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UN urges report on effects of DU

 By Frances Williams Published: The United Nations environment programme (Unep) yesterday urged a study as soon as possible after the war ends to assess the impact on health and the environment of the coalition's use of depleted uranium (DU) weapons. Depleted uranium, less radioactive than naturally occurring uranium, is used in armour-piercing ammunition because of its density and hardness.

About 320 tonnes of DU ammunition were dropped in Iraq in the first Gulf war, which Baghdad claims have led to a big rise in birth malformations and cancers. But studies by Unep of DU use in the Balkans, as well as medical assessments by the World Health Organisation and other experts, have found no such link. Frances Williams, Geneva www.unep.org postconflict.unep.ch

________________________________________________________________________________________

 Agence France Presse

(Also printed in Arab News)

April 7, 2003 Monday 

 UN environment agency wants to study depleted uranium use in Iraq
AMMAN, April 7

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said here Monday it wants to conduct research as soon as possible on the impact of the use of depleted uranium (DU) munitions by coalition forces in Iraq.

      "Once security and political conditions permit the United Nations to do work inside Iraq, we would approach the US and the UK and request to conduct research," UNEP spokesman Michael Williams told AFP.

      "The United States and the United Kingdom have stated that they are still using weapons with DU in them       and whenever DU is used it is worthwhile analysing the sites for radioactivity," he said. 

      Williams said research conducted in the Balkans, where DU was used in the 1990s, showed "no reason for

      alarm".

      "Nevertheless we could find some remaining uncertainties about how DU can behave in terms of being

      re-suspended into the air and breathed in, and whether it could eventually contaminate ground water," he

      said.

      In a statement released Sunday in Amman and Nairobi, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said early

      studies of DU use in Iraq "could either lay these fears to rest or confirm that there are indeed potential

      risks".

      "It could also show if there are any risks remaining from the period of the 1991 Gulf war," Toepfer said.

      "Given the overall environmental concerns during the conflict and the fact that the environment of Iraq was

      already a cause for serious concern prior to the current war, UNEP believes early field studies should be

      carried out."

      "This is especially important to protect human health in a post-conflict situation," he said, adding that UNEP will publish an initial environment study on Iraq by the end of April to pave the way for eventual field research.

      Before launching the war on Iraq on March 20, US military officials said Abrams battle tanks and A-10 attack aircraft would use DU-tipped rounds because they were the most effective in slicing through enemy armor.

      The officials also denied Iraqi claims that the use of the mildly radioactive DU rounds in the 1991 Gulf war

      had resulted in a high rate of cancer and leukemia among children in southern Iraq.

      Some 320 tonnes of depleted uranium were expended in ammunition during the Gulf War.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

April 7, 2003 

 IRAQ: Scientists draft marshland restoration proposal 

A group of scientists will release a paper in the next few weeks on possible restoration strategies for Iraq's Mesopotamian  marshlands. The plans could become a blueprint for the world's  greatest single wetland restoration effort.

      The scientists convened at the University of California-Irvine in February to discuss the marshlands, which

      used to be the largest wetland in the Middle East. The marshlands -- which some consider the location of the biblical Garden of Eden -- are an integral part of the Tigris-Euphrates river basin, shared by Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey. The United  Nations Environmental Programme warned last month that without

      urgent action the marshlands could completely vanish in three to five years. Satellite images that the UNEP reviewed over the past three decades show that 90 percent of the marshland, which also serves as a spawning ground for Persian Gulf fisheries, has disappeared. 

      Some of the heaviest fighting of the current U.S.-led attack on Iraq has taken place in cities around the marshes,  polluting them with combat refuse. But before the current conflict broke out, Saddam Hussein's actions contributed to the marshlands demise. He allegedly drained the marshlands to bring

      down the Shiite Muslims who rebelled against him in 1991. The intricate pools, streams and marshes declined after Saddam used  a system of dikes and canals to divert the water.

      Geologists say vast sources of untapped oil lie beneath the marshes and energy researchers have predicted companies around the world will be vying for it (Greenwire, April 1).

      But many ecologists, including a restoration group called "Eden Again" that is funded in part by the State Department,  hope to restore the marshes, making the swamps suitable to sustain their former wildlife and culture.

      Azzam Alwash, an Iraqi exile and civil engineer, said one-half to two-thirds of the marshes could be restored by diverting water from Hussein's canal, using water from Tharthar Depression and purchasing water and power from Turkey's hydro  projects (Glen Martin, San Francisco Chronicle, April 7). -- AAF

______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Food and Water Begin Flowing into Iraq 

DOHA, Qatar, April 7, 2003 (ENS) - Humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people are starting to be met, even as the battle rages in Baghdad and in southern Iraq. Of the seven southern oil wells set ablaze by the Iraqis late last month, only one is still burning, Brigadier General Vincent Brooks, Deputy Director of Operations of the U.S. Central Command, told reporters today. Contractors designated by the U.S. Army have successfully extinguished six of the seven and are working on the last one. 
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One of the oil fires set in southern Iraq (Photo courtesy UK Department of Defence)

"We've been able also to exercise a degree of control over 900 of the 940 wells that are in the oil fields south of Baghdad," General Brooks said. 

U.S. humanitarian assistance in Iraq has "increased in importance," General Brooks said. Needs resulting from "years of oppression, and some resulting from the ongoing combat actions," must be met, but the humanitarian emergencies are not on the scale of recent conflicts anywhere in the world, the general said. 

Returning power and running water to the cities of Najaf, Samawa, Nasiriyah, and Basra is the next task at hand, the general said, and in most cases, power has to come first in order to get self-sustaining water supplies in. "We continue our efforts to push water in bulk wherever we can by way of water pipelines and water trucks," he said, "but there's also an ongoing effort to get power up in each one of those locations to have self-sustaining water." 

British forces are in command of most of the southern Iraqi city of Basra and of the sole Iraqi port of Umm Qasr on the Gulf, although as a result of heavy fighting in and around Basra, aid workers were not able to move about freely. Still, it was possible to install water bladder tanks in Basra hospitals, said a spokesperson for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

Air Marshal Brian Burridge, UK National Contingent Commander said today in Doha that British forces are beginning to set the conditions for the NGOs such as the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Red Crescent and UNICEF to conduct aid projects for the longer term. 
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Iraqi women near Basra are delighted with a box of bottled drinking water. (Photo courtesy UK DOD)

The United Nations Security Co-ordination department has declared Umm Qasr to be a "permissive" environment, a step towards allowing UN agencies to begin operating there. In addition, the UN Office for Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs has announced that the 24 grain silos at Umm Qasr Port are safe and ready for use. 

To provide some short term emergency humanitarian assistance, UK engineers have built a three kilometer (two mile) long pipeline to pump supplies of water to Umm Qasr. It is pumping two million liters of fresh water every day - enough for 160,000 people. 

The British ship RFA Sir Galahad has delivered over 200 tons of humanitarian aid which is being distributed in an orderly way. Today, the RFA Sir Percivale is docking at Umm Qasr with another 300 tons of emergency humanitarian assistance. 

Since April 1, the British have delivered over a million liters of bottled water and over 100,000 humanitarian daily rations by truck from Kuwait to people in southern Iraq. 

Baghdad Inhabitants Struggle to Survive 

U.S. Army and Marine Corps units have conducted an advance on the Iraqi capital of Baghdad, have seized the international airport and conducted patrols into the city center. 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) workers say, the national and local electricity grids are mostly not working, and less than 20 percent of households are receiving limited power during the night. Most Baghdad hospitals visited by the aid workers had been hooked up to emergency feeder lines, providing power for at least a few hours a day. 

ICRC workers report that all Baghdad hospitals are under extreme pressure, with the influx of injured at Al-Yarmouk hospital reaching 100 people an hour Sunday. The water situation generally remained critical in the city as pressure in the network drops. 

The ICRC has supplied Baghdad's five main surgical hospitals with emergency drinking water (80,000 liters by water tanker and 23,000 one-liter plastic bags). Four additional water storage bladder tanks were installed at three hospitals to serve emergency units and services such as laundries and kitchens. 

In addition, the ICRC finished installing steel ground storage tanks at two hospitals, increasing by 50 percent the amount of water available for operating theatres and emergency units. The ICRC continued to assist several hospitals with maintaining and repairing backup generator systems. 

The ICRC provided additional drinking water to several suburbs in central and northern Baghdad that are not connected to, or only poorly supplied by, the piped water network. About 70,000 people in the affected areas benefited from the ICRC's help, with nine tanker trucks supplying dozens of water distribution points. 

The ICRC technical team carried out a number of rapid assessments of Baghdad water and sanitation facilities such as water-treatment plants, reservoir stations and sewerage pumping stations. A number of these structures were only operating at minimum capacity owing to the absence of plant engineers and operators and because of the intermittent power supply, the aid agency said. 
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U.S. airmen on the flightline as a C-130 Hercules prepares to take off from a forward deployed location. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Quinton Burris courtesy U.S. Air Force)

ICRC technicians and companies contracted by the organization managed to carry out repair and maintenance work on back-up generators in some sites, including the Hay Akad complex, which was restarted after a three day interruption to the benefit of 25,000 people in the Rashad area. 

Painting a grim picture of hardship and horror, United Nations relief agencies briefing reporters in Amman, Jordan today emphasized the massive humanitarian tasks awaiting them in Iraq. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) reported that hospitals in Baghdad and elsewhere were overwhelmed by the numbers of injured, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) said a humanitarian clock is ticking with each passing day, and the World Food Programme (WFP) predicted it would have to move in massive amounts of food next month. 

"We have all seen some very disturbing pictures of child victims of this conflict - children with burn injuries, a young boy lying in a hospital bed, both his arms blown off," WHO spokesperson Fadela Chaib told reporters. "And away from the cameras, these scenes are being repeated every day." 

Many hospitals are reported to be running short of supplies of medicines, anaesthetics and basic equipment, she warned. 

WHO is also "extremely concerned" about the psychological impact of conflict, fear, and the loss of family members or neighbors on Iraqi children, Chaib said. The physical and psychological damage of conflict could take years to heal, and are likely to leave many permanent scars. 
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Sacks of rice are being stockpiled at the UN's World Food Programme warehouse in Amman. (Photo courtesy WFP)

"One can only wonder what an eight year old child in Baghdad might be imagining about the daily nightmare he or she is witnessing," UNICEF spokesperson Wivina Belmonte said. "The pictures we see on our televisions show us the most immediate, most stark images of children - hurt and injured in the conflict. What is more difficult to show, but which has its own devastating effect is the lack of water, the poor and deteriorating health conditions, and the trauma each child is living." 

Belmonte noted that UNICEF had today sent a further convoy of 11 trucks across the border from Kuwait to towns in southern Iraq, including Basra, Safwan and Zubair, with each truck carrying urgent supplies such as thousands of liters of clean water and medical supplies. 

But she warned, "With each passing day, as the conflict continues, a humanitarian clock is ticking - it's a question of access, it's a question of distribution, it's a question of time, and it's a question of the lives of Iraqi children." 

In New York, WFP Executive Director James Morris told a press briefing that the needs in Iraq "will be by far the largest undertaking we've ever had." 

He said that for the first 30 days of WFP's six month plan for Iraq, which will require $1.3 billion for logistics, food and communications, the agency will focus on refugees and internally displaced persons. In the second through fourth months, that responsibility will be expanded to include the entire population of Iraq. 

"Within months five and six, by then the [UN] Oil for Food [Program] will be back in place, and our work will be with very much at risk people, plus the remaining refugees and internally displaced people," Morris explained. WFP has already identified about $110 million worth of supplies in existing contracts under the Oil for Food operation that can be shipped within the next 45 days. 

Pakistani to Serve as UN Special Adviser 

Saying he expects the United Nations to play an important role in post-conflict Iraq to bring "necessary legitimacy," with Iraqis controlling their own political future, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today named a special adviser to draw up a framework for UN involvement. 
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Rafeeuddin Ahmed of Pakistan is the UN Secretary-General's Special Adviser on Iraq. (Photo courtesy UN)

At UN Headquarters in New York, Annan met with members of the Security Council this morning to inform them of the appointment of Rafeeuddin Ahmed of Pakistan as his Special Adviser. Ahmed has been assisting the UN system informally since February in thinking about possible UN involvement in a post-war Iraq. 

Ahmed, a former Pakistani diplomat, has held numerous UN posts, including that of under secretary-general and chef de cabinet of the secretary-general, as well as assignments in the UN Development Programme, the World Tourism Organization, and the UN Development Fund for Women. 

Spokesman for the secretary-general Fred Eckhard told reporters that given the pace of events in Iraq and the widespread discussions on a potential role for the UN in post-war Iraq, Ahmed will now act as the focal point in the UN system for discussions on the various scenarios for such a role. 

"He will also advise the secretary-general on any role that the Security Council might eventually mandate the UN system to carry out once the current military campaign has come to an end," Eckhard said. 

Later this week, Secretary-General Annan will travel to London, Berlin, Paris and Moscow to discuss Iraq and a possible UN role with British, German, French and Russian leaders. 

"I do expect the UN to play an important role and the UN has had a good experience in this area, whether it is an issue of political facilitation leading to the emergence of a new or interim administration," Annan told reporters. 

Noting that Iraq already had trained personnel, a reasonably effective civil service, and engineers and others who can play a role in their own country, he added, "Iraqis have to be responsible for their political future, and to control their own natural resources. And whatever one can do to help the emergence of a new leadership or a new situation is what one should focus on." 
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U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz (Photo courtesy U.S. Department of Defense)

On Sunday, U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz gave an insight into the U.S. vision of the United Nations' role in post-war Iraq. As he made the rounds of TV talk shows, Wolfowitz said the United Nations has an important role to play in Iraq, but it will not be the same role the UN played in Kosovo. "Reconstruction of Iraq is going to be one of the most important projects for the international community in many years," Wolfowitz said on Fox News Sunday, "and the UN can be a mechanism for bringing that assistance to the Iraqi people." 

Wolfowitz stressed the need to balance two imperatives. One is the immediate need to provide food, water, medicine, and other basic services. Only the coalition forces inside Iraq can meet those needs initially, Wolfowitz said. The other imperative, he pointed out, is to recognize that the U.S. and coalition forces are not there to run the country, but to hand it over to Iraqi interim authority. 

"So we need to set up a process," he said on Fox News Sunday, "and this interim authority is a bridge to that process that creates a legitimate government of Iraq." 

UNEP Urges Survey of Depleted Uranium Targets 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today during the briefing in Amman that a scientific assessment of sites targeted with weapons containing depleted uranium (DU) be conducted in Iraq as soon as conditions permit. 

UNEP fielded assessment teams to analyze sites struck by DU ordnance in the Balkans during the conflicts in Bosnia and Kosovo in the 1990s - the first international field assessments of how DU behaves in the environment. The three studies concluded that, while radiation can be detected at DU sites, the levels are so low that they do not pose a threat to human health and the environment. 

At the same time, said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, the studies identified a number of remaining scientific uncertainties that should be further explored. These include the extent to which DU on the ground can filter through the soil and eventually contaminate groundwater, and the possibility that DU dust could later be re-suspended in the air by wind or human activity, with the risk that it could be breathed in. 

"Based on its experience and expertise, UNEP stands ready to conduct DU assessments in Iraq in cooperation with the World Health Organization, the International Atomic Energy Agency and other partners," Toepfer said. 

By the end of April, UNEP will publish a "desk study" on the Iraq environment that will provide the necessary background information for conducting field research. This research will examine risks to groundwater, surface water, drinking water sources, waste-management and other environment-related infrastructure, factories and other potential sources of toxic chemicals, and biodiversity. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

April 6, 2003 Sunday 

 Geothermal Conference Set for Nairobi 

A major global conference on energy will be held in Nairobi this week. The East Africa Geothermal Market

      Acceleration Conference will deliberate on the promotion of geothermal energy as an indigenous, renewable  and environmentally-friendly source of energy. 

      Participants from Africa, Japan, America, Russia, Europe and New Zealand will discuss new global

      developments in geothermal technology. 

      The Minister for Energy Ochillo Ayacko will officially open the conference tomorrow. It is sponsored by

      KenGen, Unep, Unesco, US Trade and Development Agency, GEF, IGA and USaid. 

      Delegates will have a field trip to KenGen's Olkaria project in Naivasha on Wednesday.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Air pollution from Iraq could spread to Turkey
Researchers in Cologne simulate 'worst case scenario' 

Cologne (pte, Apr 7, 2003 15:48) - In the worst case scenario (see image) devised by researchers in Cologne, the air pollution caused by burning oil fields in Iraq could spread out, reaching Afghanistan and Turkey. 

The so-called Eurad project (emission, transport and deposition model) http://www.eurad.uni-koeln.de maps out the various processes that govern the distribution of toxins in the atmosphere. 

Under the direction of Hermann Jakobs at the Institute for Environmental Studies, the environmental impact of the war in Iraq is being mapped out and projected on a daily basis. In addition to chemical, physical and dynamic processes, current weather data and an assessment of the fires in Iraq are included in the prognosis. In the worst case, in which all the oil fields are burning and the weather conditions are unfavourable, researchers say the pollution could spread far outside Iraq's borders. 

The fires in Iraq are producing nitrogen oxide, sulfur oxides, carbon monoxide and soot, which are transported by the wind, washed down by precipitation and transformed through chemical processes. 

Based on the state of burning and pollution on 31 March, researchers predict that the contamination could easily spread to neighbouring countries. However, if the weather conditions are favourable, the soot and oxides could dissipate once the fires in the oil fields are extinguished. (newsfox-special Iraq)

(end)

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

 All Stops Out to Stop Deadly New Virus

  Mon Apr 7, 5:40 PM ET

 By Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent 

 WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Health officials said on Monday they were trying to contain a deadly respiratory virus before it becomes a permanent scourge,  but complained that valuable time was lost with China's secrecy over the outbreak. 

                     World Health Organization (news - web sites) experts who finally were able to visit what they believe to be the source of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome in China's southern Guangdong province said they think the epidemic there is slowing, although  far from over. 

                     The Hong Kong government said SARS had infected 41 more people there, bringing the total number of cases to 883, and  hospitals were bracing for a possible tripling of cases. 

                     Two more people died in Singapore of SARS. Canadian provinces reported 217 probable or suspect SARS cases and 10  deaths. Thousands of people have been quarantined in Ontario to prevent the spread of the virus. 

                     Tallies from the 20 countries affected show more than 100 people have died, with over 2,600 believed to be infected. 

                     Robert Breiman, head of the WHO team in Guangdong, said the number of SARS cases was slowing in the province. 

                     "It does look like the disease rates are dropping -- dropping quite a bit," he said in a telephone interview. "The problem isn't  extinguished, which would be the nice place to get to. But it's occurring in lower frequency, lower incidence than it was during  the peak time in February. 

                     "We're still not ruling out the possibility that the virus itself could become burned out and become less and less transmissible,"  he added. 

                     TOURISM, ECONOMIES HIT 

                     Worries about the illness have discouraged tourism, prompted school closings and events to be canceled and led economists to  trim growth forecasts for parts of Asia. 

                     The United States reported 148 suspect cases with no deaths, but the U.S. definition of SARS is much broader than that of  other countries and includes people who have not developed pneumonia. 

                     Dr. Julie Gerberding, director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (news - web sites), said this was the surest  way to control the spread of the disease since some patients may have only mild symptoms but can still infect others. 

 Such actions could have restricted SARS to China, WHO's Dr. David Heymann complained. 

 "If those measures had been taken in November, perhaps this would not have spread," Heymann told a hearing of the U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions. 

 "China has not been as open with information about the disease as we had hoped, despite our working intensively with them," Heymann said. "Now they are a full partner." 

 "The only thing we can do and what we are trying to do ... is create such a pressure on a country that they feel obligated to cooperate with us," Heymann said. 

 MONTH-LONG DELAY BEFORE ALERT 

 Heymann said WHO started talking to the Beijing government on Feb. 10, but it was not until March 12 that a global alert was issued about "a new,  unrecognized disease" in Asia. 

 "We thought a global alert might save some (health) workers and contain the disease before it became an endemic disease like tuberculosis or malaria." 

 In contrast, he said, Vietnam called for help early and its outbreak was well-contained. "We believe we will be able to contain some of the epidemics," he said. 

 SARS is not especially deadly, nor does it seem to be particularly infectious once people with the virus are prevented from coughing or sneezing on others. "It's  not a very virulent disease. Four percent is not a high case fatality rate," Heymann said. 

 The CDC, U.S. Army researchers and the National Institutes of Health (news - web sites) have ramped up research into SARS and the class of viruses, called  coronaviruses, believed to cause the disease. 

 National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (news - web sites) Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said the virus grows in monkey cells, meaning researchers will  be able to start developing potential vaccines within a year or so. But, he warned, it will be years before a vaccine is ready to begin testing on people. 

 Fauci said initial checks for a drug to treat SARS have found nothing works very well. 

 SARS symptoms include high fever, chills and breathing difficulties, and the disease has a mortality rate of about four percent. By comparison, at least 250,000  people die every year from various strains of influenza around the world. (Additional reporting by John Ruwitch in Beijing, Jason Szep in Singapore and Tan Ee  Lyn and Kim Coghill In Hong Kong) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Sun fuels global warming debate 

     By Helen Briggs 

     BBC News Online 

     The Sun's role in climate change has been called into question again. 

     A US scientist has cast doubt on the controversial idea that the Sun has been the main contributor to climate change over the past 20 years. 

     The Sun is known to brighten and fade from time to time, influencing temperatures on Earth. 

     Scientists are divided over how significant a factor this is compared with what people are doing to the planet. 

     A recent study suggests the Sun has brightened steadily over the past 20 years, accounting for half or more of the 0.3 degrees Celsius warming blamed  on greenhouse gas emissions since 1980. 

     "The study is very controversial," Dr Judith Lean of the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington DC told the UK/Ireland National Astronomy Meeting  in Dublin. "Other claims in recent years have also exaggerated the role of the  Sun in climate change." 

     'Spurious trends' 

     Dr Lean is critical of how the researchers have reached their conclusion. Much  of the debate is over how measurements of the Sun's activity made by different spacecraft are interpreted. 

     "Because the datasets do not have the same absolute scale, they must be cross-calibrated to construct the long-term record needed for studying climate  change," she said. 

     "Drifts in the instrument sensitivities must be properly clarified as well, to avoid mistaking spurious trends for real solar brightness changes. 

     "For this purpose, the recent study used observations previously reported to suffer from known instrumental effects but did not take these effects into  account." 

     Stormy weather 

     The verdict is unlikely to satisfy the rival camp. What is clear, however, is that more work needs to be done to iron out uncertainties. 

     "The only way to improve our understanding of Sun-climate links is long-term measurements of sunlight from space and continued monitoring of the Earth's  climate," Dr Simon Tett, of the Met Office's Hadley Centre in Bracknell, Berkshire, told BBC News Online. 

     "Even so I think it unlikely that the Sun has played a major role in climate change over the last 20 to 30 years." 

     Professor Joanna Haigh says long-term measurements are crucial. 

     "Recent work at Imperial College London has shown that even small changes in  solar ultraviolet can produce a significant impact on climate in preferred  locations, including shifts in the jet streams and mid-latitude storm tracks," she said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

08 April 2003

Kenya hosts geothermal experts meeting 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - More than 200 key government decision-makers, experts and private-sector representatives are meeting at the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi to discuss a comprehensive strategy for geothermal development in East Africa. The conference is being held under a Global Environment Facility project implemented by UNEP on Joint Geophysical Imaging Methodology for Geothermal Reservoir Assessment, developed within the framework of the New Partnership for Africa's Development's environment initiative. The project, implemented in close collaboration with such partners as Germany, New Zealand, Japan and the US, aims to promote the use of geothermal resources in the region. The conference will also provide a unique framework for exchange the Philippines. The output of the project will serve as a model for other regions in Africa, according to UNEP. It will therefore make a significant contribution to the implementation of the energy component of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in the South African City.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048107&dte=07/04/2003
UNEP recommends study of depleted Uranium in Iraq 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - As coalition forces press on with the military campaign in Gulf War II, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has recommended that a scientific assessment of sites targeted with weapons containing depleted uranium (DU) be conducted in Iraq as soon as conditions permit. UNEP-led field studies of sites struck by DU ordnance in the Balkans during the conflicts in Bosnia and Kossovo in the 1990s were the first international field assessments of how DU acts in the environment. "Although our assessments to date, under conditions prevailing in the Balkans have concluded that DU contamination does not pose any immediate risks to human health or the environment, the fact remains that depleted uranium is still an issue of great concern for the general public," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer insisted in a statement released Monday in Nairobi. "An early study in Iraq could either lay these fears to rest or confirm that there are indeed potential risks, which could then be addressed through immediate action," he said. "Based on its experience and expertise, UNEP stands ready to conduct DU assessments in Iraq in cooperation with the World Health Organization (WHO), the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and other partners," Toepfer indicated.

Benin wins World Bank Green Award 2003 

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - The World Bank has selected the Beninese Ministry of Environment, Housing and Urban Development as winner of the bank's "Green Award 2003" for its efforts toward Benin has re-organized the environment department and reviewed strategic priorities to enable the ministry to provide technical assistance to other ministries for the integration of environmental safeguards on a national scale. The World Bank's Sectoral Council for the Environment selected Benin from a large number of nominees for its successful partnership with the international financial institution, an official source said in Cotonou.

development.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048155&dte=07/04/2003
Nairobi National Park endangered

The Nation (Nairobi): Our world-famous game park is in decline. The animal numbers are steadily decreasing and so is the number of visitors. The city is growing and land is in short supply. If the park does not make money, the pressure to excise land from it will mount. The game numbers have been diminishing steadily in the last 25 – 30 years but the last two years, 2001 and 2002, were the first in memory when the wildebeest failed to migrate. The absence of wildebeest from the park alarmed many, in particular FoNNaP (Friends of Nairobi National Park). Various hypotheses have been advanced to explain the failure and various proposals tabled to safeguard the park's future. Recently, two petitions have reached the Kenya Wildlife Service. One group urges the KWS to become involved in the creation of corridors through Kitengela that would allow the game to continue migrating, while others urge the authorities to fence off the park altogether. Optimists believe that all is not lost and the future of the dispersal areas and the migrations can be safeguarded if the people out there derive economic benefit from protecting the game and the migration routes designed by men.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304080011.html    

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 08 April 2003


Topical News Issues
Experts: SARS virus may be from animal
China Daily, April 7, 2003 -– Both World Health Organisation (WHO) and Chinese experts have not ruled out the possibility that the deadly SARS virus which has triggered a global health scare may have come fro animals. 

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/news/cn/2003-04-07/111030.html 

USWAR/UNEP to carry field study over risks of depleted uranium use  

IRNA, Iran - Madrid, April 7, IRNA -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that the Nairobi-based agency will carry out field study on the risks of Depleted Uranium (DU) used in the US military munitions.                                         

"We could find the anxieties about how DU can behave in terms of being re-suspended into the air and breathed in, and whether it could eventually contaminate ground water," he said in a statement.         

"It could also show if there are any risks remaining from the period of the 1991 (Persian) Gulf war," Toepfer said.                 

"Given the overall environmental concerns during the conflict and the fact that the environment of Iraq was already a cause for serious concern prior to the current war, UNEP believes early field studies   

should be carried out."                                               

"This is especially important to protect human health in a post-conflict situation," he said, adding that UNEP will publish an initial environment study on Iraq by the end of April to pave the way for eventual field research.                                          
http://www.irna.com/en/head/030407182207.ehe.shtml
Security Council members to meet Annan on Iraq 
Scoop (New Zealand) - Monday, 7 April 2003, 4:16 pm - Annan invites Security Council members to meet with him on Iraq 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has invited members of the Security Council to meet with him on Iraq on Monday morning, a spokesman for the world body announced today. 
…In another development, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is recommending that a scientific assessment of sites targeted with weapons containing depleted uranium be conducted in Iraq as soon as conditions permit. "Although our assessments to date, under conditions prevailing in the Balkans, have concluded that DU contamination does not pose any immediate risks to human health or the environment, the fact remains that depleted uranium is still an issue of great concern for the general public," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "An early study in Iraq could either lay these fears to rest or confirm that there are indeed potential risks, which could then be addressed through immediate action." 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0304/S00123.htm 


UNEP recommends study of depleted uranium in Iraq
Xinhua, April 7, 2003 - NAIROBI, April 6 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said on Sunday that a scientific assessment of sites targeted with weapons containing depleted uranium (DU) should be conducted in Iraq. 
The DU is an issue of great concern for the general public, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a press release issued in Nairobi, where the UNEP is headquartered. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-04/07/content_818063.htm 



Nature in Peril
The Independent – Bangladesh (by Lima Crorie), April 3, 2003 - War is a reality as we watch US led invasion of Iraq on TV. War is hell. It kills and damages - and this not only applies from the humanitarian perspective but from the environmental grounds too. The environment of Iraq is already a cause for concern without the war that is raging.
…The environmental implication of war is not only limited to Iraq. The shores of the Gulf, an access point for invading troops, is "one of the top five sites in the world for wader birds, and a key refueling area for thousands of migrating water birds", according to BirdLife’s Mike Evans. The UN Environmental Programme identifies 33 wetlands in Iraq as internationally significant. The study conducted by BirdLife for UNEP found these wetlands to be specifically vulnerable to pollution from weapons, sabotaged oil wells and the destruction of chemical works.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/apr/04/04042003wk.htm#A10 


Annan invites Security Council members to meet with him on Iraq
Asian Tribune, April 5, 2003 - New York, April 06: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has invited members of the Security Council to meet with him on Iraq on Monday morning, a spokesman for the world body announced today.
Previously scheduled consultations on the situation in Côte d'Ivoire will be held in the afternoon after the Council's formal meeting on "Africa's food crisis as a threat to peace and security," according to the spokesman. http://www.asiantribune.com/show_news.php?id=3531 

Wanted: Youngsters with ‘eco-innovative’ ideas!

Manila Bulletin, Philippines, April 4, 2003 -  Bayer Philippines is calling all Filipino youths nationwide, 17 to 23 years old, who have an interesting innovative idea or concept to join the search for the country’s representatives to the Eco-Innovative 03, a youth forum that will be held at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia on July 13-18, 2003 

Created by a partnership between Bayer, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and The University of New South Wales (UNSW), Eco-Innovative 03 is an invitation for young people across the Asia Pacific region to take up what the United Nations describes as the biggest challenge of the new century — to take an abstract idea, ‘sustainable development’ — and turn it into a daily reality for the world’s people.
http://www.mb.com.ph/news.php?search=yes&art=30554&sect=5&fname=YTCP/2003-04/YC03040430554f.txt
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UN or UNEP in the news

General environment news

Spanish oil firm to extract fuel from sunk tanker (Reuters), 7 April 2003

MADRID - Spanish company Repsol YPF will attempt to extract up to 37,000 tonnes of fuel oil from the sunken tanker Prestige in a three-step approach that has never been tried before, officials said last week.

The ambitious project with an open-ended budget seeks to put an end to the worst environmental disaster in Spanish history.   http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20383/story.htm
EU carbon trade market seen worth billions of euros (Reuters), 7 April 2003

LONDON - The European Union carbon emissions trading market could be worth as much as 1.8 billion euros a year by 2012 as countries drive to cut their greenhouse gas emissions, a report said.

The EU will launch the world's first international greenhouse gas trading scheme in 2005 as part of efforts to fight global warming.  http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20390/story.htm
UK food watchdog calls people's jury on GM crops (Reuters), 7 April 2003

LONDON - A people's jury is being called to consider whether genetically modified foods should be widely available in shops, but environmentalists said money spent on the initiative should be used on debating the issue nationally.  http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/2
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –6 April  2003 

www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-BRAZIL:
Sales Open for Illegal GM Soy 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Apr 7 (IPS) - Brazil will permit the sale of genetically modified soy harvested this year in the southern state of Rio Grande do Sul, even though it was planted illegally. Consumer defence and environmental groups are outraged. 

The ”provisional measure”, a presidential decree issued last week with immediate -- though temporary -- effect, a decision taken with input from a group of ministers, authorises the sale of the transgenic grain domestically and internationally until Jan 31, 2004. After that date, genetically modified soy will be destroyed. 

The decision is ”very serious”, says Marilena Lazzarini, executive director of the Brazilian Consumer Defence Institute (IDEC), because the government ”has trampled on a decision of the judiciary” and violated the constitution, which ensures the independence and the balance of the three branches of government. 

The authorities behind the move also violated the Consumer Defence Code and created a discriminatory situation by tolerating illegal cultivation of the crop for one year, Lazzarini said in a conversation with IPS. 

The ban on genetically modified soy will be reinstated with the next growing season. 

IDEC is studying ways to fight the decision in court and will ask President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva to enact special ”attention to the consumer” through strict controls and product labelling so that people know what they are buying, said Lazzarini. 

The move to lift the GM soy ban caught environmental and consumer defence groups off guard. They had expected that the transgenic grain would be approved for export only. 

The commercial cultivation of genetically modified seeds is prohibited under a court ruling of June 2000. That ruling has been appealed and, after a long series of postponements, a decision from the court of second instance is expected soon. 

But in spite of the ban, an estimated 70 to 80 percent of the soy grown in Rio Grande do Sul, for a harvest of 8.6 million tons, comes from genetically modified seeds of the U.S.-based transnational Monsanto. 

GM soy is predominates in neighbouring Argentina's soy market, and the extensive border makes it difficult to maintain strict controls over shipments between that country and the southern Brazilian state. 

The origins of the problem date to the ”policy of omission” of Brazil's previous government, of Fernando Henrique Cardoso (1995- 2003), which tolerated ”irregularities” in the agricultural market on this matter, Lazzarini said. 

The paradox is that Monsanto's Roundup Ready soy variety became widespread throughout Rio Grande do Sul during a period in which the previous state government (1999-2002) adopted very strict measures to prevent its introduction. 

The state even had its own law prohibiting genetically modified seeds in its territory. 

A year ago, Silvio Porto, then president of the governmental Companhia de Abastecimento Rio Grande do Sul, told IPS of the intention to make Brazil a ”transgenics-free zone”, based on the example of that state. That experiment seems to have failed. 

But it was nearby Paraná state, another major soy producer which shares a border with Argentina, as well as with Paraguay, that was able to contain the planting of contraband seeds. The state government destroyed fields of the illegal crop and set up incentives for farmers to plant conventional soy. 

There have been no known attempts to plant transgenic soy in areas farther north in Brazil, probably because the Roundup Ready variety was developed for template climates and would not be suitable for the high temperatures of the central and northern parts of the country. 

Lazzarini points out that the Lula administration's decision allows the continuation of the situation created by omissions of the previous administration. 

And it ”sets a dangerous precedent,” because farmers who have engaged in other ”irregular” activities could demand the same sort of amnesty, she adds. 

Furthermore, says the IDEC chief, ”it penalises honesty,” because the farmers who did not plant genetically modified soy will be suspected anyway and will have to obtain certificates to prove that they obeyed the law. 

Brazil this year expects an output of 49 million tons of soy, a national yield second only to the United States, where transgenic crops are legal, as they are in Argentina, the third leading soy producer. 

Lula's Cabinet is divided on the question of GM soy, just as the Cardoso government was divided. Agriculture minister Roberto Rodrigues defends transgenics with the same argument wielded by the big farming operations: that they reduce production costs. 

The Agriculture Ministry's secretary of production and marketing, Linneu Lima, says transgenic crops cuts production costs by 40 percent and that authorising their cultivation in Brazil would allow the country to double its grain output in five years, reaching 200 million tons annually. 

But Environment minister Marina Silva opposes GM crops, citing the reasons of most environmentalists: sufficient research has not been conducted about their potential threat to ecosystems and human health, particularly in Brazil, which holds some of the world's greatest wealth in terms of biodiversity. 

The ”precautionary principle” included in some international agreements on the matter recommend waiting for the results of broader investigations, she says. 

In terms of international trade, the fact that the European Union -- a major market -- is reluctant to import genetically modified products, weighs heavily on the Brazilian debate. 

Lula set up a commission to define an official position on the GM question. The body consists of representatives from nine ministries, including the economic sector. Their task is not an easy one. 

In addition to IDEC, the National Forum of Civil Entities in Defence of the Consumer, which unites 20 non-governmental organisations, and much of Brazil's environmental movement reject the commercial planting of any type of genetically modified seeds.

www.tierramerica.net
MEXICO: Forest Emergency

MEXICO CITY – Seasonal fires are devastating the forests of Mexico, and officials should declare a national emergency, says the non-governmental Network of Peasant Forestry Organizations. 

In the week of Mar 21-27 alone, fires wiped out more than 30,000 hectares of vegetation. Every year, from January to May, fires smolder in Mexico due to the hot, arid weather. 

The Network says the government is not taking adequate measures to combat the fires, which affect an average of 200,000 hectares of forested areas annually. 

Environmental officials say they have an appropriate plan for handling the situation. Mexico loses an average of 1.1 million hectares to fire and 

BUENOS AIRES – A New Zealand firm, with the backing of the Argentine Chamber of Chemical and Petrochemical Industries, is beginning this week to dig up 30 tons of the toxic Gamexane, buried clandestinely 13 years ago in a northwestern province of Argentina. 

Tredi New Zealand is working in a pit in the town of Aguirre, in the province of Santiago del Estero. 

The chemical company ICI-Duperial reportedly shipped 1,990 plastic bags of Gamexane (lindane), saying it was bird feed. 

ICI-Duperial’s actions are under legal investigation. Lindane is an organic chloride, one of the 12 components of “persistent organic pollutants” controlled or banned by international convention due to their toxic effects on human health and the environment. 

COLOMBIA: Streamlining Environmental Paperwork

BOGOTA – Environmental officials in the Colombian capital recently launched a program to shorten by up to 40 percent the timeframes for evaluation and follow-up for licenses, permits, concessions, authorizations and other instruments used in ecological controls. 

“To streamline the paperwork and services for the users, the Environmental Administrative Department set up a special group of professionals who will assess and orient petitioners on the necessary steps,” said director Julia Miranda Londoño. 

“The idea is that users of the system will see a 40-percent reduction in the time needed to complete the required process,” she said. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia
SR53 Billion Needed for New Water Desalination Projects


RIYADH, 5 April 2003 — Saudi Arabia’s Saline Water Conversion Corporation (SWCC) will need SR53 billion during the next 17 years to implement new water desalination projects, according to a SWCC report.

The report does not mention the impact of the Iraq war on the new desalination projects, which should be priority for the Kingdom to implement keeping in view the depleting water resources of the Gulf region.

The SWCC has stepped up efforts to complete a number of desalination projects in a renewed move to provide access to potable water for the growing population of the Kingdom. 

Currently, there are 30 desalination plants with a capacity to produce more than 2.9 million cubic meters of water daily. These plants are also capable of producing more than 3,400 megawatt of electricity.

http://www.arabnews.com/Article.asp?ID=24764

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                      AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

     Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly

     President.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon

           I apologize for the delay.  Our guest at this noon briefing is

     James Morris, here on my right, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), who will be talking to

     you in just a minute about the humanitarian situation in Iraq.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           The Secretary-General this morning invited all 15 members of the

     Security Council to join him in his conference room to discuss Iraq; and that meeting just broke up.  It lasted about an

     hour and a half.  I have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning a Special Adviser on Iraq.

           “The Secretary-General met today with members of the Security Council to inform them of his decision to

     formalize the role of Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed as his Special Adviser.  Mr. Ahmed has, since February of this year,

     assisted the UN system in thinking about possible UN involvement in a post-war Iraq.

           “Given the pace of events in Iraq and the widespread discussions on a potential role for the United Nations in

     post-war Iraq, Mr. Ahmed will now act as the focal point in the UN system for discussions on the various scenarios for

     such a role.  He will also be advising the Secretary-General on any role that the Security Council might eventually

     mandate the United Nations system to carry out once the current military campaign has come to an end.”

           **Secretary-General Trip

           The Secretary-General will be traveling to four countries, starting on Wednesday of this week, to continue

     discussions about Iraq.  He will visit London, Paris, Berlin and Moscow -- not necessarily in that order -- returning back

     to New York this weekend after meeting British Prime Minister Tony Blair, French President Jacques Chirac, German

     Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and Russian President Vladimir Putin.

           **Secretary-General on Iraq

           As he entered the building this morning, the Secretary-General was asked by reporters about Rafeeuddin

     Ahmed’s role, and he said that Ahmed would be “thinking about the future, thinking about what is likely to happen and

     what the likely UN role will be”, and he would also be available to Council members and

     others “to exchange ideas and then give me some advice”.  He noted that Ahmed has been doing that already, having

     been working on the issue since February.

           By the way, we have copies of Ahmed’s bio-data upstairs.

           Asked about the United Nations role in Iraq, the Secretary-General said, “I do expect the UN to play an

     important role, and the UN has had a good experience in this area, whether it is the issue of political facilitation leading

     to the emergence of a new or interim administration”, or work in reconstruction, human rights and the rule of law.

           He added the cautionary note that each crisis has its own peculiarities and that “Iraq is not East Timor and

     Iraq is not Kosovo”, saying that “Iraqis have to be responsible for their political future, and to control their own natural

     resources, and whatever one can do to help the emergence of a new leadership or new situation is what one should

     focus on”.  We have the transcript of his comments upstairs.

           **Iraq -- Humanitarian

           Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), has reminded all

     parties in the Iraq conflict of their legal and moral obligation to protect the lives of civilians.  She noted that half of

     Baghdad's 5 million residents were children under the age of 18 and said experience in working with children in

     conflicts shows that there are profound and debilitating consequences that last for years.

           The UNICEF, she said, is particularly concerned about reports of the use of cluster bombs in densely

     populated areas and called for an end to their use.  "The taking of a child's life is never an acceptable cost of war", she

     said.

           Also, some members of the United Nations team that carried out a humanitarian assessment in Umm Qasr on

     Friday are back in the area to day, to continue their evaluation of water and sanitation requirements.  Based on

     Friday’s visit the team had concluded so far that the situation is stable.

           The World Food Programme has, over the weekend, sent in the first major convoy from Turkey since the war

     began. WFP describes the convoy as a “test run” to demonstrate the feasibility of using this corridor for bringing food

     aid into northern Iraq.

           The World Health Organization (WHO) says it expects a severe deterioration of the health situation during the

     days to come due to daily bombardment that results in damage of infrastructure and sharp rise in civilian casualties. 

     Many cities in the south and centre are virtually under siege and Baghdad is gradually being isolated.

           The United Nations Environment Programme has recommended a scientific assessment of sites in Iraq

     targeted by weapons coated with depleted uranium.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council, in addition to their discussions on Iraq with the Secretary-General this morning, has

     scheduled an open meeting with WFP Executive Director James Morris at 3:00 p.m. today on “Africa’s food crisis as a

     threat to peace and security”.

           Consultations on Cote d'Ivoire, originally planned for this morning, have been rescheduled to start following the

     close of the open meeting on Africa.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the

     Congo.

           “On 5 and 6 April, a MONUC team visited Ituri villages around Drodro to investigate reports of massacres in the

     area, allegedly committed by militias against civilians in the last weeks of March and early April.  The team found

     20 fresh mass graves and interviewed local leaders who reported that up to

     960 people may have been killed, allegedly because they refused to support Lendu-based militia offensives.

           “As the MONUC continues to investigate the incident, the Secretary-General is deeply disturbed by these

     reports and demands that all concerned unconditionally respect the basic human rights of innocent civilians.

     The reported massacres underscore the need for the local leaders to participate fully in the Ituri Pacification

     Committee, which has been established to find peaceful solutions in this troubled region.”

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           Also on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, at the initiative of the United Nations Mission for the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo, nearly

     1,100 mines were destroyed on Saturday, 5 April, 4 kilometres from Bunia, by Handicap International Experts under

     the supervision of the United Nations Mine Action Coordination Centre.  It was the largest destruction of land mines

     since the United Nations mission’s deployment.  We have a press release with more details available upstairs.

           **Liberia -- Humanitarian

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that United Nations agencies and their

     non-governmental partners have access to only an estimated 30 per cent of Liberia.  The majority of people in need are

     now out of reach.  In addition, the whereabouts of many of the 200 humanitarian workers with whom contact was lost

     on 27 March remain unknown.

           In the areas to which aid workers do have access -- in the vicinity of the capital and Monrovia’s immediate

     southwest – United Nations humanitarian agencies and their NGO partners are running out of relief supplies.  Aid

     groups do not have enough shelter materials for internally displaced persons and have had to reduce the food rations

     they give to people in need.

           **Cyprus

           The Secretary-General's report on his mission of good offices in Cyprus, covering the period between late 1999

     and the meeting in The Hague on

     10 and 11 March, is out today.

           Apart from thoroughly reporting on the developments during this period, the report also contains a detailed

     explanation of the Secretary-General's plan.  I would also draw your attention to the observations section of the report,

     which has two parts -- the first gives the Secretary-General's views as to why this unique opportunity was missed, and

     the second outlines what the

     Secretary-General believes should be the way ahead.  He states that his plan remains on the table.  He does not

     propose to take a new initiative without a solid reason to believe that the political will exists necessary for a successful

     outcome. 

           I understand Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General's Special Adviser on Cyprus, is scheduled to brief the

     Security Council this Thursday.

           **Cambodia

           Out on the racks today is the report the Secretary-General presented to the General Assembly last month

     about the progress of negotiations between the United Nations and the Cambodian Government to prosecute crimes

     during the period of Democratic Kampuchea.

           It explains why, while the text that was finalized last month is a considerable improvement over the one which

     had been previously discussed between the two sides, doubts might still remain as to whether it would ensure the

     credibility of the Extraordinary Chambers for a trial of Khmer Rouge leaders, given the precarious state of the judiciary

     in Cambodia.

           **SARS

           The International Labour Organization is today mourning the death of senior official Pekka Aro, who died of

     Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS, in Beijing yesterday.  Aro fell ill on 28 March and was hospitalized with

     suspected gastroenteritis on 2 April.  He was later diagnosed with atypical pneumonia.  He had been in Beijing

     preparing for the China Employment Forum which was due to start today, but which has been postponed.  Members of

     staff of the International Labour Organization (ILO) Beijing office are now under home quarantine.  The latest figures

     from the World Health Organization indicate there have been more than 2,400 reported cases of SARS and 89 deaths

     in

     18 countries.

           **World Health Day

           Today on World Health Day, the World Health Organization calls for concerted action to protect three of our

     greatest assets:  children, the environment and health.  World Health Day has as its theme this year “Shape the

     Future of Life:  Healthy Environment for Children”.

           In his message, the Secretary-General says that we have to recognize that healthy children are crucial to

     sustainable development.  “...Children are our future,” he says, “and a future of sustainable development begins with

     safeguarding the health of every child.”

           The United Nations Children's Fund said the fundamental environmental health risks facing children include

     poor sanitation, unclean water, inadequate hygiene and pollution that can lead to fatal diseases such as malaria,

     diarrhoea and acute respiratory infection.  Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of UNICEF, emphasized that a

     protective environment for children is crucial to their health and development.

           **Press Releases

           We have a press release from the World Health Organization on the largest polio immunization campaign in

     recent years.  Over 80 million children are to be vaccinated in six States in India over the next 60 days.  This follows a

     campaign in January and February during which 33 million were immunized in the Indian State of Uttar Pradesh.  India

     remains one of the seven countries in the world to remain infected by polio and accounts for 83 per cent of all new

     cases.

           **Budget

           Botswana became the seventy-first Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full with

     payment of more than $135,000.

           **Noon Guest tomorrow

           The guest at the Noon briefing tomorrow will be Maurice Strong, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General, to

     discuss his recent mission to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

           **World Chronicle

           And the World Chronicle programme no. 884 will feature Tommy Koh, the Ambassador-at-Large of the

     Republic of Singapore; and that can be seen today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 or 31.

           Any questions?  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   What was the meeting with the Security Council about, because the door is slamming very quickly

     on the structure?  The train is leaving Washington quickly on what they want to do with Iraq after the war.  What are

     some of the ideas?  Is the Afghanistan proposal still on the table?

           Spokesman:  No, I think I said last week the Secretary-General will not be naming a Special Representative

     for Iraq until the job description had been defined by the Security Council.  The reaffirmation today of Rafeeuddin

     Ahmed’s role as Special Adviser, merely provides the UN system with a focal point for planning of post-conflict Iraq. 

     It’s our first official discussions with governments today of a possible UN role.  No specific formulae were put forward

     by the Secretary-General.  It’s up to the Council to decide what that role will be, and in their deliberations, Rafeeuddin

     Ahmed will be available to them.

           Question:   He had some proposals in his February report.  Are they still valid or what?

           Spokesman:  He continues to refine those notions.  And as I said, he’s available to advise Council members,

     discuss various options with them.

     But it’s the Council that will have to decide.

           Question:   And is he going to Washington also, the Secretary-General, or is it just the countries you

     mentioned?

           Spokesman:  Just those four countries.  Yes?

           Question:   Colin Powell is cited in Le Figaro following the meeting he had with NATO in Brussels.  He is

     being cited as saying that “the United Nations itself declared by the Secretary-General that it did not want to govern

     Iraq”.  Can you make any comment?  Did he say that, the Secretary-General?

           Spokesman:  I don’t believe he said that publicly.  But I have told you more than once that in our contingency

     planning we have considered things that we feel we can’t do; things that we could do but might not want to do; and

     things that we could do and are prepared to do.  So, that’s a little private list that we have as we wait for the Council to

     decide what it is that they want us to do.  Yes?

           Question:   Do you have that statement of the Secretary-General about Cyprus that you read?

           Spokesman:  I can give it to you.  Well, I mentioned the report.

           Question:   Yes?

           Spokesman:  Yes, it’s on the racks today.

           Question:   Okay.  The second one is, you know, what is the reason he is going to these four cities?

           Spokesman:  To follow up on wide consultations he’s had on a…

           Question:   I mean, is there any reason that, you know, that he’s going?

           Spokesman:  These four countries are actively engaged in the current debate on the UN role for Iraq, and he

     felt that he wanted to have discussions at a higher level than what he’s been able to have here at Headquarters when it

     comes to these four actors.

           Richard?

           Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           In his message for World Health Day today, General Assembly President Kavan notes that, “Healthy

     Environments for Children, the theme for World Health Day this year, is indeed a timely reminder of the world

     community’s responsibility towards our future generations.  The dire situation facing children in unhealthy environments

     is intimately linked with issues such as poverty, lack of adequate nutrition, education and poor sanitary conditions. 

     These issues are included in and have priority within the UN Millennium Development Goals.  Because of their

     importance, WHO has continued to make strides in championing the plight of the vulnerable, mainly because they

     suffer disproportionately from the consequences of polluted environmental conditions.  It is obvious that affording

     children at least the minimum in environmental standards is necessary to empower them for their future.”  President

     Kavan’s message says, “As such, I believe it is imperative that we continue to push for measures at all levels of

     society that alleviate these worsening conditions”.

           This message is available as a press release and on the General Assembly President’s Web site.

           President Kavan started a two-day visit to Austria today with a meeting with Benita Ferrero-Waldner, Minister

     of Foreign Affairs of Austria.  During his meeting with the Austrian Foreign Minister, a number of topical issues were

     discussed including the current situation in Iraq; the road map for a peaceful solution of the Middle East crisis;

     principles and mechanisms to prevent armed conflict; the strengthening of the ICC; the promotion and implementation

     of human rights; and the fight against the spreading of HIV/AIDS.

           After that, President Kavan met with the second President of the Austrian National Assembly, Heinz Fischer.

           After a tour of the Vienna International Centre, President Kavan attended a luncheon hosted by Antonio Maria

     Costa, Director General of the UN Office in Vienna, and met with the Austrian Federal Chancellor, Wolfgang

     Schuessel.

     He also had a meeting with Andreas Khol, President of the Austrian National Assembly, and is scheduled to hold a

     lecture in the Vienna Global Agenda Forum on “The Role of the UN in Maintaining Peace and Security”.

           On Tuesday, 8 April, Mr. Kavan will also address the forty-sixth Session of the Commission on Narcotic

     Drugs.

           A summary of President Kavan’s meetings today, provided by the UN Information Service, Vienna, is available

     at the 3rd floor documents counter.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "DU" ��


Financial Times- UN urges report on effects of DU�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" ��Agence France Presse - UN environment agency wants to study depleted uranium use in Iraq�


(Also printed in Arab News)


� HYPERLINK  \l "Restoration" ��Greenwire -  IRAQ: Scientists draft marshland restoration proposal�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��ENS - Food and Water Begin Flowing into Iraq� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Africa News - Geothermal Conference Set for Nairobi�





East African - Gulf War Destroying Iraq's Garden of Eden


Daily Nation - Protest mars opening of energy talks
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