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Indian River-Linking Project
UNEP urged to conduct study on possible ecological disaster
BSS, Dhaka

Environment and Forest Minister Shajahan Siraj has reiterated his call to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for conducting a study on a possible ecological disaster that would be created by unilateral withdrawal of waters from the Brahmaputra and the Ganges by India through its mega river-linking project.

He was addressing the debriefing session on 'Global Ministerial Forum', held in South Korea last week. Forum of Environmental Journalists of Bangladesh (FEJB) with support from the Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) and the UNDP organised the session under the sustainable environment management programme.

Environment and Forest Secretary Syed Tanveer Hussain and IUCN Country Director Dr Ainun Nishat also addressed the session with FEJB chairman Quamrul Islam Chowdhury in the chair.

Shajahan Siraj mentioned that the Bangladesh proposal for considering coastal zones as an integral part of the freshwater management was included in the declaration of the ministerial forum.

"The concept of integrated coastal area and river basin management should be promoted, and scientific management and institutional links between freshwater and coastal/marine management facilitated, considering existing experiences at national and regional levels," he added.

Quoting the Indian representative at the ministerial forum that India would conduct a rigorous and transparent environmental impact assessment before implementing the river inter-linking project, he said now New Delhi has to undergo this mandatory EIA before initiating its destructive river-linking project in consultation with Bangladesh.

Syed Tanveer Hussain emphasised on taking immediate measures to tackle saline water intrusion in the face of climate change caused by global warming and feared that it be aggravated if India go ahead with its rival-linking project for withdrawing upstream waters from the common rivers.

He said Bangladesh should try to access global carbon fund to introduce renewable energy, hydropower and solar power so that the country could protect the people from environmental disasters.

Quamrul emphasised the need for formulation of a national position for the up-coming 12th session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development to be held in New York at the end of this month.

Dr Nishat underscored the need for carrying forward the position taken in South Korea at the CSD preparatory Global Ministerial Forum.
 
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS-Inter Press Service
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DEVELOPMENT: NEW BLUEPRINT FOR A BETTER WORLD SOUGHT AT PARLEY

BYLINE: By Stefania Milan

DATELINE: FLORENCE, Apr. 6

BODY:
A new approach to sustainable development and "best practices" was set out at a four-day conference in Florence last week.

The event Terrafutura (Future Earth) sought ways to promote economic, social and environmental sustainability.

The meeting at Da Basso Fortress where the first European Social Forum was held in November 2002, was organized by the Ethical Bank (Banca Popolare Etica) with the support of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

"Guarantee a future to the earth and do it together" was the slogan of the conference. 

"In these days we have shown that living well and with less resources is possible starting with ourselves," Ugo Biggeri, president of the non-governmental organization Foundation Ethical Responsibility which supported the event told the conference. "We have the task to work together to build a human-centered development model." More than 35,000 people attended the conference, which included 50 cultural events. About 400 speakers addressed meetings at the event.

The conference took a novel approach by setting out five areas to address for an equitable and sustainable world. These areas are Dwelling, Producing, Cultivating, Acting and Governing. Each of these issues was addressed in turn.

'Dwelling' which is about "sustainable everyday life" and covers issues such as housing, consumer goods, transport, leisure and public services, drew families seeking fair trade products that also support small-scale farmers.

"From consumers to producers in another economy, we are creating an alternative system," said a member of Gruppi di Acquisto Solidale (GAS) a consumers group at a meeting held at the conference.

Organisers spoke of 'Producing' as the private sector's involvement in the creation of a better world, but with respect to humankind and nature. This could cover issues such as renewable energies, fair trade and ethical finance.

"We must introduce the ethic of sufficiency, committing ourselves not to use more resources than those we need," Wolfang Sachs from the German Wuppertal Institut said at the meeting.

"I'm sure that beyond the promotion of cooperation we need to commit private profit sector to social responsibility," said Marco di Gregorio, president of Lush Italia, a firm producing natural cosmetics.

Lush has set up a Unopercento (one percent) Foundation which will ask businesses to invest 1 percent of their income in social initiatives.

'Cultivating' is inevitably about food and its future, and covers international trade, biodiversity, rural communities and the protection of nature.

Terrafutura is promoting the 'future of food manifesto' prepared by a special international commission supported by the Tuscany region, with Florence as its capital. The manifesto is based on the resolutions of the Forum of Alimentary Sovereignty, the counter-forum organized during the FAO meeting in Rome in 2002.

Terrafutura opposes genetic modification of food. "Genetically Modified Organisms will not solve the problem of world hunger," Indian activist Vandana Shiva told the conference.

'Acting' proposes "a series of practices to challenge the individualistic model of the consumer society." That means support among other things for free software and fair trade, and action through political participation and campaigns to change what is seen to be wrong.

The Lilliput network, a civil society group campaigning against injustice explains the principle for action. "As the little Lilliputians were successful in stopping the giant Gulliver, with each tying down a single hair of the predator, so we try to stop the economic tyrant by each fighting in collaboration with others for a fair economy," says the manifesto of the organization.

A small start was made in Florence itself by way of a signature campaign to seek reform of the EU agriculture policy.

'Governing', the last of the five, is not about getting governed -- it is about participatory democracy and local administration, which must be linked to environmental policies and to global sustainability.

To that end Terrafutura hosted the sixth Environment Conference of the Regions of Europe under the title 'A better world is possible: contributions from the Regions'.
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Destruction of Brazil's Amazon Rises 2 Percent
BRASILIA, Brazil - The rate of deforestation in Brazil's Amazon rose 2.1 percent last year as farmers encroached on the world's largest jungle, the government said yesterday. 

Preliminary figures from Brazil's Environment Ministry showed deforestation in the Amazon jumped to 9,170 square miles in 2003 from 8,983 square miles in 2002. The 2002 data was recalculated, it said. 

The highest level of destruction was in 1995 when 11,229 square miles of jungle were destroyed. 

Brazil last month unveiled long-promised plans to halt the destruction amid criticism the center-left government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva failed to move quickly enough in its first year in office. 

The Amazon, an area of continuous tropical forest that is larger than Western Europe, has been described as the "lungs of the world" because of its vast capacity to produce oxygen. 

Environmentalists fear its destruction because it is home to up to 30 percent of the planet's animal and plant species and is an important source of medicines. 

Most of the deforestation takes place due to burning and logging to create farms. A jump in deforestation in recent years was blamed on the growth of soy farming. Many environmentalists now fear cattle ranching is the biggest threat to the Amazon. 

"The government needs to immediately create Amazon conservation programs that triple the area protected," said Denis Hamu, secretary general of the World Wildlife Foundation in Brazil. 

Story Date: 8/4/2004 
ENS

Amazon shrinkage alarms activists 
Environmental groups are calling for urgent action to slow deforestation in Brazil's Amazon jungle. 
About 9,170 square miles (23,750 sq km) of forest were lost in 2003, just up from 8,983 square miles (23,266 sq km) in 2002, the Brazilian government says. 

The scale is not as high as in the mid-1990s, but it confirms the world's largest forest is disappearing rapidly. 

Rising exports of beef and soya in Brazil are said to encourage farmers to clear the forest for farms. 

Scientists fear the clearances could affect the global climate as well as threatening thousands of unique plant and animal species. 

"I am worried - the figures are too high," said Rosa Lemos de Sa of conservation group WWF Brazil. 

"The tendency is for it to stay high unless drastic measures are taken, and I don't see the government doing anything drastic." 

Brazil's environment minister said the growth rate of deforestation had been halted. 

"The big challenge is that 23,000 (sq km) is still a very worrying number," said Marina da Silva. 

Criticism 
Last month, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva unveiled plans to halt the destruction amid criticism his government failed to act. 

He promised satellite monitoring and joint action by ministries after a 28 % jump in deforestation between 2001 and 2002 pushed the level toward the record rate seen in 1995. 

On Wednesday, the government announced it had overestimated its 2001-2 figure of 10,190 square miles (25,500 sq km) and revised it to 8,983 square miles (23,260 sq km). 

Story from BBC NEWS:

Dawn

Pakistan 'water-deficient' 

By Our Reporter 


LAHORE, April 6: Pakistan has become a water-scarce country with its annual per capita water availability declining from 5,000 cubic metres to as low as 800 cubic metres during the past 55 years. 

This was revealed in a paper presented by International Waterlogging and Salinity Institute Director General Muhammad Nawaz Bhutta and Director Dr A.B. Sufi at the first technical session of the 69th Pakistan Engineering Congress in a hotel here on Tuesday. 

The experts pointed out that water availability fell short of crop requirements by 40 million acre feet (maf) in the year 2000, and the shortfall would go up to 108maf in 2013 and 151maf in 2025. Consequently, agricultural production would also fail to meet the food and fibre needs of the ever-increasing population of the country in the next 20 years. 

In the past, wastage of water, although undesirable, was yet affordable. "If the nation does not stop wasting water right now, we shall be faced with unthinkable prospects of food shortage in a few years," they warned. A water sector investment-planning study, conducted in 1990, had reported food, fibre and edible oil shortfall of 23.5 tons in 2000 and 48.5 million tons in the year 2013. 

They said that the average annual inflow of rivers was 145maf and the annual canal head withdrawal 105maf. The groundwater pumping in the Indus Basin has increased from 3.34maf in 1959-60 to 50maf in 1996-97 through around 600,000 shallow tubewells of low capacity. An additional potential of about 10maf has been estimated in riverine areas while outside the Indus basin it is estimated at 1.41maf. 

They observed that a substantial increase in water supply was not possible in the short run because no dam could be built even if there were no political and other constraints. In other words nothing can be done to reduce water shortage substantially in the near future. 

Out of 35 to 40maf of water flowing to the sea and 10maf minimal escape being allowed below the Kotri Barrage for environmental and other abstractions, a meagre potential of 25maf was left for development of surface water resources. 

They recommended that the quantity of irrigation water should be increased progressively by additional storages and its quality may be maintained by completing the on-going irrigation and drainage projects on a priority basis and initiating new irrigation schemes, especially in water-deficient areas. 

They said that an integrated approach for the entire Indus Basin should be adopted instead of piecemeal efforts. In order to increase the national water storage capacity which at present is 10 per cent of the annual river inflow, harnessing of hill torrents, construction of small surface irrigation schemes, check dams, infiltration galleries, diversions, delay action dams, flood irrigation schemes and small and medium-size dams in backward areas should be given top priority. 

Water conservation projects such as canal-lining, on-farm water management, irrigation system rehabilitation and modernization should be implemented in an environmentally safe manner. 

[image: image1.png]



REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

8 April 2004

General environment news

Caprivi Floods 'To Get Worse'

The Namibian (Windhoek): RISING water levels in the Caprivi Region have claimed another four lives, Prime Minister Theo-Ben Gurirab told the National Assembly yesterday. At the same time, Gurirab warned that the worst of the floods was yet to come. The four deaths – which occurred Wednesday - were reported to have been the drowning of three grown men and an eight-year-old. Last week the Prime Minister informed the Assembly of two other flood-related deaths. Yesterday he said that between 8 000 and 10 000 people were affected by the situation, with 5 000 people estimated to be at immediate risk. "It is a perilous and dangerous situation, I must admit," Gurirab said. The level of the Zambezi River had exceeded seven metres over the past weekend, Gurirab said. He added that two more waves of flooding were building up in the river, that floodwaters were already streaming into Lake Liambezi - connected to the Zambezi and Linyanti-Chobe Rivers, and warned: "We see clear signs that a more severe flood is on the way." Four hundred people have already been evacuated from low-lying areas, with children and teachers from schools in flooded areas having been moved to higher areas at places such as Impalila - at the far eastern end of the Caprivi Region, Schuckmannsburg along the Zambezi east of Katima Mulilo, and Kabbe and Lusese, southeast of Katima Mulilo.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404070306.html
Swaziland: New Legislation On Disaster Management And Environment
UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Two pending pieces of legislation will facilitate disaster management and bring Swaziland in line with a key international environmental protocol. "As the Prime Minister pointed out, we have seen drought, hailstorms, AIDS and flash flooding within the past year, and we must coordinate our local and national security, health and governmental bodies for quick mobilization when disaster strikes," a spokesman for the Deputy Prime Minster's Office (DPM) told IRIN. A Disaster Management Bill would establish a permanent inter-governmental structure at national and regional levels, linking government ministries with the administrations of the regions. Eastern and southern Swaziland are prone to drought and facing their third consecutive year of low rainfall. Harvests are down nationwide for a fifth straight year, and the government has declared a national emergency. Swaziland's growing industrial capacity has brought new concerns over water and air pollution that is the subject of the Montreal Protocol, which seeks to control ozone-depleting emissions. The Swazi cabinet is to consider ratifying the Montreal Protocol, after environmental officials attended an extraordinary meeting last month of the parties to the Montreal Protocol on "Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer". Swazi environmentalists fear that a widening of an "ozone hole" over Antarctica might encompass Swaziland, on the southern tip of Africa. http://allafrica.com/stories/200404070649.html
GM Crops: Dar Working On Policy Options

The East African (Nairobi): THE TANZANIA government is drafting a policy on genetically modified (GM) crops in readiness for adopting the controversial technology, which some advocates consider a necessity for the future of food production. The EastAfrican has learnt that a multi-sectoral selection of Tanzanian experts will be drafting the policy guidelines and regulations in order to safeguard and equip the nation with the necessary precautions. Tanzania's Minister for Agriculture and Food Security, Charles Keenja, said that the country had taken no clear position" on GM products to date. We cannot avoid this technology, but what's important is to put in place mechanisms and guidelines on how it would be introduced, including preparing a Cabinet paper for the purpose, he said. He said Tanzania was at an advanced stage in discussions with the South African government over how to adopt GM technology: We have a similar environment and they possess advanced laboratories for research on GM organisms, he said, adding that Tanzania was also considering co-operating with India and China in the same matter. Mr. Keenja said Tanzania was not in dire need of adopting GMOs immediately because, As of now we are self-reliant for over 90 per cent of our food, but by going about this issue systematically and critically, we would in future reach a point where we will decide on how to adopt GMOs.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404070238.html
_________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 8 April 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

Indian River-Linking Project
UNEP urged to conduct study on possible ecological disaster
BSS, Dhaka, April 8, 2004 - Environment and Forest Minister Shajahan Siraj has reiterated his call to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for conducting a study on a possible ecological disaster that would be created by unilateral withdrawal of waters from the Brahmaputra and the Ganges by India through its mega river-linking project.
http://www.thedailystar.net/2004/04/08/d404081001103.htm 

Asian sandstorms be more serious

BEIJING, April 1 (Xinhuanet) -- South Korean officials have warned that dust and sand storms are getting worse in Northeast Asia in recent years.
Dust and sand storms originate in the dry regions of northern China and Mongolia and blow across the Korean Peninsula and Japan, causing big losses in transportation and industry in these area.
…The U.N. Environment Program is also assisting governments as part of a 1 million US dollar project funded by the Global Environment Facility and the Asian Development Bank.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/01/content_1395816.htm 

Asian Sandstorms Intensifying, Response Far Off
SOGWIPO, South Korea (Reuters, by Jack Kim) - Dust and sand storms have plagued Northeast Asia for centuries but are getting worse in modern times, environment officials said on Wednesday. 
Storms affect the region nearly five times as frequently as they did five decades ago, but strategies remain elusive, delegates from 158 countries were told on the final day of a United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Program conference.
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=570&ncid=753&e=6&u=/nm/20040331/sc_nm/environment_un_dust_dc 

Barbara Sumner Burstyn: Profit comes before preserving the planet 
The New Zealand Herald, 05.04.2004, COMMENT - One morning recently I woke up and read through my usual array of international media. In the middle of the lead story from the Washington Post about mercury levels in seafood, I began to feel a deep wash of shame. 
The article warned women of childbearing age to limit their intake of fish from species such as white tuna. Issued by the Food and Drug Administration, the advisory was immediately criticised for understating the risks of eating fish. 
… And that a United Nations Environment Programme report says coal-fired power stations now account for 70 per cent of new, quantified man-made mercury emissions to the atmosphere, with the lion's share coming from Asia. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3558809&thesection=news&thesubsection=dialogue 

India : Science & Technology > GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE AND OUR VULNERABLE PLANET
Kerala News, During the 1980s’ unusually warm summers in the United States made the scientists to probe the phenomenon. They found that the temperatures were on the rise all over the world. World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in 1988 jointly founded an International Panel on Climate change (IPCC). Investigations by the IPCC show that the world has already warmed by 0.3 to 0.6 0C since 1860. The last two decades have been the warmest.
http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&id=8839 

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –8 April 2004

General Environment News
China to redeem farmland loss in Three Gorges Dam area 

Xinhuanet 2004-4-8

The world's largest hydropower and flood-control project will inundate 15,600 hectares of farmland in Chongqing alone in 2009 when the water level will rise to 175 meters. The relocation of inundated areas will occupy another 4,000 hectares, according to the government. Local authorities plan to curb farmland reduction by creating as many as 20,000 hectares of farmland by 2010 in the Chongqing section of the Three Gorges Dam area. The increased farmland will not only help provide adequate lots for relocated farmers but help preserve water and soil in the dam area. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/08/content_1407497.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Environmental Pollution and Control

The Engineering College at the University of Bahrain is organizing a short course on Environmental Pollution and Control 10-14 April. It covers aspects of the water and air environments including principles and applications pertinent to water quality and pollution, drinking water treatment, wastewater treatment, solid and hazardous waste management, and air pollution, control, and it also covers environmental legislation and regulations, and this subject will be discussed by the Regional Director of UNEP/ROWA.

Syria

Nature reserve brings new life

During public holidays, people from various parts of the North flock to a new tourist site, namely a huge pond now known as "the lake" that is located at the foot of a nature reserve established by Deputy Prime Minister Issam Fares on a hill overlooking Beino, in the qada of Akkar. 

The lake has a capacity of 75,000 cubic meters and is fed, during summer, by an artesian well dug for the lake's use. Various kinds of fish and ducks now inhabit the waters, while birds can be observed drinking from it, especially during the migration period. 

In a tip to environmental principles and so visitors can move freely, cars have been prohibited from entering the lake's perimeter. 

"The reserve constitutes an important element in re-establishing an environmental balance paralyzed for many years, with many kinds of animals and birds, missing for various reasons, that are now multiplying," he said. 

Listing the reserve's benefits, he indicated that it represented an example of how to deal with natural elements, including trees, birds and plantations, with the aim of preserving them from destruction and harm. 

Animals in the reservation include the Lebanese gazelle, known as gazela, two kinds of wild rabbits, goats and squirrels. Birds include the pheasant, flamingo and partridges. 

The director of the UNESCO affiliated Arab Network for Natural Reserves, Ghassan Jarada, noted that the mountain gazelle used to exist in Lebanon and it was appropriate to place it in a mountainous natural environment that suited it. 

Jarada, who is an expert in birds, spoke of the dangers facing the gazelle, like other animals and birds, namely indiscriminate hunting.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_ID=1&article_ID=1745&categ_id=1
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Prepared by News Services Section
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Rwanda

*
10 years after genocide, Annan unveils plan to stop future massacres

*
Marking 10 years since genocide, UN officials voice regret and resolve

*
Annan praises resilience and dignity of Rwandans in recovering from genocide

*
UN war crimes tribunal urges States to hand over remaining suspects

Other news

*
Nearly 20,000 Sudanese flood Darfur’s towns, reporting rape and torture – UN

*
UN peace operation in Burundi projected to cost $418 million for one year

*
Accidental deaths of six UN peacekeepers serving in DR of Congo mourned

*
UN envoy in Iraq continues canvassing views of broad cross-section of society

*
25 million displaced persons still need protection and aid, UN rights commission told

*
UN agency urges steps to prevent millions of deaths and injuries in road accidents

* * * *

Rwanda

7 April –Ten years after more than 800,000 Rwandan Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered by their fellow countrymen, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today unveiled a five-point plan for the United Nations to prevent future genocides while calling particular attention to the crisis unfolding now in the Darfur region of Sudan.

Addressing the Geneva-based UN Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Annan voiced his “grave concern” over reported human rights abuses in Darfur, citing a recent warning by the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator of “ethnic cleansing” in the area. 

“Such reports leave me with a deep sense of foreboding,” said the Secretary-General. “Whatever terms it uses to describe the situation, the international community cannot stand idle.”

With the backing of the Sudanese Government, he proposed sending a high-level team to Darfur to examine the crisis, and to seek improved access to those in need of help and protection. “It is vital that international humanitarian workers and human rights experts be given full access to the region, and to the victims, without further delay,” he said. “If that is denied, the international community must be prepared to take swift and appropriate action,” he warned.

The Secretary-General shared his personal reflections on the issue of genocide, and said decisive action in response would be “the only fitting memorial” the UN can offer to those who perished in the hundred-day frenzy of ethnic violence that overtook Rwanda in 1994.

“If there is one legacy I would most wish to leave to my successors, it is an Organization both better equipped to prevent genocide, and able to act decisively to stop it when prevention fails,” said Mr. Annan, who headed the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations in 1994 and said his thoughts since then had been “dominated” by questions about what more could have been done to stop the bloodshed.

His speech was just one of many events planned by the UN around the globe to commemorate the mass killings, including the observance of a minute of silence at noon throughout the world’s time zones and a special meeting in New York of the UN General Assembly and Security Council.

In outlining his Action Plan to Prevent Genocide, Mr. Annan said the first step must be to prevent armed conflict by addressing the issues that cause it. “We must attack the roots of violence and genocide: hatred, intolerance, racism, tyranny, and the dehumanizing public discourse that denies whole groups of people their dignity and their rights,” he said.

Protecting civilians during war is a second step in thwarting potential genocides, the Secretary-General said. He noted that in more and more conflicts non-combatants, including women and children, are no longer just “caught in the crossfire” but have become the direct targets of violence and rape.

“Wherever civilians are deliberately targeted because they belong to a particular community, we are in the presence of potential, if not actual, genocide,” he said, warning the international community that it could no longer afford to be blind to this grim dynamic.

A third step, the Secretary-General said, is to end impunity for those who have committed such crimes. He recalled the work of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and the landmark verdicts it has handed down – the first conviction for genocide of a former head of government, the first to determine that rape was used as an act of genocide, and the first to find that journalists who incite the population to genocide are themselves guilty of that crime.

He said his plan calls for greater efforts to achieve wide ratification of the Rome Statute, so that the new International Criminal Court “can deal effectively with crimes against humanity, whenever national courts are unable or unwilling to do so.”

In an attempt to establish a mechanism for an “early and clear warning” about potential genocides, the Secretary-General noted his decision to appoint a Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, who will report through him to the Security Council and the General Assembly, as well as the Commission.

The adviser will work closely with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to collect information on potential or existing situations or threats of genocide, he said, serve as an early-warning mechanism to the Security Council and other parts of the UN system, and make recommendations to the Council on actions to be taken to prevent or halt genocide.

As for the fifth pillar of his plan, the Secretary-General called for “swift and decisive action” in response to warnings of genocide. “Anyone who embarks on genocide commits a crime against humanity. Humanity must respond by taking action in its own defence. Humanity’s instrument for that purpose must be the United Nations, and specifically the Security Council,” he said, adding that military action should be used as an extreme measure.

“Let us not wait until the worst has happened, or is already happening,” the Secretary-General concluded. “Let us not wait until the only alternatives to military action are futile hand-wringing or callous indifference. Let us be serious about preventing genocide. Only so can we honour the victims whom we remember today. Only so can we save those who might be victims tomorrow.”

* * *

Rwanda

7 April – With a minute of mournful silence, the ringing of the Peace Bell, the testimony of a tearful young survivor and expressions of regret and resolve from senior officials, the United Nations today commemorated the deaths of at least 800,000 Rwandans 10 years ago in the world’s biggest genocide since the Second World War.

The officials also looked at ways to prevent any repetition of similar horrors in the future.

“While we may look backwards, we must move forward,” the President of the General Assembly, Julian Hunte of Saint Lucia, told a commemorative meeting which included the participation of the Security Council. 

On 6 April 1994 an airplane carrying two Hutu officials, President Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda and President Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi, was downed under conditions that have never been conclusively explained. The next day extremists among Rwanda’s majority Hutus, who have said Belgian colonialism left them as second-class citizens, went on a 100-day campaign of killing Tutsis and moderate Hutus, using mainly machetes, clubs and garden hoes.

According to an independent, UN-authorized inquiry, key countries were operating under the shadow of peacekeeping failures in Somalia. Their forces evacuated their own civilian nationals and showed little or no political will to maintain a presence in Rwanda or to share information on the unfolding tragedy with the UN Force Commander in Rwanda, Gen. Romeo Dallaire of Canada, before they, too, left. 

Ghanaian troops, under Deputy Force Commander Gen. Henry Kwami Anyidoho, remained, along with some Senegalese forces, notably the late Capt. Mbaye Diagne, to take whatever defensive action they could. Many of those who died had taken shelter at the peacekeepers’ military posts, only to find themselves abandoned and defenceless.

The Rwandan Government recently put the final death toll at 937,000 men, women and children.

“What a pity it is that the deliberate killing of the President of Rwanda, together with the President of Burundi, would not have caused a nation to mourn, but instead would have resulted in 100 days of terror and violence, in full view of the United Nations and the world,” Mr. Hunte said.

“What a pity it was that people could be targeted for assassination, that complicity could be all around, that the media could help to fuel the conflict.”

The Security Council President for April, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany, said, “The genocide in Rwanda was a shock that moved the whole organization: it triggered some important innovations in peacekeeping, it defined the mandate of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and it had a considerable impact on the work of the Security Council.”

The Council was now giving increased attention to conflict prevention, addressing the root causes of conflict, including the impact of massive violations of human rights, sharpening its understanding of post-conflict peacebuilding, and combating impunity in relation to war crimes, he said.

Asserting that the UN is “serious about mastering the challenge” posed by the threat of genocide, he said the world’s people should see this as a sign of hope. “In return, we will understand that your hope places on us the obligation not to fail you again,” he said.

Deputy Secretary General Louise Fréchette, noting that Secretary-General Kofi Annan today in Geneva unveiled a plan to combat genocide, said it would spur the UN to improve its operations to prevent armed conflicts, protect civilians, end impunity for perpetrators and monitor warning signals. 

The plan calls for the designation of a Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide with a mandate including preventing mass murder and ethnic cleansing by reporting looming signs to UN bodies through the Secretary-General, Ms. Fréchette said.

“Right now, for example, we have abundant warning that something horrible is going on in the Greater Darfur region of Sudan,” she said, urging access by humanitarian and human rights personnel to victims there. She also noted that the Secretary-General has said if this access is denied, the international community should be prepared to act swiftly in response.

Speaking by satellite television, Rwandan President Paul Kagame said his Government had adopted a two-pronged approach to “banish the ideology of genocide.”

“One approach includes constitutional measures that prescribe punitive action against those who promote an ideology of hate, intolerance and division within our communities,” he said.

“The other approach includes implementing a proactive programme aimed at promoting national unity and reconciliation and encouraging open and frank discussions about the costly mistakes of the past to ensure that they are not repeated.”

Genocide survivor Jacqueline Murekatete described how neighbours her relatives trusted came and killed them. The dying had not yet ended, however, she said, because one of the heinous crimes committed in 1994 was the mass rape of women, many of whom had contracted HIV/AIDS. Meanwhile, orphans roamed the streets, she added.

Other speakers included representatives of the African Union, the African Group, the Asian Group, the Latin American and Caribbean Group, and the Western European and Others Group, interrupted for a minute of silent mourning at noon.

Performing songs of mourning and of hope were Rwandan singer Cécile Kayirebwa and the New York group, the Boys Choir of Harlem.

At a solemn march outside the UN building, Under-Secretary-General for Management Catherine Bertini told a crowd of hundreds of staff members, “Each of us remembers what we saw on television, our growing horror as we began to grasp the enormity of what was happening and our frustration at the inability of the international community to act effectively.” 

Calling the 100-day massacre “the most flagrant and incontrovertible instance of genocide that humanity had witnessed in half a century,” she said the genocide had left scars on the UN and its standing in public opinion.

She rang the UN’s Peace Bell, a gift from the Government of Japan, to signal the start of the minute of silence, prior to which staff members walked in a giant circle before the Secretariat Building.

* * *

Rwanda

7 April – Commemorating the tenth anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today paid tribute to the resilience and dignity shown by Rwandans in recovering from their national trauma, and voiced regret over the international community’s failure to stop the bloodshed.

“Rwanda has much to show the world about confronting the legacy of the past, and is demonstrating that it is possible to reach beyond tragedy and rekindle hope,” he said in a message delivered by his Special Adviser on Africa, Ibrahim Gambari, to a memorial ceremony in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.

Reflecting on the decade since the genocide, Mr. Annan, who was in charge of UN peacekeeping in 1994, said the painful memories of that era had influenced his thinking since and questioned whether the international community had learned from the experience.

“Confronted by a new Rwanda today, could and would governments respond effectively, in good time? We can by no means be certain this would happen,” he said.

As Mr. Gambari delivered the Secretary-General’s message in Kigali, Mr. Annan himself unveiled a UN system-wide Action Plan to Prevent Genocide at a meeting of the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva.

“The Plan is meant to bring to bear the weight of the international community – to prevent the armed conflicts that are the primary settings in which genocide occurs; to protect civilians, and especially minorities, who are the primary targets; to end impunity, through robust judicial systems, both national and international; and finally, to improve early warning, in order to recognize the signs of approaching genocide,” Mr. Gambari explained to those present in Kigali.

Looking to the future, he added that the UN is doing what it can to help Rwandans, especially the young generation, build a new society together, by providing assistance with clearing mines, repatriating refugees, rehabilitating clinics and schools, and building up the judicial system.

* * *

Rwanda

7 April – Calling on the world’s States to hand over all remaining indicted suspects, the United Nations war crimes tribunal for Rwanda today marked the tenth anniversary of the start of the 1994 genocide with a special memorial ceremony at its headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania.

Judge Andresia Vaz, Vice-President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), led the ceremony by asking for prayers for the souls of the estimated 800,000 victims of the killings. She laid a wreath at the site of a permanent monument, which honours both Rwandans and ICTR staff members who have died, in Arusha.

Staff observed a minute’s silence after the wreath was laid and there were speeches from ICTR officials, staff and the leaders of local religious institutions.

In a statement to mark the occasion, ICTR Prosecutor Hassan B. Jallow said the Tribunal’s work aims not just to provide justice to the victims of the genocide, but to also help promote peace and reconciliation in Rwanda.

“It is meant to send a message to the rest of the world that there is an end to tolerance of impunity; that people who engage in such reprehensible conduct, particularly those in positions of leadership, will be held to account for their behaviour,” he said.

Set up by the Security Council to try people responsible for the genocide and for other human rights violations during 1994, the ICTR has so far delivered 15 judgments involving 21 accused people, convicting 18 of them and acquitting three others. Nine of the convicted have been sentenced to jail for the rest of their lives.

The trials of 21 other people are currently in progress, and two of them continued today. Another 21 people are in custody awaiting the start of their trial.

Mr. Jallow said there are still many indicted suspects who remain at large, despite several Security Council resolutions urging States to arrest them and hand them over to the ICTR.

He also said that countries could cooperate with the ICTR by agreeing to accept the transfer of the cases of some Arusha detainees to their domestic jurisdictions. The Tribunal is trying to clear its backlog so that it can meet a Security Council timetable requiring all work to be finished by 2010.

“The rest of the world should support those States that are willing to accept cases but are constrained by resource difficulties,” Mr. Jallow said.

* * *

Sudan

7 April – Nearly 20,000 Sudanese in Darfur have flooded the region’s towns over the past week, reporting a campaign of systematic torture and rape by militia groups, which a senior United Nations official recently linked to ethnic cleansing.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported today that 4,000 people have taken shelter at the Kalma camp in recent days, raising its population to 12,000.

Truckloads of internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the Dinka ethnic community are also entering Nyala itself on a daily basis, OCHA reported. In the town of Kass, 15,000 people have arrived in the last week.

New arrivals at Kalma told OCHA staff that Janjaweed militias committed “major atrocities” in the Shetaya and Kailiek areas of Darfur, killing and torturing up to 200 men and systematically raping women. IDPs fleeing Kailiek said they were forced to pay the militias simply to leave the area.

A separate group of thousands of IDPs who fled a Janjaweed attack on Abu Adjura on Sunday said the militia attacked two of their four convoys, looting the goods and then raping some of the women.

Last Friday, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland said the Janjaweed and other militias allied to the Sudanese Government were conducting an ethnic cleansing campaign in Darfur.

Mr. Egeland said “a coordinated, scorched earth” plan was targeting the region’s black African population, including the Fur, Zaghawas and Massalit ethnic groups.

Eight UN experts also issued a statement last month voicing alarm at reported atrocities by the Janjaweed and other government-allied militias against civilians in Darfur.

Today, in an address to the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva marking the 10th anniversary of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, Secretary-General Kofi Annan echoed mounting concerns about rights abuses in Darfur.

“Such reports leave me with a deep sense of foreboding,” Mr. Annan said. “Whatever terms it uses to describe the situation, the international community cannot stand idle.”

Meanwhile, UN agencies are raising alarm about the outbreak of communicable diseases in Darfur in areas where thousands of IDPs have hurriedly gathered.

The World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Sudanese Health Ministry and Save The Children (UK), a non-governmental organization (NGO), have begun a measles vaccination campaign in the provincial town of Al Fasher in Northern Darfur and in the El Meshtel camp for IDPs. Measles can kill children, while survivors of the contagious infection often suffer lifelong disabilities.

Already a measles outbreak at El Meshtel has led to one confirmed death, three suspected deaths and 10 new cases on Friday. UNICEF has airlifted extra supplies of vaccines and antibiotics there. There has also been a confirmed outbreak in Nertiti in western Darfur, where 200 children and adults have contracted the disease.

Food shortages are further exacerbating the situation. Between 60 and 100 children at Kalma camp – mostly newly arrived IDPs – are badly malnourished, WHO reported.

* * *

Burundi

7 April – A proposed United Nations peacekeeping operation in Burundi aimed at consolidating recent political progress there would cost $418 million for a 12-month period, according to a new UN document released today.

The projected figure breaks down to $269 million in recurrent expenses, and $149 million for one-time costs such as buying equipment and deploying the military contingents, and should be paid for by dues levied on UN Member States, the Secretary-General says.

Mr. Annan has already informed the President of the Security Council of his intention of immediately beginning preparations for a UN operation, which would comprise a military force of 5,650 troops, including observers and headquarters staff, based on the reassignment of the African Union’s African Mission in Burundi (AMIB), as well as a civilian component of about 1,050 people.

Ahead of elections scheduled for 31 October, the mission, called MINUB, would support the process of disarming and disbanding militia groups as well as collecting, securing and destroying weapons. It would also help to train the Burundi National Police. Other MINUB components would work to promote the rule of law, coordinate assistance in support of the elections, and report on human rights abuses.

Since 1993, the UN has had an office in Burundi supporting peace initiatives there. An agreement signed in Arusha in 2000 forms the basis of the political transition, which will culminate in October’s elections. The AMIB has been deployed since October 2003.

* * *

DR of Congo

7 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today paid tribute to the memory of six United Nations peacekeepers who drowned while on routine patrol in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) on Tuesday.

Mr. Annan was “deeply saddened by the tragic drowning,” his spokesman said, extending condolences to the families of the victims as well as their home country, South Africa.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) is carrying out a full investigation into the incident, which occurred when an armoured personnel carrier with 11 soldiers inside swerved to avoid an oncoming vehicle and fell into the waters of Lake Kivu, about 35 kilometres west of Goma.

MONUC reported yesterday that of the five soldiers taken to its hospital in Goma, one was seriously hurt and the others were lightly injured.

Thirty-four UN peacekeepers have died since the Mission’s establishment in 2000.

* * *

Iraq

7 April – United Nations Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi today continued his series of meetings with Iraqi officials and other leaders as part of an effort to canvass a broad range of views on the political transition set for the end of June, when United States-led occupation forces are scheduled to transfer power to an Iraqi administration.

“He is seeking the opinions of all sectors of society on the question of the transition, the form of a transitional administration, how to proceed and what kind of body should be formed to receive power on 1 July,” said Ahmad Fawzi, the envoy’s spokesman. 

Mr. Fawzi added that there is consensus on the 30 June date for the transfer of sovereignty. “What we don’t know yet is what body would be acceptable to Iraqis and how it should be selected,” he explained.

Today, Mr. Brahimi met with another member of the Governing Council, Sheikh Ghazi of Mosul, as well as the country’s Minister of Education, Dr. Ala’a Alwan, who worked previously for over a decade at the UN World Health Organization (WHO) before returning to Iraq to help rebuild the country.

The envoy also held meetings with representatives of trade unions, including the Chairman of the General Union of Workers as well as senior representatives of teachers and farmers groups. In addition, he spoke with leaders of the Iraqi women’s movement, intellectuals and students.

Mr. Brahimi also continues consulting on an ad hoc basis with members of the Coalitional Provisional Authority (CPA), Mr. Fawzi said.

* * *

Human rights

7 April – While the international community has taken strides to respond to the plight of people uprooted from their homes because of war and conflict, 25 million people in Africa, Asia and South America remain desperately in need of protection and assistance, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights was told today.

Although the crisis of internal displacement remained daunting, the international community appeared resolved, and was certainly better equipped, to respond commensurately, Francis Deng, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Representative on internally displaced persons, told the Geneva-based Commission as it began its discussion of the rights of specific groups and individuals, including migrant workers, minorities, mass exoduses and displaced persons and other vulnerable groups and individuals.

Mr. Deng noted that in 2003 the number of people forced from their homes remained at 25 million because while some 3 million people were able to return to their areas of origin in places such as Angola, Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina and parts of Indonesia, an equal number were newly displaced. Most of them were in Africa – including in Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia, Sudan and Uganda – and in Colombia, Myanmar and the Aceh region in Indonesia.

Mr. Deng said the challenge was to be effective and comprehensive on the ground, where the needs of displaced populations for protection and assistance were real and pressing. What should be avoided was complacency and pessimism.

In a separate briefing, Hessa Khalifa bin-Ahmed al-Thani, the Commission for Social Development’s Special Rapporteur on disability, said that the past 10 years had seen steady progress in dealing with disability as a human rights issue.

She told the Commission the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities adopted by the General Assembly in 1993 had served as an authoritative guide for countries in implementing disability programming and developing national plans and policies to ensure that persons with disabilities were brought from the margins of society into the mainstream of the economic, social, cultural, civil and political lives of their communities.

The Special Rapporteur recalled that the UN General Assembly had begun in 2001 a process of discussing the adoption of a treaty on the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities. The elaboration of a new convention and the integration of disability into the work of existing human rights mechanisms should be seen as complementary approaches, she added. This so-called multi-track approach, which also included the continued efforts to address the social development dimension of the problems faced by persons with disabilities, had received broad support in the international community.

* * *

Road safety

7 April – With road accidents worldwide causing one death, 43 injuries and a loss of nearly $500,000 every 30 seconds, the United Nations health agency today called for immediate action to improve road safety and prevent a projected 80 per cent increase in traffic fatalities in low- and middle-income countries alone by 2020.

“We are not talking about random events or ‘accidents’. We are talking about road crashes. The risks can be understood and therefore can be prevented,” World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in a message on World Health Day, dedicated this year for the first time in the agency’s history to traffic safety.

Events are being held worldwide to mark the Day, which coincides with the release of a report by WHO and the World Bank with concrete recommendations to governments, industry, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), international agencies and individuals for improving safety and reducing the toll of deaths and injuries.

Measures proposed in the World report on road traffic injury prevention range from setting up a lead agency in every country to coordinate road safety action plans and taking proven steps to prevent crashes and minimize injuries and their consequences. 

Road crashes are the second leading cause of death globally among young people aged 5 to 29 and the third leading cause of death among people aged 30 to 44 years. They kill 1.2 million people every year and injure or disable as many as 50 million more, with injuries costing countries between 1 and 2 per cent of gross national product (GNP), or $518 billion annually.

Unlike 
high-income countries where those most at risk are car drivers and passengers, people most in danger in low- and middle-income countries are pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists and users of informal modes of public transport.

As a follow-up to the Day’s observances, Secretary-General Kofi Annan is slated to address a General Assembly session next week on the global road safety crisis. In a message today, he said achieving and sustaining safety on the roads required deliberate action from many sectors of society.

“Road safety is a crucial concern for both public health and development,” Mr. Annan said, adding that successful accident prevention requires the commitment of all involved with health, transport, education and finance, as well as police, legislators, manufacturers, foundations and the media.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good morning.  I would like to extend a warm welcome to our guests.  

**Rwanda – Secretary-General Speech
The Secretary-General today said that we must never forget our collective failure to protect at least 800,000 defenceless men, women and children who perished in Rwanda 10 years ago today.

Speaking after two minutes of silence in memory of the Rwandans killed in the genocide that began on 7 April 1994, the Secretary-General told the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva that we must acknowledge our responsibility for not having done more to prevent or stop genocide.

He added, “The risk of genocide remains frighteningly real.”

The Secretary-General called for swift and decisive action when there is abundant warning.  In that connection, he cited the situation in Darfur, Sudan, where deliberate actions had been observed with the specific objective of the forcible and long-term displacement of targeted communities.

He warned, “Such reports leave me with a deep sense of foreboding.  Whatever terms it uses to describe the situation, the international community cannot stand idle.”

The Secretary-General, in his speech, launched an Action Plan to Prevent Genocide, involving the whole UN system.

The plan consists of preventing armed conflict; protecting civilians in armed conflict; ending impunity, including through UN tribunals; early and clear warning –- including the creation of a UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide; and swift and decisive action.

By “action”, he made it clear that he means a continuum of steps, which may include military action.  But military action, he added, should always be seen as an extreme measure, to be used only in extreme cases.

And we have copies of his speech available upstairs.

The Secretary-General is expected to return to New York by the weekend.

**Rwanda – Other Messages
From Kigali to Dili to New York, UN officials joined the world in marking the tenth anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda.

In Kigali, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General Ibrahim Gambari attended memorial events on the Secretary-General’s behalf.  He delivered a message underscoring the sense of regret and sorrow that the international community failed 

Rwanda.  Today, the Secretary-General adds, the United Nations is doing what it can to help Rwandans, especially the young, to build a new society together.

In New York, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette addressed the General Assembly meeting this morning in commemoration of the genocide.  She said we cannot undo the past, or repair the failure of Rwanda.  But, she added, the world can be serious about preventing genocide.

Hassan Jallow, Prosecutor for the Rwanda Tribunal, said in Arusha that all Member States should hand over to the Tribunal all indicted suspects.  Speaking in The Hague, Philippe Kirsch, President of the International Criminal Court, said that today, as we remember those who died in Rwanda, we look forward to a future where these types of crimes might be prevented.  And we have copies of those and other statements available upstairs.

And here at Headquarters, in a few minutes staff will assemble in front of the Building to observe a minute of silence to mark this anniversary.

One more note on Rwanda, I’d like your attention to genocide survivor Jacqueline Murekatete, who said that the survivors from the genocide today are women who are dying from HIV/AIDS, and orphans that are left alone on the streets.  We should keep their suffering in mind, she said, in a statement delivered a few minutes ago to the General Assembly.

**Rwanda Panel
Among the events still to be held today on Rwanda, there will be a panel discussion, from 1:00 to 3:00 this afternoon, in the ECOSOC Chamber, titled “A Decade after Rwanda:  The United Nations and the Responsibility to Protect”.  The Deputy Secretary-General will chair that panel and make some opening remarks.  That discussion is, of course, open to all.

**Darfur
On Darfur, an update from the humanitarian agencies:  In the past week, almost 20,000 internally displaced persons have arrived in towns in south Darfur.  And we have a press release with more information upstairs.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
I also have a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the tragic drowning of six UN peacekeepers in Lake Kivu yesterday after their armoured personnel carrier was involved in a serious accident.  He extends his most sincere condolences to the Government and people of South Africa, and to the families of the bereaved.
“The UN mission is carrying out a full investigation into the incident.”
And we were informed by the mission today that they did manage to pull out the bodies of the six peacekeepers who had been trapped in the carcass of their armoured personnel carrier.
**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, there are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council as a whole today.

The Council President, German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger, delivered remarks on behalf of the Security Council at the Rwanda commemorations, which I spoke about a few minutes ago.

In a press statement on Guinea-Bissau issued yesterday afternoon, the Council welcomed the holding of legislative elections, commended the people of Guinea-Bissau for their sense of public-spiritedness during the poll and encouraged them to stay the course.  Council members also expressed concern at the persistence of the serious economic difficulties in Guinea-Bissau and called on lenders and donors to consider the situation in the West African country as an emergency.

And out today is an addendum to the Secretary-General’s report on Burundi in which he says the financial implications of the UN peacekeeping operation is projected at some $418 million for a 12-month period.

**Iraq
Turning to Iraq now, the team led by Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi is continuing with its schedule of meetings with a broad range of Iraqis, to hear their views about the transfer of power and other key concerns.

Brahimi’s today held further talks with members of the Iraqi Governing Council, as well as with trade unionists, members of civil society and women’s groups.  The team also continued consultations, on an ad hoc basis, with representatives of the Coalition Provisional Authority.

**UNICEF/Georgia Measles
Turning to Georgia, more than 2,500 children in the Pankisi Gorge area of that country are being immunized against measles this week, following an outbreak of the killer disease.

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), and the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, are rushing in vaccines and a mobile team to immunize the children –- who include both Georgians and Chechen refugee children.  And we have more in a press release available upstairs.

**WHO/World Health Day
And lastly, today is World Health Day and the theme is “Road safety is no accident!”

Road crashes are one of the leading causes of death globally, killing 1.2 million people and injuring as many as 50 million more.

In a joint report with the World Bank, the World Health Organization estimates that road traffic deaths will rise by 80 per cent in low- and middle-income countries by 2020.  And we have a press release available upstairs with more information.

Any questions?
Thank you very much.

* *** *
_
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