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UN to help Saint Petersburg and Leningrad Region to solve ecological problems
 Leading representatives of the Russian Environment Ministry in Saint Petersburg and the Leningrad Region met Deputy Director of the UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) Shafkat Kakakhel in Saint Petersburg today. As a Rosbalt correspondent reports, they discussed UNEP's possible assistance in solving some of the region's ecological problems. 

  During the meeting ministry representatives said that Russian ecologists did not require any extra training to solve the problems but only financial help and equipment. Mr Kakakhel said that UNEP is an organisation which specialises in training ecological specialists and developing ways of protecting the environment. None the less, he promised to support Russian specialists working in Scandinavia, stressing the importance of solving the region's problems including the destruction of toxic waste and sewage. 

  Mr Kakakhel said he would do what he could to enable ecologists from Saint Petersburg and the Leningrad Region to participate in international conferences and do research work abroad. He also said it was important for the two organisations to exchange valuable information. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian 

Chilean forest fires devastate ancient trees 

Paul Brown, environment correspondent

Friday August 8, 2003

The monkey puzzle tree, much loved in English suburban gardens, has been brought close to extinction in the wild by disastrous forest fires which have burned down 71% of its stronghold in Chile's Malleco national reserve, the United Nations Environment Programme said yesterday. 

Some trees were 2,000 years old. The south of Chile is known to tourists for its dramatic landscape and temperate rainforests. 

After years of destruction the monkey puzzle tree is now found in the wild in two small areas in the Andes and on the coastal mountain range. 

In the UK it was much loved by the Victorians as an ornamental tree, and it remained popular in suburbia until the 1930s. A fashionable revival recently has put thousands on sales in garden centres, but these are grown from carefully controlled seed banks. 

Fires in the past southern summer destroyed 30,000 hectares of native forest,  and supplies of seeds are disappearing. 

Research by Cristian Echeverria for Unep has revealed the far-reaching implications of the forest fires in Chile. 

He is pioneering a technique for mapping the fragmentation of the forest using remote sensing satellite images from the past 25 years to assess the rate at which native forest is being removed. 

In one of the study areas 64% of the wild forest has been lost in 25 years and the continuous forest cover broken. 

Reconstructed maps show that in 1550, when the Europeans arrived, the entire country would have been forest. 

In 1990 the monkey puzzle was declared a protected species in Chile, and felling it was forbidden. 

Its plight is being used to highlight the threats forest fires pose to endangered tree species. 

In all there are 8,000 species on the danger list, 10% of the total number identified. 

The environmental organisation Fauna & Flora International and the Unep World Conservation Monitoring Centre at Cambridge are collaborating on the Global Trees Campaign, which aims to establish the management plans vital for keeping forests sustainable. 

An important element of this is the development of a mapping programme leading to a world atlas of threatened trees. 

Mark Collins, director of the WCMC, is concerned that the future of wild forests has worsened since the centre published the first global assessment, The World List of Threatened Trees, five years ago. 

"New research, such as that on the monkey puzzle, is revealing that fragmentation of wild forest and their replantation with potentially invasive foreign species are major threats," he said. 

Peter Ashton of Harvard and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, supports his concern. 

He said: "In the tropics many rare tree species are already functionally extinct. 

"The high diversity of plants in tropical rainforests means that specimens are naturally widely spaced; if forest cover is further fragmented, then the probability of a pollinator being within range decreases. 

"Some forests are becoming living museums.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

BusinessWorld

August 8, 2003, Friday

Caution with technology

      BYLINE: Leilani M. Gallardo

      BODY:

       Despite winning the support of local corn farmers for allowing the commercialization of genetically modified corn, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warns the Philippine government to remain cautious in propagating the technology.

      In an interview with BusinessWorld on the sidelines of the Eco-Innovate forum in Sydney, Australia last

      month, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer said there is a need for the government to stay alert on the

      possible negative consequence that could arise from the new technology.

      "We have to do our utmost to avoid any risk of negative consequences to biodiversity and to the social

      fabric of society," he noted.

      Mr. Topfer said although he supports the government's move to welcome new technology, there should also be parallel efforts to mitigate the negative effects the new technology might bring in the future. 

      "We can't simply say that we don't want to have this specific technology but what we have to do is do our

      utmost to avoid coming to negative consequences. Thus, my recommendation is linked to the precautionary

      approach which means we have to be aware of whatever is necessary to make sure that the social and

      ecological consequences of genetic modification is known before we go for its development," he added.

      The UNEP chief said countries which have adopted genetically modified crops, such as the Philippines, should also adhere to the provisions of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

      "We have formalized the Cartagena Protocol and I think that is a very good basis for this [cautiousness]. I

      believe, therefore, that we have to consider the interest of the local farmers; ownership of biodiversity and

      genetic modification cannot be apart from the farmers," Mr. Topfer said.

      The Cartagena Protocol, of which the Philippines is a signatory, was intended to inject more transparency

      into the trade of genetically modified corps.

      Under the agreement, countries exporting genetically modified organisms will have to provide detailed

      information, including descriptions of the organism, to recipient countries in advance of any shipment to help them decide whether or not to accept it.

      The agreement also provides that a country may reject genetically modified imports or donations - even

      without scientific proof - if the country fears they pose a danger to its traditional crops, undermine local

      cultures or reduce the value of biodiversity to indigenous communities.

      The United States, an advocate of genetically modified crops, has not ratified the protocol, and it is

      challenging a European Union moratorium on genetically modified crops at the World Trade Organization.

      Local corn farmers, however, have expressed their support for the first ever commercialization of the

      genetically modified Bt (Bacillus thu-ringiensis).

      "As far as the legitimate corn farmers are concerned, this issue has already been long resolved. Although it

      is not a guarantee that we will be using [Bt corn], it will be one of the options we will consider... we have

      been waiting for this for a long time," Philippine Maize Federation president Roderico Bioco said.

      He noted this could greatly help increase the yield of local corn farmers who have been suffering from the

      effects of the asiatic corn, which has the capability of wiping out the yield of one planting season.

      Last December, the Philippines approved the application of US-based chemical firm Monsanto to commercially  propagate Bt corn in the country.

      This was after the firm successfully passed close to three years of field trials and scientific tests required by

      the Department of Agriculture's Administrative Order No. 8, or the government regulation covering the

      commercialization and propagation of genetically altered crops in the country.

      Two months ago, the Department of Agriculture started to require local companies that make use of

      imported commodities as raw materials for the manufacture of food and feeds to acquire permits from the

      Bureau of Plant and Industry and the Bureau of Animal Industry before they can bring in their products to

      ensure that these are properly labeled if containing genetically altered material.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

08/06/2003 21:08:23

FEATURE-Monkey business in Kinshasa markets

By Dino Mahtani

KINSHASA, Aug 7 (Reuters) - Take a monkey, disembowel it, and gently smoke it over a fire for two days. Once blackened sufficiently it can be served as a main dish or stewed in a broth.

``It is very tasty with a tomato and garlic sauce, over a bed of rice,'' says monkey dealer Marie-Jan at the meat and fish section of Kinshasa's central open air market.

On the table in front of her, five monkey corpses stare back, their faces permanently contorted and stiffened by days of charcoal cooking. 

Shoppers bustle over slime and fish guts mashed into the tile flooring while a young, bound crocodile tries to make a break for it under the tortoise shelf.

Severed goat heads stare up vacuously from a table and two men haggle over the price of a bucket of squirming grubs.

Giant snail and various species of antelope are other delicacies shipped down the Congo river to the Congolese capital Kinshasa, once hailed as the Paris of Africa.

PEACE MAY BOOST BUSHMEAT TRADE

As the Democratic Republic of Congo's five-year civil war winds down -- and traffic on the river reopens on long stretches that were closed during the conflict -- trade in bushmeat is set to increase.

It is a blood-soaked trade that conservationists say is devastating much of Africa's wildlife. Animals under threat include primates such as bonobos and chimpanzees.

``The commercial bushmeat trade is by far the greatest threat to both the chimpanzee and bonobo,'' says a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) fact sheet on great apes.

In its Africa Environment Outlook, UNEP says that more than 60 species of wildlife are commonly consumed in West and Central Africa.

``Bushmeat provides 70 percent of the animal protein in southern Ivory Coast; 80 to 90 percent in Liberia and 55 percent in Sierra Leone,'' it said.

The bushmeat market is not the only threat to the primates, antelope, crocodiles and other animals of Africa's steamy tropical regions.

Swelling rural populations and habitat destruction wrought by rampant logging are also taking their toll.

Logging roads open up previously isolated patches of forest and thereby contribute to the trade in bushmeat.

Up the Congo river from Kinshasa go basic goods such as clothes, cigarettes, petrol, sugar and salt. Down come commodities from the interior, including bushmeat.

``I sometimes sell only 10 crocodiles a day, but when trade on the river increases more crocodiles will come and more cheaply,'' says crocodile dealer Jeanette Lianza.

Where thick forests and war-induced isolation offer little else, bushmeat is often the only natural resource, especially in the northwest province of Equateur.

Much of the bushmeat found in Kinshasa comes from the Mbandaka area in Equateur, some 500 km (300 miles) upstream from the capital, in what was until recently rebel territory.

A young four-foot (1.2 metre) crocodile can fetch up to $35 on the market. Small monkeys go for $25 a carcass.

ON THE MENU

Restaurants are doing a roaring trade, with individual crocodile and snake dishes in some packed upmarket eateries costing more than $10 -- a princely sum in a country where most people get by on less than a dollar a day.

In the diplomatic enclave of Gombe in Kinshasa, Giselle Kyungu, a waitress at the Inzia restaurant, chats while she sets the table for the evening clients.

``Our clients are very mixed. We have a lot of Congolese businessmen, but also a lot of U.N. workers, who order everything on the menu,'' she says.

Everything from tortoise to monkey to crocodile is served, although Inzia does not stock much monkey these days.

``After the Ebola virus, lots of people became suspicious of monkey. But all these foods used to be more popular, and are not eaten so much anymore,'' says Giselle, referring to the lethal virus that infects apes as

well as humans.

``But I think that once we can buy these meats more cheaply, when trade starts to pick up after the end of the war, we will see more being eaten,'' she adds.

No menu or no market in town offers the elusive okapi, an elusive, giraffe-like creature that is only found in the Ituri forests in Congo,where armed ethnic rebel groups run rampant in their bid to dominate the

mineral-rich area.

Ituri is at the centre of Congo's latest conflict, and is the province surrounding the town of Bunia where a French-led multinational force has deployed to protect civilians from ethnic violence.

``Okapis are a protected species, you won't find them in the market here, but those bandit rebels are killing them off,'' says Flori Mandi, one of Kinshasa's market administrators.

Not more than 30,000 Okapis are said to be remaining in Congo's forests.

(Additional reporting by Ed Stoddard in Johannesburg) Reut21:08 08-06-03

REULBviaNewsEdge
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Much ado about herbs, 

BYLINE: Arni Abdul Razak

 THE life sciences platform of Universiti Sains Malaysia's Research and Creativity Management Office (RCMO)  is buzzing with excitement.

      Set up two months ago, it is busy preparing monographs on herbal plants, which will be published soon, and

      helping the Government in a project undertaken with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

      "We are publishing about 40 monographs by October and also helping out with the environmental project.

      Though the department is relatively new, these projects have kept us on our toes. It's hectic, but I'm

      enjoying it," said Professor Dr Mohamed Isa Abdul Majid, the acting research dean of the life sciences

      platform. 

      He added that the department also aimed at developing a database for all herbal research to let everyone

      know of the country's rich biodiversity and what was available as well as to develop new drugs using herbal

      resources.

      More than 200,000 monographs (worth over RM10 million) on herbal resources will also be published by 2006,  with plans to place them online.

      "USM has the oldest pharmacy school in the country and it's time we fully capitalise on it. With enough

      research, we can upgrade these herbal medicines to modern medicine, which is not only safe and of good

      quality, but also produces efficacious results."

      However, the challenge for USM is to pool herbal experts to help in the research and development of herbal

      medicine.

      "We would appreciate all the help we can get, especially from public and private research institutions. When

      we collaborate, the research will not overlap," he said.

      On the environmental aspect, the department is helping the Government in UNEP's "Development of National

      Implementation Plan (NIP) for the Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)" project.

      (POPs are toxic chemicals that affect human health and the environment.) Lecturers and experts from USM

      will undertake five POPs researches - information and communication technology; socio-economic analysis

      and impact evaluation; evaluation on human health; environmental impact; and conservation and

      remediation - in relation to the "unintentionally- produced chemicals assessment" project outlined by the

      Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment.

      "We have also come up with a few proposals pertaining to the project and are awaiting funding from the

      Government. It is very exciting for us as it provides an opportunity for us to lead in environmental

      management.

      "It is also our mission to bring USM to the global arena in the life sciences," he said.

      USM, in its role as a research-intensive university, has set up seven research clusters: social

      transformation; life sciences; fundamental and experimental research; clinical; information and

      communication technology (ICT) and education; health; and engineering and technology.

      These clusters have been set up to pool researchers in the same field besides fostering links with other

      universities such as from Japan, Russia, Cuba and Australia.

      Tapping all available resources from various schools in the university, the deans will also identify and

      execute creative multi-disciplinary research among researchers, including post-graduate students.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Europe's Heatwave Doesn't Prove Global Warming 

  BRUSSELS - One hot summer does not prove that the planet is warming, but expect a lot more extremes like the heat wave now hitting  Europe if the direst climate change predictions come true, weather experts say. 

  "We cannot say for sure that this is global warming, but the growing frequency of extreme weather events ties in with predictions of  global warming," said Asher Minns at Britain's Tyndall Center for Climate Change Research. 

  While European holidaymakers bask in one of the hottest Augusts on record, extreme heat and forest fires have killed dozens of people  across Europe and drought has hit farmers from the Atlantic to Siberia. 

  Portugal, the European country worst hit by fires, has declared a state of emergency. Parts of Canada and Russia are also suffering  wildfires in unusually hot and dry conditions. 

  Last summer Germany was hit by similarly devastating floods. Some experts believe that was also an example of the "extreme weather  events" that will become more frequent as the so-called greenhouse effect pushes up global temperatures. 

  EXTREMES INCREASING 

  According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), drawing on scientific advice from around the world, both drought  and floods could be more common due to global warming. 

  In its last major study, the IPPC said emissions of the gases which trap heat in the atmosphere, causing the greenhouse effect, could raise

  average earth temperatures by between 1.4 and 5.8 degrees Celsius in the next 100 years. 

  "As the global temperatures continue to warm due to climate change, the number and intensity of extreme events might increase," the  World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in a statement last month. 

  But WMO meteorologists, who say it is impossible to forecast weather more than 10 days in advance, warn against jumping to the firm  conclusion that we are witnessing global warming. 

  "We don't have enough evidence to say that yet," said the WMO's world climate program director Ken Davidson. "We need more  evidence than one or two events." 

  The picture is likely to become clearer by 2007 when the IPCC is due to produce its fourth assessment of the cause and likely effects of  climate change, he said. 

  Others are more convinced that we are already witnessing the start of a global warming nightmare which environmentalists say could  cause massive increases in droughts, deserts and rising sea-levels in the coming decades. 

  "We cannot directly attribute this one event to climate change...(but) all our models have suggested that this type of event will happen  more frequently," said Andy Yeatman, a spokesman for Britain's weather forecaster, the Met Office. 

  Its computer models have suggested that record hot summers such as August 1995, which used to occur once per century, could happen  as often as twice every three years by 2100. 

  ICE AGE COMING? 

  Yet some commentators remain skeptical that human-induced climate change will happen at all, let alone now. 

  Bill O'Keefe, a board member of Washington-based scientific think-tank the Marshall Institute, said there was no proof that the increase of  0.6 degree Celsius in the earth's temperature in the last century will lead to more extreme weather events. 

  "For at least 15 years, there has been a drum-beat about significant climate change and that human activities and fossil fuel use are  causing it and we have an impending apocalypse," O'Keefe said. "In 1977, the National Science Board (a U.S. government panel of  scientists) forecast a new ice age." 

  Such skepticism has influenced U.S. climate policy, which split from the rest of the world when President Bush pulled out of the Kyoto  Protocol on reducing greenhouse gases shortly after taking office in 2001. 

  While European governments are trying to work out how to comply with their Kyoto commitment to cut emissions, the skeptical U.S. administration is putting its efforts into reducing the uncertainties that remain in climate science. 

  Environmentalists say that could leave it too late to take action to prevent global warming. Sufficient evidence is there to start cutting emissions now, they argue. 

  Weather experts say it will take time to be sure global warming will happen as predicted. "This is not a question like the one we faced 1,000 years ago - is the world flat or not," said the WMO's Davidson. "That could be proven by people sailing around the world. 

  "We understand the greenhouse effect. We understand that man is assisting in trapping heat in the atmosphere. But we cannot understand all the effects of this yet." 

  Story by Robin Pomeroy 

  Story Date: 8/8/2003 __________________________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES OPINION PIECE

Is There a Place for DDT?

August 7, 2003

 By HENRY I. MILLER

STANFORD, Calif.?The outbreak of West Nile virus in the United States is rapidly becoming a significant threat to public health. With the peak season just beginning, the mosquito-borne virus has been found in animals (primarily birds and horses) in 38 states, and has caused 103 serious infections and three deaths in humans in 15 states.

Last year, there were more than 4,000 cases and almost 300 deaths. We may be on the verge of an epidemic, but there is no treatment and a vaccine is at least a decade away.

Public health officials have recognized the seriousness of the problem, but too often their response has been tepid and designed to avoid controversy. The Centers for Disease Control Web site, for example, advises people to avoid mosquito bites by covering up, using insect repellent, and staying indoors during peak mosquito hours. Missing from its list of suggestions, however, is any mention of insecticides or widespread spraying. Anyone curious about the role of pesticides in battling mosquitoes and West Nile is directed to a maze of other Web sites.

In the absence of a vaccine, elimination of the organism that spreads the West Nile virus - in this case, the

mosquito - is the key to prevention, but fundamental shortcomings in public policy limit the tools that are

available.

In 1972, on the basis of dubious data about toxicity to fish and migrating birds, the Environmental Protection

Agency banned virtually all uses of the pesticide DDT, an inexpensive and effective pesticide once widely deployed to kill disease-carrying insects. Allowing political sentiment to trump science, regulators also cited the possibility that DDT posed a cancer risk for humans - an assertion based on studies showing an increased incidence of the  illness in mice that were fed extremely high doses of the pesticide.

Not only did government regulators minimize scientific evidence of the safety and effectiveness of DDT, they also failed to appreciate the distinction between its large-scale use in agriculture and more limited application

for controlling carriers of human disease. Although DDT can be a toxic substance, there is a big difference between applying large amounts of it in the environment - as American farmers did before it was banned - and applying it carefully and sparingly to fight mosquitoes and other disease-carrying insects. A basic principle of toxicology is that the dose makes the poison.

The regulators who banned DDT also failed to take into consideration the inadequacy of alternatives. Because it persists after spraying, DDT works far better than many pesticides now in use, some of which are toxic to fish and other aquatic organisms. (While its longevity poses risks, they are minimized with targeted use.) Also, the need to spray other insecticides repeatedly drives up costs. For example, budget problems compelled Maryland this summer to turn down requests for spraying from communities badly infested with mosquitoes.

Given the long-term ineffectiveness of other pesticides, DDT remains the best alternative to fighting mosquitoes and the West Nile virus. It's worth recalling that DDT worked before, eradicating malaria from the United States. It's worth recalling, too, that since DDT was widely banned, insect-borne diseases like malaria and dengue fever have been on the rise worldwide. The World Health Organization estimates that malaria kills about one million people annually, and that there are 300 million to 500 million new cases each year.

How can we drain the public policy swamp? First, the government should undertake a re-evaluation of the

voluminous data on DDT that has been compiled since the 1970's. It should also make DDT available for mosquito control in the United States.

Second, the United States should oppose international strictures on DDT. This includes retracting American support for the United Nations Persistent Organic Pollutants Convention, which makes it exceedingly difficult

for developing countries - many of which are plagued by malaria - to use DDT.

Finally, federal officials should embark on a campaign to educate local authorities and citizens about the safety and potential importance of DDT. Right now, most of what people hear is the reflexively anti-pesticide drumbeat of the environmental movement.

Because DDT has such a bad rap, it will be politically difficult to resurrect its use. But we should begin the

process now. In the meantime, we'll just slather on the insect repellent, slap, scratch - and occasionally become

infected with a life-threatening but preventable disease.

Henry I. Miller, a doctor, is a fellow at the Hoover Institution. He was a Food and Drug Administration official

from 1979-1994. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/08/07/opinion/07MILL.html?ex=1061260434&ei=1&en=2251751a2e7db96d
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ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Lebanon

Green activists pin hopes on latest solid-waste plan

Environmental activists hope that the Cabinet’s promise to pass a solid waste plan in its Aug. 14 session will finally be approved without further delays. 
The question of solid waste is one of the most complex and critical issues the country is facing now and in the future. With no effective implementation of the different plans to treat waste, and a high cost for the proposed treatments, the solid waste issue will be left where it currently stands. For some, the Cabinet’s approval of the plan is an encouraging step, while others look at the step as another attempt by the government to bluff the public.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/07_08_03/art15.asp
Tikrit in the spotlight of war against poverty

Inhabitants, agricultural cooperative members and municipality officials of Tikrit asked the US Agency for International Development (USAID) for more funding for rural development programs in their area. 
The Tikrit in question is not the hometown of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, but a small Lebanese village in the middle of Akkar in North Lebanon, 120 kilometers away from the Beirut. 
The fertile land, owned and worked by the farmers themselves, used to be fully irrigated. But the mechanization of agriculture, the high costs of labor and water shortages led to the neglect of large tracts of agricultural land. 
“The latest government project in our region was in the late 60s when a handful of artesian wells were dug haphazardly,” said Mayor Hatem al-Ali. “It is thanks to the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), disbursing USAID grants that vital projects were carried out.” 
“Over the past five years about a total of $230,000 was spent on various essential projects,” said Ghassan Sayyah, YMCA CEO. “The YMCA-USAID grants amounted to $140,000 and the local authorities contributing the remainder.” 
“The most important was the rehabilitation of the main artesian well at a total cost of $85,000,” said Joseph Kassab, YMCA project manager. “The potable water tower is adequately supplied and the drinking water is tested periodically to ensure its safety.” 
“A second pipeline takes the water to higher ground to feed a network of irrigation pipes, which use natural gravity.” 
“Wheat and olive trees were the traditional crops,” said Mustafa Riyaq, head of the Tikrit Agricultural Production Cooperative. “Thanks to the new supply of water we are able to grow a variety of fruit trees, as well as tomatoes and cucumbers. Honey production is also set to increase.” 
Deputy Mayor Riad Attieh said that, apart from agriculture, a large portion of the local population of 18,000 is employed by the public sector, mainly in the armed forces. Garages for mechanical and body repairs are the only local light industry. 
“The development of cottage industries, where local women are earning much needed extra income, has tremendously advanced social and women’s issues,” said Riyaq. “Sixteen women are currently in training to swell the ranks of the existing group of 45.” 
The cooperative has already laid the foundations for a new 260-square-meter facility to house all its equipment and offices. The recent quarries’ closure has delayed the work due to lack of materials, but Riyaq is confident that the new center will be operational very soon. 
Other YMCA-USAID projects to date include solar dryers, agricultural roads, irrigation channels, rehabilitation of local schools and garbage bins for a cleaner environment. 
But the village still suffers from chronic problems that require urgent attention. 
The municipality said that over 90 percent of water springs are polluted by sewage. Tikrit has no sewage system and the stench in certain places is ample proof of this. Another looming problem is the accumulation of solid waste. A landfill is the only presently available solution, until a solid waste treatment plant project materializes. 
“We urgently require more funds to implement the required solutions,” said all of the municipality’s council members. “As we are unable to count on our own government, the YMCA-USAID grants are our best bet to carry out these projects.” 
“Unfortunately our scope of action is limited by the limited funding we receive from USAID,” said Sayyah. “It would be ideal if we could carry out all the necessary projects in Tikrit and other similar needy villages, but we have to allocate our limited resources on the basis of priority.” 
As for why their village is called Tikrit, Mukhtar Fawzi Rustom gave an explanation.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/business/29_07_03_a.asp
Oman

H.E. Mohammed Al-Araimi, Director General of Environmental Affairs signed on the agreement regarding the implementation of the second phase of protecting the groundwater from pollution.

http://www.alwatan.com/
Iraq

US troops in Iraq more concerned about attacks, heat than pneumonia outbreak

US forces in Iraq say they're more concerned about guerrilla attacks and the heat than about a pneumonia outbreak that has killed two soldiers and sent more than a dozen to Europe for medical care. 

In Washington, US military healthcare experts say they have issued new guidelines to fight the illness, but more than a dozen soldiers interviewed Wednesday by the Associated Press in Baghdad and Tikrit said they haven't seen them. 

“That's news to me,” said US Staff Sgt. Julian Oliver, 28. “They have put out nothing on it.” He and six other American soldiers manned a checkpoint on the 14th of July Bridge in the capital, Baghdad. 

“I don't know how it's possible to get pneumonia in this heat,” said Oliver, of New York City, sweat streaming down his face. “There is more danger out there for me and my soldiers than pneumonia.” More than 100 soldiers on duty in Iraq have been infected with pneumonia since March 1, according to Col. Guy Shields, a top military spokesman in Baghdad. Fourteen of the cases were serious enough to merit evacuation to a military hospital in Landstuhl, Germany. Shields said nine have recovered and three remain hospitalized. 

The soldiers who talked to AP said they were more worried about the near daily guerrilla attacks and avoiding heat stroke than pneumonia, an inflammation of the lungs that can be triggered by a variety of bacteria and viruses. 

“It's the lowest of my worries here,” said Spc. Brian Richter, 21, of Dayton, Washington. 

Others, including Capt. Alex Morales, 39, a medic in Tikrit, said soldiers have heard about the outbreak, but have more important worries. 

“It's not that pneumonia isn't important. It's just not high on our radar screen,” said Morales, of New York City, adding attacks against soldiers by rocket-propelled grenades and homemade bombs were “more real.” Morales said the US army has sent out special forms to track new cases of pneumonia. 

The guerrilla campaign against American occupiers in Iraq has claimed 52 lives since May 1. The US military has said coalition-led soldiers throughout Iraq are being attacked an average of 12 times daily. 

Military officials in Washington advised the nearly 160,000 troops in Iraq to take precautions against pneumonia by avoiding dehydration in temperatures that have topped 53 Celsius and avoiding the omnipresent dust by wearing masks. 

Iraq has been plagued by dust storms recently with brief, quick winds whipping up funnel clouds as high as five stories in some areas of the country of nearly 25 million people. With no rain, the dust has been rampant. 

Despite the guidelines, soldiers told AP they had yet to receive copies. Drinking plenty of water has been a priority since they marched through the country in March and April, but directives to water down dusty surfaces or wear masks haven't been publicized. 

“If we start seeing that, it could cause problems,” said Morales, likening it to fear over the outbreak earlier this year of SARS, or severe acute respiratory syndrome. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/news/news9.htm
______________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL



           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon

           I’d like to welcome to the briefing Sandra Peisley, the Police Commissioner of the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) and she will be here to talk to you about her mission.  We’ll get to you in just a few minutes.

           **Iraq —- Attack

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, strongly condemned today’s attack on the Jordanian diplomatic mission in Baghdad, which resulted in the deaths of numerous innocent people, saying that he was appalled by this heinous act.

           The people of Iraq –- the people of Baghdad –- have suffered enough from senseless violence, he said.  New terror must not be allowed to take root in this country.  There can be no justification whatsoever for such actions.  We  have the Special Representative’s statement, which expresses condolences to the families of the victims and to the  people of Iraq and of Jordan.

           We also have today’s press briefing notes from Baghdad, in which Ghassan Salame, Vieira de Mello’s Senior Political Adviser, expressed the hope that the Security Council can come up with a presidential statement to deal with  the issues of the Governing Council and the proposal for a full-fledged UN Assistance Mission in Iraq.

           **Liberia

Here at UN headquarters, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, is     scheduled to meet with potential troop contributors for Liberia this afternoon at 3 p.m. in Conference Room 3.

           In the field, the number of Nigerian soldiers in Liberia neared 500 as the UN Mission in Sierra Leone airlifted in  40 soldiers, two armoured personnel carriers, seven landrovers, one ambulance, 61 tents and ammunition.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) reports that its supply ship arrived off the coast of Monrovia today,

     carrying three tons of high protein biscuits and some humanitarian workers -– five from WFP and one from the UN High  Commissioner for Refugees.  WFP, which is continuing to airlift biscuits to the airport until it regains access to its  storage facilities, says it has scheduled a distribution to war victims near the airport tomorrow.

           Meanwhile, out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s report on the humanitarian or socio-economic impact of a ban on Liberian timber that took effect on 7 July, in accordance with a Security Council resolution that decided to take those measures.

           **SRSG – Western Sahara

           The Secretary-General, in a letter dated 5 August, informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint Alvaro de Soto, of Peru, as his Special Representative for Western Sahara, at the rank of Under-Secretary-General.  He replaces William Swing of the United States, who has gone on to head the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Mr. de Soto has been the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus since 1999.  The Security Council’s response is expected by midday tomorrow.  We have copies of Mr. de Soto’s bio in my office.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           In our briefing yesterday, we mentioned that the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo had sent investigation teams to look at allegations of killings in Nyanda, which is north-east of Bunia.  Now the team has confirmed that a Lendu attack on the village did take place in which nine people, including women and children, were killed.

           In a press release, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), William Swing, strongly condemns the killing of civilians, which he refers to as a serious setback for the peace and reconciliation process in the DRC.

           The Mission also confirmed that 11 Congolese taken hostage in South Kivu were killed on 24 July by the Front  for the Defence of Democracy and ex-FAR soldiers.  The victims were employees of a humanitarian organization, Tearfund.  The UN Mission condemns these acts of violence on humanitarian personnel and calls for an investigation into the killings.  We have the press releases with more details upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has no meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

           Tomorrow, the Council has scheduled a private meeting on the international criminal tribunals for Rwanda and  the former Yugoslavia.  The Prosecutor for those tribunals, Carla Del Ponte, will be present for that meeting.

           Closed consultations among Council members on the same subject will follow the private meeting.

           In a related matter, there is a letter from the Permanent Representative of Rwanda to the United Nations to the Security Council President transmitting a statement on the proposal for the appointment of a separate Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan has completed public consultations on the Afghan constitution with Afghan refugees living in Pakistan, after holding such consultations in three Pakistani cities:  Peshawar, Islamabad and Quetta.  During those meetings, the Mission met with more than 14,000 refugees, including more than 2,000 women,  and handed out 39,500 questionnaires concerning the shape of the Constitution.  We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.

           **Ralph Bunche

           As we speak, a ceremony is taking place to mark the centenary of the birth of Ralph Bunche, the US diplomat  who was one of the co-authors of the UN Charter and one of the leading architects of UN peacekeeping.

           The Secretary-General is just speaking now to introduce the stamp that the UN Postal Administration is

     launching today in honour of Ralph Bunche, whom the Secretary-General calls “one of the heroes of my lifetime, but one who is too little remembered today”.

           Bunche, he adds, would be satisfied with what the United Nations is doing to improve its peacekeeping and other responses to conflict, but he would be deeply dismayed that it has taken so long to take such modest steps and  truly appalled that genocide had to occur before those changes were set in motion.  We have copies of the full remarks upstairs.

           **WHO

           The World Health Organization today warned that projected deaths from tobacco use worldwide, which at  present kills 4.9 million people every year, could rise considerably in light of a new report showing that young girls are smoking cigarettes almost as much as young boys in many regions of the world.

           The findings in the report, which was released today at the World Conference on Tobacco or Health in

     Helsinki, Finland, are based on the largest global survey on adolescents and tobacco ever.

           WHO has called on national governments to address the problem now on the basis of the new findings through gender-specific programmes and it also urged governments to include smoking cessation and treatment services as part of their tobacco control programmes.  You can get more details in the press release.

           **Press Conference tomorrow

           Finally, a press conference tomorrow at 11 a.m. in this room, Ambassador Gert Rosenthal, the President of the Economic and Social Council, Guy Lopez of the Association of American Indian Affairs and others will brief you on indigenous issues.

           That’s all I have.  Anything before we go to Sandra Peisley?  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Fred, does de Soto have any responsibilities still in Cyprus, or is that appointment in Western Sahara a new job?

           Spokesman:  It’s a new job, but I’m going to give you a carefully formulated response to your question, given the sensitivity on this issue.

           “As the Secretary-General said once again last week, he is ready to exercise good offices to help the parties achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem when both parties and both motherlands show a genuine commitment to come to terms.  This was spelled out in the Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council in April following the failure to reach agreement at The Hague.  As he has amply demonstrated, the Secretary-General attributes a high priority to the settlement of the Cyprus problem and believes that it is possible to achieve this if the political will is there.  He, therefore, awaits a firm commitment by all concerned to finalize negotiations with UN assistance on the basis of the plan he put to the parties on 26 February and to submit it shortly thereafter to separate

     simultaneous referenda.

           “The Secretary-General will make arrangements as appropriate, regarding the handling of the Cyprus good  offices, when Mr. de Soto takes on his new duties.”

           Sorry for that lengthy response but I think you’ll understand why it was necessary.  Richard?

           Question:   I know it’s for the Security Council and that’s their ball game, but is there any timing for the

     Security Council response to the Secretary-General’s recommendation on splitting the war crimes post?  Is there an answer expected tomorrow at all?

           Spokesman:  I can’t answer that; you’d have to ask the Council President what his take is on the mood of the Council on this matter.  But the Secretary-General said this morning, to your correspondent as a matter of fact, when  he came into the building, that his recommendation to split the Prosecutor’s duties into two separate jobs remains  firm.  Yes, Bernard?

           Question:      Indonesian General Adam Damiri had been condemned to three years in prison early this week. 

     After this last judgment, the UN was supposed to start thinking if they were going to ask to put together an

     international tribunal to judge the crimes that were committed in East Timor.  Could you tell us if such a move has  started?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have guidance on that point.  I’d say that in this house there was relief that the judgment against the General came through. How that judgement might have affected the UN’s thinking regarding a separate tribunal, though, I’d have to ask and get back to you on.

           [He later said that the United Nations has been following the conduct of the trials very closely and the

     Secretary-General is considering his options.]

           Sandra Peisley, welcome to the briefing.  I think you have some opening remarks and we’ll see if there are any questions.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecological Problems" ��Pravda - UN to help Saint Petersburg and Leningrad Region to solve ecological problems�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trees" ��The Guardian - Chilean forest fires devastate ancient trees�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Technology" ��BusinessWorld - Caution with technology�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Monkey" ��Reuters - Monkey business in Kinshasa markets�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Herbs" ��New Straits Times-Management Times - Much ado about herbs,�


























Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
11

