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Reuters
Asia quake, tsunami moved islands, shortened days

Mon Feb 7, 2005 08:53 PM ET 

By Jim Loney 

JAKARTA (Reuters) - The massive earthquake that triggered the Asian tsunami wobbled the earth on its axis, forced cartographers back to the drawing board and changed time by a fraction, but there's no need to adjust your clocks. 

Six weeks after the tsunami that may have killed 300,000 people on the shores of the Indian Ocean, scientists are discovering more about the changes wrought by the magnitude 9 quake, the fourth-largest in the last century. 

It caused upheaval on the sea floor near its epicentre off the northwest coast of Indonesia's Sumatra island and moved several other islands, but scientists say any movement of land mass can be measured in centimetres rather than tens of metres. 

Chen Ji, a seismologist at the California Institute of Technology, said he found movement along the fault line of about 10 metres laterally and four or five metres vertically. 

But reports that the entire island of Sumatra -- 1,700 km long and 400 km wide -- moved 35 metres or more are wildly inaccurate, scientists say. 

"We know we have movements of over a metre, perhaps a couple of metres," said Ken Hudnut, a California-based geophysicist with the U.S. Geological Survey. "But the idea that Sumatra has moved 100 feet is just wrong." 

Scientists are working on precise measurements by comparing geographic points whose locations were known before the quake with their new positions using the Global Positioning System, which reads exact locations by satellite. 

High-tech British and U.S. ships are investigating changes to the sea bed and local authorities are measuring depths in critical shipping channels. 

SHORTER DAY 

Scientists at NASA, the U.S. space agency, said the Dec. 26 quake -- the largest to rattle Earth since 1964 in Alaska -- disrupted the planet's rotation and shaved 2.68 microseconds, or millionths of a second, from the length of a day. 

NASA scientists B. F. Chao and Richard Gross calculated it shifted Earth's mean north pole about 2.5 cm and made the planet slightly less oblate, or flattened at the poles. 
"Physically, this is analogous to a spinning skater drawing arms closer to the body, resulting in a faster spin," they wrote in an article in Eos, a publication of the American Geophysical Union. 

But they said these changes are based on calculations rather than measurements. The changes are so small they are either difficult to measure or too small to detect. 

Many earthquakes shake the planet's axis and affect its rotation, scientists added, but their impact is too small to measure. 

But environmental damage from the tsunami was vast. The killer waves gouged beaches, crushed coral reefs, smashed thousands of hectares of mangrove forests and refashioned coastlines from Thailand to Somalia. 

A preliminary survey by Indonesia's government and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) estimated the economic cost to the environment at $675 million in Indonesia alone. 

The survey said 25,000 hectares of mangroves and 29,000 hectares of coral reefs were damaged. 

REEFS, MANGROVES 

Some coral reefs -- undersea gardens that act as shelter and nursery to a wide range of marine species -- were crushed by the waves. Corals grow slowly, some only a few centimetres a year, so their recovery could take decades. 

John Pernetta, a UNEP official in Bangkok, said the extent of damage to some of the coral reefs around Thailand was very high -- up to 80 percent in some places. Their recovery was uncertain. 

Mangroves torn out by the waves will fare better, he said, as they leave behind roots and seeds that will help them regenerate. 

"Long-term damage to mangroves by hurricanes or tsunamis doesn't really happen," Pernetta said. "After five to 10 years you don't even know anything has happened." 

Vast stretches of Sumatra's west coast were turned brown by the tsunami as rice paddies and other vegetation were swamped by salt water. It could take two or three rainy seasons to wash the salt from the saturated land, experts say.  

The tsunami waves ate away beaches and coastal areas in Thailand, Indonesia and Sri Lanka, radically changing maps. 

The waves also carried sediment ashore, said Phil Liu, a Cornell University wave researcher who led a scientific team to Sri Lanka in mid-January. 

"There is evidence that a lot of sediment was being brought onshore," he said. "A post office on the east coast was found with sediment deposits on the roof." 

But it remains to be seen whether such sediment is good for the land or a bane because of its high salt content. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UNEP head awarded 2005 Theodor Heuss prize

www.chinaview.cn 2005-02-08 04:19:43

    NAIROBI, Feb. 7 (Xinhuanet) -- The Theodor Heuss Foundation has awarded its 2005 prize to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) executive director, Klaus Toepfer, according to a UNEP statement on Monday.

    The foundation said Toepfer was named as recipients of the award because he is a "passionate and internationally respected advocate of sustainable development and international cooperation," said the statement.

    The Foundation also commended Toepfer for his "continuous endeavors toward global solutions in support of environmental and sustainable development that reach far and beyond the national scope and short-term economic interests of nations."

    The awards ceremony for the Theodor Heuss prize will take place on April 29, 2005, in Stuttgart, Germany. Horst Koehler, the current president of Germany, and Richard von Weizsaecker, a former president, will speak at the event. Many former recipients of the prize will also attend, said the UNEP statement.

    The Theodor Heuss Prize is awarded annually by the nonpartisan Theodor Heuss Foundation to public figures who excel politically or socially.

    Named after the first president of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Theodor Heuss Foundation was formed in 1964. Each year the foundation looks to honor exemplary citizens and has supported moral courage and tolerance and helped young people fight against abuse and injustice. Enditem
____________________________________________________________________________________________

English Eastday

UNEP head awarded 2005 Theodor Heuss prize   8/2/2005 11:41

The Theodor Heuss Foundation has awarded its 2005 prize to the United Nations Environment Program ( UNEP) executive director, Klaus Toepfer, according to a UNEP statement on Monday.

The foundation said Toepfer was named as recipients of the award because he is a "passionate and internationally respected advocate of sustainable development and international cooperation, " said the statement.

The Foundation also commended Toepfer for his "continuous endeavors toward global solutions in support of environmental and sustainable development that reach far and beyond the national scope and short-term economic interests of nations."

The awards ceremony for the Theodor Heuss prize will take place on April 29, 2005, in Stuttgart, Germany. Horst Koehler, the current president of Germany, and Richard von Weizsaecker, a former president, will speak at the event. Many former recipients of the prize will also attend, said the UNEP statement.

The Theodor Heuss Prize is awarded annually by the nonpartisan Theodor Heuss Foundation to public figures who excel politically or socially.

Named after the first president of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Theodor Heuss Foundation was formed in 1964. Each year the foundation looks to honor exemplary citizens and has supported moral courage and tolerance and helped young people fight against abuse and injustice.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Star

Egypt's suicidal river of denial

By Maria Golia 
Special to The Daily Star
Tuesday, February 08, 2005

The Egyptians' sense of entitlement regarding the Nile is owed in part to thousands of years of documented use: "first in time; first in right" runs the riparian law that upholds possessive sentiments. Egyptians also take the Nile for granted because their lives depend on it. 

To acknowledge the implications of this awesome reliance (a desert country of 70 million sharing one river with nine other upstream nations) would require a pragmatism of which Egyptians have rarely been accused. But if a largely poor and unassuming people may be pardoned for thinking the Nile water is their sacred right, government officials tend to treat the river and its environs with mercenary abandon, unhindered by environmental or evidently any other constructive concerns. 

In 2001, Housing Minister Ibrahim Soliman proposed the eviction of the inhabitants of two agricultural islands on the Nile, just south of central Cairo, so investors could develop the land. The ensuing outcry halted the plan, temporarily at least. But a bit further south an artificial island has since taken form, it's purpose and owner closely guarded secrets despite persistent public questioning. Regularly attacked in the press, Soliman has so far escaped prosecution for a cornucopia of corruption charges. Whether or not his luck holds, Cairo's housing situation - 60 percent of the population lives in shantytowns and 80 percent on agricultural land, while extensive upscale residential developments stand empty - provides ample testimony of the minister's performance since his 1996 appointment.

Soliman's ministry is one of several behind the latest scheme to alleviate the capital's traffic. The plan is to widen a 3.8-kilometer stretch of the Nile corniche (already four lanes wide) that runs through the downtown. Doing so would require expanding the river's eastern bank by a massive landfill, not to mention a projected 18 months of construction that would further snarl traffic. Traffic is already a problem because the British and American embassies located on streets feeding into the corniche have been blocked since the invasion of Iraq. But rather than move the embassies (along with dozens of other re-locatable administrative buildings) the plan is to move the Nile, ostensibly to make room for more cars. 

According to the General Organization of Physical Planning, a branch of the Housing Ministry, the Nile's east bank is eroding, placing buildings in danger of collapse. Among these are two massive, recently built, Gulf-financed five-star hotels, lending credence to the rumor that financial interests more than civic ones may motivate the current plan.

As for the ecological implications of narrowing the river and reducing its capacity by a purported 300,000 cubic meters, an Environmental Impact Assessment coordinated by the Ministries of Irrigation, Housing, Transportation and Environment is under way. An Irrigation Ministry spokesperson told Al-Ahram Weekly, "we are using integrated studies to finalize the picture ... within four months. A physical model simulating nature is being established in the laboratory." If only one could find a model simulating a working brain: Time and again the public is subjected to short-term and randomly destructive decisions, projects divorced from aesthetics, indeed from an understanding of what is meant by "quality of life" or the role the Nile plays in sustaining it. 

When leadership acts irresponsibly, people follow suit, increasing problems exponentially. This fact is in chilling evidence in the Nile Delta and its coastal lakes and wetlands: 75 percent of Lake Maryut has been lost to urban encroachment and waste dumping from Alexandria. Likewise, the adjacent Lake Burullus has lost 85 percent of its marsh and nearly 40 percent of its open water. Further east is Lake Manzala, destination for much of the raw and treated sewage from Cairo, Port Said and Damietta; it now occupies less than a third of the area it did in the early 1900s and what remains is toxic. 
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All the lakes suffer the additional burden of fertilizer run-off from surrounding farmland. Their deterioration has decimated fishing communities and damaged the fishing industry. Despite a trend to develop fish farms (also threatened by diminished water quality), Egypt is still obliged to import 17 percent of its annual consumption. 

The Aswan high dam has also contributed to the delta's demise. In the absence of millions of tons of annual silt deposits, the barely elevated, nutrient-depleted delta is losing its tug of war with the Mediterranean. Although undergoing rapid urbanization, the delta is nevertheless vital to agriculture. With sea levels rising due to global warming and one slim meter separating Egypt's breadbasket from the briny sea, there is cause for alarm. 

A recent United Nations Environment Program study of coastal changes says that 8 million Egyptians would be displaced by a one-meter sea rise (expected within this century) - including the entire population of Alexandria. But Alexandria has already lost its once extensive beaches and areas along the delta coast have been inundated, causing a loss of property (including tourism venues) and loss of even greater tracts of cropland to higher salination levels. Specialists in delta dynamics Daniel J. Stanley and Andrew G. Warne have observed that to reverse these trends "re-establishing some level of natural hydrology is the only credible solution."

Inaugurated in 1971, the Aswan dam symbolized Egypt's modernity and the legitimacy of the "officer's revolution." Like the revolution (and modernity) the dam has disappointed, its rhetorical potential mitigated by grievous outcomes. While some of the downsides were predictable, one can only justify the dam's construction by assuming that the negative synergies arising from interference with the Nile, compounded by population growth and abusive urban and industrial expansion, were unimaginable. Indeed the results have been more profound than leaders and technicians might have foreseen. 

In opting to pursue an industrial tack, Egypt's agricultural heritage and much of the knowledge of water management and desert dwelling that went with it has been laid to waste. Egypt's "fields of the blessed," the verdant Nile Valley that was once an allegory for life's continuity and bounty, has become a poignant anachronism. With economic interests focused on Cairo and industry, the provinces have atrophied, their productivity and quality of life painfully reduced. Nor has the capital - overcrowded, under-serviced, polluted - profited by being the center of attention. Centralization of power has produced an overburdened, under-qualified administration and robbed people of their confidence both in the past and in their ability to make decisions regarding the future. 

Surveying Egypt's dust and disillusionment and a public bowed beneath the weight of both, one realizes the extent to which the Nile affects not only the country's physical well-being but also its psyche. For millennia the seasonal floods brought both real and symbolic renewal. Now it's as if everyone were waiting for the dam to burst, to return to the natural order of things, to be cleansed somehow and redeemed. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Yemen News Agency

February 7, 2005 Monday 5:58 AM EST

HEADLINE: Deputy fisheries minister meets UN official

BYLINE: Yemen News Agency

DATELINE: Sanaa, February 07 

BODY:


- Deputy Fisheries Minister Mahmoud Ebrahimal-Sagiri held talks Sunday with the UN Regional Coordinator of Early Warning System of the UNEP Dr Adel Mohammad on developing coral reefs in the Indian Ocean.

LOAD-DATE: February 7, 2005
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The Hindu

February 6, 2005

Headline: Itc To Become Carbon-Positive Company

BYLINE: Our Special Correspondent

BODY:


ITC is on its way to becoming a carbon positive company through energy conservation and carbon sequestration, according to the recently released sustainability report'.

The report released by the Chairman, Y. C. Deveshwar, makes ITC one of the first Indian companies to come out with a detailed presentation on its contribution across economic, ecological and social dimensions. Referred to commonly as the triple bottomline', the guidelines were jointly formulated by the U.S. NGO Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

A company release said that large scale plantations reared under ITC's farm and social forestry projects enabled it to neutralise 31 per cent of all carbon dioxide emissions from its operations in 2003-04. Carbon dioxide emissions have been substantially reduced by meeting energy requirement from climate neutral fuels. All ITC units are striving to minimise and recycle solid waste with 53 per cent of the wastes being recycled now, the release said.

In 2004, the company created a total rainwater harvesting potential of 16.1 million kilolitres with the company consuming only half of this.

Besides being a sustainable source of raw materials for ITC's paperboards business, the company's social and farm forestry programmes help tribals rejuvenate their wastelands generating livelihood.

The release claimed that by 2004, an estimated two lakh people had benefited from these employment generation activities.

JOURNAL-CODE: FHIN

LOAD-DATE: February 6, 2005
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BBC Monitoring Africa - Political
February 7, 2005, Monday

HEADLINE: Central African leaders sign treaty to protect Congo Basin forest

SOURCE: UN Integrated Regional Information Network, Nairobi, in English 7 Feb 05

BODY:
Text of report by UN regional information network IRIN on 7 February

Brazzaville: Leaders of the 10 countries that make up the Congo Basin on Saturday 5 February concluded a treaty aimed at protecting the world's second largest rainforest.

The treaty, signed at the end of a two-day summit in Brazzaville, capital of the Republic of Congo (ROC), provides for the creation of a new forestry commission and a subregional fund to finance the protection of the rainforest, as well as the harmonisation of national laws on logging. 

Environmentalists hailed the treaty, saying the forest was being destroyed by illegal logging and poaching.

According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), an average of 13,700 ha of forest was lost each year from 1990 to 2000 in the Congo Basin, which has a total area of about 520 million ha. Deforestation rate has continued since then, FAO said, but at a slower rate.

The area is home to the world's gorillas and many other animals that are now at risk of extinction. As flora and fauna disappear millions of people who depend on the forest are becoming increasingly impoverished.

The new commission will be charged with tracking poachers across borders and providing funds for training and conservation.

The new plans to protect the Congo Basin's forests, excluding those of Equatorial Guinea, will cost over 15bn US dollars.

To fund the initiative, the heads of state agreed to create a tax on products exported from the forest. They also called on the international community to renew its support.

The countries taking part in the summit were ROC, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe and Rwanda. French President Jacques Chirac also attended.
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ROAP Media Update – 08 February 2005

UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP head awarded 2005 Theodor Heuss prize
NAIROBI, Feb. 7 (Xinhuanet) -- The Theodor Heuss Foundation has awarded its 2005 prize to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) executive director, Klaus Toepfer, according to a UNEP statement on Monday. 
    The foundation said Toepfer was named as recipients of the award because he is a "passionate and internationally respected advocate of sustainable development and international cooperation," said the statement.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-02/08/content_2560222.htm 

Mekong the Magnificent 
Daily Yomiuri, Japan - Feb 5, 2005 (Kevin Short Special to The Daily Yomiuri) - 
Greater Mekong Subregion Atlas of the Environment 
Asian Development Bank and United Nations Environment Programme 
216 pp, 40 dollars 
The great Mekong River twists and winds 4,200 kilometers from the eastern edge of the Himalayas down to the South China Sea. The river starts in Yunan Province, China, but its enormous watershed encompasses parts of Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. 
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/newse/20050206wof3.htm 

ITC to become carbon-positive company 
The Hindu -  2/5/2005 - By Our Special Correspondent  - KOLKATA, FEB. 5. ITC is on its way to becoming a carbon positive company through energy conservation and carbon sequestration, according to the recently released `sustainability report'. 
…The report released by the Chairman, Y. C. Deveshwar, makes ITC one of the first Indian companies to come out with a detailed presentation on its contribution across economic, ecological and social dimensions. Referred to commonly as the `triple bottomline', the guidelines were jointly formulated by the U.S. NGO `Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
http://www.hindu.com/2005/02/06/stories/2005020603421700.htm 


General Environment News

Govts urged to control technology 
Bangkok Post, 8 February 2005 - RANJANA WANGVIPULA * An environmental group urged governments yesterday to establish a new convention on technology control, including nanotechnology where there is still little information about the threat of ``atomically modified'' particles to the environment.
The threat is being compared with that of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), which have caused a wide-ranging debate over their long-term safety to human health and the environment.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/08Feb2005_news23.php 

Village role urged in forest protection 
Bangkok Post, 8 February 2005 - PIYAPORN WONGRUANG -Villagers should be encouraged to play a larger role in forest protection and conservation in an attempt to increase the country's ever-shrinking forest cover, a senior agriculture official said yesterday.
Petipong Pungbun Na Ayudhya, permanent secretary of the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry, said the concept of forest restoration should be revised to better deal with the current situation.
… The country loses about 370,000 rai of forest land each year, and has also lost up to a million rai in some years, while officials could grow no more than 100,000 rai of new forests annually. Such a huge gap between forest loss and gain needed to be reduced immediately, he said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/08Feb2005_news22.php 



Afghanistan Pins Its Hopes on Pistachios 
By Sayed Yaqub Ibrahimi  - MAZAR-e-SHARIF, Afghanistan, February 7, 2005 (ENS) - In an attempt to restore the local economy while reviving an Afghan tradition, the government has begun a program to plant pistachio trees in several northern provinces, restoring a crop that has been decimated by years of war and drought. 
The program began in late January, when 10,000 saplings were planted in the foothills around Maimana, the capital of Faryab province. 
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/feb2005/2005-02-07-02.asp 

France to protect Vanuatu coral reefs
By Evelyne Toa - The Independent - Posted Sunday, February 6, 2005 - A project called the "Coral Reef Initiative for the South Pacific", CRISP, was the subject of a joint meeting recently between the French ambassador, Jean Garbe, and the minister of land, geology and mines, Paul Telukluk.
…"Several themes will be developed within the CRISP project: Protected Marine Areas, watershed management to lower erosion, and protection of coral reefs from terrestrial impact, the increase in the value of the marine ecosystem, restoration of reef areas which have been destroyed. Furthermore, the project also aimed at communicating those discoveries and accomplishments by producing brochures accessible to the general public", said the embassy.
http://www.news.vu/en/news/environment/050206-Vanuatu-coral-reefs.shtml 

Minimal damage to west coast reefs 
June Ramli - New Straits Times, Malaysia, KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 7: There was only minimal damage to coral reefs around Langkawi and Pulau Perak, which were in the path of the Dec 26 tsunami. 

Although the tsunami caused massive devastation, the marine environment of the islands off the Malaysian west coast was not badly affected.
A team of seven scientists from the University Malaya Maritime Research Centre (UMMReC) together with the World Wide Fund for Nature, the Malaysian Society of Marine Sciences (MSMS), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia and the World Fish Centre discovered this in a survey from Jan 28 to Feb 2 of the Langkawi archipelago and Pulau Perak.
http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Tuesday/National/NST32237071.txt/Article/indexb_html 

Environmental agency suggests closure of laundry plants 
Bambang Nurbianto, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta, 7 February 2005 - Residents of Sukabumi Selatan subdistrict in West Jakarta will likely win the battle against 51 illegal denim processing plants, which have been blamed for polluting the area.
Head of the City Environment Management Body (BPLHD) Kosasih Wirahadikusumah said on Saturday that the closure of the plants still had to be officially endorsed by Governor Sutiyoso. 
…”A residential area is not the place for such plants, and they are disposing of hazardous substances, which causes serious environmental damage. And the last reason is that those plants have overexploited the groundwater causing water shortages in the area," Kosasih explained. 
Kosasih said that each processing plant, which is used to create pre-faded denim products, used at least 90,000 liters of underground water per day, totalling some 4.5 million liters per day for the 51 plants. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailcity.asp?fileid=20050207.G03&irec=2 

Divers have two weeks to rescue coral - By the middle of February, all the coral toppled by the tsunami will have died, meaning recovery efforts would be futile, biologist says 
Bangkok Post, 5 February 2005 - By Kultida Samabuddhi - Volunteer divers only have about two weeks in which to rescue coral reefs battered by December's tsunami. Having been buried in sand for nearly six weeks, it is now a race against time, experts say.
``By the middle of February, all the coral toppled by the tsunami will have died, meaning recovery efforts would be futile,'' said Niphon Phongsuwan, a marine biologist and expert on coral from the Phuket Marine Biologist Centre (PMBC).
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/06Feb2005_news12.php 
______________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATES
Bahrain

Governor attends environment forum

SOUTHERN Governor and head of the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa attended the Third International Exhibition and Conference for the Middle East and North Africa Region - Environment 2005, in Abu Dhabi.

The event, under the patronage of UAE President Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, was opened by UAE Presidential Affairs Minister Shaikh Mansoor bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

It focused on water, energy, waste, air, environmental research, science and technology and land management. 

The minister also opened another conference running parallel to the exhibition, which focused on sustainable transportation in developing countries. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103782&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27324
Arab network for women scientists

THE first-ever pan-Arab organisation for female scientists was launched in Bahrain yesterday.

The Arab Network of Science and Technology for Women was officially launched at a ceremony attended by Shaikha Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of His Majesy King Hamad and chairwoman of the Supreme Council for Women.

It was launched at the start of a two-day event, under the patronage of Shaikha Sabeeka, which will discuss the network's charter, objectives and activities.

The event is being held at the Arabian Gulf University and is being attended by female scientists from all over the Arab world.

Shaikha Sabeeka praised the importance of founding such a network, which she said would pave the way for Arab women to influence policies and strategies concerning science and technology.

This in turn will help build an Arab community based on expertise, she said.

Shaikha Sabeeka said that she hoped that the network would get the attention and respect it deserved.

She said the Supreme Council for Women was keen to promote the network because it was being launched for the Arab world from Bahrain.

AGU president Dr Rafia Ghubash said that the network's aim would be to promote the role of women working in the fields of science and technology

Discussions are focusing on women's issues related to information technology, communication, the environment and sustainable development.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103785&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27324
Lebanon

Environmentalists say theft of sand should stop

More than 18 environmental associations urged President Emile Lahoud on Wednesday to help the theft of sand from the Jiyyeh area. 

The associations included Greenpeace, the Association of Professional Divers, Green Line, Bahr Loubnan, Amwaj, Earth, Al-Marbah al-Akhdar, Byblos Ecologia, Nature without Frontiers and several others. 

The environmental groups believe the sea and sand are natural resources, and therefore public property. 

Mohammed Sarji, head of the Lebanese Association of Professional Divers, said on Wednesday that the little quantity of sand left on the shores of Jiyyeh is being stolen and sold in violation of the law. 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=12395
Oman

Workshop on Coastal Environment Protection           
Mohammed bin Khamis al Araimi, environmental affairs undersecretary at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, will tomorrow (Monday) open a workshop on coastal environment protection.  

The three-day workshop is organized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in cooperation with the Islamic Organisation for Education, Sciences and Culture and the Oman National Committee for Education, Culture and Sciences.  

The event aims to enhance understanding of coastal and marine environment which is strongly linked to fisheries. It will also raise awareness with the importance of fishing grounds and maritime resources.  

The Agriculture and Fisheries Ministry regularly holds specialist workshop and training courses at the maritime and fisheries sciences centre and the fish quality control centre established in 1986. 

http://www.omannews.com/english/indexE.htm
An Environmental Seminar Discussing Water Resources and its Desalination

The Second joint Seminar that organized between the Sultanate and Japan was organized at Qaboos University under the patronage of H.E. Mr. Al-Araimi, Environmental Affairs Undersecretary at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources. It will discuss the protection of the environmental resources in this period of the economic development. Specialized researches will be presented in this regard, and they will discuss the most important technology that help in protecting the environment. 

http://www.omandaily.com/
Syria

Water projects in Raqqa 

The expenditure on Raqqas Water and Sewage Establishments projects amounted to S.P. 550 million and the percentage of work accomplished reached 100% according to last years budget. 

The expenditure on Raqqas Water and Sewage Establishments projects amounted to S.P. 550 million and the percentage of work accomplished reached 100% according to last years budget. ‏ 

The Establishments Director, Abdullatif Ibrahim, said the projects included renewing the water pipes in a number of villages and towns in the governorate, purchasing new equipments, enlarging water pipes at the border villages and towns of Luqata, Maghawer, Abu Totha and Tall Abyad as well as expansion of Al-Thawras water purification plant.‏

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_local.asp?FileName=20050206053305
Yemen

Environment Minister: 70,000 wells are dry

Minister of Water & Environment Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani has claimed that 70,000 dispersed throughout the republic have either been totally depleted or are on the verge of it. 

Opening a workshop on underground water management, the minister said that there are currently “about 220,000 borehole water wells in Yemen, approximately 150,000 of which have pumps. The remaining wells are either without water or about to become depleted." 

The minister made clear that all current efforts to increase the reserves of the Sana'a water basin are "insufficient" in view of the increasingly extravagant consumption in the governorate. 

Minister of State and Mayor of Sana'a Ahmed Al-Kuhlani stressed the imperative of implementing legislative propositions regarding water use and the drilling of new wells.

He warned that the Sana'a Basin will continue to spiral downward until it eventually reaches the capillary fringe “simply because more water is being taken from it than is seeping down to it.” 

The mayor added that "two basins have dried up already, just as geologists had forewarned in the early 1990s."

He noted that desalination, the process of removing salt from seawater, is cost prohibitive. "One cubic meter of desalinated water will end up costing US $8.00, a charge above the budget of the average citizen."
 
Meanwhile Prime Minister Abdul-Qader Bajammal has recently notified all governors to enforce Cabinet Decree 277 regulating the operations of track drills.

The decree orders the temporary detainment of all vehicles for drilling water wells while they can be tagged with numbered plates, and regulating their use in accordance with legislated policies regarding consumption.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_3653.php
Cabinet approves new powers for EPA

The Cabinet recently approved draft resolutions pertaining to reformation of the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA). 

Under the resolution, the EPA is to safeguard the environment, especially natural resources, against deterioration and pollution, and decree whatever legislation is deemed necessary for ecological preservation. 
 
In its regular meeting moderated by Prime Minister Abdul-Qader Bajammal, the Cabinet authorized Minister of Water & Environment Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani and Minister of Legal Affairs Rashad Ahmed Al-Rass to finalize measures for the new legislation.

The ministers also approved a draft strategy for the integrated management of hazardous materials and the implementation of the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation. 

The objective of the protocol is to provide for a comprehensive system of liability as well as adequate and prompt compensation for damage resulting from the trans-boundary movement of hazardous wastes. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet also approved a draft law regulating the fishing and exploitation of marine life. The law is aimed at bolstering measures pertaining to aquatic environmental protection and the ban of unlicensed fishing. The law also sets investment rules for the fishing industry and marketing of fish products

http://www.yobserver.com/news_3652.php
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General Environment News
Central Africa: Leaders Sign New Treaty to Protect Rainforest

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Leaders of the 10 countries that make up the Congo Basin on Saturday concluded a treaty aimed at protecting the world's second largest rainforest. The treaty, signed at the end of a two-day summit in Brazzaville, capital of the Republic of Congo (ROC), provides for the creation of a new forestry commission and a sub-regional fund to finance the protection of the rainforest, as well as the harmonization of national laws on logging. Environmentalists hailed the treaty, saying the forest was being destroyed by illegal logging and poaching. According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), an average of 13,700 ha of forest was lost each year from 1990 to 2000 in the Congo Basin, which has a total area of about 520 million ha. Deforestation rate has continued since then, FAO said, but at a slower rate. The area is home to the world's gorillas and many other animals that are now at risk of extinction. As flora and fauna disappear millions of people who depend on the forest are becoming increasingly impoverished. The new commission will be charged with tracking poachers across borders and providing funds for training and conservation. The new plans to protect the Congo Basin's forests, excluding those of Equatorial Guinea, will cost over US $15 billion. To fund the initiative, the heads of state agreed to create a tax on products exported from the forest. They also called on the international community to renew its support. The countries taking part in the summit were ROC, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe and Rwanda. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502070243.html
Torrential rains cause death in Angola

Luanda, Angola (PANA) - Torrential rains killed an undetermined number of people and rendered several Angolan families homeless in different regions over the weekend. According to reports monitored here, the most affected regions were Luanda, Kwanza-Norte and Zaire (North), Benguela (littoral central) and Kuando-Kubango in southeastern Angola, where heavy rains killed and injured several people, who number is still unknown. Reports from Zaire region indicated that the region was cut off from the rest of the country after rivers broke their banks and flooded the national road between the area and Luanda, the capital. In Luanda, the strong rains further aggravated the situation of dilapidated roads, while floods caused several houses to collapse, especially in the Samba, Kazenga, Rangel and Sambizanga residential areas. For several years, the Angolan capital has grappled with serious sanitation problems because its drainage system has been blocked and due to mounds of litter. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng071989&dte=07/02/2005
Concerns over possible outbreak of avian botulism
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Various incidents of sick and dead water birds in and around the South African city of Cape Town have been reported to the authorities. It appears that a possible outbreak of avian botulism could be the reason for the sickness, and therefore measures have subsequently been put in place to prevent any possible further spreading of the disease. Last weekend, ten dead birds were removed from a local dam area, and a further four birds exhibiting signs of the disease, were observed. All dead birds are being cremated. Avian botulism is caused by the bacteria clostridium botulinum, which is introduced to animal carcasses by fly maggots. The disease spreads quickly, especially during warm weather. The Directorate of Parks and Nature Conservation on Monday decided to enforce a temporary moratorium on fishing in dams which are affected. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng071887&dte=07/02/2005
Minister urges donors to mobilize funds for Congo Basin
Brazzaville, Congo (PANA) - Congolese Forest Economy and Environment Minister Henri Djombo has called on donors to assist in the mobilization of funds to save the forests in central Africa. "In light of the insufficiency of the contributions, I am making an urgent appeal to donors for an increased mobilization of the funds necessary to implement the Congo Basin Convergence Plan," Djombo said in Brazzaville. "We hope that an innovative funding mechanism will help to partly resolve the thorny problem of financial resources," Djombo said, and commended the proposal to set up a taskforce on funding mechanism. The Convergence Plan of 2004-2013 requires some 1.5 billion US dollars to implement, with the Basin member nations required to contribute 40 percent, while international partners would provide 60 percent.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng071767&dte=05/02/2005
Lake Nakuru under Threat of Drying Up

The Nation (Nairobi): Lake Nakuru could dry up owing to destruction of the environment around it. Environmentalists say the water levels are declining rapidly, blaming the situation on the destruction of the Mau Forest complex, Dundori an Eburu hills. The lake is famous for millions of flamingoes and hundreds of other birds species and wildlife. The lake is a popular destination for tourists. Rivers draining their water to the lake such as River Njoro and Mereroni River have become seasonal, while smaller ones have dried up or shrank. The massive destruction of forests was cited as a stumbling block to the survival of the lake, during a World Wetland day on Saturday. Lake Nakuru National Park Warden Joseph Warutere called for the protection of the forests so the park could maintain its heritage. He said an average of 200,000 visitors tour the park annually and that the lake is home to 450 different birds species, 500 tree types, 13 fish-eating birds species and an estimated 1.5 million flamingoes. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502070143.html
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Annan calls on Togolese to respect own constitution in appointing presidential successor 

7 February - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on Togo to respect its own constitution in appointing a successor to long-serving President Gnassingbe Eyadema, who died over the weekend, voicing concern that the process did not follow the West African country’s basic law. 

Through his spokesman, Mr. Annan expressed concern that “the transfer of power that has taken place in Togo…has not been done in full respect of the provisions of the Constitution.” 

The Secretary-General stressed the need for constitutionality and respect for the rule of law, spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement. 

After Mr. Eyadema’s death was announced on Saturday, Mr. Annan paid tribute to him for his peacemaking efforts in the region and called on the Togolese authorities to “take all necessary measures to preserve stability in the country and ensure a peaceful transfer of power consistent with the constitution and the rule of law.” 

According to the constitution, the President of the National Assembly should have become acting president until fresh elections were held within 60 days. 

Instead, President Eyadema’s son, Faure Gnassingbe, a cabinet minister, was appointed Head of State shortly after his father’s death, and the constitution was amended on Sunday. 

UN announces disciplinary measures against two staffers linked to Oil-for-Food 

7 February - The United Nations today announced the start of disciplinary procedures against two staff members named in a recent preliminary report by an independent panel probing allegations of corruption and mismanagement in the UN Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq. 

Following through on Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s pledge to take prompt steps in response to findings by the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC), the UN has suspended the former head of the multi-billion dollar relief effort, Benon Sevan, as well Joseph Stephanides, who at the time served as Chief of the Sanctions Branch and Deputy Director of the Security Council Affairs Division. 

The IIC, headed by former United States Federal Reserve Board Chairman Paul Volcker, last week reported that Mr. Sevan repeatedly solicited allocations of oil under the programme and by so doing “created a grave and continuing conflict of interest.” The report did not rule on whether the UN official had personally profited. 

Through his lawyers, Mr. Sevan has denied any wrongdoing. The lawyers said in a statement the 40-year UN veteran was being scapegoated because of “massive political pressure” and declared that he “never took a penny.” 

The findings concerning Mr. Stephanides are widely considered to differ greatly in scope and seriousness from those about Mr. Sevan. The IIC said that a UN Steering Committee “prejudiced and pre-empted the competitive process in a manner that rejected the lowest qualified bidder” with the “active participation” of Mr. Stephanides. 

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard announced that both Mr. Sevan and Mr. Stephanides will receive by Wednesday official letters which outline the internal charges against them. 

They will have two weeks to respond before the administration takes its final decision on the appropriate sanction. There is a broad range of disciplinary measures that can be taken, including summary dismissal. 

In accordance with standard procedure, both men are being suspended with pay. In the case of Mr. Stephanides, that would amount to his regular salary, while Mr. Sevan, who had been due to retire, will receive the token $1-a-year salary he is being paid for the duration of the inquiry. 

“This is only the beginning of a disciplinary procedure, respectful of due process,” Mr. Eckhard said. 

“At the beginning, when allegations are made against staff members, the Secretary-General would have the option of suspending without pay or suspending with pay,” he explained. “Because this is the beginning of a process in which those accused can defend themselves, normally the suspension is with pay so as not to prejudge the outcome, and that’s what is being done in this case as well.” 

They are not to come on to UN premises, “unless it is in connection with summoning their defence, which they have 14 days to present in writing,” Mr. Eckhard said. 

On the issue of diplomatic immunity, the spokesman noted: “Neither Mr. Sevan nor Mr. Stephanides have had any criminal charges laid at their doorstep by the Volcker commission, although Mr. Volcker did say his inquiry into Mr. Sevan was continuing.” 

The issue of immunity comes into play only when there is a prosecutable criminal allegation. In a statement issued after the Volcker findings were announced last Thursday, Mr. Annan pledged the United Nations’ cooperation with national law enforcement authorities pursuing any charges, and that he would waive the diplomatic immunity of the staff member concerned “should any findings of the Inquiry give rise to criminal charges.” 

So far no national authority has alleged criminal activity by Mr. Sevan. 

UN presses ahead with school rehabilitation and mine clearance in Iraq 

7 February - The United Nations is pressing ahead with its efforts both to rehabilitate schools throughout Iraq and to avoid death and injury from mines and other abandoned ordnance, the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) reported today. 

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is currently carrying out comprehensive rehabilitation of 84 schools and water and sanitation facilities in 20 schools while the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has delivered the first set of textbooks and reference books, obtained under the Qatar Fund for Higher Education, for different university libraries. 

Meanwhile, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) has contracted the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (VVAF) to provide technical advice to the Iraqi National Mine Action Authority (NMAA). UNDP trained seven technical advisers last month in Amman, Jordan, before their deployment to Iraq. 

UNICEF also conducted a two-day workshop with its counterparts and NMAA, developing a draft action plan for mine risk education. The UN has also been active in supporting clearance activities realized by Minetech International (MTI) and Danish Demining Group (DDG) in Basrah. 

The UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS) has proposed a project for continuing and expanding MTI mine/unexploded ordinances (UXO) clearance operations in southern Iraq. 

Under the umbrella of UNAMI, some 23 UN agencies, funds and programmes are working together through 11 clusters to coordinate international aid to Iraq and to offer assistance in the rebuilding of the country. 

The clusters, whose activities are funded by the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI), are: education and culture; health; water and sanitation; infrastructure and housing; agriculture, water resources, and environment; food security; mine action; refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs); governance and civil society; poverty reduction and human development; and electoral support. 

Iraq: UN Envoy meets head of Association of Muslim Scholars, Iraqi Planning Minister 

6 February - The senior United Nations envoy to Iraq is continuing consultations with Iraqi leaders across the political spectrum on how to advance the country's political process in the wake of last month's landmark elections. 

On Saturday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, told Sheikh Hareth Al Dhari, head of the Association of Muslim Scholars, that the UN is exploring means to encourage a broad-based national dialogue among all Iraqis as called for by the Security Council. 

Talks between the two men, held in the Um Al Qura Mosque in Baghdad, touched on the political environment in Iraq, especially efforts to bring all Iraqis together in a process of national dialogue to ensure the participation of all Iraqis in the shaping of their future. 

Discussions also addressed the UN role in Iraq in the post-election period which will see the convening of the Transitional National Assembly, the formation of a transitional government and the drafting of a permanent constitution for the country ahead of new elections to be held by the end of the year. 

The meeting, which Mr. Qazi described in comments to the press as “very good, frank and useful,” is part of a series of contacts that the UN top diplomat in Iraq has been having with Iraqi officials and political personalities after the 30 January elections to assess developments in the country and UN efforts to help Iraqis through this process. 

Mr. Qazi on Saturday also met with Interim Iraqi Minister of Planning Mahdi Hafeth for similar talks on the political environment in the country. 

The talks with Mr. Hafed, who has contested the elections on the list of the Independent Democrats, also addressed the work of the UN in providing humanitarian assistance and contributing to the reconstruction process in the country. 

Under UN Security Council 1546, the UN is mandated to promote national dialogue and coordinate international aid to the country. Twenty three funds, programes and agencies are working together under the UN Assistance Mission to Iraq (UNAMI) to support the country's reconstruction. 

International community must help Israel, Palestinians seal peace – Annan 

7 February - Despite positive new moves in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the situation remains fragile and the international community must encourage the parties to match their words with action on the ground and help ease the Palestinians’ economic plight, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

“I urge all Member States to help the parties meet their commitments and strengthen their cooperation, so that the opportunity for progress toward peace now at hand is firmly grasped,” he told the 2005 session of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. 

Mr. Annan noted recent positive developments such as the election of new Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas who opposes violence and is committed to the so-call Road Map peace plan, the recent restoration of security coordination between the two sides, and tomorrow’s summit in Egypt between Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Mr. Abbas. 

The Road Map is the plan drawn up by the diplomatic Quartet – the UN, European Union, Russia and the United States – calling for parallel and reciprocal steps by both sides leading to two States living in peace by the end of 2005. 

Mr. Annan also noted Mr. Abbas’ commitment to security and democratic reform as well as Mr. Sharon’s disengagement plan for Israel settlements from Gaza and part of the occupied West Bank, calling early implementation of this withdrawal in coordination with the Palestinian leadership an important step in fulfilling the Road Map. 

The Palestinians’ economic plight also demanded action, he said. “Alleviating their suffering and providing economic opportunity is a human imperative and an important contribution to peace,” he added, pledging continued efforts by UN agencies to help hundreds of thousands of desperately needy Palestinians and appealing for “the strong and sustained support of donors.” 

Reports of unrest continue to flow in from Sudan’s Darfur region – UN 

7 February - Reports of unrest continue to flow in from various parts of Sudan’s western Darfur region, including abductions, the burning of villages, the disruption of relief operations and shooting, the United Nations mission in the country said today. 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed and up to 1.85 million others displaced since rebels took up arms in early 2003, partly in protest at the distribution of economic resources in Darfur, which the UN has called the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. 

African Union (AU) monitors and humanitarian agencies last week found seven villages that have been totally burnt recently and three others abandoned in South Darfur state, but there was no information on who was responsible, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported. 

In North Darfur, an AU team found over the weekend that six people were abducted allegedly by three armed men who took their cattle before releasing them. In West Darfur suspected armed tribesmen disrupted a food distribution operation by a non-governmental organization (NGO), while other armed tribesmen looted 50 bags of cereal and five bags of sugar. 

A report by a UN-appointed commission of inquiry into whether genocide has occurred in Darfur has found that the Government, Janjaweed militia and the rebels are responsible for possible war crimes. 

The UN World Health Organization (WHO), meanwhile, is helping the Ministry of Health to raise supplementary funds to constitute a vaccine stock in the event of widespread meningitis outbreak. 

According to the Ministry, between 22 January and 2 February, 69 cases, 23 deaths of them fatal, were reported from Gadaref and Blue Nile states. Since then, more cases and related deaths have been reported form South Kordofan and El Gazeria states. 

New UN envoy in Syria to seek withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon 

7 February - Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s newly appointed envoy on the withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon met over the weekend in Damascus with senior officials of Syria, which has 14,000 troops on its smaller neighbour’s soil. 

Terje Roed-Larsen, until last month the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, conferred with Foreign Minister Farouk al Shara and Deputy Foreign Minister Wald Muallen, and was now on his way to Beirut for talks with senior Lebanese officials on his first visit in his new capacity, a UN spokesman said in New York. 

While in Beirut, Mr. Roed-Larsen is expected to meet with President Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister Omar Kamari and the Speaker of Parliament Nabih Berri. 

His mission stems from Security Council resolution 1559, adopted in September ahead of elections in Lebanon, which supported polling free from outside influence and called for the withdrawal of all remaining foreign forces, the disbanding of all militias and the extension of Government control over the entire country. 

In an initial report in October, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said that aside from a UN peacekeeping force, the only significant foreign forces in Lebanon were Syrian. He said Syria indicated it had some 14,000 troops still inside Lebanon stationed near the border, and that it had redeployed about 3,000 other forces. 

He reported that both governments said the timing of further withdrawals would be determined by the security situation in Lebanon and the region and they could not provide a schedule for such action. 

Dire prison conditions, violence against women persist in Afghanistan, UN rights expert says 

7 February - Despite some human rights improvements in Afghanistan such as the release of hundreds of prisoners, matters of concern still persist, including domestic violence against women, a deficient justice system, the deleterious impact of drugs and the dire conditions of prisons, according to a United Nations rights expert. 

The UN Independent Expert on Human Rights in Afghanistan, Cherif Bassiouni, has also voiced "grave concern" over "a very unusual practice" in which foreign coalition forces have taken upon themselves the right, without legal process, to arrest people, detain them, mistreat them and possibly even torture them. 

Foreign troops in Afghanistan include the United States-led coalition forces and the multi-national NATO-led International Security Assistance Force for Afghanistan (ISAF). Mr. Bassiouni named no specific country but at a weekend news conference in Kabul, the capital, he stressed that there was no legal basis for coalition forces to hold people as prisoners. If they are held as prisoners of war, the forces have to observe the Geneva Conventions. 

He said that as a result of his previous visit and other efforts Afghan President Hamid Karzai had released more than 750 prisoners, including people who had been detained for over 30 months without any form of legal process. 

"But we are concerned that maybe traditional habits that have existed in this country for quite some time have not changed enough to allow for any visible indications of the reduction of violence against women in the domestic context and also with respect to women's access to justice," he added. 

"Quite obviously the failure to develop mechanisms for allowing women, minority groups, disenfranchised groups and the poor to have access to justice is quite a serious problem," he said. 

With Afghan opium poppies accounting for 87 per cent of the world's heroin output, Mr. Bassiouni voiced concern over the development of an entire drug-driven economy as well as the creation of substantial wealth among the drug lords and their ability to corrupt government agencies, and the rise of organized crime with serious consequences not only on human rights but in the political, social and economic fields. 

On prisons, he noted that the jail in Logar consists of a metal container, "buried in the ground and the basement of a rented house, whose ceilings are about to fall." 

Both there and in Kabul "conditions are below human standards by any means and they are in total violation of the UN Minimum Standards for the Treatment of Prisoners," he added, with small metal containers in which 10 human beings are kept, some of them shackled hand and foot with a metal bar for 24 hours a day for 6 weeks. 

He noted that unpaid guards frequently shackled people so that those who can afford it pay to be unshackled and he underscored the lack of any medical facilities. 

He also stressed "the very inhuman situation" in which women prisoners have to keep their children with them with the result that there are more children there than women. "So, in effect, the crimes of the mothers are carried out onto the children who are paying the price," he added. 

UN sends liaison officer to committee probing Afghan air crash 

6 February - A liaison officer from the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan has joined the Joint Security Committee Center set up to investigate Thursday's deadly Kam Air plane crash. 

“We are confident that a thorough investigation will be conducted so we – and the families of the victims – know what happened to the beloved ones,” UNAMA spokesman Ariane Quentier told the press in Kabul today. The Committee is led by the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). 

The crash site has been identified, but rescue teams were still unable to reach the plane, according to UNAMA. “The peaks of the mountain are very steep, making landing of the ISAF helicopters extremely difficult,” Ms. Quentier said, adding that weather conditions and the rough terrain were further complicating the rescue operation. 

Most of the 104 passengers on the plane were Afghans, but there were also some international workers “who had dedicated their lives to help in this country's reconstruction efforts,” the spokesman noted, conveying sympathies to all those affected by the disaster. 

Annan to soon offer ideas for UN anti-terrorism strategy 

7 February - Responding to a recommendation by his High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change that the United Nations should work out a comprehensive anti-terrorism strategy, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has told a counter-terrorism meeting that he would soon put forward some ideas on the matter. 

"I intend to enunciate a vision for such a strategy in the near future," Mr. Annan said in a message delivered Saturday by Executive Director Javier Rupérez of the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee's Executive Directorate to a four-day international counter-terrorism conference in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

All States must fulfil the binding anti-terrorism obligations already imposed by the UN Security Council and should together enact a comprehensive anti-terrorism convention, he said. 

"Let every terrorist and terrorist group hear the same message from Governments and international organizations everywhere: We denounce your crimes. We will work together to fight you at every turn. And we will build a world of law and right in which terror has no appeal, and no place," Mr. Annan said. 

Meanwhile, Governments must listen to the full range of opinions within the Islamic world and show that legitimate grievances can find peaceful solutions because eliminating terrorism calls for more than bringing individual terrorists to justice, he said. 

"While all States have a duty to speak out, they also have a duty to hear the full range of voices within the Islamic world. Many of those voices tell us that we cannot hope to defeat terrorism only by freezing bank accounts, sharing intelligence, or bringing individual terrorists to justice," he added. 

The voices say that the despair and anger among ordinary people, which terrorists so shamelessly exploit, must be urgently addressed. Basic human freedoms must be respected by those combating terrorism and people must see movement towards better and fairer societies, he said. 

By meeting in Saudi Arabia, the cradle of Islam, "which has itself recently fallen victim to horrendous acts of terrorist violence, you send out a powerful message: terrorism is a threat to all civilized countries and anathema to all faiths," Mr. Annan said. 

All States must make clear that no cause whatsoever justifies targeting civilians and non-combatants, a stance that is doubly important for Islamic countries, he said. 

"Not only is it a necessary part of efforts to protect citizens from the kinds of atrocities we have seen here in Riyadh and many other parts of the Islamic world. It is also vital to rebut the distortion of Islam by a wicked few. Those who wrongly claim that Islam justifies the callous murder of the innocent give this rich and ancient faith a bad name," Mr. Annan said. 

UN envoy on ending HIV/AIDS in Africa says child treatments possible in 18 months 

7 February - The United Nations children's and public health agencies may be able to develop and market anti-HIV/AIDS formulations for children within 18 months, the UN Special Envoy helping to coordinate the battle against HIV/AIDS in Africa said today in Barcelona, Spain. 

Addressing a conference on AIDS orphans in Africa, Special Envoy Stephen Lewis said the lack of treatment suitable for children was a long-time problem, but the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) were now trying to find solutions. 

"The most important touch of solace on the horizon is that UNICEF and WHO have come together in an effort to address the most complex aspects of this predicament," he said. "It's estimated that if we started immediately, we could get certain paediatric formulations onto the market within 18 months." 

Nonetheless, the 2.2 million children already living with AIDS were likely to lose the race against time, he said. 

The most effective way to stop the infection of children was to stop transmission from the pregnant mother to the developing child, but only 10 per cent of HIV-infected expectant mothers in Africa could access clinics providing prevention of mother to child transmission (PMTCT), he said. 

Those clinics were distributing single-dose nevirapine, which if 80 per cent of infected African women got it, would reduce child infection by half, or 300,000 cases, Mr. Lewis said. 

"On the other hand, in the West, using full-anti-retroviral (ATV) intervention, what we call triple dose therapy, the numbers of infected children have been cut virtually to zero," he said, asking, "How long will this double standard be tolerated? How long will the lives of African children be considered of lesser worth?" 

UN boosts logistical ability to deliver food in tsunami-ravaged Indonesia 

7 February - With nearly 500,000 people already having received a one-month supply of food in Indonesia’s tsunami-ravaged Aceh region, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is rapidly increasing its logistical capacity, with seven to 10 helicopters now at its disposal and reinforcement by sea starting up today. 

The agency plans to have a second one-month supply of food distributed by the end of February in the region that suffered most from the 26 December disaster. 

The new sea operation involves a vessel capable of carrying 3,000 tons of food and a landing craft off the Aceh coast of Meulaboh today began ferrying food from a floating warehouse to storage space on land, to pre-position supplies there. 

Indonesia’s Aceh and Sumatra provinces accounted for over two-thirds of the more than 200,000 people killed by the tsunami, which also injured more than half a million others and left up to 5 million in need of basic services in the dozen Indian Ocean countries it struck. 

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has delivered emergency assistance to 40,000 people in the area. 

The UN, which is coordinating international relief operations, has opened an office in Aceh’s capital, Banda Aceh, and today held its first joint new briefing there. 

“While emergency relief efforts continue, we are now beginning to address how best we can move from emergency relief to early recovery,” spokesman Hiro Ueki said. “A gradual shift in our approach will help realign the activities of the UN and other key actors towards recovery and help the Government of Indonesia address a range of recovery options.” 

Tsunami response shows way to deal with world’s long-standing ills – UNICEF 

7 February - The inspirational worldwide outpouring of humanitarian aid after the Indian Ocean tsunami is a lesson that belies the myths of compassion fatigue and the world as a heartless place in confronting crises in other emergencies and from other scourges, the head of United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today. 

“If the world can mobilize so quickly and effectively against the forces of nature, it can surely mobilize quickly and effectively to make sure that every girl and boy will be in school before the year is out,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy told a meeting in Bangkok, Thailand, on girls’ education in South Asia. 

“For as surely as do the children of the tsunami need our attention and the world’s support so do the children in other emergency countries, for example, in Afghanistan, Darfur, Uganda and the Congo,” she said. “And so do the children living and dying where the cameras never go, in places where poverty, HIV/AIDS, gender discrimination in health and education, violence and exploitation are the reality and the quiet norm rather than the exception.” 

She noted the vast international collaboration in responding to the 26 December tsunami, which killed more than 200,000, injured half a million others and left up to 5 million people in need of basic services in a dozen countries, the aid of donors, and the importance of strong national infrastructures that allowed countries to control the spread of diseases and reopen schools. 

“It is a most tragic irony that within the international reactions to the tsunami emergency we might have might have found what was missing in our decades-long efforts to ensure every child their right to an education,” she declared. “We have been discussing this issue for what seems like forever and we have set goal after goal, not meeting the first one, moving it back another decade; not meeting the next one; moving it back yet again.” 

In the process, the world community and individual countries have lost more than face and credibility. They have lost the lives and contributions of millions of young girls – denied their right to education, married before their time, bearing babies before their bodies and minds are ready, the poorest condemned to lives where abuse and sexual exploitation are the norm and HIV/AIDS their increasingly common fate. 

She called on the participants to “take heed of the lessons of the tsunami,” to enlist the broader community, reach out to civil society organizations and the private sector, and train more teachers to be gender sensitive. Finally, development agencies and governments must step up on behalf of the young girls’ of the world. 

UN refugee agency chief wraps up tour of West Africa 

7 February - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers wrapped up his tour of the West Africa region with a visit over the weekend to Côte d’Ivoire, which, until conflict broke out in 2002, had had a tradition of generosity towards asylum seekers. 

Looking at the regional dimensions of the war in Côte d'Ivoire and the wars that have ended in Liberia, Sierra Leone and, to a lesser extent, Guinea, Mr. Lubbers called for a regional approach to disarmament to stabilize the Mano River Union’s three members – Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

“It is important that the Mano River Union countries, extended to Côte d'Ivoire, uphold common principles, one of them being that only state forces can carry arms and that it is illegal for any other groups to do so, irrespective of the names these irregular elements are given," he said. 

In the post-conflict period, Mr. Lubbers’ agency completed its repatriation programme for Sierra Leoneans last July and started a return operation last October for the 340,000 Liberian refugees in West Africa, of whom 100,000 have gone home on their own. 

With the UN refugee agency having repatriated some 7,000 Liberian refugees by sea, air and land, Mr. Lubbers said it was time to quicken the pace of return. 

In Côte d'Ivoire, the last stop on Mr. Lubbers' six-day, four-nation trip, civil war broke out in September 2002, ending a generous asylum tradition that had allowed refugees to settle in villages instead of being confined to camps. 

Anti-refugee sentiments emerged for the first time, and the involvement of some Liberian nationals in the ranks of fighters in western Côte d’Ivoire cast suspicion on all refugees in the minds of many Ivorians. That prompted the UN refugee agency to carry out a massive campaign on the theme, “Your tolerance can make a difference,” which the High Commissioner launched in May 2003 in the country’s economic capital, Abidjan. 

Côte d’Ivoire now hosts some 70,000 Liberian refugees and less than 2,000 non-Liberian refugees. 

Global cooperation vital in seeking HIV/AIDS vaccine – UN health agency 

7 February - With global efforts to produce an HIV/AIDS vaccine proliferating, it is crucial to increase international cooperation, boost clinical trial capacity worldwide and conduct trials at multiple sites against different strains, the United Nations health agency said today. 

“With so many HIV vaccine clinical trials testing novel products ongoing and planned by a wide variety of investigators, it is time to intensify global collaboration,” said the Director of the World Health Organization (WHO) Initiative for Vaccine Research, Marie-Paule Kieny. “Lessons learned must benefit all working in this challenging but advancing field.” 

Some 50 experts from developing and industrialized countries discussed their HIV vaccine research and development efforts at the first WHO-UNAIDS (Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS) Meeting of Global Partners Promoting HIV Vaccine Research and Development last week in Montreux, Switzerland, bringing together experts from governments, academia, industry, public-private partnerships and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

Beyond increasing clinical trial capacity worldwide at multiple sites against different globally prevalent HIV strains in populations with different transmission patterns, challenges include the appropriate use of trial sites for other HIV preventive research; the interface between HIV vaccine trials and increased access to anti-retroviral treatment; and the need to ensure that the most appropriate candidate vaccines are tested at the most appropriate sites regardless of who developed them or strengthened the site. 

“Overcoming these challenges will require intense international collaboration and coordination,” said Saladin Osmanov, Acting Coordinator of the WHO-UNAIDS HIV Vaccine Initiative. 

Twenty-five million people in sub-Saharan Africa are currently living with HIV, over 65 per cent of all infections worldwide. Developing countries must be involved as equal partners in the development of HIV vaccines and an increasing number of trials are planned in African countries. This has not always been the case. 

Although the first clinical trial of an HIV vaccine took place in 1987 and more than 70 phase I HIV vaccine trials have since taken place, by 2003 only four phase I/II trials had been conducted on the African continent. “Africa must participate in HIV vaccine development,” Pascoal Mocumbi, High Representative of the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership and former Prime Minister of Mozambique, told the meeting. 

The majority of African countries are more focused on disease control and very few have provisions for HIV vaccine research and development in their national AIDS programmes, he added. 

It is important to conduct vaccine trials in developing countries because the genetic variability of HIV may require testing of vaccine candidates in different areas of the world, where different strains are prevalent. 

Meetings are expected to take place on a regular basis so that major players can share their experiences, ideas and devise ways to address challenges together. 

Recent isolated cases of mad cow disease are no cause for panic – UN agency 

7 February - Four cases of mad cow disease in cattle in Canada and the United States and a single confirmed case in a goat in France should not cause panic among consumers and producers over the scourge, which is fatal in humans, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today. 

“The three cases in Canada and the one case in the US from an imported animal are isolated incidents,” FAO animal production expert Andrew Speedy said in a statement. 

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), the disease’s scientific term, is a degeneration of the central nervous system that is fatal in adult cattle and was first diagnosed in cattle in 1986 in the United Kingdom. Scientists believe it causes variant Creutzfeldt - Jakob disease (vCJD) in humans through consumption of contaminated beef products from infected cattle, resulting in 148 deaths in the last 10 years, almost all in the UK. A recent case in Japan involved a person who had visited the UK. 

FAO noted that these latest cattle cases were detected because of the testing procedures now in place. More than 176,000 tests out of a total cattle population of almost 95 million were carried out in the US and more than 21,000 out of 14.5 million cattle in Canada during 2004. Transmission is thought to be by oral ingestion of animal feed containing BSE-infected meat and bone meal and a ban on feeding such matter has been in place in both countries since 1997. 

There is a need for a steady, scientific approach to ensure that the disease is kept out of unaffected countries, including identification of animals by use of ear tags or electronic systems, national registration and movement records and compulsory testing of suspect animals, all of which are essential, FAO added. 

The agency is working with Swiss experts to train veterinary staff in other countries, including Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Near East, in methods of diagnosis, surveillance and prevention. 

Essential control measures include the exclusion of potentially infective materials from the feed chain and improved practices in the rendering and feed industries. 

The goat diagnosed with BSE in France was the first food animal other than cattle to contract the disease naturally. It was thought that sheep and goats were only affected by scrapie which is distinguishable from BSE and not thought to be transmissible to humans. But FAO stressed that this was one example in millions, and the goat was born before Europe imposed a total ban on feeding potentially infected meat and bone meal to livestock in January 2001. 

UNICEF reiterates call to governments to end female genital mutilation 

7 February - The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has again called on governments to move swiftly to stop female genital mutilation and cutting (FGM/C), a harmful practice that has currently affected more than 130 million women and girls in countries ranging from Senegal and Mali to Yemen and Oman. 

“Female genital mutilation and cutting is a violation of the basic rights of women and girls,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a message on the eve of the International Day of Zero Tolerance of Female Genital Mutilation. “It is a dangerous and irreversible procedure that negatively impacts the general health, child-bearing capabilities and educational opportunities of girls and women.” 

FGM/C is also being performed in some parts of southeast Asia and reports from Europe, North America, and Australia show the prevalence of the practice among immigrant communities. 

Ms. Bellamy said ending all forms of FGM/C is crucial to the success of two of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): improving maternal health and promoting gender equality. She reiterated UNICEF’s call on governments to abide by commitments to abandon the practice. 

The 2002 UN Special Session on Children, endorsed by 69 Heads of State and government and 190 high-level national delegations, set a goal to end female genital mutilation and cutting by 2010. 

UNICEF said it believes that in order to end the practice, nations must build a protective environment for children and comprehensive, culturally sensitive approaches are needed to change community attitudes toward FGM/C, a deeply-rooted tradition that in many societies is believed to be a religious obligation. 

A majority of UNICEF offices in countries where FGM/C is prevalent are now working with communities towards the abandonment of the practice. The countries include Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Niger, Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Chad, Benin, Togo, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania, Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Yemen and Oman. 

Key articles in draft disability treaty approved at UN meeting 

6 February - In a major step forward for persons with disabilities and humanity as a whole, a United Nations negotiating panel has reached agreement on key provisions in a treaty codifying their rights. 

The General Assembly committee on a convention on the rights of persons with disabilities forged accord on draft articles addressing access to justice, privacy, independent living, full inclusion in the community and other individual rights. 

“This major human rights convention represents a shift in the way governments interact with persons with disabilities,” the Coordinator of the talks, Ambassador Don MacKay of New Zealand, said at a press conference on Friday at the close of the two-week session. “Many have said that the rights of persons with disabilities are already guaranteed in existing human rights treaties, but the reality is that persons with disabilities have been deprived of those rights.” 

“Many conventions say that such and such people should not be treated differently from others – but people with disabilities are treated differently from others,” Mr. MacKay observed, adding that existing treaties had prescribed equal rights, but had not set out in detail what those rights were. 

The Convention would say not only that persons with disabilities had the same rights as those without, but would spell out in detail what those rights were, he said. “We're setting up a new regime, a new way of thinking and a new sort of paradigm.” 

The Committee Chair, Ambassador Luis Gallegos Chiriboga of Ecuador, told reporters that the negotiations were part of an historic process aimed at integrating 600 million people into society. 

“The owners of the convention are the people with disabilities; they are the actors who are moving forward the convention,” he said. “They are the ones who tell us what their problems are, and how to address them.” 

The Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities agreed on a text providing that States parties should take all measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise their right to freedom of expression and opinion, including the right to seek, receive and impart information on an equal basis with others. 

That provision calls on States parties to facilitate the use of sign language, Braille and augmentative alternative communication. 

The agreed draft text also stipulates that persons with disabilities shall not be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with their privacy and correspondence. 

There was broad support for committing States parties to take measures to enable persons with disabilities to live independently and as full participants in the community, including the right to choose one's place of residence and living arrangements. 

A separate draft article was proposed on protection of the home and family, which would ensure the rights of persons with disabilities to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children on an equal basis with other persons. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**SG’s Trip
We have a trip to announce:

The Secretary-General will leave tomorrow for London, where on Thursday he will meet with Prime Minister Tony Blair and other senior government officials.  He and the Prime Minister will then attend an event at which the Secretary-General will make a major speech on his 2005 agenda for both development and security.

The Secretary-General will then travel to Munich, Germany, where he will attend an annual security conference and deliver a speech on “A More Secure World:  The Role of the United Nations”.  In Munich, the Secretary-General will also hold meetings with senior German officials, including Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, as well as with other European leaders.

And he will return to New York on Sunday.

**Togo
In a statement issued Saturday, the Secretary-General expressed his deep sorrow upon learning of the sudden death of President Gnassingbe Eyadema of the Republic of Togo. 

President Eyadema played a central role in the governance of his country for almost forty years, the statement said.  And, during that period, he also made a significant contribution to the peaceful settlement of disputes in Africa in general and in West Africa in particular. 

The Secretary-General extended his sincere condolences to the bereaved family and to the Government and people of Togo. 

In that statement, the Secretary-General said he trusts that the Togolese authorities will take all necessary measures to preserve stability in the country and ensure a peaceful transfer of power, consistent with the constitution and the rule of law.

We now have a new statement following the swearing-in of Faure Gnassingbe as the new Pesident of Togo.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
And that statement reads as follows, issued just a short time ago:

“The Secretary-General is concerned that the transfer of power that has taken place in Togo, following the death of President Eyadema, has not been done in full respect of the provisions of the Constitution.

“The Secretary-General reemphasizes the need for constitutionality and respect for the rule of law.”

**Suspensions
Based on the information contained in the interim report of the Independent Inquiry Commission into the oil-for-food programme, we have initiated procedures against the two staff named in that report, Benon Sevan and Joseph Stephanides. 

Both are expected to receive, by Wednesday, official letters which outline the internal charges against them.  They then have two weeks to respond, at which time the administration will take its final decision on appropriate sanctions.  This is only the beginning of a disciplinary procedure, respectful of due process. 

**Iraq
The UN Mission in Iraq is continuing to rehabilitate schools throughout the country, with the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) currently carrying out comprehensive rehabilitation of 84 schools.  It is also repairing water and sanitation facilities in 20 schools.

Meanwhile, the UN Development Programme trained seven mine action advisers in Amman, Jordan, last month, who are being deployed in Iraq.  We have an update on UN humanitarian activities in Iraq today.

Over the weekend, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, met with Sheikh Hareth al-Dhari, head of the Association of Muslim Scholars, and told him that the United Nations is exploring means to encourage a broad-based national dialogue among all Iraqis.

Qazi also met on Saturday with Interim Iraqi Minister of Planning, Mahdi Hafeth, for similar talks on the political environment in the country.  We have more details in a press release upstairs.

**SG – Middle East
The Secretary-General said this morning that the coming year is an important one for the cause of peace in the Middle East, which began auspiciously with the successful holding of the Palestinian presidential elections.

Speaking to the opening session of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, the Secretary-General said that the meeting, scheduled for tomorrow in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, between the Israeli and Palestinian leaders is “a welcome initiative”.

He said he was sure that Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas would move swiftly to act on his commitments to restructure the Palestinian security forces, strengthen Palestinian institutions and carry forward democratic reform.  The Secretary-General also looks forward to the early implementation of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s disengagement plan, in coordination with the Palestinian leadership.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

**Sharm el-Sheikh
We’ve been asked if we will have someone at the summit in Sharm el-Sheikh, and the answer is no.  The Sharm el-Sheikh summit is an Egyptian initiative.  There will be, of course, Israeli and Palestinian officials, as well as Jordanians, but no member of the Quartet will be there.

Kieran Prendergast, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, is currently in London, where he is attending a meeting of Quartet envoys in preparation for a possible Quartet meeting next month. 

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

**Sudan
Tomorrow morning, a public meeting of the Security Council has been scheduled.

Invited and expected to attend that meeting are Sudanese Vice-President Osman Taha; John Garang, the Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement; and African Union Representative, Baba Gana Kingibe.

The Secretary-General, when asked about that meeting this morning, told reporters that he believed it was important to have them all here to discuss not only the peace process but the implementation of the process and the action they need to take on the ground to make it hold.

Meanwhile, the UN mission in Sudan continues to report on insecurity in Darfur and the World Health Organization warns of risks of a meningitis outbreak in Sudan.

**Lebanon
Terje Roed-Larsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, is meeting with both Lebanese and Syrian officials for the first time since assuming his new responsibilities. 

Yesterday and today, he was in Damascus, where he met with Foreign Minister Farouk al Shara and Deputy Foreign Minister Wald Muallen.

He’s now headed to Beirut, where he will meet with senior officials, including President Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister Omar Kamari and the Speaker of Parliament Nabih Berri.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan over the weekend expressed its deepest sympathies following the crash of a Kam Air flight, with 104 passengers on board, last Thursday.  The Mission welcomed the establishment of a Joint Security Committee Centre to investigate the crash; the Mission has a liaison officer within that Committee.

We have details in the Sunday briefing notes from Kabul.  Also, the UN Independent Expert on Human Rights in Afghanistan, Cherif Bassiouni, gave a press conference on Saturday summarizing his latest mission to the country, in which he expressed, among other things, his concern that foreign forces in the country have arrested and detained, and even mistreated prisoners, without any legal process.

**Counter-Terrorism
The Secretary-General, in a message, praised a counter-terrorism conference that began in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Saturday for sending out the message that “terrorism is a threat to all civilized countries, and anathema to all faiths”.

In the message, he says that all States need a principled strategy against terrorism that includes, but is much broader than, coercive measures.  He added that, while all States have a duty to speak out against terrorism, they also have a duty to hear the full range of voices within the Islamic world, so that people can see that legitimate grievances can be addressed through peaceful means.

**AIDS in Africa
Stephen Lewis, the UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, today reported on a wrenching scene of HIV-positive children -- neglected and suffering -- in a project in Lusaka, Zambia.

He did so in remarks at a United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) conference in Barcelona, Spain, focusing on children orphaned by AIDS.

When it comes to the treatment of children living with AIDS, the Convention on the Rights of the Child is a virtual dead letter, he says.  We have his remarks available in my office.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
Finally, the guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Ambassador Dumisani Kumalo of South Africa, who is the chairman of the Commission on Social Development.  And he will be here to brief you on the work of the Commission’s forty-third session, which will be held from 9 to 19 February.

That’s all I have for you.

Yes, Per?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   On Benon Sevan, there are reports that he has been suspended with pay.  Is that much correct?

Spokesman:  Yes.  I think I just told you that both he and Joseph Stephanides have been suspended with pay, which is the most standard way of proceeding when there is impending disciplinary action.  So, as I said, we will give them in writing what the charges are against them; we expect by Wednesday.  But they were informed orally on Friday that they were suspended with pay.
Question:   And what does that mean, to be suspended with pay?  Does he still have immunity?

Spokesman:  Yes.  There is no action taken on immunity.  Neither Mr. Sevan nor Mr. Stephanides have had any criminal charges laid at their doorstep by the Volcker commission, although Mr. Volcker did say his inquiry into Mr. Sevan was continuing.  So, it means they continue with their pay.  For Mr. Stephanides, it’s his full salary; for Mr. Sevan, it’s his one dollar a year.

Question:   But be suspended means what?  That they cannot access their offices or what is it...? 

Spokesman:  Yes, it means that they should not come onto the premises here, unless it’s in connection with summoning their defence, which they have 14 days to present in writing.

Question:   Now, if possibly in two weeks after their response you may consider lifting their immunity?  What are the...(Interrupted)? 

Spokesman:  No, the immunity doesn’t come into play until you have a criminal allegation that is prosecutable.  So, until we get to that step, we will not be talking about immunity.  So, what we’re talking about now are possible disciplinary actions for not following UN rules and regulations.

Question:   And what are the typical actions if somebody is found to break those rules?  What are the options here?

Spokesman:  It can be anything from summarily dismissing them -- the Secretary-General has the option to summarily dismiss them -- at one end of the spectrum; or putting a note in their file or finding them not guilty at the other end of the spectrum.  That would be after we had reviewed their defence.

Yes, Sephora?
Question:   What is Stephanides’ yearly salary?

Spokesman:  Ooh, I don’t have that.  But I think all such salaries are a matter of public record, so, we can get it for you after the briefing.  

[He later said that someone of his level would earn between $141,000 and $157,000, plus cost of living adjustment of about $50,000.]

Laura?

Question:   Did you say that the Secretary-General was going to be going to London today?

Spokesman:  No, tomorrow.

Question:   Tomorrow.  So, is he going to be meeting with Prendergast and the rest of the Quartet envoys before?  Because, if he is meeting with Blair on Thursday, what is he going to be doing Tuesday and Wednesday? 

Spokesman:  He is travelling Tuesday, Wednesday he’ll have some internal meetings.  I don’t know that he will be meeting with Mr. Prendergast on this visit.  I don’t believe that the Quartet meeting is scheduled for this week.  I think it’s for later.

So, I cannot say whether Quartet business will be on his agenda.  But as of now, it is not, as far as his meeting with his own people go.  The Middle East could easily come up in any of his discussions with senior officials, though.  

Edie?
Question:   Fred, you used the word “sanctions”.  Were the sanctions you were talking about this range going from dismissal to finding that nothing actionable had been committed?  And secondly, in the conference that the Secretary-General is going to talk to in Germany, is there some group?  Does it have a name, or is it...?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to look into that for you.  I’m told it’s an annual meeting; I believe of Defence Ministers or security experts.  But let me see if I can nail that down for you later.

[The Spokesman later announced that the conference is called the “Forty-First Munich Conference on Security Policy”.]

Question:   And the sanctions?

Spokesman:  You want to know what the other sanctions would be?  Well, I am told that, initially, after those charged have submitted their defence in writing within 14 days, there are three options:  The case could be closed against them or the Secretary-General could decide to summarily dismiss them.  And the third option would be to refer the matter to the Joint Disciplinary Committee.  And that Committee could then make recommendations to the Secretary-General taking, again, a range of activities.  I don’t have any examples between the two extremes with dismissal on the one hand or closing the case on the other.  But I can try to find out from the historical record what some of the activities in between those two options might be.

Yes, Peter? 

Question:   In the case of Mr. Sevan, who is technically -- I guess -- retired, the dismissal would be meaningless.  Putting a letter on his file seems to me would be meaningless.  Is there anything more meaningful; anything that could constitute a real penalty?

Spokesman:  Well, technically he is not retired.  That was the whole point of giving him a dollar-a-year.  So, technically, he is a staff member and allegations have been brought against him.  So, this is the beginning of a process by which he can defend himself in writing and then he will be judged.  And that’s all internal within the UN regarding UN rules and regulations.

Now, should there be an allegation of criminal wrongdoing, that could be prosecuted within a national judicial system, then that’s when the immunity could come into play.

Yes, Abdurrahim?
Question:   About the immunity Fred, the threat to strip him off his immunity, is there any case in which that would translate into handing his case over to the US Justice Department for example, which has expressed interest in the past in looking into these cases? 

Spokesman:  Well, we would see whether there was an indictment from any national authority and the lifting of immunity would allow him to defend himself within that judicial system.

But we’re not there yet.  Neither Mr. Volcker nor any national authority has alleged criminal activity on Mr. Sevan’s part.

Question:   The Iraqi Ambassador, a few days ago, said that the Secretariat subverted the will of the Security Council, to use his own words, with regard to Volcker’s report on what happened in oil-for-food.  But he also said that the issue of the Security Council turning the blind eye to the smuggling of oil by Saddam will be left to historians.  I wonder if the Secretariat has a comment or response to that.

Spokesman:  Well, as far as the Secretariat’s management of the so-called 2.2 account, the 2.2 per cent of the oil revenue that we took for administrative purposes, that is really for Volcker to decide.  So, there is nothing we would have to say about that.  As for actions of Member States, I think it is Mr. Volcker’s intention, after he finishes with the UN Secretariat side of the investigation, to look at the role of Member States on the Security Council in the administration of this programme.

So, I don’t want to pass any judgement there.  I want to leave that to Mr. Volcker. 

Question:   Historically, has there been a precedent in which the Secretariat and the Security Council have been tangled up in a legal case like this?  The Secretariat being accused of undermining the will of the Security Council, the Secretariat saying to the Security Council it is also guilty of wrongdoing? 

Spokesman:  Well, you are basing yourself on comments of the Iraqi Ambassador.  I think Mr. Volcker is going to be looking at the conduct of Members of the Security Council, as he looked at the conduct of the UN Secretariat.

So, I don’t think we’re yet at the point that you describe.  Let’s wait and see what the full Volcker inquiry produces.

Richard?

Question:   A few quick things.  I was on the air trying to answer the questions you’re now being asked.  Is the Secretary-General coming into the building tomorrow for Sudan and then he’s travelling? 

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:   And on the pay, do they get to pay Benon Sevan because of due process and that’s UN law and that’s why his salary is continuing?  Why is their salary continuing?

Spokesman:  No.  At the beginning, when allegations are made against staff members, the Secretary-General would have the option of suspending without pay or suspending with pay.  Because this is the beginning of a process in which those accused can defend themselves, normally the suspension is with pay, so as not to prejudge the outcome.  And that’s what’s being done in this case as well.

Question:   So, what would the Secretary-General say about him being involved in their fate when he is also subject to the Volcker probe?  Should he be recusing himself of this type of matter?

Spokesman:  No, I don’t think that anything that Mr. Volcker has come up with to date would reflect negatively on the Secretary-General.  And the Secretary-General is still the chief administrator of this Organization.  So, he oversees this process of judgement.  It’s due process where those accused get a chance to defend themselves and eventually the Secretary-General judges them and takes disciplinary action, if he thinks it is warranted.  And then, the staff member has further options to appeal the Secretary-General’s judgement, if it is a negative one.  So, they can go first to the Join Appeals Board, which makes an advisory decision on whether the Secretary-General’s penalty is warranted or not.  And then, if the staff member is not happy with that judgement, they can appeal to the Administrative Tribunal, which has the final word, which is binding on the Secretary-General regarding this judgement.

Lee?

Question:   After 40 years of service, can pensions be affected by sanctions?

Spokesman:  No, pensions are always separate.  So, pensions can’t be touched.  Yes?

Question:   First of, what’s the subject of the SG’s meeting with Congressman Curt Weldon this afternoon?

Spokesman:  Apparently, the Congressman wants to brief the Secretary-General on a recent visit he made to Korea.

Question:   And can we have a readout for the 3:00 p.m. meeting?  Because he is meeting with ambassadors.
Spokesman:  Yes, the four ambassadors are taking a leading role in the UN and the rule of law and I think that’s the subject of that meeting and we’ll try to get a readout for you afterwards.

Per, you had a questions?

Question:   Fred, if Benon Sevan sort of retires, he will automatically lose immunity at that point, will he not?

Spokesman:  I had better ask the lawyers before I judge on that.  So, let me ask and get back to you. 

Question:   Because the only reason he has immunity now is because he’s being paid by the UN a dollar a year.

Spokesman:  Well, I believe, -- and here I am risking you giving my belief -- but I believe that the immunity applies to his actions as an international civil servant so that he should not be prosecuted for any actions he has taken as an international civil servant, unless there are criminal grounds for action.  So, I think that immunity applies to the past.  So, I think that the...  but let me get the lawyers’ view on that.  But that’s my sense of the rule. 

Question:   Also, is Paul Volcker getting full access to Kofi Annan’s documents, e-mails, whatever they want?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:   What about Kojo?  Paul Volcker was reportedly saying that he had troubles getting access to Kojo.  Why would that be so hard?

Spokesman:  I can’t answer for Kojo.  He’s not a UN employee and so, I really know nothing about Mr. Volcker’s interaction with Kojo Annan. 

Yes, Abdurrahim?
Question:   Two quick points, Fred.  About the SG’s speech in London, you said it’s a major speech on development and security.  Can you be a little bit more specific in what way it’s major?

Spokesman:  Well, those are the two areas on which he has received major reports regarding the future work of the UN.  The High-Level Panel, which has recommendations on security-related issues like humanitarian intervention and the Jeffrey Sachs report on the Millennium Development Goals.  And, as you know, the Secretary-General, in March, will present his own report marrying those two agendas and putting forward his agenda for this year.

So, it’s kind of a preview, I’d say, of that March report.

Question:   And finally on 1559, the UN envoy you said is holding talks with the Syrians and Lebanese.  Can you give us a taste of what he’s talking to them about? 

Spokesman:  No.  We’ll have to see whether Mr. Larsen wants to speak after he has completed his mission.  But at this time we want to say nothing.

Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   There were some reports this weekend indicating that the Secretary-General has been trying to get the Sunni elements in Iraq to participate in the constitution debate and possibly in the future government and that his efforts were not success.  Can you comment on that?

Spokesman:  Yes, you can see from the reports we’ve been giving you last week and this morning that Mr. Qazi, the Special Representative, is actively trying to bring as many elements of the Iraqi political spectrum under the tent for the constitution writing.  And the Secretary-General’s own statements, following the election, said that even those who did not participate in the elections and did not vote, should now join in the effort to write the constitution.

So, that is the grand political objective, I think of the United Nations in Iraq right now -- to help the Iraqis draw as many political actors as possible together for the writing of this constitution.

Question:   Are these efforts meeting with any success at all at this stage?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you any details, but Mr. Qazi has received indications from some political elements, who have stayed outside the electoral exercise, that they are now interested in participating politically in the constitution writing.  And so, he’s looking to facilitate that.

Richard? 

Question:   A couple of quick things:  as part of the disciplinary procedure, is Mr. Sevan barred from entering, access to the building, his office files, with anything that goes with that type of...?

Spokesman:  Well, anything in his office and all his files long ago were wrapped and given to Mr. Volcker.  And I mentioned perhaps before you came into the room that he is expected not to come onto the premises except if it’s necessary in connection with his marshalling his defence; the arguments for his defence.

Per?  (But CNN’s Richard Roth followed up).

Question:   Did the Secretary-General speak personally with him in the last few days, of Mr Volcker’s decision?

Spokesman:  With Mr. Sevan?

Question:   Yes.

Spokesman:  I would have to check.  I don’t know.

Per?
Question:   Why not just dismiss Mr. Sevan?  He would lose his diplomatic visa, the G-24, I believe it’s called, at which point he might just go back to Cyprus and the prosecutors will have to find him there somehow.  Wouldn’t that just solve everything?

Spokesman:  We’re trying to follow established due process in this building which gives him a chance to defend himself.  That’s what this is all about.  So, that’s what we’re trying to do.

Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   How far does Mr. Stephanides have to go before he retires?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I’d have to check.  But I think it’s something like less than a year.  May even be less than six months.

Richard?

Question:   Can you confirm that there was a change, reshuffling of the Political Affairs Department for Mr. Annan on Friday?  Someone was moved?  Pushed out?

Spokesman:  Your gossip is better than mine.  I am not aware of anything having happened.

Question:   What about the letter the SG sent to the staff?  Do you feel, you might not feel, but do you feel it’s a little bit too late where he talks about reforming and change, and it kind of looks a little strange coming after the oil-for-food scandal writing a letter beforehand saying we’re going to change things? 

Spokesman:  I think it was to assure staff that the allegations put forward by Mr. Volcker and the findings in his interim report will be acted upon responsibly and quickly.  And that they should have confidence that the Organization is going to learn from its mistakes and carry on.

Peter? 

Question:   Just one last housekeeping note.  You said there are going to be two speeches that the Secretary-General will deliver; one in London, one in Munich?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:   How will they differ?

Spokesman:  The one in London is on the 2005 agenda, which is made of the Millennium Development Goals and the security issues raised by the High-Level Panel report.  The Munich conference is focusing on security only.  And he will, therefore, touch upon the UN’s role in international security issues, going into that in greater depth than he did in London.

Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   Who has replaced Mr. Stephanides as the Director of Security Council Affairs?

Spokesman:  I haven’t been told that.  But, we did ask that question this morning and as soon as we get an answer we’ll let you know.  There will be an acting head of that unit named, I assume.

[The Spokesman later announced that Mr. Stephanides’ deputy, Linda Perkin, would act as head of that unit in the meantime].

Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:

Good afternoon,

This morning the President of the General Assembly will be presiding over an open-ended Working Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and Other Matters related to the Security Council.

This morning’s meeting is dedicated to organizational matters of the open-ended working group.  During the meeting, the President announced that he was nominating two co-vice-chairpersons for the open-ended working group:  Paulette Bethel from the Bahamas, for the first time; and Christian Wenaweser of Liechtenstein, nominated for another term.

President Jean Ping told the members that “intense consultations have been under way, and it is necessary to continue them, in order to put together the work plan and the way in which the working group will conduct its sessions”.

This open-ended group was created in 1993 by a resolution of the General Assembly which also gives the President of the General Assembly the mandate to preside over this working group.

On Friday, the General Assembly Ad Hoc Committee on a convention on the rights of persons with disabilities concluded its fifth session after reaching further agreements on draft articles addressing access to justice, privacy, family, independent living, full inclusion in the community and other individual rights.

“This major human rights convention represents a shift in the way governments interact with persons with disabilities”, the coordinator of the informal consultations, Don MacKay of New Zealand, said at a press conference on Friday.

On freedom of expression and opinion and access to information, the Committee agreed on a text providing that States parties should take all measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise their right to freedom of expression and opinion.  In particular, States parties should provide information in a timely manner and without additional costs and in accessible formats and technologies, and facilitate the use of sign language, Braille and augmentative alternative communication. 

On safeguarding privacy (article 14), the agreed draft text stipulates that persons with disabilities shall not be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference, when it comes to their privacy and correspondence.  A separate draft article was proposed on protection of the home and family, which would ensure the rights of persons with disabilities to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children on an equal basis with other persons. 

On living independently and inclusion in the community, there was broad support for committing States parties to take measures to enable persons with disabilities to live independently and as full participants in the community, including the right to choose one’s place of residence and living arrangements.

The next session of the Committee will take place from 1 to 12 August.

The President’s calendar -- President Ping met this morning with Assistant Secretary-General and Special Adviser on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, Rachel Mayanja.  They discussed the links between UN reform and the appraisal of the Beijing Platform for Action and the Millennium Development Goals.

That’s all I have for you.

Any questions?
If not, thank you.

* *** *



	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Reuters - Asia quake, tsunami moved islands, shortened days


Xinhua - UNEP head awarded 2005 Theodor Heuss prize


English Eastday - UNEP head awarded 2005 Theodor Heuss prize   


The Daily Star - Egypt's suicidal river of denial


Yemen News Agency - HEADLINE: Deputy fisheries minister meets UN official


The Hindu - Headline: Itc To Become Carbon-Positive Company
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