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Creating a life cycle for mobiles 

Electronics industry giants have pledged to help ensure that the hundreds of millions of new mobile phones

      that enter the market each year are disposed of in an environmentally-sound way when their life ends. 

      Major manufacturers, who signed the voluntary pact with the United Nations Environment Programme

      (UNEP), also called on network providers to share the burden of recovering 'end-of-life' handsets from their

      customers. Modern mobile phones contain plastics and metals and older varieties can have hazardous

      nickel-cadmium batteries. 

      Market leader Nokia from Finland, US-based number two Motorola, Dutch maker Philips and South Korea's

      Samsung were among ten makers to endorse the recent agreement. 

      'This is a ground-breaking development,' UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said. 

      'I believe we will go more and more into a 'life cycle' economy. We will have more and more producer

      responsibility for their products from the very beginning to the end,' he added. 

      Under the accord, which sets no firm targets or timetable, industry will participate in UNEP working groups

      to draw up programmes for collecting end-of-life phones. 

      But major manufacturers said ultimately consumers would have to learn to return their old mobile phones

      under schemes already launched in parts of the world.
____________________________________________________________________________________
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GAEP holds environmental protection workshop 

 According to "Yemen Times", the General Authority for Environment Preservation (GAEP) is organizing a

      two-day workshop in coordination with the UN Environment Program. The workshop is to discuss

      Polychlorinated Phoenix (PCBs), Dioxins, Furans and other elements, which are considered as of the organic

      materials included in Stockholm International Organization for Fixed Organic elements POPs that Yemen

      signed on the 5th December 2001. These materials (12 compounds) contain chlorine and are known to resist

      decaying in different mediums whether air, water or soil for many years. Also they have a bioaccumulation

      nature and can cause cancer, extreme allergy or defect the immunity system. It is worth noting that a

      similar workshop has been concluded recently in Al-Mukalla organized by the same parties and in which more  than 25 people participated in. (Source: Info-Prod (Middle East) Ltd.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

OCTANE WEEK 

 January 6, 2003 

WHAT WILL 2003 BRING? 

What awaits the downstream oil industry in the next 12 months? What's  ahead for automobile manufacturers? Profit   or peril? The top industry leaders share their thoughts in the 2003 debut issues  of Octane Week. From Washington,   D.C., to Sacramento, directors of the most influential trade associations weigh  in with their aspirations and concerns for   the coming year. 

             Will they be right? We've also asked them to agree to a mid-term review,   in other words, to assess in July, the year's   half-way point, the predictions they are making as 2003 gets underway. Read on   to learn what the officials see as the  most important issues facing refiners and automakers. And don't hesitate to  share your thoughts. We welcome input  from our subscribers. 

      Catherine Dunwoody, Executive Director, California Fuel Cell Partnership 

             The California Fuel Cell Partnership (CaFCP) made great strides in 2002,  delivering on its commitment to take on 

      the challenges of real-world fuel cell vehicle (FCV) testing and demonstration  of fuel alternatives. As CaFCP's 2002  Chairman Don Huberts said, "We have lived up to our commitment to test fuel cell  vehicles and fuel alternatives in real-  world conditions. While the road to wide-scale commercialization still runs  uphill, we are blazing a trail marked with optimism and momentum, and it's a trail that stretches across the globe." 

             The year 2003 promises continued progress. CaFCP expects to see the  number of FCVs on California's roads triple  by 2004 while placing additional hydrogen fueling stations to accommodate them.  These activities help prepare for the   next phase: Real-world, real-person fleet vehicle and fueling demonstrations.   This is already taking place among some  of our automotive partners. 

             To further this development, we'll promote fueling station   interoperability, meaning, common fit and use among  vehicles. We'll also develop and implement a First Responder training program  targeting vehicle and fueling  demonstration communities.In 2003, we will expand outreach and education efforts  to increase public awareness of this   new technology. We will also coordinate with other fuel cell vehicle projects  worldwide, especially to promote  consistent data collection and evaluation for bus demonstration programs. 

      Industry and government must also continue   to work closely with the environmental community to promote our common goals.  Looking beyond 2003, CaFCP also expects to continue in its capacity as  the world-leading fuel cell vehicle  demonstration program, harnessing the energy and passion among its members to   shape the future - one that delivers  sustainable mobility for the next generation. 

      Ed Murphy, Downstream General Manager, American Petroleum Institute 

             Far and away, the major issue facing the downstream sector is the phase- down of MTBE. It is the major problem.   State bans will take effect this year and in 2004. It creates a very difficult  situation in the market if refiners begin facing   a per-gallon ethanol requirement. It is logistically difficult, particularly if   ethanol is required. On a scale of one to 10,   it's a 10. We're very concerned about it. The market is not going to be able to 

      manage if the law is not changed. 

      Considering Connecticut's MTBE ban takes effect in October, legislation  releasing refiners from the 2% RFG oxygen   mandate would have to pass quickly. Otherwise, refiners supplying that state  face the same problem as California   refiners-finding an alternative oxygenate. It makes sense to address MTBE in the  context of a broad energy bill, and we  do need a comprehensive energy plan. The MTBE phase-down is our biggest   challenge. We have been speaking about  it, and I think we are going to be successful.   The biggest challenge for the industry will be completing gasoline  desulfurization projects. That is a big effort. There is no reason to think companies are not able to make the investments, but  it is a major step. 

             The biggest uncertainty the industry faces is in the area of diesel. In   terms of public policy, it's a greater concern   among our members than gasoline. We have an on-road rule with rigid and   demanding requirements. Some changes to  the rule would minimize the risk of shortages around the implementation time of  2006. We've had a series of meetings   with EPA and separate meetings with suppliers. 

             Adding to the uncertainty is the off-road component. EPA had thought a   rule would be out by the end of last year.  Now the timeline is for a rule in April or May, which would go final a year from  that time. From a refiners' perspective,   it's necessary to know the off-road before beginning the on-road investments. 

      EPA is thinking about off-road at 15-ppm  sulfur in the same time frame - 2007-2008. That would be particularly severe,   and the emissions benefits are not so  certain. 

             From API's perspective, on-road engines will require 15 ppm. We don't  question that. Many state implementation    plan (SIP) requirements that go into effect in 2006 - 2007 depend on those  emissions reductions. But we're trying to find   a way to do that and the off-road without shortages of fuel. 

             We have suggested an interim step to 500 ppm and then to 15 ppm in 2010 - 2015. We have gotten some support   for this. Taking off-road diesel from 3,000 ppm to 500 ppm provides some  significant benefits. At first, only 5% of  trucks will have the technology that requires the very low-sulfur level fuel. 

      But considering trucks' interstate  movements, the problem is providing that fuel all across the country without  causing shortages. There are problems not  only with the fuel's manufacture, but also with its delivery. 

      John Walke, Senior Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council 

             New Source Review (NSR) would have to be at the top of the list. The final rules will be litigated. That will have a  lot of bearing on refiners. The filing took place last week by state attorneys general, New York's Eliot Spitzer  announced. Environmentalists, led by the NRDC, will also be filing suit. That  will take a year or so to play out. On a  related note, EPA's routine maintenance, repair and replacement rulemaking  proposal was just published in the Federal  Register. EPA established an initial comment period ending March 3, but we think 

      that may be extended. That will  generate significant negative comment from environmentalists and possibly from  state air administrators.   On the legislative side, we may see efforts to have the NSR rules  overturned or delayed or even evaluated by a third  party. The specter of legislative movement is uncertain as a result of the mid- term elections. Now, we have Sen. [James]  Inhofe (R-Okla.) rather than Sen. [Jim] Jeffords (I-Vt.) as chair of the Environment and Public Works Committee.  That's the scope of the landscape on NSR.   Sen. Inhofe has said he will put the transportation bill front and  center, and we take him at his word. We anticipate hostile riders being attached to that bill that would affect air, while not  being a direct attack on the Clean Air Act. We  are steeling ourselves for that. He has also identified the chemical safety act  as something he's interested in. As for the Clean Air Act, there has been some talk of reauthorization this year, but the  prospects of that are uncertain because  everyone knows it will be such a huge fight. But if there is going to be  reauthorization, it would have to be this year,   because it's less likely to happen next year, an election year. We expect a lot  of hearings, but the prospects for  legislation to follow are less certain. The hearings likely will be a forum for  industry complaints about programs they   don't like. 

             One of the big rulemakings coming out of EPA will be the rule governing  implementation of the 8-hour ozone and   fine particle standards. Both are coming out as one rule proposal this spring. That will be in part a response to the  Supreme Court remand to reconcile subparts 1 and 2 of title I of the Clean Air Act. After the proposal this spring, there  will be a final comment period and a final rule about one year from this spring. 

      The states will also be trying to  designate non-attainment areas according to the new standards. A consent decree  reached by NRDC and other  environmental groups with EPA requires the agency to make non-attainment  designations for the 8-hour ozone standard  by April 2004. That will affect industry, especially areas that will be thrown  into non-attainment for the first time.   The other big rulemaking for the year will be the non-road diesel rule.  Industry is looking for a phased-in approach,  reaching 500 ppm in 2007 and 15 ppm by 2010. What we have been pushing for is a   reconciliation of the on-road and  off-road rules. That would bring the off-road fuel to 15 ppm as soon as is  practicable, while industry is pushing for a three-year delay. That in turn pushes back the engine standards, probably to  2010-2012. Under our timeframe, the  standards would be met in 2008-2009. 

      John Cabaniss, Director, Environment and Energy, Association of International  Automobile Manufacturers 

             It appears 2003 is going to be a busy year.  There are a variety of issues facing us on vehicles and fuels, as usual.   On vehicles, we are implementing EPA Tier 2 standards nationally with model year  2004 vehicles, which will be in  showrooms later this year. The companies are well along in this process and will   start certifying vehicles to Tier 2 bins  soon. In California, we have the corresponding LEV II standards, which are also      technology-forcing with regard to  NOX reductions. 

             Along with those programs, we are taking a careful look at fuel quality.  We believe the three hot fuels issues are  fuel quality, fuel quality and fuel quality. That has many components,   especially additives from heavy metals to  oxygenates. With regard to RFG, there is the issue of MTBE. Bans in a few states  and California make this a  challenging issue. 

             On fuel economy, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has  proposed new light-duty truck  standards, and this rulemaking will be a top priority. When you think about  improving fuel economy, you automatically  think about diesels, because they have an inherent fuel economy advantage. But  diesel technology has to keep pace with  emissions standards, and that gets back to fuel quality, since the diesel  emissions control systems are very sensitive to fuel parameters, especially sulfur.  To improve fuel economy, we expect to see more use of hybrids. We should  see more hybrid platforms, especially for smaller vehicles.   

           In California, we have the continuing question of the ZEV mandate. While  only a few companies, including our  member Isuzu, have sued over the standards, everyone is affected by the rule and  is interested in the outcome. CARB  has already started the regulatory process to revise the ZEV regulation. 

            Another new issue came onto our plate at the end of last year, CAP 2000.   That is the EPA certification process for   new vehicles. The CAP 2000 regulations were remanded by the DC appellate court   to EPA in October. We will be  working with EPA to address the issues raised by the court order. The most 

      important revisions to the CAP 2000  program is related to the durability testing protocols. 

             Finally, we are working with EPA, the UN Environment Programme and other  organizations to support worldwide  efforts to improve fuel quality and vehicle technologies. This effort is a  partnership among associations and agencies  around the world to promote cleaner fuels and vehicles. 

      Bob Slaughter, President, National Petrochemical & Refiners Association  NPRA's 2003 advocacy activities will underscore the need to maintain  secure supplies of domestically produced  petroleum and petrochemical products in these uncertain times. The association  will also work to inform policymakers  and the public about the continued commitment of our member industries to  environmental improvements in their 

      products and at their facilities.    In addition, NPRA looks forward to continued cooperation with the 

      Department of Homeland Security, DOE and  other agencies in the area of facility security in 2003. Both the refining and  petrochemical industries are redoubling their  efforts to maintain and increase the security of their facilities; this has been  a key focus of our members' activities before and since the terrorist attacks of 2001. We will continue to inform   policymakers why facility security can best be  achieved and maintained through a cooperative relationship between industry and   government. 

             And we will also explain that fuel mandates and bans adversely impact the  nation's fuel supplies and energy security and thus should not be enacted.   NPRA will also sponsor at least twelve conferences in 2003, each focusing  on various areas of concern to our  members. These conferences attract several thousand attendees from the refining  and petrochemical industries each  year. 

      Bob Dinneen, President, Renewable Fuels Association 

             Despite the shift in control of the U.S. Senate, the fundamental  political landscape has not changed. There continues   to be broad bi-partisan and bi-cameral support for ethanol. The historic  farm/oil/environmental coalition supporting the   fuels agreement that passed the Senate in 2002 remains intact and focused on 

      success in the 108th Congress. 

             Because of the potential for continued gridlock over energy, the coalition supporting the fuels agreement will   consider other legislative vehicles with which to move the RFS. While energy legislation remains our first choice, we  are preparing to add the fuels agreement to any must-pass legislation early in  the 108th Congress. 

             The framework for the fuels agreement is sacrosanct, such as phasing out   the use of MTBE, maintaining air quality  and creating a 5-billion gallon RFS. But there could be modest changes at the   margins. We have indicated the reality of   our rapidly growing industry demands a more robust RFS in the early years of the       program, even if 5 billion gallons  remains the end point. 

             The RFA is also working to enhance the Small Ethanol Producer Tax Credit. The credit needs to reflect the changes  and growth in our industry. For example, the credit needs be modified to allow  farmer-owned cooperatives to use the  credit. Generally, farmer cooperatives cannot qualify for the credit under  current law. The provision was included in the  tax title of the energy bill passed by the Senate last year and is non-       controversial.     Finally, the RFA is committed to working with all interested parties  during reauthorization of the highway bill to  address the concerns related to the impact of ethanol use on highway funding. We  believe a solution can be reached that   protects the highway trust fund while also encouraging the development of    renewable domestic transportation fuels.  These objectives are not mutually exclusive. The country needs a sound 

      infrastructure and a sound energy policy.  However, other developments like hybrid cars, increased gas mileage standards   and fuel cells pose challenges to the  highway trust fund as well. It's time to rethink the way we're going to fund  highways over the next two decades. 

      Greg Dana, Vice President, Environmental Affairs, Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers 

             The most important issue for our industry is CAFE, which is a federal  issue and the California CO2 bill, which has   the potential to spread to other states.  It's important to understand that regulating CO2 is the same thing as regulating   fuel economy. CARB [California Air Resources Board] isn't due to begin a 

      rulemaking on CO2 emissions until late 2004, so it we won't be able to judge what it plans to implement until then.   But, it's hard to see it implementing   anything else but fuel economy standards, which is preempted by the federal  government. 

             In Washington, we'll likely have another energy bill, and that means  another CAFE debate in Congress. 

             Clean fuels are also very important. We think what EPA has done is a good   first step. Sulfur needs to be lower in   gasoline and diesel, and we believe that EPA needs to make diesel cetane limits   higher. This is consistent with the   specifications called for in the fourth edition of the World Wide Fuel Charter   (WWFC), agreed to by all of the world's   automakers. The WWFC calls for "zero" sulfur fuel, which is defined as being       between 5-10 ppm. In our view, it is not  an issue of technology to get sulfur out, just one of cost.     The ZEV mandate in California is clearly an issue.  The fundamental issue   is that it will do nothing to improve the  air quality in California, even if we were able to market 3-4% of new vehicle  sales as ZEVs.  We  ave had great success  in using technology to clean up gasoline-fueled vehicles, so that today we can  market conventional vehicles with   emissions very close to zero, without the very high cost of a battery-electric  car.  It is more important to sell a lot of   vehicles that are close to zero that will drive many miles than it is to try and       sell "zero-emission" vehicles that will have  limited use.  Consider what CARB said in 1990 when it enacted the ZEV mandate--  it calculated the mandate would    provide a reduction in smog-forming emissions of 14 tons per day.  When CARB did  a re-analysis in 2001, the mandate   was projected to reduce smog-forming pollutants by less than 2 tons per day.   Contrast that with another program - to  control portable gasoline cans - that gets 26 tons per day of emissions   reductions.  The ZEV mandate is being litigated,  but that hasn't stopped CARB from going ahead with a revised rulemaking. It  already held one workshop and has scheduled another.  The court will eventually rule, but in the meantime, there  is plenty of activity.    Auto companies are watching the development of diesel technology with an  eye toward meeting Tier 2 standards. It  will be likely be difficult to meet the post-2007 emissions goals, when the  interim standards cease. It is hoped that with   the clean diesel fuel that comes in 2006 and advances in technology, these  standards can be met. 

             Finally, we are focusing on "substances of concern."  There is a push by  the environmental community to get   anything that's "hazardous" out of products.  For us, that's mainly the mercury  in electric switches, which have now    been phased out of use. The European Union Directive on end-of-life vehicles is 

      something that some in this country  would like to bring here.  That would require manufacturers to take back 

      vehicles at the end of their useful life,  dismantle them and recover the hazardous materials.    Here in the U.S., auto dismantlers and recyclers have an economically   sound business that results in sales of $8.2  billion. These experts in auto disassembly can easily deal with mercury  convenience light switches as they deal with       other items under the hood, such as HFCs and CFCs, used oil, anti-freeze, etc.  They are already accustomed to dealing   with these "hazardous" substances. The environmental community says  manufacturers should be responsible for taking   back cars and managing the hazardous substances, but we think that should be the 

      responsibility of the experts in that   field. _________________________________________________________________________________________


IHT
Book on environment is flawed, Danish ethics panel concludes 

Andrew C. Revkin The New York Times 
Wednesday, January 8, 2003 



NEW YORK A scientific ethics panel chartered by the Danish government has concluded that Bjorn Lomborg, an author whose upbeat analysis of environmental trends has been embraced by conservatives, displayed "systematic one-sidedness" in his popular book, "The Skeptical Environmentalist."

Lomborg, a statistician with a doctorate in political science, has portrayed the book as an unbiased scientific refutation of dire pronouncements by environmental groups. But it has been attacked as deeply flawed by many environmental scientists since its publication in English in 2001 by Cambridge University Press. The publisher mainly sells works of scholarly research. Many scientists have said that environmental conditions, in most cases, are not nearly as good as Lomborg portrays them, but also not nearly as bad as some environmental groups have alleged.

The Danish Committees on Scientific Dishonesty, after a six-month review following several complaints filed by Danish scientists, issued a 17-page report Monday concluding that the book displayed "systematic one-sidedness." The committees are arms of the Danish Research Agency.

They said they found no evidence that Lomborg deliberately tried to mislead readers, which would have been a graver issue, and settled on a relatively mild rebuke, concluding, "The publication is deemed clearly contrary to the standards of good scientific practice."

In a telephone interview, Lomborg, 38, defended the book and challenged the committees to come up with specific examples of errors or bias.

"You can't say I'm scientifically dishonest or in breach of good scientific conduct unless you point the finger and say this is the smoking gun," he said. "It's like saying you committed murder but we won't tell you who you killed. It's impossible for me to defend myself."

He said that the committees' conclusion could get him fired from his new position as director of the Danish Institute for Environmental Assessment, in which he reviews the effectiveness of government spending on environmental programs. But government officials told Danish news organizations Tuesday that the criticism of the book did not jeopardize Lomborg's government job.

Cambridge University Press also has been criticized by scientists for publishing the book. On Tuesday, officials at the publishing house declined to comment on the findings, saying they had not had a chance to read them.

The Danish scientific panels, composed of a variety of scientists and headed by a judge from the Danish High Court, found that Lomborg, who also teaches statistics at the University of Aarhus, "clearly acted at variance with good scientific practice."

The report did not cite specific examples, but rather asserted that the book - although presented in the style of a scientific treatise, with copious footnotes and diagrams - was actually "a provocative debate-generating paper."

It extensively cited a long critique of Lomborg's book that was published in Scientific American last year.

Lomborg and his supporters said that critique was itself biased and written by scientists who have long portrayed the environment as dangerously degraded.

The Danish report said that some members of the science panel at first thought it inappropriate altogether to assess the scientific integrity of a book that they said clearly was not a work of science. But the committees concluded that because the book was so clearly marketed as science-based, they needed to treat it as such.

The book - a dense review of data on forests, climate change, food supplies, population growth, and other issues - has not been a runaway best-seller but has been widely cited by conservative groups, commentators and elected officials who oppose strict environmental regulations.

On Tuesday, Myron Ebell, an environmental policy expert at the Competitive Enterprise Institute - which opposes many environmental regulations - said that Lomborg's views had been "tremendously helpful in terms of pushing the idea that science is not about coming up with the politically correct answer."

At the same time, the book posed a sharp challenge to environmental groups and many scientists who have long spoken of looming ecological and climatic catastrophes that have yet to materialize.

After the book was published, Lomborg was named a "Global Leader of Tomorrow" by the World Economic Forum and attacked by environmental campaigners, one of whom threw a pie in his face during an appearance at the Borders bookstore in Oxford, England. Phil Clapp, the president of the National Environmental Trust, a private environmental lobbying group, said the Danish report was new evidence that Lomborg was well-spoken, but his arguments were unfounded.

"Cambridge University Press should be embarrassed to have published this book and has badly tarnished its reputation as a scientific publisher," Clapp said. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Winter Storms Slash Across Pacific Islands 

                      PORT VILA, Vanuatu, January 7, 2003 (ENS) - Way out in the far southwest   Pacific Ocean, unusual weather conditions are devastating far flung island  nations. The latest victim is Vanuatu which was hit from December 21 through  24 by heavy rain with hail. 

                      Large landslides and flash-flooding along many of the creeks and rivers  resulted from the rain, according to reports from the Vanuatu National Disaster Management Office issued through the office of the UN Office for the  Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Regional Disaster Response Adviser for  the Pacific. 

                      Vanuatu is a group of 83 islands in the southwest Pacific, 2,500km (1,553 miles)  northeast of Sydney, Australia, and 800km (500 miles) west of Nadi, Fiji, governed as an independent republic by its indigenous people, the Ni Vanuatu.

                      The Vanuatu islands range from towering volcanic cones to those covered in  rainforest to raised coral islands with wide beaches and deep natural harbors. 

                      The damaged areas are on southern Tanna Island, a volcanic island, from  Ipeukel on the southeast coast to Green Point in the south. Tanna is one of  three main islands in Tafea, the southernmost province of Vanuatu. 

Children of Tanna Island, Vanuatu (Photos courtesy Galen Frysinger)

Over 3,000 people were affected, but there were no fatalities, according to the Vanuatu National Disaster Management Office  (NDMO). The water supply system is  reported to be badly damaged by floods                                              and landslides, and people now have to drink surface water sources that may be  contaminated. 

The worst damage appears to have been done to agriculture. The rain, hail and flooding destroyed almost all village gardens in the southeast. These gardens  are the main source of subsistence food  and of cash through market sales. 

                                              Imaki and Isiai villages, the areas west of  Whitesand and around Port Resolution were damaged by the rains. Port  Resolution is still cut off. Even foot travel to the stricken areas is still difficult

as most roads were blocked and some bridges washed away. 

Telephone lines were also cut and many villages from Ipeukel to Imaki are out  of contact, as their telecommunications network is completely destroyed. 

Local communities are responding within their means, and unaffected villages in West Tanna are sharing what surplus food and other resources they have with the storm victims in the south and southeast. 

The only international assistance requested and received to date was for a  helicopter, provided by the Government of France from New Caledonia, to conduct aerial reconnaissance of the affected areas. 

The Vanuatu government is currently preparing a long term response plan and  analyzing an assessment report from the team deployed by the Tafea Provincial  Government and the NDMO on December 28. The team returned to Port Vila on  January 2 to submit its report and recommendations. 

                      Homes on Vanuatu are  constructed of lightweight  forest materials and are easily  swept away by storms. 

                      The Public Works  Department is conducting  a detailed assessment of  the damage done to                      infrastructure, to form  part of the provincial  report. 

                      The Rural Water Supply Unit and the Health Department are preparing an awareness program on health risks, for  implementation during the emergency and recovery phases, and Telecom Vanuatu will take steps to start restoring lines shortly. 

                      But Vanuatu is only this season's latest victim island chain. The southeast  Solomon Islands were hit by Cyclone Zoe last week with winds of more than  300kph (186mph) and huge seas, causing widespread damage. There have so  far been no reports of deaths, but there has been widespread criticism of the  slow response to the storm victims on the damaged islands; it took six days for  the first relief to arrive. 

                      Papua New Guinea will send relief supplies to cyclone devastated islands in the  Solomons, Foreign Affairs Minister Sir Rabbie Namaliu said in Port Moresby on Sunday. 

                      Ponape Yuwa, PNG's high commissioner in Honiara, is gathering information as  to how the country can best help those most affected, Sir Rabbie said. 

                      The Solomons generally enjoy a stable weather pattern. Sir Rabbie said the government and people of Papua New Guinea were astonished to hear and see  from media reports that this was one of the worst cyclones ever in the region. 

                      "We in PNG have experienced many natural disasters ourselves and we feel very much for the people of Solomon Islands at this time," he said. 

                      The U.S. territory of Guam, raked by a typhoon in December, is just now  getting back on its feet, as John Wittmayer writes in the "Marianas Variety"  newspaper dated January 8, 2003. 

                      "It has been four weeks since Supertyphoon Pongsona (Bong-san-wa) slammed into Guam on December 8, and we are still suffering the after effects. I write using the battery power of my notebook computer since I still have no   electricity in my house. At least I was able to shower this morning; what a  luxury this has become. It was a full two weeks before a drop of island water  moved through my house," writes Wittmayer. "Now it is back to normal for Mangilao, water some days, some days not." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Amazon forest fires 'belated killers'

               Years after the fire, the damage becomes clear

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Fires in the Amazon forest are killing more trees than   anyone had realised, according to UK scientists.    They say the fires have a delayed effect, with trees  often dying two or three years after they were damaged.

               This, they say, could double present estimates of the amount of vegetation lost and carbon dioxide released.

               This could become more important in the future if  climatic patterns change significantly. 

               The scientists, from the School of  Environmental Sciences at the University of East Anglia, UK,  report their findings in Ecology  Letters. 

               They inspected all standing  woody stems of 10  centimetres diameter or more in seven plots  measuring 10 by 250 metres spread across 32 square  kilometres of forest in the central Brazilian Amazon. 

               These plots had been burnt in a low-intensity surface  fire during the 1997-8 drought linked with El Nino, the  seasonal climatic phenomenon in the Pacific Ocean which causes widespread weather disruption. 

               Discounting the drought 

               The team examined the plots one year and three years  after the fire, and compared their estimates of live               biomass there with the amounts found in six plots of   the same size in unburned forest. 

               They say these unburned plots  were "statistically indistinguishable" and "similar  floristically" to the damaged ones. 

               This persuaded them that  the explanation for the  deaths of trees in the  burned plots was fire rather               than drought. 

               The report says: "Patterns  of stem mortality detected after one year were very similar to those reported               up to two years after  low-intensity surface fires  in previous studies, with smaller stems suffering the   highest mortality and larger, thicker-barked trees tending to survive. 

               "However, there was significant additional tree mortality  between one and three years... with large trees showing  the greatest decrease in abundance relative to their one-year post-burn levels. 

               "Whilst temporal increases in tree mortality up to two  years have been previously reported, the increase in  mortality of larger stems that we detected three years  post-burn has not. 

               Steep upwards revision 

               "After three years post-burn the live stem density was  just 52% of that found in the unburned forest, and live  biomass had declined... to just 49% of that found in the  unburned forest. 

               During a severe El Nino, the  authors say, it has been  established that low-intensity  Amazon fires could contribute as  much as 5% of annual carbon emissions from all sources of  human origin. 

               But they believe their  research has doubled that  estimate, with profound  implications for the rest of   the Amazon and beyond. 

               They write: "If our findings  are characteristic of other  burned areas in the  Brazilian Amazon, carbon               emissions... during severe El Nino events could be  equivalent to 10-12.5% of annual global carbon  emissions from fossil fuels..." 

               New predictions 

               But they acknowledge that uncertainties remain high, and say their results underline the need for more               long-term monitoring, especially if severe El Ninos become more frequent. 

               The team leader, Dr Jos Barlow, told BBC News Online:  "I think our results would certainly apply to forests in  Africa and Indonesia too. 

               "There's a lot of carbon locked up there. We'll be  passing on our findings to the Intergovernmental Panel  on Climate Change (IPCC). 

               "They will want to prove what we've found for  themselves, and then factor in to their predictions all  this extra carbon that the forests may be releasing." 

               The team's work was funded by the Natural Environment Research Council (Nerc) and Conservation International.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Indian rebels threaten poachers with death

  GUWAHATI, India - A powerful guerrilla group in India's rebel-infested northeast threatened this week to kill poachers and timber   smugglers who it said posed a serious threat to the environment. 

  The outlawed United Peoples Democratic Solidarity in the state of Assam said it had issued shoot-at-sight orders against those found  destroying forest land or killing rhinos and other animals. 

  "We will impose capital punishment on those people who violate our ban...to preserve the decreasing flora and fauna," H.E. Kathar, the  group's general secretary, told Reuters. 

  The execution threat applies only to poachers and timber smugglers, he said. Villagers felling trees or killing rhinos or elephants, whose  meat is considered a delicacy, would face public flogging and fined 5,000 rupees ($104) to 10,000 rupees. 

  He said the group had already started patrolling the fringes of the world famous Kaziranga National Park, home to about 1,600 one-horn  rhinos and other endangered species, to catch poachers. 

  Forestry officials say poachers have killed about 70 rhinos in the last seven years for their horns, which are powdered and sold as an  aphrodisiac. 

  At the same time, the group has not abandoned its main goal of winning greater autonomy for the Karbi tribe, Kathar said. 

  India's mountainous northeast is racked by separatist and tribal revolts by groups which accuse New Delhi of plundering mineral  resources and neglecting the local economy. ($1=48.00 rupees).
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –07 January  2003 

www.tierramerica.net
Johannesburg Summit: Journalism's Bad Example

By Mario Osava*
Journalists are not covering the crisis of the world's model of civilization and seem to be more concerned with spectacle, warns Washington Novaes. "The world is in a big mess," the renowned Brazilian reporter said in a conversation with Tierramérica.
RIO DE JANEIRO - Humanity is in a big mess of unsustainability in the economic, environmental, social and political spheres, but journalism, preoccupied by spectacle and by winning larger audiences, is not covering this "crisis of the civilization model," renowned Brazilian journalist Washington Novaes said in an exclusive Tierramérica interview. 

Honored with awards inside and outside his country, for more than three decades Novaes has been reporting on environment and development issues. His latest book, "A Década do Impasse – Da Rio-92 à Rio+10" (The Decade of Impasse: From Rio 92 to Rio+10), is a collection of articles about the 1992 World Summit on the Environment in Rio de Janeiro and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, exposing the panorama of challenges and unkept promises. 

Novaes has written a dozen books and is a successful television documentarist. His TV series "Xingú" won international awards and in 1990 he received the King of Spain Prize for journalism for his series of articles "Amazonia and the Future of Humanity". 

Originally from Sao Paulo, he now lives in Goiania, capital of the central state of Goias, far from the pollution and congestion of Brazil's industrial center, though he must make the trip to the mega-city nearly every week for work. 

He is currently the programming director of the public channel TV Cultura of Sao Paulo and is a regular columnist for O Estado de Sao Paulo newspaper. 

Q: Is today's news coverage of environmental issues satisfactory, according to your standards? 
A: No, because the predominant model in journalism looks for the spectacle, news that easily generates emotions and an audience. That is why reporters focus on crises, tragedies like oil spills and the forest burning in the Amazon, which take place during one part of the year. After that, the issue disappears. The policies that led to the situation or which could promote solutions are not discussed. I say this based on the Brazilian press, which is what I am familiar with. 

Q: Is the problem that the environment isn't being taken seriously? 
A: The environment is not at the center of the debate and decision-making like it should be, in neither communications nor politics. If the environmental question were taken seriously, it would threaten everyone: the government would have to alter its policies, the companies would have to incorporate environmental costs, the reporters would be obligated to modify their view of the world and the way they do journalism, and the general population would be called upon to change its habits. 

Q: Should the media step up its denunciations of environmental problems? 
A: Not only that, it should make a global assessment of the situation. The Johannesburg Summit, for example, made it clear that it is not just a matter of preserving nature, but also of respecting limits that were or are being surpassed, manifest in climate change, desertification, and water shortages. Not only do we lack institutions and regulations, it is difficult to advance in the negotiations through the United Nations system, seeking consensus among 191 countries with conflicting interests. 

Q: Was the Johannesburg Summit an example of a deficient communications media? 
A: Yes. A great deal was said about the failure of the Summit, without questioning the consequences, the reasons, and the world situation. In Johannesburg there was a large gap between the discourses, recognizing the world's environmental and social disasters, and the concrete measures to be taken. 

Q: What is the world's leading environmental problem? 
A: The models of consumption and non-sustainable production, which affect everything, including income distribution. The world is in a big mess, with economic, environmental, social and political unsustainability, with the recession in the wealthy countries and the financial markets dominating everything, with the unfair division of consumption and income. There are dramatic problems in governance, a political slowness that contradicts the urgency of reality, and it is threatening democracy. We are faced with a crisis of the model of civilization. 

Q: In this context, what role do the communications media serve? 
A: They open the doors for society's awareness and participation, given that there will not be imposed, but rather agreed solutions. But for now the media are not responding to the needs of generating knowledge that would allow society to participate in these decisions. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           We will be joined today by General Lamine Cissé, the Representative of the Secretary-General for the Central  African Republic and head of the United Nations peace building office in that country, who is scheduled to brief the  Security Council tomorrow.  And for those of you who are interested, we have in our office copies of that latest report of  the Secretary-General on the situation in the Central African Republic and the activities of the United Nations mission  in that country.

           **Iraq Inspections

           From Baghdad, we can report that the first airborne inspection took place today.  A team from the United

     Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) left the Al Rasheed Air Base in Baghdad on   three Bell-212 helicopters at 7 a.m. today and flew roughly two hours, 300 kilometres north-west, to inspect the Al  Qaim State Company for Phosphate. 

           This company is primarily a fertilizer plant.  Two Iraqi helicopters accompanied those of the United Nations.    The team spent about six hours at the site and then returned to the Al Rasheed Air Base at about 5:15 p.m.  It was a  successful use of helicopters in support of an inspection activity.  

           Meanwhile, land based inspections continued both by UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency   (IAEA).  Sites visited include a missile plant, a genetics cancer research centre and a cement factory.  As of today   there are roughly 200 international staff in Baghdad and Mosul.  The total number of inspectors is 105 (97 from    UNMOVIC and 8 from the IAEA).  The rest are support staff, including aircrew.

           **Security Council Note

           The Security Council is holding consultations on the Secretary-General's most recent report on the UN

     mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea.  The Council was briefed by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping

     Operations, Hedi Annabi and a press statement is expected to be read by Council President, Jean-Marc de La

     Sabliere of France.  Members are also expected to finalize the chairs and co-chairs of the Council's various

     committees.  Tomorrow, the Council will be briefed by General Cissé on the Central African Republic, and he is with us

     today to give you a preview.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The latest humanitarian update on Côte d’Ivoire reports an extremely tense situation and continued ceasefire  violations.  It also reports that the crisis is taking an increasingly heavy toll on the country’s economy.  Due to fighting  in the western part of the country and recent violations of the ceasefire in the north, more than 400,000 persons have  fled the central and northern regions towards the south.

           The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), meanwhile, renewed its appeal to

     neighbouring countries to grant temporary asylum to some groups of Liberian refugees presently in Côte d'Ivoire.   UNHCR is urgently seeking authorization to evacuate at least 5,000 terrified Liberian refugees from a camp close to   the front lines, to a safer coastal area further to the south.  UNHCR reports that Liberians, Ivorians and small numbers  of other nationalities continue crossing the borders into Liberia and Guinea.

           **DRC

           UNHCR reports that a resurgence of fighting in the Democratic Republic of the Congo's (DRC) South Kivu  region has sent a new wave of more than 8,500 Congolese refugees into neighbouring Burundi over the past 12 days.

           **North Korea Food

           The World Food Programme says 80,000 tons of food aid are needed in the Democratic People’s Republic of  Korea to meet the needs of the most vulnerable section of the population over the next three months; current stocks  and anticipated donations amounted only to 35,000 tons.  Without some fast new contributions, the organization would  not be able to resume food distributions to some 3 million people retained on its aid lists from the autumn, says the  WFP.

           **Cambodia

           Preliminary talks opened yesterday between the United Nations and the Government of Cambodia. The talks  are to prepare for the resumption of negotiations to conclude an agreement on the establishment of Extraordinary  Chambers within the existing court structure of Cambodia for the prosecution of crimes committed during the period of  Democratic Kampuchea.  The two delegations exchanged views on how to go about preparing an agreement.  The  delegations have agreed to meet again at 5 p.m. today.  (It was later announced that the talks had been postponed to  tomorrow at 11:30 a.m. at the request of the Cambodian delegation.)

           **Cyprus

           Today in Nicosia, the members of the two ad hoc technical committees in Cyprus met today under the

     chairmanship of the United Nations to discuss procedural aspects and chart a course for the technical work ahead.  It  was agreed that the committee on treaties will meet tomorrow, the committee on “common state” laws will meet on  Thursday, and the committee on treaties will meet again on Friday.  In view of the workload of the committees, it is  envisaged that the schedule will further intensify starting from next week.

           **OIP Update

           The Secretary-General has approved the phase 13 distribution plan submitted by the Government of Iraq for  the delivery of food and other humanitarian supplies through the United Nations “oil-for-food” programme.  The approved  plan was forwarded to the President of the Security Council yesterday, 6 January.  It contains a humanitarian budget of  $4.93 billion.

           Also in this week’s update, Iraqi exports under the oil-for-food programme totaled 13.1 million barrels for the  week of 28 December to 3 January.  The total value of exports for the week was $369 million at current prices and  exchange rates.  The average price of Iraqi crude for the reporting period was $26.90 a barrel.  The full text of the  oil-for-food update is available upstairs.

           **Budget

           Today Norway became the 13th Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full with a

     payment of more than $8.7 million.

           **Press Releases

           We have one press release to highlight for you today:  the Board of the Global Alliance for Vaccines and

     Immunization has endorsed a plan by the World Health Organization and the United Nations Children's Fund to reduce  child deaths from measles.  The strategy saved the lives of more than 130,000 children in Africa last year and seven  African countries were able to reduce measles deaths to near zero since the year 2000.  The press release has more  details.

           **Noon guest tomorrow

           Our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s special envoy for

     HIV/AIDS in Africa who will talk about his recent visit to southern Africa. 

           So, that’s all I have for you today.  Any questions before we move on to our noon briefing guest?  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Do you have anything on Mr. de Soto’s schedule?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Mr. de Soto will be returning to Cyprus early next week and stopping on the way in

     Turkey and Greece for consultations.

           Question:  Will he have anything tomorrow while in New York?

           Deputy Spokesman:  We don’t have any details on that.  Yes, please?    

           Question:  President Hussein of Iraq openly accused the United Nations inspectors of spying on his country. 

     Is there any comment from the Secretary-General?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Well, these inspectors are in the country to carry out their work under the authorization   of the Security Council under resolution 1441.  They are there to do their jobs and they are doing their jobs in a very  professional way.

           Question:  There is a situation developing in the last few weeks in Venezuela.  Will we hear from the

     Secretary-General regarding that country?

           Deputy Spokesman:  At the moment I don’t have any guidelines on that yet.  But, I expect that something will come up, maybe tomorrow.

· *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________



T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN inspectors use helicopters to visit site outside Baghdad

*
Annan approves Iraqi plan to distribute $5 billion under oil-for-food programme

*
Security Council urges cooperation in process to demarcate Ethiopia-Eritrea border

*
Situation in Central African Republic ‘source of concern,’ Annan reports

*
DPR of Korea has just weeks to comply with resolution, IAEA says

*
UN chairs opening talks by ‘technical committees’ for Cyprus

*
Côte d’Ivoire: attempts to resettle refugees away from fighting rebuffed – UN agency

*
Clashes in west worsening humanitarian situation in Côte d’Ivoire, UN says

*
Renewed fighting in DR of Congo sends thousands fleeing to Burundi, UN reports

*
Global vaccine coalition backs UN immunization strategy for measles

* * * *

Iraq: inspections

7 January – United Nations experts travelled by helicopter today for the first time since the resumption of weapons inspections in Iraq, visiting a fertilizer plant well outside Baghdad to probe for evidence of illicit arms.

A 15-member chemical team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) left the Al Rasheed Air Base in Baghdad on three Bell-212 helicopters at 7 a.m. and flew roughly 300 kilometres northwest to inspect the Al Qaim State Company for Phosphate, according to a UN spokesman in Baghdad. Two Iraqi helicopters accompanied the flight.

“The team spent about six hours at the site and then returned to the Al Rasheed Air Base at about 5:15 p.m.,” said Hiro Ueki, spokesman for UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). “It was a successful use of helicopters in support of an inspection activity.”

Elsewhere on the ground, UNMOVIC missile inspectors were divided into three teams, with the first inspecting two places belonging to the Al Mamoun Plant of the Al Rasheed Company, where some critical equipment had been installed by the plan and tagged by the missile team. “On the way to these places, the team stopped by the Al Mutaseem Plant, which also belongs to the Al Rasheed Company, to check the static test stand where a missile test is planned soon,” Mr. Ueki noted.

The second missile team went to the Al Samoud Factory, where they checked two missile engines that will be static-tested by Iraq in the next days. The third team went to the area of Fallujah, where they continued tagging Al Fatah ground-to-ground solid propellant rockets.

An UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Saddam Centre for Cancer and Medical Genetics in Baghdad, which performs research on cancer, while a multidisciplinary team inspected the Ukhaider Ammunition and Missile Storage Area.

A multidisciplinary team based in Mosul inspected the College of Education and the Chemistry Department of the College of Sciences at the University of Mosul. The team visited the library, related laboratories and storage buildings.

The IAEA, meanwhile, conducted inspections at the Bakir Air Base and the Kubaisa Cement Factory to verify information associated with another site, Mr. Ueki said.

The UN currently has approximately 200 international staff in Baghdad and Mosul, including 97 inspectors from UNMOVIC and eight from the IAEA.

* * *

Iraq: oil-for-food

7 January – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has approved the distribution plan for the latest phase of the United Nations humanitarian programme for Iraq, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of the revenue generated by oil sales to purchase food and other relief supplies.

The plan submitted Monday by the Government of Iraq contains a humanitarian budget of $4.93 billion, and includes allocations of almost $1.27 billion for food, $359.2 million for fixing the water supply and sanitation systems and more than $272 million for electrical power supply.

Some $143 million is dedicated for the medical sector and a special allocation of almost $344 million is set aside for especially vulnerable groups. The plan covers the current period from 5 December to 3 June.

Meanwhile, Iraqi exports under the so-called oil-for-food programme totalled 13.1 million barrels for the week ending 3 January. The total value of shipments for the week was $369 million at current prices and exchange rates, which was at an average price of $26.90 a barrel.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

7 January – Members of the Security Council today urged Ethiopia and Eritrea to continue to extend their full cooperation to the United Nations mission in the region and the independent Boundary Commission in order to ensure the smooth demarcation of the border between the two countries.

Reading a statement to the press, the current Council President, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, said the members urged the two sides to engage in discussions with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Legwaila Joseph Legwaila, to address any issues that might arise during the demarcation process in order to reach agreement on their resolution.

Council members also expressed concern about the likely shortfall in the Trust Fund for the Delimitation and Demarcation of the Border once demarcation begins, and called on the international community to contribute urgently to the Fund in order to facilitate the conclusion of the demarcation process in accordance with the Boundary Commission’s schedule, Ambassador de La Sablière said.

The statement said members welcomed the release by Ethiopia of all remaining Eritrean prisoners of war last November under the auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), as Eritrea did for the Ethiopian prisoners. “They called on both parties to resolve all other outstanding issues, including the establishment of a direct high-altitude air corridor between the two capitals,” the Council President added.

According to Ambassador de La Sablière, Council members also expressed further concern about the looming drought in Ethiopia and Eritrea and the implications this could have for the peace process. They supported the appeal by the Secretary-General to Member States to provide prompt and generous support for humanitarian operations in the two countries through the consolidated appeals process and other mechanisms.

Earlier Tuesday, in a briefing to the Council, UN Assistant Secretary-General Hédi Annabi introduced the recent progress report of the Secretary-General on the situation in Ethiopia and Eritrea and updated the members on developments since its release last month.

* * *

Central African Republic

7 January – The current situation in the Central African Republic (CAR) continues to be a source of concern, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report, warning that the presence of an armed rebellion in the northern part of the country, together with the insecurity and depravations suffered by the local populations, are all destabilizing factors that raise tensions and hamper efforts to restore peace.

In his latest report to the Security Council on the UN Peace-building Support Office in the CAR (BONUCA), Mr. Annan highlights a number of threats to the stability of the country and the subregion, and notes the overall security and military situation in the north has “deteriorated” along with the country’s political relations with neighbouring Chad.

According to the report, the gradual easing of tensions that had recently emerged was compromised following an attack on the capital, Bangui, by members of the Bozize opposition group last October. The incident prompted subsequent claims by authorities in the CAR that Chadian nationals who supported that faction were involved in the uprising.

The Secretary-General also says that the uncertain prospects of an economic arrangement with the Bretton Woods institutions serve to undermine the already tenuous social situation – aggravated in recent weeks by labour stoppages – in the CAR even further. “It is in fact because the State has received no budgetary assistance for nearly two years and because it lacks the resources to meet its payroll that the country’s workers had gone on strike after having courageously and responsibly observing a social truce for 18 months,” he observes.

In order to prevent the current social tensions from “spinning out of control,” Mr. Annan urgently calls on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank to respond positively to the requests of the Central African authorities, and encourages the institutions to reconsider their suspension of activities in Bangui.

At UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General’s Representative for the CAR, Gen. Lamine Cissé, who also heads BONUCA, told a press briefing that a top priority for the Office at the beginning of 2003 was to prevent the resumption of generalized conflict.

“There is also a need to stabilize bilateral relations between the Central African Republic and its neighbours, in particular Chad,” he said. Violent incidents had recently occurred along the two countries’ border, creating new zones of tension for a nation already bogged down by internal problems. In response, BONUCA was working closely with regional institutions such as the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) and the African Union.

General Cissé is scheduled to brief the Security Council tomorrow on the Secretary-General’s report.

* * *

DPR of Korea

7 January – The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has just weeks to begin complying with a resolution adopted by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) before the matter is referred to the Security Council for action, a spokesperson for the watchdog body said today.

Melissa Fleming told UN Radio that while the resolution adopted yesterday by the IAEA governing board did not specify an exact timeframe or impose a deadline, the text did use the words “urgently” and “immediately.”

“[IAEA Director-General Mohamed] ElBaradei is interpreting these two words as a matter of weeks and no longer,” she said. “It is a very small window of opportunity in terms of time frame.”

The text requires the DPRK to engage in talks immediately with the IAEA and calls for Pyongyang to urgently comply with several measures, including allowing the return of inspectors to the country and getting into compliance with the safeguard agreement with the Agency, the spokesperson noted.

Asked to comment on the DPRK’s assertion that “sanctions would mean war,” Ms. Fleming said the Agency hoped that such talk would end and that Pyongyang would see that it is not helpful at all.

“It is not rhetoric that would get them to the negotiating table, which would then get them what they say that they need, which is energy, economic help,” she stressed. “Once you demonstrate that you are willing to comply very concretely, at that point you will get talks and you will get some of the needs that you are asking for.”

* * * 

Cyprus

7 January – The members of the two ad hoc technical committees in Cyprus met today under the chairmanship of the United Nations to discuss procedural aspects and chart a course for the technical work ahead, a UN spokesperson said in New York.

The parties agreed that the committee on treaties will meet tomorrow and again on Friday, while the committee on <common state> laws will meet on Thursday. “In view of the workload of the committees, it is envisaged that the schedule will further intensify starting from next week,” spokesperson Hua Jiang said.

A UN official in Nicosia stressed that the purpose of these meetings is to “flesh out” some aspects of a comprehensive settlement that are necessary if it is to function smoothly and effectively upon entry into force.

“The technical meetings should go ahead in parallel with the ongoing political negotiations,” Robert Dann, an aide to the UN Special Adviser for Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, told UN Radio. “That is to say, the work of the technical committees is to finalize texts on the matters they deal with and then essentially recommend them to the [Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot] leaders, who would then approve them.”

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

7 January – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today reiterated concern for the security of tens of thousands of mostly Liberian refugees in the volatile western part of Côte d’Ivoire after attempts to evacuate nearly 5,000 of them from a camp near the front lines were rebuffed.

UNHCR staff had worked throughout the past month to move the refugees from Nicla and had approached the people of Grand Lahou, a town on the Atlantic coast in the southern part of the country, spokesman Kris Janowski said. But the people of the town cited overall security concerns and rejected the idea, leaving the UN agency “scrambling to find alternatives,” he said.

New attacks Monday on French positions, as well as in Grabo, farther south near Tabou, brought the fighting closer to Nicla, the only camp run by UNHCR in Côte d’Ivoire, Mr. Janowski said, further increasing fears among the refugee population about a possible attack as rebels move southwards.

Nicla initially had a population of about 5,000 refugees who were considered particularly vulnerable because of their ethnicity. The camp’s population is believed to have grown in recent weeks as other refugees from the surrounding villages sought safety in the camp. “While the Nicla refugees are our most immediate concern,” Mr. Janowski said, “the volatile situation in western Côte d’Ivoire has made it imperative that we move the entire refugee population in the country – some 70,000 people before the crisis first erupted in September – to safer locations.”

UNHCR continued to appeal to neighbouring countries to grant temporary asylum to some groups of Liberian refugees presently in Côte d’Ivoire, Mr. Janowski said. “We are also continuing our search for alternative sites within Côte d’Ivoire itself, while trying to obtain better security for refugees in their current areas of settlement.”

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

7 January – Fighting and ceasefire violations continue to exacerbate the humanitarian situation in Côte d’Ivoire, where the situation remains extremely tense and is also exacting an increasingly heavy toll on the country’s economy, the United Nations reported today.

Clashes in the western part of the country and recent violations of the ceasefire in the north have forced an estimated 400,000 persons in the central and northern regions to flee south, according to an update issued by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Tracking the movement of the displaced remains difficult, OCHA said. While most currently seek refuge with families and relatives, as more people flee, sites will eventually need to be established to provide them with humanitarian assistance. Currently, access to people in central and northern rebel-held areas has been relatively good, although reaching the western areas where rebels are active remains extremely risky if not impossible.

The western region is host to more than 60,000 refugees from the war in neighbouring Liberia, OCHA said, warning that they are at great risk of being targeted by Liberian mercenaries fighting with rebel forces since they belong to the Krahn ethnic group, which is perceived as the enemy to the current Liberian government. There are also reports of Liberian refugees being recruited by both the Ivorian regular army and rebel groups.

OCHA emphasized that the key humanitarian needs are currently in the health sector. Medicines, medical equipment and the retention of medical staff in and around the war zones remain in a critical state despite the efforts of medical organizations. Hospitals in rebel-held areas are depleted of supplies and of staff. Food aid is needed in cities such as Bouaké and for displaced persons on the move in Daloa and Duekoue, and Yamoussoukro. Moreover, the food situation is expected to deteriorate as the next harvest is expected by mid-March and will certainly be disrupted.

* * *

DR of Congo

7 January – A resurgence of fighting in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s (DRC) South Kivu region has sent a new wave of more than 8,500 Congolese refugees into neighbouring Burundi over the past 12 days, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

The new fighting originally erupted 26 December in rural areas of South Kivu, spokesman Kris Janowski said in Geneva. By New Year’s Eve, it had engulfed the strategic town of Uvira on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, sending thousands of refugees across the border. Burundi already shelters more than 12,000 Congolese refugees from an earlier outbreak of hostilities last October.

The latest round of fighting for Uvira once again pits the Maï-Maï militia against the rebel group, RCD-Goma. “There are growing concerns that authorities of the rebel RCD-Goma – who control much of the Kivu region and various border crossings in South Kivu – are preventing people from leaving the volatile area,” Mr. Janowski said. “New arrivals in Burundi say only those with travel documents are being allowed by the rebels to leave South Kivu.”

The majority of those fleeing to Burundi, however, do not have any papers and are forced to cross the Rusizi River border before dawn when the checkpoints are unmanned. Many say they get to the border by 4 a.m. to cross the Rusizi River separating eastern DRC from Burundi. The waters of the Rusizi are, however, steadily rising due to the rainy season, raising concerns for the safety of those trying to cross.

According to the UN refugee agency, since 26 December, 7,386 refugees have registered at a transit site in Rugombo in Cibitoke Province, and 1,200 at another site in Gatumba, Bujumbura Rural.

* * *

Measles

7 January – An international coalition for immunization has endorsed a plan by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to reduce child deaths from measles by increasing the opportunities for vaccination early in childhood.

The Board of the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) backed the agencies’ strategy, which last year saved the lives of more than 130,000 children in Africa and enabled seven African countries to reduce measles deaths to near zero since 2000.

Of all the vaccine-preventable diseases, measles remains the leading cause of death among children, the Board reported, affecting nearly 30 million children a year and claiming the lives of nearly 800,000 – more than half of them in Africa. “We have the opportunity to save well over 2 million young lives using a proven strategy, “ Carol Bellamy, UNICEF Executive Director and Chair of the GAVI Board, said of the new immunization plan.

The strategy provides children with two opportunities for measles immunization. The first is given at 9 months through the country’s routine immunization programme, while the second is through supplementary vaccination campaigns conducted every 3 to 4 years to ensure that every child is reached.

WHO and UNICEF estimate that an additional $200 million will be needed to implement the comprehensive measles strategy. The funds would pay for vaccines, safe injection materials, refrigeration equipment, transportation and personnel both to strengthen routine immunization activities and to conduct supplementary measles immunizations activities in the African region through 2010.

GAVI is a coalition of global leaders in immunization and includes UN organizations, national governments, foundations, non-governmental organizations, and the pharmaceutical industry. It was formed in response to stagnating global immunization rates and widening disparities in vaccine access among industrialized and developing countries.

* *** *
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