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Climate risk 'to million species' 
By Alex Kirby 
 Climate change could drive a million of the world's species to extinction as soon as 2050, a scientific study says. 
The authors say in the journal Nature a study of six world regions suggested a quarter of animals and plants living on the land could be forced into oblivion. 

They say cutting greenhouse gases and storing the main one, carbon dioxide, could save many species from vanishing. 

The United Nations says the prospect is also a threat to the billions of people who rely on Nature for their survival. 

Seeking cooler climes 
In a report, Extinction Risk From Climate Change, the scientists describe their study of the six biodiversity-rich regions, representing 20% of the Earth's land area. 

The study used computer models to simulate how the ranges of 1,103 species - plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs, butterflies and other invertebrates - are expected to move in response to changing temperatures and climate. 

The scientists considered three different possibilities - minimum, mid-range and maximum expected climate change, on the basis of data from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

They also assessed whether or not animals and plants would be able to move to new areas. 

Mission improbable 
They concluded that from 15 to 37% of all the species in the regions studied could be driven to extinction by the climate changes likely between now and 2050. 

Species at risk include: Boyd's forest dragon, an Australian lizard likely to lost at least 20% of its range South Africa's national flower, the king protea, and its relatives Virola sebifera , a Brazilian tree whose entire range is likely to have vanished by 2050 the Scottish crossbill, found only in Scotland: its survival could demand an improbable migration to Iceland. The study's lead author, Professor Chris Thomas, of the University of Leeds, UK, says: "If the projections can be extrapolated globally, and to other groups of land animals and plants, our analyses suggest that well over a million species could be threatened with extinction." 

Some species will no longer have any climatically suitable habitat left, and others may be unable to migrate far enough to reach hospitable surroundings. 

The authors say: "Many of the most severe impacts of climate change are likely to stem from interactions between threats, factors not taken into account in our calculations, rather than from climate acting in isolation." 

They single out as examples habitat fragmentation and loss, and competition from new invasive species. 

But they have some encouragement as well. They say the minimum expected climate change scenarios for 2050 - the change they regard as inevitable - would mean about 18% of the affected species would vanish. 

Reversing the trend 
The medium projections suggest an extinction rate of 24%, and the highest one of 35%. 

They conclude: "Minimising greenhouse gas emissions and sequestering [storing] carbon to realise minimum rather than mid-range or maximum expected climate warming could save a substantial percentage of terrestrial species from extinction." 

John Lanchbery, of the UK's Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, has studied the science and diplomacy of climate change for many years. 

He told BBC News Online: "It would appear there is really nothing we can do to avoid at least some extinctions. We are bound to be near to the study's minimum scenarios, even if we can avoid the higher ones." 

Dr Klaus Toepfer, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme, said: "If one million species become extinct... it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer. 

"Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on Nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines". 

Story from BBC NEWS:

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Global Warming Threatens Mass Extinctions - Study 


OSLO - Global warming could wipe out a quarter of all species of plants and animals on earth by 2050 in one of the biggest mass extinctions since the dinosaurs, according to an international study. 

The United Nations said the report, highlighting threats to creatures ranging from Australian butterflies to Spanish eagles, showed a need for the world to back the Kyoto protocol, meant to brake rising temperatures linked to human pollution. 

"A quarter of all species of plants and land animals, or more than a million in all, could be driven to extinction," said Chris Thomas, professor of Conservation Biology at England's University of Leeds. 

Thomas, lead author of the study published in the science journal Nature, told Reuters that emissions from cars and factories could push temperatures up to levels not seen for one million to 30 million years by the end of the century, threatening many habitats. 

The survey, the largest of its kind to date, studied global warming links to 1,103 species of plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs and insects in South Africa, Brazil, Europe, Australia, Mexico and Costa Rica and extrapolated findings as far as 2050. It did not examine the oceans. 

"Climate change is the biggest new extinction threat," said Lee Hannah, a co-author, at Conservation International in Washington DC. Many species would simply be unable to adapt or migrate to new habitats. 

Thomas said the feared extinctions could be one of the worst since the dinosaurs were wiped out 65 million years ago. "This could be on a par with some of the geologically significant extinctions," he said. 

DRAGONS, CROSSBILLS 

Species under threat include many types of tree in the Amazon, the Spanish Imperial eagle and Boyd's forest dragon lizard in Australia. Birds like the Scottish crossbill could probably survive if only they knew to fly to Iceland. 

U.N. studies project that global temperatures will rise by 1.4-5.8 degrees Celsius (3-12 F) by 2100, mainly because of human emissions of gases like carbon dioxide. Rising temperatures may spur more extreme weather like floods, heatwaves and tornadoes. 

Thomas noted that some scientists argue that species have adapted to rapid climate change before -- as in a warming after the last Ice Age. But he said that humans had now taken over much of the planet, adding to pressures this time round. 

Klaus Toepfer, the head of the U.N. Environment Program, said the report showed that extinctions could hit billions of people, mainly in the Third World who rely on nature for food, shelter and medicines. 

"This alarming report underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol," he said. 

Kyoto, which would rein in emissions of carbon dioxide, needs countries representing emissions of 55 percent of carbon dioxide to enter into force. 

It has so far mustered 44 percent and cannot reach 55 without Russia's 17 percent, after the United States pulled out its 36 percent share in 2001, arguing it was too expensive and wrongly excluded poor nations. Moscow says it is undecided. 

Thomas said the study estimated that 15-37 percent of all species could be pushed to extinction as a result of climate change to 2050 with a central assumption of about 24 percent. He urged a shift to new, cleaner energy technologies. 

Story by Alister Doyle 
Discovery News

Study: Quarter of Land Life Could Die Out
AFP

Jan. 7, 2004 — Over one million plants and animals — a quarter of all life on land — could become extinct in just decades due to human-made climate change, scientists say. 

The main culprit for this change, they say in an article due out Thursday in the British journal Nature, is greenhouses gases, which are churned out by automobiles and industry and trap heat in the Earth's atmosphere. 

"An immediate and progressive switch to technologies that produce little or no new greenhouse gases, combined with active removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, could save a million or more species from extinction," lead author Chris Thomas, a biologist from University of Leeds in Britain, said in a statement.

Thomas's team studied six regions rich in biodiversity, representing 20 percent of the planet's land area, and made projections for the survival of 1,103 species between 1990 and 2050, using elaborate computer models. 

Three scenarios for expected climate change were used in the computer models — a minimum expected rise between 0.8 and 1.7 degrees Celsius (1.4 and 3.1 degrees Fahrenheit) per year until 2050; a mid-range scenario with temperature increases of 1.8-2.0 degrees; and the maximum rise, when the Earth's average climes rise by over 2.0 degrees per year.

Australia, one of the regions studied, would lose over half of its more than 400 butterfly species by 2050, thanks to global warming.

Brazil's Cerrado area, a savannah-type area with a wealth of plant and animal species, could lose between 39 and 48 percent of its flora, thousands of plants whose medical or scientific benefits will never be known.

The six regions studied by the scientists were Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Europe, Mexico and South Africa.

The head of the U.N. Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer, warned that "the figure of one million may be an underestimate," since it only counts the extinction of species due to climate change, without taking into account a "ripple effect" that could also kill off interdependent plants and animals.

Toepfer said humans would suffer from the consequences from global warning, the result of their dependence on fossil fuels.

"If one million species become extinct as a result of global warming, it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer. Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines," he said.

Lee Hannah, a co-author of the study with the Washington-based Conservation International, said that species faced with a dangerously warm environment would naturally seek a cooler area, but this was no longer possible in many cases. 

"If habitat destruction has already altered those habitats, the species will have no safe haven." 

Not all of the million-plus species would disappear by 2050, Thomas said, but many would be in decline and en route to extinction.

Toepfer called the study an alarm that "underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol," the international agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions which the United States has refused to adhere to.

____________________________________________________________________________
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Climate change tipped to cause mass extinctions. 
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Global warming 'threatens 1 million species'

Global warming could wipe out a quarter of all species of plants and animals by 2050 in one of the biggest mass extinctions since the dinosaurs, according to an international study.

The United Nations says the report, highlighting threats to creatures ranging from Australian butterflies to Spanish eagles, shows the world needs to back the Kyoto protocol, designed to halt rising temperatures linked to human pollution.

The findings of the study - led by Chris Thomas, professor of conservation biology at England's University of Leeds - were published in the science journal Nature.

"A quarter of all species of plants and land animals, or more than a million in all, could be driven to extinction," Professor Thomas said.

Professor Thomas says emissions from cars and factories could push temperatures up to levels not seen for 1 million to 30 million years by the end of the century, threatening many habitats.

The survey, the largest of its kind to date, studied global warming links to 1,103 species of plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs and insects in Australia, South Africa, Brazil, Europe, Mexico and Costa Rica and extrapolated findings as far as 2050. It did not examine the oceans.

Lee Hannah from Conservation International in Washington, a co-author of the study, says many species would simply be unable to adapt or migrate to new habitats.

"Climate change is the biggest new extinction threat," she said.

Worst since dinosaurs

Professor Thomas says the feared extinctions could be one of the worst since the dinosaurs were wiped out 65 million years ago.

"This could be on a par with some of the geologically significant extinctions," he said.

Species under threat include Boyd's forest dragon lizard in Australia, many types of tree in the Amazon and the Spanish Imperial eagle.

Birds like the Scottish crossbill could probably survive if only they knew to fly to Iceland, the study finds.

UN studies project that global temperatures will rise by 1.4 to 5.8 degrees Celsius by 2100, mainly because of human emissions of gases like carbon dioxide.

Rising temperatures may spur more extreme weather like floods, heatwaves and tornadoes.

Professor Thomas says some scientists argue that species have adapted to rapid climate change before, as in a warming after the last Ice Age.

But he says humans have now taken over much of the planet, adding to pressures this time round.

Food, shelter, medicines

Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN Environment Program, says the report shows that extinctions could hit billions of people, mainly in the Third World, who rely on nature for food, shelter and medicines.

"This alarming report underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol," he said.

Kyoto, which would rein in emissions of carbon dioxide, needs countries representing emissions of 55 percent of carbon dioxide to enter into force.

It has so far mustered 44 per cent and cannot reach 55 without Russia's 17 per cent, after the United States pulled out its 36 per cent share in 2001, arguing it was too expensive and wrongly excluded poor nations.

Moscow says it is undecided.

The Australian Government remains opposed to the Kyoto plan.

Professor Thomas says the study estimates that 15-37 per cent of all species could be pushed to extinction as a result of climate change to 2050, with a central assumption of about 24 per cent.

He urged a shift to new, cleaner energy technologies.

__________________________________________________________________________________________Agence France Presse
January 7, 2004 Wednesday 5:09 PM Eastern Time

Global warming threatens to kill off a quarter of all life on land by 2050: study ATTENTION - CORRECTS 5th para to say total temperature rise sted annual rise //

DATELINE: PARIS, Jan 7

BODY:
Over one million plants and animals -- a quarter of all life on land -- could become extinct in just decades due to man-made climate change, scientists say.

The main culprit for this change, they say in an article due out Thursday in the British journal Nature, is greenhouses gases, which are churned out by automobiles and industry and trap heat in the earth's atmosphere.

"An immediate and progressive switch to technologies that produce little or no new greenhouse gases, combined with active removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, could save a million or more species from extinction," lead author Chris Thomas, a biologist from University of Leeds, said in a statement. 

Thomas's team studied six regions rich in biodiversity, representing 20 percent of the planet's land area, and made projections for the survival of 1,103 species between 1990 and 2050, using elaborate computer models.

Three scenarios for expected climate change were used in the computer models -- a minimum expected total rise of between 0.8 and 1.7 degrees Celsius (1.4 and 3.1 degrees Fahrenheit) by 2050; a mid-range scenario with total temperature increases of 1.8-2.0 degrees; and the maximum rise, when the Earth's average climes rise by over 2.0 degrees during the period.

Australia, one of the regions studied, would lose over half of its more than 400 butterfly species by 2050, thanks to global warming.

Brazil's Cerrado area, a savannah-type area with a wealth of plant and animal species, could lose between 39 and 48 percent of its flora -- thousands of plants whose medical or scientific benefits will never be known.

The six regions studied by the scientists were Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Europe, Mexico and South Africa.

The head of the UN Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer, warned that "the figure of one million may be an underestimate", since it only counts the extinction of species due to climate change, without taking into account a "ripple effect" that could also kill off interdependent plants and animals.

Toepfer said humans would suffer from the consequences of global warning, the result of their dependence on fossil fuels.

"If one million species become extinct as a result of global warming, it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer.

"Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines," he said.

Lee Hannah, a co-author of the study with the Washington-based Conservation International, said that species faced with a dangerously warm environment would naturally seek a cooler area, but this was no longer possible in many cases.

"If habitat destruction has already altered those habitats, the species will have no safe haven."

Not all of the million-plus species would disappear by 2050, Thomas said, but many would be in decline and en route to extinction.

The UN's Toepfer called the study an alarm which "underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol", the international agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions which the United States has refused to adhere to.

AFP

Climat-biodiversité-environnement-X%,LEAD

Climat: un million d'animaux et de plantes menacées d'extinction (étude)

ATTENTION - EMBARGO, publiable mercredi 07/01/04 à 18h00 GMT ///

PARIS, 7 jan (AFP) - Un million d'espèces animales et végétales pourraient disparaître en raison du changement climatique, estime une étude parue dans l'édition de jeudi de la revue scientifique britannique Nature.

   Les 19 auteurs, sous la direction du biologiste britannique Chris Thomas (Université de Leeds), ont modélisé l'évolution d'ici 2050 de 1.103 végétaux et animaux (mammifères, oiseaux, reptiles, grenouilles, oiseaux, papillons et autres inverterbrés) dans six régions du globe particulièrement riches en "biodiversité", c'est-à-dire en variétés d'espèces, dans différents scénarios climatiques.

   Les régions concernées, qui représentent 20% de la surface du globe, sont l'Europe et la Russie occidentale jusqu'au Caucase, le Mexique, l'Afrique du Sud, l'Australie et la région centrale du Brésil (Cerrado).

   Un premier scénario envisage un faible réchauffement d'ici 2050 par rapport à 1990 (augmentation de la température moyenne de 0,8 à 1,7 degré Celsius et concentration de CO2 dans l'atmosphère de 500 parties par million contre 370 ppm).

   Le deuxième table sur un réchauffement moyen (+ 1,8 à 2 degrés, 500 à 550 ppm) et le troisième sur un réchauffement important (plus de 2 degrés et CO2 supérieur à 550 ppm).

   En cas de faible réchauffement, entre 9% et 31% des espèces étudiées seraient condamnées à disparaître, selon qu'elles réussissent ou non à s'installer dans des régions plus clémentes, selon l'étude.

   La fourchette monterait à 15-37% en cas de réchauffement moyen et à 21-52% en cas de réchauffement important.

   "Cela ne veut pas dire que les espèces condamnées à disparaître auront effectivement disparu en 2050", explique à l'AFP le professeur Thomas. "A ce stade cela veut seulement dire qu'elles seront en déclin et susceptibles de disparaître".

   Elles pourraient disparaître dans des échelles de temps très variables mais le phénomène prendra une ampleur considérable si la hausse des températures se poursuit après 2050 comme le laissent craindre les experts de l'ONU sur le climat, relève M. Thomas.

   Si on extrapole à l'échelle mondiale et à d'autres groupes d'animaux et de plantes, "c'est un million d'espèces qui pourraient être menaces d'extinction" à plus ou moins long terme, selon M. Thomas.

   Dans un communiqué, Klaus Topepfer, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), qualifie l'étude d'"alarmante".    "Le chiffre d'un million est peut-être sous-estimé car l'article ne

considère que l'impact du changement climatique sur des espèces prises individuellement et ne prend pas en compte l'interdépendance des espèces", relève-t-il.

   "Si par exemple, les abeilles et les autres insectes qui pollinisent arbres et fleurs devaient disparaître d'une région, cela aurait des répercussions dévastatrices sur toutes les espèces qui dépendent de ces insectes".

   mo

________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Economic Newswire

January 6, 2004 Tuesday
War in Iraq devastating environment: UN report

DATELINE: TOKYO, Jan. 7

BODY:
The U.S.-led war and its aftermath have resulted in serious environmental problems in Iraq, including those caused by depleted uranium weapons, a U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) report says.

The UNEP progress report on the environment in Iraq dated Oct. 20 draws attention to the use of depleted uranium weapons by U.S. and British forces during their military operations.

'UNEP concludes that there are problems in Iraq that require immediate attention. These include environmental contamination exacerbated by military actions as well as looting of sites holding nuclear and toxic materials,' the document states. 

'Iraq has also long-standing environmental problems, such as the destruction of the Mesopotamian Marshlands and pollution from the oil and chemical industries,' it adds.

The report emphasizes the need for prompt measures to deal with the situation, including studying the effects on local residents and finding ways to minimize immediate environment-related threats to human health.

It suggests that contaminated areas must be identified and assessed and nearby residents be tested and monitored and that steps be taken to raise awareness among the Iraq people of the potential risks of depleted uranium.

But there is little the group itself can do now as the United Nations withdrew its staff from Iraq following a car bomb attack at its headquarters in Baghdad in August that killed 24 people, including top U.N. envoy to Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello.

The deteriorating security situation in Iraq and the slowed reconstruction efforts are also hindering its efforts.

Although U.S. President George W. Bush declared an end to major combat operations in Iraq in May last year, there have been ensuing attacks on the U.S. forces and those from countries supporting reconstruction efforts in Iraq.

UNEP compiled its latest progress report based on its past assessment of the environment in Iraq as well as its two fact-finding missions to Baghdad and Basra last summer.

The document says the British authorities have provided detailed information about the use of depleted uranium weapons, including British tanks expending 1.9 tons of such weapons, about twice the amount British troops used in the 1991 Gulf War.

It also names a number of contaminated industrial sites that pose environmental hazards, including the al-Mishraq Sulphur State Co. near Mosul where there was a fire of unknown cause from June to July, emitting a huge plume of gas over Iraq and other Middle Eastern countries.

Also of concern is the looting of nuclear materials from the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Facility near Baghdad around April 2003, the report says. 'High levels of radiation have been detected in several neighborhoods as a result of looters carting off nuclear materials,' it said.

LOAD-DATE: January 7, 2004 __________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

Islands Fight For World Attention On Global Warming
Small island states facing the possibility of being submerged as a result of the consequences of global warming have mounted efforts to combat the trend, but their initiatives have largely fallen on deaf ears in the rest of the world, the London Independent reported yesterday.

One islet belonging to Kiribati, Tebua Tarawa, has already disappeared in what is thought to be a result of rising sea levels due to the sea's thermal expansion and run-off from land-based glaciers.  Kiribati and Tuvalu and are among a group of island countries that have formed the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) to collectively warn about the threats they face.

Being submerged by the advancing sea is not the only threat facing the islands, the newspaper reports.  Higher salt water levels in the soil have made it more difficult for residents to grow crops, with some farmers resorting to planting in tin containers. 

AOSIS is lobbying bigger states to help slow global warming, namely by reducing the production of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide.  Activists interviewed by the Independent have criticized much of the modernized world for ignoring their pleas.

"It is like greedy piglets fighting over their share of milk from their ill mother," said Kiribati President He Teburoro Tito.  "Instead of cooperating on how they could help save their mother, they were all carried away fighting for their share, and making their mother even more ill, until all of a sudden they found that they had lost their mother and there was no more milk to live on."

"Is wasting energy and living in luxury a highly civilized life?" he continued.  "Don't you think that it is rather more civilized to think about the next generation, and the future of the earth, and to act accordingly?"

Even those measures in place to curb the effects of global warming have been criticized for being ineffective, the Independent says.  AOSIS demanded that the Kyoto Protocol, adopted in 1997, mandate that industrialized nations cut their carbon dioxide emissions by 60 percent by 2010, but the agreed-upon reductions were just half that.  The United States backed away from the treaty in 2001, and current data suggests that combined emissions from the world's biggest polluters could grow by 8 percent during the first decade of the 21st century.

AOSIS was hoping that EU ministers at a climate change meeting in Milan last month would release $30 million in relief funds to help the islands "adapt to environmental changes," but a decision on the aid was put off until 2005.  

According to studies cited by the Independent, global sea levels are rising between 1mm and 2mm a year, a rate of change that the South Pacific Sea Level and Climate Monitoring Project called "about 10 times more rapid than the average over the previous 3000 years."  Some groups such as the U.S.-based conservative Cooler Heads Coalition, a subgroup of the National Consumer Coalition, are skeptical, however, that sea levels have risen in the past few years.  The group claims that Tuvalu's sea level has "fallen by about 2.5 inches in the last two or three years," the Independent reports.

Another alleged consequence of global warming is desertification, the Independent says.  China has suffered an estimated $6.5 billion in losses per year as a result of sandstorms and other problems resulting from desertification (Charles Arthur, London Independent, Jan. 6). 
Reuters

SARS Patient Rules Out Civet Link


GUANGZHOU, China - The Chinese TV producer who contracted SARS had never eaten civet cat, state media reported as thousands of the animals were culled on fears they may carry a form of the virus that can jump to humans. 

In the Philippines, authorities said a woman suspected of contracting SARS while working as a maid in Hong Kong had pneumonia and not the deadly flu-like virus, easing fears of regional contagion. 

"This is not a case of SARS," Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit told a news conference after the government received the results of tests on the unidentified 42-year-old woman. 

China's official Xinhua news agency said the only contact with wildlife the SARS patient could recall was with a mouse he threw out of a window. 

The victim, surnamed Luo, was confirmed as having SARS this week and is due to be released on Thursday from hospital in the southern province of Guangdong, where the disease emerged in November 2002 and went on to kill 800 people around the world. 

Only one of the 81 people who had contact with Luo remained in quarantine, the Health Ministry said. State television said that person would be released on Thursday as well. 

Chinese health authorities said a gene sample from the 32-year-old man resembled that of a coronavirus found in civets, a local delicacy. 

China has given a Saturday deadline for the slaughter of about 10,000 civets, a course of action that has worried the World Health Organisation which fears the cull could help spread the disease. 

"Still unaware of the cause of his catching SARS, environmentalist Luo said he had never touched or eaten civet cats in his life and recalled only having thrown a baby mouse out of the window by hand," Xinhua said. 

The China Daily said the civet extermination was being carried out by "braising and steaming" the animals and quoted experts as saying releasing them into the wild was not an option. 

"During the whole process, there is no direct contact between the employees and the animals," it said. 

Guangdong authorities have said the civets are being drowned in chemical disinfectant and then incinerated. 

SARS "NOT THAT FEARFUL" 

While China has openly reported on the case since it was first revealed, the newspaper that first broke the story -- ahead of the Health Ministry's announcement -- has come under scrutiny. 

A leading SARS reporter at Southern Metropolis Daily had been taken off the beat and a Hong Kong-based rights group said on Wednesday a top editor was detained by prosecutors for eight hours on Tuesday. A newspaper official denied the report. 

The stock market has shrugged off the SARS case and businesses in Guangzhou -- sent reeling during the height of the outbreak last year -- appeared unruffled. 

SARS infected about 8,000 people around the world last year, about two-thirds of them in China, and savaged airline and tourism industries around Asia. 

"Everything remains as normal," an official of the Guangdong foreign economic and trade administration told Reuters. "There is no plan to cancel any international conferences or exhibitions for the time being." 

The Guangdong branch of state travel chain CITS signed "anti-SARS" guarantees with hotels, restaurants and tour operators to assure customers their destinations were SARS free. 

"None of our customers have cancelled their trips abroad, nor have foreign tourists cancelled their trips to Guangdong," a branch official said. 

Air France on Tuesday inaugurated a new Paris-Guangzhou service which will run five times a week from June. 

Luo, 32, complained of a headache and fever on December 16 and was admitted to an isolation ward at the No. 1 Hospital of Zhongshan University on December 20. 

Initially diagnosed as having pneumonia, he was transferred to the No. 8 People's Hospital on December 24. 

"The disease is not that fearful," Luo said in a telephone interview with the news agency from the Guangdong capital, Guangzhou, on Tuesday. 

"It was quite a shock to realise that I might have contracted SARS, when I was sent to the isolation ward," said Luo. 

Story by Jonathan Ansfield 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


 Global warming 'threatens 1 million species'
Global warming could wipe out a quarter of all species of plants and animals by 2050 in one of the biggest mass extinctions since the dinosaurs, according to an international study.
... Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN Environment Program, says the report shows that extinctions could hit billions of people, mainly in the Third World, who rely ...
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s1022033.htm

ONE MILLION SPECIES UNDER THREAT
Special Broadcasting Service, Australia -8.1.2004 http://www9.sbs.com.au/theworldnews/region.php?id=76466&region=3 

Islands Fight For World Attention On Global Warming 
UN Wire, Wednesday, January 7, 2004  - Small island states facing the possibility of being submerged as a result of the consequences of global warming have mounted efforts to combat the trend, but their initiatives have largely fallen on deaf ears in the rest of the world, the London Independent reported yesterday.
One islet belonging to Kiribati, Tebua Tarawa, has already disappeared in what is thought to be a result of rising sea levels due to the sea's thermal expansion and run-off from land-based glaciers.  Kiribati and Tuvalu and are among a group of island countries that have formed the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) to collectively warn about the threats they face.
http://www.unwire.org/UNWire/20040107/449_11773.asp 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP news update – 8 January 2004

General Environment News 
Medical waste disposal
China Daily 2004-01-08

The State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China has submitted a plan to the State Council on setting up 200 to 300 medical waste treatment and disposal centers over the next two to three years. 

Officials and experts at the Ministry of Health and the Beijing municipal government said that the move is a response to the outbreak of SARS. 

During the outbreak of SARS last year, large quantity of medical wastes was produced. However, hospitals in nearly all large and medium-sized Chinese cities had no adequate incineration facilities at that time. A sub-standard incinerator was ineffective to eliminate harmful and poisonous substances in medical garbage and just produced particles that polluted the air, said Nie Yongfeng, a professor with the Department of Environmental Science and Engineering of Qinghua University.

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2004-01/08/content_296660.htm
Water shortage urgent challenge


China Daily 2004-01-08

Minister of Water Resources Wang Shucheng urged authorities to push water conservation efforts. 

"Water shortage will become one of the country's most urgent challenges... in the next two decades,'' the minister warned yesterday at a national conference. 

Problems have worsened in most urban areas as supplies shrink in more than 400 cities while persistent droughts are endangering crops in rural areas. 

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2004-01/08/content_296651.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE
LIBERATION, 7 January : Environnement. Fini les enveloppes fabriquées avec du bois des forêts anciennes de Finlande.
La poste allemande change de fibre

Envoyer des lettres, mais sans détruire la biodiversité des forêts finlandaises. La poste allemande fait preuve ces derniers temps d'une conscience écologique à toute épreuve. Dans les derniers jours de 2003, la Bundespost s'est débarrassée de ses dernières enveloppes «criminelles». Depuis des années, les bureaux de poste allemands, qui ont pour particularité de vendre de nombreux articles de bureaux, comme des rames de papiers ou des enveloppes, avaient la société Herlitz pour principal fournisseur.

Biodiversité. Or, cette entreprise, spécialisée dans la papeterie, travaille énormément avec le fabricant de pâte à papier finlandais Stora Enso. Jusque-là rien d'anormal. Si ce n'est que Stora Enso, l'une des plus grandes entreprises européennes, exploite les forêts anciennes de Finlande. Ce qui met en péril la biodiversité de la région. En Europe, ce type de forêts anciennes est devenu très rare (lire ci-contre).

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=169519
LIBERATION, 7 JANUARY : Environnement. Des chercheurs font vieillir prématurément les sacs plastiques pour les rendre plus dégradables.
Un sac plastique, ça se jette mieux quand c'est déjà vieux

En mai dernier, afin de limiter la pollution sur leur île, les Corses ont majoritairement voté pour les cabas consignables à la place des traditionnels sacs de caisse. En septembre, c'était Roselyne Bachelot, ministre de l'Ecologie et du Développement durable, qui s'énervait : «Ne peut-on se passer de ces sacs gratuits donnés généreusement aux caisses de nos distributeurs ?» Probablement pas dans l'immédiat : il s'en distribue 15 à 17 milliards chaque année en France... Mais les industriels de la plasturgie ont saisi le message : dès novembre, une dizaine d'entreprises de la Haute-Loire et de la Loire, à l'origine de près de la moitié des 800 000 tonnes de films plastique produits annuellement en France, initiaient un programme de recherche sur des sacs «à vieillissement accéléré».

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=169521
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia

Cleanup Jeddah Campaign Launched
In an attempt to improve the city environment, the Jeddah municipality has launched a cleanup campaign under the banner “Jeddah, Your Home and Mine.”
By linking the cleanup campaign with the home environment, the municipality hopes to develop a sense of ownership and responsibility in its citizens.
Jeddah Mayor Abdullah Al-Muallami officially launched the campaign on Monday in front of an invited audience at the Hilton hotel.
“Jeddah launches a variety of campaigns every year,” said Al-Muallami. “This year, the ‘Your Home and Mine’ campaign is our flagship and emphasizes our desire to keep the city environment clean.”
The campaign intends to target both the macro problems of garbage disposal and the more obvious eyesore of street litter and the unsocial behavior of discarding wrappings and food containers from car windows.
http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=37688&d=7&m=1&y=2004
Qatar
 Vehicle to join green Qatar drive
[image: image3.jpg]



The Clean and Green vehicle which will start plying on January 15. 
The authorities have decided to use a specially decorated vehicle to propagate the forthcoming national Clean and Green Qatar campaign. 
The four-wheel drive vehicle has large posters on the sides and front of the vehicle with the slogans and concept of the campaign which is due to start on January 14. 
It will visit different parts of Doha and outskirts to explain the objectives of the project, said Abdullah bin Mohamed al-Kuwari, director of the minister's office and head of the committee. 
"The vehicle will draw the attention of the public and create awareness among them about the national campaign for a clean and green Qatar", he added. 
The artwork for the poster has been prepared at the minister's office. A national company has been contracted to print it to international quality. The campaign runs until March 15. 
http://www.gulf-times.com/
________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

 Bahrain

GPIC in vow to back Sitra community

THE Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company (GPIC) reiterated its commitment to serve the Sitra community through charitable projects and to ensure the protection of their environment. General manager Dr Mustafa Al Sayed outlined the company's policies when he met a delegation representing the people of Sitra, led by MP Mohammed bin Al Shaikh Abdulla Al Abbas. Welcoming the visiting group, Dr Al Sayed praised the existing co-operation between GPIC and the people of Sitra. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=70860&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26292
Jordan 

JCFC to employ hi-tech pollution control systems 

Minister of Environment and Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Alia Hattough-Bouran on Sunday praised as “positive”, steps taken by the Jordan Cement Factories Company (JCFC) to observe environmental criteria, expressing hope for “more commitment” by the firm. 

Quoted by the Jordan News Agency, Petra, the minister told JCFC Director General Samer Berekdar that settling the environment protection issue would earn the company the confidence of the local community, a matter which would reflect positively on the firm's operation. 

Berekdar briefed Bouran on pollution control systems his company would soon apply, including newly installed hi-tech filters. He said a tender had already been floated inviting bidders to provide the environment-friendly technology. 

In addition, the cement firm has embarked on a forestry project in the area and other environmental projects in the sites of its factories in Fuheis and Tafileh. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews8.htm

UAE

No butts, stubs tar city's image

Littering is a menace because it disfigures the clean look of a city, ruins general hygiene conditions, and, depending on the waste it contains, affects public health. 

Cigarette butts as litter are a serious problem considering the impact they can have on public health and safety, primarily as non-biodegradable and pollution-causing waste, and as a fire hazard.

As is evident from the tens of thousands of cigarette ends (filter tipped) that dot the sidewalks, parks, beaches and roadside green belts in Dubai, the potential a cigarette butt holds as a pollutant of water and land is either not understood or is underestimated. It is because of lack of understanding that smokers continue to brutalise the environment by sowing the inch-long devil wherever they find it convenient. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/january/theuae_january95.xml
Cabinet approves action plan to combat desertification

The Cabinet has approved the country's Draft National Action Plan to Combat Desertification. 

The plan has been prepared by the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA) in cooperation with United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep), UN Regional Office for West Asia (Rowa) and UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia (ESCWA), according to Hamad Abdul Rahman Al Midfa, Minister of Health and Chairman of the FEA.

The action plan and other national action plans to combat desertification is in line with the country's commitment to Implementing the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), Mr Midfa said.

The plan comprises several elements including listing of the natural resources and their potentials, the socio-economic setup, and the past and present efforts in combating desertification.

Eight programmes were identified in the strategy including monitoring and assessment; water resource management; public awareness and participation; rational agriculture; security against drought; promoting the scientific and technological capabilities; promoting national capacity building programmes and consolidating federal, regional and international cooperation.

The UAE has assigned the FEA to follow up the implementation of the UNCCD at the federal, sub-regional and international levels. 

The UAE joined the UNCCD on October 21, 1999. A national committee, comprising representatives of around 20 ministries and other national and private organisations concerned with desertification has been formed to follow up implementation of the Convention and prepare a national strategy and action plan to combat desertification in accordance with the National Environmental Strategy and the Asia Annex of the Convention.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/january/theuae_january58.xml
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Côte d’Ivoire: Secretary-General hails return of opposition group to Government 

*
Annan welcomes recent statements on DPR of Korea’s nuclear programme

*
UN envoy to advocate for resumption of peace talks on Darfur in western Sudan

*
Security Council urges political dialogue between Ethiopia and Eritrea 

*
Senior UN relief official arrives in quake-hit Iran to raise funds for recovery

*
UN agencies set to start new phase of aid for drought-stricken northern Somalia

*
Hailing ‘sea change,’ UN refugee agency closes last field offices in Croatia

* * * *

Côte d’Ivoire

7 January – Voicing hope that the peace process in Côte d’Ivoire will gain new momentum, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the return of the opposition Forces Nouvelles to a meeting of the Government of National Reconciliation for the first time since it suspended its participation in September.

Mr. Annan urged all Ivorian parties to abide by their commitment to implement the Government’s work programme and the Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement until the elections scheduled to be held in late 2005, according to a statement issued by his spokesman.

“The Secretary-General hopes that the return of the Forces Nouvelles to the Government will give fresh impetus to the peace process,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

The agreement signed in Linas-Marcoussis, France, in January last year ended fierce fighting between the Government and rebel forces in the northern and western regions of the West African country.

A small United Nations mission (MINUCI) of 34 military liaison officers is in the country to monitor security and build confidence between the government’s Forces Armees de Côte d’Ivoire and the northern Forces Nouvelles. French peacekeepers are stationed across Côte d’Ivoire with a view to separating rebel and government forces.

* * *

Korean peninsula

7 January – Hoping to spur a resumption of talks on the nuclear programme of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed recent statements by Pyongyang and the other countries involved in the issue.
A statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said Mr. Annan “feels that there is a growing momentum for the resumption of the six-party talks, thus advancing the Beijing process intended to resolve the nuclear and related issues in the Korean Peninsula.”

In urging the parties to the talks to intensify their preparations, Mr. Annan “is encouraged by the recent statement by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as well as the response to it by the countries concerned,” the statement said.

China, the DPRK, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation and the United States held a series of talks last year in Beijing on Pyongyang’s nuclear programme. The DPRK withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) at the beginning of last year and has since been reported to have said it would develop nuclear weapons and might carry out tests.

* * *
Sudan

7 January – The United Nations envoy to Sudan arrives today in N’Djamena, the capital of neighbouring Chad, to press for the resumption of peace talks on the war-torn Darfur region of western Sudan.

Tom Eric Vraalsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for Sudan, also wants UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to be granted greater access to the hundreds of thousands of fraught people in Sudan and Chad who have fled the conflict.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has described the situation in Darfur as an “invisible emergency:” a million people are estimated to be affected, with at least 600,000 internally displaced since fighting intensified last March, and another 95,000 living in makeshift camps across a long stretch of the desolate border with Chad. Bandits and militia groups have frequently raided those camps, exacerbating the already dire conditions there.

Fighting has been raging in Darfur since recent peace talks failed to renew a ceasefire between the Sudanese Government and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). The conflict has heated up just as Khartoum and rebel groups in the country’s south, including the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), have begun to make progress on an agreement on ending their 20-year civil war.

Mr. Vraalsen will visit the border region of Chad and Sudan and will also hold meetings with UN staff, NGOs, aid donors and officials from Chad, which is mediating the peace talks.

When Mr. Vraalsen visited Sudan last month, he noted that the humanitarian and security situation in Darfur had deteriorated, especially in the region’s north and west. UNHCR staff and NGOs have begun plans to relocate many of the refugees to camps further inside Chad.

* * *

Eritrea-Ethiopia

7 January – Expressing concern about the lack of progress in marking a boundary between Ethiopia and Eritrea, the United Nations Security Council today called on the two Horn of Africa governments to establish a broad political dialogue that would help to improve their relations.

In a statement to the press, this month’s Council President, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, voiced support for Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s intention to “consider additional measures to move demarcation and the peace process forward and help the parties overcome their differences, in particular through good offices.”

The Council President called on both sides to “respond constructively” to the Secretary-General’s proposals.

Council members also expressed concern at Eritrea’s recent tightening of restrictions on the movements of the UN peacekeeping mission in the area (UNMEE) and at the administrative difficulties imposed by both sides, which Mr. Muñoz said “unnecessarily complicate the work of UNMEE staff.”

The statement urged the parties to provide full support to UNMEE and to facilitate its unrestricted movement throughout the mission area.

Ambassador Muñoz also repeated an earlier appeal for the establishment of a high-level route for UNMEE flights between the two capitals “as a gesture of goodwill.”

The Council President made his comments to journalists after the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Hédi Annabi, briefed the members behind closed doors on the situation in Ethiopia and Eritrea, which for two years fought a bitter war that ended in June 2000.

* * * 

Iran

7 January – The top United Nations relief official arrived in Tehran today on his way to the earthquake-devastated Bam area of Iran, where he will join the country’s authorities tomorrow in launching a Flash Appeal for humanitarian assistance.

Jan Egeland, who heads the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), carried a letter from UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to Iranian President Mohamed Khatami pledging long-term international support for Iran’s efforts to rebuild and rehabilitate Bam, according to a UN spokesman.

Mr. Egeland will join with Iranian authorities and the Iranian Red Crescent Society on Thursday in asking for special funds to cover urgent needs over the next three months, including temporary shelter, food, water and sanitation, as well as health care and schooling. The appeal aims to smooth the transition from emergency relief to recovery initiatives.

UN and other humanitarian officials are already in the area assessing needs, while teams from the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) are working out how to rehabilitate Bam’s historical heritage.

The earthquake, registering 6.3 on the Richter scale, hit the area around Bam on 26 December. As of yesterday, OCHA, citing government estimates, said some 30,000 people were killed, another 30,000 injured, and 25,000 of the area’s 29,500 buildings were destroyed. Approximately 45,000 people have been rendered homeless, but that number is expected to rise to 75,000 when many affected people return from hospitals or from staying with relatives.

To date, OCHA said, more than $80 million has been pledged for continuing relief efforts in Bam.

Some 9,000 relief workers and volunteers of the Iranian Red Crescent Society, along with the Iranian military and international rescue and relief teams, participated in rescue and recovery operations, OCHA said.

* * *
Somalia


7 January – Preparing a new phase in the drive to help 90,000 people suffering from severe drought in northern Somalia, United Nations humanitarian agencies are appealing to rival local administrations to refrain from any violence that could disrupt the operation.


With no rains anticipated before April in parts of the Sool and Sanaag regions, further losses to livestock and other assets are expected, according to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), which is calling for prompt intervention to stem the problem.


“The situation is fragile,” UNICEF Somalia Emergency Officer Robert McCarthy said. “Our planning is based on the assumption that children will be increasingly vulnerable to malnutrition and disease in the coming weeks.” He added that nomadic communities which have lost significant numbers of their livestock would require outside food and supplies to survive.


Growing tension between the local administrations in Northwest Somalia (‘Somaliland’) and Northeast Somalia (‘Puntland’), both claiming the affected areas as their territory, is creating some concern among humanitarian agencies. UNICEF said operations could be jeopardized or even halted if the situation escalates into violent conflict. 

In the past, efforts to reach the affected communities – often in remote areas – were possible thanks to cooperation between the two administrations. UNICEF Somalia Senior Programme Officer Leila Pakkala urged that this continue. “We appeal to them to maintain a stable environment and ensure the continuity and effectiveness of response activities,” she said.


Failed rains over the past four years have caused large-scale food insecurity among pastoral people in parts of northern Somalia. A joint mission in October, led by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), found the population hard hit by loss of livestock and purchasing power.


In two recent missions, the last ending on 2 January, 10 teams supported by UNICEF and the UN World Health Organization (WHO) visited 72 villages, providing vaccination, clinical and antenatal care, and dry supplementary rations to complement UN World Food Programme (WFP) distributions. Later this week, UNICEF and WFP are set to begin the second phase of food, medical and nutritional interventions. 

* * *

Croatia

7 January – The UN refugee agency has closed its three remaining field offices in Croatia, marking the end of an era in which it helped repatriate over 100,000 Croatian Serbs over 12 years and signalling what it called a ‘sea change’ in the region that gave birth to the term “ethnic cleansing.”

The UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) said today it closed the offices in Knin, Sisak and Osijek – once on the frontlines of war zones and crowded with victims of the conflict following the break-up of Yugoslavia – because local relief agencies and the Government are now meeting many of the needs of asylum seekers and refugees. At the height of the crisis the agency had 10 field offices operating in Croatia.

“After such a dramatic decade, a sea change is the only way to describe” the move which occurred in the last days of 2003, UNHCR said in a statement paying tribute to the hundreds of staff members, most of them local, who risked their lives on a daily basis to protect and assist traumatized refugees amid the worst of the fighting.

A number of the agency’s staff and humanitarian partners lost their lives in the process. The period saw UNHCR face one of its most trying moments as it worked to deliver aid to some 3.5 million people throughout the former Yugoslavia in a vast operation directed from its regional headquarters in Zagreb, the Croatian capital, where the agency will continue to work.

As the region’s wars intensified, UNHCR staff often worked through the night to assist refugees, sometimes carrying war victims off trucks that had brought the “ethnically cleansed” straight from concentration camps.

Apart from the more than 100,000 Croatian Serbs who had returned to their homes by the end of 2003, an estimated 230,000 internally displaced persons had also gone back. Some 220,000 Croatian Serbs remain in exile, mostly in Serbia and Montenegro.

Noting that conditions have not improved much for today’s destitute returnees in the hinterland despite progress elsewhere in Croatia, UNHCR urged international development organizations and donors to help reconstruct infrastructure in return areas, foster jobs and promote other schemes to rebuild returnee communities.

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Côte d’Ivoire
We’re going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning Côte d’Ivoire:

“The Secretary-General welcomes the participation yesterday of the Forces Nouvelles in the meeting of the Côte d’Ivoire Council of Ministers, for the first time since that group suspended its participation in the Government of National Reconciliation in September 2003.  The Secretary-General hopes that the return of the Forces Nouvelles to the Government will give fresh impetus to the peace process.  He urges all Ivorian parties to abide by their commitment to implement the Government’s work programme and the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement until the elections scheduled to be held in late 2005.”

**Sudan
On the Sudan, Tom Eric Vraalsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for Sudan, is on his way to Chad today to advocate for a resumption of the peace talks on Darfur in western Sudan.

Vraalsen will advocate for a resumption of the peace talks being mediated by Chad in order to reach a ceasefire and allow increased access to the victims of a humanitarian crisis which the UN refugee agency describes as a “silent emergency”.

Vraalsen will also visit the border region of Chad with Sudan that is affected by the conflict in Darfur and will advocate for increased emergency relief to the refugees and other people affected.

After the recent talks on peace in Darfur failed to renew a ceasefire between the Government of Sudan and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), fighting continues to rage in Western Sudan, causing massive displacement.  One million are affected by the conflict, at least 600,000 are internally displaced and an estimated 95,000 refugees have arrived in Chad.

On the racks today there is a letter from Sudan addressed to the Security Council President, which refers to Eritrea and the situation in the Darfur region of the Sudan.

**Security Council
The Council is holding consultations on Eritrea and Ethiopia.

Council members heard a briefing and discussed the latest report on

Eritrea and Ethiopia, which came out as a document last week.

Briefing on the report was Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hedi Annabi.

The Council also finalized the list of chairs and vice chairs of Security Council sanctions and other Committees.

**Iran
Jan Egeland, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, arrived in Tehran today to meet with Iranian government and humanitarian officials to discuss relief and reconstruction issues following the devastating earthquake in Bam.

Egeland is carrying with him a letter from the Secretary-General to President Mohamed Khatami pledging the UN’s long-term support to Iran’s efforts in Bam.

Tomorrow he will travel to Bam to launch the UN's Flash Appeal.  The appeal will cover requirements for humanitarian needs for a 90-day period and is designed to smooth the transition from emergency relief to recovery initiatives.

**Guatemala
This morning the UN signed an unprecedented agreement with the Government of Guatemala to establish a Commission to Investigate Illegal Groups and Clandestine Security Organizations in Guatemala, to be known by its Spanish acronym CICIACS.  Its aim is to limit current criminal behaviour in Guatemala by prosecuting some cases, as well as to fortify the country’s justice sector.

The agreement was signed in this building by the Guatemalan Foreign Minister, Edgar Gutierrez, and by the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast.

Once ratified by the Guatemalan Congress, the Commission will have an initial lifespan of two years.  It will be headed by a Commissioner appointed by the Secretary-General, and will include a team of investigators and prosecutors experienced in human rights and organized crime.

This is the first time the United Nations has been given prosecutorial powers to work within the justice system of a Member State.

We have copies of the agreement in English and in Spanish for those who are interested.

On another matter concerning Guatemala, the UN Mission MINUGUA has today issued a report on the dissolution of the Presidential Guard, an institution which was for many years linked to grave human rights violations.  The report, in Spanish only, is available upstairs.

**Accountability Panel
A number of you have been asking us about the report on accountability of UN managerial staff relating to the August 19th bombing in Baghdad.  We were informed this morning that this report is now not expected until approximately the middle of February.

The delay is mainly due to the extensive travel panel members have had to do to interview staff and the fact that many of those interviewees were unavailable through the holiday season.  We will keep you posted once we have a more exact date.  You’ll recall that the Panel’s initial objective was to finish by the middle of January.

**Budget
It’s a new year, and 10 countries have responded quickly by paying their UN regular budget dues in full.  They are Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Denmark, Gabon, Madagascar, Monaco, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sierra Leone and Trinidad and Tobago.

Congratulations to all those who paid their bills at this first opportunity and for the remaining 181 Member States, you have until the end of this month to pay before your assessments are overdue.

**UNHCR/Croatia
Finally, it’s the end of an era for the UN’s refugee agency in Croatia, with the closing of its remaining field offices there.

The closure of the UNHCR offices in Knin, Sisak and Osijek recognizes that local relief agencies and the Government are now meeting many of the needs of asylum seekers and refugees.

UNHCR first arrived in Croatia in 1991 and gradually expanded its presence there throughout that country’s upheaval.  UNHCR isn’t abandoning Croatia; it’ll continue to operate from its headquarters in Zagreb.

**Press conferences tomorrow
A press conference to announce:  Tomorrow at 11:15 a.m. Ambassador Philippe Djangone-Bi of Côte d’Ivoire will be here to brief you on the latest developments in his country.      

**World Chronicle television programme
And the Information Department asked me to announce that World Chronicle programme No. 918 featuring the Spokesman will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.  And the best part of that programme is the segment of Steve Whitehouse’s annual film “The UN Year in Review”.

Thank you very much.  Any questions?  Yes, Bill?

Questions and Answers
Question:  What’s your best estimate right now as to when the Secretary-General will appoint a new SRSG for Iraq?

Spokesman:  I can’t predict that.  A decision is not expected imminently and I think the Secretary-General is just continuing to assess the situation.  I have to assume that the meeting scheduled for 19 January regarding the substance of what such an SRSG would have to do would be a factor in his thinking.  Yes, Evelyn?

Question:  Since the Council is having, I mean it has been discussing Ethiopia/Eritrea today, Council members speak openly of actually making an attempt and having been appointed by the SG, was that announcement done officially while I was gone or when is it supposed to be done?

Spokesman:  No, there has been no announcement regarding any appointment in connection with Ethiopia/Eritrea.  I think I did, while you were away, concede that a consultation process was under way.  It’s still under way and until it is concluded I wouldn’t have anything to say about any…

Question:  Consultations you mean with the parties there?

Spokesman:  Well, not just with the parties, but, yes, including with the parties.

Question:  (Inaudible) their usual positions and… (Inaudible)

Spokesman:  Well, they’re free to do that, but the Secretary-General’s policy is to not discuss these matters until he’s made a final decision.  Yes?

Question:  Is (inaudible) for the recovery programme on Iran?

Spokesman:  I didn’t hear your question?

Question:  Where would the meeting take place on Iran for the recovery?

Spokesman:  Are you talking about the flash appeal?

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman:  The flash appeal will take place tomorrow in Bam and Jan Egeland will be there for it.  Yes?

Question:  To what extent will the delay in this accountability report affect the implementation of the security changes that will be necessary before the UN can return in force in Iraq?

Spokesman:  I don’t think there is any link at all.  This report will be looking back at decisions taken by managers in the UN system prior to the 19 August bombing and it will assess accountability for what happened.  And then the Secretary-General will take whatever actions he feels are justified once he has all the facts placed before him by this panel.

The ongoing assessment of the security situation in Iraq continues and there have been actions taken in Baghdad regarding the Old Canal Hotel and presumably those, that is to increase the security of that facility, and presumably those efforts will continue once the Secretary-General authorizes them to go ahead.  But I see no link between security preparedness and this report.

Question:  But the Ahtissari Report indicates that changes are going to have to be made; that systemic changes in the UN security will be required, it seems, before any return in force to Iraq.

Spokesman:  Well, that review has been taking place and changes have been planned not just for Iraq, but worldwide; but particularly for Iraq.  But I think the lessons of the Ahtissari Report apply for us more broadly than just to Iraq.  Yes, Akram?

Question:  Fred, can you tell us if you have any information concerning that fund that has been provided to rebuild Iraq from the United Nations?  What’s happened?  Who is in charge of that?

Spokesman:  Why don’t you come to my office and we’ll brief you on that.  But I mean, the latest thing we announced on that was the transfer of $2.6 billion to that fund by the United Nations proper.  It’s oil-for-food money in connection with the close-down of the oil-for-food programme and we did say at the time we announced the $2.6 billion that there would be one last transfer of funds once the books have been closed on the oil-for-food programme and a report to the board of auditors has been done.  But the bulk of the money has now all been transferred to that fund.  How it operates you can get from my office afterwards.  Bill?

Question:  Fred, what’s the current status of the selection process for the new High Commissioner for Human Rights?

Spokesman:  Moving along, but we’re not ready to make an announcement.  But people are being interviewed.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��BBC - Climate risk 'to million species'�*


� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��Reuters - Global Warming Threatens Mass Extinctions – Study�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Life" ��Discovery News – Study:  Quarter of Land Life Could Die Out�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Species" ��ABC Online - Global warming 'threatens 1 million species'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Land" ��Agence France Presse - Global warming threatens to kill off a quarter of all life on land by 2050�


� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��Japan Economic Newswire - War in Iraq devastating environment: UN report��


* This story also appears in Aljazeera.net, Terra, Wired News, Republicons.org and SBS


**Daily Nation – Bseieged chimpanzees killing children


**The People Daily – Sad Case of the Aral Sea demise
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