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PANA

UNEP marks Environment Day with photo competition

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - As part of the annual World Environment Day celebrations in Barcelona, Spain, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment.

Nineteen parallel launches in addition to Barcelona are planned in key cities and centres around the globe including Beirut, Buenos Aires, Dakar, Berlin, New York and Tokyo.

The competition, called "Focus on Your World" and centred on the theme "Celebrating Diversity" will run until 24 October 2004 and is open to all nationalities and ages.

Supporting the competition are Canon Inc., JAL (Japan Airlines), TIME Magazine, National Geographic Society and EarthReport/Television Trust for the Environment.

A Gold Prize of 20,000 US dollars will be awarded to the winner of the General category, which is open to applicants aged 25 years or over. There are also separate categories and cash prizes for "Youth" and "Children".

"The previous three competitions have proved highly successful, generating huge interest within the photographic world and significant public awareness of environmental issues globally," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer.

To restore Planet Earth, its people, wildlife and ecosystems back to health requires sound science, assessments and policies as well as "an unleashing of the human spirit with its capacity for compassion, fairness and respect," Toepfer intimated.

"I hope the pictures submitted for the fourth competition will, like those from the previous ones, help catalyse the political and social changes needed to reach our goals and targets on issues from water and sanitation to wildlife, waste and poverty reduction," he added.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ABS-CBNNEWS

June 8 2004

Wanted! Seas and oceans: Dead or alive?

By KLAUS TOEPFER
Executive Director of UNEP 

Seen from space, our planet is blue, testament to the oceans that cover 70 percent of its surface. We know this because of the billions of dollars that have been spent in recent decades exploring our solar system and beyond. The irony of this continuing passion for exploring humanity’s place in the universe is that there is a neglected and largely unknown frontier here on Earth about which we know too little. 

Earth’s seas and oceans remain largely a mystery. Sixty percent of the planet is covered by ocean more than a mile deep, the vast majority of which is unexplored. 

Yet, our ignorance is not preventing our blind exploitation of what we are increasingly learning is a fragile and finite resource. More than 70 percent of the world’s marine fisheries are now fished up to or beyond their sustainable limit. Across the world, diners are finding new species of fish on menus as traditional fare becomes ever more scarce, while artisanal fishing communities, which harvest half the world’s fish catch, are seeing their livelihoods increasingly threatened by illegal, unregulated or subsidized commercial fleets. At the same time, needlessly destructive fishing practices are killing hundreds of thousands of marine species each year and helping to destroy important undersea habitats. 

Another threat to marine life and to human health and livelihoods is pollution. Eighty percent of all pollution in the seas comes from land-based activities. Three-quarters of the world’s megacities are located by the sea, and 40 percent of the world’s population now lives within 60 km of a coast. 

Death and disease caused by polluted coastal waters cost the global economy $12.8 billion a year. The annual economic impact of hepatitis from tainted seafood alone is $7.2 billion. 

But it is not just coastal dwellers and industries that pollute the oceans. Rivers that run into the sea carry silt, untreated sewage, industrial waste and the assorted rubbish of consumers from far inland. Each year tons of discarded plastic products find their way into the oceans, killing hundreds of thousands of marine mammals and ocean-going birds, and untold numbers of fish. This waste is not only deadly, it is persistent. Animals killed by plastic waste decompose, but the plastic does not. Instead, it remains in the ecosystem to kill again and again. 

Also adding to the ocean’s woes are surplus agricultural fertilizers which, when washed downstream, are creating a growing number of coastal dead zones where algal blooms regularly consume all the oxygen in the water. 

Then there is global warming, which is raising sea levels and temperatures. Climate change threatens to destroy the majority of the world’s coral reefs, wreak havoc on the fragile economies of small island developing states, and devastate the lives of billions of people who live within range of the increasingly fierce and frequent storms, hurricanes and typhoons that are battering coasts worldwide. 

All these add up to a picture of an ecosystem in crisis. That is why UNEP (United Nations Environment Program) chose “Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?” as the theme for World Environment Day 2004. The message is simple. We have a choice: act now to save our marine resources, or watch as the rich diversity of life in our seas and oceans declines beyond the point of recovery. 

The good news is that not only is there increasing global awareness of the crisis facing our seas and oceans, there is also a growing commitment to do something about it. A series of time-bound targets was agreed by governments at the World Summit on Sustainable Development to improve fisheries management and develop an ecosystem approach to the sustainable development of the seas and oceans -- including the establishment of a representative network of marine protected areas and a regular process for reporting on and assessing the state of the marine environment. 

These targets complement the internationally agreed development goals contained in the Millennium Declaration. Reducing hunger and poverty, and improving the health, education and opportunities of people -- especially women and children -- throughout the world will go a long way to reducing the burden on the seas and oceans. 

UNEP is a key player in many of the mechanisms whereby these goals will be achieved. As well as participating in preparations for the Global Marine Assessment, UNEP has, in the past year, helped alert the global community about the role and status of crucial marine habitats such as seagrass beds, mangroves and cold- and warm-water corals, and the importance of increasing marine protected areas coverage from the current figure of less than one half of a percent of seas and oceans. These habitats will also benefit from the growing strength of the UNEP Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities and the UNEP-supported network of regional seas programs and action plans. 

However, none of the many plans for the restoration and sustainable use of the world’s seas and oceans will succeed without the active support of all sectors of society. Each year World Environment Day provides an op- portunity for individuals, communities, businesses, industries and local and national governments to focus on the world’s environmental challenges. This year the spotlight is on seas and oceans. Dead or alive? It’s our choice. 

ENVIRONMENT DAY:

Oceans Shipwrecked by Pollution and Indifference

Gustavo González

SANTIAGO, Jun 4 (IPS) - It is virtually irrelevant for the United Nations to dedicate World Environment Day this year to the conservation of the world's seas and oceans, because there is no real awareness of the severity

of pollution and over-fishing, environmental activist Marcel Claude told IPS.

Claude, vice-president of Oceana South America-Antarctica, based in the Chilean capital, said the U.N. decision was a step in the right direction, but is no more than an chance to momentarily place the plundering of ocean resources, which few seem to care about, on the global agenda.

''There is no real presence of the issue in the media, government agendas, or scientific research in the universities,'' said the economist, who specialises in the environment and development.

''Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?'' is the theme of this year's World Environment Day, commemorated on Jun. 5

''The world's seas and oceans are becoming increasingly tainted by untreated waste water, airborne pollution, industrial effluent and silt from inadequately managed watersheds,'' said U.N. Secretary-General Kofi

Annan in a statement issued ahead of World Environment Day.

''Marine litter is killing up to a million seabirds and 100,000 sea mammals and turtles each year,'' he added. ''With more than 40 percent of the human population already living within 60 kilometres of a coast, and the

proportion growing, these problems are likely only to increase.''

According to U.N. studies, 70 percent of marine species are over-exploited.  That proportion is also seen in the waters around Latin America, although in Chile in particular, Oceana believes that 95 percent of species are in a critical condition, said Claude.

''The pollution of the oceans by oil spills, mercury and persistent organic pollutants is steadily increasing, and humanity, people, are not fully aware of that,'' said the expert.

In a new report, Oceana underlines the need for urgent action to prevent the continued dwindling of the population of 70 percent of all fish species, which are threatened by overfishing.

The report also states that nearly 60 percent of the world's coral reefs are endangered by destructive fishing practices, while of the 126 species of marine mammals, 88 are included on the World Conservation Union (IUCN) Red List of threatened species.

Industrial fishing practices are the biggest culprits of predatory fishing.

''Drag fishing amounts to the veritable 'logging' of the ocean floor,'' Claude told IPS, referring to the technique by which heavily weighted nets are dragged along the ocean floor, pulling in fish and other animal and

plant species, while destroying everything in their path, including coral reefs.

The bycatch, which includes large volumes of fish that are discarded because they are too small or have no commercial value, leads to the annual global loss of around 20 million tons of fish -- or a full 25 percent of

the total global catch.

According to Claude, in Chile the bycatch can amount to as much as 80 percent of what is caught in the nets, and especially involves species like jurel (Caranx chrysos), Spanish sardine (Sardinella aurita), and anchovy

(Engraulis ringens).

But industrial fishing is not the only threat to the seas. In addition to oil spills and other pollutants is the contamination generated by the tourism industry's cruise ships and ocean-liners, also dubbed ''floating

cities''.

In six years the number of people travelling along the Chilean coastline aboard cruise ships has increased 500 percent, turning this tourist industry into a "critical environmental problem" because the preferred

disembarkation points are in Patagonia and Antarctica -- which also happen to have the most pristine waters and most fragile ecosystems.

"A typical cruise ship generates around six tons of garbage a day, 114,000 litres of sewage, 965,000 litres of dirty water from showers, sinks, washing machines, bathrooms and kitchens, 57 litres of toxic waste from

photo developing, dry cleaning and painting, and diesel emissions equal to 12,000 automobiles," according to Oceana.

The campaign carried out by Greenpeace, Oceana and other environmental groups against the trans-Atlantic cruises achieved some success this year, as the Royal Caribbean company installed sewerage treatment systems on all its ships and they are to be monitored regularly.

But to activists, positive steps like this might seem barely a drop in the ocean, so to speak.

For Claude and other defenders of the sea it is not a matter of only protecting ecological balance, but also of insuring sustainable use of marine resources for their contribution to the human food supply.

In this sense, support and encouragement for smaller fishing operations does not mean only focussing on what many countries identify as lower socio-economic sectors, but implies rational economic and environmental

efforts in a context of sustainability, he said.

The Oceana vice-president told IPS that in Chile's case, with its 4,500 km of coastline, fisherfolk have access to just 20 percent of the catch quotas, while the remaining 80 percent is assigned to four big business

groups.

"In Chile the fishing legislation is not in keeping with the free market, which ensures fair competition. Instead it protects those who pillage instead of supporting those who can carry out sustainable exploitation of

the resources and contribute to resolving food shortages," said Claude.

(END/2004)

News24.Com

Cold-water corals in danger

Paris - Cold-water corals, lesser known than their warm-water cousins, are much more widespread than previously thought but nevertheless face serious threat, the United Nations warned on Friday. 

Launching an appeal, the UN Environment Programme (Unep) said cold-water corals, unlike the warm-water type in the tropics, are usually found in depths between 200 and 1 000m and in waters of between four and 13 degrees. 

They can even occur in waters as deep as 6 300m. 

Cold-water corals build beautiful but fragile three-dimensional lace work structures, which are particularly vulnerable to damage from heavy deep-sea fishing gear. 

"Some reefs in the East Atlantic have already been destroyed, and most others show scars from trawling," Unep said in a written statement. 

The new findings are included in a report being published at an International Coral Reef Initiative meeting in Okinawa, Japan, between July 3 and 4. 

That is set to follow the 10th International Coral Reef Symposium which opens on June 28. 

"We are finding not only new species of corals and cold-water corals in new locations but associated organisms, like snails and clams, that were believed by palaeontologists to have become extinct two million years ago," said Andre Freiwald, professor at the German University of Erlangen-Nuremberg, who has led explorations. 

Cold-water corals grow at only a tenth of the growth rate of warm-water tropical corals. 

Targeted by trawlers 

Many of the fish species found living in and around cold-water corals are also slow growing and have lower reproductive rates than shallower living species such as herring and cod. 

These deep-water fish are increasingly being targeted as trawlers switch from traditional, depleted fishing grounds to deeper ones. 

"Other threats include impacts from oil and gas exploration and production, the laying of cables and telecommunications links and waste disposal," Unep said. 

The UN agency hopes the discovery that cold-water corals are more widespread will spur other nations to introduce measures to protect them by, for example, designating cold-water coral reefs within marine protected areas. 

A number of countries - Norway, Ireland, Britain and the United States - have begun implementing tighter protection. 

Six types of cold-water corals have been registered compared with more than 700 warm-water species. Cold-water corals are part of a group of organisms know as Cnidaria, which means stinging nettles and include anemones and sea pens. They are closely related to the species forming reefs in warm, tropical waters. 

Edited by Tisha Steyn

_________________________________________________________________________________________

El Financiero
Piden agilizar aprobación de proyecto de pesca
Ana Cristina Camacho S. - 

En el marco de la celebración del Día Mundial del Ambiente, el pasado 5 de junio grupos conservacionistas pidieron al Congreso costarricense agilizar la aprobación de las reformas a la Ley de Pesca y Acuacultura que permitan sancionar la pesca ilegal, el uso de instrumentos de pesca prohibidos, la captura y matanza de aletas de tiburón. 

La celebración sirvió para que entidades como Mar Viva vinculara esta fecha internacional con el 8 de junio que celebra el Día Mundial de los Oceános. Para ambas propuestas se requiere dar respaldo legal a este tipo de delitos por la pesca ilegal pues la Sala IV declaró inconstitucional en 1995 los delitos y sanciones por estas actividades. 

El Día Mundial del Ambiente fue instaurado por las Naciones Unidas en 1972 para abrir la apertura de la Conferencia de Estocolmo sobre Medio Ambiente Humano. Para este año el objetivo es mantener mares y oceános saludables y vivos alejados de la contaminación. 

Mar Viva recordó que aunque el 70% del planeta está cubierto por oceános y dentro de ellos está el 90% de la biomasa viviente, la mayor parte de la contaminación de mares y oceános se origina por actividades relacionadas en tierra. 

Aseguran que datos del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) indican que menos del 1% de los hábitats marinos están protegidos. En el caso costarricense, el 25% de sus aguas territoriales en el pacifico están protegidas y además creó el corredor marino de conservación desde el Parque Nacional las Baulas en Guanacasta hasta la Islas del Coco. Por otra parte, el país lidera un proyecto para crear un corredor marino de conservación que incluiría Islas de Coco, Coiba de Panamá, Malpelo y Gorgona de Colombia y Gálapagos de Ecuador. 

Para esta organización, Costa Rica debe asumir el compromiso de ejercer mayores controles para evitar la matanza de tiburones. "El aleteo es prohibido pero no en la práctica. Los altos precios que se pagan en los países asiáticos, han convertido al tiburón en presa de aquellos que comercializan sus aletas como manjar afrodisiáco", reclamó Mar Viva. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

 El Independiente (Argentina)

La ONU instó a las naciones a respetar los océanos

Madrid, (Télam-SNI).- En el marco del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, el secretario General de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU), Kofi Annan, convocó a los gobiernos, empresas y personas del mundo a demostrar un respeto renovado por los mares y los océanos de todo el planeta.

En su informe, la ONU apunta que 80 por ciento de la contaminación de las aguas marítimas se origina por actividades realizadas en tierra y tres de cada cuatro megaciudades del mundo están ubicadas junto a éstas. 

Durante la reunión realizada en Madrid, Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma), destacó que los mares y océanos siguen siendo un gran misterio, por descuido y falta de investigación, informa ayer la prensa española. 

"Los desechos plásticos causan la muerte de hasta un millón de aves marinas, 100 mil mamíferos e innumerables peces por año, señala el informe del Pnuma", cuyo lema para este 5 de junio es: "Se buscan. Mares y océanos. ¿Vivos o muertos?" 

Las criaturas oceánicas que mueren a causa del plástico se descomponen, pero el plástico no, permanece en el ecosistema y continúa matando, agrega el informe. 

"Si a ello se agregan los efectos del recalentamiento de la atmósfera ocasionado por los gases del efecto invernadero, que amenaza con destruir la mayoría de los arrecifes de coral del mundo, la situación de los ecosistemas marinos es alarmante, concluye el informe de Pnuma. 

Se requieren medidas urgentes para enfrentar esta crisis, involucrando a gobiernos, instituciones, organizaciones no gubernamentales y la sociedad en su conjunto, destacó la ONU. 

Además de la depredación pesquera, usualmente en manos de flotas comerciales ilegales, no reguladas o subvencionadas, Toepfer subrayó la contaminación de las aguas oceánicas, 80 por ciento de la cual procede de actividades realizadas en tierra.
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Liberation

Barcelone, au centre de la mer
vendredi 04 juin 2004 - 17:15 

Vendredi à Barcelone, à la veille de la journée mondiale de l'environnement, dix activistes de l'organisation écologiste Greenpeace ont escaladé de la plus célèbre cathédrale de la ville, la Sagrada Familia, pour y installer des banderoles affichant les inscriptions «Sauvez nos océans» en anglais et en catalan. Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) sera réuni samedi dans la cité catalane, pour alerter l'opinion sur l'état des mers et océans. Alors que le PNUE met cette année l'accent sur le corail des mers froides, menacé par la prospection et l'exploitation de minéraux et d'hydrocarbures, l'installation de réseaux sous-marins de câbles et autre oléoducs, ainsi que le rejet de déchets en mer (consulter le site du PNUE), Greenpeace réclame de son côté un moratoire immédiat sur la pêche en eaux profondes avec des filets traînants fortement lestés, qui «détruisent tout sur leur passage» –en particulier ces «coraux qui ont mis des centaines d'années à se développer»– et menacent «des milliers d'espèces». Il est impossible, affirme Greenpeace, de «continuer à exploiter les océans jusqu'à leur extinction».
La Journée de l'environnement a été créée par l'ONU en 1972 à l'occasion de la première conférence sur l'environnement à Stockholm.
(Libération.fr)
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

L’Express

PARIS (AFP - 07:32) - La "planète bleue" est-elle en passe de devenir une poubelle ? Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) a choisi d'alerter l'opinion sur l'état des mers et océans, à l'occasion de la Journée mondiale de l'environnement samedi.

La planète bleue tire son nom des mers et des océans qui occupent 70% de sa surface. Une définition poétique, pour une réalité qui l'est moins. 21 millions de barils de pétrole sont déversés chaque année dans les océans par les eaux de ruissellement des villes, les effluents des usines et le dégazage des pétroliers. Tous les ans, les déchets en plastique causent la mort d'un million d'oiseaux et de 100.000 mammifères marins.

10% des récifs coralliens sont irrémédiablement condamnés, et 40% sont en danger. Les mers tropicales ne sont pas seules concernées: sur nos côtes, l'excès d'azote libéré par les engrais et les déjections des élevages fait proliférer les algues, stérilisant la vie marine.

Principal responsable: l'homme, à travers la pêche, le tourisme, les pollutions. Les océans sont pourtant indispensables à sa survie: plus de 3,5 milliards de personnes tirent leur alimentation principale des mers, un chiffre qui doit doubler en 20 ans. 40% de la population mondiale vit près de côtes et en 2010, 80% des habitants pourraient vivre sur une bande littorale de 100 km de large, selon le PNUE.

"Nous ne pouvons plus considérer les mers et océans de la planète ni comme des décharges publiques, ni comme des réserves sans fond", met en garde le secrétaire général des Nations Unies Kofi Annan, dans son message à l'occasion de la Journée de l'environnement. Et de citer l'exemple des zones de pêche, dont 70% sont exploitées au-delà de leur capacité de renouvellement.
	[image: image1.jpg]



Pollution au Danemark à 120 km de Copenhague en mars 2001 
© AFP/Archives Soeren Steffen


Il y a moins de deux ans, la communauté internationale s'est engagée au Sommet de Johannesburg à mettre fin aux pratiques incompatibles avec une gestion durable des pêcheries, à reconstituer les stocks de poissons, et à créer un réseau de zones maritimes protégées à l'horizon 2012. Moins de 0,5% des habitats maritimes sont protégés aujourd'hui, contre 11,5% des terres.

Ces objectifs risquent toutefois de rejoindre au rang de voeux pieux les objectifs que s'était fixée la communauté internationale en 2000, visant à réduire la pauvreté et à favoriser l'accès à l'eau potable.

Sur le terrain, les gouvernements traînent les pieds. Ainsi, la réforme communautaire de la politique de la pêche donne lieu à de vives empoignades en Europe. Les stocks de grands poissons, tels que la morue, le thon ou l'espadon ont pourtant diminué de 90% au cours du dernier siècle.

Les gouvernements tardent aussi dans la lutte contre le changement climatique, dû aux émissions polluantes d'origine humaine. Le protocole de Kyoto adopté en 1997, qui ne représente pourtant qu'un tout petit pas pour réduire ces émissions, n'est toujours pas en vigueur, et a été rejeté par les Etats-Unis.

En attendant, "les changements climatiques menacent de détruire la majorité des récifs coralliens, d'anéantir les fragiles économies des petits Etats insulaires en développement, et de dévaster les vies de milliards d'individus qui vivent à portée des tempêtes, ouragans et typhons de plus en plus fréquents qui s'abattent sur les côtes dans le monde entier", relève le directeur du PNUE Klaus Toepfer.

La Journée de l'environnement du 5 juin, créée par l'ONU en 1972 à l'occasion de la première conférence sur l'environnement à Stockholm, aura pour cadre cette année Barcelone.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Voila.fr

Appel en faveur des coraux d'eau froide pour la Journée de l'environnement

04/06 

13:12  Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) a lancé vendredi un appel en faveur des coraux d'eau froide, moins connus que ceux des mers chaudes mais tout aussi menacés, à l'occasion de la journée mondiale de l'environnement du 5 juin.

Les coraux d'eau froide, contrairement à leurs cousins des tropiques, sont observés à de plus grandes profondeurs (200 à 1.000 mètres en moyenne) et dans des eaux comprises entre 4 et 13 degrés. On en trouve à des profondeurs abyssales, jusqu'à 6.300 mètres.

Ces superbes et fragiles structures sont particulièrement vulnérables à la pêche en eau profonde. Plusieurs récifs en Atlantique Nord ont déjà été détruits, et de nombreux autres sont abimés par le chalutage de fond, selon un communiqué publié vendredi par le PNUE.

Le rapport, qui constituera l'état des lieux le plus complet à ce jour sur les coraux d'eau froide, sera diffusé début juillet à Okinawa (Japon), à l'issue du 10e Symposium international sur les récifs coralliens.

"Nous découvrons non seulement de nouvelles espèces de coraux d'eau froides et de nouvelles localisations, mais aussi des organismes qui en dépendent, tels que des escargots et des palourdes, que les paléontologues croyaient disparus depuis 2 millions d'années", a souligné le professeur André Freiwald de l'Université allemande de Nuremberg, qui mène des missions d'exploration sur ces organismes.

Les coraux d'eau froide connaissent une croissance dix fois plus lente que ceux des mers chaudes. Les espèces de poissons qu'ils abritent croissent également lentement, et ont un taux de reproduction inférieur aux espèces vivant en eau moins profonde (tels que hareng et morue).

Ces poissons des profondeurs (hosplostète orange, lingue bleue, grenadier de roche, sabre noir, requins de profondeur), sont de plus en plus menacés par les chalutiers qui exploitent des zones profondes, du fait de l'épuisement des stocks dans leurs zones traditionnelles de pêche.

L'exploitation pétrolière off shore, l'installation de câbles sous-marins et d'oléoducs, les rejets de déchets en mer constituent autant de menaces. Le PNUE espère l'adoption par les pays de mesures de classement, telles que les zones de protection marines.

Certains pays (Norvège, Irlande, Royaume Uni, Etats-Unis) commencent à imposer des mesures de protection.

Six types de coraux d'eau froide ont été recensés, contre plus de 700 espèces en mer chaude. Les coraux d'eau froide sont des Cnidaria, une famille d'organismes vivants qui comprend l'ortie dioïque, l'anémone de mer et la méduse. Ce sont des parents proches des récifs des tropiques.

Le récif de coraux de mer froide le plus vaste a été découvert en 2002 au sud-ouest des Iles Lofoten, au large de la Norvège, et couvre 100 km2. Ces coraux sont présents au large de plus de 40 pays, qui sont loin de se limiter à l'hémisphère nord (Espagne, Surinam, Seychelles ...).

"Nous commençons à peine à comprendre où ces espèces vivantes se développent et le rôle qu'elles jouent dans la reconstitution de stocks de poissons de profondeur ou encore de la survie d'autres organismes marins", a souligné le directeur du PNUE Klaus Toepfer, qui craint la disparition de "nombreuses ressources", faute de protection.
Science News Online
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Dead Waters

Massive oxygen-starved zones are developing along the world's coasts

Janet Raloff

First in a two part series on dead zones in coastal waters 

Summer tourists cruising the waters off Louisiana or Texas in the Gulf of Mexico take in gorgeous vistas as they pull in red snappers and blue marlins. Few realize that the lower half of the water column below them may lack fish, despite the piscine bounty near the surface. For many years now, an annual dead zone has developed in the Gulf, beginning as early as February and sometimes lasting until mid-fall. This zone—water where the oxygen content is so low that denizens can't survive—tends to leave no surface clue. 

SUFFOCATING STRETCH. Map depicts 20,700 square kilometers of the dead zone in the 2001 Gulf of Mexico. The zone probably extends farther west, but researchers ran out of money before they could finish charting that area. Although the precise timing and size of the Gulf's dead zone varies with the weather, in many years it encompasses 22,000 square kilometers, a parcel of underwater real estate roughly the size of New Jersey. Fish that can evacuate as oxygen drops do so—although abandoning their home habitat may render them vulnerable to predators. Crustaceans and other seafloor life that can't leave fast enough simply die. 

There's no mystery as to what triggers this annual hypoxic zone, as the oxygen-starved region is formally termed. Into the Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi River deposits water that is heavily enriched with plant nutrients, principally nitrate. This pollutant fertilizes the abundant growth of tiny, floating algae. As blooms of the algae go through their natural life cycles and die, they fall to the bottom and create a feast for bacteria. Growing in unnatural abundance, the bacteria use up most of the oxygen from the bottom water. 

Dead zones tend to develop in quiet, deep water a few km offshore. Typically, they appear where a river spews rich plumes of nutrients into water that's stratified because of either temperature or salinity differences between the bottom and the top of the water column. If the water doesn't mix, oxygen isn't replenished in the lower half. 

The good news is that the Gulf's dead zone disappears each winter, observes Fred Wulff of the University of Stockholm. In the eastern Baltic Sea, where he works, a permanent dead zone covers up to 100,000 square km. Nasty blooms of blue-green algae in the Baltic also lead to regular beach closures and fish kills. 

Caused almost exclusively by human activities, coastal dead zones are becoming increasingly common and recurrent, observes Robert J. Diaz of the Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences in Gloucester Point. His group finds that the number of major dead zones has been roughly doubling every decade since the 1960s. 

On March 29, the United Nations Environment Program issued its first Global Environment Outlook Year Book, a volume highlighting issues requiring urgent attention. The report drew notice to the increase in major coastal dead zones. After examining unpublished data by Diaz' team, the U.N. body concluded that there are some 150 recurring and permanent dead zones in seas worldwide. 

Over the past century, "overfishing was the leading environmental issue affecting our seas," Diaz says. "In the new millennium, it's going to be oxygen." 

How low? 

Fully oxygenated waters contain as much as 10 parts per million of oxygen. Once oxygen falls to 5 ppm, fish and other aquatic animals have trouble breathing. Sharks begin vacating areas with 3 ppm of oxygen, while most other fish can hold out until about 2 ppm. Sediment dwellers that can't leave a hypoxic zone begin dying at around 1.5 ppm. 

In some dead zones, oxygen hovers at 0.5 ppm or lower for months. 

SHELL SHOCKED. Carcass of crab that didn't escape a hypoxic event in the Gulf of Mexico.Rabalais


Marine ecologists have documented both large and small dead zones in U.S. coastal waters throughout the past decade. Diaz and his coworkers wanted to extend the findings worldwide. During the past several years, they scoured many years of marine-science reports for indications of large dead zones. 

Sixty-eight large, persistent, and recurring dead zones spanning the world's seas were reported for the first time during the 1990s. Most, Diaz says, appear to be ecosystems that had at that time just reached their breaking point. The problem of dead zones is escalating rapidly and globally, he concludes. 

His team is now investigating whether recurring dead zones are mushrooming in size or impact. Making such assessments won't be easy, he concedes, because even for the best-studied sites, the dead zones in the Gulf of Mexico and the Mid-Atlantic region's Chesapeake Bay, quantitative data remain meager. 

Nancy N. Rabalais, an aquatic ecologist with the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium in Chauvin, has been trying to fill in some gaps. She's been mapping the Gulf of Mexico's dead zone for roughly 20 years. 

When spring rains scour farm fields as far upstream as Ohio, Minnesota, and Montana, spilling huge quantities of nitrogen into the Mississippi, it's only a matter of weeks before the oxygen concentrations in the Gulf begin to respond. "Once a decline starts, it goes from about 5 [ppm] to close to 0 in about 7 to 10 days," Rabalais says. 

Shrimp and bottom-dwelling fish tend to evacuate into a halo around the periphery of the hypoxic zone, she notes. This hasn't escaped the notice of fishing fleets, which sometimes fill their landing quotas of commercially valuable catch by trawling the edges of a dead zone. 

However, such fishing success can mask a pending catastrophe, Diaz warns. In Europe, he recalls, "fishermen were laughing at scientists in the mid-'70s," when the latter cautioned that hypoxia was threatening bottom-dwelling aquatic life in the eastern end of the North Sea separating Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. Harvests of Norwegian lobsters, for instance, remained robust through 1978. 

The next year, however, these shellfish and the area's many bottom-dwelling fish were gone. The earlier bumper crops had reflected landings of oxygen-stressed animals that had left their burrows and other familiar turf to breathe easier, Diaz explains. 

Fishing for indicators 

Although scientists haven't observed fish dying in the Gulf of Mexico, J. Kevin Craig of Duke University in Beaufort, N.C., may be seeing harbingers of an impending crisis in brown shrimp (Farfantepenaeus aztecus), the Gulf's highest-valued species. He has investigated two parameters of the animals' health: size and lipid content. 

Brown shrimp, the cash cow of the Gulf, isn't dying in hypoxic zones but appears to be suffering some ill effects.


Over the past 3 decades, the average size and therefore price of Gulf shrimp has been falling, Craig notes. His data also show that the concentration of lipids in a shrimp's body—representing the energy stores these animals carry—tends to be 20 to 25 percent lower in animals caught in low-oxygen areas than in those caught in fully oxygenated water. The combination of factors suggests that hypoxia slows the animals' growth, the aquatic ecologist says. 

By contrast, Craig's team found "no obvious negative effects of hypoxia on growth or lipid content of the Atlantic croaker [Micropogonias undulatus]." Although this bottom-dwelling finned fish, as shrimp do, migrates just beyond the dead zone when oxygen concentrations plummet, its lipid concentration doesn't suffer. Also, its average size hasn't diminished over the years during which the Gulf of Mexico dead zone has grown. 

In fact, Craig says, since the displaced fish normally hovers at the edge of hypoxic zones—where many other evacuees also hang out—croakers may actually benefit from the oxygen crisis. To a predatory croaker, he speculates, the edge of the dead zone is "like a smorgasbord." 

Denise Breitberg of the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center in Edgewater, Md., has witnessed a similar dichotomy of dead-zone winners and losers in the Chesapeake. Anchovies (Anchoa mitchilli), for instance, spawn in surface waters, releasing eggs that sink to the sediment. If the eggs land in a hypoxic area, they'll die. 

On the other hand, Breitberg has found that the Bay's gelatinous species—its comb jellies (Mnemiopsis leidyi) and stinging sea nettles (Chrysaora quinquecirrha)—are quite tolerant of hypoxia. "Both can survive for several days at 0.5 [ppm oxygen], a habitat from which finfish are excluded," she reports. 

Breitberg worries that a growing dead zone in the bay each summer is creating a habitat that favors jellyfish over the commercially valuable finfish, crabs, and oysters. Despite the nation's most aggressive state and local efforts to curtail nutrient releases into local waters, last year's dead zone in the Chesapeake was the largest ever measured. 

Gulf course 

Accounts describing occasional bouts of hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico date back to 1884, when a Mobile, Ala., newspaper reported a "jubilee"—a prolonged, anomalous run of fish and crabs into the shallows at Mobile. According to Diaz, although the reporter recommended that local citizens avail themselves of this "gift from God," it and subsequent jubilees almost certainly stemmed from the runoff of plant nutrients from farms and towns, which led to marine organisms' fleeing a new dead zone. 

For U.S. ecologists, a nagging question today is how much reduction in nutrient inputs to the Gulf of Mexico must occur for its dead zone to shrink substantially. Over the past few years, Don Scavia of the National Ocean Service in Silver Spring, Md., has developed a computer model of the annual Gulf dead zone. By correlating river inputs with the dead zones that Rabalais has mapped since 1985, Scavia's team calculated relationships between freshwater flow, the Mississippi's nitrate content, and the Gulf's oxygen concentrations. 

Then, the team ran the model backward, plugging in annual measurements for the past half-century of nitrate concentrations, the annual cycle of the Mississippi's flow, and weather data. The calculations indicate that dead zones didn't become large, annual phenomena until the mid-1970s, says Scavia, who is currently the director of the Michigan Sea Grant program in Ann Arbor. But now that it's perennial, the hypoxia phenomenon will be hard to vanquish, the model also indicates. 

By running the model forward in time, Scavia's team analyzed how much farmers and other polluters in the Gulf watershed—an area covering 41 percent of the lower 48 states' area—would have to scale back their nitrogen releases to limit the zone to an annual average of just 5,000 square km., a target set by the federal government 3 years ago. The researchers' conclusion: a 40 to 45 percent annual cutback in the nutrient releases. 

That nitrogen reduction is daunting, says Robert W. Howarth of Cornell University. "Over the past 20 years, nitrogen pollution in coastal waters has increased pretty steadily, about 1 percent per year," he notes. A biogeochemist, Howarth chaired a National Academy of Sciences committee that studied nutrient pollution in coastal waters and 4 years ago issued a report finding that the problem, affecting almost all U.S. coastal waters to some degree, was so serious that urgent national action was imperative. 

To date, Howarth tells Science News, because the federal government currently seeks only voluntary controls on nutrient runoff, there hasn't been much action. In fact, budget cuts are reducing the already-scheduled monitoring. 

Murky future 

Instead of getting better, the Gulf's dead zone could quickly get a lot worse, says Scavia. "There comes a time when the fisheries collapse," he says. Not only will commercial harvests plummet, but fish and shrimp reproduction will also drop off. In some cases, a commercially popular fish might completely disappear. 

Unfortunately, he says, no one knows how close the Gulf is to that point. It might take a year, or it could take 2 decades. The problem, Scavia notes, is that once a hypoxia-fostered collapse starts, "it happens fast" and can be devilishly hard to reverse. 

Laurence Mee of the University of Plymouth in England knows the problem well, having studied just such a transformation in the Black Sea. There, a recurring summer dead zone emerged in 1973, fueled by heavy fertilizer use in Eastern Europe. Mee says that from the beginning, the huge dead zone—at times much bigger than the Gulf's—fostered a change in the Black Sea's ecosystem. Commercially valuable and heavily harvested fish such as turbot declined, while "junk fish" such as gelatinous species began to dominate, Mee says. 

Every summer, algal blooms darkened much of the Sea's water, shading sea grasses and seafloor algae, which died. As this important food source and habitat for fish disappeared during the 1980s, a "huge [seafloor] ecosystem, which was certainly the size of Belgium or the Netherlands, disappeared in the space of about 4 or 5 years," Mee says. 

An alien species—comb jellies hitchhiking on ships from the Chesapeake Bay—then took over (SN: 7/4/98, p. 8: http://www.sciencenews.org/pages/sn_arc98/7_4_98/bob1.htm). By 1991, Mee notes, "There were about 1 billion tons, wet weight, of comb jellies in the Black Sea." This mass of inedible invertebrates exceeded the weight of the entire world's commercial fish catch, he says. 

A short time later, a bigger alien comb jelly—also from the east coast of North America—invaded the Black Sea and began dining on the out-of-control smaller jellies. This improved the environment because the resulting biomass of big jellies was smaller than that of the initial invaders. 

In an odd twist, the Black Sea's ecology is now showing signs of recovery. For instance, new recruits are reviving some dead-mussel beds. Moreover, Mee points out that in the Black Sea, "hypoxia events are very rare now." 

What happened, he explains, was that with the fall of Communism, economic strains in Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Romania, and Bulgaria sharply reduced agricultural spending on fertilizer. Therefore, nitrate runoff into the Black Sea plummeted in the 1990s. 

But economic collapse or reduced farming is a poor strategy for controlling dead zones. Instead, Mee argues, "We should learn to be a little more clever about how we do our agriculture, so that we limit the runoff of those nutrients." 

Next week: Limiting the dead zones. 

GreenBiz.com

New Initiative Creates Partnerships on Water Projects Across Africa
Source GreenBiz.com 
URL: http://www.greenbiz.com/news/news_third.cfm?NewsID=26827
MAPUTO, Mozambique, June 7, 2004 - The World Economic Forum has launched a new matchmaking service designed to create public-private partnerships for the delivery, conservation and management of water projects in Africa. President Joaquim Alberto Chissano of Mozambique inaugurated the new project on the opening day of the Africa Economic Summit 2004 in Maputo. 

At the launch of the Africa Water Project Exchange, President Chissano and Gugu Moloi, CEO of Umgeni Water, together with other prominent actors, will start a "play pump", a merry-go-round that allows children to pump water for their school while they play. The maintenance of the play pump is assured by business advertisements on four sides of an elevated water tank. This is one of the innovative projects to benefit from the Africa Water Project Exchange. The World Economic Forum also announced a number of partnerships that were set up through the Project Exchange. 

In Maputo, the World Economic Forum will announce the first group of particularly promising water project partnerships in the Exchange. These will include projects in Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Malawi, Tanzania, Kenya, and Swaziland. The Africa Water Project Exchange is already facilitating the following projects: 

· Strengthening the Joint Water Commission between Swaziland and Mozambique with private and public involvement 

· Sustainable management model for the Songwe river catchment area, including introduction of payment for ecosystem services (Tanzania/Malawi) with business and community involvement 

· Large-scale water optimization program for 16 bottling plants with direct benefits and involvement of local communities (Nigeria) 

· Development of an ecotourism hub in south-east Africa to preserve 
the environment and benefit local communities 

· Water-recycling project in industrial development zones and sustainable industrial water use (South Africa) 

· Provision of water and sanitation services in rural areas through partnership between water providers' local authorities and NGOs (African country to be determined)

Each day throughout the Africa Economic Summit, one of the projects selected from the most innovative proposals received will be highlighted at the meeting. 

Speaking at the launch, Gugu Moloi, CEO of Umgeni Water, a South African water utility, said, "I am proud to represent an African company that helped to make the Africa Water Project Exchange a reality. Any business depending on water for its operation will want to invest in water protection. By bringing such businesses together with a local authority, an NGO or an aid agency working in the same watershed, the Water Project Exchange can help to make this investment a sustainable one. Through the Africa Water Project Exchange, Africa will pioneer this new approach. I invite businesses, aid agencies, international financial institutions, local authorities and NGOs to come forward and match their efforts through the Africa Water Project Exchange." 

For Klaus Schwab, executive chairman and founder of the World Economic The initiative is co-chaired by two private sector companies, Alcan Inc., the global leader in aluminum, packaging and aluminum recycling, and RWE/Thames Water, the world's third largest water company. Umgeni Water, a South African water utility, spearheads the Africa Water Project Exchange. 

Travis Engen, CEO of Alcan Inc., says, "At Alcan, we now know that whether we are managing a watershed or a harbor, we have an inescapable duty to the larger community. Today no nation, no company, no individual has the right to create wealth at any cost." 

"Working in a broad partnership with each partner doing what they do best will reduce risk, which is the biggest obstacle to work where the needs are greatest and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals," says Bill Alexander, CEO of RWE/Thames Water. "Philanthropy won't be enough. To achieve real scale we need a new business model." 

The Africa Water Project Exchange is the first regional component of the Water Project Exchange, the main component of the Water Initiative of the World Economic Forum. Using the Forum's unique convening power, the Water Project Exchange will assist actors from all sectors in identifying partners with whom they might cooperate in carrying out projects in water and watershed management, creating a win-win situation for all concerned. This type of partnership was recognized by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 as a way to move towards a sustainable way of life on earth. 

Healthy watershed ecosystems such as forests, wetlands, pasture and floodplains ensure the availability and quality of water. Degradation of these ecosystems will mean increased water costs and possibly business disruption. Water supply and sanitation companies may have to invest in expensive filtration plants, while food and manufacturing companies, such as water bottling companies, may have to relocate. For tourism, the lack of well-maintained ecosystems and shortages of water supply often spell economic duress. 

Investing in water and watershed protection and thus ensuring that ecosystems can continue to provide the services beneficial to businesses therefore makes good business sense. All over the world, businesses are investing in water demand management. 

But investment alone is not enough. Efforts to protect water and watersheds must be anchored within the local population, and benefit local communities and the environment, if they are to be truly successful. Partnerships between businesses and other sectors will help achieve such mutual supportiveness. This is what the Water Project Exchange aims to achieve. The World Economic Forum's Water Initiative is itself an innovative partnership: its key partners include Alcan Inc., RWE/Thames Water, Umgeni Water, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, the World Bank and the World Conservation Union, the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit, the World Bank, the World Conservation Union, the United Nations Environment Program, and the Global Environment Facility. __________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

New Land Use Standards Offset Global Warming With Sensitivity 
WASHINGTON, DC, June 7, 2004 (ENS) - For the first time a set of standards has been drafted for certifying land use projects that reduce global warming while conserving the environment and alleviating poverty at the same time. The new standards are offered by the Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA), which says the "multiple benefit" approach incorporates climate, environmental and social issues in a way that addresses shortfalls in existing climate strategies based on land use. 

A governments and corporations work to offset their greenhouse gas emissions, the CCBA intends the new standards to serve as a sustainability guide in the same way as forest stewardship certification or marine stewardship certification do today. 

Poor quality land management can hasten climate change, damage ecosystems and harm community livelihoods. An inferior project such a plantation of non-native trees may block migratory routes of key species and illegally evict local people. 

"Integrated projects are the most immediate and realistic solutions to combat biodiversity loss, reduce poverty and fight climate change," said John-O Niles, CCBA project manager. "The standards will help the private sector and government funding agencies identify multiple benefit projects that solve three pressing global problems." 

Some inferior projects will cause harm, while others may cause tradeoffs between climate change mitigation, sustainable development and biodiversity conservation. 

Resident of the Indonesia island of Sumatra protects native forest lands. (Photo courtesy ICRAF)
These new standards are practical considerations such as an appropriate legal framework and cannot abuse basic human rights. The project will not encroach upon private property, community property or government property, and there are no land tenure issues. No one will be forcibly evicted. 

The new standards have the support of CCBA members including BP, Conservation International, GFA Terra Systems, the Hamburg Institute of International Economics, Intel, The Nature Conservancy, Pelangi, and SC Johnson. 

"We hope this first draft of the CCB Standards will stimulate a broad set of comments and perspectives from around the world," said Michael Dutschke, staff member with the Hamburg Institute of International Economics. "With a wide range of input, the next draft of the standards will be an improved, collaborative effort that includes the views of stakeholders outside the original members of our Alliance." 

Other institutions helping refine the standards and ensure broad input include the World Agroforestry Center (formerly ICRAF) in Kenya, the Centro Agronomico Tropical de Investigacion y Ensanansa (CATIE) based in Costa Rica, and the Center for International Forestry Research based in Indonesia. 

Community managed pine plantation in Arunachal Pradesh, India (Photo courtesy Government of Arunachal Pradesh)
The Climate, Community and Biodiversity (CCB) Standards is aimed at helping companies, conservation organizations, governments and international funding groups to efficiently identify cost-effective carbon emission reduction projects that also have a positive impact on biodiversity and local communities. 

The standards are designed for projects that mitigate or adapt to climate change. Climate change land use projects reduce or prevent emissions by methods such as conservation of threatened ecosystems. They may sequester carbon through ecosystem restoration, reforestation, agro-forestry, and afforestation; or they may develop substitutes for fossil fuels such as bioenergy projects. 

The standards also can evaluate land management projects outside of the climate change arena. They can be used in developing, developed or emerging economies and can be used for projects with private investment, public investment or a combination. 

"The CCBA offers Intel the opportunity to efficiently address several important global issues in one organization," said Terry McManus, Intel Fellow, Intel Corporation. 

The scoring system will look at three integrated categories:

· Climate Change: The climate standards identify a variety of factors to quantify the amount of carbon emissions reduced or absorbed by land based projects including baselines, additionality, leakage, monitoring and the permanence of the climate benefit. 

· Community: The community standards identify land-based carbon projects that involve local communities in the design and operation of land management projects and produce real and verifiable benefits for project communities. 

· Biodiversity: The biodiversity standards identify projects that enhance landscape management by restoring and/or maintaining local plant and animal species populations, their associated genetic variability, and their habitats, restoring and/or maintaining biological connectivity, and conserving or enhancing water resources.

The new standards have been opened up for global peer review and comment. All parties interested in reviewing and commenting on the standards can do so online at: www.climate-standards.org. 

Community groups, non-profit organizations, companies, academics, government agencies and individuals are encouraged to review this draft and suggest improvements. All types of comments are welcome - critiques, improvements, specific language changes and comments on the overall structure. A review team will consider comments and revise the standards accordingly. The review team includes the original authors and three world class advising institutions. 

"With international input from the private sector, conservation community and academia, we can ensure that the CCB standards are more than just an academic exercise, but rather a practical tool that will produce real conservation and community outcomes," said Michael Totten, Conservation International's Senior Director of Climate. "Broad based feedback from all stakeholders will only further strengthen the work that has been done." 

The first stage of the public comment period runs from today through July 15. Field-testing and a second round of comments will take place later this year.
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UNEP/UN in the news

UNEP marks Environment Day with photo competition 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - As part of the annual World Environment Day celebrations in Barcelona, Spain, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment. Nineteen parallel launches in addition to Barcelona are planned in key cities and centres around the globe including Beirut, Buenos Aires, Dakar, Berlin, New York and Tokyo. The competition, called "Focus on Your World" and centred on the theme "Celebrating Diversity" will run until 24 October 2004 and is open to all nationalities and ages. Supporting the competition are Canon Inc., JAL (Japan Airlines), TIME Magazine, National Geographic Society and EarthReport/Television Trust for the Environment. A Gold Prize of 20,000 US dollars will be awarded to the winner of the General category, which is open to applicants aged 25 years or over. There are also separate categories and cash prizes for "Youth" and "Children". "The previous three competitions have proved highly successful, generating huge interest within the photographic world and significant public awareness of environmental issues globally," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer. To restore Planet Earth, its people, wildlife and ecosystems back to health requires sound science, assessments and policies as well as "an unleashing of the human spirit with its capacity for compassion, fairness and respect," Toepfer intimated. "I hope the pictures submitted for the fourth competition will, like those from the previous ones, help catalyze the political and social changes needed to reach our goals and targets on issues from water and sanitation to wildlife, waste and poverty reduction," he added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044703&dte=04/06/2004
General Environment News

Mauritius marks World Environment Day 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritian Prime Minister Paul Berenger has launched a national campaign for the protection of a marine park established in the country's southern town of Blue Bay as part of activities to mark the World Environment Day. Berenger Saturday recalled government's commitment to protect the country's fragile ecosystem for generations. He said the country was lucky to have a relatively unpolluted Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), with a huge fishery, tourism and renewable energy potential. The Prime Minister said part of the campaign was against sand extraction and announced an investment of 10 billion rupees (about 370 million US dollars) over 10 years to extend the island's drainage system. He also hinted on a regional plan to fight oil spills in the Indian Ocean area.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044927&dte=06/06/2004
Kenya gets touch on marine polluters 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Ahead of World Environment Day, environmental law enforcers in Kenya on Friday demanded operators of beach tourists resorts in Mombasa to submit their affluent waste disposal methods and environmental risk assessment reports in three months or face court prosecution. In giving the ultimatum to hoteliers, National Environmental Management Agency (NEMA) director general, Ratemo Michieka also vowed touch actions against shipping firms that spill oil in the territorial waters of Kenya. The beach hotels, which offer services to some 1.1 million tourists visiting Kenya, must show a comprehensive sewerage treatment and disposal system and produce an environmental risk assessment report in three months or face prosecution under a 1999 statute that makes polluters responsible for the act, Michieka said. "There is a law which says any oil spills must be cleaned by the transporters. We will ensure they clean it up and we are in the process of legislating a new oceanic pollution law that will help us deal with it better," Michieka told journalists in Mombasa.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044799&dte=04/06/2004
Minister Laments State of Marine Environment

This Day (Lagos): Minister for Environment, Col. Mande Bala (Rtd) has expressed dismay over the activities of Nigerians towards the sustenance of the marine and coastal environment, which he said has endangered the sustainability of the marine environment. Bala stated this at the Foundation for Environmental Development and Education in Nigeria (FEDEN) symposium tagged "Sea and Ocean Towards A Sustainable Heritage". Bala explained that the Nigerian coastal and marine environment is being endangered by continuous discharge of domestic sewage, industrial effluents, petroleum hydrocarbons, dredging wastes and agricultural run-offs. "These have reduced the value of our marine resources for recreation, artisan and industrial fishing and transportation. Moreover, the environmental pressures are increasing at an alarming rate because of rapid urbanization and industrialization in our coastal settlement plus intensive oil exploration in the Niger Delta, which threaten fish stocks, birds and the fragile mangrove ecosystems," he stressing that the coastal pollution should be addressed properly because of the economic and ecological importance of the aquatic habitat to the economy. He called on Nigerians to ensure that wastes are disposed-of in an environmentally sound manner, industrial wastes are properly treated before discharge, rational and environmentally sound management of coastal areas and the abolition of indiscriminate dumping at the sea

by ships.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406050657.html
Pupils Clean Their Environment

BuaNews (Pretoria): Hundreds of pupils and their educators have packed the streets here in the Eastern Cape, wearing protective gloves and carrying plastic bags in a move to clean their environment. This is in a weeklong campaign to mark World Environment Week that coincides with World Environment Day on 5 June. Leading the pack is the Holy Cross Senior Secondary, one of the schools in the province renowned for its interest in environmental issues. The school is also the first to have an environmental club and has been in the forefront of organizing the campaign. Campaign coordinator Unathi Sihlahla said the move was intended to clean up the whole town, something that could have positive spin-offs for tourism in the province. The learners were also imparting information to the people about the significance of environmental week. They had brief sessions on different streets, urging people not to pollute the environment by disposing litter in dustbins. They also intended to have this campaign once a month until the Umtata community had acclimatised to the importance of a clean environment, turning the town into one of the cleanest in the country.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406030511.html
Photographic Exhibition On Country's Environment Reality

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): A three-day photographic exhibition on the country's environment reality was organized, as part of an event to celebrate the World Environment Day, being commemorated in June 05. Discussions on the importance of the assessment of the environmental impact to the maintenance of maritime environment and the protection of Angolan Sea coast are part of the programme. http://allafrica.com/stories/200406050284.html
World leaders reiterate commitment to renewable energy 

Saint-Denis, Reunion (PANA) - A Reunion delegation led by Vice-President Philippe Berne participated in an international conference which ended in Bonn, Germany at the weekend, on renewable energy, official sources said in Saint-Denis. In a declaration, participants reaffirmed their commitment to increase the share of renewable energy in the global energy supply. They also reiterated their "engagement to halve extreme poverty by 2015," one of the UN Millennium Development Goals, by developing access to and supply of energy to developing countries. The participants also stressed the need to establish coherent regulatory and policy frameworks to encourage the growth of markets for renewable energy technologies. Representatives of World Regional Network, created by world leaders including Reunion's President Paul Verges, also took part in Bonn meeting, a follow-up to the sustainable development summit held in Johannesburg, South Africa. Reunion was invited to present a regional report on renewable energy, the sources added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044937&dte=06/06/2004
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bahrain 
Serious pollution threat to marine environment

Month-long interactive programme launched

Bahrain joined the rest of the world in celebrating World Environment Day yesterday with the launch of an ambitious month-long interactive programme of quizzes, contests and informative lectures that will help the general public understand the theme of this year’s celebration, “Wanted Dead or Alive – Our Seas and Oceans”. Coming on the heels of last year’s theme emphasising the need to conserve water, the celebration puts the spotlight firmly on Bahrain’s marine resources. However, despite efforts to stress the positive aspects of the Kingdom’s environmental strategies, experts say the real picture is rather grim. More than 90 per cent of Bahrain’s population now lives along the Kingdom’s coast and this coastal population is expected to increase according to a recent extensive study conducted by the Arabian Gulf University. The pressures of rapid urbanisation has led to Bahrain’s land mass increasing in recent years through land reclamation and dredging of coastal areas. 

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Sea ports’ renovation under way
Entries invited for BD5,000 GCC best environment project prize Renovation of various sea ports all over the country is in full gear, said Director of Fisheries, Jassim Al Qasser. Following a tour to a number of sea ports in Muharraq – that included Raas Riya and Al Dair – Al Qasser said that work on some of these locations began in April. This move comes in the framework of the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife’s strategy towards developing these areas to serve the fisheries sector. 

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp 

Call for better coastal management
Although nearly 90 per cent of Bahrain’s population is based around its coastal areas, only 8 per cent of the Kingdom’s beaches are accessible to the public and 92 per cent are held by private owners. This has put tremendous strain on the coastal and marine environment, said leading environmentalist, Dr Saeed Abdullah, General manager of Al Reem for Environmental Consulting, write Meera Ravi and Tushal Bhadang. “Only eight per cent of the island’s beaches are accessible to the public, the rest are all privately owned. In order to help sustain our marine and coastal areas, the environmental authorities in Bahrain must do more to adopt the widely-recognized Integrated Coastal Area Management (ICAM) programme for marine eco-system management. In fact, ICAM should be made a mandatory programme for private beach owners as well, especially in light of the fact that the majority of our coastal areas are privately-held. I believe that the main thrust of our environmental management must be from government agencies. Ordinary citizens can help by being aware of the environmental issues and the threats posed by mismanagement, but enforcement must come from government. ”Meanwhile, the Kingdom does not have any freshwater resources left in its territorial waters, said Dr Abdullah. “Whatever underground sources of sweet water we had, were depleted due to pollution of the water table. Land reclamation destroyed the sweet water springs in Bahrain’s territorial seas and the tragedy is that this is an irreversible damage that cannot be undone,” he said. He said it was difficult to ascertain the level of pollution in the seas and oceans surrounding Bahrain, but the coral reefs, marine organisms, animals and plants have all reduced in numbers which is proof of a slowly depleting marine eco-system. His call for urgent affirmative action was endorsed by the President of the Bahrain Women’s Society, Dr Wajeeha Al Baharna, who represented the Kingdom last year in an international environment meet to mark World Environment Day. She commented that parents and teachers need to play an active role in teaching children at a young age to value of the environment. “The key to sustainable development lies in three factors, environmental, social and economic. It is a tricky situation to achieve a balance between the three but it has to be done and is possible only through cooperation between the government sector, private sector and the NGOs” she said.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Expo marks 'green' celebrations

CELEBRATIONS to mark the World Environment Day continued last night with an art exhibition held at the Bahrain Arts Society in Budaiya. It was held under the theme of the United Nations Environmental Programme event Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive! Almost 150 photographs and drawings went on show at the one-night exhibition organised by the Public Commission for The Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, the Bahrain Environment Society and the Bahrain Arts Society. It was opened by society's honorary president and Nationality, Passports and Residence Affairs Under-Secretary Shaikh Rashid bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.The exhibition showed the work of 40 children, aged six to 14, who took part in an art workshop held in Ras Hayyan last Thursday. A judging committee comprising three members from the arts society's Photography Club chose the three winners for the photography section of the show, who were presented with prizes. The rest of the participants were given a certificate in recognition of their work. The commission is also holding a competition which involves 30 questions relating to marine resources and the diversity of its wildlife. Participants who answer all 30 questions correctly will win a cash prize of BD50 each. Questions are published daily in national newspapers, including the GDN.The commission is also organising an art competition based on recycling, which is being held in collaboration with the Southern Governorate's youth committee and the Supreme Council for Women. Applicants must be 15 to 25 years old and their work must not exceed 100cm x 50cm in size. Entries are to be handed in by June 26 at the Southern Governorate, in Awali, or to the commission's public relations and enviro-media department, in Salmabad.The competition's results will be announced at the What Do Young People Need From Environmentalists? conference, which is scheduled to take place at the Crowne Plaza, on June 28, from 8am. It is open to the public.The commission is also organising a seminar for specialists and environmentalists on marine resources in Bahrain. It will be conducted by the commission's fisheries and marine resources director-general Jassim Al Qaseer.The seminar is due to take place at the conference hall of the General Directorate for the Protection of the Environment and Wildlife, in Salmabad, on June 15 from 10am.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=83498&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27078
Environment Day quiz set

A COMPETITION run by the Public Commission for The Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife gets under way today to mark World Environment Day, which is also celebrated around the world today.It is based on the theme of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) event, which is Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? The competition consists of 30 questions all relating to marine environment and the diversity of its wildlife.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=83426&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27077
Spreading the green word...  

ALBA celebrated World Environment Day yesterday by inviting its employees to take part in a far reaching campaign to beautify Bahrain and increase environmental awareness.

As part of the campaign, Alba began distributing free tree saplings to employees who can then choose to plant them either within the smelter or at their own homes.

A total of 500 tree saplings, which together can cover an area of more than two hectares, will be distributed during the two-day campaign, which ends today.

Alba waste management and beautification acting head Abbas Arafat said the campaign aims to enhance employee awareness of the importance of environmental protection programmes.

"Alba invests heavily in protecting the environment and this campaign allows employees to contribute - directly and on a personal level - to the beautification of the smelter and Bahrain, in general," said Mr Arafat.

Alba has long implemented pioneering environmental protection programmes and, having achieved the Environmental Management System standard ISO 14001 in 2000, continues to maintain its uncompromising stance on environmental issues, added Mr Arafat.

As part of this year's Environmental Day celebrations, Alba will also host a tree planting ceremony later this week where Alba chief executive Bruce Hall and employees who contributed to Alba's Greenery Programme will plant an additional 50 trees at the smelter site.

"Alba has invested an average of between BD60,000 and BD80,000 every year on the programme and today boasts more than 40,000 square metres of greenery with more than 2,500 trees and shrubs thriving at and around the smelter." 
http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=83563&Sn=BNEW
UAE
UAE PITCHES MIGHT BEHIND GREEN BRIGADE

The UAE joins the international community in celebrating World Environment Day (WED) on June 5, a subject that has been gaining strength with every passing year, ... thanks to the vision of none other than the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who first advocated environmental protection and turned the desert into a blooming oasis. The country's several environmental agencies come together to pledge their allegiance to keeping the Emirates clean and green. City Times checks out some of the initiatives at the forefront this year.

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), is organising a host of activities this year under the theme for WED 2004 which is : "Wanted! Seas & Oceans - Dead or Alive?"

"The theme asks that we make a choice as to how we want to treat the earth's seas and oceans, and also calls on each and ever one of us to act. It also poses a question that begs an answer : Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive, or polluted and dead?" said Gayatri Raghwa,  Lead Environment Education Officer at ERWDA. 

She pointed out that this year ERWDA is commemorating the day by organising various activities with schools, students and fishermen.

"On June 5, ERWDA is organising a march with 60 students holding placards from Al Noor Indian Islamic School and the Abu Dhabi Indian School (ADIS), with messages about saving the seas written in the Urdu, Arabic, Gujarati, and English languages, for the fishermen to understand. The students will try to communicate to them in their own languages, to make them comprehend the hazards of polluting the seas, and the impact it would have on their livelihood," Gayatri said. She noted that this would be followed by a clean up of the shore area and the debris, jointly by the fishermen, students and ERWDA officials.

ERWDA is also supporting a series of activities at ADIS, for the primary and middle school students to commemorate the day, including the Environmental Film Show, drawing and colouring competition for students, collage work and a short story competition, all revolving around this year's theme.

Other UAE-based organisations like the Emirates Environmental Group (EEG), Environment Friends Society (EFS), and several multinationals are also planning a series of campaigns and clean-ups in connection with the day.

At an international level, UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer both called on governments, businesses and individuals worldwide to show renewed respect for the oceans and seas.

"The facts are clear. The world's seas and oceans are becoming increasingly tainted by untreated waste water, airborne pollution, industrial effluent and silt from inadequately managed watersheds. Nitrogen overload from fertilizers is creating a growing number of Oxygen-starved "dead zones" in coastal waters across the globe. Marine litter is killing up to a million seabirds and 100,000 sea mammals and turtles each year. With more than 40 per cent of the human population already living within 60 kms of a coast, and the proportion growing, these problems are only likely to increase. Moreover, despite the growing reach and intensity of commercial fishing operations, total global fishing catch is declining. Nearly three quarters of world fish stocks are being harvested faster than they can reproduce," Annan said in his message.

He noted also that less than two years ago at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, governments had committed to time-bound goals to end unsustainable fishing practices, restore depleted fish stocks, establish a regular global assessment of the marine environment, and create a representative network of marine protected areas by 2012.

Klaus Toepfer said 70 per cent of the world's marine reserves are now fished upto their sustainable limit. He also lamented that  80 per cent of all marine pollution came from land-based activities.

"Three-quarters of the world's mega cities are located by the sea, and 40 per cent of the world's population now live within 60 kms of a coast line, death and disease caused by polluted water costs the global economy US $ 12.8 billion a year," he said.

UNEP said the city of Barcelona in Spain would be celebrating the main international event on WED this year, as part of its five-month long Universal Forum of Cultures, being hosted by the Barcelona City Council, the Catalan Autonomous Government, and the Spanish Government.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=citytimes&xfile=data/citytimes/2004/june/citytimes_june34.xml
ERWDA organises clean-up campaign in Abu Dhabi

ABU DHABI - The UAE will join other countries of the world today to celebrate the World Environment Day 2004. 

The event, commemorated each year on June 5 is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action. 

The World Environment Day is a people's event with global participation. It has previously been celebrated in many ways, with people all over the world getting involved in street rallies, bicycle parades, concerts, school activities and tree planting as well as recycling and clean-up campaigns.

In Abu Dhabi, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), in collaboration with Abu Dhabi Educational Zone is organising today a daylong programme including an educational programme to spread awareness among fishermen regarding marine pollution, according to Gayatri Ragwa, environmental education officer at ERWDA.

The Emirates Diving Association (EDA) has recruited members and volunteers to gather as of on Friday at Martini Rock located on the east coast of the country.

EDA is also undertaking a WED sticker campaign, uniting the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and EDA's logos, promoting the drive.

UNEP agenda for the World Environment Day is to give a human face to environmental issues; empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues; and advocate partnership which will ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=citytimes&xfile=data/citytimes/2004/june/citytimes_june34.xml
Municipality organises events to mark World Environment Day

DUBAI - A number of events have been organised in Dubai to mark the World Environment Day, which will be observed the world over today. 

This year the theme of the globally celebrated event is Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? which aims at the protection of increasingly threatened marine environment.    

Dubai Municipality has announced that it has prepared a programme to be held today to mark the event.

According to Hamdan Al Shaer, Director of the municipality's environment department, the civic body aims to use the campaign to call on the public to respect environment and work for its preservation. In line with the call by the United Nations to preserve seas and oceans, the municipality and other concerned authorities are directing efforts for the protection of marine environment in the emirate. 

The municipality usually marks the World Environment Day by way of conducting clean-up campaigns, awareness drives, festivals, competitions, plantations campaigns and waste recycling drives.

As part of its commitment to protection of environment the municipality has enforced laws to preserve environment, including Federal Law No. 23 of year 1999 and Federal Law No 24 of year 1999, in addition to several local and administrative orders in this regard.

During 2003, the civic body organised 2,999 inspections at fishermen's villages, factories, fish markets and shops to ensure compliance to its various regulations which it issued to preserve fisheries resource in its coastal waters.

As a step in this direction the municipality last year brought recreational fishing under its jurisdiction and issued 1,138 permits for individual  and 315 for commercial fishing.

Special care is afforded to marine environment of the emirate, including regular cleaning of the Dubai Creek, introduction and implementation marine vessels regulation programme, monitoring the water and soil for pollution, and awareness drives on the negative practices that harm the marine environment. Last year the civic body cleaned the Dubai Creek, Hamriya Port, Al Mamzar beach and collected a staggering 651 tonnes of waste.

Civic body organised marine patrols in Dubai's coastal areas which resulted in penalising 471 people and establishments for law violations during 2003. In addition to this, the municipality published last year 1,500 brochures providing marine environment related information in four languages.

As a result of the municipality's concern for marine life that fishing of turtles and dugongs and extraction of coral reefs have been banned and the dumping of industrial affluent in the sea has also been prohibited.

The Emirates Diving Association (EDA), in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and backed by a team of dedicated volunteer divers, is launching two mooring buoys at the Martini Rock on the UAE's East coast. Created by the EDA and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the buoys are being launched to minimise anchor damage in the area.

According to Ibrahim Al Zu'bi of the EDA, the association's team travelled to the East coast on May 31 to meet officials and place the foundations of the mooring buoys at the chosen location. 

"EDA regards every day of the year to be a 'World Environment Day' and we should strive to create awareness about marine environment on a daily basis. We shall be holding other activities throughout the year," Mr Al Zu'bi said.

Explaining the theme for the event, Mr Al Zu'bi, who is a professional diver himself, said, "The theme asks that we make a choice as to how we want to treat the seas and oceans. It also calls on each and every one of us to act. Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or polluted and dead?"

He said that EDA's agenda is to help give a human face to environmental issues, empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development, promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues, and advocate partnership, which will ensure all nations and peoples, enjoy a safer and more prosperous future.

In addition to the mooring buoys, EDA will also try to attract the attention of local authorities explaining the importance of the dive site and present a proposal, that the association recently wrote to the Sharjah Ruler's Court appealing to declare Martini Rock as an officially protected area (marine reserve).

Meanwhile, the Majid Al Futtaim has announced that it will provide the EDA with financial backing through this year as part of the establishment's commitment to sustainable development

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june105.xml
Civic body to protect beaches
DUBAI - Dubai Municipality will implement a plan to protect Dubai's beaches as part of its effort to achieve sustainable development. 

Hamdan Al Shair, Director of Environment Department at the municipality, said the role of the civic body is to preserve the open beaches and protected areas, construction of entertainment establishments and services at the beaches.

In order to protect the maritime environment, the civic body has established protected areas in Dubai and the municipality has appointed inspectors as judicial officers to investigate violation of laws pertaining to public utilities and services at the beaches.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june77.xml
Sharjah takes tough line on dumping of car parts
SHARJAH - Violations of municipal environment regulations will be dealt with firmly and offenders penalised and subjected to legal action, Yihya Ramadan, Head of the Environment Protection Section of Sharjah Municipality, said yesterday. 

Mr Ramadan's call follows the registration of several serious violations by owners and labourers of garages in the industrial areas of the emirate. According to sources at the civic body, garages have been violating municipal regulations by dumping car parts at various areas in Sharjah.

"The municipality has registered several violations by owners and labourers of garages in the industrial areas. A number of warnings have been issued and the civic body's inspectors have closed down several garages for violating the existing regulations," Mr Ramadan pointed out. 

Shedding light on the section's role in spreading awareness on environment protection, he noted that the municipality has installed several boards at different areas of the city to enhance awareness and involve public in the municipal efforts for preserving the environment.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june71.xml
Boats parade Creek to mark environ day
DUBAI - In a bid to raise environment awareness among the public particularly the sea-faring community, Dubai Municipality, in cooperation with several government departments and cruise operators, organised a 'marine carnival' in the Dubai Creek.

As many as 19 boats have participated in the carnival parade which started from the Dhow Wharfage near Al Maktoum Bridge to the mouth of the creek and back. 

The boats paraded included those of the municipality, the Ports and Customs Department, Rescue Wing of Dubai Police, Civil Defence, Coast Guard, and tourism companies. 

"The gesture was aimed at raising awareness among people who use the creek about the marine environment. We have put up a large balloon at the Dubai Municipality's marine cleaning boat with the slogan of this year's World Environment Day which reads: 'Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?' The boats were also adorned with revolving lights to draw attention of the public and sirens were blown," said Mohammed Abdul Rahman Hassan, Head of the Natural Sanctuaries and Marine Unit at the Environment Department of Dubai Municipality. 

He said the carnival was organised as a joint initiative by all government bodies that use the creek and the coastal areas of the emirate. 

The municipality usually marks the World Environment Day by way of conducting clean-up campaigns, awareness drives, festivals, competitions, plantations campaigns and waste recycling drives. 

As part of its commitment to protection of environment, the municipality has enforced laws to preserve environment, including Federal Law No. 23 of year 1999 and Federal Law No. 24 of year 1999, in addition to several local and administrative orders in this regard. 

During 2003, the municipality organised 2,999 inspections at fishermen's villages, factories, fish markets and shops to ensure compliance to its various regulations which it issued to preserve fisheries resource in its coastal waters. As a step in this direction, the municipality last year brought recreational fishing under its jurisdiction and issued 1,138 permits for individual and 315 for commercial fishing. 

Special care is afforded to marine environment of the emirate, including regular cleaning of the Dubai Creek, introduction and implementation of marine vessels regulation programme, monitoring the water and soil for pollution, and awareness drives on the negative practices that harm the marine environment. Last year the civic body cleaned the Dubai Creek, Hamriya Port, Al Mamzar beach and collected a staggering 651 tonnes of waste.

In addition to this, the municipality published last year 1,500 brochures providing marine environment related information in four languages. 

As a result of the municipality's concern for marine life that fishing of turtles and dugongs and extraction of coral reefs have been banned and the dumping of industrial affluent in the sea has also been prohibited.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2004/June/theuae_June155.xml&section=theuae&col=

Unep, Zayed environment prize ink MoU

DUBAI - The Zayed International Prize for the Environment and the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) yesterday signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to enhance technical and scientific cooperation between them.

The MoU was inked by Dr Mohammed Ahmed bin Fahad, Chairman of the prize's higher committee and Dr Mahmoud Abdul Rahim, Unep's Regional Director, West Asia Chapter.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2004/June/theuae_June140.xml&section=theuae&col=

http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1086362653394&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
Sustainable projects needed to reduce environment wastes 

The city lacks awareness campaigns and environment projects to cope with increasing waste production, an activist said during World Environment Day celebrations.

"The authorities are falling short in implementing sustainable solutions, especially in waste management and water conservation," the environmentalist, who asked not to be named, said yesterday.

"Public awareness is another issue not tackled well, especially among the youth. It is heartbreaking to see how easily they dump cans and other waste at open beaches."

More than a year has passed since the Abu Dhabi Municipality announced it will start a solid-waste management plan involving residents, aimed at separate garbage collection. 

The plan's objective was to minimise waste generation and separate it at the source to maximise its potential for reuse and recycling, ensuring appropriate disposal in accordance with the waste type. 

After more than three years since the first technical trial, however, the plan has not been implemented. 

"Public education on reducing, reusing and recycling waste should start at once, especially among the youth, for positive long-term results. People should be made aware of the importance of recycling for environmental protection and human health," Abdullah bin Khalifa Al Qubaisi, general manager of the Abu Dhabi Compost Plant, told Gulf News more than a year ago urging authorities to implement the initiative. Despite repeated queries, nobody was available at the municipality yesterday to comment. 

Meanwhile, the Environmental Research and Wild-life Development Agency (Erwda) yesterday celebrated the World Environment Day under the theme 'Wanted! Seas and Oceans – Dead or Alive?' 

"The theme wants us to make a choice how we want to treat seas and oceans," said a spokesperson. "It also calls on all of us to act. Do we want to keep the seas healthy and alive or polluted and dead?" 

The organisation held a series of activities with Abu Dhabi schools to raise awareness among the population, specially children. Fifty students marched with fishermen in Mina Zayed to raise awareness.

Students from Al Noor Indian Islamic School and the Abu Dhabi Indian School held placards with messages about saving the seas written in Urdu, Arabic, Gujarati and English. They spoke to fishermen, followed by a clean-up campaign of the shore by the fishermen, students and Erwda officials.

Erwda is also supporting a series of activities organised by Abu Dhabi Indian school for primary and middle school students, including an environmental film, drawing and colouring competitions and a short-story competition all on the same theme.

http://www.gulf-news.com/
Kuwait 
‏   
GCC Sustainable Development Committee begin their meetings on the wildlife protection convention

‏بدء اجتماعات اللجنة الدائمة لاتفاقية المحافظة على الحياة الفطرية بمجلس التعاون 
‏اكد المدير العام للهيئة العامة للبيئة الدكتور محمد ‏   ‏الصرعاوي اليوم أهمية إعادة تأهيل الحياة الفطرية في دول مجلس التعاون الخليجي ‏   ‏واستخدامها على نحو قابل للاستمرار. ‏   ‏ وقال الدكتور الصرعاوي في كلمته بافتتاح الاجتماع الثاني للجنة الدائمة ‏   ‏لاتفاقية المحافظة على الحياة الفطرية ومواطنها الطبيعية في دول مجلس التعاون ‏   ‏الخليجي الذي تستمر أعماله ثلاثة أيام أن التنوع الاحيائي في المنطقة "يواجه ‏   ‏العديد من الضغوط نتيجة لنشاطات التنمية السريعة التي شهدتها بلادننا في العقود ‏   ‏الماضية بعد اكتشاف النفط". ‏   ‏ وأضاف "نتطلع الى الدور الذي تقوم به اللجنة الدائمة في مجال التنسيق بين دول ‏   ‏المنطقة لتوحيد المواقف ووجهات النظر في المحافل الدولية ولاسيما في مشاركاتنا في ‏   ‏اجتماعات الاتفاقيات الدولية المتعلقة بالمحافظة على التنوع الاحيائي وإبراز ‏   ‏المنطقة بالصورة الحضارية التي تعكس اهتمامنا بالتراث الطبيعي للمنطقة". ‏   ‏ وأشاد الدكتور الصرعاوي بإمكانيات وكفاءة أعضاء اللجنة ومقدرتهم على التنسيق ‏   ‏والاستفادة من الخبرات والكفاءات الوطنية في المؤسسات المعنية في المنطقة ولاسيما ‏   ‏البحثية والأكاديمية في كافة مجالات المحافظة على التنوع الاحيائي. ‏   ‏ 
من جهته قال ممثل الأمانة العامة لمجلس التعاون الدكتور فهمي العلي ان فكرة ‏   ‏اتفاقية المحافظة على الحياة الفطرية ومواطنها الطبيعية جاءت بمبادرة من الهيئة ‏   ‏الوطنية لحماية الحياة الفطرية وانمائها في دول المجلس إدراكا من البلدان ‏   ‏الخليجية لأهمية الحياة الفطرية وتنميتها. ‏   ‏ وأضاف أن الأمانة عملت على تطوير الاتفاقية بصورتها النهائية وتشكيل فرق عمل ‏   ‏على مدار السنوات الماضية موضحا انه تم إقرارها من قبل الوزراء المسؤولين عن ‏   ‏البيئة بدول المجلس واعتمادها من المجلس الأعلى.
 http://www.kuna.net.kw/Story.asp?DSNO=638629
The Japanese Environment Team proposed a report about his visit to Al Shoaiba Factories in 17th of June

‏الفريق الياباني البيئي يقدم تقريرا حول زيارته لمصانع الشعيبة في 17 الشهر الجاري ‏   

‏اعلنت الهيئة العامة للبيئة اليوم ان الفريق ‏   ‏الياباني الذي زار المصانع في منطقة الشعيبة الغربية سيقدم تقريرا فنيا يشمل اهم ‏   ‏توصياته.‏   ‏ وابلغ مدير ادارة العلاقات العامة بالهيئة احمد الموسى وكالة الانباء الكويتية ‏   ‏(كونا) ان الفريق الياباني سيحدد خلال اجتماعه مع اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية ‏   ‏للبيئة لغرفة التجارة الذي سيعقد في طوكيو في 17 الشهر الجاري اهم التوصيات ‏   ‏والنتائج وانسب الاجهزة كفاءة لكل نشاط صناعي.‏   ‏ يذكر ان اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية للبيئة تعتبر احدى اللجان التى انبثقت عن ‏   ‏اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية لرجال الاعمال حيث تتركز مهامها في بحث افضل السبل ‏   ‏التي يمكن ان يتم من خلالها التعاون بين البلدين في مجالات حماية البيئة.‏   ‏ 
http://www.kuna.net.kw/Story.asp?DSNO=638405
The CAMRE Bureau meets in Rabat

‏المكتب التنفيذي لمجلس وزراء البيئة العرب يعقد اجتماعه المقبل بالمغرب ‏   

يعقد المكتب التنفيذي لمجلس وزراء البيئة العرب ‏   ‏اجتماعه المقبل في المغرب خلال الفترة ما بين 16 و18 يونيو الجاري.‏   ‏ ويبحث المكتب في اجتماعه العديد من اوراق العمل حول الوضع البيئي في الوطن ‏   ‏العربي واستراتيجيات العمل من اجل انتاج زراعي وصناعي نظيف. ‏   ‏ وافادت الاذاعة المغربية اليوم ان وزارة البيئة المغربية ستقدم خلال هذا ‏   ‏الاجتماع ورقة حول الادارة المندمجة للمخلفات الصلبة والسائلة بالوطن العربي ‏   ‏لنظرا للاهمية البالغة لمعالجة المخلفات الصلبة والسائلة في دعم تفعيل خطة برنامج ‏   ‏الامم المتحدة للبيئة في المجال.

http://www.kuna.net.kw/Story.asp?DSNO=638017
Lebanon 
World Environment Day highlights local crisis
Activists insist that authorities take concrete measures
Experts say the government has fallen short in its handling of environmental issues
BEIRUT: In spite of celebrating World Environment Day (WED) on June 5, environmental activists say the government should develop sustainable solutions to reverse what they say has become an environmental crisis.

A year after WED 2003 they say that - except for hosting conferences under the patronage of a largely ineffective Environment Ministry - the government has fallen short in its handling of environmental issues.

"WED is a folklore. We should not be celebrating," said Habib Maalouf, a local environmentalist.

Environmental activists are pleading with the authorities to take determined measures to handle the different aspects of the crisis - including solid waste, air pollution, quarries and water pollution.

Solid Waste:

For almost a year now, the solid waste crisis has been the most complicated and costly environmental issue the country has ever seen.

"The most recent decision taken by the Cabinet during its last meeting was to remove from its shoulders the burden of choosing the locations of landfills in each qada; shifting such a decision to the private solid waste treatment companies - to be selected following a tender," Maalouf said.

Questions over a new location for landfills, and the methods used for treating solid waste, were raised after the government decided on Aug. 15 of last year to break its contracts with the two treatment companies - Sukleen and Sukomi - and hire new companies, despite having no national strategy on the table.

But since then the government has not decided on either the locations or the number of landfills needed.

"The last decision of Cabinet's environmental committee was to establish 20 landfills nationwide and 50 treatment centers," said Maalouf, also a member of the National Campaign for Solid Waste Management, which was established last November by more than 70 non-governmental organizations to tackle the solid waste issue.

The Cabinet committee reached a dead end when it discovered that landfills could not be established in each qada, notably Kesrouan and Beirut. They therefore decided to leave such a decision to the private company that would replace Sukleen and Sukomi.

"This is a catastrophe. If the Cabinet is helpless in making such a decision, then it should be asked to resign," Maalouf said.

Another main problem is that the government has yet to decide on its solid waste management strategy.

According to the Greenpeace campaigner in Lebanon, Wael Hmaidan, the government is handling Lebanon's waste in landfills without implementing a zero waste management policy, which relies on the reuse, recycling and composting of waste.

If the government decides to deal with the solid waste issue, it should take into consideration the treatment costs.

Maalouf said Lebanon would have to pay around $600 million if it wants to deal with past solid waste problems, and that is without spending on the upcoming treatments.

"The government should pay around $300 million to Sukleen and Sukomi for breaking the contracts, and another $300 million to establish the 20 landfills and 50 treatment centers," he said.

Additional costs would be incurred for the treatment of previous landfills, such as the Bourj Hammoud and Sidon sites. 

"The treatment of the Normandie landfill in Beirut cost the government $106 million alone," Maalouf said.

Quarries:

Sand and gravel quarries were banned following a government decision last year. However, similar to most decisions concerning environmental issues, the ban did not save Lebanon's land reserves.

Facing a panic from construction companies following the decision, the price of sand and gravel increased continuously throughout the year, producing a crisis for consumers. 

Meanwhile, illegal sand and gravel quarries continued to operate after the decision, preventing environmentalists from protecting a disappearing land reserve.

The Cabinet asked the Environment Ministry on Jan. 31 to draft a master plan within a month that would organize the operation of sand and gravel quarries while designating certain criteria for quarry owners to do business under a licensed permit.

According to the Association for Forest Development and Conversation program officer Monir Bu Ghanem, the ministry has still failed to issue its master plan.

Since then, the ministry has repeatedly announced its willingness to design a master plan based on decentralization, which means establishing quarries in each governorate.

Ghanem said the plan was merely a "distribution of political shares," rather than an identification of the correct locations for quarries.

Environment Minister Fares Boueiz was unavailable for comment.

Water:

Several factors have been polluting Lebanon's water over the past year, but experts say they do not have adequate numbers showing the level of water pollution. 

Water expert Nicolas Gharib said groundwater is polluted by a high number of pesticides, used by farmers, as well as wastewater dumped in wells. 

"Lebanon lacks a study showing the exact numbers for water pollution, but if one looks at the factors polluting the sea, one can easily say that seawater is highly polluted," he said.

Although the government is now building several water treatment networks in different areas such as Sidon, Beirut, Tripoli and Zahle, in the meantime wastewater is released into the sea.

The sea is also polluted by the several dumps built on the coastline - notably in Sidon and Bourj Hammoud - where the solid wastes' leachate is directly thrown into the sea.

Additionally, the Beirut slaughterhouse is still polluting the sea in the absence of a composting plant that treats animals' residues. Animal blood, skins and intestines are still thrown in the sea.

‏   ‏ 
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=4859
Apathy and neglect take their toll on the environment

People do care, but most believe there is not much they personally can do

BEIRUT: Although more and more Lebanese are apparently becoming aware of the price they have to pay if the environment is not protected, citizens are still not getting involved in the kind of proactive initiatives that can broadly help improve the quality of Lebanon's land, air and water.

Meanwhile, mountains, consumed by quarries, vanish, while others made of waste rise across the landscape. 

Scandals seem like regular occurrences - from hospital waste left in residential areas to poisonous industrial emissions. The list is long.

"When we talk about the destruction of the environment we talk mainly about long-term impacts," said Wael Hmaidan of Greenpeace Lebanon. "People think that by moving their waste out of their house it has vanished. But it will come back to them or their children, years later. It is about the polluted air that we breathe and the unhealthy water we drink, the effect is not immediate but it catches up to us years later."

Hmaidan deplores what he sees as a lack of environmental interest among Lebanese: "It actually depends on the areas and how pollution affects people's everyday lives. Villagers from Chekka (North Lebanon), for instance, are involved because they are directly affected by industrial waste."

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=4860
Yemen 
Taiz water crisis still waiting for a solution
TAIZ - The water crisis started in Taiz, Yemen’s third-largest city, in the early ‘90s, reaching a climax in 1995 due to a rapidly shrinking water table and a lack of wells providing water for the city. The problem worsened rapidly because of booming population growth.

Since 1995, Taiz has struggled under the burden of an oppressive water shortage. The Yemen Observer met with Adel Mugharef, the General Manager of the Taiz Local Corporation for Water and Sanitary Disposal, to discuss what progress has been made in finding a solution to the problem. 

Training course on integrated assessment concluded

SANA’A - The Environment Protection Authority has concluded a training course on integrated environmental assessment. The four-day course was organized by the Ministry of Water & Environment with the Bahrain-based office of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) for Western Asia. 

The course brought together 30 representatives from different authorities. According to Adel Fareed, the Regional Coordinator of the UNEP for Early Warning and Environmental Assessment, the program is a question of helping countries assess their environment and draft systematic reports about its status so that decision-makers can benefit from their reports when making decisions. 

“The UNEP also works to install a cooperative and regional network in the field of integrated environmental assessment, empowering countries to write environmental reports that correspond with major reports issued regularly by the UNEP,” said Fareed. 

Dr. Asmaa Ali, an assistant professor at the College of Higher Studies at Arab Gulf University, the level of environmental information varies from country in terms of quantity and quality. 

“It varies according to the organization in charge of reporting about the environment. Some countries have organizations that gather accurate and precise data about the environment thanks to their equipment and efficiency. Yemen is a country that has less efficient organizations to monitor the environment or a network to monitor the air which is clearly polluted,” she said.

She said she hoped that she would find in her next visit to Yemen that it has such a network. “Without environmental data, no certain figures can be given about the environment.” 

Dr. Ali believes it is imperative to have cooperation among the countries of the region so that data and analyses of environmental conditions can be exchanged. 

“Yemen is pioneering in preparing a report about the conditions of the environment. The report of Yemen was even of use to the other Arab countries,” said Ahmed Abdul-Rahim, the Database Director of the Regional Environment Center for the Arab World and Europe.

“The longstanding cooperation between the UNEP and our center is oriented toward creating Arab reports that meet international specifications in reflecting the conditions of the environment.”

Dr. Asmaa Ali, Ahmed Abdul-Rahim, and Adel Fareed all lectured in the four-day training course. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_862.html
Marine environment protocols to be inked 

SANA’A - Abdul-Ilah Banajah, Secretary-General of the Regional Authority for Protecting the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, has said that member countries in the authority will ink two protocols on protecting the marine environment from pollution. 

He added that the authority is working to prepare a program of environmental monitoring in the region.

In his remarks, Banajah added that the program will be implemented through allocating specific tasks for each member country in the authority as a first step in the process of collecting information, then looking for funds to implement the program.

He pointed out that the authority’s recent achievements include the separation of navigation channels in the southern Red Sea between Bab Al-Mandab and the Hunaish Archipelago. 

Future plans include implementation of a full administration for coastal areas in the Governorate of Aden, which was approved by the Cabinet. 

Banajah explained that the aim of his first visit to Yemen since being appointed Secretary-General of the authority was to meet Yemeni officials and discuss projects being implemented. 

He said that environmental efforts in the region are still in their beginning, but achievements have been made, especially recently, such as the cooperation of member countries in signing a regional agreement on protecting the environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden and an agreement on an oil pollution protocol. 

He also pointed out the coordination between similar authorities and international environmental organizations in countries of the region.

Meanwhile, the authority has organized a workshop on environmental communication in Aden. During the four-day workshop, participants received lectures from development workers in the field of environmental communication in countries located along the Red Sea and Aden Gulf. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_861.html
New theories in the water treatment crisis

SANA’A - International water specialist Dr. Mohammed Abdul-Razaq, the representative of UNESCO in Cairo, said that integrated administration of water resources has become a political theory that must be implemented as soon as possible to protect the rights of coming generations to sources of pure water, whether on the surface, underground, or from rain. In a conference being held in Cairo under the patronage of UNESCO and bringing together scientists and specialists of more than 40 countries, Dr. Abdul-Razaq declared that UNESCO calls for independent administration of each kind of water resource, but the assembled scientists preferred the principle of integrated administration. They said this principle must be applied in the Arab region to confront the water shortage problem being caused by many different reasons, including increases in population, geographical issues, poor administration and maintenance, and corrosion of water networks.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_860.html
UNDP and Italy team up for sustainable development in Socotra

SANA’A - A partnership financing agreement was signed recently at the M0inistry of Planning & International Cooperation between the UNDP and the Italian government for supporting sustainable development and preservation of biodiversity on Socotra, designated last year a UNESCO Man & Biosphere Reserve. According to the agreement, the Italian government will provide €2.5 million, while the UNDP will provide $2.5 million in addition to $383,000 to be presented by the Yemeni government in concrete financial support. This program came as a continuation of the UNDP’s comprehensive project concerning the protection of the environment and elimination of poverty on the island of Socotra. Under the UNDP-sponsored program, the Italian government provided $600,000 between 2000-02. The UNDP project in Socotra is considered to be one of the most successful such projects in the entire North Africa and Middle East region. The project also aims to promote the concept of the human development and preserve the biodiversity in the Socotra archipelago, which enjoys both local and international fame. The program supports the Government of Yemen in developing the national economy in the tourism industry, fishing industry and protection of the nature conservancies in the island of Socotra. The Government of Italy has proved its commitment to the partnership in preserving the unique environment of Socotra. It has increased its financial assistance for social and economic development of the people of the island and the preservation of biodiversity. The agreement was signed by the Ambassador of Italy to Yemen and the Resident Representative of the UNDP in the presence of Minister of Planning & International Cooperation Ahmed Sofan and Deputy Minster of Water & Environment Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Hamdi. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_859.html
President visits Bura’a Nature Reserve

RAIMAH - During his visit to the Bura’a Nature Preserve, President of the Republic Ali Abdullah Saleh stressed the importance of taking care of the protectorate and providing the required services to attract tourists. He pointed out that the protectorate has a number of distinguished features and diversity. The president also opened the second phase of a transfer barrier project and irrigation channels in Wadi Siham worth YR 350.5 million, financed by the government in cooperation with the European Union. The project irrigates about 3,700 hectares. About 12,000 agricultural families will benefit from the project, aimed at improving agricultural productivity and increasing the income of farmers in the region. The project consists of a 100-m long concrete transfer barrier, a main floodgate and filters, a basin, a spillway outlet, a clearance facility at the end of the basin, a 420-m long earthen security barrier and five main control gates. Facilities were also built to transfer irrigation water from the north bank to the south bank of the valley. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_858.html
Financing partnership for Al-Mahweet water project

Al-MAHWEET - A special training course on running rural water projects was organized recently by the Governorate of Al-Mahweet in cooperation with the GTZ. Twenty trainees and representatives of local societies took part. The training course aimed at informing the participants of systematic means of modern management, and its basic components for the general management of rural projects. 

Secretary-General of the Mahweet Local Council Ali Ahmed Al-Zaikim pointed out the importance of organizing such training courses, which are aim at providing the participants with a range of information about the modern management of rural water projects and environmental protection issues, as well as how to distribute environmental awareness among society. An agreement for a special partnership was inked recently between the local council and the GTZ for the financing of water projects in villages of the western areas of Al-Mahweet for $100,000. The projects include water pumps and network lines that link all the villages to be provided with drinking water. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_857.html
Oman 
World Environment Day celebration in Sultanate of Oman 
السلطنة تحتفل بيوم البيئة العالمي 

احتفلت السلطنة صباح امس ممثلة بوزارة البلديات الاقليمية والبيئة وموارد المياه وجميع البلديات التابعة لها بمختلف المناطق بيوم البيئة العالمي تحت شعار (البحار والمحيطات مطلوبة حية او ميتة) الذي يوافق الخامس من يونيو من كل عام في ذكري انعقاد اول مؤتمر عالمي عن البيئة تحت رعاية الامم المتحدة في مثل هذا اليوم من عام 2791 بمدينة استوكهولم بالسويد.

وبرنامج الامم المتحدة للبيئة الذي ينظم الاحتفال بهذه المناسبة سنويا يختار لها في كل عام شعارا يكرس لخدمة احدي قضايا البيئة والتنمية التي تهم دول العالم وجاء اختياره هذا العام للبحار والمحيطات في اشارة ودعوة صريحة الى ضرورة مواجهة ما تتعرض له من مخاطر التلوث واستنزاف مواردها الطبيعية وتدمير انظمتها الايكولوجية حيث تغطي البحار والمحيطات 0/090 من سطح الارض وتضم اكثر من0/070 من كتلة الكوكب الحيوية.

http://www.omandaily.com/
Palestine 
فلسطين تشارك في مؤتمر المياه العالمي على البحر الميت في الأردن
Palestine participating in the International Water Conference of the Dead Sea in Jordan

شاركت فلسطين في أعمال مؤتمر المياه العالمي، الذي عقد في البحر الميت في الجانب الأردني، خلال الفترة من 29 أيار وحتى الرابع من حزيران، تحت شعار "نحو إدارة مثلى للطلب على المياه".

شارك في جلسات وورش العمل لهذا المؤتمر ما يزيد على 1000 خبير ومختص وباحث في مجال المياه قدموا خلاله أكثر من 300 ورقة عمل علمية وبحثية، تناولت العديد من الجوانب المتعلقة بإدارة مصادر المياه، وتركزت غالبيتها على سيناريوهات وخيارات وتجارب ودروس مكتسبة حول إدارة الطلب على المياه.

سلطة المياه عرضت خرائط وبيانات وصوراً حول أبعاد السياسية المائية الإسرائيلية وحول "جدار الضم العنصري" وتأثيره على الموارد المائية، إضافةً إلى توزيع العديد من التقارير والوثائق المهمة التي أعدتها سلطة المياه، وفي مقدمتها قانون المياه واستراتيجية المياه ومعلومات تفصيلية أخرى حول قطاع المياه في كافة جوانبه الاقتصادية والفنية، وذلك في قاعة المعارض التي خصصت لها.

http://www.al-ayyam.com/znews/site/template/Doc_View.aspx?did=5034&Date=6/7/2004
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*
Annan welcomes releases of humanitarian workers in Darfur

*
UN agriculture project to help farmers in Nuba Mountains region
*
Ebola death toll in south reaches seven – UN health agency

*
UN refugee ambassador Angelina Jolie calls for urgent aid to Sudanese in Chad

*
As peace process enters final phase, Annan urges parties to forge on
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*
Support must continue during Iraq’s political transition, Security Council told
*
Annan remembers leadership, personal warmth of former US President Reagan

*
Rebel forces in eastern DR of Congo mostly withdrawn from Bukavu – UN
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Annan urges G-8 leaders to give top priority to Millennium Development Goals
*
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Israel urged by UN to ease restrictions so Palestinian students can take exams

*
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*
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*
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Civilians still bearing the brunt of war, Annan says
*
Liberia’s sanctions are holding, UN report says

*
UNDP strikes deal to support better governance in Liberia

*
Parts of Iraqi missiles discovered in Dutch scrapyard – UN report

*
UN says Haitian families impoverished by floods need two more months of aid
*
No one hurt in attack on UN electoral convoy in southern Afghanistan

*
Education programme drops HIV infection among African refugees, UN says

*
African experts at UN meeting review continent’s progress on population issues
* * * *

Sudan

7 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the news that the 16 humanitarian workers detained by rebel forces in the war-torn Darfur region in western Sudan have been released unharmed.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the 13 Sudanese and three international workers were in good health when they were released yesterday, three days after they were detained near Al Hilief in North Darfur by an armed unit of the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A).

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan condemned the detention of the workers, which he said violated humanitarian law and principles.

Mr. Annan “underscores the crucial importance of safe and unhindered humanitarian access and urges all parties to facilitate it in this crisis where every moment counts,” the statement said.

Yesterday, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, welcomed the release but criticized the detention and the delayed release.

He said it “contradicts the solemn promise to facilitate all relief work made by SLM/A leaders and the other parties to the conflict last week during meetings with donors and UN officials in Geneva.”

Mr. Egeland said the incident not only threatened the safety and security of humanitarian workers, but interrupted the distribution of aid to needy civilians.

“Too much time has already been lost in this race against the clock to save more than a million lives threatened by indiscriminate violence, starvation and disease,” he stressed.

“We expect the government and the rebel groups to end restrictions on access and protect civilians and relief workers as we try to dramatically increase relief operations.”

The detained team represented a variety of agencies including OCHA, the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the International Rescue Committee, the Norwegian Refugee Council, Save the Children-UK and the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO).

* * *
Nuba

7 June – About 150,000 people in Sudan’s troubled Nuba Mountains region have received seeds, tools and construction materials as part of a scheme by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to rehabilitate the area’s farming industry.

The project – which aims to revive degraded agricultural land, create dams and build up stores of seeds – is designed to benefit farmers living on both sides of the long-running civil conflict between the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM).

Last month representatives of Khartoum and the SPLM initialled three protocols aimed at ending that conflict in southern Sudan. A full, final peace agreement is expected within two to three months.

FAO said in a statement today that the project would contribute to political and social reconstruction in the Nuba Mountains, which are mainly in Southern Kordofan Province and part of the contested area between the Sudanese Government and the SPLM.

Anne Bauer, FAO’s Director of Emergency Operations and Rehabilitation Division, said: “Through its emergency projects, FAO is equally targeting government- and SPLM-held areas on the basis of need.”

Farmers will receive farming tools made by local blacksmiths, as well as drought-resistant varieties of groundnut, sesame, cowpea, maize and sorghum seeds.

* * *

Ebola

7 June – The death toll in the outbreak of Ebola haemorrhagic fever in southern Sudan has climbed to seven, with 28 cases in total since last month, according to the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO).

Local authorities in Yambio County, which is in the Western Equatoria region of southern Sudan, confirmed that as of yesterday there have been seven deaths. They are also continuing measures to try to prevent the outbreak from spreading.

Isolation wards have been set up, while a public awareness campaign about the disease, how it is transmitted and how to prevent it has been taking place in southern Sudan. Additional equipment to collect and safely transport samples has also been sent to the affected area.

WHO has so far not recommended imposing any special restrictions on travel or trade within Western Equatoria.

The Ebola virus was first identified in Sudan and what is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 1976. It is a contagious disease and causes death in many cases.

* * *

Sudan

7 June – After touring refugee camps and crude shelters in eastern Chad over the weekend, actress Angelina Jolie, a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), has issued an urgent call for funds to help bring relief to the tens of thousands of Sudanese escaping militia attacks in the western region of their country.

Ms. Jolie warned that UNHCR and non-government aid agencies were in “a race against time before the rainy season comes” later this month.

“When the rains start to fall, the weak temporary structures in the makeshift shelters will be in danger of collapsing,” she said, warning that illnesses were likely to spread, especially among children, due to the breakdown of sanitation.

Ms. Jolie added that emergency food and medical supplies for the estimated 158,000 Sudanese refugees living in Chad will be almost impossible to transport by road once the heavy rains begin.

During her two-day tour, Ms. Jolie met refugees who told harrowing stories of having to suddenly leave their home villages in Darfur – an arid, impoverished region in the west of Sudan – following attacks by Arab militias.

A UN human rights report released last month found that the Janjaweed, a loose band of Arab fighters that were recruited and armed by the Sudanese Government in its conflict with two rebel groups in Darfur, had committed numerous atrocities against civilians, including killings, rapes and the ransacking of villages.

The Sudanese Government and the rebel groups agreed to a ceasefire in early April, but militia attacks on civilians have not ended.

Last week the organizers of a UN donors’ conference in Geneva concluded that at least $236 million more is needed simply to help the people still living within Darfur. More than a million people are believed to be internally displaced within the region’s three provinces.

Today the UN World Food Programme (WFP) echoed that call, saying it needs funds urgently ahead of the rainy season.

Meanwhile, within Darfur, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) began vaccinating 2.26 million children against measles in a campaign to last until the end of the month.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy estimated that if the campaign can prevent a major outbreak of measles in Darfur, then the lives of 50,000 children could be saved.

Special vehicles have been brought in to Darfur to transport the vaccines, which are heat sensitive. Many of the children being vaccinated will also be immunized against polio.

* * *

Sudan

5 June 2004 – As peace talks aimed at ending over two decades of war in Sudan enter a critical phase, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the parties to reach a comprehensive settlement. 

The Secretary-General issued his call in a message to a ceremony in Nairobi marking the formal launch of the final phase of the negotiations. He also pointed out that even as important progress has been made, “the crisis in Darfur continues to cause appalling suffering that demands a concerted international response. 

So far, the parties have initialed protocols on power-sharing and the three conflict areas. Agreements have also been reached on security arrangements and wealth sharing. 

A comprehensive accord, however, still requires cease-fire arrangements, international guarantees and other modes of implementation. 

Mr. Annan pledged the UN's full support for the talks, underscoring the importance of ending the conflict that has ravaged Sudan for all but eleven of the 48 years since it gained independence. 

“Generations of Sudanese men, women and children have known nothing but the destruction, displacement and death inflicted by perennial war,” he said, adding that the strife has spread to other States in the region. 

The UN Security Council is preparing to reaffirm its support for the Sudan peace process, according to the Secretary-General, who said he would be sending an advance team to support the negotiations. 

* * *

Iraq

7 June – With the Security Council poised to act soon on a draft resolution on Iraq, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi today urged the international community to continue support for the county, and its new interim government, as it deals with challenges during “a new phase of the political process” – the return of sovereignty on 30 June.

“All of the work that needs to be done now, especially with respect to security, must be focused on the objective of creating the conditions for genuine and credible elections to be held by January 2005,” Mr. Brahimi said in an open briefing to the Council on the political transition process in Iraq.

Speaking at the outset of the session, the Secretary-General said he was confident that, “through the talent of its people and the natural resources it enjoys, Iraq will soon be able to resume its rightful place among the family of nations.”

“I appeal to the Security Council and the international community at-large, Iraq’s neighbours in particular, to respond favourably and generously to the interim government’s request for assistance and support,” he said.

Mr. Annan stressed that security remained the primary obstacle and constraint, and expressed hope that, “through our combined efforts, we can help promote a political process with a credibility that has a positive impact on the overall security environment, and reverses the logic of violence on all sides.”

Adding his voice to the Secretary-General’s, Mr. Brahimi said in order to create the right conditions for elections, as well as to face the enormous challenges before them, the people of Iraq urgently needed the help of the international community.

“Iraq needs the clear and united support of its neighbours. Iraq needs the generosity of its creditors. Iraq needs the patient, strong and sustained support of this body, the Security Council, and that of the United Nations as a whole,” he said.

Mr. Annan also recalled the process of consultation undertaken by Mr. Brahimi and his team on the formation of an interim government, as well as the work of a UN electoral team headed by Carina Perelli to assist Iraq with preparations for elections, and paid tribute to their efforts.

“Their determination to help the people of Iraq is eloquent testimony to the idealism that continues to motivate so many of our staff around the world,” he said.

After hearing from the two speakers, the Council adjourned to hold consultations on the latest draft – the fourth in two weeks – of a resolution submitted by the United Kingdom and the United States on Iraq. 

* * *

Ronald Reagan

7 June – Recalling the leadership and resolve in world affairs of Ronald Reagan as well as his personal warmth and humour, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he was saddened to learn of the death of the former President of the United States.

In a statement by his spokesman, Fred Eckhard, Mr. Annan extended his condolences to Mr. Reagan’s wife, Nancy, and to the Government and people of the United States.

“President Reagan will be remembered for his leadership and resolve during a period of momentous change in world affairs, as well as for the warmth, grace and humour with which he conducted affairs of state,” Mr. Annan said.

“The positive and optimistic attitude that he brought to ending long-standing conflicts led to historic agreements on the reduction of nuclear arms as well as advances in peace processes in different parts of the world.”

Mr. Reagan, who died Saturday, served as US President from January 1981 to January 1989.

* * *

DR of Congo

7 June – Two rebel forces have largely withdrawn from the eastern university town of Bukavu in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), but about 100 from one group have remained in town and the second force is stationed around the nearby airport north of the town, a United Nations spokesman said today.

The two forces seized the town as the organization of the national military in the area collapsed last week and some DRC soldiers took refuge in the relatively small UN force.

The latest reports from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said about “100 of Colonel Jules Mutebutsi’s troops are back in Bukavu, having left the cantonment site they were in outside the town,” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told journalists at the daily UN briefing in New York.

No other troop movements were noted, he said, and a student protest was called off.

“General Laurent Nkunda has pledged to the UN mission that he does not intend to return to Bukavu and will continue to relocate to areas close to and in Goma, from where his forces originated. However, his forces continue to be around Kavumu, the airport north of Bukavu,” Mr Eckhard said.

Meanwhile, MONUC chief William Lacy Swing was in constant contact with President Joseph Kabila and his cabinet in the DRC capital, Kinshasa, in an effort to restore government authority in Bukavu.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed deep sadness at the tragic deaths yesterday of two UN peacekeepers near Rutshuru in the eastern DRC after their convoy came under fire, Mr. Eckhard said.

Mr. Annan “extends his most sincere condolences to the Government and people of South Africa, and to the families of the bereaved,” he said.

MONUC said it was investigating the incident, in which at least 11 other peacekeeping personnel were injured.
* * *

Millennium Development Goals
7 June – Ahead of the upcoming meeting of the Group of Eight industrialized countries, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged the leaders of the so-called G-8 to give high priority in their national policies to a set of key development goals approved by world leaders four years ago at the Millennium Summit.

“Let me appeal to you to incorporate the MDGs [Millennium Development Goals] as an explicit priority in the programmes and policies of your Governments, and to do whatever you can to show that you are serious about them,” the Secretary-General wrote in a letter to the G-8 summit that will be held in the United States from 8 to 10 June on Sea Island, Georgia.

The Millennium Development Goals, adopted unanimously by all UN Member States back in 2000, set out yardsticks for measuring development progress by 2015 in eight areas of global importance, including hunger, poverty and health.

Noting that four of the 15 years have already passed with “mixed results,” the Secretary-General stressed that the goals could still be reached by almost every country – “as long as it pushes through the necessary internal reforms and receives the necessary external support.”

“We are running out of time, especially in sub-Saharan Africa,” Mr. Annan wrote in the letter that was released at UN Headquarters in New York. Noting that the task of achieving the MDGs posed the greatest challenge in Africa, he said that trade, health and official development assistance (ODA) were the three areas where action was vital for the continent.

The Secretary-General emphasized the crucial importance of Goal Eight – a global partnership between developed and developing countries – for achieving the other seven targets. He also pointed out that reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS was a pre-requisite for attaining other goals in regions where the impact of AIDS and malaria was particularly severe, as in sub-Saharan Africa. Mr. Annan welcomed recent initiatives by Canada and United States to give developing countries easier access to affordable anti-retroviral therapies, but noted that in themselves those measures were “not enough.”

In a related development, the UN Children Fund (UNICEF) called on G-8 leaders to remember the plight of children in many countries.

“If we are to meet the Millennium Development Goal aiming to reduce child mortality by two-thirds, the world needs to action greater deliberation and urgency,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a statement. “The G-8 countries have the power to drive child mortality rates down. UNICEF urges them to use it.”
* * *

Middle East

7 June – The senior United Nations envoy for the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, today welcomed the Israeli cabinet’s decision to begin preparations for a withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank.

Mr. Roed-Larsen said he took positive note particularly of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s announcement that his intention is to evacuate all settlements in the Gaza Strip.

The international community, led by the Quartet, Mr. Roed-Larsen said, has repeatedly pledged its support to any Israeli plan that would lead to an end of the occupation of the Gaza Strip.

Last month, after meeting in New York, the Quartet of the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States issued a positive reaction to Prime Minister Sharon's plan, calling it a “rare moment of opportunity” and a possible restart to its Road Map peace plan for the Middle East.

That plan calls for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps by the Israelis and Palestinians leading to two states living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

* * *

Palestinian school children
6 June 2004 – Voicing concern about access for 60,000 Palestinian school students seeking to travel to key examination sites, 10 United Nations agencies issued a joint statement calling on the Israeli authorities to ease movement restrictions in the occupied territories.

Today marks the start of the Tawjihi high school matriculation exams, which are considered key to the future of young Palestinian pupils.

“Failure to sit for these exams will result in forfeiting the entire school year,” said David S. Bassiouni, UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Special Representative in the West Bank and Gaza. “Students will not be able to study in universities and they will be forced to repeat their studies next year,” he added.

Anders Fänge, Director of the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) operations in the West Bank, agreed. “If these children are denied safe access to their examination sites, their whole future is undermined,” he said.

Adding his voice, Khaled Abdelshafi, head of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) in Gaza, pointed out that Israel’s recent incursions in Rafah have damaged the area’s economy and infrastructure. “To add this restriction of preventing the school children from writing these exams to the already volatile equation will seriously stifle our efforts to attain human development in the area,” he said. “It’s like adding insult to injury.”  

Regular and safe access to schools has been an ongoing problem for many Palestinian children. A survey of UN-run schools showed a 16 per cent low-achievement rate, and an 11.5 per cent rate of fear and anxiety among school children.

The statement was issued by UNICEF, UNRWA, UNDP, World Food Programme (WFP), World Health Organization (WHO), Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian affairs (OCHA), UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

* * *

Middle East

7 June – Senior United Nations officials today urged donors meeting in Geneva to financially support relief efforts aimed at helping millions of Palestine refugees.

Peter Hansen, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), hailed the two-day conference but said it should not be an end in itself. “It should instead act as a catalyst to prompt wider consequences in the years to come,” he said.

“How diligently we follow up will be the real mark of our collective commitment to ensuring the Palestine refugees are not short-changed,” he stressed.

In a message to the event, Secretary-General Kofi Annan called attention to the wider political context. “We meet at a difficult time in the Middle East,” he said. “The Palestine refugees continue to struggle to cope with increased socio-economic hardship, and are grappling with painful uncertainty about the future.”

He cited compelling statistics about the need for international support, noting that since September 2000, the number of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip who rely on UNRWA for food aid has increased almost ten-fold to 1.1 million from 130,000. In that same time period, the percentage of Palestinians living below the poverty line has tripled to 60 per cent from 20 per cent.

“As if this sharply growing distress was not enough, recent months have seen a deeply troubling upsurge in violence,” he said. “Indeed, at times the conflict has appeared at risk of spiralling out of control, necessitating a clear response from the international community.”

Thanks to UNRWA, he said, a Palestine refugee child born today is more likely than at any time in the past, and more likely than his or her non-refugee peers in the region, to survive infancy in good health.

But he warned that under-funding the Agency has resulted in over-crowded classrooms and clinics, and in decaying UNRWA infrastructure. “There is real concern that if these trends continue, the key human development strengths of the Palestine refugee population will begin to unravel,” he observed.

Mr. Annan praised the resilience and commitment of the Palestine refugees, and appealed to all present to “reinforce the partnerships with UNRWA that you have so generously nurtured since 1950.”

* * *

Kosovo

7 June – Describing his deep distress at learning of the murder of a Serbian teenager in Kosovo on Friday night, the head of the United Nations mission in Kosovo has warned that any attempts to spark ethnic tensions in the troubled province will not be tolerated.

Harri Holkeri, the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, issued a statement yesterday deploring the killing.

In his statement, Mr. Holkeri said he was sending his deputy, Jean-Christian Cady, to represent him at the funeral of Dimitrije Popovic today. He also thanked UNMIK Police and the Kosovo Police Service (KPS) for their response to the crime.

Mr. Popovic was shot dead while standing with friends in the town of Gracanica. Two suspects were arrested Saturday.

In March, Kosovo was rocked by several days of ethnic violence between Serbs and Albanians that left 19 people dead, hundreds injured and homes and Serbian religious and cultural sites damaged or destroyed.

Referring to those events in his statement, Mr. Holkeri said, “I had hoped that everyone has learned the lessons of the events of 17 and 18 March: violence will only set Kosovo back. Any provocation with the aim to once more flare up ethnic tensions will be firmly countered.”

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire
7 June – For the peace process in Côte d’Ivoire to succeed, the West African country’s leaders must give priority to the national interest over personal ambitions, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his first report to the Security Council on peacebuilding there.

The United Nations cannot impose, let alone enforce, peace on the Ivorian people, nor can it protect them from themselves, he says in the report.

The political parties must “break the current vicious circle of recriminations, resume dialogue and resolve all outstanding issues on the basis of mutual respect and accommodation,” he says.

Threats to the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) from President Laurent Gbagbo’s supporters “have been escalating, as have rumours that Prime Minister (Seydou) Diarra may resign, which would likely lead to a major confrontation between supporters of President Gbagbo and the opposition,” Mr. Annan writes.

The only alternative to the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement, which ended fierce fighting between the government and the opposition Forces Nouvelles, would be further confrontation, with the possibility of widespread violence, the report says.

“Political rhetoric and posturing, the lack of effective cooperation within the Government of National Reconciliation, deliberately restrictive interpretations of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement and the de facto partition of the country, coupled with threats of recourse to violence, all constitute very dangerous ingredients that are not conducive to the implementation” of the accord, the report says.

Because of the political crisis, the country’s gross domestic product contracted 7.4 per cent between 1999 and 2003, its patterns of trade have been disrupted and poverty has risen, but the government has been encouraged to revise its poverty reduction paper, based on wide-ranging consultations, it says.

The Security Council established UNOCI to support the peaceful settlement and assist with the elections scheduled for 2005.

* * *
Civilians in armed conflict
7 June – Civilians continue to bear the brunt of armed conflicts, and sexual violence – especially against women and girls – is increasingly used as a weapon of war, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report released today.

In a report to the Security Council on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, Mr. Annan cites the wars in Sudan’s Darfur region, Côte d’Ivoire, Iraq and Nepal as some of the worst examples where civilians have been suffering.

He warns that, since his last report 18 months ago, “the very fundamentals of international humanitarian law and human rights have been under great pressure, and there are concerns that counter-terrorism measures have not always complied with human rights obligations.”

The report also examines some positive developments, including the improved treatment of civilians in countries recently emerging from conflict, such as Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Liberia.

It notes, however, that any significant progress in those countries has depended on the continuing presence and involvement of the international community.

Mr. Annan says there is “stark and disturbing evidence” of how much civilians are still suffering because of war, with “too many instances” of civilians being subjected to extreme violence or being denied humanitarian aid.

“Societies in conflict expect and deserve the fruits of peace, not merely an end to fighting,” he states in the report.

In Darfur, for example, more than one million people have been displaced from their homes by the conflict there, while many others have been killed or raped and numerous villages have been destroyed.

In Côte d’Ivoire, there have been widespread cases of sexual violence, torture and murder, with ethnic communities often the target of campaigns of forced displacement.

Noting that rape is used as a weapon of itself or as a means to spread HIV/AIDS, he says the violence has been sustained by “a prevailing culture of impunity” for the perpetrators.

Mr. Annan stresses the importance of having a regional dimension to any measures to protect civilians, saying they are the most effective way to deal with cross-border issues such as human trafficking and the illegal flow of arms.

He urges the Security Council, and the rest of the UN family, to take a more systematic and empirical approach to studying the problem so that it can better monitored and tackled.

Mr. Annan says it is vital that the UN sets out clear standards for the protection of civilians to make sure that they can be enforced and to help prevent countries that are undertaking peace processes from sliding back into conflict.
* * *
Liberia

7 June – A United Nations expert panel on Liberia has found no proof of weapons-smuggling into the West African country after August 2003 or the smuggling out of diamonds and timber, and the imposed sanctions contributed significantly to ending the country’s armed conflicts over a 14-year period.

According to the panel’s report, however, “organized, international smuggling networks remain in place and could be reactivated at any time.” While disarmament is progressing, factions may have hidden weapons either in Liberia itself or in neighbouring countries.

Because of poor national security, diamond mining has practically ceased, making smuggling currently negligible, the panel says in its report to the Security Council.

The National Transitional Government of Liberia “has begun taking urgent steps towards the establishment of an effective certificate of origin scheme for trade in rough diamonds that is transparent and internationally verifiable, with a view to joining the Kimberley Process.”

While it found no evidence of “widespread exports” of timber, the panel notes that the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) has not been able to function outside the capital, Monrovia, and in the forests of southeast Liberia. The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has not yet been deployed in the forest areas.

“Corruption remains widespread,” it says, “and the task of rebuilding is daunting.”

The fiscal costs of retaining sanctions include lost wages and salaries, it says. Although the level of poverty and illiteracy is high, appropriate steps should be taken to “ensure that they have unhindered access to a fair share of the existing economic opportunities for which, under normal circumstances, their current status would not qualify them.”

The Panel lists 11 names said to have violated – some more than once – the travel ban imposed on senior officials associated with former President Charles Taylor.

Six people had contacted the panel demanding to know why their names were still on the list of banned travellers in March when they had had no contact with Mr. Taylor since he went into exile in Nigeria last year, the report says. 

* * *

Liberia

7 June 2004 – Hoping to promote transparent and accountable government in Liberia as it recovers from the ravages of a 15-year civil war, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is giving the country’s Governance Reform Commission $500,000 over the next two years.

At a meeting in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, on Friday, officials from the UNDP and the Governance Reform Commission signed a memorandum explaining how the UNDP’s support will work.

The Commission – set up under the Liberian peace agreement signed in August last year – has the mandate to promote good governance and to reform the management of the country’s public sector.

Liberia’s civil war, which lasted from 1989 until last year, left 150,000 people dead and also led to a complete breakdown of law and order. The UNDP support for the Commission is part of a package of initiatives being introduced to help produce good governance again in the West African country.

UNDP’s Country Director, Steven Ursino, said the Commission assistance scheme was designed to support Liberians as they attempt to reform and improve their government, rather than for outsiders to impose change.

* * *

Iraq

7 June – Engines of two surface-to-air missiles from Iraq have turned up at a scrapyard in the Netherlands, according to a new report by the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), tasked by the Security Council to probe the country’s illicit arms programme.

Commission experts have verified that one of the engines came from an Al Samoud 2 missile – proscribed under international sanctions – that had been tagged by UN inspectors in the past.

UNMOVIC says this new development demonstrates the difficulty of discovering the scope of Iraq’s clandestine arms programme. “The existence of missile engines originating in Iraq among scrap in Europe may affect the accounting of proscribed engines known to have been in Iraq’s possession in March 2003,” it says.

Representatives of the scrapyard indicated that up to a dozen similar engines had been seen there earlier this year, while more could have passed through unnoticed.

The report also points to evidence that more scraps have been shipped from Iraq. “Company staff confirmed that other items made of stainless steel and other corrosion-resistant metal alloys bearing the inscription ‘Iraq’ or ‘Baghdad’ had been observed in shipments delivered from the Middle East since November 2003,” the report says.

After examining a number of these items, UNMOVIC experts found that they were composed of inconel and titanium – both “dual-use” materials which could be used either for civilian or military purposes.

Recent satellite imagery indicate that a number of sites in Iraq previously known to have contained equipment or materials subject to international monitoring have been “either cleaned out or destroyed,” according to the report.

UNMOVIC does not know whether the goods there were still present at the time of coalition action in March and April 2003, but it notes that some of the materials may have been removed by looters and sold as scrap.

* * *

Haiti

7 June – Some 5,000 Haitian families in the western Mapou district, at risk of further mudslides, urgently need food, clean water and other relief aid for the next two months, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

More than two weeks after heavy rains caused the sudden fatal flooding of dry river beds and mudslides in the Caribbean country, the western area remains inaccessible by road and relief supplies are still being sent in by helicopter, OCHA said.

During the June to November hurricane season, rains could cause more land erosion and some villages in the area are expected to be fully or partially evacuated, OCHA said.

* * *

Afghanistan

7 June – A convoy of United Nations and Afghan electoral workers was attacked yesterday while travelling in southern Afghanistan, but no one in the group appears to have been hurt, a UN spokesman announced today.

The four-vehicle convoy came under attack yesterday morning from two improvised explosive devices, small-arms fire and rocket-propelled grenades on a road in the Paktia district, spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters at a press briefing in New York.

Police who had been escorting the four vehicles then returned fire, beginning a fire-fight that lasted two hours and led to the attackers retreating.

Mr. Eckhard said the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) had announced that all UN vehicle movements on the road between the cities of Gardez and Khost have been suspended until further notice.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

7 June – Intensively educated about HIV/AIDS, refugees in East Africa have made progress in the fight against the infection by changing their sexual behaviour, according to a HIV/AIDS expert in the United Nations refugee agency.

“The number of condoms being used in refugee camps has increased dramatically,” Dr. Patterson Njogu, an expert for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on HIV/AIDS for East Africa and the Horn of Africa, told a workshop today in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi.

“At one time you could not talk about condoms in the camps. Now condoms are very much in demand. There have also been changes in behaviour. The number of partners decreased significantly and transactional sex decreased as well,” he said.

In Kala camp in northern Zambia, home to 21,000 Congolese refugees, the number of condoms distributed monthly soared to 18,000 in November 2003 from only 538 in the January before.

In northwestern Kenya, the infection rate in 2002 was found to be 5 per cent in Kakuma camp, housing about 60,000 Sudanese refugees and 20,000 refugees from other countries, compared to 18 per cent in the surrounding area of Lodwar, Kenya, UNHCR said.

Refugees were at greater risk of HIV infection – because of rape during conflicts, disrupted health care and the need while fleeing sometimes to trade sex for food. This exposure did not necessarily translate into higher infection rates, however, UNHCR said.

Ironically, chronic conflicts like those in Angola and south Sudan actually curbed the spread of HIV/AIDS by destroying much of the transportation infrastructure.

“In Sierra Leone and Angola, for example, you’ve lost the infrastructure,” said Dr. Paul Spiegel, a Canadian physician and epidemiologist who heads UNHCR’s HIV/AIDS programmes. “There is decreased mobility. Truckers are not moving around, are not going to urban areas with higher HIV prevalence, sleeping with prostitutes and going back to infect their wives.”

To make sure refugees contribute to the solution of the problems posed by the pandemic in their own countries, UNHCR will work with other agencies and local authorities to ensure that health care is available even in remote areas of return and will train community health workers and nurses, Dr. Spiegel said.

* * *

Population

7 June – Africans have learnt how to address many of the development challenges posed by population issues, but still face constraints related to poverty reduction, sustainable development and the spread of HIV/AIDS, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) said today.

As 400 experts gathered in Dakar, Senegal, to review the Programme of Action of the 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), Fama Hane Ba, Director of the Africa Division of co-sponsor UNFPA, said: “We have definitely come a long way since 1994. We now know how to address the many challenges facing the continent; we know what needs to be done.

“In many areas we know what works. There is a wealth of practices that only need to be scaled up. Governments are showing more commitment and the civil society is getting more involved. New partnerships are emerging, including with the private sector.”

The four-day meeting will prepare for a ministerial conference Friday.

“For the few days the conference will last, we shall look into the problems and constraints inhibiting the implementation of the DND and the ICPD Programme of Action and identify the decisive factors facilitating the implementation of activities,” said Josue Dione, the Director of Sustainable Development Division of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), another co-sponsor.

An ECA survey of 43 African countries, prepared for the meeting, also lists among the continent’s constraints gender inequality, family and youth needs, HIV/AIDS and lack of resources for population programmes and reproductive health care.

The Dakar meeting, which ends with the ministerial session, is one of the regional conferences marking the 10th anniversary of ICPD. Similar reviews have already been carried out in Asia and the Pacific, Europe and the Americas.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Thank you for waiting.  I’m sorry I am late.

Good afternoon.

**Security Council
At 4 p.m., following a troop contributors’ meeting on Cyprus, the Security Council is scheduled to hold an open meeting on Iraq.

The Secretary-General will make an opening statement.  And then his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, will brief Council members before they go into closed consultations.

Yesterday at 5 p.m., Council members met in closed consultations on Iraq.

And they also had discussions with Lakhdar Brahimi on Saturday afternoon during their weekend retreat with the Secretary-General.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The Secretary-General is relieved at the news that the 16 Sudanese and international aid workers were released unharmed by the Sudan Liberation Movement in Darfur on Sunday.  He condemns these detentions, which are unacceptable violations of humanitarian principles and international humanitarian law.  He underscores the crucial importance of safe and unhindered humanitarian access and urges all parties to facilitate it in this crisis where every moment counts.

**Darfur, Sudan - Hostage Release
The 16 humanitarian workers who had been detained by the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A), were released early Sunday and have returned safely to their base in El Fasher, North Darfur.

The group includes workers from UN agencies, non-governmental organizations and donors.  They were conducting assessments to prepare the way for delivery of relief assistance for displaced people in North Darfur when they were detained by an armed SLA unit on Thursday last.

**Darfur - Humanitarian
The World Health Organization and UNICEF say that an ambitious plan to vaccinate millions of children against measles in Sudan’s troubled Darfur region began over the weekend.

Meanwhile, Angelina Jolie, Goodwill Ambassador for the UN refugee agency, has stressed the urgency of funding more assistance for Sudanese refugees in Chad after seeing firsthand the dire situation in the border area.

The World Food Programme is also appealing to the international community for urgent funding to expand its operations in both Sudan and Chad.

**Sudan - Add
In a message delivered in Nairobi on Saturday, the Secretary-General commended the parties to the Sudan peace process who gathered in Nairobi to launch the final phase of peace efforts for southern Sudan.  He urged everyone present in Nairobi to sustain the political will that has brought us this far, and added that the United Nations will continue to be a close partner in that effort.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman on the death of Ronald Reagan:

“The Secretary-General was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Ronald Reagan, the fortieth President of the United States of America.  He extends his sincere condolences to Mrs. Nancy Reagan, to the family of the former President, and to the Government and people of the United States.

“President Reagan will be remembered for his leadership and resolve during a period of momentous change in world affairs, as well as for the warmth, grace and humour with which he conducted affairs of State.  The positive and optimistic attitude that he brought to ending long-standing conflicts led to historic agreements on the reduction of nuclear arms, as well as advances in peace processes in different parts of the world.”

**DRC – Update
From the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Mission reports that the situation in Kinshasa is calm today and that expected demonstrations by students were called off.  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, William Swing, is in constant contact with President Joseph Kabila and his Cabinet, working with the Transitional Government to restore its authority in Bukavu.

Efforts continue to ensure that all the rebel forces in Bukavu withdraw from the city.  Latest reports from MONUC indicate that some 100 of Colonel Jules Mutebutsi’s troops are back in Bukavu, having left the cantonment site they were in outside the town.  No other troop movements have been registered.  General Laurent Nkunda has pledged to the UN Mission that he does not intend to return to Bukavu and will continue to relocate to areas close to and in Goma, from where his forces originated.  However, his forces continue to be around Kavumu, which is near the airport north of Bukavu.

On Sunday, two South African peacekeepers died near Rutshuru, in the eastern DRC after their convoy came under fire and a truck subsequently overturned.  Another 11 peacekeepers sustained injuries.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
And on that subject we have the following statement:

“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the tragic deaths of two United Nations peacekeepers near Rutshuru in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo yesterday after their convoy came under fire.  He extends his most sincere condolences to the Government and people of South Africa, and to the families of the bereaved.

“The United Nations Observer Mission in the Congo (MONUC) is carrying out a full investigation into the incident, in which at least 11 other MONUC personnel were injured.”

**Middle East
On the Middle East, Terje Roed Larsen, the UN’s Middle East envoy this morning welcomed the Israeli Cabinet’s decision to begin preparations for a withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank.

Larsen said he took positive note particularly of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s announcement of his intention to evacuate all settlements in the Gaza Strip.

The International Community, led by the Quartet, Larsen said, has repeatedly pledged its support to any Israeli plan that would lead to an end of the occupation of the Gaza Strip.

We have the full text available upstairs.

**Palestinians
In a message delivered today in Geneva at the opening of a two-day conference on the humanitarian needs of Palestinian refugees, the Secretary-General called for renewed support of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East –- UNRWA.

In his message, delivered by Peter Hansen, UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, the Secretary-General underscored the continuing struggle of the Palestinian refugees to cope with increased socio-economic hardship.  He also noted that since September 2000, the number of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip who relied on UNRWA for food aid has gone from 130,000 to 1.1 million.  And, concurrently, the percentage of Palestinians living below the poverty line has tripled from 20 per cent to 60 per cent.

Continued under-funding of the Agency, the Secretary-General said in the message, is starting to occur, with decaying facilities and overstretched classrooms and clinics.  If this continues, he warns, the gains made in key health, education and social indicators could begin to unravel.

Much information is available upstairs on this two-day conference, which is co-hosted by UNRWA and the Swiss Government.

**Palestinians
On a related note, 10 UN agencies, including the UN Children’s Fund, the UN Development Programme and UNRWA today called on the Israeli authorities to ease restrictions on movement in the occupied territory to enable 60,000 Palestinian students to sit for their final high school exams, which get under way today.

UNICEF says that failure to sit for these exams will result in the students forfeiting the entire school year.

We have a press release on that upstairs.

**UNMOVIC
The UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) for Iraq has just issued its seventeenth quarterly report to the Security Council.

In it, the Commission’s acting Executive Chairman, Demetrius Perricos, reports that UNMOVIC experts have been conducting investigations following the discovery of Iraqi missile engines in a scrap yard in the Netherlands.

While continuing its monitoring work through the use of commercial satellite imagery, UNMOVIC says that a number of sites in Iraq previously known to have contained equipment and materials subject to UNMOVIC monitoring have been either cleaned out or destroyed.

The report also says that the US-led Iraq Survey Group has made no official information available to UNMOVIC on either the work or the results of its investigations carried out in Iraq.

And the full report is available upstairs.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, a convoy of UN and Afghan electoral workers was attacked yesterday morning while travelling on a road in southern Afghanistan, in the district of Paktia.

The four-vehicle convoy was attacked by two improvised explosive devices, small-arms fire and rocket propelled grenades.

The police who were escorting the vehicles fired back at the attackers, and, after a fire-fight that lasted some two hours, the police escort pushed the attackers back.

Initial reports indicate that no one in the convoy was hurt.  Until further notice, the UN Mission says, UN vehicle movements along the road between Gardez and Khost have been suspended.  We have more details in the briefing notes from Kabul upstairs.

**Kosovo
On Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, the head of the UN Mission in there, yesterday voiced his deep distress at the shooting incident that took place on Friday night in Gracanica, in which a young Serb boy was murdered.  He said that violence will only set Kosovo back, and any provocation that aims to flare up ethnic tensions will be firmly countered.

Holkeri added that, due to the effective action of UN and Kosovo police, two suspects were arrested on Saturday.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire is out as a document today.

The future of the peace process will clearly depend on whether the political leaders of the country will be able to rise above their personal ambitions and interests and give priority to the national interest, he says.

The only alternative would be further confrontation with the possibility of widespread violence, he warns.

He appeals to the Security Council, the African Union, the Economic Community of West African States and other stakeholders to continue to play an active role in encouraging all Ivorian parties to resume political dialogue and to the opposition parties to return to the government. 

**Report - Liberia
On Liberia, the Security Council Sanctions Committee on Liberia has transmitted the report of the panel of experts on Liberia.

The panel says that it has found no evidence of weapons trafficking into Liberia since August 2003, but organized, international smuggling networks remain in place and could be reactivated at any time.

On diamonds, it says that mining in Liberia has virtually ceased, and current levels of smuggling are negligible.

On timber, it says that sanctions appear effective, but notes that the UN mission is not deployed in forest-rich south-eastern parts of the country.  Given the past complicity with human rights abuses and widespread corruption of the Forestry Development Authority, the panel recommends a comprehensive review of the industry by an independent authority.  It says conditions for lifting the sanctions have not been met.

Liberia sanctions are on the Security Council consultation agenda for Thursday afternoon.

**Civilians/Armed Conflict
In a report out today, the Secretary-General notes that, in the past 18 months, civilians have borne the brunt of armed conflicts in places stretching from Sudan’s Darfur region to Côte d’Ivoire, Nepal and Iraq.

He notes that the conflict in Darfur has displaced more than 1 million people, leaving them to struggle in harsh conditions while entire villages have been destroyed.  In Côte d’Ivoire, he adds, more than half a million people have been displaced.

In Iraq, the Secretary-General warns, the fighting and insecurity has resulted in disproportionate and avoidable civilian deaths and injuries, while detainees have been subjected to torture and other serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law.

**Haiti – Humanitarian Update
According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, more than two weeks after heavy rains devastated western Haiti, some 5,000 families in the hard-hit Mapou district still need urgent humanitarian aid.  As the area remains inaccessible by road, relief supplies are being flown in by helicopter today.

An assessment by the United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination team indicates that the families will require food, clean water and other supplies for the next two months.

As further rains during the hurricane season (which lasts from June to November) could produce more mudslides, some villages in the area are expected to be fully or partially evacuated.

**Latest Developments in Venezuela – Friday Afternoon Statement
Just a reminder, we issued a statement late Friday on Venezuela, which I will read into the record.  It’s a short one:

“The Secretary-General takes note of the National Electoral Council’s announcement of the preliminary results of the reparos (correction) process.  In that regard, the Secretary-General commends the work carried out by the OAS and the CarterCenter, both of which have observed the entire process.

“The Secretary-General urges all Venezuelans to cooperate constructively to ensure a peaceful electoral and constitutional solution to the country’s political impasse.”

**Ustinov
And finally at, or penultimately, at 5:30 today in Conference Room 2, there will be a memorial service to pay tribute to the life of actor and UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Peter Ustinov.  UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy and several other Goodwill Ambassadors will participate.

And there will be a message from the Secretary-General read out at that meeting.

**World Chronicle Television Programme
And now really last, the World Chronicle TV programme featuring Ambassador Marjatta Rasi, the President of ECOSOC, which was cancelled on last Friday’s slot will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 or 31.

Sorry that was so long.  Warren?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Is Lakhdar Brahimi’s presentation to the Security Council today his last act as the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy to Iraq, and does the Secretary-General intend to name a new envoy before the 30 June date of transfer of power?

Spokesman:  I don’t think we can predict when Lakhdar Brahimi will be finished with Iraq.  I know he has made some public statements to the effect that he feels his work there is done.  We’ll just have to see whether the Secretary-General feels that he needs him some more.  He remains as Special Adviser.  That’s not just on Iraq, but on a wide variety of issues.  So, he’ll be here in his office on the 38th floor at the Secretary-General’s call.  The Secretary-General does intend to name a Special Representative for Iraq, where we are gearing up for a substantial programme should security permit.  When that person would be announced, I can’t say.  And would it be by 1 July?  I honestly don’t know.  Abdurrahim?

Question:  I have several issues.  I’ll start with Sudan.  Did the rebels explain why they held the 16 humanitarian workers in the first place, and what actually went on to bring about the release of the 16 detainees?  And then one on the appointment of John Danforth...(interrupted)?
Spokesman:  I can’t remember multiple questions.  So, let me take them one at a time.

I don’t think I have those details.  So, I would ask you to check with us afterwards.  But, I seem to recall something about these humanitarian workers wandering into territory controlled by the SLA, and the SLA taking them into so-called protective custody.  It was late in the day, and they ended up spending the night.  But to get the precise details see me after the briefing.  Second question?

Question:  On John Danforth’s designation as the next US Ambassador to the UN, since John Danforth has served as the Bush Administration’s envoy to Sudan.  Does his possible confirmation spell good or bad for what the UN is trying to do in Sudan?

Spokesman:  Why does the question come up?  I would think that it’s helpful that he has experience in this critical area.  I don’t know what the timing would be of his confirmation or when he would take up his post as the new US Ambassador, but the Secretary-General looks forward to working with him; not least on Sudan.  Do you have a third question?

Question:  Actually, I do.  On UNRWA and the Palestinians, the figures that you quoted, the rise from 20 per cent to 60 per cent as far as reliance on food aid is concerned, is that a result, does that reflect a deterioration in the situation of the Palestinians?  Or does it also indicate a rise in Palestinian population?

Spokesman:  I think the economy of the Palestinian territory has been devastated during this period of fighting that is known as the intifada.  So, it is a deterioration of the security situation; it is a result of the steps that the Israelis felt necessary to take to block Palestinians from moving from point A to point B when they might live in A but have jobs in B.  And so it’s been a steadily declining economic situation in the whole of the Palestinian territory.  Joel?

Question:  The destruction of their homes as well.

Spokesman:  Among other things.

Question:  My question was about the UN will maintain the MNF that will eventually provide security to the UN mission when it occurs.  A) how will that be put together?  Will the UN look for contributors?  Will that be like a traditional peacekeeping force within the MNF?  And B) will you begin that process now and keep it on standby so that when at least security is good enough to go back they will be ready?  Or that process begins once you determine that the security situation is good enough?

Spokesman:  The Security Council hasn’t yet adopted its resolution.  But I think you might have seen that the intention is for a special unit within the MNF to be assigned to provide security to United Nations personnel.  That actually could be more than one unit.  I think I mentioned last week that some potential troop contributors did come directly to us, expressing interest in providing that security for the UN personnel within the MNF.  And yes, we’ve had some tentative discussions with some troop contributors.  In the end, of course, these discussions will have to take place in close coordination with the MNF because this unit, this protection unit for the UN must be fully integrated in the MNF.

Question:  The UN will put it together and then give it to the MNF to run?

Spokesman:  Not necessarily.  All I said was we’ve had discussions with troop contributors who came to us, and we have relayed this information to the Coalition leaders and others who would be involved in the formation of the MNF.

Question:  Given how long it takes to put these forces together, is that a process you will begin now and keep them on standby?

Spokesman:  We’ve been actively talking with those countries who came to us with the offers.  Mohamed?

Question:  Fred, with (regard to) the participation with the Council’s meeting, Mr. Brahimi and the Secretary-General are going to meet.  Could please help us a little bit about this meeting?  And my second part of the question is will the address of Mr. Brahimi and the Secretary-General’s in the Council be available or not?

Spokesman:  I don’t know the purpose of this meeting.  I’d have to see.  But we will have the text of Mr. Brahimi’s statement and the Secretary-General’s statement in this open meeting, which we will make available to you right after they deliver their respective statements.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, in other Serbia (inaudible) holy site of (inaudible).  Is it time to let the Serbian Government protect its own people?  You’re preventing the Serbian Government to protect its own citizens and UNMIK is not able to do it.

Spokesman:  I don’t know about the incident that you’re talking about today.  I gave you Mr. Holkeri’s reaction to the killing of this Serb teenager over the weekend.  No police force can provide a 100 per cent protection to any population.  Mr. Holkeri said that he was determined to enforce security and to find and prosecute those who carried out this first murder -– I am not aware of the second one –- and as I already mentioned, they arrested two Kosovo-Albanian teenagers in connection with the weekend murder that happened on Sunday.  Sir, all the way in the back?

Question:  Fred, yesterday the United States Ambassador said that the new draft resolution would be voted on tomorrow.  And in the new draft resolution there is some clarification on the United Nations’ role in the reconstruction of Iraq.  Does the Secretary-General have any comments on that?  Do you think the vote will be tomorrow?

Spokesman:  I can’t predict when the vote will take place.  And as to any references to the UN role in the resolution -- I don’t know the specific thing you mention on reconstruction –- but the Secretary-General did over the weekend at the retreat present some suggested changes in the draft to cover his own concerns.  And I have not seen the draft that’s supposed to be put on the table this afternoon.  So I don’t know whether those changes proposed by the Secretary-General would be taken on board or not.  But I did not hear any objection from any of the Council Members when the SG put his suggestions forward.  Yes, Ma’am?

Question:  Has the Secretary-General spoken to Colin Powell today?

Spokesman:  I don’t believe so.  I’d have to double-check the phone log; but I don’t believe so.  [The Spokesman later confirmed that the Secretary-General did not speak with United States Secretary of State Colin Powell any time this weekend].

Question:  And when is he expected to come into the UN today?  I know he has a meeting at 3 p.m. and 3:30 p.m., but... (interrupted)?

Spokesman:  Oh, he came in a little after 11 a.m.

Question:  And what is Lakhdar Brahimi’s programme been since after he returned?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I suppose he’s been working on his presentation for this afternoon, I don’t know.  I am not normally informed of his programme and we don’t usually describe or discuss the details of the programmes of anyone but the Secretary-General in this room.  Yes?

Question:  On the death of Ronald Reagan, (inaudible)... but not Muammar Qaddafi of Libya and accuses Reagan of illegal aggression against Libya in the late ’80s.  How does the UN rate Reagan’s multilateralism?

Spokesman:  I am going to limit myself to the statement that I read out earlier if you don’t mind, Abdurrahim.  Yes?

Question:  Fred would you make us the information for countries for the special unit, the countries which came forward...(interrupted)?

Spokesman:  I am sorry, I am not understanding...?

Question:  Would you make public the names of the countries which would like to contribute to the special unit once the resolution is passed?

Spokesman:  Oh, I see.  No, it’s pretty much standard practice that we don’t discuss potential troop contributors and we more or less wait till the mission has been fully formed.  In this case, it is not our mission to assemble.  An MNF is usually blessed by the Security Council, very often designating the lead country or countries authorizing them to form the MNF.  Then we would be dealing with the MNF as far as finalizing the details for the close protection and the perimeter protection of our staff and our headquarters in Iraq.

Question:  And the special unit will be under?

Spokesman:  Under MNF command.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Competition" ��PANA - UNEP marks Environment Day with photo competition�
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