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New project launched to restore Kenyan water supply 
A new initiative to clean up the Nairobi Dam, in an attempt to restore water supplies to the 'chronically water scarce' Kenya, was launched this week by the United Nations.
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	Friends of the Nairobi Dam has launched a trust to restore the water supply for residents


The Nairobi Dam Trust Initiative needs to raise US$600,000 to return the reservoir to its original supply of 98,422 cubic meters of potable water. Representatives of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) launched the project.

A lack of proper waste management, in terms of solid waste, liquid waste and industrial waste, along with a high-density population from the surrounding settlement and increased recreational activity in the water has seen a gradual degradation of the supply. The Dam was originally commissioned in 1953.

High coliform counts, indicating high sewage contamination, have consistently registered in water samples taken from the Nairobi Dam. This and other pollutants have rendered the waster in the river system and the dam totally unusable and hazardous to human health, says the UN Environment Programme.

"It is clear that the Nairobi Dam presents a particular problem," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UNEP. "We congratulate the newly formed Friends of the Nairobi Dam for launching this new Trust Initiative and call on all actors, including the private sector, to wholeheartedly back the scheme."

"Cleaning up the dam and the water sources of Nairobi will directly benefit the urban poor," said Mrs. Tibaijuka Executive Director of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme. "However, it is important to realize that successful completion of the project will require a commitment by all stakeholders to slum upgrading and to providing decent shelter, adequate sanitation and clean water to the poor, especially those living in Kibera." 

In the immediate stages the Initiative will work to raise money to meet the investment need to restore the Dam and the Kenyan water sector in general.

By Sorcha Clifford 

Reuters

Kenya Asks for Southern African Ivory Sale Freeze


NAIROBI - Kenya wants a planned one-off sale of ivory stocks granted to three southern African countries to be halted because the countries have not met the necessary conditions, a minister said. 

In 2002, the Convention on Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) gave the green light for South Africa, Namibia and Botswana to each make a one-off sale of their ivory stock piles by May 2004. 

CITES requires that governments set up systems to monitor illegal killing of elephants, register their stocks, and establish national legislation and domestic controls before they can sell their stocks. 

Kenya said the countries had not yet met all these conditions. 

Ivory trade was prohibited worldwide in 1989 after the African elephant population halved to 600,000 in just over a decade. Kenya says the ban has saved the elephant population across the continent from further decimation. 

"We feel Kenya's stand over the years should continue. Any trade in ivory must be regulated, otherwise it will trigger off a massacre of the remaining African elephants," Environment Minister Newton Kulundu said. 

The east African country said it would rally other African countries to push for the ban on ivory trade to stay in place at the next CITES conference in Thailand later in the year. 

Kenya has its own stash of 30 tonnes of ivory tusks confiscated from poachers or curved from dead elephants. 

Kulundu said seven African countries - Uganda, Mali, Ghana, Ethiopia, Tunisia, Cameroon and the Central African Republic - had agreed to support Kenya's position. The seven countries attended a meeting on the ivory trade in Nairobi this week. 

He said Kenya would organize a gathering of 30 countries to convince them to support Kenya's stance at the CITES meeting. 

Story by Helen Nyambura 

Story Date: 8/3/2004 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

LATIN AMERICA:
Prognosis Gloomy for Already Ailing Environment 

Diego Cevallos* 


MEXICO CITY, Mar 6 (Tierramérica) - If Latin America and the Caribbean continue on the path to market liberalisation without changes in values or structural transformations, by 2032 the environment will be in deep crisis, warns a broad investigation sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

This ”worst possible” scenario does not seem outrageous because it is based on the projection of variables that already exist today, Kaveh Zahedi, coordinator of the GEO (Global Environment Outlook) Latin America and Caribbean Study 2003, told Tierramérica. 

The inhabitants of the region lose as many as 11 years off their lives due to causes related to environmental degradation, says the report. 

The study, which the regional UNEP office presented in Mexico this week, is the most complete environmental assessment of Latin America and the Caribbean to date. 

In the past 30 years, environmental deterioration has worsened, evident in critical areas such as loss of forests and biodiversity, degradation of soil and water supplies, urban pollution -- and the effect of all this on the health of the region's population, says the report. 

”The current reality is leading us to a worse future,” said Zahedi, who is also regional coordinator for the UNEP division for early warning and assessment. 

But there is room for hope. If the region were to begin a profound transformation towards sustainable development, which would imply a change in public values, or if at least reforms were made with emphasis on the environment, allowing regulatory intervention in the market, the future could be different, suggests the study. 

In the meantime, and despite the efforts and promises made by governments, there is little encouragement to be found in the environmental map of the region, which is also the world leader in the disparity between rich and poor. 

GEO is a scientific analysis which proves that environmental deterioration is advancing, ”something nobody can deny any longer,” said Zahedi. 

The study conducted by a group of experts and research centres over the past three years was entrusted to UNEP by Latin America's environmental officials, who meet periodically to discuss related agreements and policies. 

The idea of the environment ministers is that GEO will serve to guide their strategies for achieving full sustainable development -- still a distant goal. 

According to GEO figures, based on information from the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC, a U.N. regional agency), there were 225 million Latin Americans living in poverty in 2003. 

>From 1990 to 2000, Latin America lost 4.6 percent of its forest cover, that is, 46.7 million hectares. 

During that decade, annual deforestation in the region was 0.5 percent, more than double the world average. 

For these and other reasons, such as ever-worsening pollution, one-fifth of the regional population is exposed to air contaminants that surpass the recommended limits, especially in the region's mega-cities and the major metropolitan areas, although this problem is also expanding to small and medium sized cities, says the study. 

Atmospheric pollution is an ongoing threat to the health of more than 80 million people in the region, and each year causes 2.3 million cases of respiratory insufficiency in children and some 100,000 cases of chronic bronchitis in adults. 

Biological diversity is one of Latin America's strong points, but it also faces difficult challenges. The study underscores extinction of species, introduction of exotic flora and fauna, pressures created by habitat loss, fragmentation of ecosystems and trafficking in endangered plant and animal species. 

Brazil, Colombia, Peru and Mexico, four of the countries with greatest biodiversity in the region and the world, are home to 75 percent of the western hemisphere's endangered bird species. 

Various estimates indicate that South America is the source of 47 percent of the illegally captured wild animals worldwide. 

Under current consumption patterns, warns GEO, water will become one of the critical issues that the region will have to confront in the coming decade. 

This gloomy prognosis exists despite the fact that Latin America, which represents 15 percent of the world's land mass and eight percent of the global population, holds one third of the Earth's freshwater resources. 

The coastlines are also in danger. Thirty-three percent of the seashores of the Mesoamerican subregion -- extending from southern Mexico through Central America -- are seriously threatened by degradation, as is half of the seaboard of South America. 

Despite the discouraging panorama in most environmental areas, GEO points to some positive signs, such as the fact that the past 30 years have seen an intensification of ”internalisation” of the environmental agenda. 

Latin America now has new legal and institutional resources to attend to these matters, and the participation of civil society is on the rise, states the report. 

Increased transparency and access to information, as well as the deterioration of the environment itself, have helped to raise public awareness about the impacts of today's patterns of production and consumption, and with it, greater citizen participation in the search for solution, it adds. 

In Zahedi's opinion, the future could be different because children today, unlike previous generations, have already begun to incorporate concepts of sustainable development and respect for the environment as personal values. 

When they grow up and lead the region, the outlook could change and the environment may once again breathe a little easier, said the UNEP official. 

(* Diego Cevallos is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Feb. 28 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 
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Ven alarmante deforestación en AL

Trescientos trece millones de hectáreas de tierra, que antes eran cultivables, se han convertido en desiertos

Por Antimio Cruz
Grupo Reforma

Cd de México, México (4 marzo 2004).- La deforestación en América Latina y el Caribe alcanza niveles alarmantes, con pérdidas de 47 millones de hectáreas de bosques y selvas en los últimos 13 años y un impacto difícil de medir en la flora, fauna y captación de agua dulce, indica el informe Perspectivas del Medio Ambiente GEO-ALC 2003 , elaborado por 100 investigadores de la región.


La investigación fue encargada por el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), a siete universidades e institutos, los cuales fueron coordinados por la Universidad de Costa Rica.

Sus resultados subrayan que en los países de la región 313 millones de hectáreas de tierra, que antes eran cultivables, se han convertido en desiertos, y que el 60 por ciento del agua de drenajes públicos del subcontinente se descarga en el mar.

El segundo capítulo del informe concentra la información científica recabada en torno a 10 indicadores: tierra, bosques, biodiversidad, agua dulce, áreas costeras y marinas, atmósfera, áreas urbanas, desastres, tendencias socioeconómicas y medio ambiente y salud.

"Una de las cifras clave es la de las tasas de deforestación porque con este proceso de degradación también se afecta a la biodiversidad y aún no hemos podido medir cuál es el impacto de la desaparición de flora y fauna", indicó en entrevista Kaveh Zahedi, coordinador de la División de Evaluación y Alerta Temprana del PNUMA.

El investigador de Naciones Unidas dijo que otra de las cifras claves del libro, que desde ayer comenzó a distribuirse en la región, es el aumento de desastres naturales y vulnerabilidad urbana como efecto de la degradación de los ecosistemas. En este renglón el informe señala que entre 1970 y 2001 los desastres naturales han provocado 246 mil muertes y pérdidas por 68 mil 600 millones de dólares.

En relación con México, Ricardo Sánchez, Director Regional para América Latina y el Caribe del PNUMA, dijo que es necesario reforzar el tratamiento de aguas residuales municipales y revertir la deforestación.

"Según las últimas estadísticas (sobre deforestación) que vi de la Semarnat, se pierden más de 750 mil hectáreas de bosque al año, hay más de 70 millones de hectáreas de suelos agrícolas degradados y altas cifras de contaminación en aguas superficiales", dijo Sánchez.

En 281 páginas el informe documenta, entre otras cosas, el consumo de fertilizantes agrícolas; la contaminación por petróleo en las costas; el volumen de desechos sólidos en la principales ciudades y los impactos de la contaminación en la salud.

Los funcionarios de PNUMA subrayaron que el proyecto GEO ALC no concluye con la publicación del informe 2003, pues ya se elaboran 15 informes nacionales y al menos seis subregionales. 

"Esta será una base con información fresca para la toma de decisiones. Sabemos que quienes toman decisiones sobre economía y finanzas tienen indicadores diarios, pero quienes toman decisiones sobre medio ambiente no había bancos de datos disponibles", añadió Zahedi.
__________________________________________________________________________
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PNUMA: América Latina precisa camino diferente a países desarrollados para reducir deterioro ambiental
El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), señaló hoy que América Latina y el Caribe deben seguir un modelo diferente al utilizado por los países desarrollados para reducir el deterioro al medio ambiente. 


La región requiere un modelo que reduzca el consumo y el desperdicio, con tecnologías y patrones de producción más limpios, distintos a los de los países ricos, apuntó el PNUMA en un informe sobre perspectivas ambientales en el área. 

El estudio proporciona datos, indicadores e información válida y actualizada para una mejor gestión ambiental, además de que alerta e intenta ayudar a los países a prepararse mejor para enfrentar a nivel nacional o regional los asuntos ambientales emergentes. 

Entre sus objetivos, el informe busca fortalecer el conocimiento sobre el ambiente regional con el fin de lograr decisiones acertadas, pertinentes y relevantes. 

El documento comprende una descripción general del estado del ambiente en la región, abordando de forma integral aspectos económicos, políticos, sociales y ambientales. 

Asimismo, ofrece una mirada al estado del medio ambiente mediante el análisis de la información relativa a temas prioritarios para la región: tendencias socioeconómicas, tierra, bosques, biodiversidad, agua dulce, áreas costeras y marinas, atmósfera, áreas urbanas, desastres y medio ambiente y salud humana. 

Por último, describe las políticas ambientales en la región y presenta escenarios, identificando los aspectos de ambiente y desarrollo más sensibles a las decisiones del presente. 

________________________________________________________________________
El Siglo de Torreon

Contaminantes tóxicos deben ser prioridad para México
04 de marzo de 2004. 

MEXICO, D.F., (SUN-AEE).- La Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) recomendó al gobierno de México dar prioridad al tema de los contaminantes tóxicos y peligrosos que no se han considerado como tema relevante en la agenda ambiental del gobierno del presidente Vicente Fox. 

Asimismo, reveló que ni las propias autoridades ambientales conocían la dimensión del problema hasta que se empezó a investigar al respecto. 

De acuerdo con el reporte GEO América Latina y el Caribe, difundido por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), en México se tiene registro de daños a la salud por diversos contaminantes, entre los que predominan aquellos vinculados con el aire. 

Se destaca, por ejemplo, que las partículas suspendidas han provocado un aumento de entre 0.5 % y 0.8% de defunciones diarias por daños en los pulmones. 

También se ha presentado un incremento de visitas hospitalarias de emergencia en niños menores de 15 años por causa del dióxido de nitrógeno, causante de males respiratorios. El ozono está propiciando agravamiento de los problemas cardiacos, asma, bronquitis y enfisema, mientras que el ozono, en su caso, afecta los sistemas reproductivo, circulatorio, nervioso y renal. 

Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, director de la oficina regional para América Latina y el Caribe del PNUMA, explicó que el de los residuos peligrosos y la contaminación del agua, así como el pago de servicios ambientales, son temas vinculados en la calidad de vida de los habitantes en los distintos países. 

Dijo que si bien ha habido voluntad del gobierno mexicano para atender dichos problemas, falta mucho por hacer todavía, sobre todo porque en 10 años no se han visto resultados en la disminución de la pobreza y del deterioro ambiental en América Latina en la disminución de la pobreza. 

"La misma Secretaría del Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (Semarnat) no sabía de qué tamaño era el problema de los residuos peligrosos en el país. Se estableció ya un registro de emisiones y transferencia de los contaminantes que permitirá conocer los residuos que emite cada empresa e institución; sobre esa base, se establecerá el control; pero también es importante (impulsar) una estrategia para eliminarlos", subrayó. 

Durante la presentación del informe, Alberto Cárdenas Jiménez, secretario de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, reconoció que existen problemas en cuanto a las políticas de limpieza del aire, pues no hay recursos para impulsar nuevos proyectos en la zona metropolitana de la ciudad de México, y tampoco para financiar la elaboración de la gasolina libre de azufre que permita disminuir los impactos que este contaminante está provocando en la salud de la población

The Sunday Times (Perth, Australia)

March 7, 2004 Sunday
LENGTH: 951 words

HEADLINE: From sailing hero to Captain Clean;
CLEAN-UP SITES

BYLINE: ANDREA MAYES

BODY:
FROM serial litterbug to founder and chairman of Clean Up Australia, Ian Kiernan has come a long way since his solo circumnavigation of the world set an Australian yachting record in 1987.

A passionate sailor, Mr Kiernan freely admits he used to toss rubbish from his yacht into the sea because "that's just what everybody did".

His views changed

dramatically during his record-breaking solo yacht race. The BOC Challenge took him to the Sargasso Sea in the Caribbean, a destination Mr Kiernan had imagined as a pristine, postcard-perfect haven with its famed long golden reeds. 

Instead, he found himself sailing through ugly, polluted waterways clogged with rubbish of every description, from discarded food containers and plastic bags to disposable nappies and thongs. The reeds themselves were barely visible.

"It was an absolutely disgusting profusion of rubbish -- not at all what I'd been expecting," Mr Kiernan said. "I thought 'I've had enough, it's time to do something'."

Feeling guilty that he had contributed to the problem, Mr Kiernan formulated a clean-up plan.

It is 15 years since his vision became reality in the form of Clean Up Sydney Harbour Day. The phenomenal success of that event -- which attracted 40,000 volunteers -- spawned the first Clean Up Australia Day in 1990, which in turn led to the Clean Up the World campaign, now operating in 128 countries.

Mr Kiernan is chairman of the not-for-profit Clean Up Australia Ltd, which co-ordinates not just the annual clean-up, but also the global activities of Clean Up the World and a host of environmental and community education programs.

More than 40 million people worldwide have participated in clean-up campaigns in their local neighbourhoods under the Clean Up the World banner.

Mr Kiernan was named Australian of the Year in 1994 and in 1998 he was awarded the United

Nations Environment Program Sasakawa

Environment Prize.

The accolades have only strengthened his

resolve and he remains committed to improving the environment, in particular reducing the use of plastic shopping bags.

Last year's Clean Up Australia Day netted an estimated 6382 tonnes of rubbish, 30 per cent of which was plastic.

"Plastic bags have an enormous (environmental) impact because they are so durable, they just don't break down," Mr Kiernan said.

More plastic chip and confectionery bags were picked up by WA volunteers at last year's Clean Up Australia than any other item, including

cigarette butts, but Mr Kiernan believes the situation is improving.

He said consumers were increasingly choosing to use reusable shopping bags and the use of plastic shopping bags had dropped 3 per cent in the past two years.

In his many years of community clean-ups, Mr Kiernan and the thousands of Australians who have joined him have

uncovered some highly unusual items.

"We've found cash, drugs and firearms and one year somebody came across a bound and gagged garden gnome," Mr Kiernan said.

"Another year they found a double bed fully made up with sheets and linen in the middle of a paddock -- so not much surprises me."

After 15 years of environmental campaigns, Mr Kiernan shows no signs of slowing down. He has 97 different projects on the go, from improving water quality to getting rid of imported European carp from Queensland's waterways.

"When I see the vigilance and enthusiasm of my fellow Australians it gives me heart and

inspires me to keep working," he said.

WA clean-up co-ordinator Theresa Murphy said thousands of West Australians were

expected to get their hands dirty at today's events. The state's focus this year is the illegal dumping of household and industrial waste and its effect on native bushland.

"It (illegal dumping) is a growing problem -- people are dumping their unwanted rubbish into the bush in an effort to avoid tip fees," she said.

"It's everything from household waste to old car bodies, construction- site rubbish and even asbestos."

Ms Murphy said the environmental and health ramifications of

illegal dumping were

significant.

"There are all sorts of dangers, like solvents leaching into ground water and potential bushfires from old cars being torched," she said.

A wide range of community groups will participate in today's clean-up, from Girl Guides and Scouts to environmental and church groups, with some sites expected to attract up to 300 volunteers.

"In some places we only get half a dozen people but any input is welcome and we encourage everybody to take part," Ms Murphy said.

Australia's largest

vacuum retailer, Godfreys, says recycling old vacuum cleaners can save thousands of cubic metres of landfill each year.

Godfreys has been recycling vacuum cleaners for 70 years, saving the equivalent of four shipping containers of old appliances going into landfill each month. This equates to nearly 2700 cubic metres of landfill annually.

The move has been supported by the organisers of Clean Up Australia Day, who have identified illegal dumping of appliances such as vacuum cleaners as a major environmental problem.

METROPOLITAN

Hinds Reserve, Bayswater: 8am-5pm; Piney Lakes, Booragoon: 9am-12 noon; John Forrest National Park, cnr Toodyay and Newman roads: 9am-noon; Mason's Landing, Cannington: 8am-noon; Point Walter Reserve, Bicton, Honour Ave, 9am-noon; South Beach, South Fremantle, 8.30am-2.30pm; Progress Drive, Bibra Lake 7.30am-10.30am; Kallaroo Beach, cnr Whitfords Ave and North Shore Drive, 8.30am-1pm

REGIONAL

DONNYBROOK: Preston River banks and BBQ area, 9.30am-11am. ALBANY: Eyre Park: 10am-noon. MANDURAH: Foreshore, under the new bridge: 9am-11am

*  A full list of sites is at www.cleanup.com.au or call 1800 024 890

LOAD-DATE: March 6, 2004
Financial Times (London, England)
March 6, 2004 Saturday 
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HEADLINE: EU official opposes overhaul of global trade rules

BYLINE: By TOBIAS BUCK

DATELINE: BRUSSELS 

BODY:


Pascal Lamy, European Union trade commissioner, yesterday signalled his opposition to calls for a radical overhaul of global trade rules that would let countries impose trade restrictions based on their social or environmental values.

Mr Lamy told a conference in Brussels that giving countries an "untrammelled right to adopt any measure they pleased, however unfair, unreasonable or unrelated to any agreed international framework" would lead to "blinkered, selfish protectionism". 

It was not the World Trade Organisation's job to "regulate everything under the sun", he said, pointing out that its present rules already gave countries much flexibility to defend their values.

In any case, he argued, institutions such as the International Labour Organisation or the United Nations Environment Programme were more appropriate outlets for pursuing the social and environmental agenda. These bodies' rules, however, needed to be respected by the WTO.

Mr Lamy's comments represented his first public statement on the issue of "collective preferences" - a controversial concept built around a nation's or trade bloc's shared values and standards, and the methods by which these values can be upheld in the face of trade liberalisation.

A controversial recent paper drawn up by advisers to Mr Lamy recently suggested that WTO rules should be changed to allow governments to ban imports in cases where free trade threatens to undermine those values.

The most widely debated example of such a contradiction between free trade and social values is Europe's continuing reluctance to allow imports of genetically modified crops. The EU is moving closer to lifting its de facto moratorium on the approval of new GM products, but its hesitation has sparked a trade dispute between Brussels and the US government.
The Indpendent

Scientist 'gagged' by No 10 after warning of global warming threat 
By Steve Connor and Andrew Grice

08 March 2004

Downing Street tried to muzzle the Government's top scientific adviser after he warned that global warming was a more serious threat than international terrorism.

Ivan Rogers, Mr Blair's principal private secretary, told Sir David King, the Prime Minister's chief scientist, to limit his contact with the media after he made outspoken comments about President George Bush's policy on climate change.

In January, Sir David wrote a scathing article in the American journal Science attacking Washington for failing to take climate change seriously. "In my view, climate change is the most severe problem we are facing today, more serious even than the threat of terrorism," he wrote.

Support for Sir David's view came yesterday from Hans Blix, the former United Nations chief weapons inspector, who said the environment was at least as important a threat as global terrorism. He told BBC1's Breakfast with Frost: "I think we still overestimate the danger of terror. There are other things that are of equal, if not greater, magnitude, like the environmental global risks."

Since Sir David's article in Science was published, No 10 has tried to limit the damage to Anglo-American relations by reining in the Prime Minister's chief scientist.

In a leaked memo, Mr Rogers ordered Sir David - a Cambridge University chemist who offers independent advice to ministers - to decline any interview requests from British and American newspapers and BBC Radio 4's Today .

"To accept such bids runs the risk of turning the debate into a sterile argument about whether or not climate change is a greater risk," Mr Rogers said in the memo, which was sent to Sir David's office in February. "This sort of discussion does not help us achieve our wider policy aims ahead of our G8 presidency [next year]." The move will be seized on by critics of Mr Blair's stance over the Iraq war as further evidence that he is too subservient to the Bush administration. It will also be seen as an attempt to bolster the Prime Minister's case for pre-emptive strikes to combat the threat of international terrorism, which he outlined in a speech on Friday.

Sir David, who is highly regarded by Mr Blair, has been primed with a list of 136 mock questions that the media could ask if they were able to get access to him, and the suggested answers he should be prepared to give. One question asks: "How do the number of deaths caused by climate change and terrorism compare?" The stated answer that Sir David is expected to give says: "The value of any comparison would be highly questionable - we are talking about threats that are intrinsically different."

If Sir David were to find himself pushed to decide whether terrorism or climate change was the greater threat, he was supposed to answer: "Both are serious and immediate problems for the world today." But this was not what Sir David said on the Today programme on 9 January when the Science article was published.

Asked to explain how he had come to the conclusion that global warming was more serious than terrorism, Sir David replied that his equation was "based on the number of fatalities that have already occurred" - implying that global warming has already killed more people than terrorism.

The leaked memo came to light after a computer disk was discovered by an American freelance journalist, Mike Martin, at the annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in Seattle, where Sir David gave a lecture.

"The disk was lying on the top of a computer in the press room and I popped it into the machine to see what was on it," said Mr Martin, whose own article is published on the ScienceNow website, an online service operated by Science.

Mr Rogers' memo, written a few days before the Seattle conference, was aimed at limiting his exposure to questions from US and British media. While in Seattle, Sir David sat on a panel of scientists at one carefully stage-managed press conference, but his press office said he was too busy to give interviews afterwards to journalists.

Lucy Brunt-Jenner, Sir David's press officer, said she could not comment on internal government documents but said it would be wrong to suggest that Sir David was in any way muzzled. "Sir David had a press conference and he was available to the media at three times," Ms Brunt-Jenner said.

But Norman Baker, the Liberal Democrats' environment spokesman, said: "It's a clear attempt by the Prime Minister to keep Sir David quiet. The Government's chief scientist is the nation's chief scientist and I'd expect him to say what he thinks." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ePolitix

Blix questions terror intelligence 
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The prime minister could be over-estimating the dangers posed by international terrorism, Hans Blix has suggested.
Speaking on Sunday, the former United Nations chief weapons inspector warned against reacting to fears rather than sound intelligence.
His comments come just days after Tony Blair warned of the "mortal danger" of not understanding the threat posed by a new breed of religious fundamentalist terrorists.
"I think we still over-estimate the danger of terror," Blix told BBC1's Breakfast with Frost programme.
"There are other things that are of equal, if not greater, magnitude, like the environmental global risks.
"When Blair says intelligence is becoming ever more important, then I think we have to be careful."
Blix added: "My criticism is that there should have been a bit more patience. 
"If the inspections had gone of for a couple more months, then I think Mr Blair and others would have realised that many pieces of intelligence which they relied upon were not valid."
Meanwhile, the Conservatives stepped up their attack on the government's handling of the decision to go to war with Iraq.
Speaking at the party's spring conference in Harrogate , shadow foreign secretary Michael Ancram the prime minister had lost the trust of the public.
"It is often said that the first casualty of war is truth," Ancram said. 
"Here truth is the inexorable casualty of Blair."
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Many threatened birds 'need help' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


A third of the world's most threatened bird species still need urgent action in order to survive, campaigners say. 
BirdLife International and the UK's Royal Society for the Protection of Birds say 400 species still need help, which is often fairly simple to give. 

Many species already receiving help are responding, showing that help in time can help to prevent them disappearing. 

The two groups say birds are very good at revealing the health of the wider environment and show it is in trouble. 

Widespread threat 
The warning comes in a report, State Of The World's Birds 2004, produced by BirdLife, a global partnership of almost 100 conservation groups. The RSPB is its British partner. 

Birds are excellent environment indicators, and what they are telling us is that there is a fundamental malaise in the way we treat our environment 
Dr Leon Bennum, BirdLife 

The report is being released at a conference of BirdLife partners in the South African city of Durban. 

According to IUCN-The World Conservation Union, 1,211 bird species are globally threatened, an eighth of the world's avian species. 

The report says 24% of these have begun to gain from action to help them, with the benefit to 4% regarded as significant. 

It says this shows how acting in time on the basis of good science "can reverse the slide to extinction". 

BirdLife's director, Dr Michael Rands, said: "State Of The World's Birds presents firm evidence that we are losing birds and other biodiversity at an alarming and ever-increasing rate. 

"The BirdLife Partnership is directly helping to implement actions for 42% of globally threatened birds, but we need support from others, particularly national governments, both in terms of financial help and in establishing and maintaining protected areas." 

That still leaves about 400 threatened species without any help at all, something which worries BirdLife. 

Dr Leon Bennum, State Of The World's Birds' senior editor, said: "Global biodiversity is declining, but accurate measures are hard to come by. 

Success stories 
"The report shows that birds are excellent environment indicators and what they are telling us is that there is a fundamental malaise in the way we treat our environment." 

The report includes many case studies of conservation approaches that work. One has helped the short-tailed albatross, thought extinct until its rediscovery off Japan half a century ago. 

Habitat management and steps to reduce the bycatch of seabirds by fishing fleets have helped it to increase to about 1,200 pairs. 

On the Pacific island state of Vanuatu a chicken-like bird found nowhere else, the Vanuatu megapode, was threatened by over-harvesting of its eggs. 

BIRDS AT RISK 

One in eight of the world's bird species faces extinction 

Half of Africa's key bird areas are threatened by agriculture 

Europe's farmland birds have declined by a third in 40 years 

But a local theatre troupe, Wan Smol Bag, has alerted people to the problem, and there is now a moratorium on egg collection for four months of the year in some areas, and a complete five-year ban elsewhere to allow the bird to recover. 

In contrast, the report says, it is vital to protect the remaining lowland rainforest on the island of Sao Tome off West Africa, but this has not been done. 

So four species remain at risk - the dwarf olive ibis, maroon pigeon, Sao Tome scops owl and Sao Tome oriole. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________BBC

EU transport plan 'risk to birds' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


Ambitious plans for improved transport links in many parts of Europe threaten invaluable wildlife areas and the rare species they harbour, campaigners say. 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, a UK group, says the projects will do enormous damage to wildlife. 

It is demanding detailed assessments of the proposals' impact before the start of work on the new road and rail links. 

The European Parliament is due to vote this week on the plans, known as the Ten-T system, which include waterways. 

Legal breach 'probable' 
Ten-T stands for the Trans-European Networks for Transport: the vote will be on an expanded version of a scheme first proposed several years ago. 

The 30 projects now included in the scheme jeopardise more than 20 sites crucial to endangered birds, the RSPB says. It thinks Ten-T could also break European law. 

Zoltan Waliczky of the RSPB said: "These projects will do untold damage, yet there has been no detailed assessment of their impact on wildlife. 

"They may also break EU environmental law, but because they have been declared to be of European interest they will be given priority when funds are dished out. 

"It is vital that thorough environmental assessments are now carried out, according to the proper European procedures, to ensure they comply with the EU's own laws. 

Strict assessment rules 
"Otherwise habitats of unique wildlife importance, particularly in the accession countries about to join the EU, risk being damaged by transport projects whose worth has yet to be proved." 

Mr Waliczky told BBC News Online: "One key example is the plan for a bridge over the Strait of Messina between mainland Italy and Sicily, a main migratory route for songbirds, storks and birds of prey. 

"With that, and all the other projects, if an assessment shows there'll be a negative impact, you must look for alternatives. 

"If you can't find any you can proceed only for reasons of health or safety, not on economic grounds. 

"If the EU follows this procedure, it will probably find some of these projects cannot go ahead. But there's a huge political push behind them all." 

Massive programme 
The Ten-T proposals will cost around 220bn euros (£154bn) between now and 2020. Apart from the bridge scheme, the RSPB says other damaging plans include one to remove bottlenecks on the Rhine-Main-Danube route. 

This, it fears, will cause irreversible damage to wetlands and the wildlife that lives in them the length of the Danube from Germany to Romania. 

The EU thinks 20,000km (12,500 miles) of roads and 30,000km (18,750 miles) of railways are needed in the accession countries, as well as new river and coastal ports. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/3537239.stm

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


MARCH 6, 2004
Chemical spill leaves 1m with no water 

BEIJING - Nearly one million people in south-western Sichuan province were without water for drinking and bathing yesterday after chemicals spilled from a factory into an important Yangtze river tributary, state media said. 

The authorities shut down water supplies yesterday after a mixture of synthetic ammonia and nitrogen from the Sichuan General Chemical Factory leaked into the Tuo river in the densely populated province, the Shanghai Morning Post reported. 

Water supplies for four residential areas - Jianyang, Zizhong, Neijiang and Luzhou - were severely polluted, and could remain cut for several days, the report said. 

Tests of new equipment, which failed to work properly, led to the accident, a provincial environmental agency official said. 

The Sichuan official said efforts to clean up the river were going well, and the authorities were hoping that supplies could be restored by next week. 

According to Mr Liao, a teacher at Jianyang Middle School, people were waiting two hours or longer each day for free drinking water distributed by the government. 

The pollution was not expected to affect water supplies to Shanghai, the paper said. \-- AP 
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The world is watching, for now

The country's crisis has reached mountainous proportions and as the media pack their bags the fear is it will be forgotten

 
SUE MONTGOMERY
The Gazette
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Trying to help Haiti's helpless: Quebec priest Raymond Pearson plays with some of the 75 children at his Charities of the Divine Mercy orphanage on Thursday. He has been so overwhelmed during the current crisis that, for the first time in 20 years, he has had to turn people away.
 
CREDIT: BRIAN WYTCHERLEY, FREELANCE
 
The Haitian proverb "beyond mountains, there are always mountains" means that once you are able to overcome one problem, there will inevitably be another waiting to be solved.

But one can't help but wonder how the mountain now facing this nation of 8 million people - a country so poor it rivals Afghanistan and Somalia - could ever be traversed.

It is indeed a disaster of mountainous proportions, one that a United Nations Food Program representative last week called "a silent humanitarian crisis."

The world has either chosen to ignore the sheer vastness of the problem, or simply is not reacting fast enough. After weeks of covering the killings and rapid dissolve of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide's government in this tumultuous country that has witnessed a total of 32 coups d'état in its 200-year history, the international media are packing their bags and heading to the next big story.

Without the eyes of the world watching, the fear now is Haiti will be erased from the consciousness of those most able to help.

Long before Aristide's U.S.-assisted flight into exile this week, the country, by any standard, was in dire straits.

There was no infrastructure to speak of, and precious little drinking water, food and fuel with which to cook. The education and health systems were practically non-existent, except for the tiny percentage of those with the means to pay. 

The environment has been destroyed, as trees and forests were decimated in the quest for fire; rivers and lakes were contaminated, and disease was spreading unchecked from mounting piles of garbage and sewage. 

Now, as competing sides vie to fill the political vacuum in this heavily armed, conflict-ridden country, the situation is guaranteed to get much, much worse, before, if ever, the next mountain can be crossed.

Guy Gauvreau, a Montrealer working here with the UN's World Food Program, said even before the crisis, 30 per cent of the population survived on less than $1 a day, and couldn't afford to buy food. Because Haiti doesn't have the capacity to produce enough to feed itself, more than half the food is imported. 

"So now, it's even worse for these people, because food isn't getting in and prices have increased by about 25 per cent," he said, as the organization delivered sacks of rice, corn, sugar and oil to the Charities of the Divine Mercy orphanage run by Quebec priest Raymond Pearson. "The world just doesn't realize the high proportion of people that are starving here."

The 75 children in Pearson's orphanage, 17 of whom are babies, suffer from severe malnutrition and various illnesses after living on a meagre diet of beans and rice for months. They have no milk, no fresh fruit or vegetables, and with water and electricity scarce, their clothing is filthy.

And they just keep coming. For the first time in his 20 years here, Pearson said he had to turn people away when he was overwhelmed by children directly affected by the political upheaval.

"Last week we refused at least a dozen," said Pearson, clearly distraught at his inability to help all those who need it. "They are either left here because the parents can no longer feed them, or the parents have been killed in the crisis."

The international community has been working intensely with a member of Aristide's former ruling Lavalas party, as well as the opposition, to develop a process that will lead the country to democratic elections as soon as possible.

Lurking in the background are heavily-armed supporters of Aristide - fuelled by anger that the president was alleged to have been removed from the country by force by the United States and deposited in the Central African Republic. 

They continue to carry out grisly settling-of-account executions. 

Some rebels, led by Guy Philippe, a former police chief who was fired by Aristide in 1994 and who has vowed to get back at the former priest ever since, have remained in Port-au-Prince.

They arrived in the capital the day after Aristide's departure last week, making a victory drive in a convoy of SUVs through the downtown core to the palace, where Philippe unilaterally declared himself the chief of the reincarnated army.

UNICEF, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the UN, World Vision and others that are a constant in such humanitarian disasters are finding it difficult to get the help to where it is needed most. 

The rules that apply in other countries seem to be non-existent here. People are so desperately poor, and the armed gangs so strung out on drugs, that medical supplies and food aid have been looted, and doctors have had guns held to their heads by young thugs desperate to save one of their own. 

While life on the streets appears on the surface to be back to normal, the population is holding its breath for the next explosion of violence. 

It is therefore imperative, says a diplomatic source close to the negotiations on a plan that will lead to elections, that they succeed. There is fear in many circles, however, that it is already too late.

The international community hesitantly waded into the fray last fall, examining whether it was prepared to step in and deal with the simmering crisis.

"The question was: 'Do we want such a situation?' " the source said, clearly angry at the lack of action. "And if the answer is no, then act now. If yes, then we better be prepared to bring in the resources."

Today, albeit in a very precarious atmosphere, the world has an opportunity to deal with Haiti once and for all, but it must learn from the mistakes made in 1994.

Then, former U.S. president Bill Clinton sent in 20,000 troops to stem the huge influx of Haitian refugees to U.S. shores by restoring Aristide to power after he was overthrown in a military coup just eight months after becoming the country's first democratically elected president.

"They had 20,000 troops here and they left the arms," the source said. "It was just appalling - and they need a mandate now to disarm."

But the 1,000 U.S. marines, 130 French soldiers and handful of Canadian JTF-2 members in the country have no such orders. U.S. troops said if they see someone being shot, they will intervene, but if someone comes to them reporting killings going on, they aren't going to react.

When asked what he thought the outcome of the crisis would be, whether this mountain could be crossed in this very unpredictable country in distress, the diplomat simply replied: "My crystal ball shattered months ago."
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Asbestos Epidemic a Persistent Public Health Menace 
WASHINGTON, DC, March 5, 2004 (ENS) - Diseases caused by asbestos claim the lives of at least 27 Americans every day, nearly the number that are slain in firearms assaults, a new review of government data by an environmental research group has found. 

Some 9,907 Americans die each year from cancers and other illnesses caused by asbestos, according to the detailed analysis of government mortality records and epidemiological studies by the Environmental Working Group (EWG) Action Fund released on Thursday. 
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A patient with asbestos related disease performs a lung test (Photo courtesy CDC)
The victims are mostly men over the age of 50, who were exposed to asbestos 20 to 40 years ago when commercial use of the mineral was at its height, the study said. Exposure to asbestos is associated with various types of cancer, including mesothelioma and lung cancer, and nonmalignant conditions such as asbestosis and lung plaques. 

For the first time, the EWG study "Asbestos: Think Again," breaks out the death toll in each state and county nationwide, showing that Los Angeles County has more asbestos-related deaths than anywhere else in the country. 

EWG's Senior Vice President Richard Wiles, the study's lead author, says, "We took a new look at an old subject and found that asbestos is not an economic issue but a public health crisis - one that has yet to reach its peak." 

Wiles says that EWG's focus on asbestos originated six years ago in an EWG examination of data obtained under the Freedom of Information Act from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration on the major environmental exposure risks affecting American workers. Asbestos exposure and risk topped the list. 

More information was assembled through the EWG's Chemical Industry Archives project, which Wiles wrote, "enabled us to analyze and post online the damning internal documents from the asbestos industry and its insurers, and to examine the numerous flaws of the Toxic Substances Control Act." 

"Of the dozens of case histories of industrial pollution that EWG has developed through the Archives over the past five years," wrote Wiles, "none shocked or angered us more than the story of cold, calculating indifference to human life that emerges from the memos, correspondence and studies of the asbestos industries and their insurance companies." 

The study reports that 30 million pounds of asbestos are still used in the United States each year and each year more than one million workers are exposed to it. 

Asbestos exposure usually occurs by breathing contaminated air in workplaces that make or use asbestos. Asbestos is also found in the air of buildings containing asbestos that are being torn down or renovated. 

Tremolite asbestos (Photo courtesy ATSDR)
Asbestos is the name given to a group of six different fibrous minerals that occur naturally in the environment. Asbestos minerals have long separable fibers that are strong and flexible enough to be spun and woven and are heat resistant. 

Left in place they are relatively harmless, but once airborne asbestos fibers damage the lungs and the membrane that surrounds the lungs. Drinking water may contain asbestos from natural sources or from cement pipes that contain asbestos. Cigarette smoke and asbestos together significantly increase the chances of getting lung cancer, studies have established. 

For the first time, the EWG Action Fund's interactive website shows Americans how close they live to a site where asbestos was shipped or processed. The study lists sites nationwide where asbestos cleanup is most critical and finds that more than 100,000 people live within half a mile of a site. 

Exposure to asbestos has created a flood of litigation targeting some 8,400 defendant companies in federal and state courts. The U.S. Supreme Court has called these "an elephantine mass" of cases that "defies customary judicial administration and calls for national legislation." 

These comments are quoted in a bill currently before the U.S. Senate. The Asbestos Claims Criteria and Compensation Act of 2003 (S.413) is a Republican proposal to set up a special fund the bill's proponents claim will take care of all asbestos victims. 

Proposed by Sen Don Nickles of Oklahoma and co-sponsored by fellow Oklahoma Senator James Inhofe, and Missouri Senator Jim Talent, the bill's stated purpose is to "conserve the scarce resources of the defendants, and marshal assets in bankruptcy, to allow compensation of cancer victims and others who are physically harmed by exposure to asbestos while securing the right to similar compensation for those who may suffer physical harm in the future." 

But, says EWG, because asbestos-related diseases take up to 50 years to show up, even if everyone who is sick today was helped, the fund would deny justice to hundreds of thousands who have yet to become ill. EWG Action Fund researchers recommend that the federal government ban asbestos immediately and look for a policy solution that will care for all victims - now and in the future. 

EWG Action Fund researchers found that less than two percent of workers exposed to asbestos have asked for help paying medical bills, and that companies who claim to have been driven bankrupt by asbestos suits tell shareholders their bottom lines have not suffered. 

Vermiculite insulation containing asbestos in an attic (Photo courtesy EPA)
The EWG says many of these defendant companies knew asbestos was deadly but continued to poison their workers and the public for the sake of profits. 

Documents published on the EWG website as part of "Asbestos: Think Again" include an original 1988 document from the Manville Trust litigation which states, "...show corporate knowledge of the dangers associated with asbestos dating back to 1934. In addition, the plaintiff's bar will probably take the position - not unreasonably - that the documents are evidence of a corporate conspiracy to prevent asbestos workers learning that their exposure to asbestos could kill them." 

In 1989, EPA banned all new uses of asbestos, but uses established before this date are still allowed. The EPA passed regulations that require school systems to inspect for damaged asbestos and to eliminate or reduce the exposure by removing the asbestos or by covering it up. The agency regulates the release of asbestos from factories and during building demolition or renovation to prevent asbestos from getting into the environment. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration has set limits on the amount of asbestos allowed per cubic meter of workplace air for eight hour shifts and 40 hour work weeks. 

The EWG study lists dozens of widely used consumer products that still contain asbestos, most used in construction. 

The include: acoustical plaster, adhesives, asphalt floor tile, base flashing, blown-in insulation, boiler insulation, breaching insulation, caulking/putties, ceiling tiles and lay-in panels, cement pipes, siding, and wallboard, chalkboards, construction adhesives used to glue down floor tile, carpet, ceiling tile, cooling towers, decorative plaster, ductwork, flexible fabric connections, electric wiring insulation, electrical cloth, electrical panel partitions, elevator brake shoes and equipment panels, fire blankets, curtains and doors, fireproofing materials, flooring backing, heating and electrical ducts, high temperature gaskets, HVAC duct insulation, joint compounds, laboratory gloves, hoods and table tops, packing materials, pipe insulation, roofing felt and shingles, spackling compounds, spray-applied insulation, thermal taping compounds, textured paints and coatings, thermal paper products, vermiculite insulation, vinyl floor tile, vinyl sheet flooring, vinyl wall coverings, and wallboard. 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

 Saudi Arabia

Environment Prize

Saudi Arabia yesterday launched a prize to promote scientific research in environment management in the Arab region. Prince Turki ibn Nasser, chief of the Presidency of Meteorology and Environment Protection, said the prize, valued at SR750,000, would be awarded every two years. It will be given to the best research in environment management, focusing on solving environment problems in the Arab world.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=40742&d=7&m=3&y=2004
Bahrain
Experts probe environmental threats

THREATS to the regional environment through dumping, over-construction, lack of proper planning and inadequate laws were highlighted yesterday.

A regional workshop on the role of Arab parliamentarians in protecting our environment was held at the Sheraton Hotel.

The event was organized by UNEP/ROWA, Shura Council and The Council of Arb Ministers responsible of the Environment. The session was chaired by Shura Council chairman Dr Faisal Al Mousawi who said the region faced huge environmental challenges due to pressures from globalisation and the growing poverty. He also stressed the need for scientific planning and new laws to prevent water resources from being wasted and pollution of Gulf waters due to dumping by ships. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=75725&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26350
Protecting the seas

ENVIRONMENT officials will meet in Bahrain today to discuss ways of combating pollution in the region's waters.

Representatives from all GCC countries and Iran will take part in the meeting, which is being conducted by the Marine Emergency Mutual Aid Centre (MEMAC).

The seven states are all members of the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME).

ROPME states are in the process of finalising an agreement, called the Port State Control Memorandum of Understanding, which will give members the right to impose minimum standards on ships.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=76015&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26353
Qatar

Clean-up drive a great success, says official

The cleaning campaign held in connection with Qatar Environment Day has been a great success, said Darwish Ahmed, head of media affairs at the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves. 
The campaign, which started on the environment day on February 26, continued until March 6, and covered many areas of the country. 
Besides the Khor al-Udaid, the Sealine resort and Mesaieed areas, the campaigners also went to many other locations including Ghar The’alaib, an area off West Bay, said Darwish. 
Besides, students, including girls from government and private schools, cleaned a 4km stretch at Al-Maida in the north-west, the official said. They were helped by staff from SCENR and other volunteers.
http://www.gulf-times.com/
Yemen


Guideline to the EIA system in Yemen

Director General of Monitoring and Assessment at the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA), prepared a report recently on National Efforts in Integrated Assessments and Reporting in Yemen. 

The report is about Yemen’s implementation of the EIA system in Yemen in the aftermath of the secessionist war to mitigate the impact of development activities on the environment.It explains how the legal framework of implementing Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) was first decreed into existence and which bodies took on which roles in ensuring an effective implementation of the EIA system.  

Here are excerpts of the report: “After the unification in 1990, many development projects started to be implemented in the country leading to a series of environmental and social problems, because environmental issues were not taken into consideration. So, it was realized that EIA implementation, as an integral part of the development process, is essential

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_246.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon, 

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman 
We are going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Myanmar:

“Mr. Razali Ismail, Special Envoy of the Secretary-General, visited Myanmar from 1 to 4 March to continue his efforts to facilitate national reconciliation and democratization based on the participation of all parties concerned in the country’s process for a democratic transition.

“Mr. Razali had discussions with government officials, including Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and Foreign Minister Win Aung.  He also met with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other senior members of the National League for Democracy (NLD), as well as representatives of various ethnic nationality groups.

“During these meetings, the Special Envoy emphasized the need for all the parties, in the name of the people of Myanmar, to turn over a new page so as to make the democratic transitional process all-inclusive and credible.  In this context, he was encouraged by the expressions of commitment of the Prime Minister to implement, in an all-inclusive manner, the Government’s seven-step road map, starting with the reconvening of the National Convention.

“During Mr. Razali’s discussion with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, she indicated that she and her colleagues from the NLD’s Central Executive Committee should be released and allowed to resume political activities, and for the offices of the NLD to be reopened.  Despite the unfortunate events of Depeyin on 30 May of last year, she also indicated her willingness to work for a “harmonized” relationship with Prime Minister Khin Nyunt’s government in order to move process ahead.”

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman 
The second statement regards Venezuela:

“The Secretary-General is following with concern the latest developments in Venezuela.  He is dismayed at the violence that occurred since last week.

“He welcomes the support given by the Organization of American States and the CarterCenter to the work of the National Electoral Council (CNE), an important element in ensuring a peaceful, electoral and constitutional solution to the country’s political impasse.

“The United Nations will continue to be engaged in supporting the Government and other parties in seeking peaceful solutions to resolving their differences.”

**Haiti Update
An update on humanitarian situation in Haiti:  The overall security situation is starting to return to normal in the capital, Port-au-Prince.

Some banks and stores have reopened for business.  Commercial flights have resumed there, and the World Food Programme has begun operations.

As well, UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, a group of NGOs and the Red Cross are making deliveries to hospitals and health centres in Port-au-Prince.

Outside the capital -– the UN is working with local authorities and the Multinational Interim Force to open up other areas for the delivery of humanitarian assistance.

The World Food Programme has a ship with 1,200 tonnes of food sailing off the shore of the northern city of Cap-Haitien to deliver supplies there when conditions permit.

**Security Council
Demetrius Pericos, the acting Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission, better known as UNMOVIC, briefed the Security Council this morning on its sixteenth quarterly report issued earlier this week.

Following that item, Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Coordinator and top humanitarian official, briefed on the humanitarian situation in Haiti. 

The Security Council President for March, Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière of France, is expected to go to the press stakeout after consultations have ended. 

**Weapons of Mass Destruction
Earlier this morning, the Secretary-General addressed a conference on weapons of mass destruction, hosted by the InternationalPeaceAcademy.

In remarks prepared for the conference, he noted that ever since its creation the UN has been seeking the global elimination of weapons of mass destruction. 

While treaty regimes have great potential, he stressed that reliable verification measures are needed and that the world must strengthen its resolve to enforce such commitments.  We have the full text of his remarks available in my Office.

**Canada
One item we did not mention in the announcement of the Secretary-General’s trip to Canada, which begins on Monday. 

On Tuesday, he will have the opportunity to meet with 10 to 15 leaders of Canadian non-governmental organizations. 

He will deliver brief opening remarks after which he will have an off-the-record discussion with them centred on the Millennium Development Goals.  

**Cyprus
The Secretary-General’s Adviser for Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, is in Ankara today for consultations with Turkish officials.  And Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast has returned from Cyprus where he observed the talks for a few days and is reporting to the Secretary-General today.

**Peacekeeping Budget
According to the latest overview of the UN’s peacekeeping budget, $2.6 billion was spent between June 2002 and June 2003 on 11 peacekeeping missions.

In terms of manpower, the annual report shows a growth trend in the numbers of peacekeepers, military observers and police.

For the 2000/2002 budget biennium, some 38,500 men and women served in uniform under the UN flag.  We expect that number to jump to about 52,700 for the 2004/2005 biennium.

At the same time, the number of actual missions has decreased from 15 to 12 for the same time frame.  But as you know, it’s on the rise again rather rapidly.

**Libya/OPCW
Today in The Hague, a delegation from the Libyan Government submitted a complete initial declaration of all chemical weapons and relevant information to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW).  Libya’s declaration includes approximately 23 metric tons of mustard gas, one inactivated chemical weapons production facility, and two chemical weapons storage facilities.  Libya has now fulfilled one of its most important initial obligations under the Chemical Weapons Convention -– and this paves the way for the inspection and verification of its declaration.  The OPCW will begin conducting inspections at all declared sites and facilities in Libya shortly.  There is a press release on that.

**Human Rights
Bertrand Ramcharan, the Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, released this morning a summary of his annual report, which will be presented in full in second half of the month in Geneva.

The report assesses the state of human rights in the contemporary world and looks at some of the key building blocks for international cooperation; examines the state of human rights protection; and makes suggestions for strengthening international protection.

In fighting terrorism, Mr. Ramcharan says, States must recommit themselves to their responsibilities to respect, protect and fulfil fundamental human rights.

He also makes a special plea for the Commission on Human Rights to act on the problem of trafficking of young women.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Western Sahara
This morning, a plane belonging to the UN Mission in Western Sahara left Tindouf carrying a group of Saharan refugees for a five-day visit to Laayoune, in Western Sahara.  The same plane is then to depart from Laayoune today to take another group of Saharans to Tindouf.

Both groups are travelling for the first time in more than a quarter of a century to visit their relatives on the other side, as the Family Visits Programme begins.  That programme is an effort by the UN refugee agency to improve the lives of the refugees in Tindouf through weekly, reciprocal family visits.

The UN Mission expresses its appreciation to all the parties for the high level of cooperation and goodwill that has made the family visits possible.

We have a note from the UN refugee agency with more details upstairs.

**Cameroon/Nigeria
Starting today, a tripartite delegation from Cameroon, Nigeria, and the United Nations will visit several countries to mobilize further diplomatic and financial support for the work of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission.

The Commission is helping implement the October 2002 judgment of the International Court of Justice related to the border dispute between these two countries. 

This trip follows the conclusion of the first field visit by the Mixed Commission to the BakassiPeninsula.  We have a press release with more details.

**Sierra Leone
The Special Court for Sierra Leone announced today that it would be sponsoring a fund-raising football event called “Play for Justice”, which will feature a pre-game demonstration match by the Sierra Leone amputee team known as the Single Leg Football Club.

As you’ll recall, amputations of civilians by the rebels became the brutal hallmark of the war in Sierra Leone.

**ILO/Women Report
Women are entering the global labour force in record numbers -– but they still face higher unemployment rates and lower wages, and represent 60 per cent of the world’s 550 million working poor.

Those are some of the key findings of "Global Employment Trends for Women 2004" –- a new report by the International Labour Organization (ILO), prepared for International Women’s Day, which is this coming Monday.

The ILO says that unless progress is made in taking women out of poverty by creating productive and decent employment, one of the Millennium Development Goals –- that of halving poverty by 2015 -– will remain out of reach in most regions of the world.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Photo Exhibit
The World Press Photo Contest exhibit will open this afternoon at 6 p.m. in the Visitors’ Lobby.

The exhibit is sponsored by the Mission of the Netherlands and the Information Department here at the UN and showcases award-winning images by photojournalists from around the world, as selected by an international jury from the World Press Photo Foundation.

The event will be officially opened by Nane Annan, Ambassador Dirk Jan van den Berg of the Netherlands, Peter Bakker, Board Member of the World Press Photo Foundation, and Shashi Tharoor, the head of the UN’s Department of Public Information.  We have a note to correspondents on that upstairs.

**Guest at Noon on Monday
Our guest at the noon briefing on Monday will be Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women, and she will be here to talk about the theme of this year’s International Women’s Day, which is “Women and HIV/AIDS”.

**The Week Ahead at United Nations
And we have the Week Ahead for you to help you plan your coverage of the UN next week.

That’s all I have.  Erwin?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, does the Secretary-General have any comment on the delay in the signing in Baghdad of the interim constitution?

Spokesman:  No.  No.  It’s been signed, hasn’t it?

Question:  It was supposed to be signed at 9 this morning and it was delayed.  I hadn’t heard that that it was.

Spokesman:  Okay.  No, he has no comment.  Yes?

Question:  Will we have access to Mr. Egeland some time today or is he going to come to the stakeout? 

Spokesman:  We can ask him to come to the stakeout after his briefing.  You’re not the only one to have asked that question this morning.  So, we’ll do that.  Yes?  [The Spokesman later announced that Mr. Egeland would speak to correspondents at the stakeout as requested.]

Question:  Will you comment on the UN’s decision to hire an outside security firm for security?

Spokesman:  I believe that you’re referring to a wire service report of earlier this week mentioning that a tender had been sent out for security services?  All I can say on that is that we’re looking at many different ways of improving our security system worldwide.  I wouldn’t comment on that particular tender, but it is part of a rather sweeping overview with a view to overhauling our security system fundamentally.  Yes?

Question:  How many days is Alvaro de Soto going to stay in Ankara? 

Spokesman:  I don’t have that information, sorry.  I’ll try to find out for you and will get back to you after the briefing.  Yes?  [He later said he would be returning to Cyprus today or tomorrow.]

Question:  You’ve provided some interesting statistics about peacekeeping and my question is:  Has the peacekeeping ebbed and flowed, do you see and does the Secretary-General see an evolution of the UN’s role in which peacekeeping takes on a more prominent position or is this just cyclical? 

Spokesman:  There has been something of a cyclical nature to peacekeeping as far as the number of missions and the number of peacekeepers deployed.  But the overall trend, of course, is up.  The latest trend points to a significant increase in peacekeeping both in the number of missions and in personnel deployed.  I don’t know that we would surpass the peak, which might have been 1993 when we had between 70,000 and 80,000 peacekeepers.  At that time, there were three huge missions:  Bosnia, Cambodia and Somalia.  But we’re moving in that direction.  

Since the early 1990s when we were struggling so desperately to administer all those personnel and all those missions with just a handful of people here, there’s been the Brahimi report recommending the expansion of the Peacekeeping Department; and that’s under way.  The Department will be considerably larger.  They’re still struggling to fill the vacant posts, as we mentioned in yesterday’s briefing from the OIOS report, but I think we’re in a much better position today to manage the volume of work.  

That said, the sudden start-up or prospective start-up in the near future of so many missions is going to put a strain even on the expanded Peacekeeping Department.  Having the number of planners needed is a stress, and I think that Mr. Guéhenno made some comments to you at the stakeout Sunday night when he came out of the Council meeting on Haiti.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Reginald Dumas, the Special Envoy, is in Haiti now, is he or isn’t he?

Spokesman:  No.  We announced that he went to Jamaica yesterday and I was told a few minutes ago that he is still in Jamaica today.

Question:  Do you know when he might go to Haiti?

Spokesman:  I believe, I don’t want to predict, but I think sometime next week you might see him in Haiti.  That’s our plan.  Lee?

Question:  The Peace Academy meetings are usually off-the-record meetings; can we quote from the Secretary-General’s statement?

Spokesman:  Yes.  We put that out, or we will be putting it out shortly.  We need to amend the text to put in a few of the changes he made in delivery, but you may quote from it.  Irwin?

Question:  Just as an update, it still hasn’t been signed, but on another matter, I am wondering if the Secretary-General has had a few days now to chew over the recommendations of the report from Mr. Walzer, and I am wondering if he has been able to make any decisions yet on reforms or personnel changes that he might make because of that, and if he is having any second thoughts on not making public a little bit of what the report might have found? 

Spokesman:  He has asked a small number of his advisers to review the report.  He himself will most likely not be able to read through the 170 pages or whatever it is until the weekend.  The reading will be the easy part.  The tough part will be deciding where existing arrangements and procedures might have failed; and, therefore, need to be changed or fixed, and judging the performance of his own staff.  So, I think you’re rushing it a bit to say that a report as comprehensive as this can be digested in 24 or 48 hours.  And I think I made clear, I hope I made clear, why we can’t go public with this.

We’ve already gone public with the Ahtisaari report, which was about as dramatic as you would get.  He said the UN’s security system is dysfunctional.  So, we know there are things that need to be fixed.  This second accountability panel looked at the actions of individuals, what they did and how they did it.  And that’s just to help the Secretary-General correct any flaws there are in the system; and we know there are flaws, fundamental flaws, from the Ahtisaari report.

But because this report goes into great detail of interviews, who said what, who did what, minute-by-minute, hour-by-hour; and because there is the possibility that disciplinary action will be taken, in order to protect due process, we have to keep this confidential.  Now, once the Secretary-General makes decisions, if he does, about changing our security procedures, we will announce those.  If individuals eventually are relieved of their responsibilities, we will announce that.  But this document has to be kept confidential, and not suppressed.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Environmental Data Interactive - New project launched to restore Kenyan water supply�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ivory" ��Reuters - Kenya Asks for Southern African Ivory Sale Freeze�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��IPS - Prognosis Gloomy for Already Ailing Environment� *


� HYPERLINK  \l "deforestacion" ��Mural.com - Ven alarmante deforestación en AL�


� HYPERLINK  \l "caminodiferente" ��Noticias.info - PNUMA: América Latina precisa camino diferente a países desarrollados para reducir deterioro ambiental�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contaminantes" ��El Siglo de Torreon - Contaminantes tóxicos deben ser prioridad para México�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Hero" ��The Sunday Times - From sailing hero to Captain Clean�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trade" ��The Financial Times, London - EU official opposes overhaul of global trade rules�





* Several articles forwarded on the launch of GEO LAC3.  May be obtained from Media UNIT


** E.A. Standard – Dam rehabilitation set to cost Sh44m (article available in Media Unit)
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