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 Iraq's marshlands deserve attention too
      BYLINE: By John Timpane

      Reconstruction has begun in Iraq. Everyone wants something different. Hundreds of priorities jostle for

      position. So I'm not saying that what I want is the first thing the world should do.

      It's crucial to restore food, electricity, work, security and dignity to Iraq. It's essential to get political

      change started. That's what we are (and should be) doing now. 

      But high among our priorities must come the careful, compassionate restoration of the marshlands of

      southeast Iraq.

      Some 8,000 square miles of marshland once lay between Basra, al-Nasiriyah, and al-Kut. This is ancient

      Mesopotamia, the Tigris-Euphrates land where Eden was, where Abraham wandered, where the first cities

      arose.

      Now all but 16 percent to 18 percent is wasteland, some crusted with salt two feet thick. This is also the

      land of the Maadan or "Marsh Arabs," whose culture predates Uruk, the "first city." About 200,000 Maadan once lived here; now between 10,000 and 20,000 do.

      Saddam Hussein perpetrated one of the worst humanly driven ecological disasters of all time when he

      drained and dammed the marshlands. There had been many drainage schemes before him, but his idiocies

      accelerated the catastrophe. It ranks with the depredation of the Amazon, the mess in the old Soviet Union,

      and the Three Gorges Dam in China.

      He began with fairly good engineering reasons, but then he saw it would be easier to get at oil deposits if

      the marshes went away. Other reasons were political. Saddam couldn't beat Iran in his 1980s war, partly

      due to marshlands (nice for guerrillas, inconvenient for armies). So arose a disastrous system of tactical

      earthworks.

      Later, his aim was revenge against the Maadan, Shiites who rose up against him after Desert Storm. He

      responded in Saddam fashion, bombing villages, murdering, relocating _ and draining their ancestral

      homelands.

      No central reclamation program yet exists. It's too early to ask for one. The United States Agency for

      International Development has issued requests for proposals, including one to the Institute for Strategic

      Threat Analysis at the University of Pennsylvania. The United Nations Environment Program is drawing

      up plans. Important roles may go to groups such as AMAR and Eden Again, which long have had the

      marshlands and the Maaden at heart.

      This is going to be a huge, hard task. Much of the marshland can't be reclaimed. We don't know how the

      seed banks in the dry earth will respond. Nor can you just bust all the dams and let the water flow. You

      don't revivify salt marshes that way _ in fact, it's a great way to create a vast, reeking soup. No: You send

      experts to determine how to bring the water back. First efforts likely will focus on the least-affected areas,

      such as the Huwaiza marshes straddling the Iran-Iraq border. As a symbol of what's to come, our troops

      have busted one dam.

      Why save the marshlands? They filter and cleanse Iraq's great rivers. They are crucial spawning grounds for Persian Gulf fisheries, critical sites of bird migration, an essential part of a struggling water system. Thomas  Neff, professor and senior research fellow at the Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of  Pennsylvania, calls them "the most important marshlands between eastern Europe and south Asia."

      The best reason is that there can be no real recovery without water. Industry and agriculture depend on it.

      And Iraqis should have Iraq back healthy, whole, ready to serve them _ not with one of their most treasured  regions in such ugly distress. If we want the people to forget Hussein, let's make sure the land forgets  Hussein.

      ___

      ABOUT THE WRITER

      John Timpane is commentary page editor of the Philadelphia Inquirer. Readers may write to him at:

      Philadelphia Inquirer, 400 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19130, or by e-mail at

      jtimpane@phillynews.com.
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Water for the Ma'dan

      The great fear for many in the months leading up to the war in Iraq was that the United States and Britain,

      in unleashing their military fury on what was once the Garden of Eden, would destroy the lives of thousands of innocent Iraqis. In fact, the opposite has happened in the case of the Marsh Arabs of southern Iraq.

      These people, the Ma'dan, who have farmed and fished on the grassy tussocks that dot the vast marshlands      at the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers for 5,000 years, were subjected to the full force of    Saddam's vicious genocidal inhumanity, his troops gunning down whole villages. Numbering some 250,000 in 1991, the Ma'dan population is now less than a fifth of that. And in what the U.N. Environmental Program has called one of the world's worst environmental catastrophes, the waters that had made the Ma'dan's 12,000-square-mile home a kind of Edenic, reed-built Venice -- described by Gavin Maxwell in The People of the Reeds -- were drained by Saddam, taking with them the fish, waterfowl and other wildlife that the  Ma'dan depended on - leaving a wasteland of dried up and dead vegetation. (Several of the otters that      figured in Maxwell's Ring of Bright Water were acquired from the Ma'dan.) 

      But now, there are reports that parts of the parched region are suddenly being flooded. Indeed, British

      military authorities in Basra are puzzled as to where the water is coming from, and are studying satellite

      photos to discover the source, though potential sites are numerous. Saddam diverted the rivers with a

      system of diked channels. We hope that Iraqis are tearing down these dikes and dams wherever they may

      be and opening every sluice gate they can find, and that a huge human and ecological tragedy is ending. As

      Faidh Hassan al-Jaary said in The Boston Globe, "The good life will return as long as we have water."

      LOAD-DATE: May 7, 2003
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Agence France Presse

May 7, 2003 

World Bank approves 5 million dollar grant to protect Jordan's health plants

      The World Bank has approved a five million dollar grant from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to help Jordan improve the conservation of medicinal herbs and plants, a statement said Wednesday.

      "The over-harvesting and over-grazing of medicinal and herbal plants in their natural habitats, combined with  the increasing demand for these plants have led to depletion of natural stocks in the wild," the statement

      said. 

      "The project (approved Tuesday) will address the root causes of biodiversity loss and barriers to sustainable  use," the statement said, quoting World Bank senior environmental specialist Nicole Glineur.

      According to studies quoted by the World Bank, an estimated "100 species of endemic and rare plants

      comprising about 2.5 percent of the total flora have been identified" in Jordan.

      "A total of 485 species of medicinal plants, which belong to 330 genera and 99 families, have been recorded  in Jordan," said the statement released in Washington and received in AFP in Amman.

      Medicinal and herbal plants in Jordan have been used in preventive and curative health and many contribute  to reducing soil and water loss, in the chronically drought-stricken country.

      "The project will also establish an operational database, gene pool and monitoring service, improve the

      livelihood of rural communities, promote public awareness ... and engage local communities in conservation,  management and income generating programs," the statement added.

      The World Bank noted that Jordan ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1993 and the

      Desertification Convention three years later.

      Jordan "has been one of the most successful countries at implementing key community-drive development

      conservation activities", the World Bank said.

      The World Bank is one of the implementing agencies of the Global Environment Facility, along with the UN  Development Programme and the UN Environment Programme. _________________________________________________________________________________________

The Philippine STAR 05/04/2003 

World Environment Day literary & arts competition set 

By Benny G. Enriquez
 


On June 5, the "World Environment Day (WED)" will be celebrated with the theme "Water – Two Billion People Are Dying for It". For the highlight of the celebration, United Nations Environment Programme’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP/ROAP) is holding an art and writing competition for students from six to 16 years old. 

Adopting this year’s WED theme, the competition aims to raise awareness about water conservation and management and share experience between developed and developing countries. This year’s theme must be interpreted in the entries, in the form of poems, paintings or drawings, still photos or short essays drawn from real day-to-day experience of water management in schools, communities and homes. 

Illustrations of traditional folklore and indigenous methods for conservation, collection and purification of water and practical solutions to water scarcity, poor water quality and resource conflict are also encouraged. 

A selection of best entries will be exhibited for WED in Bangkok, Thailand, and will be considered for publication in UNEP’s educational booklet. Prizes for the best three entries will be given directly by UNEP/ROAP. 

The 1st prize winner will receive round trip air tickets to Bangkok for two, hotel accommodation and living allowance for the duration of their stay. The second and third prize winners will each received a certificate. 

Entries must be sent directly to the person address below UNEP/ROAP on or before May 5, 2003. 

Attention: JANE LUGO-MORALES, Information Assistant, United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP/ROAP), 10th Floor, UN Building, Rajdamnern Ave., Bangkok 10200, Thailand, Tel. No, (662) 288-1873, Fax No. (662) 280-3829 Email: lugo-morales@un.org 

Detailed rules and entry forms are available in the Environmental Education Information Division, EMB-DENR, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Q.C. Tel/Fax Nos. 920-2251 to 522. Entry forms can be downloaded via http:\emb.gov.ph 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

May 6, 2003 Tuesday

Air pollution: 'asian brown cloud' spurs international disputes
      BODY:

      Research into the "Asian Brown Cloud," a two-mile thick  blanket of pollution covering southern Asia, has been stymied by international disputes and a decision by the United Nations Environment Programme to cut off funding for research assistance in February.

      Officials have said international rancor over the cloud could thwart development in further research of the relationship between climate change and pollution, which relies on international cooperation.

      A UNEP study last August concluded the cloud is threatening the lives of millions of people. The study indicated that  respiratory illness appears to be rising with pollution in South Asia, playing a role in the premature deaths of a half-million people in India each year. The cloud of pollution reduces the amount of sunlight reaching the land and water by 10 percent to 15 percent, cooling the ground and oceans while warming the atmosphere, the study said. That effect seems to have changed the region's weather patterns, worsening flooding in some     countries in the region while reducing rain in other parts of India and Pakistan. The study called for monitoring stations to record the cloud's behavior and its impact on the region  (Greenwire, August 12, 2002). 

      The study attributed the pollution to forest fires, wood- and dung-burning stoves and increases in the burning of fossil fuels in vehicles and power plants. Indian officials, displeased at being found responsible for the cloud, called the study "scientific fraud" and pushed for UNEP to drop further funding.

      The study has also played into the battle between the United States and other nations over the causes of global

      warming and the Kyoto Protocol. The Bush administration said the Asian Brown Cloud supported their rejection of the Kyoto  Protocol, which it opposes in part because it ignores pollution developing nations such as India and China.

      James R. Mahoney, assistant secretary of Commerce and head of the Bush administration's climate change research, said the Asian Brown Cloud shows as much as half of global warming may be the result of long-distance travel of airborne soot and other  pollutants. He said the cloud was as important in charting weather changes as the 1980s discovery of El Nino. U.S.  officials are expected to press for increased U.N. funding for

      further satellites and observation stations to chart similar  data (John J. Fialka, Wall Street Journal [subscription  required], May 6). -- AAF

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service

May 6, 2003, Monday

Argentina: despite warnings, floods caught province off guard
Scientific researchers, meteorologists, environmentalists and journalists had long warned about the risk of

      severe flooding in the northwestern Argentine province of Santa Fe.

      But authorities turned a deaf ear, the principles of disaster-preparedness were ignored, and the worst

      natural disaster in the history of the province claimed at least 23 lives.

      Nearly half of the city of Santa Fe, population 400,000, was flooded when the Salado river began to

      overflow its banks on April 28. By Tuesday, around 100,000 evacuees were still living in shelters, and a

      similar number have been given refuge in the homes of family and friends. 

      The economic losses -- crops, merchandise, homes and infrastructure -- are estimated at $ 300 million.

      The provincial government is seeking credit for repairing infrastructure and pressing for the forgiveness of

      mortgage and tax payments owed by those affected by the disaster. At the same time, it is gearing up for a

      flood of demands for indemnification and assistance.

      Within just a few hours after the river overflowed its banks last week, the water had risen to rooftop level in many neighborhoods, and turned streets into rivers.

      Eight days later, mountains of garbage -- mainly broken, twisted furniture and soaked mattresses, books and papers -- can be seen on the sidewalks and streets in the few areas of the city where the water has

      receded enough to make the ground visible. The stench of dead animals and a collapsed sewer system is

      strong.

      Doctors are preparing for an outbreak of diarrhea and respiratory ailments, Dr. Dar o Montenegro, assistant  director of the Cull n Hospital of Santa Fe, said Tuesday.

      Governor Carlos Reutemann and Santa Fe Mayor Marcelo Alvarez said they had not received any warnings about a catastrophe waiting to happen.

      But a local university, the Universidad del Litoral (UNL), as well as the National Water Institute and the

      National Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA), say that is not true.

      Researchers at the UNL Faculty of Engineering and Hydric Sciences say that since 1978, they had been

      recommending a close monitoring of the water level in the Salado river, as well as the construction of dikes,  which began to be built but were never completed.

      "I requested meetings with the governor, but he never met with me," the dean of the university, Mario

      Barletta, said this week.

      Technical experts at INTA pointed out that a network of sensors that measured the water level in the river

      fell into disuse in 1990 due to a lack of budget funds, while radars purchased for preventive purposes were

      never installed.

      They also said the water was now trapped in the city by the few existing barriers, which were overrun by

      the floodwater.

      The local daily newspaper El Litoral issued a warning on March 20, in an article titled "The Salado River

      Threatens Santa Fe Neighborhoods". And on April 26, it reported an alert given by helicopter pilots who saw "an enormous mass of water that was coming towards the city," local environmentalist Jorge

      Capatto pointed out to IPS.

      In 1992, Capatto, with the provincial environmental organization Fundaci n Proteger - the Protect

      Foundation - received the Global 500 prize awarded by the United Nations Environment Program for his

      contribution to conserving the environment.

      The earlier El Litoral article cited the warnings of meteorologists meeting in March at the Regional Forum on Climate Prediction, held in Buenos Aires, who forecast higher than normal rainfall and temperatures in Santa Fe as a result of climate change.

      "This is the story of a disaster that had been announced ahead of time," said Capatto. "In Santa Fe, we

      have a chronic problem with water. Floods are becoming more and more frequent, because the city is in a

      low-lying area, and is located between the Parana and Salado rivers. We already experienced major flooding  in 1905, 1983, 1992 and 1998."

      The residents of the provincial capital should have received training in emergency and evacuation

      procedures, as do people who live in earthquake-prone areas or near nuclear plants, said Capatto. "We need  emergency, early warning and evacuation plans, and should even carry out periodic drills in our schools

      and neighborhoods," he argued.

      But no preparedness system had been put into place. Most of the victims, who according to fire fighters

      number more than 23, drowned inside their homes, because they were unable to get out in time. "The

      irresponsibility of the authorities in that sense is unspeakable," said the environmentalist.

      Capatto noted that Santa Fe was built in an area at high risk of flooding. He also pointed to the irony of the

      fact that the population of the city, and the ranks of city officials, include an unusually large number of

      hydraulic engineers.

      But "what we saw here was enormous negligence, because our authorities do not take warnings about

      climate change seriously, and ignore the alerts sent out by scientists," he charged.

      Reutemann initially said that aid to the victims of the flooding took priority over any possible sanctions for

      local officials. But on Tuesday he sacked the provincial director of Hydraulic Works, Carlos Fratti, "due to the  extremely grave effects of the disaster in the city."

      Thousands of evacuees who lost everything are still packed into schools and other buildings serving as

      shelters. Many of them are sleeping on the bare floor without mattresses, while bathrooms are shared by

      dozens.

      Capatto explained that the problem of overflowing rivers is not only an old one in the province of Santa Fe, but will become a cause of great concern around the entire subregion in the future.

      The Rio de la Plata -- the world's biggest estuary, which separates Argentina and Uruguay -- with "all of its  rivers, is going to bring tremendous headaches to the people of Argentina in the not-so-distant future," he

      predicted.

      "The inadequate use of the soil, irrational deforestation, and large-scale monoculture crops like soy beans,

      added to the water runoff from Brazil, the upper Paraguay river and the plains of Bolivia, have turned this

      area into the spout of a funnel, and when it rains, the water will come pouring in with increasing speed

      and in ever greater amounts," the activist warned.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

Depleted Uranium Shells in Iraq Said Safe

By DENIS D. GRAY

May 6, 2003, 1:57 PM EDT

BAGHDAD, Iraq -- The depleted uranium used in U.S. weapons and armor poses no significant danger to Iraq's people, U.S. military officials said Tuesday. 

Concern over possible health risks posed by depleted uranium surfaced during the 1991 Gulf War, when the U.S. military first used the extremely hard metal in tank and aircraft ammunition as well as in armor. Some Iraqis are now expressing similar anxieties. 

"There is not really any danger, at least that we know about, for the people of Iraq," said Lt. Col. Michael Sigmon, deputy surgeon for the U.S. Army's V Corps. 

He said children playing with expended tank shells would have to eat and then practically suffocate on the depleted uranium residue before any health problems occurred. 

Sigmon told reporters a 10-year study of U.S. soldiers exposed to depleted uranium during the Gulf War showed some had slightly higher levels of uranium traces in their urine but no kidney problems, tumors or bone cancers. Another study of those involved with cleaning up depleted uranium from the battlefield showed no abnormalities, he said. 

V Corps Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth O. Preston said depleted uranium emits only extremely low levels of gamma radiation and low levels of alpha and beta particles that are easily blocked by skin and clothing. 

He said passengers on a long airline flight are exposed to more radiation risk than soldiers hypothetically enclosed for one year in a tank surrounded by armor and shells with depleted uranium. 

Sigmon said no special warnings have been issued to Iraqis about depleted uranium, but leaflets and other information are being circulated warning everyone, especially children, to stay away from all unexploded ordnance. 

Preston said the vast ammunition and weapons caches of the former regime posed a far greater hazard than depleted uranium shells. 

Preston, an expert on tank ammunition, said depleted uranium, a byproduct from the process of enriching uranium for use as fuel or in nuclear weapons, emits 40 percent less radiation than uranium occurring in its natural state. Depleted uranium is also 1.7 times heavier than lead, and thus does not stay suspended as dust particles for very long. 

Depleted uranium is used in armor because its superior strength and density can stop conventional armor-piercing shells. Ammunition with needle-like depleted uranium penetrators can punch through conventional armor. 

Copyright © 2003, The Associated Press
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Associated Press

Cholera outbreak in southern Iraqi city prompts fears of wider 

  BASRA, Iraq (AP) _ Two hospitals in southern Iraq have reported 17 confirmed cases of cholera, and the World Health Organization said Wednesday it fears far more have gone unreported. 

``An outbreak of cholera, affecting probably several hundreds of people, is occurring,'' warned Fadela Chaib of the U.N. agency, which dispatched a team to the southern city of Basra this week. 

Initial cases were seen in children age under 4 from the northern part of the city. Two local hospitals, Al-Tahir Teaching Hospital and Basra Maternal and Child Hospital, have confirmed 17 cases so far. More samples have been sent to a laboratory in Kuwait for confirmation, and final results are expected by Thursday. No deaths have been reported so far. 

Health officials said they feared the problem is already reaching epidemic proportions. 

``If we're seeing 17 confirmed cases, you can expect 10 times more within the larger population,'' said Dr. Denis Coulombier, an epidemiologist with WHO. 

Cholera is a waterborne disease that can be treated if detected. It can be fatal if the victims are malnourished children. 

Health experts have been warning of the potential for a large outbreak of cholera, given the shortages of clean water and the lack of sanitation in the southern Iraqi region. Local hospitals have been reporting increasing numbers of patients admitted with diarrhea and other gastrointestinal complaints. 

During the war, Basra's water treatment system was shut down after coalition air strikes damaged the electric grid which powers the water plant. 

Residents in the city of 2 million went for several weeks without running water. Many collected their drinking water from Shatt al-Arab river or pilfered water from working pipe lines. 

To relieve the water shortages, British forces and aid agencies have continued to send water tankers through the city and surrounding towns daily. British engineers have succeeded in restoring about 80 percent of the water system, but the lack of security in the city remains a major problem. 

In the aftermath of the British takeover, rampant looting and lawlessness raged in the city. The situation has improved, but some looting continues at schools and other public institutions, such as water plants and electric substations, according to U.N. officials. 

Though British forces are conducting regular patrols in the city, they don't have the manpower to provide 24-hour guards. 

``Not enough is being done,'' said U.N. humanitarian spokesman David Wimhurst. ``Unless it's brought under control, this situation will continue. The end result could be catastrophic.'' 

Cholera is one of nature's most efficient killers, sometimes claiming lives within hours of onset. A three-week outbreak of cholera and related diseases killed 50,000 Rwandan refugees in eastern Zaire in 1994. 

It attacks the intestine of humans and can cause death by severe dehydration resulting from diarrhea. The bacteria are easily spread by patients' excrement in the sewage system, which can reach the drinking water supply when water treatment is ineffective. Food washed in polluted water and the unwashed hands of sufferers also help spread the infection. (PROFILE (CAT:Medical;) (CAT:Environment;) (CAT:Defense;) (CAT:Iraq;) 

(SRC:AP; ST:IT;)
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Halliburton contract goes beyond extinguishing oil fires 

By Larry Margasak, 
WASHINGTON — An emergency contract the Bush administration gave to Halliburton Co. to extinguish Iraqi oil fires also gave the firm a more lucrative role in getting the country's oil system up and running, documents showed Tuesday. 

A congressional critic of the Houston company, formerly run by Vice President Dick Cheney, said the administration was hiding the expanded role. 

A spokeswoman for Halliburton said the company's initial announcement of the contract on March 24 disclosed the larger role for its KBR subsidiary. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in a letter to Rep. Henry Waxman last Friday, disclosed that the no-bid contract included not only extinguishing fires but "operation of facilities and distribution of products." 

Waxman, D-Calif., senior Democrat on the House Government Reform Committee, wrote Lt. Gen. Robert Flowers of the Corps on Tuesday, saying the contract "is considerably broader in scope than previously known." The lawmaker also said the Corps' proposal to replace the Halliburton contract with another long-term deal was at odds with administration statements that Iraq's oil belongs to the Iraqi people. 

KBR was given the right to extinguish the oil fires under an existing, contingency contract. Cheney's office has said repeatedly the vice president had no role in the contract award. 

Carol Sanders, a spokeswoman for the Corps of Engineers, said officials were reviewing the letter but had no immediate response. 

Halliburton spokeswoman Wendy Hall pointed to the company's announcement of the contract in March, which she said revealed the extent of the work. 

The release said: "KBR's initial task involves hazard and operational assessment, extinguishing oil well fires, capping oil well blowouts, as well as responding to any oil spills. Following this task, KBR will perform emergency repair, as directed, to provide for the continuity of operations of the Iraqi oil infrastructure." 

Hall said KBR is assisting Iraq's oil ministry to get the oil system operating. 

Waxman countered, "Only now, over five weeks after the contract was first disclosed, are members of Congress and the public learning that Halliburton may be asked to pump and distribute Iraqi oil under the contract." 

Waxman also has repeated the Corps' statement that the contract could be worth up to $7 billion for up to two years, but the Corps said that figure was a cap based on a worst-case scenario of oil well fires. In fact, few wells were burning during the war with Iraq, and the Corps said that by early April, the company had been paid $50.3 million. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Tanzania Strives to Halt Dynamite Fishing on Reefs 
                      By Muhingo Rweyemamu 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania, May 7, 2003 (ENS) - Dynamite fishing, coral mining, and the use of seine nets have destroyed much of Tanzania's coastal  reefs, but now the government is getting serious about protecting these unique and fragile reefs. Tanzanian environmental experts are assessing the  condition of the country's coral reefs, which are being threatened by human activities both legal and illegal. 

At the outset, the experts are scrutinizing activities along the Tanga Region coastal area, about 250 kilometers (156 miles) north of Tanzanian capital, Dar es Salaam. 

Officials with the new Integrated Coastal Management Strategy (ICM) program are conducting a five day workshop in Tanga for selected swimmers who have become reef monitors where they will learn how to identify features  of coral reefs and differentiate the damaged from the healthy ones. The workshop is run by a senior official with the program, Hassan Kakombo, who says the trainees will also examine the reefs for any signs of damage. 

The greatest source of stress on coral reefs in Tanzania is related to destructive fishing practices, says Dr. Magnus Ngoile, director of the Tanzania Environment Management Council (NEMC). 

By far, the most destructive type fishing is the use of dynamite, a practice that has continued for over 40 years.                      Each blast of dynamite instantly kills all fish and most other living organisms within a 15 to 20 meter (49 to 65 foot)  radius and completely destroys  the reef habitat itself within a radius of several meters of the dynamite blast. 

Coral reefs are natural barriers that restrain beach erosion by holding back cruising oceanic waves. However, human activities such as dynamite fishing, spear fishing, and the lime industry have negated that function. 

The technical advisor for the Tanga Coastal Zone Development and Conservation Program, Eric Verly, says many of the existing reefs developed  over the past 5,000 years in response to rising sea levels fed by melting glacial ice left from the last great Ice Age. 

Ngoile observed that while illegal dynamite fishing is the major activity that destroys coral reefs in the northern part of Tanzania, coral mining is the most dangerous activity for reefs in the south. 

“Previously, coral mining was not included in the list of human pressures on the coastal and marine resources," says Ngoile. "However, reports show that it may become the most disastrous imprint of man on the marine environment, since the local community seems not to be aware that coral mining is as unlawful as dynamite fishing and mangrove clearing." 

Ngoile explains that with numerous blasts occurring daily on reefs all over the  country, over a period of many years, the overall effect of dynamite fishing on coral reefs in Tanzania has been devastating. Damaged reefs, he says, can  take many decades to recover and some may never recover. 

Apart from dynamite fishing, Ngoile says the use of seine nets to capture fish on the bottom and around reefs is almost as destructive as the dynamite. He says these nets are used as beach seines on the reef flat or are pulled around coral reefs. 

“Their use is destructive for three reasons," he says. "Firstly, when used around the reefs fishermen smash coral colonies in order to scare the fish out  of hiding. Secondly, dragging them over the reef flat as beach seines                      unavoidably damages coral and other marine lives. And thirdly, the small mesh size of seine nets results in the capture of many juveniles." 

In Tanzania, coral reefs are found along about one third of the coastline. Most  of these are comprised of fringing and patch reefs, restricted to a narrow strip,  usually one to three kilometers (up to two miles) wide along the coast. The islands of Unguja, Pemba and Mafia as well as numerous other small islands are surrounded by fringing reefs. 

Environmental experts say coral reefs have a number of  ecological and economic values.Jeremiah Daffa, the team leader of the Integrated Coastal   Management Strategy in  Tanzania says the most obvious values are associated with  extractive activities such as  fishing, shell and other invertebrate collection, as well as tourism. 

“These natural resources provide coastal people with a source of income. The provision of a barrier against wave action, and the potential as a source of  medical compounds to fight diseases are important, but more difficult to                      quantify,” he says adding that other use of corals but which brings serious negative impacts on the reefs, is the mining of live corals to produce lime for building. 

According to Ngoile, coral reefs support 70 percent of artisanal fish production in Tanzania. “They serve as breeding, nursery and feeding ground for many marine animals including over 500 species of commercially important fish. Other animals dependent on coral reefs include lobsters, octopuses, bivalves, gastropods and sea cucumbers, all of which are important in artisanal fisheries,” he says. 

Implemented last month, the National Integrated Coastal Management Policy is the result of a participatory process that extended over two years. It reflects the collective views and interests of a broad range of stakeholders who live and work along the coast, and it is also built on a solid foundation of scientific and technical knowledge. 

Today 28 of 42 coastal villages in the Tanga Region are involved in collaborative fishery management plans as part of the Integrated Coastal Management Policy. This includes all villages south of Tanga town and  covers about 85 percent of the coastline north of Tanga town and south of  the Kenyan border. _________________________________________________________________________________________
ROE Media Update

Environment in general

News from the Netherlands:

European Union must fulfill environmental aspirations
:Pieter van Geel, State Secretary for Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment, fears that the forthcoming EU Treaty will not safeguard the quality of the environment and ensure a high level of environmental

protection within the European Union. At an informal EU Environment Council in Greece, Van Geel referred to the environmental agreements laid down in the Treaty of Amsterdam and said that the new treaty should not be a retrograde step.

 
 Irish environmental record under fire 
 Business & Finance 07 May 2003 

Ireland's environmental record has come under fire from the Green Party after it confirmed that the country is at risk of overshooting European Union greenhouse gas (GHG) emission limits. 

The latest figures from the European Environment Agency show that 10 of the 15 EU member states, including Ireland, are heading towards overshooting their agreed share of the EU GHG emissions target by a wide margin. 

The Green Party said that as well as the shame of failing to meet green targets, Ireland is also facing possible fines for non compliance with the Kyoto Treaty… 

http://www.online.ie/business/viewer.adp?article=2007644
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA  MEDIA UPDATE
Bahrain
Pupils club to
gether in green drive

AN environmental club was launched yesterday at the Al Ala Al Hadrami Primary School for Boys, in Salmaniya.

The launch was organised by the Bahrain Women's Society in co-ordination with the Education Ministry and was attended by Education Minister Dr Majid Al Nuaimi.

Society environmental citizenship programme head Saba Al Asfoor said the aim of the club was to enhance the youngsters' awareness of the importance of protecting the environment.

"We have organised a special programme for the youngsters to teach them how to be environment-friendly and how important the subject is," she said.

"The programme is taught to 21 youngsters, aged between nine to 11, in their activities classes.

"The event also included an exhibition of projects and paintings of the students.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=51083&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26048
Iraq
Looters at key Iraqi nuke site terrify residents

Looters rifling through one of Iraq’s main nuclear sites here at Al Tuwaitha and carting off whatever they can carry are making local residents terrified of the danger. 

“Why did the Americans let people inside?” said Bilal Abdallah, a 31-year-old who used to work at Al-Tuwaitha, a site which received regular visits by UN arms inspectors trying to find Saddam Hussein’s banned weapons. 

The complex, believed to have held natural or low-grade uranium, was extensively pillaged several days ago but the looting is still going on.

Groups of young boys wandered the site, digging out hoses, iron plates and generators. An ageing shepherd grazed his flock next to a giant freshly dug mound, apparently not knowing what could be buried underneath.

An AFP reporter saw a US soldier in a passing armored vehicle who started to drive by but stopped to coax the shepherd away. The soldier refused to comment on whether the site contained radioactive material.

Ali Ghanem, a driver, said three people died last week in the town, just southeast of Baghdad, after being contaminated by something stolen from the Al-Tuwaitha site.

“They were buried with the material in the village of Wardieh,”  he said.

It was not immediately possible to verify his claim but the UN nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency, has expressed concern over the potential hazards.

“We don’t consider it necessarily a problem of nuclear proliferation but it could be a problem of health and safety and environmental contamination,” spokesman Mark Gwozdecky said Monday.

The agency has asked the United States for access to the site to verify what may have been looted but so far it has not been granted.

“Coalition forces have secured the facilities that housed the natural and low enriched uranium that was at those sites,” State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said Monday.

The Washingon Post reported Sunday that a Pentagon team sent to examine a radioactive waste dump in Iraq found it so heavily looted they could not tell whether dangerous materials had been taken.

Pentagon experts have so far visited seven sites associated with Iraq’s nuclear program since major combat ended last month. None of them are intact and two had been plundered extensively, it said.

The IAEA’s Melissa Fleming said “tons” of natural uranium were at the Al-Tuwaitha site but that the material, known as yellowcake, was not suitable for so-called dirty bombs.

She said the IAEA had removed or destroyed highly enriched uranium, fissile material that can be used in a nuclear bomb, from Iraq before its inspectors left in 1998.

She said the current concern was over so-called “radioactive sources” and that there were over 1,000 of them in Iraq, “including large numbers that were stored in Tuwaitha.”

Residents told AFP that a local sheikh had summoned looters to return the stolen goods, but amid the top secrecy that reigned under Saddam, few here appeared to be fully aware of the potential dangers.

“An expert came to tell us it was very dangerous to take anything from the site. She said people had stolen containers with chemical agents and dug inside nuclear waste,” said a resident who was too afraid to give his name.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=focusoniraq&xfile=data/focusoniraq/2003/may/focusoniraq_may70.xml

Jordan
An Anti-Flies Campaign

A national anti-flies campaign was formed by the Administration Development and Environment Minister, the Agriculture Minister, and the Irrigation and Water Minister to put an end to the flies problem in the Jordan Valley. This campaign will continue till the area is entirely clean. Moreover, they are using insecticides that are friendly to the environment.

   http://www.alrai.com/tue/local/lnews4.htm 

WB approves 5 m dollar grant to protect Jordan’s health plants
The World Bank has approved a five million dollar grant from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to help Jordan improve the conservation of medicinal herbs and plants, a statement said on Wednesday. 

“The over-harvesting and over-grazing of medicinal and herbal plants in their natural habitats, combined with the increasing demand for these plants have led to depletion of natural stocks in the wild,” the statement said.

“The project (approved Tuesday) will address the root causes of biodiversity loss and barriers to sustainable use,” the statement said, quoting World Bank senior environmental specialist Nicole Glineur.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2003/may/middleeast_may138.xml
UAE
DIVE EXPERIENCE
Very soon Dubai will set up a man-made dive park at Jumeirah to attract more tourists. The new venture is set to be a diver's delight and a world of discovery under the sea. Keeping with the diverse offering at The Palm, ... 

[image: image1.jpg]



divers will have the choice of four key theme areas including 'Snorkelers' Cove', 'The Lost City', 'Dives of The World' and a 'Spear Fishing' area.

Interestingly, by placing artificial reefs such as the aeroplanes, vessels and environmentally friendly concrete compositions, fish aggregating devices (FAD's) are created. Gradually, smaller fish will be attracted to the reef as they have a place to hide from the larger predator fish. As marine life attaches itself to the artificial reef surfaces the amount and diversity of marine life in the area will naturally grow. 

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=citytimes&xfile=data/citytimes/2003/may/citytimes_may20.xml
Meeting on trade in endangered species

Officials from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Cites representative at the Federal Environment Agency in the UAE, among others, met on Sunday to discuss formulation of procedures to issue the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) certificates to those trading in endangered species of animals and plants in the UAE.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/may/theuae_may120.xml
Many species are vanishing: EEG

The Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) commenced yesterday a two-workshop programme under the theme of ‘Tomorrow's Environmentalists' for students of the sub-senior and senior levels at the Rashid School for Boys in Dubai. 

The workshops, which are a day-long event and focus primarily on the flora and fauna of the UAE, will conclude today at 3pm with a prize distribution ceremony.

Speaking on the occasion, Habiba Al Marashi, Chairperson of the EEG, expressed hope that the workshops will provide helpful insights into certain environmental issues and spread awareness among the participants and attendees.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/may/theuae_may114.xml
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Iraq: UN coordinates relief operations with European Union

*
Annan meets with US’s Powell, who says new Iraq resolution to come soon

*
UN welcomes $1 million from Kuwait to help feed Iraq   

*
Annan condemns Colombian rebel group for ‘vicious’ killing of hostages

*
Security Council mission heading to West Africa to examine prospects for peace

*
UN Palestinian rights committee welcomes Road Map peace plan

*
Sierra Leone: UN-backed court calls for proof of former rebel leader’s death

*
UNICEF donates relief items to flood victims in western Kenya

*
UN food agency warns of unfavourable crop prospects in sub-Saharan Africa

*
WHO revises estimates of fatality ratio in SARS cases

*
Senior UN health official praises Hong Kong’s ‘heroic’ efforts against SARS

*
UN to aid repatriation of Kosovo Albanian bodies from Serbia 

*
Asian countries agree to step-up fight against child sexual exploitation – UNICEF

* * * *

Iraq: humanitarian

7 May – Continuing his efforts to coordinate relief activities, the top United Nations humanitarian official in Iraq met today with a senior representative of the European Union (EU).

“This is a challenging moment for the UN as we re-establish our presence in Baghdad in order to provide humanitarian assistance and to provide the leadership in coordinating humanitarian work,” the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, told reporters after meeting EU Commissioner for Development Poul Nielsen.

Mr. Nielsen said he was looking to the UN to establish itself as the main humanitarian coordinating body.

Meanwhile, a team from the UN World Health Organization (WHO), which now has a permanent presence in Iraq’s second city of Basra, visited the Al Tahrir Teaching Hospital, where doctors reported a significant increase in the number of cases of diarrhoeal diseases, gastroenteritis and dehydration. Seven cases of clinically confirmed cholera were reported, mainly among very young children.

Samples from other children with suspected cholera were taken to Kuwait for analysis because medical laboratories in Basra had been destroyed and looted of equipment and viral agents. At Basra’s children hospital doctors suspected more cases of cholera but also could not conduct laboratory tests.

WHO said the other overriding problem in Basra’s local health sector was security. In addition to stolen equipment and hospital vehicles, female health workers particularly feared for their personal safety, it said.

In northern Iraq, 85 international UN humanitarian workers are currently operating, with an additional 31 expected to arrive tomorrow by road from Turkey. UN agencies there are undertaking needs assessments work with priority being given to water and sanitation, assistance to vulnerable groups, the electricity supply, mine action activities, health and primary education.

* * *
Iraq

7 May – After meeting with Secretary-General Kofi Annan today in New York, Secretary of State Colin Powell of the United States said a new resolution lifting sanctions against Iraq would be presented this week to the members of the Security Council, one that would also give the United Nations a vital role in the reconstruction of the war-ravaged country.

“You can be sure that it is a resolution that does not fight the battles of the past but is forward looking, a resolution that will unite the international community to help the people of Iraq to a better life and to build a new government,” Mr. Powell told reporters after his meeting with the Secretary-General at UN Headquarters.

Mr. Powell also indicated that the resolution would lift the sanctions currently imposed on Iraq. “I think it’s a resolution everybody will be able to rally around, and it is also a resolution that will give…the Secretary-General and the United Nations…the vital role [to play] that President [George W.] Bush has spoken of,” he added.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

7 May – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed a $1 million donation by Kuwait to its emergency operations in Iraq, the first by a Persian Gulf country.

“We are particularly encouraged by this contribution,” Khaled Adly, WFP Regional Director for the Mediterranean, Middle East, and Central Asia, said in Kuwait. “It comes at a time when WFP is re-establishing the food distribution system for the entire Iraqi population.”

The funds provided by the Kuwaiti Government will be used to purchase lentils, a very important source of protein, WFP said.

WFP’s efforts to get aid into Iraq are picking up, with more than 92,000 tons of food shipped there since the beginning of April. Although the agency has not received any reports so far of extreme food shortages in Iraq, WFP said it expects that the most vulnerable Iraqis will run out of food in May.

* * * 

Colombia

7 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the recent “vicious killings” of 10 hostages by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), calling the rebel group’s action a “dangerous intensification of the conflict” that demanded immediate steps to stop the spiral of violence.

“The kidnapping and killing of civilians and prisoners are a violation of international humanitarian law, and the FARC must be held responsible for the lives of all those whom it has kidnapped and detained,” a statement issued in New York by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said.

Declaring that the Secretary-General’s good offices remained at the disposal of the parties in the search for a political solution, the statement added: “These events should stimulate both profound reflection and immediate steps to stop the spiral of kidnappings, forced displacement, massacres and assassinations that have made civilians the primary victims of Colombia’s conflict.”

Among those killed were two leading activists for peace, Antioquia Governor Guillermo Gaviria and former Defence Minister Gilberto Echeverri. The Secretary-General expressed his deep condolences to the families of all the victims.

* * *

West Africa

7 May – Keen to explore new opportunities for progress towards peace and stability in West Africa, the United Nations Security Council today released details of its upcoming mission to seven countries in the conflict-plagued sub-region.

A letter from the Council’s President, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, issued at UN Headquarters in New York today informs Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 15-nation body’s decision to send a mission – to be led by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom – to the area from 15 to 23 of May.

Attached to the letter are the team’s terms of reference, which include overall regional as well as specific objectives for the countries to be visited. Among other things, the mission will aim to encourage more cooperation among the countries of the sub-region and to assess progress towards Council objectives on the protection of civilians and children affected by armed conflict.

The mission is slated to travel to Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia, Guinea-Bissau and Sierra Leone, and Council members will examine country-specific issues and developments at each stop. In Liberia, for instance the mission will urge the Government and various rebel factions to engage in ceasefire negotiations.

Meanwhile, Guinea-Bissau’s leadership will be urged to ensure the upcoming elections are fair and credible. The mission expects to assess the transition from peacekeeping to longer-term development in Sierra Leone, and will urge Ivoirian parties to fully implement a recently signed power-sharing peace accord.

* * *

Palestinian rights

7 May – A United Nations committee on Palestinian rights has welcomed the formal launching of the Road Map, the new Middle East peace initiative by the diplomatic Quartet – the UN, United States, Russian Federation and European Union – based on a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

At a meeting yesterday, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, stressed the need for both sides to accept and fully comply with the Road Map, begin its implementation without delay, and continue to cooperate with members of the Quartet and other facilitators.

The plan, calling for a series of parallel steps by the Israelis and Palestinians over the next three years towards a realizing the vision of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side in peace and security, was handed over to the parties last week.

* * *

Sierra Leone

7 May – Following news reports that ex-rebel leader Sam Bockarie had been killed during an apparent attempt by Liberian authorities to arrest him, the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone demanded that Monrovia turn over the body of the fugitive war crimes suspect for positive identification.

In a statement released yesterday, the Court’s Chief Prosecutor, David Crane, called on the Liberian Government to provide proof of Mr. Bockarie’s death. “If reports of Mr. Bockarie’s death are true, I ask Liberian authorities to provide proof and request that they turn his body over to us for forensic examination and positive identification,” he said.

On 7 March, the Court indicted Mr. Bockarie and fellow fugitive Johnny Paul Koroma for alleged atrocities – ranging from murder and sexual slavery to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers – committed during Sierra Leone’s 10-year civil war. Both were connected with the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF).

Earlier this week, Mr. Crane challenged Liberian President Charles Taylor to arrest and surrender the pair, even offering specific details regarding their whereabouts.

* * *

Kenya

7 May – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today donated life-saving drugs and other emergency relief items, including cooking utensils and mosquito nets, to those people most affected by recent floods in western Kenya, which left thousands homeless.

“UNICEF’s key concern at present is to prevent avoidable deaths and illness among the many children affected in these areas,” said Maniza Zaman, an official from the UN agency. “We are closely monitoring the nutritional and health status of the flood-affected children and are in the process of planning for a subsequent deployment of relief items.”

The agency gave $17,500 worth of oral re-hydration salts, intravenous fluids, de-worming syrups, anti-cholera drugs, mosquito nets and cooking sets to benefit victims in areas classified as critical. The consignment will be immediately air lifted to the most needy areas, which have been cut-off by heavy rains that washed away parts of the only road.

* * *

Africa

7 May – Warning of unfavourable crop prospects in most of sub-Saharan Africa, where 25 countries face food emergencies, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today called for accelerated emergency food deliveries in Eritrea, Ethiopia and Mauritania to avert possible famine.

In a report issued in Rome, entitled “Food Supply Situation and Crop Prospects in Sub-Saharan Africa”, the FAO puts total food aid requirement for 2003 at 4.6 million tons, against the 2 million tons it estimated in 2001-02, and it cites droughts and war among the reasons for the shortfall.

Calling overall harvest prospects in southern Africa “generally favourable” apart from Zimbabwe, parts of Swaziland and southern Mozambique, the report warns that prospects in other parts of sub-Saharan Africa remain unfavourable with 25 countries facing emergencies, the same number as in FAO’s last regional report in December 2002. 

The agency says food supply in several countries, particularly Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mauritania and Zimbabwe, remains grim due mainly to previous severe droughts, and calls for specific measures, such as feeding and watering points and easier access to markets, to provide relief to the livestock sector. The conflict in a number of countries, including Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Republic of Congo and Liberia, has aggravated food insecurity by disrupting agricultural activities, it says. 

Widespread destruction, looting and population displacement in the Central African Republic suggests reduced food production. In the Republic of Congo,  resurgent fighting around the capital, Brazzaville, has displaced at least 84,000 people and an Ebola outbreak in the Cuvette region has aggravated the humanitarian situation.

For countries hit by conflict and adverse weather, including Angola, Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire, DRC, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zimbabwe, the report calls for assistance to provide seeds, hand-tools and fertilizer to help farmers resume production. In southern Africa, farmers need help in marketing any available surplus under favourable conditions, and in preparing for next cropping season.

The 25 countries facing emergencies are: Angola, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

* * *

SARS

7 May – The United Nations health agency today revised its initial estimates of the case fatality ratio of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), saying that the proportion of people who contract illness, and then are likely to die from it, depends on factors such as the age group affected.

The World Health Organization’s revision is based on an analysis of the latest data from Canada, China, Hong Kong, Singapore and Viet Nam, and results in new case fatality ratios that range from 0 to 50 per cent, with an overall estimate of case fatality of 14 to 15 per cent.

The agency said the likelihood of dying from SARS in a given area has been shown to depend on the profile of the cases, including the age group most affected, and the presence of underlying disease. Based on data received by WHO to date, the case fatality ratio is estimated to be less than 1 per cent in persons aged 24 years or younger, 6 per cent in persons aged 25 to 44 years, 15 per cent in persons aged 45 to 64 years, and greater than 50 per cent in persons aged 65 years and older.

A case fatality ratio measures the proportion of all people with a disease who will die from the disease. “In other words, it measures the likelihood that a disease will kill its host, and is thus an important indicator of the severity of a disease and its significance as a public health problem,” WHO said, noting that the likelihood that a person will die of SARS could be influenced by factors related to the SARS virus, the route of exposure and amount of virus, personal factors such as age or the presence of another disease, and access to prompt medical care.

Meanwhile, WHO has also reviewed estimates of the incubation period of SARS, using individual case data. It concluded that the current best estimate of the virus’ maximum incubation period continues to be 10 days.

* * *

SARS

7 May – A senior United Nations health official has praised the “heroic” efforts taken by Hong Kong, the second largest locus of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) after the rest of China, to contain the new and potentially deadly disease.

“All of us have nothing but admiration for you and your team,” the World Health Organization (WHO) Executive Director for Communicable Diseases, David Heymann, told a meeting of Hong Kong government officials yesterday.

Particularly impressive among measures taken by Hong Kong, in some cases exceeding those recommended by WHO, are exit screening procedures at border checkpoints, publication of information on all buildings where residents have developed SARS, procedures for isolation and quarantine, and aggressive contract tracing that relies on a system initially developed by the police force for use in criminal investigations.

As of today, Hong Kong has reported a cumulative total of 1,654 probable cases and 204 deaths. Worldwide 6,903 probable SARS cases with 495 deaths have been reported from 29 countries, with the vast majority coming from the rest of China – 4,560 cases and 219 deaths.

Since 29 March, Hong Kong has introduced medical posts, supported by infrared temperature scanners, at its border points. All incoming travellers are now required to sign health declarations. As of 14 April, the government has prohibited close contacts of SARS patients from leaving Hong Kong, by monitoring residents via their Hong Kong identity card numbers. As a result of these routine checks, 37 people have been referred to health authorities. Of these, two were later confirmed to be SARS cases.

Hong Kong is also employing a strategic computer system to facilitate contact tracing and to identify addresses and names of close contacts of SARS patients. Geographic clusters of SARS cases, or so-called “hot spots” in certain buildings throughout the territory, have been identified using this scheme. The government maintains data on cases and their contacts in a centralized, dedicated eSARS database.

In the rest of China, cases continued to rise in Beijing and in the two most heavily affected provinces outside of the capital, Shanxi and Inner Mongolia. 

* * *

Kosovo

7 May – The first group of some 800 bodies exhumed in Serbia proper, and believed to be of Kosovo Albanian missing persons, will be repatriated under United Nations auspices tomorrow.

The transfer has been arranged by the Office on Missing Persons and Forensics (OMPF) of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) in cooperation with the UN Civilian Police’s Missing Persons Unit (MPU) and the Serbian authorities.

OMPF said mortal remains were exhumed from the Serbian sites at Petrovo Selo I and II; Batajnica, at seven different locations; and Bajna Basta/Perucac Lake. An UNMIK team, including an Albanian forensic pathologist, was in the Serbian capital of Belgrade today to monitor the transfer of bodies exhumed from Batajnica and identified by DNA.

Currently, 100 to 150 bodies are in the process of being identified through DNA.

* * *

Asia-Pacific

7 May – Asian-Pacific countries agreed today to step-up action against the sexual exploitation and trafficking of youngsters after the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warned earlier this week that such problems, left unchecked, would undermine the region’s progress in improving child welfare.

About one million children aged 12 to 17 work in the sex trade in Asia, the largest number in the world, UNICEF told delegates at the Sixth East Asia and Pacific Ministerial Consultation on Children in Bali, Indonesia.

The conference unanimously adopted the Bali Consensus, a plan for the 25 participating countries to collaborate with UNICEF on improving child rights in the region, after examining commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking of children during the three-day meeting. HIV/AIDS, nutrition, maternal and neo-natal mortality and education were among the other topics discussed during.

The East Asia and Pacific region has so far shown mixed results in improving the welfare of children, according to the UN agency.

“There have been some positive developments: the signing or ratification of the Option Protocol on the Sale and Trafficking of Children by nine countries in the region,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said at the conference. “But more needs to be done if we are to combat this business, and yes, it is a business in which a few profit from the degradation of others.”

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon. 

           **Iraq

           In Baghdad this morning, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, met with the European Union Commissioner for Development, Poul Nielsen.  In speaking to journalists afterwards, da Silva said this is a challenging moment for the UN as we re-establish our presence in Baghdad in order to provide humanitarian assistance and to provide the leadership in coordinating humanitarian work.  Nielsen said he was looking to the UN to  establish itself as the main humanitarian coordinating body.

           A team from the World Health Organization (WHO), which now has a permanent presence in Basra, visited a  teaching hospital in the town where doctors reported a significant increase in the number of cases of diarrhoeal diseases, gastroenteritis and dehydration.  Seven cases of clinically confirmed cholera were reported, mainly among very young children.  Samples from other children with suspected cholera had to be taken to Kuwait City by WHO for analysis because the medical laboratories in Basra are not functioning due to the destruction and theft of equipment, as well as viral agents.  A visit to the Basra children’s hospital revealed a similar situation, with doctors suspecting more cases of cholera, but being unable to conduct laboratory tests.

           The other overriding problem in the local health sector, according to WHO, is security.  In addition to stolen equipment and hospital vehicles, female health workers particularly fear for their personal safety.

           As for the north of Iraq, 85 international UN humanitarian workers are currently operating there.  An additional group of 31 is expected to arrive tomorrow afternoon by road from Turkey using the same re-entry point.

           UN agencies are undertaking needs assessment work, with priority given to water and sanitation, assistance to vulnerable groups, the electricity supply, mine-action activities, health and primary education.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed a $1 million donation by Kuwait to its emergency

     operations in Iraq, the first by a Persian Gulf country.  The funds provided by the Kuwaiti Government will be used to purchase lentils, a very important source of protein, WFP said.

           **Statement on India and Pakistan

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman.  Actually, we released this late yesterday afternoon, and I’ll now read it into the record. 

           “The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the series of reciprocal steps India and Pakistan have recently taken to ease tensions and improve bilateral relations.  He hopes that these steps, starting with Prime Minister Vajpayee’s statement of 18 April, and Pakistan’s positive response, will lead to the strengthening of peace and stability in the entire South Asian region.

           “The Secretary-General also hopes that the normalization of diplomatic relations and the restoration of rail, road and air links, as well as other confidence-building measures being introduced by the two sides, will lead to the resumption of a sustainable dialogue.  He looks forward to the peaceful resolution of the differences between India and Pakistan, including over Kashmir.”

           **Statement on Colombia

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning events in Colombia:

           “The Secretary-General strongly condemns the vicious killings on 5 May of  10 prisoners who had been kidnapped by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).  Among those killed were two leading activists for  peace, Antioquia Governor Guillermo Gaviria and former Defence Minister Gilberto Echeverri.  The Secretary-General expresses his deep condolences to the families of all the victims.

           “These killings represent a dangerous intensification of the conflict.  The kidnapping and killing of civilians and prisoners are a violation of international humanitarian law, and the FARC must be held responsible for the lives of all those whom it has kidnapped and detained. 

           “These events should stimulate both profound reflection and immediate steps to stop the spiral of kidnappings, forced displacement, massacres and assassinations that have made civilians the primary victims of Colombia's conflict.  The Secretary-General’s good offices remain at the disposal of the parties in the search for a political solution.”

           **Security Council

           There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council planned for today. 

           Out on the racks as a document today is a letter from the Security Council President, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, to the Secretary-General, informing him of the Council’s decision to send a mission to the West African subregion from 15 to 23 May.  Attached to the letter are the terms of reference of the mission, which outlines the regional, as well as specific, objectives for Sierra Leone, Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire and Guinea Bissau.  As of now, the mission led by British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock is expected to travel to Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia, Guinea-Bissau and Sierra Leone.  That breaks down to a country a day while in Africa.  Please contact our  Office if you want further details of the mission.

           **Sierra Leone Court

           Yesterday, following news reports that indicted war criminal Sam Bockarie had been killed during an apparent arrest attempt by the authorities in Liberia, the Prosecutor at the Special Court for Sierra Leone, David Crane, called on the Liberian Government to provide proof of Bockarie’s death.  Crane said that if the reports are true, Liberia should turn Bockarie’s body over to the Special Court for a forensic examination and positive identification.  Earlier this week, Crane had asked Liberian President Charles Taylor to arrest and turn over two suspects indicted by the Court,  Bockarie and Johnny Paul Koroma.

           We have a press release upstairs with more details.

           **UNICEF

           A United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) report issued at the Sixth East Asia and Pacific Region Ministerial Consultation on Children warns that countries in the region continue to fail their children.  The report, “A Future for All  Our Children”, says that the region has done well in substantially reducing deaths of children under the age of five years, but greater commitment is needed to address the other challenges faced by children, ranging from education and literacy to sexual exploitation.

           UNICEF told the conference that more than 1 million children aged 12 to 17 worked in the sex trade, which is growing in the region due to domestic and foreign demand.  As part of its final declaration, the 25 countries decided to  step up action against child trafficking and sexual exploitation of children.

           In other news, UNICEF is assisting the Government of Kenya with relief items for victims of the flood in the western part of the country.  UNICEF is providing oral rehydration salts to help with outbreak of diarrhoel diseases,  drugs for cholera, intra-venous fluids, mosquito nets and cooking sets.

           We have press releases on that.

                 **FAO in Sub-Saharan Countries

           The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in a report released today, called for more food aid and

     emergency food deliveries in sub-Saharan countries to avert possible famines.  With the exception of southern Africa,  the report warned that food and crop prospects in other parts of sub-Saharan Africa remain unfavourable, with 25 countries facing food emergencies.  The aggravated food insecurity is mainly due to severe droughts and the continuing conflicts in a number of countries.

           There’s a press release on that.

                 **UNHCR

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Mexico has moved its office in the Chiapas State closer to a major crossing point for refugees on the Guatemalan border.  The border at Tapachula City is the busiest crossing point on the migration route towards the United States.  The exact number of illegal immigrants is not known, but about 150,000 undocumented migrants are returned to their countries each year from Tapachula.  UNHCR says even though only a small number of people may be refugees or asylum seekers, a protection network to identify, channel and assist people fleeing persecution is essential. 

           There’s a press release on that.

           **Budget

           Some budget news today.  Saint Kitts and Nevis has made a payment of more than $13,000 to become the 78th Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full.  And France made a payment of more than $70 million to the peacekeeping budget.

           **US Secretary of State Visit to Headquarters

           A number of you have asked about media arrangements for Secretary of State Colin Powell’s meeting with the Secretary-General this afternoon at 4:00.  There’ll be a stakeout at the Secretariat Entrance.  That’s the Secretariat Entrance on the ground floor, which the UN Television will cover for the Secretary of State’s arrival and departure, in  case he wishes to speak to you.  There’ll also be a traditional photo op with the Secretary-General in his conference room at the top of the meeting.

           **Noon Guest Tomorrow

           Finally, our guest at the briefing tomorrow will be Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary-General for

     Management, and she will be here to give you a briefing on the overall financial situation of the Organization.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Does the UN have any measures in place to address the food shortage in Africa?   Twenty-five countries are involved and they’ve been complaining for many years.

           Spokesman:  I think there’s a comprehensive effort to address the food shortage situation in Africa and I  suggest you talk to the Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to get the big picture on that.

           Question:  What’s on the agenda concerning the Secretary-General’s approach to the meeting with Colin Powell this afternoon, in terms of what he wants to hear, perhaps about US plans for Security Council movement or resolution on Iraq, or what he wants to put forward in terms of his feelings about the UN role?

           Spokesman:  I don’t want to anticipate what’s going to happen in the meeting.  I think it’s safe to assume that the two will want to talk not only about Iraq, but most likely the road map for the Middle East, and there may be other  items, as well.  That’s an educated guess of what might be on the agenda.  We’ll try to get you a read-out afterwards.

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General at all been, I might say, impatient or eager, for the US to get moving on putting forth its concrete thoughts on Iraq, not only on the UN role but on how the situation is heading there, in terms  of putting in the administration, reconstruction, et cetera?

           Spokesman: I think his main concern is that the Council unite around a resolution that is consistent with the UN principles and the Charter.  The first step, it seems, in terms of the other members of the Council, would be for the US to put forward its draft.  So my sense is that’s what everyone’s waiting for.  And we’ll see when that happens. 

     There’s talk of it happening by the end of this week or possibly the beginning of the next.  But, we’ll just have to wait  and see.

           Question:  I heard about some requests for the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to visit some nuclear site in Iraq.

           Spokesman:  I have nothing new on that.  We can check with the IAEA office here in New York to see if they have anything.  [It was later confirmed that there was nothing new.]

           Question:  In terms of the Secretary-General’s thinking in naming a Special Coordinator for Iraq beyond Mr. da  Silva, is he still waiting for a resolution on that or word from the US that might come from this meeting?  Where do things stand?

           Spokesman:  What he has said is that he wants to know the job description before he considers someone to  fill the job.  He would report his intention to name such a representative to the Security Council, and he would await the Council’s response.  So the job description should come from the Council.  It should flow from Council deliberations and maybe even a resolution, and the Council would have to approve the appointment.  So those are the two things that he expects should underlie any such appointment.

           Question:  He cut short the trip to Europe in order to come back and be present and involved in talks on Iraq.  In the interim, how would you describe his role?

           Spokesman:  He’s quite limited by his job description as to what he can do, particularly when the Council is not yet of one mind on how it wants to approach Iraq.  He brought all the members to his conference room last week, if you’ll recall, which is a rather unusual move, one that he’s done several times before.  He laid out what he considers the questions the Council needed to address and some of the options they might want to consider, but again his purpose in doing that was to nudge them towards a common position.

           I’m not sure that [he can do] anything else, apart from staying in touch with all the players and continuing to urge them to come to one position that could then be enshrined in a resolution that could be a good solid framework  for how the international community as a whole will deal with Iraq once the stabilization period headed by the coalition is over.  And, of course, how humanitarian work could be coordinated in the meantime.  But, of course, under universal mandates, UN agencies are already in Iraq.

           Question:  Isn’t it dangerous for the Secretary-General to go ahead of the Security Council in a case like this,  especially when there are no provisions in the Charter regarding an occupying Power?  So how is it, historically, that  he is defining his position now?

           Spokesman:  You’re right that the Charter is rather limited in the responsibilities it assigns to the

     Secretary-General regarding international peace and security.  Article 99 is the only reference.  But you also know that, over the years, Article 99 has been interpreted more and more liberally, based on the confidence that Member States have in the Secretary-General.  You’re also right that it’s part of the conventional wisdom that the Secretary-General should never get out in front of the Council, particularly when it’s divided, and I think that probably explains why the Secretary-General is doing what he’s doing, which is working quietly behind the scenes to foster consensus.

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshlands" ��Philadelphia Inquirer -  Iraq's marshlands deserve attention too�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Providence Journal-Bulletin (Rhode Island) - Water for the Ma'dan�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Plants" ��Agence France Presse - World Bank approves 5 million dollar grant to protect Jordan's health plants�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Competition" ��The Philippine STAR - World Environment Day literary & arts competition set�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cloud" ��Greenwire - Air pollution: 'asian brown cloud' spurs international disputes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Floods" ��Inter Press Service - Argentina: despite warnings, floods caught province off guard�


*Several Lebanese newspapers have reported on the activities planned for World Environment Day (5 June)
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