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HEADLINE: United Nations, Iraqi government embark on site assessment program

BODY:

Environmentally contaminated sites in Iraq will be investigated as part of a long-term plan to clean up the country after more than a decade of instability and conflict, according to officials at the United Nations Environment Program.

Iraqi scientists, trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, will be carrying out tests at a handful of contaminated sites in order to assess their threats to human health, wildlife and the environment.

Under the project, coordinated by UNEP and the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment, scientists will share samples with UNEP's Post Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva, Switzerland, so that testing can be carried out both in Iraq and in independent labs in Europe.

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels by a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director.

The pilot cleanup project will focus on five sites, he said. UNEP will be training Iraqi experts to carry out the tests in order to build the skills and technical know-how in the country.

"This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental assessors."

The 4.7 million project, supported in large part by the Japanese government, will be funded under the UN Iraq Trust Fund. Likely sites to be included in the project include:

n The Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Co. site, where sulphur mining, sulphuric acid and aluminium sulphate manufacturing has been carried out. Assessments will evaluate the impact of sulphur fires on surrounding soils, vegetation and surface and groundwaters. There are also environmental concerns about air pollution and discharges of effluents at the site.

n The Midland Refinery Stores. The Iraqi Ministry of the Environment wants to assess the impact of chemical spills, including more than 5,000 tons of chemicals such as tetra-ethyl lead, on nearby soils, vegetation and water sources.

n The Al Suwaira Seed Store. Seeds at this site had been coated with methyl-mercury fungicide. Around 50 tons of contaminated seeds were stolen during the recent conflict, increasing the potential to contaminate food supplies. Assessments are also expected to focus on the impact of fungicide residues on soils and water sources.

The project will also identify an oil pipeline site where recent attacks have led to explosions, oil trench fires and oil discharges into the surrounding environment.

As well, the scientists plan to assess one scrap metal site - where damaged and destroyed military vehicles have been recycled - in order to evaluate possibly uncontrolled releases of contaminants such as halons, asbestos and engine oils to nearby soils and water sources.

Once the contamination levels have been established at these sites, the UNEP/Iraqi team will be able to recommend any necessary remedial action, UNEP officials said.
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UNEP Launches International Photographic Competition on the Environment 2004 - 2005

BARCELONA, Spain and NAIROBI, Kenya, Oct. 7 /PRNewswire/ -- Professionals and amateurs alike are today being urged to unclip their dust caps and load up their cameras for the world's biggest environmental photo competition.

    As part of the annual World Environment Day celebrations in Barcelona,Spain, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment, sponsored once again by Canon Inc.

    Nineteen parallel launches in addition to Barcelona are planned in key cities and centres around the globe including Beirut, Buenos Aires, Dakar, New York and Tokyo. (See notes to editors)

    The UNEP International Photographic Competition on the Environment 2004 - 2005 will run until 24 October, 2004 and is open to all nationalities and ages.

    Also supporting the competition are Japan Airlines (JAL), TIME Magazine, National Geographic Society, and Earth Report/Television Trust for the Environment.

    A Gold Prize of US$20,000 will be awarded to the winner of the General category, which is open to applicants aged 25 years or over.  There are also separate categories and cash prizes for "Youth" and "Children."

    Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "The previous three competitions have proved highly successful, generating huge interest within the photographic world and significant public awareness of environmental issues globally.  We are again extremely grateful to Canon for its sponsorship and those companies and organizations who will be promoting this important event."

    Fujio Mitarai, president and CEO of Canon Inc., said: "Our corporate philosophy is kyosei, which means living and working together for the common good.  In accordance with this philosophy, we believe that a harmonious coexistence with nature and the environment is essential for society to achieve sustainable development.  I hope that the photographers participating in this competition, through the images they have captured, will be able to share the kyosei philosophy ideal with the world."

    The fourth competition has, as in the previous ones, secured the full support of the United Nations family through the United Nations Department of Public Information and more than 20 agencies who are members of the United Nations Communications Group.

    To restore Planet Earth, its people, wildlife and ecosystems back to health requires sound science, assessments and policies, suggested Mr. Toepfer.  "But it also requires an unleashing of the human spirit with its capacity for compassion, fairness and respect.  Images have, since primitive times, been sources of inspiration and contemplation able to reveal the joy and tragedy of our place in the world," he added.

    "I hope the pictures submitted for the fourth competition will, like those from the previous ones, help catalyze the political and social changes needed to reach our goals and targets on issues from water and sanitation to wildlife, waste and poverty reduction.  I hope they will also delight and illuminate, while bringing to the notice of the global public new names and a new generation of talented photographers," he said.

    Notes to Editors

    The UNEP International Photographic Competition on the Environment 2004 - 2005 will be awarding Gold, Silver and Bronze prizes in each of the General, Youth and Children's categories.

    The Youth category is open to young people aged 15 to 24 years old.  The Children's category is open to anyone aged 14 or younger.

    The new competition will not distinguish between different technologies, with analog and digital submissions judged side by side.

    The distinguished panel of judges, headed by Takeyoshi Tanuma of Japan, will include Sebastiao Salgado of Brazil, Raghu Rai of India, Susan Meiselas from the U.S.A., and Enny Nuraheni of Indonesia, all world famous photographers.

     Cities Launching the Competition

     Africa: Dakar, Nairobi, Pretoria

     Asia Pacific: Bangkok, Beijing, New Delhi, Seoul, Sydney and Tokyo

     Europe: Barcelona, Geneva, London, Moscow, Paris, Sofia

     Latin America and the Caribbean: Buenos Aires, Mexico City,

      Rio de Janeiro

     North America: New York

     West Asia: Beirut

    Full details of the competition's rules and regulations; information on how to submit photographs in both hard and electronic formats and an application form can be read and downloaded at http://www.unep-photo.com

    World Environment Day (WED), commemorated each year on 5 June is one of  the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action.

    WED was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment.  Another resolution, adopted by the General Assembly the same day, led to the creation of UNEP.

    Information on the day, logos, posters, fact sheets and ideas on how to celebrate WED can be found at http://www.unep.org/wed/2004

    For More Information Please Contact

    Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and

Public Information, on Tel: 254 20 623292, Mobile: 254 (0) 733 682656,

E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, on

Tel: 254 20 623084, Mobile: 254 (0) 733 632755, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org

SOURCE United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); Canon Inc.

Web Site: http://www.unep-photo.com
The Guardian (London) 
October 8, 2004

HEADLINE: Michel Batisse: Unesco chief who promoted science as an environmental saviour

BODY:

With the death of Michel Batisse, at the age of 81, the international community has lost a pioneer in the promotion of scientific cooperation and understanding for the study, management and protection of the environment. A leading figure at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco) for more than half a century, he contributed uniquely to the architecture and development of its programmes on environment and natural resource issues.

Batisse was born in Chat- eauroux, in the Indre department of France. After studies in Paris as an engineer and physicist, he was appointed, in 1951, as Unesco's science liaison officer for the Middle East, based in Egypt. Six years later, he returned to Unesco headquarters in Paris, where he took responsibility for the major project on arid lands.

From 1961 to 1972, Batisse was charged with Unesco's activities in ecology, conservation, hydrology and geology. A lifelong interest in water resources led him to take a key role in shaping a worldwide study of the Earth's water cycle. The result was the international hydrological decade (1965-74), which gave rise to the international hydrological programme, still the linchpin of Unesco's work on fresh- water resources. He was also instrumental in Unesco's support for the international bio logical programme, under the International Council for Science (ICSU).

In 1968, he was secretary general of the pioneering inter-governmental conference of experts on the "scientific basis for the rational use and conservation of the resources of the biosphere" - the Biosphere Conference - which resulted in the programme on man and the biosphere (MAB), and helped pave the way for the UN Conference on the Human Environment, held in Stockholm in 1972.

Within the framework of the MAB programme, Batisse saw the need for setting up specific areas where the conservation of biological diversity could meet the basic needs of local people. There are now 440 of these biosphere reserves in 97 countries.

Batisse combined global vision with an acute sense of what was politically possible and practically achievable. During the 1970s, he looked after the promotion and coordination of Unesco's environmental sciences and natural resources programmes, where the geographic anchoring of the subject called for cooperation between governments.

He played a crucial role in the preparation of the Convention for the Protection of the World's Natural and Cultural Heritage, in which he made sure that the natural heritage would be given its proper place.

After his retirement as Unesco's assistant director general (science) in 1984, Batisse remained an honorary scientific adviser to the organisation. He also became a senior scientific adviser to the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and to the World Bank. At the same time, Unep and the French government asked him to take responsibility for the Mediterranean Blue Plan, an innovative project aimed at promoting cooperation towards sustainable development among countries bordering the Mediterranean.

Batisse was on the board of directors of Conservation International. He served as special adviser on biodiversity for the 1992 Rio Conference on Environment and Development, and participated incisively in many other conservation initiatives, such as the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and its World Commission on Protected Areas, Unesco's advisory committee on biosphere reserves and the French WWF scientific committee.

During his long career, he wrote more than 100 scientific papers devoted to the environment and natural resources. A gifted and skilled communicator in both French and English, he set himself the highest standards, and expected others to do likewise. He was a man of vision who also understood the practicalities of making things work.

He is survived by his wife Claude, and daughters Laurence and Stephane-Isabelle.

Malcolm Hadley

Michel Batisse, environmentalist, born April 3 1923; died September 27 2004

Batisse . . . practical vision
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The Environmental Magazine

Half the World is Women

But Empowerment—and Environmental Progress—Are Lagging

by Starre Vartan

On the Hindu festival day of Rakti in 2001, more than 100 women and men marched through monsoon rains to the Advani forest. Led by Bachchni Devi, a woman who had organized movements to protect the forest from logging 30 years before, the group now faced a tougher challenge; the Power Grid Corporation of India. The Corporation wanted to install a dam and had hired contractors to remove the very trees that had been physically protected (through literal tree hugging) by groups of women in non-violent civil disobedience during the protest’s early days in the 1970s. Devi said then, “We did not protect these trees so many years ago, only to see them cut now!”
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The Chipko Movement has not only protected trees in the local forest, but has spread to other parts of the country and forced a review of the country’s forest policy (resulting in tree-cutting restrictions in the Himalayan region). Following that success, an anti-mining movement was initiated, which kept mining contractors away from ecologically fragile zones.

In Mumena, Zambia, a town of 87 families, solar panels have bypassed coal-burning power plants and provide energy enough to power community buildings. In India, the Barefoot Solar Engineers are groups of illiterate women who have been trained to make electronic circuits and chargers for solar panels, and install and maintain hand pumps, water tanks and pipelines. A six-month workshop teaches young women how to bring solar energy to their communities, enabling irrigation facilities, schools, shops and the medical centers to be open in the evening. Twenty-six-year-old Ritma Bharti, one of the engineers, says, “I always dreamt of doing something big for my society. Today my family, my neighbors, and even the village elders respect me and value my contributions. It feels wonderful.”

The interconnection between environmental awareness and better lives for poor women is clear. Women the world over, in developing nations on every continent, are working to protect the environment and improve their lives—proving that the two are not mutually exclusive.

In the name of development, China, India, South Africa, the Philippines and many other countries are following the same environmentally destructive path as the U.S. and Western Europe. In China, the use of smog-producing cars and trucks is rising with income levels. The competition between the millions of smog-free bicycles ridden to work and the increasing numbers of cars on the road has led to the banning of bikes in Shanghai (and overwhelming the movements in smaller countries like Denmark and Sweden to get more people to commute to work on two wheels instead of four).

The assumption is that in order to achieve standards of living like those in the U.S., forests have to be destroyed, rivers polluted and ecosystems marginalized. But indigenous movements are challenging the notion that developing countries have to destroy the environment to lift their people out of poverty. With new technology and information gleaned from our environmental mistakes, some countries are realizing that it can’t be called “progress” unless it’s also sustainable. The world’s women are on the forefront of making this ideal a reality.

The Case for Gender Equity

While it might seem to many that feeding and assuring basic healthcare to a community is more important than women’s rights, development experts say it’s almost impossible to make long-term gains to improve the lives of a community if women’s voices are marginalized. In several African irrigation programs, for example, the health of the community declined as water used by women for processing grains and growing food crops was directed away from villages, towards the cash crops tended almost exclusively by men.

Women’s daily work in developing countries involves everything from planting and harvesting food, collecting water and storing it for later use, caring for livestock, harvesting wood for cooking or building materials, caring for children, and growing and processing medicinal plants. Women are usually in charge of knowing when water is safe to drink and when it needs to be conserved due to scarcity.

Women farmers have tended to use and perfect traditional cropping methods developed over time to protect natural resources. They tend to employ traditional farming methods like rotating crops, mulching to prevent water evaporation, intercropping and fallowing to prevent erosion. Such techniques are important in places like Nnobi, Nigeria, where erosion-induced gashes have separated buildings within a compound, physically tearing a community apart. Women’s involvement with all aspects of agriculture has increased in recent years, specifically the aspects of agriculture that feed communities’ basic needs. Biodiversity, family planning, pollution, and the health of food and water supplies—these are all mostly controlled by women.

According to Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, “It is clear that women have a central role as custodians of local and indigenous knowledge and as conservators of the natural world. It is also clear that their role and ‘know-how’ is often undervalued and ignored. Indeed, all too often women are treated as second-class citizens with less rights and a reduced status in respect to men. It is high time that national and international policies reflect gender differences and give far greater weight to the empowerment of women.”

Globalization and Privatization

Women lose power not only because of old prejudices and mores, but also because of current trends, like globalization, privatization and skewed economic development. June Zeitlin, executive director of the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), explains, “The whole trend toward privatization of natural resources, particularly water, has had a devastating effect on women.”

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), much of women’s work—whether it’s planting and harvesting crops, collecting fuel wood, taking care of children or cooking food—is generally not counted in standard measures of a country’s economic status, since most of it is not done for pay. The agency argues, “Women are often thus neglected in development programs that focus on increasing income as a way to ‘develop’ a country. Emphasis is placed on growing cash crops instead of crops for food.” The FAO reports that this “increases the burden on women, who often have to work longer and harder to supply their families’ needs. It often results in overuse of resources and degradation of the environment, and ultimately increases the poverty of many people even while the gross national product increases.”

According to WEDO, women own less than one percent of land worldwide. This, combined with a lack of access to credit to buy land, means that female farmers have little incentive to protect the land they cultivate.

Water privatization forces the poorest of the poor to use a majority of their income to purchase clean water. In cash-strapped Bolivia, “La Guerra de Agua” was fought and won in 2000 due largely to agitation by female collectives. In 1999, the Bolivian government invited a multinational corporation, Aguas del Tunari, a subsidiary of Bechtel, to take over supplying water for the whole country in a 40-year contract. Immediately, water rates made it nearly impossible for poorer residents to make payments. Small farmers and the self-employed—a majority women—were especially hard-hit. In a country with an average monthly wage of $100, water bills could be $20 or more.

Carmen Pereda, a spokesperson for the group Co-ordinadora for the Defense of Water and Life, says, “When the issue about water started in 1994 in a village called Vinto outside Cochabomba, it was the women who organized and started to fight against the government. Later, I remember that whenever there were confrontations with the police, it was mostly women who were fighting back and getting arrested.”

In 1992, some 1,500 women from 83 countries met at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and created the Women’s Action Agenda 21. Critical issues including governance, the environment, reproductive health and education were included in a plan that has since been used by women leaders to lobby the United Nations.

Other conferences followed, including the 1995 United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, which concluded, “Women have an essential role to play in the development of sustainable and ecologically sound consumption and production patterns and approaches to natural resource management.” But Zeitlin cautions that positive statements are not enough. “There is a lot of recognition and commitment by governments and other institutions on paper,” she says. “The translation into change at the local level is very varied.”

The Urban Poor

The health of the urban poor is largely dependent on the condition of the land surrounding the cities they live in. In Manila, Philippines, logging projects outside the city have affected the water quality of the city’s drinking supply, especially as erosion around city reservoirs has rendered water unhealthy during flood times.

Public health in the world’s large cities is crucial because of spectacular population growth. Gustav Speth, dean of the Yale School of the Environment, writes, “Virtually all population growth in the next 30 years will be in urban areas. The urban poor often establish informal settlements in ecologically fragile areas; without sewers and garbage collection, wastes accumulate and degrade both land and water supplies.”

Women’s responsibilities often include waste disposal. Improperly disposed human wastes can encourage the spread of disease, as can indiscriminate pesticide use in small urban plots. Forty percent of African and 50 percent of Latin American city-dwellers are involved in urban agriculture. Because women are expected to stay in or near the home, many engage in small-scale home factories, where exposures to local contaminants are unregulated.

When women do work outside the home, they often encounter sexual harassment and discrimination, and rape is not uncommon in countries from Uzbekistan to Indonesia. Ita Fatia Nadia started the Jakarta-based women’s advocacy organization Kalyanamitra to address women’s issues. “More women are now forced to seek employment to keep the family going and bear the rise in prices,” says Nadia. “But there are still no laws to protect…women in Indonesia.”

Many women also face grievous health risks at their jobs, and work long hours for low pay. In Bogota, Colombia, chemicals used in the greenhouses are carcinogens or toxins that have been restricted in the U.S. but are legal there. As a result, two-thirds of Colombia’s flower workers, mostly women, suffer from problems associated with pesticide exposure, ranging from nausea to miscarriages. One flower worker depicts her working life: “I knew poverty before but it was in the greenhouses that I learned what fear and humiliation meant. Here we have jobs but no dignity.”

The Fight for Food and Clean Water

Thirty percent of women in Egypt walk over an hour a day to get water, and in other parts of Africa women and children spend up to eight hours procuring it; in East Africa the time spent getting water has doubled since 1990. The lack of water availability not only affects women’s productivity and health, but also the quality of their gardens, which is the only source of food in cases of crop failure and drought.

Rainwater harvesting is one of the most successful ways to increase local fresh water supply. Using special containers and the digging of mini-reservoirs or “earth pans,” women can collect fresh and unpolluted water on their doorsteps rather than being forced to trek many miles. Masai women in Kenya have joined a wider international initiative funded by the Government of Sweden to train women in this technique.

Water-related diseases cause 80 percent of all the world’s sicknesses, in the forms of hepatitis A, malaria, diarrhea, dysentery and schistosomiasis. These illnesses take healthy women away from being able to raise food crops, and thus exacerbate poverty. To turn the situation around, women need to be involved. “It is now recognized that the exclusion of women from the planning of water and sanitation schemes is a major cause of their high failure rate,” says the UN.

Women’s gardens are the source of up to 90 percent of the food eaten by indigenous people, and are often models of sustainable land use. They are typically dominated by perennial rather than annual plants and tended with mulch, manure and crop residues rather than industrial chemicals. A study in Nigeria found that women who grow intensive home gardens raise 18 to 57 different plant species, including tubers, legumes, vegetables, grains and fruit trees. In Sierra Leone, women could name 31 species of trees when men were only able to identify eight. “Women may practice more multiple cropping, plant more carefully and have more knowledge of local varieties than their husbands,” according to a local Nigerian expert.

During the 1990s, the Seed-Saving Movement (SSM) was born, in which women banded together to save native seeds and tried to keep genetically modified and pesticide-dependent seeds out of their fields. Sudesha, a local SSM activist, says, “Men bring new seeds which ruin our agriculture, but women have always liked the traditional seeds.”

New seed-planting technology finds more support among men who want to increase short-term cash returns, but women farmers say they are more concerned about the long-term effects of changing centuries-old practices. The experience of these movements has been that there is a strong gender aspect to the quest for sustainable development. Dhum Singh Negi, a senior activist with SSM, says, “Women have been the most enthusiastic participants in all of the movements.”

Preserving Biodiversity

In many of the world’s poorest regions, up to 90 percent of the plantings are derived from seeds collected and saved within communities, a process that protects the strongest seed strains. Since 75 percent of the world’s population depends upon traditional, plant-based medicine, it is not only food security and genetic resistance that are dependant on diverse ecosystems.

In Thailand, studies of 60 women-managed kitchen gardens found 230 different species of plants, many of which had been rescued from the neighboring forest before it was clear cut. Ruth Lilongula, a resident of the Solomon Islands, explains, “Biodiversity is the very core of our existence within communities. You cannot say how many dollars this is worth because it is our culture and our survival. Our environment is many things, a classroom, a pharmacy and a supermarket.”

One of the best-known examples of women’s empowerment is Kenya’s Green Belt reforestation movement. Started by Wangari Maathai (who’s now Kenya’s Assistant Minister for Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife) on Earth Day in 1977, it mobilized 50,000 women to plant 20 million trees, combating desertification, restoring soil health and protecting watersheds. “When you plant a tree and watch it grow, something happens to you….You see the relationship between a person and the environment,” says Maathai.

Pollution Persists

Africa’s Niger Delta is home to a rich variety of seafood that has allowed the local residents a constant supply of food that has been subsistence harvested for thousands of years. In the spring of 2004, a tragic oil spill destroyed that abundance. More than 30 years earlier, multinational companies had laid underground pipes to transport the oil that had recently been discovered. Abandoned and un-maintained, the pipes eventually rotted, spilling oil into local waters and wreaking havoc.

Over-fishing has exacerbated the problem. As one local fisherman explained, “Fish have moved from the creeks to deep waters, where it is too dangerous for our canoes to go. Big fishing boats, most of them manned by foreigners, now get the big catches.” Most young people have left the delta for the cities, leaving an aging population behind.

The Stockholm Convention has made a concerted effort to rid the world of some of the most hazardous chemicals. But the problem persists, and poorer nations often become the dumping grounds for chemicals that are illegal elsewhere. Nigeria, for instance, has agreed to the Stockholm Convention, but with no funds or manpower to enforce the rules the chemicals are still available on store shelves.

Population

The world’s population, currently at 6.3 billion, is expected to reach 8.9 billion by 2050. Most of that growth is coming from developing countries, where biodiversity is high, environmental decline is widespread and healthcare is a challenge. The UN calls overpopulation “the root cause of environmental degradation.” Population policies often have a bad reputation, as women have been coerced to either have or not have babies, depending on the needs of the government. Although it has led to the reduction of the population by an estimated 250 million, the Chinese “one-child” policy has led to allegations of forced abortions and sterilization. According to the U.S. Committee for Refugees, “Given the longstanding preference for boy babies in China, the one-child policy has made female infanticide common. Baby girls are also abandoned at orphanages and churches.”

In 1994 the International Conference on Population and Development got 179 governments worldwide to agree to a 20-year plan to stabilize the world’s population, agreeing on targeting individual choice and education, not coercion or control.

Economist Partha Dasgupta points out that childbearing in developing countries has very high health risks for women, as one in 57 will die in childbirth. When given the choice, women the world over have fewer children, but in many places, that choice is not available. “Data on the status of women from 79 so-called Third World countries display an unmistakable pattern: high fertility, high rates of illiteracy, low share of paid employment and a high percentage of working at home for no pay—they all hang together,” says Dasgupta.

According to Speth, there are voluntary methods that have successfully reduced population growth. “These include empowering women socially and politically, making contraceptives and other non-coercive family planning services available, providing maternal and child healthcare, education for girls and jobs for women,” he says. As an example of how this works in practice, by 2100 India may have 600 million fewer people than predicted because of improvements in women’s quality of living and available contraception.

Worldwide, about 60 percent of men and women use modern contraceptive methods, but 38 percent of all pregnancies are still unwanted, and 150 million married women around the globe want family planning services and can’t get them. When available, contraceptive services are widely used; in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, 59 percent of married couples now use contraception. Less than 20 percent did in 1990 when it was difficult to obtain.

By successfully denying family planning funds to any organization that it can somehow link to abortion, the Bush administration has cut off $34 million in funding for birth control and maternal and child healthcare. In 2002, the UN Population Fund found its HIV/AIDS funding blocked. The logic of this is unclear, since reducing funding for family planning actually results in more abortions. So far, European countries have made up for the Bush funding cuts.

While Laura Bush has said, “President Bush is firmly committed to the empowerment, education and health of women around the world,” the administration refuses to endorse the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, and in March 2004, rolled back support for the Beijing Platform of Action, which outlines steps countries can take to advance women’s status.

Empowering women clearly has broad benefits. Giving them the resources to decide how many children to have, what kind of farming to engage in, or what to do with waste water affects everyone, as our environmental mistakes poison the air of people halfway around the globe and their mistakes cost them their lives.

STARRE VARTAN is a Connecticut-based freelance writer.
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Memo From: SRI Analysts To: Companies--Use GRI Sustainability Reporting Platform!

    by William Baue

A coalition of 17 socially responsible investment firms recommends that companies disclose social and environmental data using the Global Reporting Initiative.

SocialFunds.com -- Yesterday, 17 socially responsible investment (SRI) firms representing over $147 billion in assets issued a joint statement urging companies to disclose social and environmental information using Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Sustainability Reporting Guidelines. Since its 1997 founding by the Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), GRI has become the standard-bearer in "triple bottom line" (economic, environmental, and social) reporting.

"We support the GRI guidelines as the most comprehensive reporting framework available, and one that has gained broad credibility through a rigorous, global multi-stakeholder feedback process," stated the 17 firms. "We also believe the GRI guidelines provide a valuable tool for providing comparability and consistency across reports."

The coalition, coordinated under the Social Investment Forum (SIF), includes large SRI firms such as the Calvert Group, religious investors such as the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ (PBUCC), Canadian SRI firms such as Ethical Funds, and SRI financial adviser firms such as Progressive Asset Management (PAM). The statement is also endorsed by SRI research firms such as Innovest Strategic Value Advisors, Michael Jantzi Research Associates (MJRA), and KLD Research & Analytics, as well as advocacy organizations such as the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR).

Steve Lippman, senior social research analyst at statement signatory Trillium Asset Management, characterized sustainability reporting using GRI guidelines as a "win-win" situation for companies and analysts (as well as other stakeholders). Analysts benefit from increased accessibility to information affecting investment decisions; companies can benefit by identifying potential risks that can be mitigated and potential liabilities such as energy inefficiencies that can save money by conservation.

"Our stakeholders look to us to disclose key environmental and social data so they can compare and judge our performance--it makes clear business sense for Intel to meet that need," said Dave Stangis, director of corporate responsibility at Intel (ticker: INTC). "Our shareholders and communities expect it, and it helps us improve our performance."

Intel is one of only a handful of US companies that have achieved "in accordance" reporting status, GRI's most stringent reporting category requiring the board or CEO to sign off in certification. Other "in accordance" reporters include Dow Chemical (DOW), Ford (F), General Motors (GM), International Paper (IP), and Rio Tinto (RTP). Some 60 US companies are "declared users" of GRI (as opposed to companies that use GRI but do not notify GRI), and almost 600 companies worldwide declare their GRI usage. The SRI firms are trying to spur this number upward even further.

Some countries, to varying degrees, have chosen to require sustainability reporting. The Johannesburg Securities Exchange (JSE) in South Africa mandates GRI reporting by listed companies, and governmental regulation in Australia, France, and the UK explicitly require varying degrees of disclosure on social and environmental information.

Mr. Lippman would add the US to the list of countries mandating disclosure of environmental and social information, under Item 303 of US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Regulation S-K, or Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations (MD&A).

"I would argue that, in fact, much of this disclosure is already mandated under SEC requirements that companies disclose material risks, which has been implemented very poorly and has been poorly enforced as well," Mr. Lippman said.

Mr. Lippman cited the example of greenhouse gas emissions, which represent a significant potential risk.

"Those are material issues that the GRI certainly picks up but far too few companies are disclosing in their 10-K forms," Mr. Lippman said.

Mr. Stangis offered a corporate perspective on this issue.

"Companies are taking a harder look at what goes into their 10-K and what might be considered material by their shareholders and investors, expanding some of that disclosure in the social and environmental space," Mr. Stangis said. "While I support a lot of this reporting some points in terms of disclosing better content in the 10K, I would oppose mandatory sustainability reporting, at least right now--I do not think it's mature enough to put into a mandatory framework."

Ernst Ligteringen, CEO of GRI, agrees.

"Our view as the GRI is that sustainability reporting isn't ready as a practice to be completely regulated, and if that was done prematurely, an incomplete work would be cast in stone," said Mr. Ligteringen. "Some companies fear the movement toward mandatory reporting, and our advice to them is, if you move forward in a voluntary way and actually demonstrate that voluntary reporting meets the needs of those seeking information and helps to increase transparency, chances are the calls for mandatory reporting would be less strong."
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Save the Trees, Save the Apes, Expert Says

THAILAND: October 6, 2004

BANGKOK - A U.N. meeting on endangered species could help secure the survival one of humanity's closest living relatives, the orangutan, by saving its forest home from loggers, a leading expert said yesterday.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) could also extend a helping hand to other great apes - all critically endangered - if countries follow a European resolution to develop a global blueprint for their survival.

"These (CITES) submissions could really help to save the great apes," said Ian Redmond, the chief consultant for the U.N.'s Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP).

One key proposal involves trees, not apes.

Indonesia is proposing to impose restrictions on trade in all species of ramin, a hardwood in high demand for furniture production.

"Orangutans do not feed on ramin but its removal greatly disturbs them," Redmond told Reuters on the sidelines of the two-week CITES conference in Bangkok, which began on Saturday.

"Loggers also build canals to float the logs out of the forest and these canals drain the peat swamps where the orangutans live," he said.

Orangutans are only found today on the Southeast Asian islands of Borneo and Sumatra and Redmond said the most recent scientific estimates put their number at 45,000 - higher than some but still alarming.

The conference will also consider a resolution from the European Union - put forward by Ireland, which formerly held the EU presidency - urging CITES members "to bring worldwide attention to the ape crisis, raise funds for conservation and develop a global conservation strategy for all great ape populations."

Redmond said the situation was critical in the face of habitat destruction, the trade in wild bushmeat and the ebola virus in Africa.

Millions of chimpanzees were once found in Africa but now their fragmented populations are believed to number only between 100,000 and 200,000 between Senegal and Tanzania.

Eastern lowland gorillas may only number a few thousand. A decade ago the western lowland gorilla was believed to number 100,000, but Redmond said now it was believed to be "significantly reduced" from that level.

Only a few hundred mountain gorillas are left in the lush volcanic hills straddling Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. And there are believed to be only between 15,000 and 50,000 bonobos left, Redmond said.

"The great apes may vanish in our lifetimes," he said.

Story by Ed Stoddard

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters  

Ivory from extinct mammoths in big demand

THAILAND: October 8, 2004

BANGKOK - Ivory from the tusks of extinct mammoths is being used as a legal substitute for the stuff provided by its living elephant kin, but poor quality and a finite supply means it will never replace it, experts say. 

"Russia has been exploiting mammoth ivory since 1800," said Esmond Bradley Martin of the East African Wildlife Society, who has done a number of studies on the ivory trade.

"We are trying to encourage it as a substitute for elephant ivory," he told Reuters this week on the sidelines of the Conference on International Trade in Endangered Species

(CITES).

Ivory is a jumbo issue at CITES, with Namibia pushing for permission to sell two tonnes of it per year.

Other states such as Kenya are opposed to any further trade on the grounds that poachers will gun down their elephants as they seek to launder "dirty supplies" with legal ivory.

CITES has allowed only a few, limited ivory auctions since a global ban on the trade was imposed 15 years ago.

But the long-extinct mammoth obviously cannot be listed as endangered under CITES and so trade in its products are legal.

A study by Martin showed that from 19994 to 2001 almost 70,000 kgs (154,300 lb) of mammoth ivory were imported by Hong Kong for re-export to China, where an economic boom is fuelling demand for the substance.

Ivory is used in a variety of ways for decorative carvings and jewellery.

Mammoth and elephant ivory are fairly easy to distinguish as the latter's grain has distinctive cross-hatched lines. Mammoth ivory also tends to smell.

Mammoth ivory is abundant in Russia, the biggest source of it. Martin said it is often found on riverbanks during the brief Siberian summer.

But its quality does not match that of elephant.

"It is never going to be a substitute," said Tom Milliken, a Zimbabwe-based director of TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade monitoring network.

"It is very brittle and breaks a lot," he said.

And, of course, the supply will eventually run out since mammoths stopped reproducing long ago.

"With international trade in elephant ivory closed down, trade in mammoth ivory has emerged as virtually the only alternative acceptable to the international market, says one Web site, Canada Fossils, which asks if prospective buyers are interested in bulk mammoth tusk.

Some conservationists who hope the elephant doesn't follow the mammoth down the path to extinction hope there will be buyers.

Story by Ed Stoddard 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Tiger smuggling 'out of control'

A boom in China is fuelling demand for tiger products
The future of the wild tiger is under grave threat unless China and India crack down on the growing trade in its skin, a lobby group has warned.

The Environmental Investigation Agency said the smuggling of tiger and leopard pelts was "spiralling out of control".

China's economic boom is fuelling the trade in big cats killed in India and smuggled via Nepal and Tibet, it said.

The EIA said there were fewer than 5,000 wild tigers left in the world - down from about 100,000 a century ago.

About half of them live in India.

Tigers poached in India are ending up as luxury decor in the homes of wealthy Chinese

EIA report

The EIA report, entitled The Tiger Skin Trail, was released in Bangkok, where the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) is currently holding its biennial meeting.

It said the rate at which big cat products were being traded was greater than ever.

In October last year, Chinese officials intercepted a record haul of 31 tiger skins that were being smuggled into China via Tibet.

The seizure, said to be worth $1.2m (£670,000), also included the skins of 581 leopards and 778 otters.

Destruction of habitat

"Detailed field investigations reveal the existence of well-organised syndicates trafficking tiger and leopard skins between India, Nepal... and China," said the report.

"Tigers poached in India are ending up as luxury decor in the homes of wealthy Chinese, and are often smuggled through Nepal."

It called for a better co-ordinated effort to stop the trade, which is illegal under the Cites treaty signed by 166 nations.

But the group pointed out that poaching was not the only threat to wild tigers.

Their decline in numbers, it said, could also be attributed to the destruction of their natural habitat and a growing lack of prey such as deer and cattle.
________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Deep-sea trawling's 'great harm'
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Orange roughy: The trawler fleets chase particular species


A coalition of leading environmental and conservation groups has called for a ban on the damaging fishing practice known as bottom-trawling. 
The Deep Sea Conservation Coalition says the technique of dragging heavy nets across the seafloor is doing immense harm to fragile ecosystems. 
As well as bringing up valuable fish species, such as orange roughy, the trawlers also gouge out corals. 
The coalition wants the United Nations General Assembly to ban the practice. 
Marine scientists and conservationists presented their case at a meeting in London, UK. 
Slow world 
The principal of bottom-trawling is simple - drag a heavy net across the ocean floor, and any fish there will be caught. The problem is, everything else is caught, too. 
It has been likened to fishing with a bulldozer. 
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Fishing with a "bulldozer": Before (top) and after (bottom) the trawlers have passed through


According to one study discussed at the meeting, a single net can snare a tonne and a half of coral every hour. 
These are cold-water corals - not the brightly coloured reefs of the tropics, but deep-water varieties which grow very slowly. 
According to Dr Alex Rogers, from the British Antarctic Survey (Bas), this makes them particularly vulnerable. 
"These are very slow-growing ecosystems," he told BBC News. 
"We've measured the age of some of these off Europe to 8,500 years old. If they're damaged heavily, they may take hundreds or thousands of years to recover - or may not recover at all." 
World discussions 
The countries with deep-sea bottom-trawling fleets are few in number. 
They include Spain, Russia and New Zealand, but there are other fleets operating out of Portugal, Norway, Estonia, Denmark/Faroe Islands, Japan, Lithuania, Iceland and Latvia. 
The Coalition says these 11 countries took approximately 95% of the reported high seas bottom-trawl catch in 2001. 
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On one seamount in the Tasman Sea, we found 850 species of which a third haven't been found anywhere else 

Dr Alex Rogers, Bas 


The fleets are after valuable fish species such as the orange roughy, blue ling and roundnose grenadier. These creatures hug the underwater mountains known as seamounts and it is these locations which provide such rich habitats for cold-water corals and the other animals and plants that live among them. 
As a United Nations report released earlier this year made clear, these corals are far more widespread than scientists had previously believed, stretching from northern European waters to the south of Australia. 
The scientists and environmentalists gathered in London fear bottom-trawling will destroy many of the reefs before researchers have had a chance to study them. 
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Much of the life on seamounts has yet to be catalogued


"On one seamount in the Tasman Sea, we found 850 species of which a third haven't been found anywhere else," Dr Rogers explained. 
"And on the Norfolk Ridge near New Caledonia, there are a dozen seamounts which have been explored. Here there were around 1,200 species, a half of them new to science." 
Currently, discussions are underway at the United Nations in New York on fisheries and ocean management. These discussions will result in resolutions being put before the General Assembly next month. 
Important elements 
The Coalition is urging the UN to declare a global moratorium on bottom-trawling as soon as possible. 
"We are advocating a short-term emergency moratorium until the international community comes to its senses and decides how to manage deep-sea fisheries," said Coalition coordinator Kelly Rigg. 
In February this year, more than 1,100 marine scientists also signed a statement calling on the UN and world governments to stop the destruction of deep-sea corals. 
Their statement was released at the annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). 
"Deep-sea corals and sponges are crucial habitat elements for seafloor species," Dr Daniel Pauly, of the University of British Columbia, in Vancouver, Canada, told BBC News at the AAAS gathering. 
"Allowing trawling in coral 'forests' is the worst thing we are doing in the ocean today. It should be stopped immediately until scientists can determine whether trawling in the deep sea can be justified anywhere. 
"Nothing could be dumber than destroying the habitats that depleted fish populations need to recover. Governments must stop pussyfooting around and do something useful." 
The Deep Sea Conservation Coalition includes Conservation International, Greenpeace International, World Conservation, the Marine Conservation Biology Institute, the Natural Resources Defense Council, and the New England Aquarium, among others. 
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The known locations of cold-water corals

_________________________________________________________________________________________

EarthVision

Big Plan on Campus: Universities Combat Climate Change

Grist Magazine

While the U.S. government snubs the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, a small but growing number of colleges and universities are weaning themselves from carbon and adopting new attitudes about energy. By Shelley Smithson

"Do it in the dark!" That's the rallying cry at Tufts University in Medford, Mass., where an ambitious campaign is under way to cut greenhouse gases.

Sure, climate change activism -- conserving energy, using renewable fuels, and constructing eco-friendly buildings -- isn't as sexy as marching against Vietnam or burning bras. But in an increasingly warm world, working to reverse global climate change may be the next major social movement on American college campuses. While the U.S. government snubs the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, a small but growing number of colleges and universities are weaning themselves from carbon and adopting new attitudes about energy.

While the U.S. government snubs the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, a small but growing number of colleges and universities are weaning themselves from carbon and adopting new attitudes about energy.

"If you look at social movements in this country, they've never been led by government," says William Moomaw, senior director of the Tufts Institute of the Environment and a professor of international environmental policy. "It was true of slavery, the women's vote, civil rights, the Vietnam War. I think it will be true of addressing climate change."

A recent survey by the National Wildlife Federation found that 80% of American colleges are trying to conserve energy, and half have developed efficiency codes. Nearly a quarter use some form of renewable energy, and 12% power at least some of their vehicles with alternative fuel.

Some of the change is coming from the top. Both the president of Tufts and a senior vice president at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., have pledged to slice carbon emissions by 7% below 1990 levels by 2012 -- the goal established for the U.S. by Kyoto. And a consortium of all 56 colleges and universities in New Jersey has promised to cut greenhouse gas releases by 3.5% below 1990 levels by 2005. In Pennsylvania, 25 campuses have pledged to collectively buy some green energy, including wind power, and to ultimately reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.

On other campuses, students are leading the charge. A student organization called Kyoto Now! is active at 36 schools, urging administrations to slash carbon releases in accordance with the Kyoto treaty. Undergraduates at Lewis & Clark College in Oregon overwhelmingly voted to increase student fees to raise the money for sufficient carbon credits to make the school Kyoto-compliant, without the support of the Board of Trustees.

At Oberlin College in Ohio, students and faculty will ask the Board of Trustees this fall to adopt a carbon-neutrality policy that would go far beyond Kyoto. The policy would commit the campus to powering itself without producing any carbon emissions by 2020, through buying green energy or producing its own. "Most of the conversation has been about being Kyoto-compliant, but everybody knows that will not solve the problems. It's a very small bite out of a very big meal," says David Orr, professor of environmental studies at Oberlin.

Demonstration Plots

While most colleges practice at least some energy conservation, only a small fraction of the nation's schools have committed to major carbon reductions. "You have isolated champions around the country who are committed, and some are even [college] presidents, but not enough. There is not yet a critical mass," says Wynn Calder, associate director of University Leaders for a Sustainable Future, a Washington, D.C., nonprofit that lobbies for progressive environmental policies in higher education.

But these pioneer institutions will eventually lead other schools down the same path, says Don Wheeler, past president of the New Jersey Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability. "Solar, wind, fuel cells, geothermal -- those are all things campuses should be taking a lead on," he says. "By turning our schools into demonstration cases, [the clean energy movement] will move forward."

Oberlin exemplifies the practice of turning schools into demonstrations of clean energy: The school's new environmental studies building is a model of green architecture and engineering. Because of its design, it uses one-sixth the energy of a conventional new classroom building. The solar complex currently generates 54% of the energy used in the building, and eventually will become a net exporter of electricity. The center opened in 2000, but is still, essentially, under construction, Orr says. "Our intention is to guide the building through a series of steps until it becomes radically efficient."

Tufts, the University of Michigan, Lewis & Clark, and Stanford University are also planning to build new high-performance buildings and to green older dorms and classrooms. Other schools are taking smaller steps such as using only locally grown lumber for construction, which means gas-guzzling trucks don't have to haul timber across the country.

Meanwhile, students in disciplines ranging from engineering and environmental science to architecture and economics are getting hands-on experience with these new building technologies. "We definitely have an interdisciplinary approach," says Sarah Hammond Creighton, project manager of the Tufts Climate Initiative. "It's not all about engineering. It's about behavioral science, environmental policies, finance."

Integrating practical questions about global warming into many different academic disciplines is one of the goals of the initiative. "If you're going to teach economics, why not do a cost-benefit analysis on something interesting, like setting up different heating systems at the university or different ways of managing the grounds without so much machinery?" Moomaw asks. He says an interdisciplinary approach to climate change "can enhance the mission of the university, provide research opportunities, and even help the financial operations of the university."

And energy conservation does save money. The State University of New York at Buffalo is saving an estimated $9 million annually because it has installed more efficient lighting and ventilation systems and is encouraging students and faculty to turn off their lights and computers. Those savings can help to offset more expensive green projects that may take longer to pay for themselves.

But getting students to care about global warming enough to change their behavior is one of the biggest challenges that universities face. A Gallup poll conducted in 2000 for the Institute for Global Ethics shows that while 80% of students believe the environment is already deteriorating, not nearly as many are active in the environmental movement. At Tufts, student "eco-representatives" try to get their classmates interested in conservation by holding "Do it in the dark!" contests and papering bathroom stalls with global warming trivia.

"For many, environmentalism is recycling your newspapers and cans. But when it comes time to buy that Ford Excursion, that resolve goes right out the door because people don't think about it," says Ted Shevlin, a Tufts eco-rep. "Getting people to consider the impacts of their actions is the most important, and most difficult, part of this job."

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Horizon: Eco Challenge Awards for 10m Trees

The Nation (Nairobi): In just one year the Total Eco Challenge has inspired the planting of more than 10 million trees across the country. In a ceremony held last week in Nairobi to honor the most exceptional tree planting initiatives of the year, Total Kenya Ltd managing director Lamine Kane said this was an exceptional beginning. "Our target is to plant 100 million trees per year which is very urgent, very real and we believe achievable." And when Mr. Kane breaks down this as equaling each person in Kenya planting just three trees in a year, it looks achievable. "We will reach the target and make Kenya a tree-growing world champion. The people have the strength, the skill and they will to do it, he told the gathering. Award recipients ranged from schools, community groups, social clubs, non-governmental organizations, industry, farming estates to private individuals. More than 500 projects, large and small, have registered with the Total Eco Challenge. Individuals and organizations with tree projects are encouraged to lodge their details with the Challenge whose entry forms are available at all Total petrol stations. The aim of the Total Eco Challenge is to inspire Kenyans to plant 100 million trees per year Ð the number needed to meet demand for wood without denuding existing forests. Key components of the programme include creating awareness, guidelines on how to plant, care for trees and co-ordination existing niche projects and mobilizing corporate resources for tree planting projects. Total has pledged to maintain the programme for not less than five years, in the belief that tree growing is not only essential to the health of Kenya's climate and environment, but potentially a major economic activity. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410070412.html
Pollution At the Coast Reaches Alarming Level

The Namibian (Windhoek): POLLUTION on land and at sea has become a matter of great concern for various stakeholders at the coast. The Namibian reported last year that the volumes of rubbish dumped at sea off the central coast had become so large that the weekly cleaning of beaches between Swakopmund and Walvis Bay was no longer enough to contain the problem. The Coastal and Marine Pollution Prevention Co-ordinating Committee formed in March last year to address the growing problem yesterday launched the first phase of an awareness campaign with a poster and brochure aimed at anglers and vessel owners. With the central coastal population of almost 100 000 people, pollution was on the increase, especially during peak holiday seasons. The brochure, aimed at recreational anglers, will be attached to each fishing permit issued by the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources (MFMR). The message of the brochure is that anglers and other beach users are the solution to the pollution problem. They are requested to take all refuse home with them, and to return unwanted fish and bait to the sea. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410070013.html
SA Launches Plan to Respond to Climate Change 

BuaNews (Pretoria): Government has launched its Climate Change Response Strategy after it was adopted by Cabinet yesterday. The response follows huge climate challenges commonly known as "global warming" which suggest that the atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide has risen by 30 percent since the start of the industrial era.  Research also showed that global surface temperatures had risen by more than half a degree while rainfall was decreasing with sea levels rising and all indications show human activity as the direct cause. Speaking at the launch, Environmental Affairs and Tourism Director General Crispian Olver said water resources, agriculture, forestry, human health and biodiversity were vulnerable to climate change direct impacts. He said it would impact directly to economy since South Africa was a developing country. "The impact of climate change is physical and economic. Our climate change response programme is based on growing the economy and competitiveness within globally negotiated response, focusing on areas that promote sustainable development."  He said his department had optimized waste management to minimize the emissions of gases, had also developed air quality legislation and put in place a national monitoring network to implement the response strategy. The strategy would address government's priorities of poverty eradication, job creation and commitment to sustainable economic, social and environmental development. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410070542.html
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan appoints five-member panel to probe possible genocide in Darfur, Sudan

*
UN envoy takes part in resumption of peace talks for southern Sudan

*
Security Council says conditions still not right for lifting Liberia sanctions

*
Annan deplores actions of mutinous soldiers in Guinea-Bissau

*
Secretary-General strongly condemns bomb attack in Pakistan

*
740,000 Afghan refugees in Pakistan have registered to vote, UN mission says

*
Syria has not withdrawn troops from Lebanon, Annan reports

*
UN envoy back in Iraq for meetings on transition

*
First UN relief convoy reaches families trapped in northern Gaza

*
UN cooperation tops agenda of Annan’s visit to China, Ireland and UK

*
DR of Congo and Rwanda agree to deploy teams to troubled border towns – UN

*
UN agencies call for help as food stocks run low in storm-ravaged Haitian city

*
Inspections, diplomacy can help keep nuclear proliferation in check – IAEA chief

*
Asylum debate ignores real problems faced by refugees, says UN official

*
UN rights report praises Sierra Leone but warns about poor living standards

* * * *

Sudan

7 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced the formal establishment of a commission of inquiry to determine whether acts of genocide have occurred in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region, selecting an Italian judge and professor to lead the probe.

The five-member commission will also investigate reports of violations of international humanitarian law and human rights in Darfur, where Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after local rebel groups took up arms against the Sudanese Government.

Mr. Annan set up the inquiry after the Security Council requested he do so in a resolution adopted last month on the humanitarian and security crises engulfing Darfur, a vast and impoverished region in western Sudan.

About 1.45 million people are internally displaced within Darfur and another 200,000 are living as refugees in neighbouring Chad, and UN officials have described the situation as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

Under the Security Council resolution, the commission is also mandated to identify the perpetrators of any acts of genocide “with a view to ensuring that those responsible are held accountable.”

Prof. Antonio Cassese of Italy, the first President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), will be the commission’s chairman. Professor Cassese has taught international law in Italy and the United Kingdom and also served on human rights committees for the Council of Europe.

The other members are Diego Garcia-Sayán of Peru, Mohammed Fayek of Egypt, Hina Jilani of Pakistan and Thérese Striggner Scott of Ghana. Dumisa Ntsebeza of South Africa will act as Executive Director, heading the technical team that supports the commission.

Mr. Garcia-Sayán is a former Foreign Affairs and Justice Minister of Peru, a legal professor for nearly 20 years and a UN negotiator during the Guatemalan peace talks in the early 1990s.

Mr. Fayek is Secretary-General of the Arab Organization for Human Rights, a non-governmental organization (NGO) and has served as both a minister and as a presidential adviser during his time in the Egyptian parliament.

Ms. Jilani has been the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Human Rights Defenders since August 2000. She has a long record as a human rights lawyer and activist in Pakistan and started the country’s first firm of women lawyers in 1980.

Mrs. Striggner Scott, currently chair of Ghana’s Law Reform Commission, has worked as a High Court judge in Ghana and Zimbabwe and has also been an ambassador for her country during a long diplomatic career.

The commission has three months to complete its work and report back to Mr. Annan, and the five members are expected to leave shortly for Sudan.

* * *

Sudan

7 October – The senior United Nations envoy for Sudan has arrived in Kenya for today’s resumption of peace talks aimed at ending the long-running civil war in southern Sudan.

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, is in Naivasha to participate in talks between representatives of Khartoum and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A).

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today that Mr. Pronk was invited by the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), which is mediating the talks.

Sudan’s First Vice-President Ali Othman Taha and SPLM/A Chairman John Garang are expected to meet later today in Naivasha to discuss how to reach agreement to end the conflict that has cost 2 million lives since it began in 1983. Between 3 million and 4 million people are internally displaced as a result.

The Naivasha talks stalled earlier this year after the two sides initialled a series of protocols aimed at resolving some of the issues in dispute, including the distribution and control of resources in southern Sudan.

Meanwhile, Mr. Pronk’s Deputy for Humanitarian Affairs, Manuel Aranda da Silva, met Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom for talks yesterday in Khartoum. Mr. Blair was in the Sudanese capital for discussions with Government ministers over the humanitarian and security crises in the Darfur region.

During their talks, Mr. Aranda da Silva stressed to Mr. Blair the importance of sustained support for humanitarian operations in Darfur and for ensuring that rapid assistance is available for Sudan as soon as any peace agreement is signed.

In other news, the UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, Yakin Ertürk, issued a statement detailing the violence suffered by women and girls during attacks by Janjaweed militias against villages in Darfur.

Ms. Ertürk also recommended that Khartoum ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the rights of women in Africa.

Such a move would start a dialogue about how to improve legal protection for the rights of Sudanese women, she said.

* * *

Liberia

7 October – While Liberia has made progress in conforming to international regimes for its diamond and timber trade, the conditions are still not ripe for lifting sanctions against those industries in the West African nation, the President of the United Nations Security Council said today.

Council members “again emphasized that the continuation of sanctions was not punitive, but only meant to consolidate the peace,” Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom said in a statement to the press after the Council had heard a closed-door briefing on the mid-term report of an expert panel monitoring compliance with the measures.

“They called on the Government to take the necessary steps for meeting the benchmarks and looked forward to further progress,” he added.

The members of the Council noted with satisfaction that no violations of the diamonds and timber sanctions were reported during the period under review, and appreciated the efforts of the National Transitional Government of Liberia (NTGL) towards meeting the goals identified for the lifting of sanctions, Ambassador Jones Parry said.

In welcoming the progress in the diamonds sector, they noted that the lack of funding was impeding further steps for the establishment of an effective, transparent and internationally verifiable certificate of origin regime, he said.

Council members also noted the steps taken so far by the Government in the timber sector and encouraged the relevant Liberian authorities to take the necessary measures to establish full authority and control over the timber-producing areas and to ensure proper utilization of the revenues from the Liberian timber industry – these being the conditions set by the Security Council for lifting the sanctions, he said.

“The members of the Council underlined that adequate and timely assistance was crucial to enable the Government to meet the conditions for lifting of diamonds and timber sanctions,” he said. “They reiterated their call on States, relevant organizations and others with the capacity to do so to provide such assistance.”

* * * 

Guinea-Bissau

7 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today deplored the action by a group of mutinous soldiers in Guinea-Bissau that led to the death Wednesday of the country’s armed forces Chief of Staff.

The Secretary-General has asked his Representative in Guinea-Bissau, João Bernardo Honwana, to continue to lend the necessary support to help all parties resolve the crisis peacefully and quickly, Mr. Annan’s spokesman said.

The Security Council also condemned the killing. Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for October, said the 15-member body was concerned “over the tragic turn of events at a time when Guinea-Bissau is making steady progress towards the full restoration of constitutional order.”

“Members of the Council condemned the use of force to settle differences or to address grievances regarding long-standing problems in the military sector,” he said in a statement to the press after the Council heard a briefing on the situation by a senior UN official.

They deplored the loss of life, including the killing of Gen. Verissimo Correia Seabra, and called on all concerned to come to a speedy agreement consistent with respect for constitutional authority and the rule of law, Mr. Jones Parry added.

Council members also called on the international community to maintain its confidence in the process of democratic consolidation in Guinea-Bissau and to uphold their commitment to development in that country.

They welcomed the readiness of the African Union, the Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries (CPLP) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to provide support for the peaceful conclusion of dialogue among the parties, the Council President said. The members also encouraged Mr. Honwana to maintain his assistance in that dialogue.

* * *

Pakistan

7 October – Urging action against terrorist attacks, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the explosion in Pakistan which reportedly left dozens of people dead and many more wounded.

A statement issued by Mr. Annan’s spokesman on the bombing that took place in the city of Multan said the Secretary-General “reiterates that all terrorist acts are utterly unacceptable, and expresses his serious concern about the dangers of sectarian violence.”

The Secretary-General “urges the authorities to take effective action against such acts and hopes that community and religious leaders will exercise their influence by calling for restraint and calm,” the statement said.
* * *

Afghanistan

7 October – Some 740,000 Afghan refugees living in Pakistan have registered to vote this Saturday in their homeland’s first-ever presidential election, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) announced today, as campaigning by the candidates formally ended 48 hours ahead of the poll.

UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told a press briefing in the capital Kabul that 73 per cent of the Afghan refugees in Pakistan who registered are men and 27 per cent are women.

The voters registered over four days earlier this week in 620 locations in Pakistan’s North West Frontier Province, Baluchistan and the capital Islamabad. The process was run by the International Organization for Migration (IOM).

More than 10 million people – including at least four million women – inside Afghanistan have already registered to vote in the first open presidential election in the country’s history. UNAMA estimates that between 600,000 and 800,000 Afghan refugees living in Iran are also eligible to cast their ballot.

The Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB), a joint UN-Afghan organization, announced that public campaigning by the presidential candidates ended this morning to allow voters a chance to consider the choices. Any form of campaigning, including public gatherings, media appearances and the distribution of printed materials, is banned.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva said electoral preparations are on schedule, with officials recruited to staff the roughly 25,000 polling stations across Afghanistan. Polling materials have been distributed and 500 election observers are in place to monitor Saturday poll.

Nearly 5000 independent domestic observers, as well as about 70,000 members of political parties, are also expected to monitor the polling sites.

* * *

Lebanon

7 October – Syria has not withdrawn its troops from Lebanon as called for by the United Nations Security Council although Damascus said some 3,000 of its forces have been redeployed, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report made public today.

The Syrian Government also has indicated that about 14,000 of its troops remain in Lebanon, with a majority now based near the Syrian border and not stationed deep inside its smaller neighbour, Mr. Annan writes.

“The Lebanese and Syrian Governments have told me that the timing of further withdrawals would be determined by the security situation in Lebanon and the region,” but both countries said they could not provide a schedule for such action, he says.

Last month, ahead of elections in Lebanon, the Council narrowly adopted a resolution sponsored by France and the United States declaring support for polling free from outside influence, and calling for the withdrawal of all remaining foreign forces, the disbanding of all militias and the extension of Government control over the entire country.

The Secretary-General says that while the objections of Lebanon and Syria to the resolution “are well known, [they] have assured me of their respect for the Council, and that consequently they will not contest it.”

He notes in his report, however, that less than 24 hours after the Council adopted its resolution, Lebanon’s Chamber of Deputies voted 96 to 29 to extend President Emile Lahoud’s term, which was to have expired in November, by another three years.

“It was widely contended in Lebanon, and asserted by the co-sponsors of [the] resolution, that the extension of President Lahoud’s term in office was the result of direct intervention by the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic,” he says.

Mr. Annan says that Lebanese public opinion appears to be divided over such issues as the Syrian military presence in Lebanon, the constitutional situation as it relates to presidential elections and the continued existence of armed groups not under the direct control of the Government.

But many people consider that fully implementing the resolution would be in the interest not just of Lebanon, but also Syria, the region and the wider international community, he adds.

“It is time, 14 years after the end of hostilities and four years after the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, for all parties concerned to set aside the remaining vestiges of the past. The withdrawal of foreign forces and the disbandment and disarmament of militias would, with finality, end that sad chapter of Lebanese history.”

* * *

Iraq

7 October – The top United Nations envoy for Iraq has returned to Baghdad this week and is meeting with a wide spectrum of Iraqi political leaders and actors to see how the world body can best help the transitional process, a UN spokesman said today.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, met yesterday with Foreign Secretary Jack Straw of the United Kingdom, who is visiting Iraq, Fred Eckhard said at the daily press briefing in New York.

Mr. Qazi also had one of his regular meetings this morning with Ambassador John Negroponte of the United States, he added.

In other news, the Secretary-General was asked yesterday what he thought of the report on Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction presented Wednesday to the US Congress. “You may recall that before [Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission Hans] Blix left here, he indicated that they had not found any evidence. So I am not surprised by that report,” he replied.

As for the notion that the report gave the UN more credibility, Mr. Annan said, “I think it indicates that the inspectors had an impact. The UN inspection did what it was supposed to do.”

* * *

Middle East

7 October – The first shipment of food and water to people trapped in their homes by the current Israeli incursion into northern Gaza was delivered to half of the 600 families there, the main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees said today.

The families, comprising some 3,300 persons, have been completely unable to leave their homes east of Jabalyia camp since the beginning of the Israeli military operation on 29 September, according to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA).

Most have exhausted their food supplies and many have seen their water and electricity connections to their homes cut by bulldozing operations.

Today’s operation brought food parcels containing rice, sugar, lentils, milk and other supplies to 300 families in the Sikka Street and Tel Es Zatar area. The Agency said it hoped to reach the remaining 300 families tomorrow. UNRWA also trucked in 8,000 litres of potable water.

UNRWA said the delivery was facilitated by a practical dialogue with Israeli military liaison officers, which enabled the Agency to coordinate the movement of a convoy of aid trucks into the area under control of the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF).

* * *

Secretary-General

7 October – United Nations cooperation with China and the European Union, as well as peace-building efforts, will be among the topics Secretary-General Kofi Annan is scheduled to address during official visits to China, Ireland and the United Kingdom next week, his spokesman announced today.

The Secretary-General will leave this weekend for Beijing, where he is slated to meet with President Hu Jintao and senior government officials, visit an eco-village and HIV/AIDS testing centre, and tour the Chinese peacekeeping training centre at Langfang. China currently provides close to 1,000 military and police personnel to 12 UN peacekeeping operations.

A speech and a question and answer session with students of Tsinghua University is also included on his programme in China, as is the opening celebrations of the 25th anniversary of the UN-China partnership.

In Ireland, which he visited once before as Secretary-General in 1999, Mr. Annan is expected to meet with President Mary McAleese, the Taoiseach (or Head of Government) Bertie Ahern, Foreign Minister Dermot Ahern and Defence Minister Willie O’Dea.

The Secretary-General is also scheduled to address the National Forum on Europe on UN cooperation with the European Union, and will meet with Irish military personnel who have served on UN peacekeeping missions.

In the United Kingdom Mr. Annan is supposed to deliver the Tip O’Neill Lecture at the University of Ulster on peace-building before travelling to London, where he will meet with Queen Elizabeth II, Prime Minister Tony Blair, Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown and the Secretary of State for International Development Hilary Benn.

Mr. Annan is also expected to attend an all-party parliamentary committee meeting and then speak with members of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) before returning to New York the week of 18 October.
* * *

DR of Congo/Rwanda

7 October – The Governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and neighbouring Rwanda have agreed to deploy permanent teams later this month in two troubled border towns to monitor the situation there, a United Nations spokesman said today.

The decision was made Tuesday in the Rwandan capital Kigali at the first meeting of the Joint Verification Commission (JVC), a body set up last month to tackle border security issues and improve bilateral relations.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said the two States agreed to send teams comprising military experts from each country to the towns of Goma and Bukavu in eastern DRC. The teams, which will be led by UN military officers, will undertake investigations on the ground and monitor developments.

Clashes have taken place frequently in or around Goma and Bukavu over the past decade, with many people also moving back and forth across the border between the DRC and Rwanda to escape violence.

The JVC will hold its next meeting in the Congolese capital Kinshasa in December. The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) serves as the secretariat.

* * *

Haiti

7 October – With the stocks of basic commodities such as rice close to running out, United Nations humanitarian agencies are asking UN peacekeepers and the Haitian Government to help open the port in Gonaïves, the city hit hardest by deadly Tropical Storm Jeanne last month.

Agencies have been able to distribute food to more than 54,000 families around Gonaïves in the past two weeks, but their plans for further distribution are being hampered by difficulties in bringing food in through the port, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today in a statement in New York.

At least 1,500 people were killed and more than 900 others are listed as missing in the wake of the floods and mudslides that followed the tropical storm as it ravaged the north of Haiti three weeks ago. Most of the casualties are in Gonaïves.

OCHA said it has contacted officials from the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) and with the interim Government to help open the port, so that food can then be delivered to several distribution points established around the city.

The distribution of clean water is proceeding more smoothly, OCHA reported, adding that the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is also repairing water and sanitation centres attached to several schools in Gonaïves.

The statement added that the residents of Gonaïves still face serious problems as the slowly rebuild their lives again. Many streets and homes are buried in mud and many temporary shelters for the homeless do not have basic supplies or sanitation.

In the long term, the mud and debris left by Tropical Storm Jeanne could worsen the already massive erosion that leaves Haiti so much more vulnerable to natural disasters than its neighbours in the Caribbean region. The marine ecosystem may have also been damaged, threatening the livelihoods of people in the fishing industry.

* * *

DPR of Korea

7 October – Verification of a country’s nuclear activities, used together with diplomacy, can be a very effective way of ensuring compliance with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), but the international community must be prepared to take action in the event of non-conformity, the head of the United Nations atomic watchdog has said.

“We cannot afford not to act in cases of non-compliance,” Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said yesterday in reference to the way the international community has been dealing with the situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).
Speaking at the Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs this week in Seoul, Mr. ElBaradei recalled the many instances where Pyongyang failed to carry out its obligations under the NPT, capped by withdrawing from the accord in January 2003.

“Naturally, all of these actions were promptly reported by the Agency to the Security Council – but with little to no response,” he noted.

“This type of reaction by the Council may be setting the worst precedent of all, if it conveys the message that acquiring a nuclear deterrent, by whatever means, will neutralize any compliance mechanism and bring about preferred treatment.”

By contrast, he said, verification and diplomacy have been part of the success so far in Iran and Libya, “and in that sense I can only hope that the continuation of the six-party talks on the DPRK nuclear programme will yield results that will include full IAEA verification.”

* * *

Refugees

7 October – The United Nations refugee agency’s top protection official said today she is alarmed that in many countries the debate on asylum is distorted by false concerns and ignores the genuine suffering still faced by refugees.

Erika Feller, Director of the International Protection Department at the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told the annual meeting of the agency’s governing board, taking place this week in Geneva, that politicizing the asylum debate does not solve the migration concerns of States.

Ms. Feller called for greater cooperation between countries so they can share their refugee responsibilities and better manage the movement of people.

Her warning comes as the number of people seeking asylum has fallen sharply since 2001, driven partly by the conclusions of several long-running conflicts, such as in Afghanistan and Angola. At the start of this year there were only 17.1 million people who came under the concern of UNHCR, down by almost 22 per cent from 21.8 million in January 2001.

Despite this drop in numbers, refugees and asylum-seekers are facing an increasingly hostile environment in many countries today, Ms. Feller said.

“It is currently in vogue to talk of a new refugee and asylum reality…[but] the problems of the refugee are perennial. Confronting intolerance and fear, being a foreigner in someone else’s land, searching for a safe haven and waiting for solutions: these are recurring features of the refugee experience.”

Ms. Feller said she was particularly worried that understandable migration concerns about preventing terrorism and fighting trans-national crime were being blurred with the issues of asylum-seekers and refugees.

“Equating asylum with a safe haven for terrorists is not only legally wrong and unsupported by the facts, but it serves to vilify refugees in the public mind and promotes the singling out of persons of particular races or religions for discrimination and hate-based harassment.”

She stressed how important it is for nations to uphold their responsibilities under the 1951 Refugee Convention and not to seek to narrow their commitments.

* * *

Sierra Leone

7 October – Sierra Leone has made “significant improvements” in protecting human rights over the past seven years, but the country’s faltering economy means those gains remain in peril, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights says in a report to the General Assembly.

The West African country “has provided a basis for lasting peace” after years of civil war by establishing a truth and reconciliation commission, setting up the Special Court to hear war crimes trials, disarming and reintegrating thousands of former fighters, and conducting multi-party local elections, Louise Arbour says.

With the help of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), magistrates’ courts, police stations and jail services have been commissioned and staff are being trained to fill positions in those areas according to international standards.

But the report states that Sierra Leone is well behind schedule to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and ranks last on the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) annual Human Development Index.

Corruption and mismanagement, a lack of private investment, low salaries and rising inflation means most citizens have “an abysmally low standard of living.”

Basic local products, such as rice and palm oil, which constitute the staple food, are overpriced, with harmful consequences for the economic wellbeing of the people.”

The report raps Sierra Leone’s Government for its failure to enshrine and uphold many social, civil and political rights. Judges and magistrates are poorly trained and rare in number, literacy rates are low and women face entrenched discrimination – especially in areas such as inheritance and land ownership – because of cultural traditions.

Guaranteeing such rights, and improving basic living standards, are vital “as the best preventive measure against a return to war,” according to the report.

The High Commissioner also says her office is committed to pressing the Government to tackle “chronic and rampant human rights issues,” including trials being conducted with legal representation and the failure to harmonize domestic laws with international rights treaties.

The Security Council decided earlier this year to extend the life of UNAMSIL, which had been slated to wind up by December, until the middle of next year.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**Sudan - Commission of Inquiry
The Secretary-General today announced the establishment of an international commission of inquiry which would determine whether or not acts of genocide have occurred in Darfur, Sudan.  The commission is also to investigate reports of violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law in Darfur.
The five-member commission will be chaired by Judge Antonio Cassese of Italy, who was the first President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.  The other four members are Mohammed Fayek of Egypt, Diego García-Sayán of Peru, Hina Jilani of Pakistan and Thérèse Striggner Scott of Ghana.
The commission will also have an Executive Director, Dumisa Ntsebeza of South Africa, who will head the technical team supporting the commission.
Three of the members of the Commission, as well as the Executive Director, will meet the Secretary-General this afternoon at 3:00.
**Sudan
Also on the Sudan, Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, arrived in Nairobi, Kenya, today to attend the resumption of peace talks between the Government of the Sudan and the rebel People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A).
Sudan’s First Vice-President Ali Othman Taha and the Chairman of the SPLM/A, John Garang, are expected to meet later this afternoon in Nairobi. 
Pronk was invited by the Intergovernmental Authority on Development or IGAD, the regional organization mediating the North-South peace talks.
In Khartoum, Pronk’s Deputy for Humanitarian Affairs, Manuel Aranda da Silva, met yesterday with Prime Minister Tony Blair.
The discussions focused on the Darfur crisis and the North-South peace process.  The UN official emphasized the need for sustained support for humanitarian operations in Darfur and the need for ensuring that rapid support is available for Sudan immediately following the signing of a peace agreement.
**Sudan - Women’s Rights Expert
In a statement issued at the end of her visit to Sudan, Yakin Ertürk, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, detailed the multiple forms of violence suffered by women and girls during attacks on villages in Darfur.
She also makes a series of recommendations to the Sudanese authorities including a strong appeal to the Government to ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
Such a move would commence a dialogue for the improvement of the legal protection of women’s rights in Sudan, and also implement current obligations under international law, she says.
**SG - Travels
The Secretary-General will leave this weekend on official visits to China, Ireland and the United Kingdom.
In Beijing he will meet with the President and senior government officials; he will visit an eco-village and an HIV/AIDS testing centre, and he will tour the Chinese peacekeeping training centre at Langfang.  China currently provides close to 1,000 military and police personnel to 12 different UN peacekeeping operations.  A speech and question-and-answer session with students at TsinghuaUniversity is also included on his programme for China, as is the opening celebrations for the twenty-fifth anniversary of the UN-China partnership.
In Ireland, which he visited once before as Secretary-General, in 1999, he will meet with President Mary McAleese; the Taoiseach Bertie Ahern; the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dermot Ahern; and the Minister of Defence, Willie O’Dea.
The Secretary-General will address the National Forum on Europe on the issue of EU-UN Cooperation, and will meet with Irish military personnel who have served in UN peacekeeping operations.
In the United Kingdom he will deliver the Tip O’Neill Lecture at the University of Ulster on the topic of peace-building, before travelling to London, where he will meet with Queen Elizabeth II, the Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Secretary of State for International Development.  He is expected to attend an All Party Parliamentary Committee Meeting, and will also meet with members of non-governmental organizations. 
He’ll return to New York in the week of 18 October.
**Secretary-General’s Statement for Guinea-Bissau
“The Secretary-General deplores the action by a group of mutinous soldiers that led to the death of the Chief of Staff of Guinea-Bissau’s armed forces on 6 October 2004.  He has asked his Representative in Guinea-Bissau, Mr. Joao Bernardo Honwana, to continue to lend the necessary support to help all parties resolve the crisis peacefully and quickly.”
**Security Council
On the Security Council:  this morning they began closed consultations on sanctions placed on Liberia, in particular on diamonds and timber.  A press statement is expected to be read out on these measures by the Security Council President, British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry.
Also on the agenda is a discussion on threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist attacks, with a view to a possible subsequent vote on a draft resolution on the subject.
Then in consultations at 3:00 p.m., Terje Roed-Larsen the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, will brief the Security Council.  A briefing on Guinea-Bissau is expected as well.
Also today, the Security Council will hold its regular monthly lunch with the Secretary-General. 
**Lebanon
On Lebanon, out as a document today, is the Secretary-General’s report on resolution 1559 which Roed-Larsen will be reporting on.  The report called, among other things, for all foreign troops to withdraw from Lebanon.  It also called for the disbanding and disarmament of all Lebanese and non-Lebanese militia. 
In his report, the Secretary-General says that, to the best of his ability to ascertain, the only significant foreign forces deployed in Lebanon are Syrian, about 14,000.  It’s not clear whether the recently announced redeployment of Syrian troops is confined to regular troops or includes non-uniformed military intelligence, and whether they have all returned to Syria.
The Secretary-General also notes that while the Government of Lebanon has made great strides in significantly reducing the number of militias present in Lebanon, several armed elements remain in the south, the most significant of which is Hezbollah. 
In conclusion he says, fourteen years after the end of Lebanon’s civil war and four years after the withdrawal of Israeli troops, the withdrawal of foreign forces and the disbandment and disarmament of militia would, with finality, end that sad chapter of Lebanese history.
The UN’s Special Coordinator, Terje Roed-Larsen, will present this report to the Council this afternoon in closed consultations, as we’ve already said.
**Duelfer
Asked by a journalist in the corridor yesterday what he thinks of the report on Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction presented yesterday to the US Congress, the Secretary-General said, “You may recall that before Hans Blix left here, he indicated that they had not found any evidence.  So I am not surprised by that report.” 
When the journalist asked if the report gives the UN more credibility, he replied, “I think it indicates that the inspectors had an impact.  The UN inspection did what it was supposed to do.”
**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East -- or UNRWA -- today delivered food and water to half of the six hundred families trapped in their homes near the northern Gaza Strip’s Jabalyia camp.
UNRWA says that some 3,300 people have been completely unable to leave their homes since the beginning of the Israeli military operation on September 29.  But, following a dialogue with Israeli military liaison officers, the agency was able to give food parcels to some three hundred families.  It hopes to reach the remaining families tomorrow.
And there’s more details on that in a press release. 
**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, has returned to Baghdad this week, and he’s meeting with a wide spectrum of Iraqi political leaders and actors to see how the United Nations can best help the transitional process.
Among his meetings, Qazi yesterday saw the visiting Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom, Jack Straw.  He also had one of his regular meetings this morning with US Ambassador John Negroponte.
**DR Congo/Rwanda
The first meeting of the Joint Verification Commission launched by the Governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda was held in Kigali this week. 
A confidence-building measure, which aims to address DRC-Rwanda border security issues and normalize bilateral relations, the mechanism was agreed upon at a meeting hosted by the Secretary-General in New York on 22 September.
At its first session on Tuesday, which was chaired by Rwanda on a rotational basis, the two Governments agreed to deploy permanent joint verification teams to the border towns of Goma and Bukavu on 15 October.  These teams will comprise military experts to undertake investigations on the ground and each team will be led by a UN military officer.  The next meeting of the Commission will be held in Kinshasa in early December.  The UN Mission in the DRC serves as the secretariat of this mechanism.  
**Haiti
Three weeks after Tropical Storm Jeanne ravaged Haiti, UN humanitarian agencies continue to distribute relief supplies to people around the hard-hit city of Gonaïves.  
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, after initial problems due to security constraints, several food distribution points have been opened, and food aid has been distributed to more than 54,000 families since 22 September.  Water distribution is proceeding well.  International organizations have provided 11 trucks for delivering water and local authorities are working on repairing Gonaïves’ local water system. 
Nonetheless, the people of Gonaïves still face a range of problems.  Humanitarian groups are helping in the clean-up of the mud, which clogs roads and leaves homes uninhabitable.  In order to prevent future disasters, relief agencies are stressing the risks of long-term damage to agriculture and the marine ecosystem, because of land erosion and mud flows into the sea.    
We have more information on that in a press release. 
**IAEA
The Spokesman was asked yesterday about the comments made by the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Mohamed ElBaradei, on North Korea.
The IAEA Director-General made those comments at the Pugwash Conference in Seoul, where he said that one lesson from North Korea is that “we cannot afford not to act in cases of non-compliance.”  He said that examples of North Korean non-compliance were repeatedly referred by the IAEA to the Security Council, and again I quote, “but with little to no response”.
By contrast, he said, verification and diplomacy have been part of the success so far in Iran and Libya.  He hopes that the continuation of the six-party talks in North Korea will yield results that will include full IAEA verification.
And we received that guidance from the IAEA, and, if you have any further questions, I suggest you follow up with them. 
**UNHCR - Feller
Finally, the UN refugee agency’s top protection official today warned States that politicizing the asylum debate will only compromise refugee protection without solving migration concerns.
She called instead for multilateral cooperation to share responsibilities and better manage the movement of people. 
Erika Feller, UNHCR's Director of International Protection, made the comments while addressing the agency’s annual Executive Committee meeting in Geneva.
And we have her full comments available upstairs. 
**Questions and Answers
Spokesman:  I’ll take Evelyn first. 

Question:  On the weapons programme, I think there’s a bit of rewriting of history, both by the SG, by Hans Blix, and by Charlie Duelfer himself.  The fact the UN for years said there was no evidence, they also in all the reports said we can’t account for A, B and C -- both United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) and United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) -- and, therefore, these weapons might still be there.  After the invasion, the picture changed that we can’t account for it and there’s a whole story now that only, in my knowledge, [inaudible] has articulated only once ten years ago that Saddam doesn’t ever want to stand up and say, “I’m disarmed” and, therefore, he made up a lot of stuff.  That story did not come out of this building before that report yesterday and I, it’s not that the UN was acting in bad faith, but I don’t think anyone can say, “I told you so.”  I think there was a lot of doubt whether they had weapons or not.  I don’t think we should be rewriting history.  Charlie shouldn’t be doing it either. 

Spokesman:  I’m just reporting the Secretary-General’s comments of yesterday.  I never spoke for the UN inspectors and I can’t do so now. 

Question:  [Inaudible] saying the same thing they are and it’s just not true.  I mean it is in a narrow sense but not in the wider sense. 

Spokesman:  Well the inspectors’ reports to the Council, I think, speak for themselves.

Question:  Exactly, and that’s not what they said. 

Spokesman:  Gentleman in the back.

Question:  Mr. Annan yesterday said that he’s not surprised by the results of the report.  You can apply these same things to the part linked to the Oil-for-Food programme? 

Spokesman:  What, the allegations of corruption?  No, that’s a relatively minor part of this report yesterday, which focused primarily on weapons of mass destruction.  But, concerning the allegations against UN officials, we have nothing new to say.  That matter is clearly in the hands of Paul Volcker.  We are cooperating with him, as are the UN officials named in this case, specifically Benon Sevan.  Yes?

Question:  On the Commission of Inquiry, can you give us any more details?  When do these guys plan on going to Sudan?  Where will they be operating out of?  Where will their base of operation be?  Do they have any time frame as to when they have to report to the SG?  And are they going to talk to us before they head off? 

Spokesman:  Let’s let them have their consultation with the Secretary-General first.  We’ll relay all of your questions upstairs to see if we can get answers for you after that meeting.  And we’ll also see whether one or more of the members will be willing to talk to you at the stakeout on their way out of that meeting.  Yes?  

Question:  We know that it’s National Election Day in Afghanistan this upcoming Saturday, so I just wondered:  Do you know if they’re ready for the national elections in Afghanistan?  Could you give us more details for that?

Spokesman:  I would refer you to the remarks by Jean Arnault that I gave in yesterday’s briefing where he indicated that everything was ready and he felt that a free and fair election could take place.  If you want anymore than that we’ll give you the phone number of the Spokesman for Mr. Arnault, who can give you nuts and bolts details from the ground.  Richard? 

Question:  Why are you calling the Oil-for-Food programme in the Duelfer Report a relatively minor part?  And I know it’s in the Volcker hands but should Dick Cheney, the Vice-President, again today on the campaign trail talking about the Oil-for-Food report…Can’t the UN respond and say whether corruption was on such a grand scale that Member States here, if they wanted to act could have acted?  How significant are the Duelfer findings?  

Spokesman:  I said what I said about the Duelfer report because the report was on weapons of mass destruction, and that was the overwhelming focus of the report.  Although Mr. Duelfer did touch on the corruption of the Oil-for-Food scheme, that matter is clearly in the hands of Mr. Volcker.  Why should I pre-judge what a serious investigation, by a man of stature, would come up with?  You just have to be patient and let this investigation come to a close. Louis?

Question:  About the Volcker report?  Do we have any ideas when his final report will be finished?  Or will be handed to the SG or to whomever?

Spokesman:  I don’t know; you would have to ask him.  Call his staff on that.  David?

Question:  How definitive an answer as to whether or not genocide has taken place in Darfur do you expect as a result…
Spokesman:  Someone’s got a cell phone that ringing silently that’s going up the sound system.

Question:  How definitive an answer do you expect from the Committee of Inquiry looking into Darfur, as to whether or not genocide has been committed or whether or not it’s being committed currently? 

Spokesman:  They just started their work, David.  Let them finish their work. 

Question:  What are the expectations of what they’re going to come out of from their reporting in going to Darfur?  Do you expect them to say definitively, “Yes or No”, whether or not these sorts of crimes have been committed?  

Spokesman:  We just expect them to look at the issues that were laid out as part of their mandate and to report back.  We’ll see how definitive a judgement they make once they’ve made it.  I’m not going to pre-judge what they come up with. 

Question:  There have been a number of groups that have gone there and we’ve all been a little bit confused, more or less, on mandates.  I guess that’s part of the problem.  Do you expect, without pre-judging what the answer’s going to be, do you expect a “yes” or a “no” answer from this commission? 

Spokesman:  I answered your question, David.  I’m not going to say what it is they’re going to come up with before they get into the field.  Let them do their report, and then we’ll see what kind of an answer they have, whether they have a simple “Yes” “No” answer or a more nuanced answer.  We won’t know until they complete their work. 

Question:  For what purpose Mr. Qazi went to Baghdad?  Is that to inspect the situation again? 

Spokesman: It’s his job, it’s his job.  His office is there.  He’s going to spend as much time there to carry out his responsibilities as Special Representative.  Yes?

Question:  Is it possible for Mr. Qazi on his return to New York can talk to us? 

Spokesman:  We’ll ask him that, yes. 

If we’re almost finished, I think I have one more thing here, a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of Pakistan. 

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the bomb attack that was carried out today in the Pakistani city of Multan, in which reportedly dozens of people were killed and many more wounded. 

“Yet again, the Secretary-General reiterates that all terrorist acts are utterly unacceptable, and expresses his serious concern about the dangers of sectarian violence.  He urges the authorities to take effective action against such acts and hopes that community and religious leaders will exercise their influence by calling for restraint and calm.” 

Thank you very much. 
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� HYPERLINK "Iraqi" ��Environmental Lab Washington - United Nations, Iraqi government embark on site assessment program�


� HYPERLINK "Launches" ��PR Presswire - UNEP Launches International Photographic Competition on the Environment 2004 – 2005�


� HYPERLINK "science" ��The Guardian - Michel Batisse: Unesco chief who promoted science as an environmental saviour�


� HYPERLINK "Environment" ��The Environment Magazine - Half the World is Women�


� HYPERLINK "socialfunds" ��Socialfunds – social and environmental data�
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