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WORLD PARKS CONG ATTRACTS ENVIRONMENTALISTS TO SA 

      PUNE: The final countdown of the much-awaited "World Parks Congress 2003: Benefits Beyond Boundaries"  in Durban, South Africa has begun and officials, non-government organisations (NGOs), community  representatives and activists, including the Indian minister of state for environment are making a beeline for  the venue. 

      A once in a decade opportunity to take stock of the globally protected areas and future course of action to

      protect the environment has attracted some 100 participants from India. 

      World Parks Congress (WPC) will be on from September 8 to 17. City-based environment protection group  Ecollage managing trustee Sujoy Chaudhuri, who will be making a presentation on Mapping of Community  Conserved Areas (CCA) at WPC told The Times of India that they had ascertained over 215 community  conserved areas in the country. "However, so far we have mapped approximately 172 CCAs. Mapping of  CCA's is an important subject and we have to highlight its significance in the congress," Chaudhuri said, before leaving for Durban on Friday. 

      The 10-day congress will have workshops and presentations on 40-odd topics related to this various theme

      such as - collaborative management of protected areas, community initiatives in conservation, community

      rights and responsibilities, benefits from protected areas, cultural and spiritual values of protected areas,

      linkages between conservation, livelihoods, poverty, special place of indigenous/tribal and nomadic/mobile

      communities, tourism and communities and human-wildlife conflicts, among others. 

      Centre for Environment Education (CEE) scientist in-charge Sanskriti Menon said she was looking forward to  attending the community and capacity-building theme workshop at the congress. "We are involved in community-based initiatives. It will be an excellent opportunity to learn and understand eco-development      projects, conservation projects and joint-venture projects undertaken by the government, forest  department, NGOs and communities from all across the world," Menon said. 

      The theme of the congress "Benefits Beyond Boundaries" truly focuses on people's needs and offers a stream  of economic, political, and environmental benefits to communities world-wide," Menon said. 

      On behalf of the IUCN theme group on Indigenous/Local Communities, Equity, and Protected Areas

      (TILCEPA), city based NGO Kalpavriksh will be co-ordinating the theme - relationship between communities  and protected areas at the congress. 

      For the first time, approximately 200 representatives of local communities themselves from all across the

      world will participate in the congress. "The Durban congress will act like a catalyst to protect the

      environment and spur global action. The congress will develop an accord and action plan which will address  key challenges to conserve protected area system and guide its development in the next decade," said a senior educationist from the Bombay Natural History Society. 

      The congress will present both, the latest and traditional knowledge on protected areas and biodiversity

      conservation, including the 2003 United Nations List of Protected Areas, jointly produced by UNEP World

      Conservation Monitoring Centre and the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas. 

      Former South African president and Nobel Peace Prize winner Nelson Mandela and Her Majesty Queen Noor,  patrons of the Vth World Conservation Union (IUCN) World Parks Congress will open the major forum of the Congress on September 8.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

September 5, 2003 
Park Talks Draw the Heavy Hitters 

More than 2 500 people will gather at Durban's international convention centre next week for the biggest

      conservation congress hosted by the city. 

      The line-up of royalty, film stars, politicians and prominent conservationists expected at the World Parks

      Congress, includes former president Nelson Mandela and fellow World Conservation union patron, Queen Noor   of Jordan. 

      Princess Irene van Lippe-Biesterfeld of the Netherlands will introduce an audio visual on the benefits of

      protected areas, while King Goodwill Zwelithini and Mandela will host a farewell beach party. 

      President Thabo Mbeki is expected to deliver closing remarks from the host country at the end of the

      congress. Delegates and speakers include: 

      Her Mayan peasant family was accused of taking part in guerrilla activities. In 1979 her brother was

      arrested, tortured and killed by the army. The following year, her father was killed while staying at the

      Spanish Embassy. Soon afterwards, her mother was arrested, tortured, raped and murdered. 

      Menchu became increasingly active in the peasant resistance movement, but fled to Mexico in 1981 where

      she continues to organise resistance to oppression in Guatemala. 

      David Suzuki is an award-winning Canadian author, television producer and genetic scientist. 

      His television appearances, to explain the complexities of nature in an easy to understand format, have

      received high acclaim for over 30 years. 

      Because of his Japanese ancestry, Suzuki was interned in 1942 (at the age of six) in a camp in British

      Columbia. He later studied biology, zoology and genetics and has written more than 30 books, several for

      children. 

      He heads the David Suzuki Foundation, a non-profit organisation which tries to find solutions to the root

      causes of environmental problems. 

      American tough guy actor Harrison Ford is less well-known for his long-standing commitment to conservation  issues. 

      He has served on the board of Conservation International for 10 years and has played a major role in the

      Centre for Environmental Leadership in Business. 

      He has donated nearly 400 acres of his property in Jackson, Wyoming to a conservation land trust. 

      Richard Leakey is the former director of the Kenya Wildlife Service and son of famous anthropologists Louis  and Mary Leakey. He is a well-known palaeontologist and discoverer of early human fossils. 

      In 1989 he was invited by President Daniel Arap Moi to take charge of wildlife management in Kenya. 

      He lost both his legs after a plane crash in 1993, but overcame the disability and in 1999 he was appointed

      head of Kenya's civil service and secretary to the cabinet. 

      Dr Robert Watson is an outspoken scientist who advises the president of the World Bank. He is also the

      former chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - a body created by the United Nations

      in 1988 to tell governments about the likely causes and consequences of man-made climate changes. 

      He was ousted last year - leading to speculation that he had angered US President George Bush and

      American industry and energy giants. 

      Shortly after his replacement, it emerged that Bush was approached by the oil industry and energy lobby in

      America, suggesting that Watson be replaced. 

      Klaus Toepfer is the executive director of United Nations Environment Programme and played a

      prominent role during last year's World Summit in Johannesburg. 

      He is widely recognised as having spearheaded ground-breaking environmental policy in his home country, as  Germany's minister of environment. 

      He also contributed actively to the success of the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, and played a

      major negotiating role in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the creation of the Global

      Environment Facility. 

      Before his political career Toepfer was an academic. 

      Jan Pronk, special advisor to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan is a former minister of the environment

      (Netherlands) and played a key role in the Johannesburg World Summit. 

      The former academic entered politics as a member of the Labour party and established a high profile as

      Minister of Overseas Development during the 1970s. 

      During the 1980s he served at the UN before returning to the government as a development and

      environment minister. 

      Yolande Kakabadse of Ecuador is president of the World Conservation Union. 

      She has served as her country's environment minister. She became closely involved in environmental issues  with her appointment as head of the Nature Foundation in Quito, where she worked until 1990. 

      For the next two years Kakabadse co-ordinated civil society involvement in the Rio Earth Summit, from

      Geneva. Later she founded the non-government Fundacion Futuro Latinoamericano and in 1998 was

      appointed minister of environment for Ecuador, a position she held until 2000. 

      Chief Emeka Anyaoku of Nigeria is president of the Worldwide Fund for Nature and the former Commonwealth  secretary-general. 

      Anyaoku's Commonwealth career spanned more than three decades and he was directly involved in the

      negotiations leading to the independence of Zimbabwe and Namibia, and the end of apartheid in South

      Africa. 

      He joined his country's diplomatic service following Nigeria's independence in 1960 and was soon posted to  the United Nations in New York. By 1977 he was elected deputy secretary-general. He later served as      Nigeria's foreign minister, and in 1989 Anyaoku was elected Commonwealth secretary-general, a position he      held until 2000. 

      Achim Steiner of Germany is director-general of the World Conservation Union. 

      He has worked both at grassroots level and at the highest levels of international policy making on

      environmental and economic issues. 

      He recently worked closely with Professor Kader Asmal as secretary-general of the World Commission on

      Dams. 

      The German national was born in Brazil.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Washington Times

September 5, 2003, Friday, Final Edition

World weather prompts new look at Kyoto; 

      Global warming blamed by some for heat deaths

      BYLINE: By Takehiko Kambayashi, THE WASHINGTON TIMES

      BODY:

      KYOTO, Japan - While abnormal weather conditions play havoc around the globe, many residents of this

      ancient capital are calling for the early enforcement of a protocol to counter climate degradation.

      "We would like the Kyoto Protocol to be put into force as soon as possible," said Masafumi Kitamura, head of  the city's Global Environment Policy Section, referring to the treaty drafted at the 1997 international      conference here.

      World leaders converged then to discuss how to respond to global warming and came up with the Kyoto

      Protocol, an international framework for countering climate change. Under the protocol, industrial countries are required to cut emissions of greenhouse gases by an average 5.2 percent from 1990 levels by the period between 2008 and 2012. 

      The United States has rejected the treaty, in part because it exempted China, India, Brazil and other rapidly

      growing nations from mandatory emission cutbacks.

      Much of the initial U.S. opposition to the Kyoto accord was based on a belief that the science on global

      warming has become overly politicized.

      The Bush administration now accepts the premise that greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide are one

      cause of climate change. But it remains opposed to the Kyoto accord, considering it a flawed treaty that if

      implemented would do more harm than good.

      Even without U.S. participation, however, Mr. Kitamura called the Kyoto Protocol a "milestone, since the

      whole world is getting together to solve a global problem."

      Since the Kyoto conference, the city's people - residents, journalists, businesses and public officials - have

      become more aware of environmental issues, he said.

      Kyoto residents are proud that their city of shrines and temples was the capital of Japan for 1,200 years.

      They are also proud that their city's name is now associated with efforts to combat climate change and are

      quick to cite unusual weather patterns experienced this summer as evidence that global warming is under

      way.

      In France, record-breaking heat since late July caused thousands of deaths, largely among the elderly.

      In India, this year's premonsoon temperatures reached 120 degrees - nine degrees above normal - and at

      least 1,400 people died from the heat, according to the World Meteorological Organization [WMO].

      Weather anomalies were also seen in the United States, where 562 tornados touched down during May,

      killing 41 persons, the WMO said. The figure shattered the previous monthly record - 399 in June 1992 - the  U.N. weather agency said.

      Moreover, much of the Arctic ice cap is expected to melt during the summer season by the end of this

      century, according to a three-year international study led by professor Ola M. Johannessen at the Nansen

      Environmental and Remote Sensing Center in Norway.

      The study, funded by the European Commission, indicated that the area of Arctic sea ice had shrunk by 7.4

      percent in the past 25 years, with record-low summer coverage in September 2002. That may be

      attributable to human emissions like carbon dioxide, the study said.

      Global average surface temperature during this century will very likely rise at rates unprecedented during

      last 10,000 years, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [IPCC], which was

      established in 1988 by WMO and the U.N. Environment Program to assess scientific, technical and

      socioeconomic information relating to climate change.

      "Global warming is already upon us," John Houghton, co-chairman of the IPCC, told the London Guardian. "[T]he impacts of global warming are such that I have no hesitation in describing it as a weapon of mass  destruction," he said.

      Mr. Houghton also criticized the United States, saying it "is refusing to take the problem seriously."

      Tsuyoshi Hara, director of the Kyoto Network on the Prevention of Global Warming, an alliance of activist

      groups, agreed. Concerned that the delay of ratification of the Kyoto Protocol could accelerate global

      warming, he blamed the delay mainly on America's "selfish action" of withdrawing from the accord.

      "The United States should act with global interest, rather than national interest in mind," he said.

      However, the international agreement is moving forward, albeit slowly. Many now urge Russia to ratify the

      Kyoto Protocol and on several occasions, Russia has expressed its intention to do so.

      The Kyoto Protocol comes into force when countries accounting for at least 55 percent of 1990

      carbon-dioxide emissions have ratified it. Russia's signature would meet that requirement.

      The move will be welcome, said Mr. Hara of the Kyoto Network. "The United States should take this

      opportunity to reflect deeply on its actions and rejoin the Kyoto Protocol."

      GRAPHIC: A water meter rises above a nearly dry river near Vigevano, Italy. Officials say northern Italy will  face continued water shortages as the drought continues. [Photo by Agence France-Presse]
________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London)

September 6, 2003

Europes harvest crisis: Fear of severe effect on economies after heatwave devastates grain  crops

      BYLINE: John Vidal and Heather Stewart

The prolonged heatwave has devastated crops across Europe, leaving some countries facing their worst

      harvests since the end of the second world war.

      The searing weather, especially in central and eastern Europe, has forced countries that usually export food

      to import it for the first time in decades. Several, including Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania, are experiencing rising food prices and the UN is warning this will have a severe impact on economies.

      According to the UN's Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), wheat output in the EU is expected to be

      millions of tonnes down on last year, with much greater losses in southern Europe than in the north. 

      France has also been severely hit, and is expected to lose more than 20% of its grain harvests. Italy is

      expected to lose 13% of its wheat, Britain 12% and other countries 5%-10%. In Britain, one immediate

      effect is likely to be a 7p rise in the price of a loaf, retailers said.

      In Ukraine, once known as the breadbasket of the former Soviet Union, the wheat crop fell to 5m tonnes this  year, a 75% decrease on normal years.

      In Moldova, harvests are down 80%. According to the FAO, which has sent a mission to assess the

      emergency, losses are being compared to those of 1945, the worst harvest in memory.

      Across the EU, wheat production is down 10m tonnes, about 10%.

      "In some parts it's pretty bad," said Henri Josserand, head of the FAO's early warning system, which

      forecasts harvests and predicts where food may be scarce. "Some countries will have to import a lot more

      than usual. Their import bills will go up significantly."

      He warned that floods similar to those that caused devastation in Germany two years ago are likely to hit

      parts of Europe shortly. "These are now ideal conditions for serious flash flooding because the capacity for

      the ground to absorb water is very low."

      The UN figures, released yesterday, mirror those of the world's two leading crop monitors.

      The US department of agriculture last week cut its forecast for this year's global grain harvest by 32m

      tonnes, mainly because of Europe's extreme weather. The International Grains Council, an inter

      governmental organisation, believes the world harvest will be even lower.

      A report from the Worldwatch Institute in Washington, in cooperation with the UN Environment

      Programme, paints a bleak picture of the intense weather continuing to devastate farming.

      Last year was the third time in four years that global wheat, rice and maize production failed to meet

      demand, forcing governments and food companies to release stocks from storage. This week India released

      50% of its food stocks, partly as a result of intense heat and then floods in some states.

      Lester Brown, the head of Worldwatch, an independent research organisation, predicted that prices will

      rocket in the next few months: "The heatwave came at a time when world food supplies were al ready at

      their most precarious ever. The amount of grain produced for each person on earth is now less than at any

      time in more than three decades."

      But although 38 countries are experiencing food emergencies, the UN does not believe there will be overall

      food shortages this year.

      "The world food supply is on an upward trend," said Mr Josserand. "But just because the world is doing OK, it  doesn't mean that in some areas the situation is not severe. Southern Africa, especially Zimbabwe, is still in   real difficulty."

      Surprisingly, one country that has done better than ever this year is Afghanistan, where the cereal crop will

      be the largest on record, due in large part to good rainfall and better access to seeds and fertilisers.

      In Britain, British Bakeries, which produces Hovis and Mother's Pride, has warned retailers that it will put its wholesale prices up by 15% because of the rising cost of flour.

      The British Retail Consortium said margins on bread were already so slim that much of the cost - 6p to 7p a loaf - was likely to be added to the price.

      Consumers in eastern Europe could be harder hit. For the poorest countries, many of which spend up to half  of their foreign exchange earnings on importing grain from the west, the result could be burgeoning balance  of payments deficits, according to Kevin Watkins, of Oxfam. He said the reduced harvest was also likely to  cut donations of food aid to developing countries.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn (Internet Edition)

KARACHI: Beach cleaning drive fails to kick off 

By Our Staff Reporter 


KARACHI, Sept 6: The much-needed beach cleaning operation on a massive level has failed to take a start as yet for various reasons, mainly the prevailing situation where the process of damage caused by the huge oil spill from the vessel, Tasman Spirit , is still under way, said sources privy to the operation. 

It is learnt that authorities are still indecisive over many an actions to be taken. Even the presidential committee, which is supposed to ensure prompt implementation of various measures, aimed at restoration of the conditions along the beach; environment and ecology; and mitigation of the health loss already inflicted or feared to be inflicted on the citizens in times to come, is unable to hit on time, added the source. 

The beach is under a constant threat of more crude oil striking it, while the fate of marine life is still unknown due to the oil pollution. 

People from all segments of society - students, labourers, fishermen, etc., - are scared of the situation as no one is going to tell what actually they are going to face or what sort of environment hazards have already emerged or are to emerge in the days to come, said many of the concerned citizens. 

Amid a reduced irritating foul smell in the air, some of the hotel-owners in the affected areas have resumed their business but no one knows how much invisible organic compounds, including hydrocarbons, are being inhaled by people in the area. 

They talk about the compensation money likely to be utilized into the facelift for the coastline by the polluters, but the on-ground developments do negate the claim, added a high school students in the Clifton vicinity. He said it was unfortunate that a report on any initial inquiry on Tasman Spirit running aground and the subsequent unchecked discharge of about 30,000 tons of crude oil into the sea was still not in sight. 

Insiders maintain that the whole process of beach cleaning is in limbo as organizations and government agencies are not on a same wavelength. Since there does not exist a disaster/crisis management body, everyone involved in the operation believes his own approach credible while an effective cleaning up operation at its peak is a far cry, said one of the regular participants of the coordination committee meeting. He said that the process of education and training was still on. 

The beach cleaning efforts initiated earlier were paused only on the assumption that they were unscientific and ineffective. However, despite passage of about 40 days since the ship mishap, we are still rudderless and clean-up or damage-control measures could not go beyond acquisition of personal safety equipment supposed to be used by the workers involved in the operation. 

It is learnt that the process of dumping of waste materials and oil-soaked sand collected from the beach, which was also stopped due to the non-availability of a permanent land fill site, could not be resumed so far. Lately, the city government designated a site for the purpose, but it could not be prepared on scientific ground so far, claimed a source. 

Many of the organizations to be engaged in the restoration and rehabilitation works are short of equipment and gadgets and are looking at the salvagers and some international environmental group or club. None of them is prepared for a financial input as they are not sure of a prompt repayment from the owners of the ship or their agents, who are not available to the Sindh government's committee as well. 

Experts believe that apart from manual process involved in the beach cleaning which, to some extent, is carried out by the city government, DHA and KPT, there is a need for a scientific approach and process. 

Referring to the method of bio-remediation, a source said that the Coordination Committee set up under the directives of President Musharraf, was still to make a meaningful progress in that direction. 

It is learnt that scientists from Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission have offered their assistance with regard to the remediation methods, but a formal agreement or an approval by competent authorities is still due. The PAEC people had indicated that they would go for fertilization process, promoting growth of microscopic bacteria that ate hydrocarbons, which would consume a considerable amount of money and time. 

It is said that no doubt the PAEC has the expertise in the bacteria promotion, but in order to produce them on a massive scale as anti-hydrocarbon agents would surely take five to six weeks after an order is formally placed. 

The remediation process is also completed in phases and needs weeks to materialize. 

In regard to the need of observing the pollution-affected people, it is learnt that the KPT had already started certain exercises, but the trend or results of different tests and sampling could not be known. 

Talking to Dawn, provincial health secretary said that 10 mobile teams of doctors from the health department and DHA had been collecting blood samples from people living in the localities of Sheerin Jinnah Colony, DHA, Baba Bhit Shah and Boat Basin for an analysis. 

Since September 1, our teams have collected about 400 blood samples, while another 200 samples are expected to be collected till Tuesday and I will be submitting a report by coming Wednesday, the secretary said. He, however, declined to reveal the trend while the analysis is in the process. 

Sources pointed out that blood tests were conducted only on people who were detected as affected in initial tests conducted through different machines and as such it was needed that authorities should move fast to provide the due medial aid to oil-affected people. 

OFFICIAL COMMITTEE: In the meantime, the Coordination Committee at its meeting, chaired by Chief Secretary Dr Mutawakkil Qazi, on Saturday decided to acquire services of the experts from UNEP and PAEC to ascertain the extent of actual damage occurred due to spillage from the broken ship. 

The meeting expressed its concern over the alleged attitude of the Tasman Spirit's owners and insurance company for not taking interest in tackling the disaster, said a government handout. 

The meeting also asked the departments concerned to utilize all possible resources for cleaning the beach besides gearing up the steps already on ground for health, ecology, environment and marine survey. 


___________________________________________________________________________

Karachi News

6 September 2003

 UNEP, PAEC experts to assess oil spill damages

"By our correspondent

KARACHI: The high-level Coordination Committee, set up under the directives of President Gen Pervez Musharraf, has decided to acquire the services of experts from United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) for
ascertaining the extent of "actual damages" caused due to oil spill from the grounded tanker MT
Tasman Spirit. The committee made this decision at a meeting held here on Saturday under the chairmanship of Chief Secretary Sindh, Dr
Mutawakkil Kazi. The committee reviewed various options for accelerating the pace of beach cleaning operation and ensuring early medical check-up of the people residing near the beach. The committee also expressed concern over the attitude of the local agent of Tasman Spirit’s owner, as well as the insurance company for their lack of interest to tackle the situation arising out of the oil spill. The committee also asked the concerned departments to utilise all possible resources for cleaning the beach, besides gearing up efforts on ground for health, ecology, environment and marine survey. The committee will meet again at 10:00am on Monday.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Times of Oman

UNEP official stresses need for enforcement of environment laws

                 By A Staff Reporter 

MUSCAT — Improper enforcement of environmental laws or regulations in the region is one of the major setbacks in effective handling of waste in many countries in the region, according to Dr Basel Al Yousufi, regional industry officer at the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) regional office for west Asia. 

In an informal interview with the Times of Oman at the venue of the waste management and pest control conference, he said many countries had legislations regarding the management of waste and environmental pollution.

 “However, I think the major problem area is enforcement of such laws. The region still lacks proper participation of the private sector in the field. If there is good partnership, it can really bring about workable solutions in the region,”he added. He also referred to the lack of technical expertise and technical                 infrastructure as well as the absence of a database in the west Asian region. 

“Another problem in the region is the lack of technical expertise and infrastructure as well as the absence of database. To solve the problem  effectively, we have to have a proper database to start with, and build our                 capacity in the region starting with the human resources as well as the engineering infrastructures,” he added. 

Basel said the message that the UNEP was trying to propagate through the present conference was ‘environmentally sound management of solid waste’    starting with the hierarchy of minimisation of waste and elimination. 

 “We are promoting the concept of cleaner production and basically elimination at the source. We deal with the waste before it becomes a problem in treatment and management.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Common Dreams

Animal Trafficking - A Cruel Billion-Dollar Business 

               by Francesca Colombo

               MILAN, Italy, Sep 6 (Tierramérica) - At least 110,000 exotic birds, most from Latin America, brighten the homes  of Italian families with their song and their colors. They are the few survivors of the cruel and lucrative business  of international trafficking in wild animals. 

               In Italy and throughout the rest of Europe, lizards, turtles and small monkeys are sold as pets, and

               crafts are made using turtle shells, whale barbs and the feathers of multicolored birds. 

               The jungles of Bolivia, Ecuador,  Colombia and  Brazil, and  other fragile ecosystems of Central

               America, Mexico,  Argentina and  Paraguay, have  become the main sources of  wild species

               trafficking to  the European Union, the  world's leading  destination for reptile skins, parrots, and

               boa and python snakes, and the second for monkeys. 

               Africa and Asia are also major suppliers of wild plant and animal species for the global market. 

               Although legal trade in wildlife is regulated by the Convention on International Trade in

               Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), an estimated one-third of the global sales

               of 25 billion dollars a year is illegal -- an illicit business surpassed only by arms and drugs

               trafficking. 

               "There is enormous demand for wild species in Europe. The market varies according to the

               fashion and customs of each country. Italy loves and cares for birds, and has always been

               involved in that trade, as have Spain, Netherlands and Belgium," Massimiliano Rocco, director of

               the watchdog group Traffic International in Italy, told Tierramérica. 

               Some 35,000 animals are brought to Italy each year, among them toucans, parrots, iguanas,

               crocodiles, small monkeys, and spiders. One of every three is smuggled into the country, report

               environmental groups. 

               The trade generates profits of 500 million dollars a year, according to activists' estimates. 

               In Spain, the rage for exotic species is such that collectors will pay anywhere from 500 to one

               million dollars for a large macaw. 

               "The illegal trafficking of animals coming from throughout Latin America has Spain as its main

               entry point. From there they are re-exported to the rest of the region," Miguel Angel Valladares,

               spokesman for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) in Spain, said in a conversation with Tierramérica.

               More than 38 million wild animals are captured annually in Brazil, reports the National Network to

               Fight Wild Animal Trafficking (RENCTAS, for its Portuguese initials). But a staggering 90 percent

               die in the process of being caught or during transport. 

               Of the survivors, 40 percent -- or 1.52 million animals -- are exported, among them "the most rare

               and endangered species," says RENCTAS coordinator Dener Giovanini. 

               And local hunters earn little for capturing these animals. A Melro bird (Gnorimopsar chopi) can be

               purchased for 27 dollars at the street markets in southern Brazil, but are sold for 2,500 dollars in

               Europe. The pink macaw (Ara macao) costs 15 dollars in the jungles of Brazil, but fetches as much

               as 2,000 dollars in Italy. 

               Signs are that the business is growing. From 1997 to 2000, Italian police conducted a thousand

               searches and seized 150,000 animals -- dead and alive -- arriving from Latin America, Africa and

               Eastern Europe. 

               Last year in Mexico, more than 206,828 animals and plants intended for illegal sale were

               confiscated by authorities. That figure is 110 times higher than the total for 2001, reports that

               country's Federal Prosecutor for Environmental Protection 

               Traffickers utilize the same channels as legal importers to transport the animals from Latin America

               to Europe: direct flights and trans-Atlantic ships. 

               But unlike the legal traders, they falsify certificates, triangulate routes, and camouflage their live

               merchandise, mixing them among legal shipments to confuse the authorities. Or they use boxes

               with hidden compartments. 

               "The channels for legal and illegal trade are separated by a thin line. In one same cage you can

               find species with and without certificates. For example, venomous snakes might be shipped with

               turtles, and when they pass through customs nobody dares verify the contents of the box," says

               Ciro Troiano, an activist with Italy's LAV, an animal rights group. 

               The journey from one continent to another is often a terrible ordeal for the live cargo. 

               Toucans with their beaks taped shut, parrots stuffed into stockings, birds that are drugged or

               whose eyes are perforated so that they will not sing in reaction to the light are just some of the

               passengers in these cruel flights. 

               "The airlines don't comply with international rules. During transport, 30 to 60 percent of the

               species die," says Giovanni Guadagna, also of LAV. 

               The panorama is complicated by the fact that international smuggling mafias and drug traffickers

               from Latin America, Asia and Europe are involved in the wild animal species trade. 

               In mid-August, the Italian police discovered in Palermo -- the cradle of organized crime -- an illegal

               farm for raising dogs for dogfights, as well as wild hogs and racehorses. And they found 300

               Latin American turtles. 

               In Brazil, a parliamentary commission has documented the connection between animal trafficking

               and the trafficking of drugs and precious stones, says RENCTAS activist Giovanini. 

               And in Mexico, numerous drug lords have been involved in species trafficking. Several zoos

               continue to house a portion of the 70 species seized in 1993 from the ranch of drug trafficker

               Joaquín "El Chapo" Guzmán. 

               Species trafficking is considered a crime in most countries, but penalties vary: from six months to

               six years in prison in Mexico, five years in Spain, and two years -- which can be extended to 12 if

               there are mafia connections -- in Italy. 

               Environmentalists in Brazil complain that the legislation itself is "soft" and is too rarely enforced.

               "If someone is arrested, he pays a bond of 100 dollars and is released. The penalties are

               alternative punishments, doing community work," explained Giovanini. 

               In 2002, 17 people were indicted in Mexico on animal trafficking charges and paid fines of 580,000

               dollars. 

               "Trafficking in species is mostly tolerated by society, and that means that the perpetrator is not

               pursued by the authorities as much as drugs or arms traffickers," says Oscar Moctezuma, director

               of the Mexican non-governmental group Naturalia. 

               Francesca Colombo is a Tierramérica contributor. With reporting by IPS correspondents Mario

               Osava/Brazil and Diego Cevallos/Mexico. Originally published Aug. 30 by Latin American

               newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialized news

               service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and

               the United Nations Environment Programme.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Tehran Times

Global Environmental Congress Kicks Off in South Africa 

7 September 2003




DURBAN, South Africa -- Thousands of environmentalists will descend on South Africa Monday to focus on the world's 44,000 protected areas in a once-a-decade global event which is being staged for the first time in Africa. 

The 10-day World Parks Congress (WPA) in the eastern port city of Durban will draw some 2,500 experts from across the world, with the role that protected areas can serve in alleviating poverty at the core of their talks. 

"The World Parks Congress is the premier global event where the big issues for the protected area profession will be drawn out and debated," congress spokeswoman Xenya Cherny said in a statement ahead of the opening ceremony Monday evening. "Durban will influence African decision-makers and act as a stimulus for increased support and action for the central role that protected areas can play in the livelihoods of the peoples of Africa." 

The four previous congresses played an important role in assisting governments create new protected areas and direct more resources toward the conservation of local biodiversity. 

This year's gathering will deliver a global "report card" flush with statistical data to analyze current issues, such as how protected areas can anticipate and adapt to global change. 

"Protected areas represent some of humankind's earliest efforts to conserve the natural resources on which our survival and well-being depend," the advance statement said. 

Development has devastated and diminished natural resources the past century, but the number of protected areas has nevertheless increased from only a handful in 1900 to 44,000 today. 

They cover more than 10 percent of the Earth's land surface. 

"Although protected areas have never been needed more, the threats to these areas continue to increase," Cherny said. "Whether as reservoirs of biological diversity, sources of clean air and water, buffers from storms, sinks for carbon or places to reconnect with nature, protected areas are vitally important to safeguarding our future." 

The WWF conservation group's vice president, Bill Eichbaum, said the gathering would not only focus on the protection of biodiversity, but also its impact on local communities. 

"As protected areas are developed, it must be done in ways to take into account the needs and values of the local people," Eichbaum told AFP. 

He added the congress also needed to focus on marine protection, which has lagged behind in being earmarked for conservation purposes. 

"We have been expanding our protection areas on land but not the marine environment and fresh water environments. We would like to see renewed and invigorated attention given to that," Eichbaum said. 

The Washington-based Conservation International will present its "Global Gap Analysis" at the conference, a study on the link between protected areas and endangered species, spokesman Jim Wyss said in a statement. 

Scientists mapped the ranges of more than 15,000 bird, amphibian and mammal species and overlaid the data with maps of the world's most protected areas. 

They discovered that "more than 700 threatened species have no protection over any part of their ranges. These gap species point out the critical holes in the world's protected area network," he said. The financial implications of preserving nature will also come under discussion. 

Conservation International is expected to "put a price tag" on the continuing loss of species and habitat, and to estimate how much it costs to keep the world's protected areas running effectively.


_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Albatrosses face growing peril 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The plight of several species of albatross has worsened significantly in the last year, conservationists say. 

     They say populations of six of the 21 albatross species have shown "a further alarming decrease". 

     One, previously thought to be safe, is now believed to be at high risk of  extinction. 

     The culprits are said to be longline fishing boats, blamed for thousands of bird deaths annually. 

     The warning is sounded by BirdLife International, an alliance of conservation groups working in more than 100 countries. 

     No species safe 

     BirdLife representatives from South Africa, France, Australia, New Zealand, Argentina, the US and the UK have been meeting at a workshop in Cape Town,  to bring together global tracking data on albatrosses and petrels. 

     BirdLife says research its experts have analysed shows the mounting peril the birds face, with all 21 species now thought to face some risk of extinction. 

     BirdLife's assessment is based on the classification used for the Red List of  threatened species compiled by IUCN-The World Conservation Union. 

     The five relevant categories are critically endangered (a species facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild); endangered (very high risk);  vulnerable (high risk); near-threatened (close to qualifying as vulnerable); and  least concern (a category including widespread and abundant species). 

     Threat table 

     What has excited BirdLife's alarm is the way the threat to six species is  creeping inexorably up the scale: Atlantic yellow-nosed albatross,  near-threatened in 2000, is now endangered black-browed albatross,

     near-threatened in 2000 and vulnerable last year, becomes endangered black-footed, sooty and Indian yellow-nosed albatrosses, all up from vulnerable in 2000 to endangered now Laysan albatross, of least concern three years  ago, is today classed as vulnerable. 

     The most threatened species of all, the Amsterdam albatross, already classed as critically endangered, now faces an additional threat from disease. 

     Only about 20 pairs breed each year, and chicks are dying more often. 

     BirdLife's director, Dr Michael Rands, said: "The number of seabirds killed by longlines is increasing, as is the number of albatross species in the higher  categories of threat due to their continued use. 

     "Longline fishing, especially by pirate vessels, is the single greatest threat to these seabirds." 

     Voyage of protest 

     Longliners are blamed for killing 300,000 seabirds annually, a third of them albatrosses. 

     The birds swallow the baited hooks on the fishing lines, which can be 80 miles (130 km) long, and either die of their injuries or simply drown. 

     BirdLife and other conservationists are working with the fleets to promote bird-friendly fishing methods. 

     The British trans-Atlantic oarsman John Ridgway is spending a year sailing the southern ocean to campaign for action against illegal fishing. 

     He is due soon in Cape Town, where his expedition will be demonstrating best  practice aboard a longlining boat. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Developing nations have little hope for trade forum

 advertisement

 Tessie Borden

Republic Mexico City Bureau

Sept. 7, 2003 12:00 AM

MEXICO CITY - This week's World Trade Organization meeting in Cancun will pit developing vs. developed countries in the fight over opening a place for small farmers in the world market.

Few believe the meeting of trade ministers will yield a real compromise.

"I'm not optimistic about what will happen in Cancun," said John Audley, head of the Trade, Equity and Development Project at the Washington , D.C.-based Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

"They'll probably come up with some sort of patch over their differences so they can declare it a success, but they really won't get to underlying issues."

Resistance developing

The United States wants the 147 member countries to sign on to a trade and tariff deal to open markets for its products. But developing nations, which for years followed the open-market dictates of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund to get loans, are banding together, saying free trade only makes the rich richer and the poor poorer.

They say the trade group's rich countries subsidize large agricultural concerns so they can dump their grains at below-cost prices and undercut small farmers from poor countries, which are barred from subsidizing their farm sectors. Small farmers go broke and poor countries then face high unemployment and dependence on rich countries for food.

The trade group deals have to be reached by consensus. If a large segment of members does not sign on to this week's final trade document, the talks could collapse. They have before.

When the organization met in Seattle in 1999, rioting anti-global protesters in the streets got much of the press coverage. But what made the meeting a failure was a walkout by representatives of Third World countries who felt their concerns were being ignored.

The next meeting, in Doha, Qatar, was much quieter, but grim-faced officials had to promise that the next trade round, leading up to this week's Cancun meeting, would be dedicated to helping poor countries mitigate the damage free trade had done, particularly to their farm sectors.

Tariffs should drop across the world, they said. And rich nations should stop subsidizing their agribusiness. They also should stop dumping their corn, wheat and coffee on the world market.

None of that has happened.

Critics point to Mexico

Mexico, nearly 10 years after the North American Free Trade Agreement, has turned out to be a perfect showplace for free-trade critics. Its farm sector, composed almost entirely of small producers on minimal plots, could not compete with efficient, mechanized American farming that maximized production of yellow corn and other grains.

NAFTA opened Mexico to the grain imports, and the protected internal market the farmers had till then, when they sold their grain to the Mexican government, collapsed. Similar crises have hit coffee and orange farmers.

At the same time, Mexico dropped most farm supports, leaving only programs that have benefited Mexican agribusiness. Critics say the United States continued subsidizing agribusiness after NAFTA, which was supposed to end those supports.

With no way to feed their families at home, the farmers headed to the United States to take up jobs that NAFTA promised but never created in Mexico, joining what has become one of the largest and most sustained migration waves in history.

Developing countries don't want a retreat from free trade, said Anuradha Mittal of Food First, a progressive trade think tank. They simply want fairer rules and a way to enforce them, even on influential rich countries like the United States and Japan and on the European Union. They want the things promised at Qatar.

"They are trying to give us a new check when the old check has already bounced on us," Mittal said. "The fact that they are already saying this is not an end deal, and that negotiations will continue means this is the third successive failure for the WTO."

During an August conference call, Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Peter Allgeier said the U.S. goal is "to seek a high level of ambition in opening markets and expanding trade for all countries."

No final deal expected

Allgeier said that agriculture is key to the success of the meeting but indicated that he does not expect a final agreement to come out of Cancun.

"We don't expect people to agree on what we want the agreement to look like at the end," Allgeier said. "It's very important to realize that this is the midpoint, and so the idea is to ensure that you've got the opportunity to negotiate high-ambition results."

At the trade organization, an alternative fair will promote "fair trade" measures, including coffee and cocoa produced in Mexican farm cooperatives that sell the products as socially responsible alternatives. Mexican Foreign Minister Ernesto Derbez will speak at the fair, and organizers hope that will lend it a higher profile.

But it's doubtful ministers from the rich countries will pay much attention. Mark Ritchie of the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, said they have little incentive to change their practices, and it's natural for each country to seek an advantage for its interests in any trade deal.

Critics saw some reason to hope for a compromise a week ago, when trade-group countries reached a tentative deal to allow poor countries to bypass patent rights to buy or produce lifesaving medicines for critical problems like AIDS.

The United States had blocked such an agreement in deference to pharmaceutical companies, which argued that their patents, on which they rely for profits, would be endangered by freer access. The details of the new deal are to be worked out in Cancun.

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

BOSTON GLOBE

Fishing fuels rift in East Africa

By Raymond Thibodeaux, Globe Correspondent, 9/7/2003
OSIEKO, Kenya -- In this drowsy fishing village on the eastern shore of Lake Victoria, the elders remember a tradition of hospitality among fishermen.

Ugandans and Tanzanians would come to places like this to sell their fish and swap stories and local brews after a long day's haul.
No one paid much attention to the lake's territorial boundaries drawn up by European colonialists a century ago. But all that has changed.
"Now, everyone is talking about who owns this or that part of the lake," said John Mugingo, who at 48 is already known in the village as a "mzee," Swahili for "wise old man." "People are being arrested and fined. There is too much fighting," he told a group of Kenyan fishermen who just returned from a three-month stretch in Ugandan prisons for allegedly fishing in Ugandan waters.
Mugingo, as well as analysts following the troubles on Lake Victoria, attribute the collapse of the camaraderie among fishermen to the pursuit of the Nile perch. Since Ugandan fisheries introduced them in the lake 40 years ago, the meaty, silver-colored fish have spawned a $500-million-a-year export industry in an otherwise cash-starved region of East Africa.
Tens of thousands of East Africans have found jobs at plants that clean, fillet, and pack the fish for export to restaurants and supermarkets in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and the United States. But the sudden prosperity has spurred tighter boundary controls on Lake Victoria, Africa's largest lake, causing a rift among three neighbors.
Ugandans and Tanzanians who rely on fishing as a major source of their export income are seeking to protect their share of the fish from Kenyan fishermen. By mutual agreement among the three East African nations to respect borders set by British and German colonialists, Kenya's portion of the lake is about 6 percent. But Kenyan fishermen manage to haul in about a third of the lake's annual catch of Nile perch, mainly because more Kenyans can afford bigger, faster boats while most other lake fishermen still use sailing dhows. Still, Kenya's lucrative fishing industry has depended on the good will -- and lax boundary enforcement -- of its neighbors.
This year, with the lake's fish stocks plummeting amid heavy demand for Nile perch, stepped-up Ugandan and Tanzanian patrols have arrested more than 250 Kenyan fishermen for allegedly trespassing, fishing without valid permits, and using regionally banned small-mesh nets and poisons to kill and catch fish. Many of the fishermen languish in jails, unable to pay fines that can top $900, twice the yearly income of most East Africans.
Ugandan and Tanzanian officials, working separately, have seized more than $300,000 worth of equipment from Kenyan fishermen -- boats, high-powered motors, nets, and hooks.
Fishermen from Uganda and Tanzania say Kenyan marine patrols have retaliated by seizing their boats and vandalizing their fishing gear. Kenya's customs agents have clamped down on traders who avoid import fees by smuggling Nile perch into the country's higher-priced market.
A Kenyan police spokesman denied the fishermen's contentions that its patrols have arrested Ugandans or Tanzanians for fishing in Kenya's waters.
The conflict has sparked a diplomatic spat among the three countries and threatens to undo the already foundering East African Community, an alliance of Uganda, Tanzania, and Kenya to promote free trade and help solve regional disputes.
Kenyan legislators called on Uganda and Tanzania to soften their lake boundaries in the spirit of free trade for East Africa. Kenyan officials are challenging the territorial claims of their neighbors after Ugandan revenue agents took control of several lake islands last year once thought to belong to Kenya.
The worsening crisis on Lake Victoria overshadowed the first official visit last month to Kampala, the Ugandan capital, by President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya, who implored President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda to release 92 Kenyan fishermen being held in Ugandan prisons. Weeks later, the Ugandans released the fishermen, many of them from Osieko, but kept their equipment.
Territorial disputes are common in much of Africa, where 19th-century European surveyors marked off boundaries according to the dictates of colonial administrators and international treaties, often ignoring the long-established alliances and cultural links of the local tribes. With natural resources across the continent starting to dwindle, challenges to these imposed boundaries have increased, especially in East Africa.
Border disputes in East Africa have led to cross-border incursions and cattle raids that often turn violent. Uganda and Tanzania currently are erecting pillars along their common border to calm a long-running land dispute between the two countries, which turned bloody in 1978 when troops from Uganda's former dictator Idi Amin invaded Tanzania to reclaim territory.
"In Uganda, we are enforcing our territorial boundaries in the lake to preserve our fish, and we are backed by East African treaties," said the Ugandan fisheries commissioner, Dick Nyeko. "If the Kenyans don't want to comply, we will make them comply."
Tanzanian officials say they also will continue to increase marine patrols to halt cross-border fishing.
But many Kenyan fishermen say Uganda and Tanzania, which have an almostequal share in 94 percent of the lake, are doing more than merely enforcing their boundaries. The young fishermen in Osieko said the Ugandan officers who arrested them forced them to eat raw fish; they said that others were forced to stare into the sun and that prison guards made them dig holes for 10 hours a day.
One shy, 20-year-old Kenyan showed welts on his chest that he said were inflicted by a Ugandan marine officer striking him with a leather whip.
"This is not in the spirit of the East African Community," said Obiero Onganga, chairman of the alliance's Organization for the Management of Lake Victoria, which is threatening to seek an international boycott of Lake Victoria fish until the boundary disputes are resolved. "The situation has become intolerable. If it continues like this, there will be bloodshed."
_______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

08 September 2003
General Environmental news
Chad draws anti-oil production pollution plan 
N'djamena, Chad (PANA) - Chadian authorities have drawn a national plan to deal with the accidental spillage of hydrocarbons during oil exploitation, which started 15 July 2003. Prepared by the national technical committee for the follow-up and control of environmental aspects of oil projects, the plan also covers for all the dangers of hydrocarbons in general, to ensure efficient intervention wherever these might occur in the country or in potentially risky zones. According to experts who prepared the document, the plan has a degree of flexibility to allow the application of procedures under a variety of situations and circumstances likely to occur in Chad. It also constitutes a framework to enable the government to rapidly and efficiently deal with oil spills. N'djamena's decision to draw its own plan with World Bank's financial assistance complements the other plans conceived by the consortium exploiting the country's crude oil. According to experts, the national plan will be a key reference document for teams charged with the task of containing, recovering and eliminating hydrocarbons to prevent or minimize the eventual negative bio-physical, socio-economic and health impacts on the affected sites and population.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011177&dte=07/09/2003
Benin moves to preserve red-bellied monkey 
Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Benin has initiated a plan to preserve the red-bellied monkey 'Cercopithecus erythogaster,' official sources hinted here. According to a document adopted at the end of a meeting of biodiversity protectors, the plan includes the management, protection and preservation of the species. It was initiated by the Laboratory of Applied Ecology at the School of Agronomy in Abomey-Calavi University in conjunction with local NGOs, and with support from the Netherlands committee of the World Conservation Union (UICN). The plan will be implemented in the coming days with the objective of identifying the species, said to be among the world's rarest primates. Endemic to Benin, the red-bellied monkey is endangered by the destruction of its natural habitat and the near absence of data on its life and environment. The ape is found mainly in the Lama, about 35km from Cotonou.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011161&dte=06/09/2003
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 08 September 2003


UN or UNEP in the news


World Parks Cong attracts environmentalists to SA
Times of India,  SEPTEMBER 05, 2003 - PUNE: The final countdown of the much-awaited “World Parks Congress 2003: Benefits Beyond Boundaries” in Durban, South Africa has begun and officials, non-government organisations (NGOs), community representatives and activists, including the Indian minister of state for environment are making a beeline for the venue.
…The congress will present both, the latest and traditional knowledge on protected areas and biodiversity conservation, including the 2003 United Nations List of Protected Areas, jointly produced by UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre and the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas.
Former South African president and Nobel Peace Prize winner Nelson Mandela and Her Majesty Queen Noor, patrons of the Vth World Conservation Union (IUCN) World Parks Congress will open the major forum of the Congress on September 8.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=167339 

Will our grandchildren know what a fish is?
The Independent-Bangladesh, September 8, 2003 - KLAUS TOEPFER -In early September, delegates from across the globe will descend on the South African city of Durban to chart the way forward for the world's national parks and protected areas. This once in a decade event is both cause for celebration and cause for concern.
It is well over 100 years since the creation of the first, modern, protected area - Yellowstone National Park in the United States. Over 10 per cent of the earth's land surface has now been afforded protection and there are countless examples of success stories for both people and wildlife as a result.
…The same, however, cannot be said for the marine world. Indeed figures to be released at the IUCN's 5th World Parks Congress by UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre, will show that less than one per cent of the oceans and seas have been given the same kind of protection. It is not all doom and gloom. Australia, for example, has just unveiled proposals to create large swathes of so-called "no take areas" across Queensland's Great Barrier Reef. These "no take areas", in which fishing and extractive industries such as mining and dredging will be banned, will cover roughly one third of the 350,000 square kilometre marine park up from just under 5 per cent now.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/sep/08/08092003pd.htm#A3 

KARACHI: Beach cleaning drive fails to kick off 

Dawn, Pakistan (By Our Staff Reporter) - KARACHI, Sept 6: The much-needed beach cleaning operation on a massive level has failed to take a start as yet for various reasons, mainly the prevailing situation where the process of damage caused by the huge oil spill from the vessel, Tasman Spirit , is still under way, said sources privy to the operation. 
http://www.dawn.com/2003/09/07/local1.htm

UNEP, PAEC to assess damages due to oil spillage
Pak Tritune, KARACHI, September 07 (Online): The services of experts from UNEP and Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission will also be obtained to ascertain the extent of actual damages occurred due to oil spillage from the broken Tasman Spirit.
The decision was taken here Saturday at a high level meeting of Coordination Committee; Chief Secretary Sindh Dr. Mutawakil Kazi was in chair. 
The Committee has reviewed various options to accelerate the pace of beach cleaning operation as well as to ensure early medical checkup of the people residing near the beach. 
The meeting has also expressed its concern over the attitude of agent of Tasman Spirit Oil Tanker's owner and Insurance Company for not taking interest to tackle the disaster caused by oil spillage from the oil tanker. 
It also asked the department concerned to utilize all possible resources for cleaning the beach besides gearing up the steps already on ground for health, ecology, environment and marine survey. 
The presentation was also given before the Coordination Committee meeting on different options to combat the situation arisen as a result of oil spillage from ill-fated oil tanker. 
The next meeting of the Coordination Committee will be held tomorrow (Monday). 
http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.php?id=37517 

Oilspill likely to engulf tubewells in Port Qasim area: WHO
Daily Times, Pakistan, September 8, 2003 (By Shahid Husain) - KARACHI: The World Health Organization is willing to finance an ongoing prospective study over a long period of time to determine the long-term effects of the oil spill caused by MT Tasman Spirit, the Daily Times has learnt. 
“Although the spraying of dispersants has been instrumental in improving the colour of the water and deodorizing it by a great deal, it may also warrant cleaning of the riverbed in the not too distant future in order to preserve the marine life,” a rapid health impact assessment in the oil-affected areas in Karachi conducted by the WHO and the ministry of health said. The report called the oil spill caused by 24-year old, single-hulled tanker as “an environmental catastrophe of massive proportions.”
…UNEP experts to review Tasman damages 
KARACHI: Experts from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission will participate in the assessment of the extent of the damages resulting from the oil spill from the oil tanker Tasman Spirit, it was decided on Saturday. The coordination committee set up under the directives of President Pervez Musharraf made the decision at a high-level meeting chaired by Sindh chief secretary Dr Mutawakkal Kazi here. The committee reviewed various options to accelerate the pace of the beach-cleaning operation as well as to ensure early medical check-ups of affected people living in areas near the beach. The meeting expressed its concern over the attitude of the agent of the owner of the oil tanker and the insurance company for not taking interest in dealing with the disaster caused by the spill. The meeting asked the departments concerned to utilise all possible resources for cleaning the beaches and gear up steps already being taken for the health, ecology, environment and marine survey. The next meeting of the committee will be held on Monday morning. —PPI
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_7-9-2003_pg7_26 

Ozone hole in Antarctic has grown more rapidly this year: WMO
Hindustan Times, India - 6 Sep 2003 (Press Trust of India New York, September 6) - The ozone hole in the Antarctic that appears annually at the start of the southern hemisphere spring has grown more rapidly than usual this year, the United Nations World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) said.
The ozone layer provides a protective filter against ultraviolet radiation that can cause skin cancer and other health problems.

In a report, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) noted that despite good signs of recovery, the ozone layer would remain vulnerable for the next decade or so, even if countries complied with international agreements to protect it.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_365007,00040003.htm
http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/holnus/10061105.htm 

CANCUN Meeting News

World bodies call for reforms in global farm trade - Many developed countries use exports subsidies that drive down world prices
Indian Express, India, New Delhi, September 7: Ahead of the forthcoming ministerial meeting of WTO in Cancun, the IMF, OECD and World Bank have called for reforms in global farm trade, as at present many developed countries use exports subsidies that drive down world prices and takes markets away from farmers in poorer countries. 

‘‘Agriculture is of particular importance to the economic prospects of many developing countries, and reforming the current practices in global farm trade holds perhaps the most immediate scope for bettering the livelihoods of the world’s poor. Yet, developed countries impose tariffs on agriculture that are eight to 10 times higher than on industrial goods,’’ a joint declaration by heads of IMF, Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD) and World Bank said here. 
http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=31098 

Lining up for trade talks - The road to tariff reforms has many barriers, writes Washington correspondent Roy Eccleston
September 8, 2003 - IT sounds like a bizarre joke. What's the difference between a European cow and a typical African worker? Answer: about 50c a day.
According to a World Bank report last year, Europe's cows have been getting $US2.50 ($3.90) a day in government subsidies aimed at propping up dairy farmers, while 75 per cent of Africans earn an average of $US2 a day.
Removing subsidies and other types of protection such as tariffs could lift 144 million people out of poverty by 2015 and boost the income of developing countries by $US350 billion, the bank said in an updated report last week. 
Nor is it just African, Asian and South American farmers who would benefit. Australia exports about 75 per cent of its agricultural produce, and that is worth about $26 billion a year - a major component of national income. 
A study by the Centre for International Economics has estimated that if international agricultural trade barriers were halved, the economic benefit to Australia would be up to $US1.3billion a year. 
That is why Australia hopes to be a key player at the Mexican resort of Cancun this week (September 10-14) when the 146 members of the World Trade Organisation meet to try to resuscitate stalled efforts to liberalise farm trade and bridge the gap between free traders and protectionists. 
http://finance.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,4057,7200127%255E521,00.html 

More action, less talk, to push trade: WTO chief 
Strait Times (Singapore), September 8, 2003 (by JOHN ZARCOSTAS) - GENEVA - The world's top trade official has called for political decisions and an end to persistent talks to make headway on the global trade front, ahead of a crucial ministerial meeting starting on Wednesday in Cancun, Mexico.

A successful outcome in the Doha global trade talks would help reduce the threats financial instability and structural imbalances pose for the world economy, spur growth and enhance business predictability, Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi, director-general of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), told The Straits Times.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/world/story/0,4386,208699,00.html 


Asean will stand as one at WTO
Philippines Daily News, Philippines  Posted: 4:57 AM (Manila Time) | Sept. 08, 2003
THE ASSOCIATION of Southeast Asian Nations will present a united front against the increased imbalance of trade with wealthy nations during the 5th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization which starts on Wednesday in Cancun, Mexico. 
Agriculture Secretary Luis Lorenzo Jr. said he and his Asean counterparts made this commitment to promote the interests of developing countries during the 25th meeting of the Asean Ministers of Agriculture and Forestry in Kuala Lumpur late last month. 
http://www.inq7.net/brk/2003/sep/08/brkpol_2-1.htm 


Sutton upbeat on WTO talks
Nzoom.com, 8 Sept. 2003 - New Zealand - The trade negotiations Minister, Jim Sutton, says he's more optimistic now than he was few weeks ago about the prospects for some progress in world trade negotiations this week.
Sutton, along with most of New Zealand's 30-strong team of negotiators and advisors, leaves on Monday (today) for the key ministerial meeting at Cancun in Mexico, which marks the half-way stage in the Doha trade round.
The priority for New Zealand is getting rid of agricultural export subsidies and improving access to protected markets for agricultural products, as well as forestry and fish exports. Sutton concedes that making progress this week will be difficult, against the generally protectionist policies of the European Union, United States and Japan.
http://onebusiness.nzoom.com/onebusiness_detail/0,1245,219139-3-166,00.html 

WTO showdown in Mexico 
The Nation (Bangkok), Sep 8, 2003 - Whether it is the government's aspiration to make Thailand into the world's kitchen, or one of the world's top grain exporters, freeing up global trade - especially in agricultural goods - remains essential to the country's future well-being. 
This week's meeting of trade ministers from the 146 member-economies of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in Cancun, Mexico, will set the stage for a possible "agriculture round".
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=6&theme=A&usrsess=1&id=20432 


Ministers expect stormy meeting - Official promises outcome won't look like `Frankenstein' 
Bangkok Post, 8 Sept., 2003 (Naomi Koppel )  - The World Trade Organisation is striving to complete a new treaty that is supposed to boost the world economy by further reducing barriers to trade. 
Yet, going into the WTO meeting on Wednesday in Cancun, Mexico, trade ministers from 146 nations are dogged by a string of missed deadlines and a lack of progress on issues like ending protectionism for farmers and easing restrictions on foreign investors. 
And anti-globalisation groups are threatening to try to shut down the five-day conference, as they succeeded in doing in Seattle four years ago.
Still, there are hopeful signs.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/Business/08Sep2003_biz62.html 


Korea is set to defend farm market in Cancun
Joongang Ilbo, 8 Sept,. 2003 - South Korea - Korea’s delegation to the World Trade Organization’s ministerial talks in Cancun, Mexico, leaves Seoul today, led by Trade Minister Hwang Doo-yun and Agriculture Minister Hur Sang-man.
“We will do our best to retain the nation’s developing-country status in the negotiations on the opening of agricultural markets,” Mr. Hwang said in an interview with the Joong-Ang Ilbo yesterday. 
“We will focus on persuading the United States and the European Union, which oppose Korea keeping its developing-nation status,” he added.
http://joongangdaily.joins.com/200309/08/200309080116242039900090509051.html 


India to push for farm subsidy cuts in WTO talks
Economic Times, 8 Sept 2003 - India -  NEW DELHI: India will aggressively push developed countries to slash farm subsidies and seek greater market access for developing nations at this week's World Trade Organisation talks, analysts said.
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=170526The country, however, is unlikely to adopt a confrontationist posture for fear of being isolated at the meeting of trade ministers from 146 countries in the Mexican resort city of Cancun starting on September 10.
 
Vaile to fight for farm trade future
Melbourne Herald Sun, Australia, 8 Sept 2003 (By Christine Wallace) - AUSTRALIA'S farm trade future is on the line this week as world trade ministers meet in Cancun, Mexico, to wrestle over the global trading system.
Australia and the other farm trade economies of the Cairns Group will push the European Union and the US to cut barriers to agricultural trade in exchange for other trade concessions. 
But Trade Minister Mark Vaile is likely to be besieged from within and without, facing intense pressure from a hostile EU inside the World Trade Organisation meeting and beset by antiglobalisation protesters trying to foil them from outside. 
http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,7199854%255E421,00.html 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM ROLAC

WTO-CANCUN:

Brazil Imports Generic AIDS Drugs from India, China 

Mario Osava* 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sep 5 (IPS) - Brazil's decision to import generic HIV/AIDS 

drugs, manufactured in China and India, has gained greater legitimacy with 

the related agreement approved by the World Trade Organisation last week, 

but the import policy was never contingent on international consent. 

Brazil's president, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, issued a decree Friday that 

authorises importation of generic medications -- drugs identified by their 

main active ingredient, and usually much cheaper than their trademarked 

equivalents -- even without the consent of the holders of the corresponding 

patents. 

The 146 WTO member states agreed Aug. 30 that developing countries can 

import generic versions of patented medications in order to tackle serious 

and epidemic diseases, like HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

That accord was achieved despite criticisms from some nations of the 

developing world -- notably Argentina and Philippines -- that the 

negotiations were rushed as a means to allay fears of broad failure of the 

trade liberalisation talks at the WTO's Fifth Ministerial Conference, to 

take place in the Mexican resort city of Cancun, Sep. 10-14. 

But in India, Abhay Shukla, coordinator of the Mumbai-based People's Health 

Movement, said, "The change in WTO rules to respond to public health 

emergencies... will certainly help India's pharmaceutical industry, which is 

strong on generic drugs and is a major player in the export trade." 

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) specialising in humanitarian issues, 

like Oxfam International and Doctors Without Borders, say the WTO's generic 

drugs agreement still favours the big pharmaceutical transnationals based in 

industrialised countries. Its rules say that these medications can only be 

used in the countries authorised to import them, and only in the quantity 

stipulated. 

However, Alexandre Granjeiro, coordinator of the HIV/AIDS and sexually 

transmitted disease programme at the Brazilian health ministry, says the 

NGOs made a "strategic error" in making "an erroneous assessment of the 

moment." 

The low-cost drugs agreement "is a major victory" and benefits all countries 

that face health crises, especially in Africa, where millions of lives are 

lost each year to AIDS, malaria and other epidemics, Granjeiro said in an 

IPS interview. 

The control measures, which prohibit re-exportation, do not mitigate the 

positive consequences of this accord for public health, he said. 

Most nations do not manufacture their own medicines, due to lack of 

industrial capacity or the limited size of their domestic markets. 

If these countries cannot import inexpensive drugs, then the principle that 

public health prevails over intellectual property -- approved in Doha, 

Qatar, by the WTO Fourth Ministerial Conference in 2001 -- is meaningless, 

said the health official. 

Brazil's foreign minister, Celso Amorim, applauded the accord because it 

reduces the cost of medicines that are often purchased by the government to 

distribute to those in need through health programmes, free of charge. 

Brazil has been one of the countries at the forefront of generic medications 

use as a means to handle health emergencies. 

The South American giant has done so through "compulsory licensing", which 

allows a government to temporarily override a patent so that AIDS-fighting 

drugs -- antiretrovirals -- can be produced domestically. However, costs are 

incurred because the pharmaceutical company that holds the patent must be 

paid royalties. 

These medications are distributed in Brazil free through an internationally 

recognised programme that currently attends to some 130,000 people with 

HIV/AIDS, costing some 195 million dollars a year. 

The government's purchase of just three antiretrovirals, whose generic names 

are efavirenz, lopinavir and nelfinavir, absorbed 63 percent of the 

programme's budget. As such, Brasilia sought price reductions of at least 40 

percent in negotiations with the transnational drugs labs Merck, Abbott and 

Roche. 

The response from "big pharma" was a maximum reduction of 6.7 percent, which 

prompted the Brazilian government to apply the compulsory licensing measure, 

as laid out in its national laws, and begin importing the three AIDS drugs 

in their generic forms. 

This is why there was no need for new WTO rules, Granjeiro explained. India 

and China have not yet signed on to the international patents protection 

system, and they produce at very low cost the generic AIDS drugs, which they 

can freely export until 2005. 

Even so, the agreement reached last week by the WTO members lends "greater 

legitimacy" to Brazil's policy, he said. 

The imports are necessary for now, because it will be another year before 

Brazil is able to manufacture the three antiretrovirals at home. When it 

does, it will reduce the current costs of these drugs by half, estimates 

Granjeiro. 

But even in India, where the drugs are manufactured, access is limited, as 

40 percent of the population of one billion lives below the poverty line, 

notes physician and health activist Shukla. 

Like Brazil, "The Indian government will have to step in and subsidise the 

cost of drugs so that they are within the reach of the poor," he said. 

Brazil has 18 state-run laboratories with the capacity to produce surplus 

quantities of generic drugs, "but their vocation is to attend to the needs 

of the domestic population, not commercial demands," Carlos Alberto Gomes, 

head of the Association of Official Pharmaceutical Laboratories (ALFOB), 

told IPS. 

These labs, most of which are tied to universities or research centres, 

respond to requests from the Health Ministry and from state and municipal 

governments. Gomes does not rule out the possibility of future exports under 

the auspices of government accords to help other countries fight epidemics. 

Brazil's pharmaceutical industry saw rapid development in the past five 

years, kick-started by a government policy to distribute HIV/AIDS drugs and 

foment the use of generics, and promote national production, says Pedro 

Rolim Neto, technical director of the Pernambuco state laboratory, LAFEPE, 

in the country's northeast. 

In addition to technological modernisation, it has helped reinforce human 

resources in the area, Rolim, professor at the Federal University of 

Pernambuco, told IPS. 

LAFEPE produces medications to treat tuberculosis, hypertension, diabetes, 

cholera and hanseniasis (leprosy), as well as the three antiretroviral 

drugs. 

The AIDS crisis has played a key role in this process, says ALFOB chief 

Gomes. It forced the country to use creativity to overcome financial 

difficulties, and pursue initiatives that turned Brazil into a "public 

policy designer" to be emulated by other countries. 

And it made the country a leader, alongside India, in the movement 

challenging pharmaceutical patents, particularly in the case of public 

health emergencies in the developing world, he said. 

The next step for India, says Shukla, is for the government to "heavily 

subsidise drugs or even distribute antiretrovirals free of cost," using the 

National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO) to check the spread HIV. 

Shukla pointed out that so far the World Bank-funded NACO has contented 

itself with its HIV/AIDS testing programmes and has yet to address the 

question of treatment, despite India's growing AIDS epidemic. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ROWA  MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Regional Center for Environmental Information

The United Nations Environmental Programme organized a meeting with the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency of Abu-Dhabi, and the Arabian Gulf University of Bahrain in order to discuss  establishing a regional center for Environmental Information in the Arabian Gulf University- Bahrain. Furthermore, the ERWDA people discussed with UNEP, areas of cooperation regarding  wildlife protection and biodiversity in the framework of Abu-Dhabi Initiative.  

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=66903&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=9296
UAE

Move to unify vegetable, fruit testing norms

Sharjah Central Laboratory and the Food and Environment Control Centre in Abu Dhabi will soon unify the techniques for testing vegetables and fruits, which are most exposed to the danger of pesticides. 

An agreement is expected to be signed between the two establishments for exchanging food test results and updating information on the percentage of pesticides in vegetables, fruits, among various food, a source at Sharjah Municipality told Khaleej Times.

"Enhancing ties between the two establishments would help develop a better control system to monitor the healthiness of food across the country," the source said, noting that the central lab has adopted the latest technologies for testing pesticide residue in food.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september152.xml
New category added to Shell ecology awards

The Shell Better Environment Awards 2004 (BEA) has added a new category for its 2004 scheme, according to Hussain Al Mahmoudi, External Affairs Manager, Shell Dubai. 

The ninth cycle of Shell BEA scheme was launched this week with the mailing out of Shell BEA 2004 information package to more than 1,000 public and private schools throughout the UAE.

The Shell BEA information package for 2004 contains posters, guidelines and application forms, in addition to details of a new category for 2004 which has been added to the BEA programme.

"In addition to last year's new Awareness Campaign and Field Study categories, the Shell BEA 2004 scheme includes a new category of projects, which is a thematic category called Atmospheric Pollution Campaign," said Mr. Al Mahmoudi.

He explained that the new category was added in recognition of the good work of the Federal Environment Agency (FEA). It gives students the opportunity to work along with FEA on their environmental projects and to have the support of various organisations working on the same theme.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september149.xml
Oman

Waste disposal becoming a hazard in the Gulf

The huge quantities of waste generated by rising populations and changing lifestyles have become a major issue for countries of the region, experts addressing an international conference that opened here on Saturday said.  

They called for proper and environmentally safe management and disposal of rubbish, pointing out that its collection and disposal were quickly becoming a public health hazard in many cities and towns across the region.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2003/september/middleeast_september119.xml
Iraq

Energy meet to discuss Iraq's future role
The eleventh annual Middle East Petroleum and Gas conference (MPGC-2003), will discuss Iraq's role in global oil trade and examine various possibilities for the war torn country. MPGC -2003, which is organised as part of the weeklong conferences on oil and gas industry, will be held on 7-9 September. 

MPGC 2003 will be the region's first oil conference after the war to address issues relating to the relating to the re-emergence of Iraq's oil industry, prospects for the production of Iraqi oil in the short term and in the next 3 to 5 years. It will also discuss possible destination for Iraq's exports, prospects for reconstruction of the Iraqi refining industry and the possible impact on balances in both the Atlantic basin and East of Suez oil markets. 
A senior level Iraqi delegation led by Thamir Ghadhban of Iraqi oil inistry is expected to attend.

The MPGC-2003 has been organised by the Conference Connections Inc. in association with Emirates National Oil Co. (Enoc). Some 600 candidates from 50 countries are expected to attend the conference and the Middle East Petroleum and Gas Week, which will be addressed by more than 80 delegates.
http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=96977
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
In new Millennium goals report Annan urges unity in wake of Iraq war – spokesman

*
Total elimination of nuclear weapons No: 1 disarmament priority – Annan

*
Annan to continue consultations on Korean nuclear issue

*
Conference calls on holdout states to ratify UN-backed Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

*
Cheap drugs, free agricultural trade for poor countries ‘moral imperative’ – Annan

*
Liberian capital struggles to cope with cholera outbreak, water-shortages – UN

*
Top UN envoy says 15,000 troops needed for war-torn Liberia

*
UN set to hold workshop to help African officials better understand HIV/AIDS

*
DR of Congo: 2,500 UN peacekeepers now patrolling in Bunia  

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN, agencies work to counter ‘worrisome’ humanitarian situation 

*
Five die in Kosovo prison fire, 17 injured – UN official

*
UN envoy to visit Russia to assess condition of internally displaced persons

*
Caspian states committed to conserving caviar-bearing sturgeon – UN report 

*
Malaysia: UN agency seeks moratorium on deportations of asylum-seekers

*
UN agency launches school feeding programme in Sri Lanka’s war-torn north

*
UN commission for Asia-Pacific creating opportunities for disabled persons

*
Antarctic ozone hole grew more rapidly this year – UN agency 

* * * *

MDGs:Annan


5 September – In his latest report on achieving the goals set by the United Nations Millennium Summit of 2000, Secretary-General Kofi Annan calls on the nations of the world to re-forge their unity after the divisions over the Iraq war and agree among themselves on what are the main threats facing humanity, his spokesman said today.

Mr. Annan also says the international community must not flinch from radical reform of the UN itself, as well as other international bodies, if this is necessary to make them more effective, the spokesman added.

The Secretary-General will formally launch the report – titled “Report on the Implementation of the Millennium Declaration 2003” – on Monday.

The 2000 summit set a series of Millennium Development Goals, aimed at a series of ambitious targets ranging from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS to providing universal primary education, all by 2015. 

* * *

Disarmament


5 September – Of all the challenges facing the world from weapons of mass destruction, the total elimination of nuclear weapons must remain the top priority, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in the latest UN Disarmament Yearbook, released today.


“Innocent people throughout the world are still threatened by weapons of mass destruction,” Mr. Annan writes in the first chapter of the yearbook, published by the UN Department for Disarmament Affairs. “They face additional threats from major conventional weapons, as well as from the destabilizing accumulation and illicit sale of small arms and light weapons, and the continued production and use of landmines.

“Of all these challenges, however, the total elimination of nuclear weapons must remain the top priority,” he says.

Focusing on the actions and reactions of the world community to a wide range of disarmament issues, the book surveys developments within the UN, as well as bilateral, plurilateral and regional developments.

It includes steps taken by member states and the UN to address the threat of the possible use of weapons of mass destruction by terrorist groups against the backdrop of the 11 September terrorist attacks in 2001 against the United States, and efforts made to strengthen multilateral disarmament legal norms with regard to nuclear, biological and chemical weapons.

Other sections include progress made by member states and the UN in implementing the programme of action on the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons to combat the proliferation of such weapons as well as progress made in eradicating and reducing anti-personnel landmines.

Now in its 27th edition, the yearbook is designed as a handy reference tool for diplomats, researchers, educators and the interested public. 

* * *

DPR of Korea


5 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will continue to consult closely with all parties involved in the “critical” issue of the nuclear weapons programme of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), a statement issued by his spokesman said today.


“There was a sense of cautious optimism, in the context of the six-party meetings in Beijing, on the prospects for a peaceful resolution of the current impasse,” the statement said of talks Mr. Annan’s Personal Envoy, Maurice F. Strong, had last week in Seoul, capital of the Republic of Korea, about the meeting China hosted on the issue.


It noted that Mr. Strong also visited Beijing this week, where he welcomed the holding of the talks and commended China’s important role in convening “this useful forum” bringing together China, Japan, DPRK, ROK, Russia and the United States.

“In both Seoul and Beijing, Mr. Strong reaffirmed the active support of the Secretary-General for continuation of the negotiating process towards a comprehensive settlement,” the statement said. “The Secretary-General will continue to consult closely with the parties involved on this critical issue.”

Earlier this week, Mr. Annan specifically called on the DRPK to ratify the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty forthwith. The DPRK is one of 12 countries whose ratification is essential for the treaty to enter into force and which have not yet done so. The DPRK withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) at the beginning of the year and has since been reported to have said it would develop nuclear weapons and might carry out tests.
* * *

CTBT


5 September – Noting with concern that the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), negotiated under United Nations auspices, had not yet entered into force seven years after its opening for signature, the latest update conference today called on 12 hold-out countries whose ratification is key to its operability to ratify it forthwith.


The cessation of tests and other nuclear explosions, by constraining development and qualitative improvement of nuclear weapons and ending development of advanced new types of nuclear weapons, constitutes an effective measure of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, the 2003 Conference on Facilitating the Entry into Force of CTBT said in a declaration at the end of a three day meeting in Vienna.


The conference stressed the particular importance of prompt signature and ratification by those whose ratification was needed for its entry into force, but who had not yet ratified the treaty, the declaration stated.


To date, 168 states have signed the treaty and 104 have ratified it, but it will enter into force only when all 44 States deemed to have nuclear potential ratify it. Of these, 12 have still to do so - China, Colombia, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, United States and Viet Nam.


In a message to the conference on the opening day UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan singled out the DPRK by name in his appeal for the 12 hold-out states to ratify the treaty. The DPRK withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) at the beginning of the year and has since been reported to have said it would develop nuclear weapons and might carry out tests. 


Noting that international developments had occurred since the 2001 entry into force Conference which made the Treaty’s entry into force as urgent today as when it was negotiated, the Conference reaffirmed that the CTBT had an essential role to play in strengthening global peace and security, the declaration said.

The prevention of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction was one of the most important challenges facing the world, it added.

* * *

WTO


5 September – Declaring that upcoming world trade talks can make the difference between life and death for millions of people, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is urging that poor countries be given access to cheap generic drugs as “a moral imperative” and that rich countries end agricultural trade subsidies “for humanity’s sake.”


The World Trade Organization (WTO) talks in Cancun, Mexico, beginning next week, will decide whether poor countries “will or will not, at last, be given a real chance to trade their way out of poverty,” Mr. Annan said in a video message in support of the “Big Noise” campaign by the non-governmental organization (NGO) Oxfam.


“The decisions they take there can make the difference between poverty and starvation – perhaps even between life and death – for millions of people in poor countries,” he declared.


Mr. Annan emphasized two crucial issues – access to cheap generic drugs for poor countries, on which an outline agreement was recently reached, and trade in agricultural products.


“We must now ensure that developing countries are given the support they need to make use of the mechanisms that have been agreed, so that drugs reach the millions who are suffering and dying,” he said, referring to the agreement that would allow developing countries unable to produce generic versions of patented drugs to import them from countries that can. “This is a moral imperative.” 

Noting that poor countries are under pressure from rich countries to liberalize their markets, yet find that many of their products are excluded from rich countries’ markets by protective tariffs and quotas, Mr. Annan said: “That is not fair. Even less fair is the competition they face from heavily subsidized producers in those same rich countries.  These subsidies push prices down, driving the farmers in poor countries out of business.

“Far from being empowered, the fisherman in Viet Nam, the cotton-grower in Burkina Faso, and the indigenous cultivator of medicinal herbs in Brazil are being held down. Many of the poorest countries lose more through missed trading opportunities than they receive in aid or debt relief,” he added.

“For humanity’s sake, these subsidies must be phased out, as fast as possible,” he declared. “I congratulate all of you who are working to draw attention to this gross injustice.  I am glad to join my voice to your ‘Big Noise’.”

* * *

Liberia

5 September – While war-torn Monrovia remains relatively calm, the crowded streets of the Liberian capital are festering with disease, sanitation is virtually non-existent – the city of 1 million plus has had no regular garbage pickup since 1996 – and clean water stocks are perilously low, according to the United Nations today.

On top of the already critical humanitarian situation in Monrovia, where the population has swollen by 300,000 people displaced by months of fighting in the countryside, UN agencies fear a new influx – which the city cannot possibly absorb – as rumours of new rebel assaults on villages in central Liberia set scores of anxious families on the road heading north yesterday. They feel the capital, the only area secured by West African peacekeepers, is the safest place to be.  

Describing Liberia’s massive water and sanitation problems, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) said only 32 per cent of the population had access to clean drinking water and less than 30 per cent had access to latrines. Most people depended on unprotected wells for water. About 45,000 displaced people lived in Monrovia’s SKD Stadium, the city’s biggest camp. Daily rainfall made living conditions difficult and the stadium’s makeshift healthcare centre was completely overwhelmed.

With a disease surveillance system now in place, WHO also said cases of measles had been reported, and that because of the living conditions in the tightly packed camps, Monrovia’s cholera outbreak was still not under control. From 25 to 31 August, over 2,000 new cases had been reported  – of which 213 suffer from severe diarrhea – an “alarming” figure when compared with the 25 or so new cases per week reported at roughly the same time last year. 


The UN World Food Programme (WFP) meanwhile is concerned about the recent movements of displaced people outside Monrovia. It has begun distributing high-energy biscuits to thousands of displaced persons who fled from Totota for Salala on rumors of fresh rebel violence in the area. WFP fears a possible mass exodus into Monrovia may spark “total chaos.”

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) yesterday sent six trucks to Salala, which is some 90 kilometres northeast of Monrovia, with the first batch of emergency relief goods destined to help some 50,000 people who fled the areas displaced camps. These trucks were part of an inter-agency effort to reach out to these people, many of whom have been displaced several times. UNHCR remained extremely concerned about security and about the presence of heavily armed militia who were circling around the warehouse where humanitarian staff were placing the relief goods.

* * *
Liberia

5 September – Convinced that peace in Liberia is the key to stability in all of West Africa, the top United Nations envoy for the country said today he will ask the Security Council to authorize 15,000 troops to restore order and make last month’s ceasefire agreement between government and opposition forces work.     

Having just completed his assessment of what will be needed to cement Liberia’s fragile peace, Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia, held a news conference in Monrovia today and announced that he plans to head to New York next week and press for a Council mandate on UN peacekeepers for Liberia by mid-September. 

“The sooner the better for the people of Liberia,” he told reporters, adding that killings, rapes, looting and intimidation will continue, particularly in the country’s interior, unless peacekeepers are deployed in large numbers.

“I think there’s a clear understanding by the region that this, this time, has to work,” said Mr. Klein, adding that “Unless we, this time, do this thing correctly, it potentially destabilizes West Africa.” He had consulted with a whole spectrum of Liberian society, ministries, non-governmental organizations and private citizens to get their input on what needs to be done, he said.
He stressed that the UN would be looking for a “working partnership with the Liberian Interim Government, not a trusteeship.”  A trusteeship implied that people are not capable of doing it themselves. “That is not true,” he said, “We can work with a technocrat government over two years or so to rebuild the fabric of Liberian society. It is a long-term process…we need to think about how to set up political parties that represent the Liberian people, that are not personality driven.”

Mr. Klein said that if he got the mandate by the first of October – when the Interim Government is due to take over – the West African ECOMIL troops that have been policing the country for nearly a month would be “blue helmeted” and become UN peacekeepers. “ Then we can begin the process of bringing in the rest of the force structure that we need.”

“I don’t know what the Security Council will give us; I am asking for 15,000 troops…enough troops to quickly be able to do disarmament, demobilization – the demilitarization that needs to be done,” Mr. Klein said. All those troops would not be on the ground by 1 October, but the process would take about four months.  

He said his assessment also calls for some 900 international policemen, some armed, some not. The goal will be recruit, to train, equip and try to build a Liberian police force that understands its role in a democratic society – to protect the citizens.  “I would like to find international funds to pay these police, so that they do not live off the citizens and can do their job with dignity,” he added

“We are going to appeal to the international community and also to the American Government that after 1 October they maintain a presence of some sort – we need that,” he said. Mr. Klein also said that the if he got the mandate he needed, he would meet with the European Union to see what monies could be found for long-term reconstruction and job creation. 

“The key challenge as we demobilize is all these young people – many without education, traumatized and coerced into fighting – to find them meaningful employment and reintegrate them into society, “ he said.  As for the United States, the most useful thing is to take on the reconstruction of a small Liberian army, rebuilding it and making it professional and reflecting all the ethic groups and structures within the country.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

5 September – In an effort to fight the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the number one cause of death among adults in Africa, the United Nations will next week hold a workshop to provide government officials from the heavily impacted continent with tools to better understand the demographic aspects of the disease.


The six-day workshop, to be held at UN Headquarters in New York, will focus on presentations by experts and interactive discussions between trainees and experts on technical and measurement aspects of HIV/AIDS. The Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs is organizing the event to be which kicks-off Monday.


There is still much uncertainty surrounding both the estimated prevalence of the disease on different populations and the path it will follow in the future.


The workshop will also discuss ways to improve communication, especially through the mass media. The social and economic effects of the scourge will be addressed in conjunction with related policies and programmes.

Participants are expected to come from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Namibia, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland and Uganda.

* * *

DR of Congo

 
5 September – Some 2,500 United Nations peacekeeping troops are now firmly in place in Bunia, in the war-ravaged northeast province of Ituri in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), according to the UN Mission in the country.

Just a few days after taking over security responsibilities from the French-led Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF), which had been policing the troubled regions since June, the UN Organization Mission’s (MONUC’s) Ituri Brigade has also begun to deploy outside of Bunia, conducting reconnaissance missions this week.

At the town of Mongbwala, to the northwest, they found the situation stable on Wednesday. To the northeast, where they went yesterday, they confirmed that the town of Fataki was totally destroyed and abandoned. They report that some 18,000 people displaced from Fataki are huddled in the nearby town of Bule, and 5,000 more displaced are in three other adjoining villages.

The peacekeepers are planning two more reconnaissance missions this week.

MONUC plans to increase its strength in Bunia to some 4,500-5,000 peacekeeping troops by the end of October.

The Security Council authorized the deployment of the IEMF in late May to help stabilize the situation in the resource-rich Ituri province, and particularly in the flashpoint town of Bunia, where ethnic clashes between Lendu and Hema clans had killed more than 400 people. 
* * *

Côte d’Ivoire


5 September – The United Nations and its partner relief agencies today reiterated concern for the “worrisome” humanitarian situation in Côte d’Ivoire, where they are working hard to help hundreds of thousands of people overcome insecurity, shortages of food and basic medicines, and other lingering effects of conflict and drought.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) joined non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) today in decrying the troubling humanitarian conditions throughout much of Côte d’Ivoire. OCHA said that public services were still not available in the northern part of the country and in the Government-controlled west, leaving hundreds of thousands of people without basic healthcare and threatening to deprive tens of thousands of children an education for the second consecutive year.

Security also continues to be a major concern. OCHA cites Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s latest report to the UN Security Council, which identified a number of worrying trends, notably, the purchase of arms by the government and rebel forces. 

Other security concerns highlighted the activities of armed militias in Abidjan to undermine the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, the French-brokered peace accord signed last January, which calls on the government, rebels and political opposition to share power in a transitional government until elections in 2005. 

With the agricultural sector also severely affected – by conflict as well as by erratic rainfall in much of the country – the UN World Food Programme  has been operating a number of programmes across the country tailored to help the most vulnerable groups, including children, pregnant women, the mentally handicapped, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees. The agency is also using school feeding programmes to gain access to vulnerable children, to encourage regular school attendance and help demobilize child soldiers.  

* * *

Kosovo


5 September – Five Kosovo prisoners died in a fire and 16 more were hospitalized for burns and smoke inhalation after rioting inmates protesting over general conditions set their mattresses ablaze, a senior United Nations official in the province said today.


One prison officer was also hospitalized for smoke inhalation suffered in an effort to help prisoners attempting to flee the burning building in Dubrava Prison last night, the Director of the UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) Department of Justice, Paul Coffey, told a news conference.


“Someone inside threw a burning mattress at the guards,” Mr. Coffey said of the fire in the prison’s block 2, which held 174 serious offenders, some of them for homicide. “Prisoners then set other mattresses on fire, which caused the fire to burn quickly beyond their control. The subsequent flames and smoke reached the 2nd floor.”


An international judge has been appointed to conduct an investigation, he added. The police commissioner has already secured the facility for this purpose and will work directly with the investigative judge. The Kosovo Penal Management Division (PMD) will not investigate itself. But the director inspected the prison last night and again this morning and instructed PMD officials to fully cooperate with the investigation.


Dubrava prison holds about 800 inmates in all.

* * *

IDPs

5 September – The United Nations envoy on Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) is scheduled to visit Russia next week, where he will meet with government officials and visit sites hosting internal refugees refugees in Ingushetia and Chechnya.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s representative Francis Deng will hold discussions with the Government, international agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other relevant actors on ways to ensure effective responses to the needs of the displaced.

Mr. Deng’s trip, 8 to 12 September, comes at the invitation of the Russian government. The mission should allow the envoy to study the situation of IDPs in the country.

* * *

CITES


5 September – A United Nations-administered body protecting endangered species today praised efforts by the nations of the Caspian Sea region to conserve its sturgeon, source of the world’s most prized caviar, from over-fishing and poaching.


“After a decade that saw the collapse of sturgeon stocks due to over-fishing, the Governments in the Caspian Sea region are now fully committed to enforcing CITES regulations,” the Deputy Secretary-General of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), Jim Armstrong, said.

“As a result of their joint efforts to monitor and manage fish stocks and combat poaching, they are truly starting to turn the situation around,” he added.

CITES, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), halted the caviar trade by Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Russia in June 2001 under the so-called Paris Agreement, giving them until the end of that year to conduct a scientific survey of stocks and to start developing a common management plan.

The fifth Caspian state, Iran, was not subject to the caviar ban, but, commendably, it too joined the regional effort, CITES said in a press release today announcing approved quotas for Caspian Sea sturgeon catch and caviar exports in 2003. The export quota for caviar total 146,760 kilos, compared with 142,237 kilos for last year.

The approved quotas are based on information submitted by the Caspian States and on CITES missions to the region to verify survey results. In developing the new quotas, the Caspian States paid particular attention to Beluga, which produces the most valuable caviar.

Beluga stocks appear to be recovering, greater numbers of fish are spawning and a higher proportion of the fish being caught are going into hatchery production rather than into commercial caviar production, CITES noted, adding that it was pleased with the slightly lower total catch and caviar export quotas assigned for this species in 2003.

This should give Beluga stocks more time to build up – Beluga take 11 to 17 years to mature. By sacrificing some immediate income, the region’s governments have demonstrated their commitment to making the Beluga fishery sustainable over the long term, CITES said.

* * *

Malaysia

5 September – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has called for a moratorium on the deportation of Indonesian asylum seekers in Malaysia amid persistent reports that authorities there are planning to deport some 250 people who fled conflict in the province of Aceh.

High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers noted that the reports were at odds with recent assurances from Malaysian officials that persons fleeing the conflict in Aceh would not be sent back to a situation that could endanger their lives and well-being. 

Speaking from Geneva yesterday, he said he hoped that following his recent telephone discussions with senior Malaysian Foreign Ministry officials a moratorium on the deportations would be instituted. 

A high-level delegation from UNHCR is due to arrive in Kuala Lumpur, the Malaysian capital, next week to discuss ways in which asylum issues can be addressed to meet protection needs. 

Over the past two weeks, several hundred asylum seekers were rounded up and arrested outside UNHCR’s Kuala Lumpur office and remain in detention, effectively barring them from exercising their right to seek international protection. 

* * *

Sri Lanka


5 September – In an effort to help Sri Lanka recover from two decades of war, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has launched a school feeding programme for 33,000 children in former battle zones, and plans to expand it to170,000 children next year, the agency announced today.


“The war robbed children of education,” WFP Country Director Jeff Taft-Dick said. “But a school feeding programme can help restore the lost years. And in this difficult post-war period in Sri Lanka, the programme gives people a ray of hope for a better future.”


The programme, which targets children most affected by the displacement, poverty and food deficits of the 20-year war between the government and Tamil separatists on the Indian Ocean Island, provides a nutritious mid-morning meal of rice and lentil porridge or corn-soya cakes, supplemented with vegetables.

The food, distributed with the start of the new school term, both motivates their daily attendance and enhances their ability to learn, WFP said in a news release.

A WFP survey conducted this year shows that between 20 percent and 25 percent of school-age children in the north and east, scene of most of the fighting and much of it under the control of the Tigers of Tamil Eelam separatists, suffer from acute malnutrition.

“Our efforts are designed to bring the conflict areas back to a habitable state, and to help those who were most affected by the war like these children in the former conflict zones,” Mr. Taft-Dick said.

“Education is one of the greatest investments that can be made in a country’s future, because the greatest resource a country has is its own children. A child with education today is the self-supporting and participatory citizen of tomorrow,” he added.

* * *

UNESCAP
5 September – A United Nations regional commission and several countries in Asia and the Pacific are forging ahead with the all-out fight for a barrier-free and inclusive society for persons with disabilities by providing vocational training, employment opportunities and strengthening self-help organizations in the region. 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said today governments in Asia and the Pacific have set ambitious goals for themselves in the Biwako Millennium Framework for Action. 

 “This Framework suggests strategies and targets for equalizing opportunities for persons with disabilities, and the UNESCAP secretariat is actively striving to assist Governments and civil society to achieve this goal,” Mr. Hak-Su said at the inaugural session of the Commission’s Committee on Emerging Social Issues in Bangkok. 
Thailand and the Japan International Cooperation Agency are cooperating to set up the Asia-Pacific Development Centre on Disability, to open officially in 2004. The Center, in close cooperation with UNESCAP, is already carrying out a full programme of training courses. 

Delegates at the inaugural session also heard startling figures on the number of disabled people living in severe poverty. “It is estimated that 400 million persons with disabilities live in the Asian and Pacific region. Among them, about 160 million are still suffering from severe poverty,” Senator Eita Yashiro, a prominent Japanese advocate for people with disabilities, told the gathering.

“Many persons with disabilities in this region are still desperately searching for help and wisdom, to be able to live with human dignity,” he stated.

* * *

WMO

5 September – The ozone hole in the Antarctic that appears annually at the start of the southern hemisphere spring has grown more rapidly than usual this year, the United Nations World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said today.

The ozone layer provides a protective filter against ultraviolet radiation that can cause skin cancer and other health problems.

WMO spokesperson Carine Richard-Van Maele, noting that the latest information on the state of the ozone layer appeared in the agency’s new bulletin, reminded a news briefing in Geneva that 16 September was World Day for the Protection of the Ozone Layer.

In a report released to coincide with the Day last year, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) noted that despite good signs of recovery, the ozone layer would remain vulnerable for the next decade or so, even if countries complied with international agreements to protect it.

The report suggested that the concentration of ozone depleting substances in the upper atmosphere was now at or near its peak. As a consequence, scientists believe human-influenced disturbances on Earth’s protective shield will now be “at or near their largest.”

At the same time, it showed that the world had been making steady progress towards the recovery of the ozone layer, with the latest scientific results showing the total amount of ozone depleting chemicals in the lower atmosphere continuing to decline, if slowly.  

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           **Secretary-General on Millennium Report

           Good afternoon.  On Monday at 11:00 here in this room, the Secretary-General will be launching his Report on

     the Implementation of the Millennium Declaration 2003 at a press conference.  In the report, he calls on the nations of

     the world to re-forge their unity after the divisions of the Iraq war, agree among themselves on what are the main

     threats facing humanity, and not flinch from radical reform of the UN itself, as well as other international bodies, if this

     is necessary to make them more effective.  Advance, unedited copies of the report and accompanying press release

     under strict embargo will be e-mailed to all of you on the Lid List shortly.  The final text will be available Monday

     morning in all official languages.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has scheduled consultations at 3:30 p.m. on Iraq and other matters.  Expected is a

     briefing by Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, who will provide an update since the last

     briefing by the Secretary-General after the August 19 bombing of UN headquarters in Baghdad.

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, held a press conference a short

     while ago in Monrovia.  We’ll let you know as soon as we get the transcript.  Klein updated reporters about his work

     over the past month to determine the size and composition of a UN mission.  He said the assessment was now

     complete and he was planning to go to New York next week to bring the request for a mandate to the Security

     Council.  According to the Council programme, the report is due on Friday, 12 September, and Liberia is on the

     Council agenda for the following Tuesday, 16 September.

           In Monrovia, Klein said he would be asking for 15,000 troops.  He said he wants to bring in enough troops

     quickly to be able to do the work of disarmament and demobilization.  He also mentioned that the assessment calls

     for some 900 international police officers.  Klein also said his absolute top priorities are security and health.

           Meanwhile, the World Health Organization (WHO) reports today that water and sanitation problems were

     massive in Liberia, with only 32 per cent of Liberia’s population having access to clean drinking water.  In addition,

     Monrovia has had no regular garbage collection since 1996. 

           The World Food Programme (WFP) said there was also a great concern about a possible massive exodus into

     Monrovia, the only area secured by ECOMIL forces for now.  But the capital, which already sheltered 1,000,000

     inhabitants and at least 300,000 displaced persons living in very difficult conditions, couldn’t possibly absorb more

     people, according to WFP.  The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, said it remained extremely concerned about security for

     the displaced and about the presence of heavily armed militia who were circling around the warehouse building where

     humanitarian staff were placing the relief goods.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           Some 2,500 UN peacekeeping troops are now firmly in place in Bunia, in the north-east province of Ituri in the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo.  They’ve begun to project their presence outside of Bunia, conducting

     reconnaissance missions this week.  At the town of Mongbwala, to the north-west, they found the situation stable on

     Wednesday.  To the north-east, where they went yesterday, they confirmed that the town of Fataki was totally

     destroyed and abandoned.  They report that some 18,000 people displaced from Fataki are huddled in the nearby town

     of Bule, and some 5,000 more displaced are in three other adjoining villages.  The peacekeepers are planning two

     more reconnaissance missions this week.  The mission plans to increase its strength in Bunia to some 4,500 to 5,000

     peacekeeping troops by the end of October.

           **Personal Envoy in Korean Peninsula and China

           The Personal Envoy of the Secretary-General, Maurice F. Strong, had a round of high-level discussions last

     week in Seoul on issues related to the Korean Peninsula.  There was a sense of cautious optimism, in the context of

     the six-party meetings in Beijing, on the prospects for a peaceful resolution of the current impasse.  Mr. Strong also

     visited Beijing this week, where he welcomed the holding of the six-party talks and commended China’s important role

     in convening this useful forum.  In both Seoul and Beijing, Mr. Strong reaffirmed the active support of the

     Secretary-General for continuation of the negotiating process towards a comprehensive settlement.  The

     Secretary-General will continue to consult closely with the parties involved in this critical issue.

           **WTO at Cancun

           In a message delivered in support of OXFAM’s big noise campaign, the Secretary-General says that decisions

     taken at the upcoming World Trade Organization meeting in Cancun, Mexico, can make the difference between

     poverty and starvation, perhaps even between life and death, for millions living in poor countries.  The first of the two

     most important issues under discussion is that of intellectual property as it affects the right of developing countries to

     import cheap generic drugs.  In his message, the Secretary-General said it is a “moral imperative” that needed drugs

     reach the millions that are suffering and dying.

           The other important issue is that of agricultural subsidies.  He called on developed countries to phase out

     these subsidies to give a chance to poor farmers to trade their way of poverty.  He added the current situation where

     poor countries are under pressure from rich countries to liberalize their markets, yet find their own products excluded

     from rich countries by protective tariffs, not fair.  The full text of the message is available on the racks.

           **Kosovo

           Last night, at the Dubrava prison in Kosovo, five male prisoners died as a result of fire and smoke caused

     when inmates set fire to their mattresses during a demonstration.  Sixteen additional prisoners have been hospitalized

     for burns and smoke inhalation.  At least one is in critical condition.  One prison officer has been hospitalized for

     smoke inhalation suffered in an effort to help those attempting to flee the burning building.  The UN mission in Kosovo

     (UNMIK) says that an international judge has been appointed to conduct an investigation and that a special panel of

     inquiry will also be formed consisting of international and local officials to determine why this tragic incident occurred

     and how to prevent a recurrence.  For more information on the incident, you can pick up a press release in my office.

           **Internally Displaced in Russian Federation

           The Secretary-General’s Representative on Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), Francis Deng, will visit the

     Russian Federation at the invitation of the Government from 8 to 12 September.  And Deng will hold meetings in

     Moscow as well as in the northern Caucasus, where he’s also scheduled to visit sites for IDPs in Ingushetia and

     Chechnya.  More on his mission is available upstairs.

           **Refugees in Malaysia

           The Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said UNHCR was extremely concerned after

     learning that Malaysian authorities this morning deported seven asylum seekers who originated from the Indonesian

     province of Aceh, despite a request for the High Commissioner this week for a moratorium.

           **Sri Lanka WFP School Programme

           The World Food Programme (WFP) today launched a school feeding programme for 33,000 children in former

     Sri Lankan war zones, and plans to expand it to 170,000 children next year.  The programme, which targets children

     most affected by displacement, poverty and food deficits of the 20-year conflict, provides a nutritious mid-morning meal

     and at the same time it will enhance the daily attendance of the children and their ability to learn.  We have a press

     release with more details on that.

           **DPI/NGO Conference

           The annual DPI/NGO Conference will begin on Monday, with this year’s theme, “Human Security and Dignity: 

     Fulfilling the Promise of the United Nations”.  Monday’s session will be addressed by Fernando Henrique Cardoso, the

     Chair of the High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations-Civil Society Relations, and Mary Racelis, a

     Member of the Panel, who will discuss the work of the Panel that was formed by the Secretary-General earlier this

     year.  Mr. Cardoso and Ms. Racelis will be here to brief you at a press conference scheduled for 12:30 on that day.

           **Web Site for Media Accreditation

           On Monday as well, the Department of Public Information will launch a new web site containing information on

     media accreditation and liaison services offered by the Media Accreditation and Liaison Unit (MALU).  The Web site

     address is:  www.un.org/media/accreditation.  The new Web site is designed to facilitate renewal of grounds passes

     for resident correspondents and speed the process for journalists seeking United Nations media accreditation. 

     Included is information on accreditation requirements for traditional and online media; the accreditation form; liaison

     services; media services and resources; frequently asked questions; useful links; and contact information.

           **ECOSOC AIDS Workshop

           Other press releases today, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) will hold a 6-day

     workshop on HIV/AIDS and Adult Mortality in Developing Countries for African government officials, here at

     Headquarters from Monday, 8 to 13 September.  We also have an update on Côte d’Ivoire.  That’s from the Office for

     the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

           **Budget

           And on budget today, Zimbabwe today became the 101st Member State to pay its dues ($108,010) in full for

     this year.

           **Caspian Caviar Recovery

           Finally, good news for those of you who can afford caviar.  The Secretariat of the Convention on International

     Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, better known as CITES, has approved increased quotas for

     Caspian Sea sturgeon catch and caviar exports in 2003.  This convention is part of the UN Environment Programme. 

     CITES Deputy Secretary-General Jim Armstrong said that, after a decade that saw the collapse of sturgeon stocks

     due to over-fishing, the governments in the Caspian Sea region are now fully committed to enforcing international

     regulations.  As a result of their joint efforts to monitor and manage fish stocks and combat poaching, they’re truly

     starting to turn the situation around, he said.

           In developing the new quotas, the Caspian States paid particular attention to Beluga, which produces the most

     valuable caviar.  Beluga stocks appear to be recovering.  Greater numbers of fish are spawning and a higher proportion

     of the fish being caught are going into hatchery production rather than into commercial caviar production.

           For more information, it’s upstairs.  Unfortunately, samples are not available.  (Laughter.)  Okay, and we have

     the Week Ahead for you as you plan your coverage of the UN next week.  And I’ll take any questions if you have any

     before we take a weekend break.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What was the new Web site again, please?

           Spokesman:  Can I give it to you afterwards?  It’s kind of long and I’ll stumble over it.

           Question:  The Colombian rebels say they have given the OK for the UN to start a new round of talks.  Know

     anything about that, about who and how it’ll happen from the UN side.

           Spokesman:  I don’t know, but I’ll look into that for you.  I think the Secretary-General’s Special

     Representative may be in town, or coming to town soon, so you may like to speak to him, too, if he’s going to be in

     the building.  So, let me look into those two things for you after the briefing.  Okay.  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Parks" ��The Economic Times - World Parks Cong. attracts environmentalists to SA�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Talks" ��Africa News - Park Talks Draw the Heavy Hitters� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��The Washington Times - World weather prompts new look at Kyoto;  Global warming blamed by some for heat deaths�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Harvest" ��The Guardian (London)  - Europes harvest crisis: Fear of severe effect on economies after heatwave devastates grain  crops�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Beach" ��Dawn (Internet Edition) - KARACHI: Beach cleaning drive fails to kick off� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Spill" ��(The News International)  Karachi News - UNEP, PAEC experts to assess oil spill damages�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Laws" ��Times of Oman - UNEP official stresses need for enforcement of environment laws�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trafficking" ��Common Dreams - Animal Trafficking - A Cruel Billion-Dollar Business�


The East African - Mom, Whats a Fish - Time to Fence Off the Sea - Klaus Toepfer  (Article available in Media Unit)
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