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Other Environmental News
· Reuters - FACTBOX - What is the Kyoto Protocol?
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· ROLAC
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· UN Daily News of  8 February  2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 8 February  2005

ENS

UN Environment Chief Awarded Prestigious German Prize 
STUTTGART, Germany, February 8, 2005 (ENS) - United Nations Environment Programme Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of Germany has been awarded the 2005 Theodor Heuss Prize, the UN and the Theodor Heuss Foundation have announced. The award is normally presented to a major political figure in Germany. 

In making its award, the foundation described Toepfer, a former German environment minister, as a "passionate and internationally respected advocate of sustainable development and international cooperation." 

Born in 1938 in Waldenburg, Silesia, Toepfer became UNEP executive director and director-general of the United Nations Office at Nairobi in February 1998. 
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Klaus Toepfer at the 11th session of the Commission on Sustainable Development April 2003 at UN Headquarters in New York (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)) 

Before joining the United Nations, he held several posts in the federal government of Germany. He was federal minister of regional planning, building and urban development as well as coordinator of the transfer of Parliament and Federal Government to Berlin from 1994 to 1998. He held office as federal minister of environment, nature conservation and nuclear safety from 1987-1994. 

As German environment minister Toepfer introduced measures such as the law on the life-cycle economy and the Green Dot packaging recycling system. He initiated laws to ban the use of environmentally harmful substances such as SO2 and ozone depleting substances. 

Toepfer contributed to the success of the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and was a active in the negotiations for the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the establishment of the funding body, the Global Environment Facility. 

Since he was appointed UNEP executive director, Toepfer has restructured the organization under five priority areas - environmental assessment and early warning, development of policy instruments, enhanced coordination with environmental conventions, technology transfer and industry, and support to Africa. 

As a firm believer in social market economy, his vision is to make environment work to improve the lives of present and future generations. 
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Toepfer addresses a press conference at the 16th Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, November 2004 in Montreal, Canada. (Photo courtesy ENB) 

In 2002 Toepfer was awarded the Bruno H. Schubert Environment Prize and the German Environment Prize which is held to be the most prestigious such prize in Europe. He holds a doctorate in Philosophy and a degree in Economics. 

The Theodor Heuss Foundation commended Toepfer for his "continuous endeavors towards global solutions in support of environmental and sustainable development that reach far and beyond the national scope and short term economic interests of nations." 

The foundation said he is being recognized for "setting an example and inspiring courage." 

The two other recipients of the 2005 Theodor Heuss Foundation prize are the human rights organization Human Rights Watch and Professor Dr. Meinhard Miegel, an analyst of social and economic data and an advocate of civil society. 

"The timing of this prize could not be better," said Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch. "Germany has an enormously important role to play in promoting human rights around the world. We will continue to push for Germany to realize that potential." 

This spring, Human Rights Watch plans to open its first office in Germany, an advocacy office in Berlin. 
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Toepfer shares a smile with Her Majesty Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands at the Sixth Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, November 2000, at The Hague. (Photo courtesy ENB) 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Theodor Heuss prize. The awards ceremony for the prize will take place on April 29 in Stuttgart where the foundation is based. Horst Koehler, the current president of Germany, and Richard von Weizsaecker, a former president, will speak at the event. Many former recipients of the Theodor Heuss Prize are expected to attend. 

The Theodor Heuss Foundation was founded in 1964 after the death of Theodor Heuss, the first president of Germany. It was founded by Hildegard Hamm-Brücher, his son Ernst Ludwig Heuss, and a circle of friends of the first president, in order to honor examples of democratic commitment, the courage to stand up for one's beliefs, and the commitment to the strengthening and development of democracy in his memory. The prize is meant, the foundation says, "to point out something that has to be done and fashioned in our democracy, without it being completed yet." 

_____________________________________________________________________________
This Day (Lagos)

UNEP Boss Laments Loss of Biodiversity

February 7, 2005 
Posted to the web February 8, 2005 

Dan Ede
Lagos 

"Time after time, we have been told by scientists that we face an extinction crisis not seen since the dinosaurs. And we are losing the productivity of forests, agricultural systems and of the seas through degradation and breakdown of biological systems".

This observation was made by Mr. Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director, at the opening of the Paris International Scientific Conference on Biodiversity, Science and Governance, held recently in Paris, the French capital.
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Toepfer said that for the last quarter of a century, it had become increasingly clear that this loss of diversity and productivity would have a major impact on the development of humankind. "Our children and their children will ask why we have allowed this to happen", he said.

"The Millennium Development Goals call for halving of poverty, eradication of hunger, control of diseases, provision of clean water and many other basic human needs. The recent report of the Millennium Project has shown that we have a long way to go in achieving these goals.

"What is becoming increasingly clear is that these goals will not be achieved without the basic biological and ecosystem functions that create soils, manage watersheds and provide the diversity of species of medicinal and nutritional value to us. We should not under-estimate the impact that the loss of biodiversity will have on humanity", Toepfer warned.

He also said there was growing evidence from the recent tsunami disaster that coastal ecosystems such as coral reefs and mangrove forests could help to reduce the impact of such terrible events. "When we strip away these natural forms of protection, we place ourselves and our people in harm's way", he noted.

Toepfer remarked that since the signing of the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1992, and its near-universal ratification, the international community had agreed progrommes of action. "The convention has had its successes, particularly in tackling complex issues in international relations and regulations, such as the management of biotechnology, and the agreement of guidelines for access and benefit-sharing.

"But the fundamental problem of biodiversity loss has not been resolved. At the same time as we have agreed on how to control cross-boundary movement of biodiversity and how to share the wealth that can arise from biological resources, the basic resources itself has continued to decline", he observed.

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development, nations committed to 2010 as the target date for a significant reduction in the rate of loss of biological diversity. "This political target must be translated into practical and achievable objectives backed up by strong science and effective governance mechanisms.

"If we fail to demonstrate measurable success by 2010, political commitment will be undermined; public interest will be lost; investment in biodiversity research and management will be reduced; environmental institutions will be weakened. This is why we should not under-estimate the importance of this conference in charting the way forward", Toepfer warned.

He said that since the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was created in 1972, it had focused on preparation of international instruments to bring all nations together in addressing shared environmental problems in the seas, on land and in the atmosphere. But, with some notable exceptions such as the Montreal Protocol, these instruments all share the same problem of weak implementation.

"UNEP's Governing Council has debated this problem in recent years and concluded that environmental progress is hampered by the weak science base and fragmented institutional structures for international environmental governance", he disclosed.

Toepfer also hailed a report from the Millennium Project as a milestone in underlining the vital link between environment and defeating poverty.

The project, commissioned by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, has developed a global plan on how the world can, by 2015, meet the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

The MDGs targets range from halving extreme hunger and achieving universal primary education to reducing maternal mortality by three quarters and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other major diseases.

Findings from the Project's environment report, one of ten being issued, were outlined recently by Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP's Deputy Executive Director, at a press conference in Kenya.

"It is appropriate to discuss these findings here in Kenya. Kenya not only hosts the world headquarters of UNEP, but is one of a handful of pilot countries where action to deliver the Millennium Development is being tested. The new report concludes that environmental sustainability is a critical foundation for ending poverty," he said.

Indeed the task force charged with addressing Millennium Development Goal 7, which specifically relates to the environment, argues that without a healthy and secure environment many of the other goals will be tough to achieve.

"A considerable body of scientific data points to environmental degradation-the erosion of genetic diversity, the loss of species, the degradation of ecosystems, and the decline of ecosystem services-as a direct cause of many of the most pressing issues we face today, including poverty, declining human health, hunger, undrinkable water, emerging diseases, rural-urban migration and civil strife," says the report, entitled 'Environment and Human Well-Being: A Practical Strategy'.

Mr. Toepfer said: "The environment has for too long been the poor relation to economic growth. Conserving the environment, be it rivers and lakes, forests, the atmosphere or the oceans, has all too often been seen as a luxury which is only addressed when all other issues have been resolved. But this very welcome report makes it clear that real, long lasting and secure development can only be achieved if the environment is put at the centre of decision-making".

He said the earth's life support systems, worth trillions of dollars a year, were being denuded, degraded and damaged often without a thought to the value and services they provide for current and future generations.

"A wetland area may be on the one hand a wonderful watering hole for hippos and elephants and resting and feeding area for birds. But it is also a vital water storage and flood control system as well as a natural, low cost, purifier of polluting agricultural and human wastes," he explained.

"The same goes for forests. These are not only beautiful places in which to walk and reflect. They supply wood for shelter and fuel, natural medicines and food for local people, soak up carbon from the air and harbour a wealth of genetic materials that may prove crucial to current and future science. The same arguments can be made for coral reefs and mangroves, for flower meadows and mountains, for peatlands and tundras," said Mr. Toepfer.

He continued: "Our motto for three years has been environment for development. The report points out that, although many of these nature-based services are free, they are worth trillions of dollars a year. Therefore investments in conservation and anti-pollution measures are not frivolous luxuries, they are critical for the survival of our species, the planet upon which we depend and the health and prosperity of its six billion inhabitants".

He said the report's findings would enrich discussions and decisions taken by environment ministers at UNEP's upcoming Governing Council taking place in Nairobi between February 21 and 25, 2005.

These will in turn be part of UNEP's submissions to a high-level summit of the UN General Assembly on the goals taking place in New York in September this year.

The Millennium Project's environment report makes a series of key recommendations on how to reverse the loss of forests and plant and animal species and restore healthy land, air and water in order to meet the goals and the World Summit on Sustainable Development's (WSSD) Plan of Implementation drawn up three years ago in Johannesburg, South Africa.

These include: training and strengthening of the staff, government departments and agencies charged with environmental affairs; tackling subsidies and market distortions that promote environmentally damaging activities such as over-fishing;

	


investments in cost effective and environmentally sound energy and transport technologies

Others are ensuring better access for developing countries to scientific and technical knowledge and mechanisms to promaote environmentally beneficial innovation; boosting the efficient use of water in agriculture, the most water thirsty industry in the world, and setting and enforcing pollution reduction targets for groundwaters and rivers; as well as establishing a network of marine protected areas, as outlined in the WSSD Plan of Implementation, as one way of improving the prospects for fish stocks.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

Annan Calls for Across-the-Board Cooperation to Save Central Africa's Forests

UN News Service (New York)

February 8, 2005

Governments, private companies, local communities and indigenous peoples must all come together to save forests, which play a vital role in fighting poverty and promoting medicine and food security, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has told the leaders of Central Africa.

"Dense tropical rainforests, such as those found in Central Africa, provide an especially wide range of economic, social and environmental functions and services," he said in a weekend message to the second Central African summit on forest conservation and sustainable management in Brazzaville, Congo.

"Only a balanced approach, such as that of sustainable forest management, will allow us to enjoy these and other benefits over the long term," he added in the message, delivered by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.

"Partnerships among the major stakeholders - including private companies and local communities, especially indigenous peoples - can contribute significantly."

He stressed the central role of forests in efforts to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development, the livelihood they provide for millions of people and their importance as watersheds and in absorbing carbon and helping to fight climate change.

Their capacity to retain water offers safeguards against flooding and erosion, and the genetic resources found in them are the basis for many advances in medicine and food security, he added.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

Annan calls for across-the-board cooperation to save Central Africa’s forests
	

	Kofi Annan


8 February 2005 – Governments, private companies, local communities and indigenous peoples must all come together to save forests, which play a vital role in fighting poverty and promoting medicine and food security, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has told the leaders of Central Africa.

“Dense tropical rainforests, such as those found in Central Africa, provide an especially wide range of economic, social and environmental functions and services,” he said in a weekend message to the second Central African summit on forest conservation and sustainable management in Brazzaville, Congo.

“Only a balanced approach, such as that of sustainable forest management, will allow us to enjoy these and other benefits over the long term,” he added in the message, delivered by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.

“Partnerships among the major stakeholders – including private companies and local communities, especially indigenous peoples – can contribute significantly.”

He stressed the central role of forests in efforts to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development, the livelihood they provide for millions of people and their importance as watersheds and in absorbing carbon and helping to fight climate change.

Their capacity to retain water offers safeguards against flooding and erosion, and the genetic resources found in them are the basis for many advances in medicine and food security, he added.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop

UN - Cooperation To Save Central Africa’s Forests

Wednesday, 9 February 2005, 10:23 am

Annan Calls For Across-The-Board Cooperation To Save Central Africa’s Forests

    Governments, private companies, local communities and indigenous peoples must all come together to save forests, which play a vital role in fighting poverty and promoting medicine and food security, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has told the leaders of Central Africa.

    “Dense tropical rainforests, such as those found in Central Africa, provide an especially wide range of economic, social and environmental functions and services,” he <"http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2005/sgsm9707.doc.htm">said in a weekend message to the second Central African summit on forest conservation and sustainable management in Brazzaville, Congo.

    “Only a balanced approach, such as that of sustainable forest management, will allow us to enjoy these and other benefits over the long term,” he added in the message, delivered by UN Environment Programme (<"http://www.unep.org/">UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.

    “Partnerships among the major stakeholders – including private companies and local communities, especially indigenous peoples – can contribute significantly.”

    He stressed the central role of forests in efforts to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development, the livelihood they provide for millions of people and their importance as watersheds and in absorbing carbon and helping to fight climate change..

    Their capacity to retain water offers safeguards against flooding and erosion, and the genetic resources found in them are the basis for many advances in medicine and food security, he added.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

A2gay.uk

URGENT ACTION NEEDED TO SAVE AGE-OLD AFRICAN ROCK ART,
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"We at the United Nations will continue to do our part." said kofi Annan



	


With African rock art providing one of the oldest and most extensive records on Earth of human thought, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on the continent's leaders to play a more active role in saving a priceless cultural heritage of all humankind that is under severe threat, above all from neglect and thieves.

"It shows the very emergence of the human imagination. It is a priceless treasure. And it is irreplaceable," he in a video message to the Trust for African Rock Art (http://www.africanrockart.org/), a non-profit, non-governmental organization (NGO) dedicated to the conservation of Africa's rock art heritage.

"Yet, today, Africa's rock art is severely threatened. Its future is uncertain. Perhaps the greatest threat is neglect. A lack of resources, combined with a lack of official interest, has left too many rock art sites unguarded against vandals and thieves," he added.

"We must save this cultural heritage before it is too late," he declared, calling on Africa's leaders to take a new and more active role and on private businesses, foundations and individuals to contribute their expertise and resources.
___________________________________________________________
IPS
ENVIRONMENT-CUBA:Fish Return to Havana Bay

Patricia Grogg*

HAVANA, Feb 8 (IPS) - ''I want a clean and healthy bay, with many pelicans feeding in its waters,'' says María Luisa Pérez, voicing a dream that many residents in the Cuban capital have for Havana Bay, which at the end of the 20th century was still one of the most polluted in the world.

It may no longer be a fantasy, judging by the return of the enormous deep-billed birds searching for their daily sustenance in the bay's waters.

''If the pelicans are coming around, that's because there are fish,'' says another Havana resident, Manuel, as he prepares his fishing gear to try his luck in spot along the coast where he can see boats approach the port.

Manuel says he fishes only occasionally, but not far from him is Yosvani, who has arranged his fishing tackle, and says he comes here daily and usually catches horse mackerel (Trachurus trachurus¡) and 'sábalos' (familia Megalopidae), among other types.

''They are fish that come and go, but I don't think they live in the bay, because there is still a lot of petroleum and also the filth that comes from the rivers,'' Yosvani adds.

In the mid-1980s the lack of oxygen, due to the burden of organic material received by the ecosystem, made survival of marine fauna in the bay impossible. ''Just about any kind of contaminant was coming in, it was a chaotic situation,'' admits Antonio Villasol, director of the Centre for Engineering and Environmental Management of Bays and Coastal Zones (CIMAB).

Villasol and Jesús Beltrán González, head of CIMAB's pollution department and Havana Bay water quality project, agree that the outlook is different today, as proved by the 2004 water and sediment tests.

''Today we still say it is a contaminated bay, but with levels very similar to those of other parts of the Caribbean and with problems that are less serious than many others of the Wider Caribbean, and even outside the region,'' says Villasol.

The Wider Caribbean encompasses all of the Caribbean islands and the continental shores of this sea, extending from Mexico to French Guyana, and even includes El Salvador, which has no Caribbean coastline.

The latest report by the Global International Waters Assessment (GIWA), a body of the United Nations Environment Programme, Havana Bay is a ''well-documented case'' of how contamination from land-based sources can affect a marine ecosystem, with impacts for the entire region (see infograph).

According to GIWA, rapid economic growth in the 1970s and 1980s in Cuba triggered unregulated development of the bay, which covers 5.2 square kilometres and holds 47 million cubic metres of water.

The report describes related Cuban legislation as ''outdated'' and bay management as ''fragmented'', and notes that implementation of new pollution-controlling technology over the past three decades was halted due to imports of highly contaminating Russian machinery and to the economic restrictions created by the U.S. embargo against the socialist island-nation.

However, more recent measurements indicate improvements in the water quality of the bay, which daily receives more than 300,000 cubic metres of wastewater via rivers, rain ditches, industrial dumping and some sewage runoff from Havana.

Another report, not yet official, which Villasol and Beltrán provided to Tierramérica, indicates that the average variation of oxygen dissolved in surface waters rose from 4.02 milligrams per litre in 1991-1995 to 6.34 milligrams in 2004, while at the bay's floor it increased from 2.94 to 4.35 milligrams per litre for those periods.

''It is estimated that above 2.0 milligrams per litre is enough to sustain life in any aquatic ecosystem, and the minimum value recommended by international standards to say that there is good water quality is 5.0,'' explained Beltrán.

Oxygen levels in the bay's depths will take longest to recover, he added.

While oxygen improved, the burden of hydrocarbons in the water decreased, thanks to a series of technological improvements made to the old Nico López oil refinery and to the capital's gas plant. Studies show that the refinery dumped less hydrocarbon waste than the rest of the city through runoff from gas stations, parking lots and mechanic workshops.

In the mid-1980s, around 30 tons of petroleum were dumped in the bay on a daily basis. CIMAB figures indicate that the average for hydrocarbons in surface waters fell from 3.35 milligrams per litre in 1981-1985 to 0.21 in 2004.

Conservation of the bay is entrusted to a state work group, GTE, established in 1998. It charges taxes for port services in order to reinvest in the Havana Bay ecosystem and to monitor compliance with regulations applied to industry in regards to eliminated contaminants.

The creation of GTE was recommended in a regional project, with financing from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF), which evaluated the conditions of the marine ecosystem and the investment needs for cleaning it up.

The project recommended creating a port authority for the bay, and ''that process is under way,'' according to Villasol.

Also emerging from the GEF project was financing for building a wastewater treatment plant on the middle Luyanó River, one of the main carriers of contaminants into Havana Bay.

A similar plant, located at the mouth of the river and built with support from Italy, through UNDP, will begin operation at the end of the year, and is expected to resolve up to 60 percent of the organic waste problem and take care of 100 percent of industrial waste, according to CIMAB.

(*Originally published Jan. 29 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

After delays, Kyoto global warming pact to come into force [image: image4.png]



Tue February 8, 2005 1:17 PM GMT+02:00 

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

OSLO (Reuters) - A landmark U.N. plan to curb global warming comes into force next week despite a U.S. pullout and with many countries way off course to meet promised cuts in emissions of heat-trapping gases by 2012.

The Kyoto pact is meant to rein in rising temperatures that many scientists say will cause more storms, droughts and floods and raise world sea levels. Climate shifts could disrupt farming and wipe out thousands of species of animals and plants.

The 141-nation protocol, which will force countries to cap emissions of gases, enters into force on February 16 after years of controversy since it was agreed in 1997.

"For the climate, Kyoto's only a small step," said Paal Prestrud, head of the Center for International Climate and Environmental Research in Oslo. "But entry into force is a big political victory" for the idea of capping world emissions.

Many climate experts predict catastrophic changes within decades unless action is taken now.

But President George W. Bush pulled out of Kyoto in 2001, saying it was too costly and wrongly exempted poor nations.

The United States, the biggest polluter, accounted for 23.1 percent of the world's emissions in 2000 -- about four times the second biggest polluter Russia.

Among developed nations, only Australia backed the U.S. view, leaving Washington with fewer allies for its climate policy than for the 2003 Iraq war.

Even so, many countries bound by Kyoto are running far above its overall goal of curbing rich nations' emissions of heat-trapping gases like carbon dioxide from cars, factories and power plants by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

Among Kyoto states, Spain and Portugal were 40.5 percent above 1990 levels in 2002, according to U.N. data.

Monaco, Ireland, Greece, New Zealand and Canada are all further over 1990 levels than the United States, whose emissions are 13.1 percent over the Kyoto benchmark year. Most former communist nations are below target.

POWER PLANTS

Environmentalists accuse many European Union nations of giving 12,000 industrial sites -- including power plants, steel mills and oil firms -- quotas for emissions that are too lax.

"In many cases they're letting off industry far too easily," said Steve Sawyer, climate policy director for Greenpeace.

The quotas are the basis for a new market where polluters exceeding their targets can buy emission allocations from those falling below. Carbon dioxide now trades at about 7.20 euros per tonne.

But unless the amount of quotas is cut sharply in coming years, Sawyer said the EU burden for meeting Kyoto goals would fall on consumers via higher taxes rather than by squeezing industries to shift to renewable energy like solar or wind power.

Celebrations for the February 16 launch will range from meetings in the Japanese city of Kyoto where the pact was agreed to prayers in churches for its success. The Californian city of Berkeley will endorse Kyoto in a "Valentine to the Planet."

The U.N. Environment Programme says climate change is the biggest long-term threat to humanity.

But opponents of Kyoto dismiss it as wasted money built on scaremongering science. "Put bluntly, the Kyoto protocol is one of the least good investments the world can make," said Bjorn Lomborg, Danish author of "The Skeptical Environmentalist".

He said Kyoto would cost about $150 billion a year to promote a shift to renewable energies like solar and wind power and that the cash could be better spent on combating AIDS, malaria and malnutrition or on promoting free trade.

Even Kyoto's backers concede it will brake the rise in temperatures by just 0.15 Celsius by 2100, a pinprick compared to the 1.4-5.8 Celsius rise projected by a scientific panel which advises the United Nations.

Everyone agrees that the longer-term fate of Kyoto will hinge on whether the United States agrees to cap emissions after 2012, shifting from its current policy of curbing growth of emissions. U.S. participation is probably the key to whether nations like China and India will take part from 2012.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Telegraph

Tsunami did tilt earth, but by a few centimetres

	

	Shift zone? Hut Bay 


Jakarta, Feb. 8 (Reuters): The massive earthquake that triggered the Asian tsunami wobbled the earth on its axis, forced cartographers back to the drawing board and changed time by a fraction, but there’s no need to adjust your clocks.

Six weeks after the tsunami that may have killed 300,000 people on the shores of the Indian Ocean, scientists are discovering more about the changes wrought by the magnitude 9 quake, the fourth-largest in the last century.

It caused upheaval on the sea floor near its epicentre off the northwest coast of Indonesia’s Sumatra island and moved several other islands, but scientists say any movement of land mass can be measured in centimetres rather than tens of metres.

Chen Ji, a seismologist at the California Institute of Technology, said he found movement along the fault line of about 10 metres laterally and four or five metres vertically.

But reports that the entire island of Sumatra — 1,700 km long and 400 km wide — moved 35 metres or more are wildly inaccurate, scientists say.

“We know we have movements of over a metre, perhaps a couple of metres,” said Ken Hudnut, a California-based geophysicist with the U.S. Geological Survey. “But the idea that Sumatra has moved 100 feet is just wrong.”

Scientists are working on precise measurements by comparing geographic points whose locations were known before the quake with the new positions using the Global Positioning System, which reads exact locations by satellite.

High-tech British and US ships are investigating changes to the sea bed and local authorities are measuring depths in critical shipping channels.

Scientists at Nasa, the US space agency, said the December 26 quake — the largest to rattle Earth since 1964 in Alaska — disrupted the planet’s rotation and shaved 2.68 microseconds, or millionths of a second, from the length of a day.

Nasa scientists B.F. Chao and Richard Gross calculated it shifted Earth’s mean north pole about 2.5 cm and made the planet slightly less oblate, or flattened at the poles.

“Physically, this is analogous to a spinning skater drawing arms closer to the body, resulting in a faster spin,” they wrote in an article in Eos, a publication of the American Geophysical Union.

But they said these changes are based on calculations rather than measurements. The changes are so small that they are either difficult to measure or too small to detect.

But environmental damage from the tsunami was vast. The killer waves gouged beaches, crushed coral reefs, smashed thousands of hectares of mangrove forests and refashioned coastlines from Thailand to Somalia.

A preliminary survey by Indonesia’s government and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) estimated the economic cost to the environment at $675 million in Indonesia alone.

The survey said 25,000 hectares of mangroves and 29,000 hectares of coral reefs were damaged.

Some coral reefs — undersea gardens that act as shelter and nursery to a wide range of marine species — were crushed by the waves. Corals grow slowly, some only a few centimetres a year, so their recovery could take decades.

Vast stretches of Sumatra’s west coast were turned brown by the tsunami as rice paddies and other vegetation were swamped by salt water. It could take two or three rainy seasons to wash the salt from the saturated land, experts say.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
California Bureau

Analysis: Methyl bromide still an international political football

Issue Date: February 9, 2005 

By Emily Robidart 

For the past 18 years, the fumigant methyl bromide has been on a well-publicized phase-out schedule because of its inclusion on a list of ozone-depleting substances. 

Methyl bromide is an essential pest control tool that is used as a pre-plant soil fumigant, as well as a post-harvest treatment. It is of most importance to California strawberry producers, who rely on it as a soil fumigant to control destructive nematodes. 

The California Farm Bureau Federation and other agricultural groups, as well as members of Congress, have pressed an international group for continued access to methyl bromide, until reliable alternatives are found. This year and next, a few American farmers-- those whose "critical use exemption" applications were approved--will be allowed to use limited amounts of the product. 

The saga began in 1987, when the United States joined with 180 other countries in signing the Montreal Protocol, an international treaty that phases out ozone-depleting substances. 

During negotiations in 2003, the Bush administration secured the ability for American farmers to use during 2005 an amount of methyl bromide equivalent to 37 percent of the 1991 baseline use amount (for critical uses), simply because a viable replacement does not exist. 

U.S. representatives are currently in negotiations for critical uses for 2006. During talks in Prague last fall, they succeeded in obtaining only 27 percent so far, with additional negotiations scheduled for this summer. 

Use of methyl bromide in the United States and other developed countries was phased out entirely on Jan. 1 with the exception of the critical use exemptions. Developing countries, such as China and Mexico, have access to methyl bromide for 10 more years. Many of these developing countries compete with U.S. specialty crops sectors, including strawberries, peppers and tomatoes. 

All of this is notwithstanding the fact that commercial use of methyl bromide is a relatively insignificant contributor to ozone depletion, and far less than first estimated, according to a 2002 report on ozone depletion by the United Naitons Environmental Programme. 

Despite extensive research, a reliable, cost-effective alternative to methyl bromide has yet to emerge. Most alternatives on the market today are significantly less effective. While nations that signed the ozone treaty press to completely phase out the fumigant, it is clear that there is no satisfactory alternative at this time. 

U.S. negotiators have done an excellent job in representing agriculture's interests throughout this volatile process. In addition, the oversight by members of Congress attending the negotiations, along with efforts of U.S. Rep. George Radanovich, R-Calif., in providing relief legislation, has been a highly effective strategy. 

Congress has additional leverage that may prove useful. As a major contributor to the Multilateral Fund of the United Nations, the United States helps developing nations find alternatives to methyl bromide. Congress approves this funding. Therefore, when members of Congress or their aides show an increased interest in methyl bromide, the nations that signed the ozone treaty take notice. Only under this sort of pressure do we begin to experience more open negotiations. 

We witnessed some of these changes during the most recent talks in Prague. U.S. Reps. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., and Mark Foley, R-Fla., along with six congressional aides, attended the meetings and helped set the tone for negotiations. They were allowed to participate in meetings that were not previously open to U.S. stakeholders. 

Could this be a result of our financial contributions to the Multilateral Fund? 

Congressional involvement plays a key role in our struggle to keep politics out of the decision-making process regarding methyl bromide. That involvement must continue and we urge you to contact your representatives to convey your support of their efforts. For information on how to contact your legislator, go to the California Farm Bureau Federation's Web site at www.cfbf.com and click on "Political Action." 

(Emily Robidart is director of farm policy for the California Farm Bureau Federation. She may be contacted at erobidart@cfbf.com.) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent - Bangladesh
Water hyacinth as a natural resource and its economic utilisation

DR. S. Z. HAIDER

Water hyacinth (Eichhomia Crassipes) is a beautiful vascular aquatic plant. Its rapid growth and fantastic proliferation indicate fullest exploitation of aquatic nutrients, especially from polluted waters and highly efficient utilisation of solar energy for profuse bio-mass production and its wonderful adaptation in the environment. It was considered as an exotic menace for agricultural lands and obstructing river transports and a source of health hazards for mankind. Therefore indiscriminate destruction, if not the total elimination, has been applied as the solution of the problems created by the overwhelming growth and extensive proliferation of the plant throughout the tropical regions and millions of dollars are being spent for its extermination or control; utilising modern technology such as applying mechanical, biological and chemical means of destruction. But the robust plant continues to survive and proliferate a stable component of the tropical region as well as in areas of somewhat colder climate such as Japan.

Water hyacinth as a natural resource offers the prospect of socio-economic benefits through scientific management and appropriate utilisation for a developing country like Bangladesh for the improvement of a lot of common ran on the basis of the development of indigenous technology programmes. It was this objective in view that the Commonwealth Science Council, London and UNEP once launched an inter-countries collaborative research project called "Management of Water Hyacinth" in Bangladesh. 

Fields of research of water hyacinth

In general the main fields of research involving water hyacinth as a starting natural source can be divided into two parts:

I. Basic research leading to vital and significant scientific knowledge about the nature and properties of water hyacinth plant.

II. Technological research on the immediate use and prospects of economic utilisation and future development.

The fantastic property of water hyacinth for absorbing nutrients from aqueous ecosystem such as metal ions, acids, alkalies, organic compounds, toxic substances, insecticides and even bacteria had been rigorously investigated. In the experiments we referred the uptake of chemical species in terms of ap parameter known as Tolerance Index. The concentrations of absorbed species had been measured by several methods such as (i) chemical analysis (ii) spectrophotometric determinations (iii) atomic absorption spectrometry (iv) particle induced x-ray emission technique (v) radioisotope tracer technique (vi) physico-chemical methods like pH, conductivity and turbidity measurements, (vii) ion-exchange and gas chromatography (viii) x-ray diffraction etc.

The mechanism of absorption of chemical species by water hyacinth from aqueous ecosystem had been discussed on the basis of (a) diffusion and osmosis through the epidermic sur roof hairs (b) on-exchange phenomena specially involving metal ions, (c) metaboliation process in presence of oxygen particularly of anious eg phosphates, acetates, formates, nitrates, carbonates etc. (d) biochemical reactions within the cell system leading to deportation, (e) chelation phenomenon through carrier molecules present in the collagen and mitochondria (f) microbial action at the root interface leading to complex formation between the enzymes and substrates and (g) hydrostatic pressure in the epidermal glands resembling oxycytosis or picnocytosis.

The phenomenon of ionic balance existing between the plant system and the aqueous ecosystem in presence of several metal ions; the selectivity for some ions and the survival pattern of water hyacinth under adverse conditions of toxic pollution had been investigated. The reason why water hyacinth does not survive in seawater had been attributed due to depletion of potassium in presence of lagge concentrations of calcium, magnesium and sodium.

The removal of turbidity of muddy water and the adjustment of pH from very high to almost normal value had been achieved by the use of water hyacinth and explained on the basis of ionic interaction and deprotonation reaction within the cell structures of the plant during the uptake of the chemical species.

Special study of the pollution control by water hyacinth of factory wastewater had been made involving effluents from a tannery, a fertiliser factory, a pulp and paper mill and sewerage systems. The final treatment of the wastewater could be effectively achieved by using water hyacinth lagoons involving a dynamic degigng of liquid flow with monitoring device before the discharge of the effluent to the river for protection of the fish and other flora and fauna. The pollution control parameters such as DO, OOD, BOD5, pH, turgidity dissolved and suspended soiled had been measured at different stages and duration and compared with these factors in the city water.

An ideal condition had been evolved to purify pond water for domestic use other than for drinking in rural areas with the help of water hyacinth which should not be allowed to cover more than 1/3 of the total water surface in order to allow 2/3 of the water surface always open to the atmospheric conditions and oxygen uptake by water bodies.

Laboratory model experiments had been devised to mimic the uptake of metal ions by water hyacinth from aqueous solution. This involves the formation of amino acid complexes with metal ions and study of their structures and thermal properties". Radioisotopes had also been used for tracing the absorption of chemical species.

The kinetics of the degradation of water hyacinth biomass for determination of the optimum conditions of the production of fuel gas had been investigated. The catalytic degradation in presence of metal ions, additives, seeding and pre-digestion for accelerating the anaerobic production of energy had been carried out and digesters designed for the domestic use of the gas for cooking and lighting purposes.

An appropriate process had been developed for the production of compost rich in NPK values used an inexpensive fertiliser which proved very effective with rice plant at an agriculture farm.

A device had been made for the production of distilled water by applying the evapo-transpiration property of water hyacinth but the method needs precise conditions for successful operation.

Attempts had been made for the photocatalytic reduction of water in presence of water hyacinth biomass for production of hydrogen using silver catalyst and methylene blue as electoon mediator. Japan had reported successful production of hydrogen starting from water hyacinth as a biomass in photocatalytic decomposition of water using TiO2.

Large-scale production of water hyacinth leaf pretein concentrate (LPC) had been made with the help of a pilot plant screw press. The amino acids present in the protein hydrolysate mixture of the water hyacinth juice that had been estimated. Feeding trainals of poultry and cattle feeds extending over 8 weeks had been evaluated with satisfactory results.

Water hyacinth fibbers had been fabricated into hard board, ceiling board reinforced cement board, water proofing sheets, damp proof bitumenised papers for foundations of buildings, sanitary wares and other items of constructions for housing and building as well as paper and paper board for office usage.

Sun-dried and chemically treated water hyacinth stalks with sodium petachlorophenate or borax had been used for making items of domestic use such as bags, baskets, mats, hats, shoes, hangers, furniture etc. and may be coated with water resistant varnish or paints.

Semi-mechanical water hyacinth pulp mixed with jute stick had been fabricated as a cheap substitute for partition and ceiling boards.

Kitchen vegetables grown on water hyacinth mats are in use as a base in the form of double layer hydroponics. Cauliflower, gourd, cabbages, cucumbers, peas, beans etc. could be easily grown for profit or domestic use through scientific management. The landless farmers are already using water hyacinth mats on water for agricultural purposes in Bangladesh.

Water hyacinth extract (about 90 per cent of the fresh plant) blended with appropriate insecticide used as a spray for protecting crops and cereals at the same time providing nutrients from the water hyacinth juice. It had been claimed that protein and amino acid concentrates extracted from leaves contain vitamins and many other pharmaceuticals and drugs that could be produced. However, further research is necessary for the isolation of such substance.

Dried water hyacinth debris had been successfully used for the cultivation of mushroom. As an aboriginal technology in Bangladesh, the growing of mushrooms for local hotel consumption and for export provide a good opportunity to farmers for economic gains. The roots and rhizomes yield stigmasterol required for some synthetic steroidal drugs. The roots also contain diosgenin, which is the starting material for the synthesis of cortisone.

Water hyacinth roots for mulching in tea plantations, fruit trees and horticulture as well as growing maize, peas etc. provide to be successful because the roots are colonised by micorrhizal endotrophic fungus which is important for assimilation of phosphates. Lateritic soil containing immobilised phosphate could be treated with water hyacinth for fertility of the soil and availability of phosphorus to the crop. Addition of water hyacinth compost to sandy soil may provide prospects for increasing humic contents and develop adequate C/N ratio of the desert sand for cultivation purposes.

The root extract of water hyacinth mixed with water sprayed to jute and rice plants showed significant increase in the height and basal girth and tiller production in jute and rice.

Production of active carbon by pyrolysis of water hyacinth stalks had proved to possess decolourising property. Such carbons can also be used as black pigment in paints and ink formulations.

The traditional method of fish cultivation underneath the water hyacinth float systems could be improved and made scientific for greater production of a variety of fish and also fish feeding could be made by mixing with other ingredients but care must be taken to allow air contact of water surface for oxygen uptake.

The most important prospects of the use of the vast natural resource of water hyacinth could be aimed at production of renewable cheap energy source either as bio-gas or for photocatalytic decomposition of water to hydrogen or for the catalytic conversion to power alcohol in the form of methanol which could be used as such or as addition to petrol for automobiles and industry. Methanol from water hyacinth had been produced in Japan and successfully demonstrated for running automobiles.

Thus, instead of considering water hyacinth as a nuisance, this natural resource could be best utilised as an economic boon through scientific management and controlled cultivation. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters
FACTBOX - What is the Kyoto Protocol?

GERMANY: February 9, 2005

BONN - The UN's Kyoto protocol meant to rein in global warming enters into force on Feb. 16 after years of delays with the United States on the sidelines:

Here are some frequently asked questions about Kyoto:

WHAT IS THE KYOTO PROTOCOL?

It is a pact agreed by governments at a 1997 UN conference in Kyoto, Japan, to reduce the amount of greenhouse gases emitted by developed countries by 5.2 percent of 1990 levels during the five-year period 2008-2012. A total of 141 nations have ratified the pact, according to UN data.

IS IT THE FIRST AGREEMENT OF ITS KIND?

Governments originally agreed to tackle climate change at an "Earth Summit" in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. At that meeting, leaders created the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which set a non-binding goal of stabilising emissions at 1990 levels by 2000, a goal not met overall. The Kyoto protocol is the follow-up and is the first legally binding global agreement to cut greenhouse gases.

SO IT'S LEGALLY BINDING?

Kyoto will have legal force for its participants from Feb. 16 after meeting twin conditions -- backing from at least 55 countries and support from nations representing at least 55 percent of developed countries' carbon dioxide emissions. It passed the second hurdle in November 2004 when Russia ratified and now has backing from nations representing 61.6 percent of emissions. The United States, the world's biggest polluter, has pulled out, saying Kyoto is too expensive and wrongly omits developing nations.

HOW WILL IT BE ENFORCED?

Under a 2001 deal made by environment ministers in Germany, countries overshooting their targets in 2012 will have to make both the promised cuts and 30 percent more in a second period from 2013. They rejected the idea of a financial penalty.

DO ALL COUNTRIES HAVE TO CUT EMISSIONS BY 5.2 PERCENT?

No, only 39 countries -- relatively developed ones -- have target levels for the 2008-12 period, adhering to the principle set under the UNFCCC that richer countries should take the lead. Each country negotiated different targets, with Russia aiming for stabilisation at 1990 levels and the European Union trying for an 8 percent cut.

HOW ARE THEY DOING SO FAR?

Many countries are lagging behind Kyoto targets. The UNFCCC Secretariat in Bonn says emissions by Spain and Portugal were 40.5 percent above 1990 levels in 2002. US emissions were up 13.1 percent. Emissions by ex-communist bloc states fell most sharply due to the collapse of Soviet-era industries -- Russian emissions were down 38.5 percent.

WHAT ARE THESE "GREENHOUSE GASES"?

Greenhouse gases are gases that trap heat in the earth's atmosphere. The main one is carbon dioxide (CO2), most of which comes from burning fossil fuel. The protocol also covers methane (CH4), much of which comes from agriculture and waste dumps, and nitrous oxide (N2O), mostly a result of fertiliser use. Three industrial gases used in various applications, such as refrigerants, heat conductors and insulators, are also included - they are hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and sulphur hexafluoride (SF6).

HOW WILL COUNTRIES COMPLY?

The European Union set up a new market in January 2005 under which about 12,000 factories and power stations are given carbon dioxide quotas. If they overshoot they can buy extra allowances in the market or pay a financial penalty; if they undershoot they can sell them. Prices in the EU market are now about 7.2 euros ($9.25) per tonne.

WHAT OTHER MECHANISMS ARE THERE?

The protocol provides for other "flexible mechanisms" -- ways for countries to reach targets without reducing emissions at home. These include the "clean development mechanism" where developed countries can earn credits to offset against their targets by funding clean technologies, such as solar power, in poorer countries.

Countries can also claim credits for planting trees in the Third World that soak up carbon dioxide - so-called carbon "sinks".

____________________________________________________________________________________________
ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE

7 February 2005
 Amazon forest breathing uneasily                                      

 SANTAREM, Brazil (AP) -- As the light plane banked left, the smell of      

 smoke reached the cockpit. The landscape below was an ashen green, the sun 

 above an orange glow behind sooty billows of gray.                        

 The Amazon forest was burning, and it was more than a sign of human        

 encroachment. It was also the sight and scent of a dangerous chemistry, of 

 tons of carbon dioxide -- transformed from wood and leaf -- rising into an 

 atmosphere already loaded with it.                                         

 In cooler confines some days later, at an international climate conference 

 in Argentina, British scientists told of a different, slow-motion kind of  

 chemistry in the tropical forest, one foreseen by supercomputers running   

 intricately programmed models of global warming.                           

 "In the Amazon, the vegetation dies back because there won't be enough     

 rain," explained climatologist Vicky Pope, detailing one of the most       

 sophisticated studies yet -- by Britain's Hadley Center -- of what a       

 warmer world would mean.                                                   

 For South America's rain forests, such a "dieback" would mean steady       

 decomposition of dead vegetation and the release into the atmosphere of    

 massive amounts of carbon dioxide, the "greenhouse gas" that itself is     

 blamed for much of climate change.                                         

 Whether it unfolds quickly by fire or slowly through global warming, the   

 future of this forested river basin is a key to the future of Earth's      

 climate. Hundreds of scientists are working overtime to understand that    

 critical relationship -- between the atmosphere and the region known as    

 Amazonia, more than 11 times the size of Texas and home to one-third of    

 the world's species.                                                       

 "Scientifically, we're not 100 percent confident we know all the           

 processes," said Brazilian physicist Paulo Artaxo, who has studied the     

 Amazon for 20 years. "There are thousands of different critical effects.   

 There's much more scientific work that needs to be done."                  

 Artaxo is a lead scientist among 1,700 researchers, from 200 universities  

 and other institutions, who have joined during the past six years in an    

 unprecedented undertaking called "LBA" -- for Large-Scale                  

 Biosphere-Atmosphere Experiment in Amazonia -- a Brazilian-U.S.-European   

 scientific assault on the unknowns of what some call the planet's "lung,"  

 the Amazon's breathing green vastness.                                     

 The respiratory process is well known: Trees absorb carbon dioxide through 

 their leaves, use it to build themselves, and emit oxygen into the air.    

 That keeps an atmospheric balance, but industrialized man has thrown the   

 balance off by burning fossil fuels and producing excess carbon dioxide,   

 which traps heat that otherwise would escape into space.                   

 Scientists believe the 1-degree-Fahrenheit (about 1/2 degree Celsius) rise 

 in global temperatures the past century was largely a result of those      

 emissions, and they project higher temperatures and climate disruptions to 

 come.                                                                      

 The international pact called the Kyoto Protocol, a limited first step in  

 trying to control emissions, takes effect on February 16, though without   

 participation of the United States, the biggest emitter, which maintains   

 the emissions cutbacks would set back its economy too much.                

 The forest's basic science may be well known. But the details are          

 immensely complex -- of soils and nutrients, evaporation and               

 precipitation, rivers and lakes, gas flows and root systems, and of the    

 hard numbers of deforestation, which pours carbon dioxide into the         

 atmosphere at the same time that it kills off carbon-absorbing vegetation. 

 But whatever the unknowns, "we already know enough to make policy          

 decisions. The important thing is to stop deforestation," American         

 ecologist Philip M. Fearnside told a reporter, as a tropical downpour beat 

 on the roof of his institute in Manaus, the Amazon's major riverside city. 

 Satellite reconnaissance showed that 600 fires were started in the region  

 each day on average last year, the Brazilian government reports. The rate  

 of destruction has almost doubled in the past decade, to 9,000 square      

 miles over 12 months of 2003-2004 -- an area about the size of New         

 Hampshire.                                                                 

 Forest is being destroyed by cattle ranchers, by landless peasants         

 slashing and burning to create cropland, by illegal lumbering, and         

 increasingly by large agribusinesses planting lucrative soybean. The fires 

 seen everywhere from the air outside Santarem, a rough-edged town 500      

 miles up the Amazon from the Atlantic, were mostly set to create giant     

 fields for soy.                                                            

 The government's own plans to pave 2,100 miles of additional road through  

 the wilderness could lead to clearing of up to 70,000 square miles of      

 forest over 30 years, it was estimated by Fearnside's Amazon Environmental 

 Research Institute.                                                        

 Judging from experience, "paving increases the deforestation rate in a     

 strip along the highway, to a depth of 50 kilometers (30 miles) on each    

 side," said Fearnside, who has pioneered Amazon research for three         

 decades.                                                                   

 What might this mean in a time of climate change?                          

 Worldwide deforestation is now believed to contribute under 20 percent of  

 manmade emissions of carbon dioxide, said Artaxo, of Brazil's University   

 of Sao Paulo. And the Amazon forest is believed to remain a "sink" --      

 still absorbing slightly more carbon than it emits.                        

 But scientists say the feedback loops of a warming world might change that 

 picture in mere decades.                                                   

 For one thing, computer modeling foresees a warmer Pacific Ocean stirring  

 more frequent and intense El Ninos, the climate phenomenon that tends to   

 dry the eastern Amazon. Rising temperatures themselves would also help dry 

 vegetation. In addition, deforested terrain sends less moisture -- via     

 plants' "evapotranspiration" -- into the air to fall as rain. Dead trees   

 then add more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, further heightening        

 warming in a destructive cycle.                                            

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a U.N.-organized science    

 network, concluded in its latest assessment that the remaining Amazon "is  

 threatened by the combination of human disturbance, increases in fire      

 frequency and scale, and decreased precipitation from evapotranspiration   

 loss, global warming, and El Nino."                                        

 Much more remains to be learned, even including how much "biomass" an      

 average acre contains in this highly diverse forest -- a number crucial to 

 knowing how much carbon a dying forest would release.                      

 The NASA orbiter ICESat has been working on that. Designed to monitor      

 melting polar icecaps, the satellite's sensitive laser eye was turned to   

 measuring tree heights in the Amazon to help scientists judge how much     

 wood is down there.                                                        

 Closer to home, the LBA scientists have deployed research boats, balloons  

 and aircraft, are monitoring 200 forest plots for growth and other         

 factors, and have raised 16 instrument-packed towers across the Amazon, up 

 to 210 feet high, to better measure and understand the interplay between   

 forest and atmosphere.                                                     

 In one of their most elaborate experiments, they have produced a vision of 

 a bleak, dry future 30 miles south of here, on a patch of the Tapajos      

 National Forest, a shadowy green world of barking monkeys, iridescent      

 butterflies and whistling Captain-of-the-Woods birds, and of ropey vines   

 hanging from hundreds of tree species.                                     

 At this Seca Floresta site -- "Dry Forest" -- scientists for four years    

 have deprived 21/2 acres of Amazonia of half its normal rain by stretching 

 a plastic roof of 5,600 polyethylene panels over the soil.                 

 Towers, catwalks and instrumentation allowed researchers to closely        

 monitor tree metabolism and respiration, groundwater and gas flows and     

 other processes as this piece of forest succumbed to what the computer     

 models foretell for much of the Amazon.                                    

 "We got some amazing results," research manager Paulo Brando told a        

 visiting journalist. "We expected the smaller trees to die more. But it    

 was the larger trees. They're dying at a rate of 9 percent a year" --      

 several times the natural rate.                                            

 At treetop level, from a 90-foot tower, leafless, desiccated spots could   

 be seen in the canopy. Carpets of leaves and fallen limbs littered the     

 forest floor.                                                              

 "If you have large trees dying, you have a lot of carbon being released,"  

 Brando said.                                                               

 If they're dying across great stretches of Amazon, in the "dieback" of the 

 supercomputers, these scientists say, the cost to the world could be       

 incalculable.                                                              

____________________________________________________________________________________________.
ROWA MEDIA UPDATES
Bahrain

Festival to target new 'green' drive

A THREE-DAY festival to raise environmental awareness begins today at Al Areen Wildlife Park, Sakhir. The event, which takes place daily from noon until 5pm, is organised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Wildlife and the Environment.

It will include an exhibition highlighting Bahrain's efforts to protect the environment with the private sector's co-operation, said commission public relations and environment media head Zakriya Khonji.

The exhibition will include various interactive and visual aids, which aim to combine entertainment with education.

"We are keen on protecting the environment and will do whatever it takes to do so," said Mr Khonji.

The event is part of celebrations to mark Bahrain's Environment Day, which falls on February 14. Performing at the opening today will be the Bahrain Police Band.

The festival is free and open to all. Normal charges apply for people who want to tour the park. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103947&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27326

Jordan

Wadi Rum possible candidate for UNESCO's World Natural Heritage list 

A committee was formed on Tuesday tasked with nominating sites of natural and cultural value in the Kingdom to be inscribed in UNESCO's World Natural Heritage list. 

The 10-member committee, representing governmental, nongovernmental and academic institutions, held its first meeting yesterday at the Ministry of Environment. 

Suggested sites include Wadi Rum, Finan village and the Jordan River, according to the Jordanian Friends of the Environment Society (JFoE). 

“Having the Kingdom's most important sites listed will enhance Jordan's tourism and investment opportunities,” Minister of Environment Yousef Shureiqi said. 

“The list would make it easier for us to find funding to conserve and manage these sites, because the whole world is concerned with them,” said Rund Awad, JFoE environment education project coordinator. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews5.htm
UAE

Khalifa visits natural gas vehicle project

THE President, His Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan visited a natural gas vehicle project in Abu Dhabi, Shaikh Khalifa said that the UAE was keenly supporting the preservation of the environmentand execution of projects that would reduce emissions harmful to it, affirming his concern with making available an environment that would comply with the latest international criteria in the context of environment protection. He directed Adnoc to promptly execute the Natural Gas Vehicle project due to its importance in providing a safe and clean environment that would ensure the necessary conditions for a sound public health in the UAE.

The first natural gas filling station in the UAE is expected to be operational by March this year. 
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february261.xml
Erwda scores successes

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) in Abu Dhabi has released its annual report which cited success and substantial progress of the agency in many fields throughout 2004. 

In his foreword for the report, Mohammed Ahmed Al Bowardi, Managing Director of Erwda, said that the past year was one that will remain etched in the memory of the whole nation, with the loss of the UAE's founding father, Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. 

He added that since its establishment in 1996, Erwda had taken the guiding principles and directions he late President of the UAE as the backbone of its efforts to initiate and implement environmental projects and programmes. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february194.xml
___________________________________________________________________________

UN Daily News – 8 February 2004
In the headlines:

• Annan welcomes Israeli and Palestinian statements on stopping violence

• Government and rebel leader mark Sudan peace in Security Council chamber

• UN envoy paints 'dismal' picture of state of Sudan's Darfur conflict

• First official results in Iraqi elections expected on Thursday – UN

• Secretary-General condemns killing of senior Tamil leader

• UN envoy seeking withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon holds talks in Beirut

• Annan chief of staff heading to Washington for talks with lawmakers; deputy resigns

• High-level meeting to assess progress since 1995 UN social summit

• UN Children's Fund to feed and inoculate 10,000 families in DR of Congo

• UN launches $3 million flash appeal for floods in Guyana

• Wave of arrests in Nepal deeply concern UN human rights experts

• Somalia: UN expert says respect for human rights is key to stability

Annan welcomes Israeli and Palestinian statements on stopping violence

8 February - Welcoming Israeli and Palestinian statements today that they were holding their fire against one

another, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he believed that "their joint announcements to

cease violence after four years of death and suffering provide an opportunity for the peace process to resume."

The United Nations, the United States, the European Union and the Russian Federation form the Quartet

sponsoring the "Road Map" peace process which sets out parallel and reciprocal steps by Israelis and Palestinians, leading to two States living in peace by the end of this year.

"The Secretary-General commends the steps taken by the Israeli and Palestinian leaders and looks forward to further cooperation as part of the implementation of their obligations under the Road Map," said his spokesman, Fred Eckhard.

Mr. Annan also complimented Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak for arranging the summit in the Red Sea town of Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, at which the statements were made.

The active participation of Mr. Mubarak and King Abdullah of Jordan would greatly enhance the chances of achieving a  just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the critical months ahead, Mr. Eckhard said.

Government and rebel leader mark Sudan peace in Security Council chamber

8 February - The two principals in the decades-long Government-rebel conflict in southern Sudan, who

less than three months ago vowed before an extraordinary United Nations Security Council meeting on

their own doorstep in Kenya to make peace, came to the Council's home base in New York today, basking

in the glow of their achievement.

A month after they fulfilled their pledge with ink Sudan's First Vice-President Ali Othman Taha and John

Garang de Mabior, Chairman of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), attended a

session at which the Council had before it a report from Secretary-General Kofi Annan requesting

resources to support their accord.

Mr. Taha called on the international community to support efforts aimed at reconstruction and development, to lift any economic and trade restrictions or sanctions, to write off all foreign debt, to initiate partnerships with Sudan and to give generously at a forthcoming donors' conference in Oslo, Norway.

Mr. Garang noted the many challenges ahead, including the return of hundreds of thousands of refugees and millions of internally displaced persons (IDPs), some of whom are already moving to their home areas before necessary conditions were in place, thus putting additional strain on host communities. The SPLM needs assistance, he said.

Mr. Annan, who attended the session in view of its historic significance but did not speak, emphasizes in his report the substantial resources needed for relief and recovery and calls for the deployment of a multi-dimensional UN peace support operation that includes more than 10,000 troops and civilian police.

His Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, underlined the important momentum the peace accord in the south could give to efforts to solve Sudan's other major conflict, in Darfur, where tens of thousands of people have been killed and nearly 2 million displaced in the past two years.

The Council President for February, Ambassador Joel Adechi of Benin, called the 9 January peace accord a "historic moment" of great opportunity, which all the people of Sudan should seize, and said the 15-member body was already working on a resolution to establish a full-fledged UN peace support operation.

The Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission in the Sudan, Baba Gana Kingibe, stressed that the coming weeks would be critical for the smooth take-off of the new agreement and the manner in which its implementation unfolded would determine the future not only of Darfur and other areas in conflict within the Sudan but also

the future of the country as a whole.

In a related development, Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Wendy Chamberlin is set to leave on Saturday for a weeklong trip to southern Sudan, Uganda and Kenya, to look at the agency's initial efforts to lay the groundwork for an eventual return of some 500,000 refugees from neighbouring countries.

The extreme lack of infrastructure and basic services in southern Sudan after two decades of conflict means that major investment is needed to rehabilitate communities before such returns can begin. UNHCR has opened three offices in southern Sudan – in Rumbek, Juba and Yei – but without adequate funds the agency cannot fully begin projects to rehabilitate areas of potential return.

Some 223,000 refugees from southern Sudan are in Uganda, 60,000 in Kenya, 88,000 in Ethiopia, 69,000 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), an estimated 36,000 in the Central African Republic and 30,000 in Egypt. The conflict in the south has also displaced an estimated 4 million more people within Sudan.

UN envoy paints 'dismal' picture of state of Sudan's Darfur conflict

8 February - The top United Nations envoy for Sudan today painted a "dismal picture" of the situation in the

Darfur region, even if not as bad as in early 2004, with the Government and rebels violating the ceasefire,

atrocious crimes still going unpunished and humanitarian workers increasingly subjected to intimidation from

both sides."Often it was like an Echternach walk: two steps forward and one step back," Special Representative Jan Pronk told the Security Council in presenting Secretary-General Kofi Annan's report on the last six months of progress in ending the conflict in Sudan's western region, which the UN has called the world's worst humanitarian crisis.

"Often it was worse: one step forward, two back, net regression," he added, calling for a much larger and more robust force than the current African Union (AU) monitoring troops to end a conflict in which tens of thousands of people have been killed and up to 1.85 million others displaced since rebels took up arms in early 2003, partly in protest at the distribution of economic resources.

"Peace will take a long time," he said during the session. But he took courage from the recently signed accord between the Government and rebels in the south which ended a decades-long separate war in that part of the country, hoping the political momentum generated there would spread to Darfur and allow an agreement to be reached by the end of this year.In his report, Mr. Annan notes the Government's "uneven" compliance with its commitments. While humanitarian access to Darfur, where the number of people affected overall and in need of relief has risen to 2.3 million, has improved dramatically, action on human rights, in particular efforts to end impunity, have fallen far short. "The Government has shown willingness to make progress in the political talks in Darfur," he writes. "However, fighting on the ground continues and those responsible for atrocious crime on a massive scale go unpunished. Militias continue to attack, claiming they are not part of any agreement. The Government has not stopped them," he adds, in reference to the Janjaweed, who have been accused of the worst atrocities.

Over the same period, the rebels have become less cooperative in talks, and their attacks on police increased, while some groups directly impeded humanitarian work by looting cars and trucks, and even abducting national staff, severely reducing the delivery of assistance. But the Government is primarily guilty for such humanitarian hindrance."The number of civilians affected by the conflict has continued to grow at a rate that has outpaced the ability of humanitarian agencies to provide for their basic needs," Mr. Annan says, noting that humanitarian workers also face random dangers from military action, banditry and armed robbery.

He notes that despite a Security Council call on the Government to stop such flights, helicopters and other aircraft previously used for bombing have continued to be used to support operations, and reports of bombings continue up to the present.On impunity, he says the Government has informed the UN of a limited number of convictions of Janjaweed and members of regular and semi-regular security forces, "but they apparently were not persons with leadership responsibility for major human rights abuses." Mr. Annan, too, notes that the new accord between the Government and southern rebels "could radically alter the political context" and offer "a unique opportunity" for a quick settlement in Darfur since a more representative national government with southern participation would be "more attentive to the grievances of marginalized people." Mr. Pronk brought a first-hand account to the 15-member Council. "During my visit to Darfur 10 days ago, I saw the dramatic consequences of tribal or ethnic cleansing of dozens of villages, carried out by the militia during the month of January," he said.

Annan welcomes Israeli and Palestinian statements on stopping violence

8 February - Welcoming Israeli and Palestinian statements today that they were holding their fire against one

another, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he believed that "their joint announcements to

cease violence after four years of death and suffering provide an opportunity for the peace process to resume."

The United Nations, the United States, the European Union and the Russian Federation form the Quartet

sponsoring the "Road Map" peace process which sets out parallel and reciprocal steps by Israelis and Palestinians, leading to two States living in peace by the end of this year.

"The Secretary-General commends the steps taken by the Israeli and Palestinian leaders and looks forward to further cooperation as part of the implementation of their obligations under the Road Map," said his spokesman, Fred Eckhard. Mr. Annan also complimented Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak for arranging the summit in the Red Sea town of Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, at which the statements were made.

The active participation of Mr. Mubarak and King Abdullah of Jordan would greatly enhance the chances of achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the critical months ahead, Mr. Eckhard said.

Government and rebel leader mark Sudan peace in Security Council chamber

8 February - The two principals in the decades-long Government-rebel conflict in southern Sudan, who

less than three months ago vowed before an extraordinary United Nations Security Council meeting on

their own doorstep in Kenya to make peace, came to the Council's home base in New York today, basking

in the glow of their achievement. A month after they fulfilled their pledge with ink Sudan's First Vice-President Ali Othman Taha and John Garang de Mabior, Chairman of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), attended a session at which the Council had before it a report from Secretary-General Kofi Annan requesting resources to support their accord. Mr. Taha called on the international community to support efforts aimed at reconstruction and development, to lift any economic and trade restrictions or sanctions, to write off all foreign debt, to initiate partnerships with Sudan and to give generously at a forthcoming donors' conference in Oslo, Norway.

Mr. Garang noted the many challenges ahead, including the return of hundreds of thousands of refugees and millions of internally displaced persons (IDPs), some of whom are already moving to their home areas before necessary conditions were in place, thus putting additional strain on host communities. The SPLM needs assistance, he said.

Mr. Annan, who attended the session in view of its historic significance but did not speak, emphasizes in his report the substantial resources needed for relief and recovery and calls for the deployment of a multi-dimensional UN peace support operation that includes more than 10,000 troops and civilian police.

His Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, underlined the important momentum the peace accord in the south could give to efforts to solve Sudan's other major conflict, in Darfur, where tens of thousands of people have been killed and  nearly 2 million displaced in the past two years.

The Council President for February, Ambassador Joel Adechi of Benin, called the 9 January peace accord a "historic moment" of great opportunity, which all the people of Sudan should seize, and said the 15-member body was already working on a resolution to establish a full-fledged UN peace support operation.

The Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission in the Sudan, Baba Gana Kingibe, stressed that the coming weeks would be critical for the smooth take-off of the new agreement and the manner in which its implementation unfolded would determine the future not only of Darfur and other areas in conflict within the Sudan but also the future of the country as a whole.

In a related development, Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Wendy Chamberlin is set to leave on Saturday for a weeklong trip to southern Sudan, Uganda and Kenya, to look at the agency's initial efforts to lay the groundwork for an eventual return of some 500,000 refugees from neighbouring countries.

The extreme lack of infrastructure and basic services in southern Sudan after two decades of conflict means that major investment is needed to rehabilitate communities before such returns can begin. UNHCR has opened three offices in southern Sudan – in Rumbek, Juba and Yei – but without adequate funds the agency cannot fully begin projects to rehabilitate areas of potential return.

Some 223,000 refugees from southern Sudan are in Uganda, 60,000 in Kenya, 88,000 in Ethiopia, 69,000 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), an estimated 36,000 in the Central African Republic and 30,000 in Egypt. The conflict in the south has also displaced an estimated 4 million more people within Sudan.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**Guest at Noon
Joining us today will be Ambassador Dumisani Kumalo of South Africa.  He is the Chairman of the Commission on Social Development, and he will brief on the work of the Commission’s forty-third session, which begins tomorrow.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding an open meeting today on Sudan.

Sudanese First Vice-President Ali Othman Taha; John Garang, Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement; the Secretary-General’s Special Representative Jan Pronk; the African Union Commission’s Special Representative Baba Gana Kingibe; and Security Council President, Ambassador Joël Adechi of Benin, are on the speakers’ list. 

The Secretary-General attended the meeting.

Jan Pronk, in his statement, summarized the findings of the latest report by the Secretary-General on Darfur, which is out as a document today.

He said:  Over the past six months, performance by the Government of Sudan in complying with its commitments and obligations has been uneven.  Humanitarian access in Darfur has improved.  However, action on human rights, in particular measures to end impunity, have fallen short of what the Government agreed to, and what the Security Council has demanded. 

The Government has shown willingness to make progress in the political talks on Darfur.  However, fighting continues.  The ceasefire has not been kept.  Those responsible for atrocious crimes on a massive scale go unpunished.  Militias continue to attack, claiming that they are not part of any agreement.  And the Government has not stopped them.

This is a dismal picture, Pronk said, and he appealed to all parties concerned, the African Union, as well as members of the Security Council, to find a creative way to expand the present force into one which can stop all attacks.

**Iraq - Vote
Our colleagues in the Electoral Assistance Division tell us that all the results from polling stations around Iraq have made it to Baghdad and are now being tabulated.  

A first result is expected on Thursday.  The final official results will only be confirmed about a week later, once any claims that have come in are resolved.

**Lebanon
The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, Terje Roed-Larsen, continued his visit to Syria and Lebanon today. 

Earlier in the day in Beirut, he met with President Emile Lahoud to whom he delivered a letter from the Secretary-General regarding the implementation of the resolution. 

He also held separate discussions with Prime Minister Omar Karami, Deputy Prime Minister Issam Fares, Foreign Minister Mahmoud Hammoud, Speaker Nabih Berri and other government officials. 

The Special Envoy’s talks have been held in a spirit of dialogue and cooperation, and he is confident that positive results can be expected in the course of his assignment. 

His report to the Security Council is expected to be submitted to the Council in April of this year.

He will continue his meetings tomorrow in Beirut with an array of Lebanese political figures.

**MMB to Washington
The Secretary-General's Chef de Cabinet, Mark Malloch Brown, will be travelling to Washington tomorrow to meet with a number of Congressional leaders.  Malloch Brown is expected to meet, among others, Senators Norm Coleman and Carl Levin of the Senate's Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, and Representatives Henry Hyde and Tom Lantos of the House International Relations Committee. 

Other meetings on Capitol Hill are being scheduled and we will announce them once they are confirmed.

The focus of Malloch Brown's discussion will be the UN's ongoing and management and administrative reforms. 

**DRC - UNICEF
UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, has begun -- along with its partners -- a humanitarian operation to help around 50,000 internally displaced people in the province of Ituri, in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo.

At least 10,000 families in the Djugu territory, north of Bunia, have been displaced in recent weeks by armed groups which have looted and burned down villages and reportedly killed civilians.

Peacekeepers from the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo are currently protecting some of the displaced persons.  And we have more on that upstairs.

**UN Seeks Nearly $3 Million to Help Flood Victims in Guyana
The UN today launched a flash appeal for Guyana, to meet the immediate needs of those hit by the recent floods. 

The appeal amounts to almost $3 million, the majority of which will go towards addressing food and health-related needs.

Jan Egeland, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, hopes that donors will show the same generosity towards Guyana that they have shown towards the countries hit by the tsunami.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Nepal
Nine UN human rights experts today expressed their concern at the actions taken by the King of Nepal to dissolve that country’s constitutional government and suspend civil and political liberties. 

In a joint statement, they expressed particular concern at the wave of arrests and detentions following the 1 February declaration of a state of emergency in Nepal, calling the detentions “a serious setback for the country”.  They called for steps to be taken to reinstall democratic institutions and to protect Nepalese citizens.

We have copies of that statement upstairs.

**Somalia:  Respect for Human Rights Crucial for Stability
On Somalia, unless human rights become a cornerstone of Somalia’s Transitional Federal Government, the long-term stability of the country cannot be guaranteed.

That was the finding of Ghanim Alnajjar, the UN-appointed independent expert on human rights in Somalia, as he wrapped up a thirteen-day mission to the country.

He also called for the immediate release and repatriation of all prisoners of war still being held in Somaliland and Puntland.

And we have more information on Dr. Alnajjar’s trip in a press release upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Now, I was waiting for three statements for the top of the briefing.  I have received one of them; this on the Middle East.  We’ll see if the other two get down here in the next minute or two.

“The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the statements of Palestinian President Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Sharon today in Sharm el-Sheikh.  He believes that their joint announcements to cease violence after four years of death and suffering provide an opportunity for the peace process to resume.  The Secretary-General commends the steps taken by the Israeli and Palestinian leaders and looks forward to further cooperation as part of the implementation of their obligations under the Road Map.

“The Secretary-General also commends Egyptian President Mubarak for organizing the Sharm el-Sheikh summit and for his leadership in the peace process.  He believes that in the critical months ahead, the active participation of Egypt and of King Abdullah of Jordan will greatly enhance the chances of achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the critical months ahead.”

That’s all I have for you.

Any questions?
Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, are you aware of any kind of UN report on the investigation on the market (inaudible) in Sarajevo during the war?  I believe it was 1994.  So, apparently according to some press reports in Bosnia, there are some reports that the UN is doing that investigation and that there is already a newer report, and that that changes the common sense of what had happened.

Spokesman:  A new report?

Question:  Yes, UN report.

Spokesman:  No, I am not aware of that.  I can check for you, but I haven’t heard anything about that.

Question:  (Inaudible)...I’d ask, but you’re the guy who would know that, of course.

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  But we’ll check on it.

Massoud?
Question:  What does Mr. Mark Malloch Brown expect to achieve by going to Washington to explain UN actions to the US lobby groups?

Spokesman:  Well, this is a follow-up to the interim report by Paul Volcker’s committee or commission.  And it is to report to the US lawmakers what the United Nations has done in recent years to reform its administrative and management practices.  And I think that if any lawmaker anywhere in the world would like a briefing on what we have been doing quietly over the years --usually not things that we expect would be of much interest to you, such as reforming our procurement process, overhauling our personnel process, creating a new budget process -- all of things that have been carried out as part of Kofi Annan’s reform agenda…

Anyway, so, it’s basically an informational briefing on his part to make them aware of what we have done and what may yet remain to be done as a result of reading Volcker’s report.  

Question:  How is he obligated to present this to US lawmakers, would you say?  Has it been done before?  Or is it a new precedent-setting trend that he is doing now?

Spokesman:  No.  It’s perfectly normal for the Secretary-General or his senior people to visit Member States, particularly the host country, on a variety of matters.  We go to Washington regularly.  Almost every time the Secretary-General is in Washington, he tries to see members of Congress, as he does when he visits other countries.  It’s kind of standard for this Secretary-General to meet with lawmakers.  He’s tried to draw parliamentarians closer to the United Nations, generally.  That’s also been one of his strengths of reform.

So, we think the UN’s relations...(Interrupted).

Question:  I suppose this is the first visit by any UN Secretary-General’s Chef de Cabinet to Washington?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  There was only one previous Chef de Cabinet, of course, Iqbal Riza.  I don’t know that Mr. Riza ever visited Washington.  But I’ll have to check for you.

Question:  How many Secretaries-General are we talking about?  Boutros-Ghali...?

Spokesman:  I try to deal with a 24-hour news cycle.  The history, you’ll have to go to my office afterwards and we’ll look up what we can for you.

Laura?

Question:  Fred, ultimately, do you know how many claims there have been, any fraud claims in the Iraqi elections?

Spokesman:  No.  You’d have to ask the Iraqi Electoral Commission that, or whoever their spokesman is.

Yes, Mr. Abbadi?
Question:  The Secretary-General (inaudible)...twice the word “critical” in looking through the statement by the Palestinian and Israeli leaders.  In what ways does he see the next few months as being critical? 

Spokesman:  That’s a historical question as well.  I think everyone knows that with the death of President Arafat, fresh efforts have been made to revive peace talks in the Middle East.  There was anticipation that early in this new year there would be fresh efforts by the Quartet.  And there has been over the last couple of months growing expectation that there is new room to manoeuvre on the Middle Eastern front, and I think the events in Sharm el-Sheikh of today confirm that.

So, the Secretary-General is looking forward to seeing this process continue on the positive track it now appears to be on.

**Statement by the Secretary-General on Resignation of Ms. Elisabeth Lindenmayer
Let me read this.  It’s by the Secretary-General regarding his Deputy Chef de Cabinet, Elisabeth Lindenmayer:

“It is with sadness that I have accepted the resignation of my Deputy Chef de Cabinet, Ms. Elisabeth Lindenmayer, effective immediately.

“Ms. Lindenmayer served the United Nations with exceptional loyalty, competence and diligence since 1977.  She had an extensive career in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, where she served in several senior positions.  Ms. Lindenmayer also served in the Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Finance, the Office of Human Resources Management, and as my Executive Assistant in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General.  I am deeply grateful for her unstinting support and her steadfast commitment to the principles of the Charter, and I know that her many friends throughout the UN family and around the world join me in wishing her all the best in the years to come.”

Any questions on that?
Question:  Who is taking her place?

Spokesman:  On an acting basis, it is Michael Moller, who is a Director in the Secretary-General’s office.  And the search for a replacement is under way.

Sylviane?
Question:  Is it because there is a reshuffling in the Secretariat that she is leaving?

Spokesman:  No, this was Ms. Lindenmayer’s initiative and I would have to let her speak for herself.

Question:  (Inaudible)...Is Paddy Ashdown coming down next week, or?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  That’s next week.  Go to my office, we’ll try to find out for you.

So, Ambassador Kumalo, thank you for coming.  Please come up and tell us about the Commission for Social Development.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

My office has received enquiries regarding the schedule of the sixtieth session of the General Assembly.  I would like to give you some information in that connection.

The General Assembly’s sixtieth session will start on Tuesday, 13 September.  The High-Level Plenary Meeting of the sixtieth session will run from 14-16 September.  The general debate will last from 17-28 September.

You can find upstairs resolution A/res/59/145 which has more details regarding the modalities and format of the sixtieth session.

The second item has to do with the President’s travel.

This morning, General Assembly President Jean Ping addressed the Corporate Council on Africa.  The theme of his statement was:  “Which opportunities in Central Africa, particularly in Gabon, can bring Americans to strengthen their business presence in this region?”

President Ping made this address in Washington, D.C., and he is coming back to New York to chair, this afternoon, the eighth informal meeting of the General Committee.  In that connection, he is expected to address a number of issues.  The first issue has to do with the structure of the preliminary list of items to be included in the provisional agenda of the sixtieth regular session of the General Assembly.

In that connection, the President sent, on 4 February, a letter to members of the Committee attaching a draft structure for the preliminary list of items for that session.  The new structure is slightly different from that of the agenda of the fifty-ninth session in that it proposes to have some basic household items moved to a different segment.  It also addresses the issue where substantive items will be dealt with.  The President’s idea is to encourage consultation among Member States, leading to that document serving as a blueprint for the agenda of the future sessions as well.

The second item the President expects to cover this afternoon has to do with the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly.  In that connection, the President will share with the meeting the fact that he held consultations last week with facilitators.  That was last Tuesday.  And also, he will share with the meeting some of the work of the General Assembly in the near future.

In that connection, he will mention the following:  the fact that yesterday there was the meeting of the open-ended working group on the question of equitable representation on an increase in the membership of the Security Council and other matters related to the Security Council.  Second item:  a meeting of the working group of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations, which began on 2 February, will continue until 25 February.

Thereafter, the Special Political and Colonization Committee, otherwise known as the Fourth Committee, will meet to resume consideration of agenda item 77, which is about comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping operations in all its aspects.

The working group of the Sixth Committee on the convention against the reproductive cloning of human beings will convene on Monday and Tuesday, 14 and 15 February.  The Sixth Committee will convene its meeting on Friday, 18 February, to consider and take action on the report of the working group.

After the Committees have met, the General Assembly will schedule meetings to take up the recommendations of the two Committees.

Another item that the President will address this afternoon has to do with a meeting of the General Assembly to be held on 15 February to elect a member of the International Court of Justice.

There are some plenary items that have yet to be considered, such as agenda item 24, prevention of armed conflict, and agenda item 156, multilingualism.  There are also some other items with pending draft proposals that need to be taken up.

The General Assembly will schedule meetings whenever delegations are ready to address these items.

Another item to be addressed this afternoon, which has been covered in the past in these briefings, is the informal meeting of the plenary the day after tomorrow, 10 February 2005, to continue the exchange of views on the Sachs report.

And as of 22 February, again, this has been mentioned in this briefing, another informal meeting of the plenary will be held to exchange views on the two reports.  That is, the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, and what is commonly referred to as the Jeffrey Sachs report.

This afternoon at 4:30, the ninth informal meeting of the General Committee, will hear a presentation by Mr. Anwarul Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, on addressing the needs of those countries.

That’s all I have for you.

Any questions?
If not, thank you.

* *** *
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ENS - UN Environment Chief Awarded Prestigious German Prize


This Day (Lagos) - UNEP Boss Laments Loss of Biodiversity


UN News Service - Annan Calls for Across-the-Board Cooperation to Save Central Africa's Forests


UN News Centre - Annan calls for across-the-board cooperation to save Central Africa’s forests


Scoop - UN - Cooperation To Save Central Africa’s Forests


A2gay.uk - URGENT ACTION NEEDED TO SAVE AGE-OLD AFRICAN ROCK ART,


IPS - ENVIRONMENT-CUBA:Fish Return to Havana Bay


Reuters - After delays, Kyoto global warming pact to come into force 


The Telegraph - Tsunami did tilt earth, but by a few centimeters


California Bureau - Analysis: Methyl bromide still an international political football


The Independent – Bangladesh :Water hyacinth as a natural resource and its economic utilisation
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