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 Maurice Strong: capitalist, environmentalist with taste for world diplomacy 

OTTAWA (CP) _ Maurice Strong, the Canadian dispatched this week as a special United Nations envoy to

      assess the humanitarian situation in North Korea, has come a long way from a poor boyhood in rural

      Manitoba. 

      Strong, 73, a special adviser to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, has been drawn to the world body since

      he took a job there as a teenage security guard in 1947. 

      Between then and now, though, he managed to make himself wealthy as a businessman while also doing

      stints of public service and garnering a hatful of honours, from the Order of Canada to the Swedish Royal

      Order of the Polar Star. 

      David Runnalls, president of the Winnipeg-based International Institute for Sustainable Development, has

      known and worked with Strong on and off for more than 30 years. He said Strong moves back and forth

      "between the private sector and the international public sector every decade or so.'' 

      "The thing, I think, that affected him as much as anything else is he was brought up very poor in rural

      Manitoba,'' Runnalls said. 

      "He ran away from home and ended up as a security guard at the UN when the UN was first getting started .

      . . and he got so impressed by international staff at that stage that he knew that that was where he

      wanted to focus his efforts.'' 

      First, though, he went home to Canada and began building his fortune as an oil trader. He went on to

      become president of Power Corp. 

      "He's very unusual,'' said Geoff Pearson, a veteran of Canadian diplomacy and son of former prime minister

      Lester Pearson. 

      "He was a very successful businessman who decided he wanted to be a world diplomat or a statesman,

      mainly interested in the environment.'' 

      Strong never attended university, but has honorary degrees from more than 40. 

      Lester Pearson tabbed Strong in the 1960s to run the predecessor of the Canadian International

      Development Agency. That job served Strong well when the UN began to organize its first conference on the

      environment. 

      The Third World scoffed at environmental concerns as "rich man's problems.'' 

      "But the developing countries trusted Maurice because of his work with CIDA,'' said Geoff Pearson. 

      The 1972 conference was a success and Strong became the first head of the UN environment program. 

      "Maurice persisted in not behaving like a UN bureaucrat,'' Runnalls recalled. "He behaved like somebody who

      had a direct connection with people. He directly appealed to the environmentalists almost over the heads of

      governments.'' 

      Then-prime minister Pierre Trudeau brought Strong back home as head of Petro Canada, a job which earned

      him the scorn of the Alberta oil establishment. 

      "I believe they kicked him out of the Petroleum Club in Calgary,'' Runnalls said. 

      Strong would later be named head of Ontario Hydro at a time when the public utility was wallowing in red

      ink. He managed to stabilize Hydro, but only after job cuts and layoffs which prompted anger in many

      quarters. 

      He maintained his ties to the UN, serving as an undersecretary general six times, adviser to the president of

      the World Bank and adviser to Annan on UN reform, earning the princely salary of $1 a year. 

      Along the way, he was demonized by conservative elements, especially in the United States, where he was

      seen by some as a leader in an effort to undermine national sovereignty in the name of environmentalism. 

      Strong rose to international prominence as secretary general of the 1992 Earth summit in Rio de Janeiro. 

      While his credentials lie mainly in the environmental arena, his mission to North Korea recalls his work in

      Africa as executive co-ordinator of the UN Office for Emergency Operations in Africa during the famine relief  effort of 1984-86. 

      Runnalls also said Strong has connections in Beijing, which may help him deal with the secretive and

      withdrawn North Korean regime. 

      Pearson said Strong may be unique. There have been many philanthropists who have poured money into

      international causes and foundations, but Strong has always gone beyond that. 

      "He doesn't send money, he goes himself.'''

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

Sceptical environmentalist runs into trouble in own backyard 

By Vanessa Houlder 

When Bjorn Lomborg, a 38-year-old statistician, published an attack on environmental doom-mongering in The Skeptical Environmentalist in 2001, he knew he was going to ruffle feathers.

But nothing could have prepared him for the extraordinary reaction that greeted the book. It has sparked a polarised debate in which champions eulogised its courage, while critics condemned it.

These criticisms came to a head this week when Mr Lomborg's peers in the Danish research agency, the Committee on Scientific Dishonesty, which is funded by the Danish government, judged the publication "contrary to the standards of good scientific practice".

The committee's investigation is the closest the scientific community can muster to an official response to a work that has raised questions about the relationship between science and politics.

At first sight, it is unclear why the book - a critique of the environmental movement - should have caused such a storm. It contains no new research, its message is not original and, as Mr Lomborg acknowledges, its author has no particular expertise in environmental matters.

Yet the book's popularity - it has been reprinted 25 times - suggests it has tapped a rich vein. The book has a reassuring message which is attractive to those who are reluctant to make the changes in lifestyle prescribed by environmental activists.

"It is very convenient if someone comes along and says there is no problem," says Professor Brian Hoskins of the UK's Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution.

The level of popularity seemed to exercise the minds of the Danish committee members. The US reaction, for example, was significant, the committee believed. "The USA is the society with the highest energy consumption in the world, and there are powerful interests in the USA bound up with increasing energy consumption and with the belief in free market forces."

The Danish scientists were also troubled by the enthusiastic media coverage that greeted the book, which they say may have triggered the furious reaction of the scientific community. They complained about Mr Lomborg's "personal attacks" and his willingness to accept "nothing of the massive criticism".

Mr Lomborg offers a different reason for the fury provoked by his book. "Most of the left-wing has so fallen in love with the notion that things are going badly, that they see [the book] as an attack on their entire way of life, all their values."

Mr Lomborg, a former Greenpeace member, says he, too, used to accept the view that the environmental state of the world was worsening. But when he analysed the data he concluded the opposite: that the world has unprecedented prosperity, there are enough resources, the burden of pollution has diminished and fears about chemical toxicity, loss of biodiversity and global warming are exaggerated.

The book concludes: "Children born today - in both the industrialised world and developing countries - will live longer and be healthier. They will get more food, a better education, a high standard of living, more leisure time and far more possibilities - without the global environment being destroyed."

His assertions and his claim that environmental activists had distorted and exaggerated data rebounded on him. Many scientists said his work was flawed by an inadequate understanding of science.

Mr Lomborg has fought back against the criticism. He says the conclusions of the Danish committee are unfounded because, rather than evaluate his alleged errors, it relied on an article published a year ago in Scientific American.

The criticisms of the Danish scientists are unlikely to blunt the demand for the book. It has already withstood attacks by many scientists and journals. Indeed, sales increased after it was condemned by Scientific American last year.

Some of the book's defenders, such as The Economist, dismiss the criticisms by saying that environmental policy should not be left to scientists.

Indeed the most important ramifications of the controversy may be the lessons it offers concerning science's contribution to environmental policy-making, according to a commentary in the science journal Nature last year. As with the controversy over BSE, cloning or vaccination, it shows that science is the battlefield on which lobbyists manipulate "facts" to support their position, in the view of Roger Pielke of the University of Colorado.

"The Lomborg affair merits attention not because of its robust criticism, character assassination and pressure politics - these are nothing new - but because its extremeness could mark a watershed in how science relates to policy and politics."



_______________________________________________________________________________________

UN WIRE - DENMARK: Research Panel Denounces "Skeptical Environmentalist" 
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PRIVATE
Danish statistics professor and former Greenpeace activist Bjorn Lomborg, whose 1999 book The Skeptical Environmentalist sparked controversy with its rejection of many prevailing ideas, was denounced yesterday by the "scientific dishonesty" panel of the Danish Research Agency, an agency of Denmark's Ministry of Research.

Lomborg has frequently dismissed what he referred to in his book as "phantom problems" -- global climate change, overpopulation, hunger -- "created and perpetuated by a self-serving environmental movement." He said in the book that the "air and water around us are becoming less and less polluted" (Eric Pianin, Washington Post, Jan. 8). The Kyoto Protocol, according to Lomborg, would do more economic damage than global warming would do without the treaty (UN Wire, June 11).

The research panel concluded that Lomborg "clearly acted at variance with good scientific practice" and lacks "any special scientific expertise" related to the "extraordinarily wide-ranging scientific topics" in his book.

The book received significant media attention, as well as praise from corporate interests and U.S. libertarians, the Washington Post reports, but it sparked criticism from environmental groups and academics who called Lomborg selective in his use of data and secondary materials. In a letter to the book's publisher in July, 11 scientists wrote, "We rarely see this type of careless and manipulative scholarship in the undergraduates we teach" (Pianin, Washington Post).


 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Washington Post

Gadfly ruled guilty of bad science in book that blackened the green lobby 
By Eric Pianin 
January 9 2003 

Once hailed as a brilliant iconoclast who challenged environmentalists' gloom-and-doom prognoses of global warming, overpopulation and worldwide hunger, the Danish author Bjorn Lomborg has been denounced by a panel of his country's top scientists for engaging in "scientific dishonesty". 

Lomborg, an associate professor of statistics at Denmark's University of Aarhus and a former member of Greenpeace, concluded in his best-selling 1999 book, The Sceptical Environmentalist, that "air and water around us are becoming less and less polluted. Mankind's lot has actually improved in terms of practically every measurable indicator". 

Members of the Danish Research Agency said Lomborg had "clearly acted at variance with good scientific practice" in light of his "one-sidedness in the choice of data and line of argument".

The panel, responsible for investigating allegations of scientific dishonesty, said Lomborg lacked "any special scientific expertise" in dealing with "the extraordinarily wide-ranging scientific topics" in his book.

Lomborg has portrayed 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Panel: Skeptical Environmentalist Perverted Message 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark, January 8, 2003 (ENS) - An official Danish   scientific ethics panel has ruled that Bjorn Lomborg "perverted the scientific   message" in his book "The Sceptical Environmentalist," which disputes the  seriousness of many key environmental problems. The decision is an embarrassment for the Danish government, which last year installed Lomborg   as head of a new Environmental Assessment Institute (IMV). 

                      Part of Denmark's Committees on Scientific Dishonesty, the panel decided to examine Lomborg's book after receiving several complaints. It has cleared him of the most serious charge of misleading readers deliberately or through gross  negligence, but nevertheless finds the book to be "clearly contrary to the standards of good scientific practice." 

                      Bjorn Lomborg authored the controversial book. (Photo courtesy Bjorn Lomborg)

                      A key challenge for the committee was whether, in  fact, the book could be regarded as a work of science  and therefore within its jurisdiction. 

                      A working party remained split over the issue for a long time, but concluded that "subject to the proviso  that the book is to be evaluated as science, there has  been a perversion of the scientific message in the  form of systematically biased representation." 

                      The ruling has sparked a media storm in Denmark, with the credibility both of  Lomborg's institute and of the government being called into question. Most  Members of Parliament want an inquiry into all the work carried out by the   IMV since it was set up a year ago, it is being reported. 

                      Lomborg was unbowed yesterday, arguing that the scientific committee had  failed to document any examples of bias. Neither had it taken a position on  accusations of bias levelled by others. The decision was therefore  "inexplicable," he said. 

                      A spokesperson at Lomborg's office told reporters he does not intend  to  resign his position at IMV. 

                      "The Skeptical Environmentalist" challenges beliefs that the global environment is progressively getting worse. Lomborg maintains that the  global environment has actually improved and criticizes environmental organizations that make "selective and misleading use of scientific data to influence decisions about the allocation of limited resources." 

                      In Chapter 1, Lomborg recognizes the hostility of the Danish government to   his attitude. "It is not surprising, albeit a little depressing, that several  environmental pundits, and indeed the Danish Secretary of the Environment,  have tried to claim that I am probably just a right wing radical - or at least a                  messenger boy for the right. But of course, such an argument is blatantly irrelevant. My claim is that things are improving and this is necessarily a  discussion which has to be based on facts." 

                      "The Skeptical Environmentalist" is a "useful corrective to the more alarmist  accounts favored by green activists and the media," Lomborg says. 

                      Lomborg is an associate professor of statistics in the Department of Politital Science at Denmark's University of Aarhus. In 1998 he published four articles  about the state of the environment in a Danish newspaper, which generated  over 400 articles in major metropolitan newspapers debating his views. The                     articles led to the publication of "The Skeptical Environmentalist" in 2001,  which has now been published in English, Danish, Swedish, Icelandic,  German, and Portugese. _____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Teamwork Needed to Decipher Environmental Science 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      ARLINGTON, Virginia, January 8, 2003 (ENS) - A new internal report calls on  the National Science Foundation to embrace a more interdisciplinary approach  to its work in order to provide the public and policymakers with the  information and tools to address critical environmental challenges. 

                      Advances in science have expanded the horizons of what can be studied, the  report's authors wrote, and have created the demand for collaborative teams of engineers and natural and social scientists to move beyond current  disciplinary research and educational frameworks. 

                      The report, "Complex Environmental Systems: Synthesis for Earth, Life, and  Society in the 21st Century," provides recommendations for the National Science Foundation's next decade of environmental research and education   programs. It was prepared over the past two years by the foundation's  Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education and  presented to National Science Foundation (NSF) directors today at the  foundation's headquarters in Arlington. 

                      "Environmental researchers and educators in the next decade have to be  synthesizers," said NSF Director Rita Colwell. "This is not just another   report." 

                      Rita Colwell heads the National Science Foundation. (Photo courtesy NSF)

                      The National Science Foundation needs to build on its  solid accomplishments in a wide variety of science and engineering disciplines, according to the report, in  order to integrate its efforts and expertise into a more interdisciplinary culture. 

                      "This is a calling for a cultural change of the   foundation," said Margaret Leinen, NSF assistant                      director for geosciences and coordinator for environmental research and education. "We must enhance current efforts and emerging interdisciplinary  efforts." 

                      The advisory committee found that NSF is "uniquely suited to carry out  fundamental, complex environmental systems across broad areas because it  funds all fields of science and engineering." 

                      This support for environmental programs, according to the report, needs to be  expanded in the social sciences, cyberinfrastructure, observing systems and  education. 

                      "This report represents a significant advancement in our thinking on  environmental science and education," said David Skole, current chair of the  NSF Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education. Skole is   also the professor and director of the Center for Global Change and Earth                      Observations at Michigan State University. 

                      A key component of the strategy outlined in the report is the call for long term  funding plans to incorporate interdisciplinary approaches. 

                      "The concept of synthesis based research is a touchstone for environmental  research and education and long term support is necessary to fulfill its  promise," said Stephanie Pfirman, past chair of the advisory committee and  chair of the Department of Environmental Science at Barnard College. 

                      The report does not directly call for more funding for NSF's Environmental  Research and Education efforts, which received some $825 million in fiscal   2001. 

                      The National Science Foundation currently operates on some $5 billion a year.   According to the foundation, it reviews some 32,000 competitive proposals a    year and funds some 20,000 awards annually. 

                                      Warren Washington chairs the National Science Board. (Photo courtesy NSF)

                                      "There is very strong support among all board  members for this effort," said Warren Washington, the chair of the National Science Board. The 24 member National Science Board guides NSF's activities. The  National Science Foundation is an independent federal  agency that supports all fields of science, mathematics and engineering. 

                      The report calls for increased focus on three specific, interrelated areas - coupled human and natural systems, coupled biological and physical  systems, and people and technology. Within these areas, the report identifies  10 research areas, and should serve as a "rallying call" for new efforts, Pfirman                     said. 

                      Under coupled and natural systems, the report lists four interrelated major  research challenges - land, resources and the built environment; human health  and the environment; freshwater resources, estuaries, and coastal environments; environmental services and valuation. 

                      A better understanding of the effects of changing land use, for example, could   shed light on a host of other related concerns, such as human health and disease, food security and pollution, Skole said. 

                      The report details a NSF supported program in the Miombo Woodlands of  southern Africa that is exploring ecology and land use, focused on an interdisciplinary study of processes, interactions, and impacts of  environmental changes on livelihoods. 

                      Miombo woodlands in  Tanzania (Photo by David Olson courtesy WWF)

                      The Miombo Woodlands system includes all those Southern and Central African ecosystems

                      which occur under a hot,  subhumid, seasonally  wet climate on soils derived from acid

                      crystalline geologies.

                      Miombo woodlands occupy about five million square kilometers (1.93 million square miles), and support about 100 million people with food, fuel, building  materials, medicines and water. 

                      Within coupled biological and physical systems, the report lays out three interrelated major research areas - biochemical cycles, climate variability and change, and biodiversity and ecosystem dynamics. Improved understanding  of climate variability, the report explains, requires the integration of a region's                      biological, social and economic characteristics and trends. 

                      For the area of people and technology, the report focuses on materials and  process development, decision making and uncertainty, and institutions and environmental systems. 

                      The integration of the physical, biological and social sciences is fundamental  for increased understanding of individual and collective human behavior and  for the successful implementation of new environmental technologies and   policies, according to the report. 

                      To succeed in these 10 areas of research and to better integrate research and  education, the report points to a dire need for improved environmental  education, training, infrastructure and technical capacity. The authors call for  more diversity within environmental science and education. 

                      "Science and engineering alone can't provide all the answers," Colwell said. "We need innovative approaches for education." 

                                      Margaret Leinen is NSF assistant director for geosciences and coordinator for environmental research and education. (Photo  courtesy NSF)

                                      Interdisciplinary science, engineering and education  must be built from the ground up, said NSF's Leinen,  through a range of strategic partnerships within the National Science Foundation, with other U.S.  government agencies, with international organizations  and governments. 

                      Officials from seven other U.S. government agencies attended today's  presentation, and Colwell believes NSF has a good track record of working  with other organizations. 

                      "The interaction with other government agencies has never been stronger,"   she said. "We need to process data into answers and into the wisdom we so  desperately  need." 

                      The current focus on national security should benefit, rather than harm, the  NSF's funding, Colwell believes. 

                      "Fundamental research is absolutely essential to national security and  economic prosperity," Colwell said. "Working in the environment is an  important component in how we protect our nation." 

                      For a copy of the NSF report, see:  http://www.nsf.gov/geo/ere/ereweb/index.cfm
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Greenpeace Gives Dow Chemical Taste of Bhopal Waste 

                      AMSTERDAM, Netherlands, January 7, 2003 (ENS) - Greenpeace and  survivors of the world's worst industrial disaster in Bhopal, India today  dumped poisonous waste collected from the disaster scene at the largest  European operation of Dow Chemical, Dow Benelux in the southern Dutch  town of Terneuzen. About 20 activists were arrested. 

                      Ten Greenpeace activists, including John Passacantando, executive director   of Greenpeace in the United States, and Rashida Bi, leader of the Bhopal Gas Victim Women's Union, unloaded 250 kilograms of the waste. Three activists   abseiled down the Dow Benelux building and hung eight huge photographs                      depicting Bhopal and a banner which called on Dow to clean up Bhopal. 

                                                          Greenpeace activists on their  way to Dow headquarters in  the Netherlands to deliver  waste from the Bhopal site in India (Photos courtesy Greenpeace/Bas Beent Jes )

                                                          Contained in seven  barrels, the waste was  abandoned in Bhopal  after the release of  poisonous gas in 1984,  and it has been  poisoning people there.  The waste was  transported to Europe in  the Greenpeace ship "Arctic Sunrise." 

                      The hazardous waste returned today is a tiny part of the hundreds of tons  that have been strewn around the derelict Union Carbide pesticide plant in  Bhopal. Dow acquired Union Carbide in February 2001. 

                      In 1984 a toxic gas leak at the plant killed 8,000 people and injured half a  million. No one has accepted responsibility for the waste or cleaned up the  site. 

                      In November, the Bhopal Municipal Corporation said water near the factory,  where some 20,000 people live, is not safe to drink. 

                      Also in November, Dow Chemical was forced by a U.S. court to release internal Union Carbide documents showing safety features at Bhopal were eliminated in order to save money, the British journal "New Scientist" reports. Union Carbide documents revealed that by 1989, the company suspected that                  the factory grounds were contaminated by hazardous chemicals. 

                      "For 18 years, chemicals have leaked into the soil and ground water in and around the factory site and have been poisoning people who survived the gas  leak. Today, the death toll stands at 20,000 and is rising every day. Children  born to survivors are suffering health problems and 150,000 people are in                    urgent  need of medical attention," Greenpeace says. 

                                            Greenpeace activists deliver waste barrel to Dow   Benelux. 

                                            A new report released by Greenpeace today   presents more evidence of contamination                                            from chemical waste dumped at the plant.   Greenpeace scientists have identified  numerous poisons in the waste, including   Sevin, the pesticide Union Carbide used to   manufacture in Bhopal, and BHC, a mixture of toxic chemicals that can damage the   nervous system, liver and kidneys and  which can be passed from mother to child in  the womb. 

                                            "We will not let Dow bury this crime in India   but will carry on returning evidence to the  company worldwide to confront it with its   responsibilities towards all those who are being poisoned because of its   failure to accept its pending liabilities in Bhopal," said Ganesh Nochur,  campaigner from Greenpeace India onboard the "Arctic Sunrise." 

                      In November 2002, activists from Greenpeace and the International Campaign  for Justice in Bhopal were arrested when they attempted to start cleaning up   the toxic waste in Bhopal. On December 2nd 2002, they returned samples of  contaminated soil and water from around the plant to Dow's Indian                      headquarters in Bombay. 

                      Dow is now suing the Bhopal survivors and Greenpeace for loss of working   time allegedly incurred by this non-violent direct action. 

                      The International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal is calling on Dow to clean   up the site, provide people with clean drinking water, long term medical care  and full compensation. 

                      The campaign is urging international legislation to be put in place to make  sure companies are held responsible for the pollution or accidents their  operations cause.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

INTERVIEW - New environment head to call politicians' bluff

  LONDON - Tony Juniper is a man on a mission - to force politicians to stop just talking about saving the environment and start actually

  doing it. 

  "We are calling the bluff of the politicians who have adopted environmentalists' clothes," Juniper, the new executive director of the

  England, Wales and Northern Ireland branch of Friends of the Earth, told Reuters in an interview. 

  "For too long now they have taken our words but failed to turn them into actions. We now have to shift our challenge to a higher level,"

  the grey haired 42-year-old said. 

  Juniper, campaigns director since 1996 and vice chairman of the loose grouping that is Friends of the Earth International since 2000, aims

  to take the fight to the corridors of power with sustained lobbying using data rather than drama. 

  "The time is now right to move beyond what has seemed to some a random set of objectives," he said, seated in his small and cluttered

  office in central London. 

  Campaigns on transport policy, genetically modified crops, climate change, access to resources, sustainable development and

  consumption patterns will feature high among the organisation's priorities globally in coming years. 

  "FoE has have been remarkably successful in Britain, and we need to build on that and use our expertise to help the campaigns globally,

  because these are global issues," said Juniper, whose own area of expertise is parrots. 

  REBALANCE CONSUMPTION 

  One of the targets the organisation is setting itself in a new five-year strategic plan is to set out an alternative agenda to unfettered

  globalisation where economic growth is the mantra of sustainable development and social upliftment. 

  "It simply does not work like that," he said. "We have globalisation and yet inequality is growing." 

  A United Nations report in 2001 painted a bleak picture of a a world population set to surge 50 percent to 9.3 billion people in the next half

  century. 

  Water was being used at unsustainable rates, with 1.1 billion people already deprived of access to clean water - a figure set to rise

  dramatically in coming years. 

  "There is a finite set of resources on this planet being consumed in an extremely unequal fashion. We have to rebalance consumption,"

  Juniper said. 

  "We also need to bring social justice into the environmental debate. Even at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg in September supposedly

  sensible politicians were trying to insist the two were completely separate," he added. 

  But image has always been something of a problem for the group that claims 100,000 members in Britain and 1.1 million in 68 countries

  across the world. 

  While high-tech fellow environment campaign group Greenpeace has tended to grab the headlines with its spectacular raids on places and

  activities it deems objectionable, Friends of the Earth has been lower profile, working quietly behind the scenes. 

  "We are seen as the more spiritual end of the market - in short, as a bunch of hippies," Juniper said. "We have always had a reluctance to

  push the organisation beyond the issues. It is a very difficult balance to strike." 

  "We have to be both sensible and interesting, but we are not going to push the FoE brand. We are not going to start wearing grey suits,

  but we also don't tend to wear kaftans either." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

 Senate bill aims to cut US emissions

  WASHINGTON - Republican John McCain and Democrat Joseph Lieberman will introduce Senate legislation yesterday that would slash

  emissions spewed by U.S. utilities and industrial plants that are linked to global warming. 

  The bipartisan legislation comes amid data showing that 2002 was the second-warmest year on record. 

  The bill was likely to be opposed by the Bush administration, which rejected U.S. participation in the Kyoto treaty to reduce heat-trapping

  emissions because it would be too costly to the U.S. economy. The White House contends more study is needed to determine the causes

  of global warming. 

  The United States is the world's biggest energy consumer and also largest producer of global warming emissions. 

  The McCain-Lieberman bill would set a nationwide cap to limit pollution from the electricity, industrial, commercial and transportation fuel

  sectors, which together are responsible for nearly 80 percent of U.S. emissions. 

  Starting in 2010, emissions from these sectors would be capped at 2000 levels, according to the bill. In 2016, the cap would be reduced to

  1990 levels, which is the target level in a climate treaty signed by the first President George Bush and ratified by the Senate in 1992. 

  U.S. companies would have to reduce their own emissions, or purchase polluting credits from other firms. Such an emissions trading

  market is similar to an approach taken by Congress a decade ago to curb acid rain. 

  Environmental groups praised the legislation. 

  "McCain and Lieberman are pressing forward with real, market-based solutions even as the White House continues giving the biggest

  polluters a free pass," said David Doniger, climate center policy director at the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

  The Senate Commerce Committee, which is chaired by McCain, will hold a global warming hearing Wednesday on the bill. 

  "Up until now the climate policy has been hypothetical. The debate will now have at the center of it a specific proposal with a

  comprehensive trading system and a target for reductions," said Joseph Goffman, a senior attorney with Environmental Defense. 

  It remained unclear whether similar legislation would be offered in the House, which is also controlled by Republicans. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE

General Environment News

Iberian lynx 'racing against time'
Europe's last big cat, the Iberian lynx, is fighting a desperate struggle for survival, a global conservation group says. IUCN, the World Conservation Union, says the lynx can escape extinction, but it is racing against time. To help the lynx, IUCN says the region's rabbit population must also be restored. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2634853.stm
Greenpeace Gives Dow Chemical Taste of Bhopal Waste 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands, January 7, 2003 (ENS) - Greenpeace and survivors of the world's worst industrial disaster in Bhopal, India today dumped poisonous waste collected from the disaster scene at the largest European operation of Dow Chemical, Dow Benelux in the southern Dutch town of Terneuzen… Contained in seven barrels, the waste was abandoned in Bhopal after the release of poisonous gas in 1984, and it has been poisoning people there. The waste was transported to Europe in the Greenpeace ship "Arctic Sunrise." 

http://ens-news.com/ens/jan2003/2003-01-07-04.asp
Political news

Financial Times, page 2, 8 January: EUROPE: France adamant over opposing CAP reform

Hervè Gaymard, French agricultural minister, said changes to open up farming radically to market forces were unrealistic. He told a farming conference in Oxford, Britain: "Our partners in industrialised nations are not ready to eliminate their public support policies for agriculture. They have not committed themselves to doing so in international forums and do not believe that it would be to the advantage of developing countries. Therefore let us stop dreaming."… He said France favoured limited reforms but added: "It does not subscribe to the view that the CAP and agricultural policies constitute obstacles to the development of poor countries and for this reason should be eliminated or, at the very least, greatly modified."

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030108000522&query=EU+agricultural+policy&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –08 January  2003 
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CHILE: Planting in the Desert
SANTIAGO - Former miners and retired workers in the town of Canto de Agua, 700 km north of the Chilean capital, are growing organic oregano in the middle of the desert, joining the ranks of the expanding mode of farming that is free of toxic chemical substances. 

These new farmers obtain water from subterranean aquifers to irrigate a quarter hectare of oregano, though plans are to extend production to nine hectares. The only fertilizer used on the field is goat manure. The National Agricultural Development Institute (INDAP) is backing this endeavor through a support program for low-income farmers. 

There are hundreds of farmers in Chile who use organic methods to produce vegetables, avocados, citrus fruits, honey, strawberries, cherries, and the quinua grain, as well as innovative organic worm farms. 

In 1999-2000, income from Chile's organic product exports totaled four million dollars. Farmers here have developed organic farming with "high standards of quality," says INDAP director Ricardo Halabí. 
BRAZIL: Recyclers Demand Wages

RIO DE JANEIRO - The informal recyclable waste collectors of Curitiba, capital of the southern Brazilian state of Paraná, are demanding that the city pay for the public service they perform in gathering 360 tons of garbage a day. 

This represents 70 percent of the paper, plastic, glass and other recyclable waste that the 1.6 million inhabitants of Curitiba throw out each day, Margaret Matos de Carvalho, coordinator of the state Citizen and Waste Forum, told Tierramérica. 

Wages would not be paid to individuals but would be collected in a fund to benefit the waste collectors and their families, Matos said. 

If they are successful in obtaining payment, it could serve as a model to benefit the hundreds of thousands of workers who pick up the waste on city streets throughout Brazil. In Curitiba, there could be 5,000 to 20,000 people who are sustained by this informal work. 

NORTH AMERICA: NAFTA 'Pollutes Litt

MEXICO CITY - The launch of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994 worsened pollution in the border areas of Mexico and the United States and among some specific industries, but did not produce the environmental disaster that some critics had predicted. 

A report from NAFTA's Environmental Commission maintains that since the treaty took effect the petroleum and metal industries and the transportation manufacturers reduced their contaminating emissions. 

However, along the border areas, air pollution worsened due to the fact that road infrastructure did not expand at the same rate as cargo transport, says the Commission. 

When Mexico, United States and Canada were negotiating the treaty, environmentalists and trade unionists warned that it would bring new environmental problems and aggravate existing pollution in North America, but the NAFTA Commission asserts that this has not occurred. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

8 January 2003

Bizarre Weather Ravages Africans' Crops, Washington Post, 7/1:  Fin recent years, Lesotho has been affected by rain, drought, hailstorms, tornadoes and frost, destroying its crops and leaving one-third of its 2.1 million people on the brink of starvation.  Now, many scientists are saying that those people, along with nearly 40 million other Africans facing famine, may be among the first human victims of climate change.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A19765-2003Jan6.html)

Fight Ahead on Emissions, Washington Post, 7/1:  Despite inevitable resistance from the Bush administration and fellow Congress members, US Senators McCain and Lieberman plan to unveil a proposal this week that would force all US industries to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to 2000 levels by 2010 and 1990 levels by 2016.  The proposal is bound to face stiff opposition from President Bush and from Senator Inhofe, new chair of the Environment and Public Works Committee, both of whom favor voluntary approaches and market incentives over government regulation of industry.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A19534-2003Jan6.html)  (See also a commentary by Senators McLain and Lieberman in the Los Angeles Times of 8 January, entitled “Tap U.S. Innovation to Ease Global Warming” -- http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-lieber8jan08,0,1695094.story?coll=la%2Dnews%2Dcomment%2Dopinions)

Polar Bear Headed For Extinction, Science Daily News, 8/1:  Unless the pace of global warming is abated, polar bears could disappear within 100 years, says a University of Alberta expert in Arctic ecosystems.  (See http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2003/01/030108071248.htm)

Maurice Strong: capitalist, environmentalist with taste for world diplomacy, Canadian Press/Ottawa Citizen, 7/1:  Maurice Strong, dispatched this week as a special United Nations envoy to assess the humanitarian situation in North Korea, has come a long way from a poor boyhood in Canada.  Beginning as a UN security guard in 1947, he made himself wealthy back home as a businessman while also doing stints of public service, such as the head of Canada’s development agency in the 1960s, the first head of the UN environment programme and the SG of the Rio Earth Summit.  Strong may be unique in that while there have been many philanthropists who have poured money into international causes and foundations, he has always gone beyond that by his personal involvement.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id=7AF16A61-8B54-4FF9-AEA8-52930BC59F87)

Fewer species mean more diseases, UPI, 7/1:  Shrinking biodiversity across the planet could lead to increased risk of animal-borne infections such as Lyme disease, researchers from NY’s Union College are warning.  In findings reported in this week's online Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, the scientists said in areas with low species diversity, most ticks feed on white-footed mice, which transmit Lyme disease to 40 to 90 percent of the ticks that feed on them. The investigators said they suspect that human encroachment and fragmentation of undeveloped forests with roads and housing are to be blamed.  (See http://www.upi.com/print.cfm?StoryID=20030106-121707-6664r)

Two Global Pollutants Work To Offset Each Other, Science Daily News, 7/1:  University of Colorado at Boulder researchers have found that two pollutants -- carbon dioxide and hydrocarbons emitted from agricultural forest trees -- offset each other somewhat in mitigating air quality problems. (See http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2003/01/030107072313.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon and Happy New Year to those of you I haven’t said that to yet.

           **Noon Guest

           Joining us today is Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, who will

     brief you about his recent visit to southern Africa.  We have a short briefing so he will be with you shortly.  And we

     have today his press briefing remarks available in the Spokesman’s office.  So, you can pick that up after his briefing.

           **Cambodia

           On Cambodia, preliminary talks between Cambodia and the United Nations, which began on Monday,

     resumed this morning after being postponed from yesterday afternoon.  The talks are aimed at preparing for the

     resumption of negotiations to conclude an agreement on the establishment of Extraordinary Chambers within the

     judicial system of Cambodia to deal with the prosecution of crimes committed during the period of Democratic

     Kampuchea.

           We will let you know if there will be a press opportunity at the conclusion of the meeting.

           **Roed-Larsen travels

           Turning to the Middle East, the Secretary-General's Middle East Envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen is in Riyadh for a

     three-day visit to Saudi Arabia.  He met Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al-Faisal and other officials to discuss the

     Quartet road map and the Saudi peace initiative, both of which seek to achieve a negotiated solution to the Arab-Israeli

     conflict.

           Roed-Larsen finishes his consultations in Saudi Arabia tomorrow before departing to Amman to meet with

     Jordan's Foreign Minister.

           Both Saudi Arabia and Jordan are key regional countries consulted by the Quartet, the diplomatic group

     consisting of the United States, the European Union, the Russian Federation and the United Nations.  

           **Security Council

           And here in New York, the Security Council is meeting in closed consultations to take up the

     Secretary-General's report on the Central African Republic.  General Lamine Cissé, the Secretary-General's

     Representative in the Central African Republic and head of the United Nations Peace Building Office in

     Bangui, presented the report to Council members.  A press statement is expected to be read out by the Council

     President following the consultations.

           And tomorrow’s consultations, as you know, will be on Iraq.  Hans Blix, the head of the UN Monitoring,

     Verification and Inspection Commission, and Mohammed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic

     Energy Agency, will be briefing on the ongoing inspections operation in Iraq.

           **Iraq Inspections

           We’re waiting for our daily note on the UN weapons inspections in Iraq, and as soon as it arrives we will let

     you know.  We will squawk it upstairs.

           **Budget

           On the Bugdet, we have two more Member States making full payment of their 2003 regular budget

     contributions today.  Azerbaijan has made a payment of more than $54,000 and Finland, more than $7 million.  There

     are now 15 fully paid-up Member States this year.

           **Press Conferences tomorrow

           For tomorrow, press conference at 10:45 a.m.  Ian Kinniburgh, the Director of the UN Development Policy

     Analysis Division will present the United Nations report entitled “World Economic Situation and Prospects 2003”.  For

     those of you who are interested, embargoed copies of the report may be obtained from Tim Wall in the Department of

     Public Information who can be reached on extension 3-5851. 

           And that’s all I have for you today.  I’ll turn to Stephen Lewis, unless you have any questions?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Can you give us a progress update on where we are with these Cambodian discussions,

     negotiations, exploratory talks or whatever?

           Associate Spokesman:  The only thing I can tell you today is that they resumed a short while ago and that as

     soon as we hear from Mr. Corell’s office

     -– Hans Corell –- who is leading the United Nations side of the talks, we’ll let you know to see if and when he will be

     coming down to the stakeout microphone outside the Security Council.

           Question:  There were no contacts or movements in the two days when they were suspended or postponed or

     whatever?

           Associate Spokesman:  We have not been informed, but let’s ask Mr. Corell when he comes out of the talks.

           If there are no further questions, I’d like to turn to Stephen Lewis.

           (Mr. Lewis’s briefing has been issued separately.)

· *** *____________________________________________________________________________________

W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN, Cambodia resume exploratory talks on special court for Khmer Rouge

*
Top UN arms experts set to brief Security Council on Iraq inspections

*
Security Council hails commitment to peace talks by Chad, Central African Republic

*
Senior UN envoy in Saudi Arabia for talks on Middle East peace initiatives

*
AIDS in Africa can be beat with adequate resources, UN envoy says

* * * *

Cambodia

8 January – United Nations and Cambodia officials today resumed exploratory talks on the establishment of a special court to try former Khmer Rouge leaders for crimes against humanity.

“We are working in good spirits and looking at all the elements that are necessary for us to examine,” Legal Counsel Hans Corell, who is leading the UN delegation, told reporters after this morning’s meeting at UN Headquarters in New York.

The exploratory meetings began on Monday and were postponed yesterday at the request of the Cambodian delegation, which is led by Senior Minister Sok An, head of the country’s Council of Ministers. They are scheduled to restart tomorrow morning.

The talks are aimed at preparing for the resumption of negotiations to conclude an agreement on the establishment of Extraordinary Chambers within the judicial system of Cambodia to deal with the prosecution of crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea.

Last month, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution asking Secretary-General Kofi Annan to resume negotiations with Cambodia in an effort to reach agreement on a special court. The Secretary-General had decided in February 2002 to break off discussions following five years of fruitless talks.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

8 January – Just a little more than one month after Iraq handed over a 12,000-page dossier on its weapons programme, the top United Nations arms inspectors are preparing to give the Security Council a preliminary assessment of their investigations on the ground.

The Council is scheduled to hear a briefing on Thursday from Executive Chairman Hans Blix of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on the on-going inspections process in Iraq since they resumed late last year.

A fuller briefing of the Council has been scheduled for 27 January in accordance with resolution 1441, which paved the way for the return of inspectors last November after a nearly four-year hiatus.

Meanwhile in Iraq, an UNMOVIC team of missile inspectors returned to the Al Mamoun Plant of the Al Rasheed State Company for the third day in a row, according to a UN spokesman in Baghdad. Some members of the team tagged solid propellant motors of the Al Fatah rockets, while others went to the propellant production area to witness the casting of solid propellant into an Al Fatah motor case.

“This was the second time in two weeks that the missile team witnessed propellant production activities at the site,” said Hiro Ueki. “A number of technical questions regarding Iraq’s missile production capabilities were [also] addressed during discussions with the site’s experts.”

In other inspection activities, an UNMOVIC chemical team returned to the Falluja II chemical plant to inspect storage buildings and to seek clarifications on several issues. The facility was last inspected by the team on 17 December.

An UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Saddam College of Medicine at Saddam University in northwest Baghdad, which educates students to become medical doctors and carries out research.

UN multidisciplinary teams inspected the Mechanical Workshop of the Al Nasr State Company for the Maintenance of Irrigation Projects, and the Nineveh Drug Industry in the Mosul area. That team then continued on to a daughter company, the Nineveh Factory for Intravenous Drugs Production, where it conducted a follow-up inspection.

The IAEA, meanwhile, inspected the Kufa, Samawa and Karbala cement plants, all located outside Baghdad.

* * *

Central African Republic

8 January – Members of the United Nations Security Council today welcomed the decision by Chad and the Central African Republic to quickly convene a joint commission in Gabon and urged them to use it to make substantial progress in their bilateral relations.

Reading a statement to the press, the current Council President, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, said the members noted the commitment by both countries to implement fully and without delay all the provisions of the agreement signed in the Gabonese capital, Libreville, under the auspices of President El Hadj Omar Bongo.

Council members also recalled their opposition to any attempt to seize power by force in the Central African Republic. They noted their satisfaction with President Patassé’s appeal for a national dialogue in his statement of 25 November and welcomed the recent establishment of the national dialogue coordination committee.

The statement also welcomed the tabling of a bill on freedom of the press. Council members encouraged the Central African authorities to create the conditions for a comprehensive and all-inclusive dialogue, and requested Secretary-General Kofi Annan to continue providing support and assistance in this area.

According to Ambassador de La Sablière, Council members reiterated their total support for the Representative of the Secretary-General in the Central African Republic, Gen. Lamine Cissé, and for his work as head of the UN Peace-building Support Office in the country (BONUCA). “They also expressed their continued interest in the human rights situation the Central African Republic and also their support for the activities of BONUCA, in this respect,” the Council President added.

Council members welcomed the ongoing deployment of the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) force under the leadership of Gabon, and with the logistical and financial support of France. They paid tribute to the members of CEMAC for their efforts and called upon all Member States to provide financial or logistical support to the force.

Earlier today, in a briefing to the Council, General Cissé presented the Secretary-General’s latest progress report on the situation in Central African Republic.

* * *

Middle East

8 January – A senior United Nations envoy for the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, is in Saudi Arabia for talks with officials on various initiatives striving to achieve peace in the region.

Mr. Roed-Larsen has already met Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al-Faisal and other officials to discuss the Quartet road map and the Saudi peace initiative, both of which seek to achieve a negotiated solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

At the conclusion of his three-day visit to Riyadh tomorrow, Mr. Roed-Larsen is slated to depart to Jordan to meet with that country’s Foreign Minister, said Marie Okabe. “Both Saudi Arabia and Jordan are key regional countries consulted by the Quartet, the diplomatic group consisting of the United States, European Union, Russian Federation and the UN,” she added.

* * *
HIV/AIDS

8 January – The top United Nations envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa said today that his recent two-week tour of the southern part of the continent had reinforced his fundamental conviction that a concerted effort between the African people and the international community can defeat the deadly disease.

“No matter how terrible the scourge of AIDS, no matter how limited the capacity to respond, no matter how devastating the human toll, it is absolutely certain that the pandemic can be turned around with a joint and Herculean effort between the African countries themselves and the international community,” Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, told the press in New York.

Mr. Lewis said that at every stop on his four-country visit – Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Malawi and Zambia – he had been struck by the progress that had been made and the determination with which the African people and their governments were prepared to do battle against the terrible disease.

The Special Envoy said that he was weary to the point of “exasperated intolerance” of those who would question Africa’s resolve, and stressed that even in the most extreme circumstances – such as those in the four nations he visited – Africans were engaged in endless initiatives and programmes, which if generalized throughout the continent, would halt the pandemic and prolong and save the lives of millions.

Still, the scale of the catastrophe demanded massive resources, Mr. Lewis said, adding that his country visits had driven home how crucial it was for the wider international community to actively and aggressively support the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. “It is impossible to overstate how strongly people feel that the Global Fund is the best vehicle we have to finance the struggle against the pandemic,” he said.

“The Global Fund, at the end of January, can be said to be in crisis,” Mr. Lewis said, noting that it was legitimate to question the reticence of the rich countries and why they were willing to jeopardize the integrity of the most hopeful financial instrument available to combat the most cruel disease humankind had ever faced. Characterizing the paucity of available resources and seeming lack of interest in the breadth of the devastation as “mass murder by complacency,” Mr. Lewis said the time for polite entreaties was over.

“People living with HIV/AIDS are in a race against time,” he said. “The pandemic cannot be allowed to continue, and those who watch it unfold with a kind of pathological equanimity must be held to account.” He observed that there might yet come a day when a peacetime tribunal would be created to deal with this particular type of crime against humanity.

* *** *
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