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Global Warming: Study says Australia will lose 54% of its butterfly species
 

A QUARTER of all life on land could face extinction within decades as a result of global warming, a new study claims.

The research, published in British journal Nature, says over a million species of plants and animals are at risk of dying out by 2050.

Scientists say industry and cars are primarily to blame for the damaging rise in global temperatures, churning out so-called greenhouse gases which trap heat in the Earth's atmosphere.

The study's lead author Chris Thomas, a biologist from University of Leeds, called for immediate action.

He said: "An immediate and progressive switch to technologies that produce little or no new greenhouse gases, combined with active removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, could save a million or more species from extinction.

Mr Thomas's team studied six regions rich in biodiversity, representing 20% of the planet's land area: Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Europe, Mexico and South Africa.

The team predict Australia will lose over half of its more than 400 butterfly species by 2050.

Brazil's Cerrado area, a savannah-type area with a wealth of plant and animal species, could lose between 39 and 48% of its flora - thousands of plants whose medical or scientific benefits will never be known.

And worryingly, some scientists say the study underestimates the true threat of climate change.

The head of the UN Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer, said the research did not take into account the effect the extinction of certain species would have on plants and animals dependent on them.

He added: "If one million species become extinct as a result of global warming, it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer.

"Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines."[image: image2.png]



South African News

FEATURE
Global warming threatens 'all land-life' 
Posted Thu, 08 Jan 2004 
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Over one million plants and animals — a quarter of all life on land — could become extinct in just decades due to man-made climate change, scientists say. 

The main culprit for this change, they say in an article in the British journal Nature, is greenhouses gases, which are churned out by automobiles and industry and trap heat in the earth's atmosphere. 

"An immediate and progressive switch to technologies that produce little or no new greenhouse gases, combined with active removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, could save a million or more species from extinction," lead author Chris Thomas, a biologist from University of Leeds, said in a statement. 

Survival projections 

Thomas's team studied six regions rich in biodiversity, representing 20 percent of the planet's land area, and made projections for the survival of 1103 species between 1990 and 2050, using elaborate computer models. 

Three scenarios for expected climate change were used in the computer models — a minimum expected total rise of between 0.8 and 1.7 degrees Celsius by 2050; a mid-range scenario with total temperature increases of 1.8-2.0 degrees; and the maximum rise, when the Earth's average climes rise by over 2.0 degrees during the period. 

Australia, one of the regions studied, would lose over half of its more than 400 butterfly species by 2050, thanks to global warming. 

Brazil's Cerrado area, a savannah-type area with a wealth of plant and animal species, could lose between 39 and 48 percent of its flora — thousands of plants whose medical or scientific benefits will never be known. 

The six regions studied by the scientists were Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Europe, Mexico and South Africa. 

"Figure may be an underestimate" 

The head of the UN Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer, warned that "the figure of one million may be an underestimate", since it only counts the extinction of species due to climate change, without taking into account a "ripple effect" that could also kill off interdependent plants and animals. 

Toepfer said humans would suffer from the consequences of global warning, the result of their dependence on fossil fuels. 

"If one million species become extinct as a result of global warming, it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer. 

"Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines," he said. 

"Species will seek safe haven" 

Lee Hannah, a co-author of the study with the Washington-based Conservation International, said that species faced with a dangerously warm environment would naturally seek a cooler area, but this was no longer possible in many cases. 

"If habitat destruction has already altered those habitats, the species will have no safe haven." 

Not all of the million-plus species would disappear by 2050, Thomas said, but many would be in decline and en route to extinction. 

The UN's Toepfer called the study an alarm which "underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol", the international agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions which the United States has refused to adhere to. 

AFP 

______________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News

Global warming 'puts life in peril' 
PARIS: 

Over one million plants and animals - a quarter of all life on land - could become extinct in just decades due to man-made climate change, scientists say. 

The main culprit for this change, they say in an article due out yesterday in the British journal Nature, is greenhouse gases, which are churned out by automobiles and industry and trap heat in the earth's atmosphere.

A team lead by author Chris Thomas, a biologist from University of Leeds, studied six regions rich in biodiversity, representing 20 per cent of the planet's land area, and made projections for the survival of1 , 103species between 1990 and2050 , using elaborate computer models.

Australia, one of the regions studied, would lose over half of its more than 400 butterfly species by2050 , thanks to global warming.

Brazil's Cerrado area, a savannah-type area with a wealth of plant and animal species, could lose between 39 and48 pc of its flora - thousands of plants whose medical or scientific benefits will never be known.

The six regions studied by the scientists were Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Europe, Mexico and South Africa.

The head of the UN Environment Programme, Klaus Toepfer, warned "the figure of one million may be an underestimate", since it only counts extinction of species due to climate change, without taking into account a "ripple effect" that could also kill off interdependent plants and animals. 

The Earth has an estimated 14 million plant and animal species of which12 , 000are threatened with extinction. 

Toepfer said humans would suffer from the consequences of global warming, the result of their dependence on fossil fuels. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Radio Free Europe

World: Global Warming Could Lead To Extinction Of Plant, Animal Species
By Don Hill

An international group of biologists says that global warming threatens to set as many as a million species of Earth's plants and animals on the road to extinction.

Prague, 8 January 2004 (RFE/RL) -- A group of scientists, led by Professor Chris Thomas at Britain's University of Leeds, have completed the largest-ever study of its kind and published its findings in the current issue of the British-based scientific journal "Nature." 

Applying classical ecological principles in possibly controversial new ways, the group's findings substantiate some of the direst forecasts of threats to the earth's environment from greenhouse gases and other man-made pollutants. 

But lead author Thomas hedges the findings with scientific caveats that contradict some news reports and political reactions. 

"What we found is that if we project which parts of the world are going to be suitable for species of animals and plants in the future, then we find that for a lot of species there aren't going to be any suitable climatic areas left for them, and many others will be much reduced in their distribution." 

The study, as Thomas puts it, does "not quite" conclude, as some news services report, that global warming could wipe out a quarter of all species of plants and animals on Earth by 2050. What it does say is that somewhere between 10 percent and 50 percent of the 1,000 species studied would be either extinct or on their way to extinction by mid-century. 

"So they might be declining each generation," he says. "And so over the following decades or even centuries, they would be gradually pegging out (dying) one by one. That, of course, opens a sort of glimmer of hope -- because if we can reverse the climatic warming that is taking place so that the environment becomes suitable for these species again in future, some of them may be rescued by returning the climate to what it was before the last individuals actually die." 

Klaus Toepfer, director of the UN Environment Program, one of the world organization's specialist agencies, seized upon the report's findings to call for enforcement of the Kyoto Protocol.

In December 1997, more than 160 nations met in Kyoto, Japan, to negotiate binding limitations on greenhouse gas emissions by developed nations, along the lines of a UN Framework Convention on Climate Change drafted five years earlier. The outcome of the meeting was the Kyoto Protocol, under which developed nations agreed to limit their greenhouse gas emissions. 

The United States, for example, agreed to reduce emissions from 1990 levels by 7 percent during the period 2008-2012. The protocol stipulates that it can come into force only when countries responsible for 55 percent of the world's emissions of carbon dioxide approve it. It appears doomed because the United States, representing 36 percent, and Russia, representing 17 percent, have refused to ratify it.

Reuters news service quotes Toepfer as saying of the Thomas study, "This alarming report underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol."

Thomas says the difficulty in implementing the protocol may bode ill for passing even more stringent environmental measures in the future. 

"We didn't specifically look at the impact of the Kyoto Protocol, but it has to be said that the protocol is only having a relatively minor effect, probably, on the amount of warming that we see. It's a start, and the problem is that it's been so controversial to get even that very limited first step in the direction of real control -- it is so difficult to get even that ratified -- that one suspects that things are going to get quite a lot worse before they get better." 

"Nature," the journal that published the Thomas group's findings, is peer-reviewed, meaning that papers are submitted to other experts for review, comment, and criticism before publication. Thomas readily concedes that his group's paper does not so much establish new truths as point the way to additional, more conclusive investigation.

The paper's predictions of species dying out are based on what is known of the environments the species now inhabit. It assumes that if such environments cease to exist or are reduced to insignificant areas, the plants and animals they now harbor likewise will cease to exist.

Thomas says that's part of the "glimmer of hope" he referred to.

"Well, we still don't know what the time scales are between the climate's becoming unsuitable for something and the last individual's dying out. And so that's an important new area for research -- and until that's known, we don't really know how bright this glimmer is." 

He says also that in a number of places, "we're developing new methods on how to assess the extinction risk to species." 

Thomas says that although the study does not pin down a specific time frame or assured results, its overall conclusions are valid and disturbing. 

"Whilst there are a lot of doubts in this study about exact proportions of species that might become extinct, what is very clear is that climate change should now be considered to rank alongside habitat loss and the other great threats to global biodiversity and should be taken very, very seriously by all conservation organizations, be they within countries or at an international scale." 

He says that if one extends to all species on Earth the study's conclusions based on the 1,000 species it considers, the possibility is that a million species are at risk in the coming century. He says that suggests a biological disaster that would rival the extinction of the dinosaurs 65 million years ago.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________
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Climate change threatens one million species
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Boyd's forest dragon, Hypsilurus boydii, which is found in Australia, is threatened by global warming
Katie Mantell
8 January 2004
Source: SciDev.Net



Climate change is likely to drive up to a third of the world's plant and animal species to extinction if emissions of greenhouse gases remain unchecked, according to a new analysis of the response of such species to temperature increases.

A study in this week's Nature suggests that between 15 and 37 per cent of species could go extinct due to the global warming that is likely to occur between now and 2050. Some of these species would no longer have anywhere suitable to live. Others would be unable to reach distant regions where the climate is suitable for them. 

But a rapid shift to technologies that do not produce greenhouse gases could save up to a fifth of all land species from extinction, according to the international team of scientists who carried out the analysis.

"This study makes clear that climate change is the most significant new threat for extinctions this century," says one of the researchers, Lee Hannah of Conservation International's Center for Applied Biodiversity Science in Washington DC.

"The combination of increasing habitat loss, already recognised as the largest single threat to species, and climate change, is likely to devastate the ability of species to move and survive."

More than 1,000 animal and plant species in six regions around the world, which together represent 20 per cent of the planet's land area, were considered as part of the study. The researchers used computer models to simulate how the geographical spread of these species would change in response to changing temperatures under three different climate-change scenarios.

"If the projections can be extrapolated globally, and to other groups of land animals and plants, our analyses suggest that well over a million species could be threatened with extinction as a result of climate change," says lead researcher Chris Thomas of the University of Leeds, United Kingdom.

The forecasts are for species that are predicted by the models to go extinct eventually as a result of the climate change that will occur by 2050. However, as some species respond slowly to environmental change, they will not all go extinct by 2050.

According to Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the study "underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol, the international agreement to cut back greenhouse gas emissions".

The progress of the protocol has been stalled because Russia — which needs to sign the protocol for it to come into force, given the decision of the United States not to do so  — has so far failed to ratify (see Climate change meeting ends in disappointment).

Toepfer also says that, in addition to losses to plants and animals, "billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer, too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines".

And he warns that the figure of one million species may be an underestimate. "The Nature paper only looks at the impact on individual species, but many are interdependent," he says. "If, for example, bees and other insects that pollinate trees and flowers disappear from an area, it can lead to a ripple effect in which more and more species dependent on these insects die out."

Lera Miles, senior programme officer at the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge, United Kingdom, and one of the study's authors, warns that immediate action is needed. "The international community needs to sit up and take notice of climate change now, and not wait for impacts to happen," she says. 
IHT

Warming portends kill-off, study says 
Reuters 
Thursday, January 8, 2004 
OSLO Global warming could wipe out a quarter of all species of plants and animals by 2050 in one of the biggest mass extinctions since the dinosaurs, according to an international study.

The United Nations said the report, highlighting threats to creatures like Australian butterflies and Spanish eagles, showed a need for the world to back the Kyoto Protocol, an agreement meant to curb rising temperatures linked to human pollution.

"A quarter of all species of plants and land animals, or more than a million in all, could be driven to extinction," said Chris Thomas, a professor of conservation biology at the University of Leeds in Britain.

Thomas, lead author of the study, which was published in the science journal Nature, said emissions from cars and factories could push temperatures up to levels not seen for one million to 30 million years by the end of the century, threatening many habitats.

The survey studied global warming links to 1,103 species of plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs and insects in South Africa, Brazil, Europe, Australia, Mexico and Costa Rica and extrapolated findings as far as 2050. It did not examine the oceans.

"Climate change is the biggest new extinction threat," said Lee Hannah, a co-author, at Conservation International in Washington. Many species would be unable to adapt or migrate, Hannah said.

Thomas said the feared extinctions could be one of the worst since the dinosaurs were wiped out 65 million years ago.

Species under threat include many types of trees in the Amazon, the Spanish imperial eagle and the Boyd's forest dragon lizard in Australia. Birds like the Scottish crossbill could probably survive - if they knew to fly to Iceland.

UN studies project that global temperatures will rise by 1.4 to 5.8 degrees Celsius (3 to 12 degrees Fahrenheit) by 2100, mainly because of carbon dioxide emissions. Rising temperatures may spur more floods and heatwaves.

Thomas noted that some scientists argue that species have adapted to rapid climate change before, as in a warming after the last Ice Age. But he said humans had now taken over much of the planet, squeezing out plants and animals.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN environmental program, said the report showed that the extinctions could harm billions of people who rely on nature for food, shelter and medicines.

"This alarming report underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol," he said.

The Age (Australia)

January 8, 2004

Dire global warming predictions
	
	


Over one million plants and animals, a quarter of all life on land, could become extinct in just decades due to man-made climate change, scientists say.

The main culprit for this change, they say in an article in the British journal Nature, is greenhouses gases, which are churned out by automobiles and industry and trap heat in the earth's atmosphere.

"An immediate and progressive switch to technologies that produce little or no new greenhouse gases, combined with active removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, could save a million or more species from extinction," lead author Chris Thomas, a biologist from University of Leeds, said in a statement.

Thomas's team studied six regions rich in biodiversity, representing 20 per cent of the planet's land area, and made projections for the survival of 1,103 species between 1990 and 2050, using elaborate computer models.

Three scenarios for expected climate change were used in the computer models -- a minimum expected total rise of between 0.8 and 1.7 degrees Celsius by 2050; a mid-range scenario with total temperature increases of 1.8-2.0 degrees; and the maximum rise, when the Earth's average climes rise by over 2.0 degrees during the period.

Australia, one of the regions studied, would lose over half of its more than 400 butterfly species by 2050, thanks to global warming.

Brazil's Cerrado area, a savannah-type area with a wealth of plant and animal species, could lose between 39 and 48 per cent of its flora -- thousands of plants whose medical or scientific benefits will never be known.

The six regions studied by the scientists were Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Europe, Mexico and South Africa.

The head of the UN Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer, warned that "the figure of one million may be an underestimate", since it only counts the extinction of species due to climate change, without taking into account a "ripple effect" that could also kill off interdependent plants and animals.

Toepfer said humans would suffer from the consequences of global warning, the result of their dependence on fossil fuels.

"If one million species become extinct as a result of global warming, it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer.

"Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines," he said.

Lee Hannah, a co-author of the study with the Washington-based Conservation International, said that species faced with a dangerously warm environment would naturally seek a cooler area, but this was no longer possible in many cases.

"If habitat destruction has already altered those habitats, the species will have no safe haven."

Not all of the million-plus species would disappear by 2050, Thomas said, but many would be in decline and en route to extinction.

____________________________________________________________________________________

AFX European Focus
January 8, 2004 

Global warming could kill 25 pct of land based animal, plant life - scientists

DATELINE: PARIS

BODY:
  Over one mln plants and animals -- a quarter of all life on land -- could become extinct in just decades due to man-made climate change, scientists writing in the UK journal Nature said.
    The main culprits for this change, they say in an article due out today, are greenhouses gases, which are churned out by automobiles and industry, trapping heat in the earth's atmosphere.
    "An immediate and progressive switch to technologies that produce little or no new greenhouse gases, combined with active removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, could save a million or more species from extinction," lead author Chris Thomas, a biologist from the University of Leeds, said in a statement.
    Not all of the million-plus species would disappear by 2050, Thomas said, but many would be in decline and en route to extinction.
    Thomas's team have studied six regions rich in biodiversity, representing 20 pct of the planet's land area, and made projections for the survival of 1,103 species between 1990 and 2050 using complex computer models.
    Three scenarios for expected climate change were used in the computer models -- a minimum expected total rise of between 0.8 and 1.7 degrees Celsius by 2050; a mid-range scenario with total temperature increases of 1.8-2.0 degrees; and the maximum rise, when the Earth's average climes rise by over 2.0 degrees during the period.
    Australia, one of the regions studied, would lose over half of its more than 400 butterfly species by 2050 due to global warming. 
    In addition, Brazil's Cerrado area, a savannah-type area with a wealth of plant and animal species, could lose between 39 and 48 pct of its flora -- thousands of plants whose medical or scientific benefits will never be known.
    The six regions studied by cientists were Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Europe, Mexico and South Africa.
    Indeed, the head of the UN Environment Programme, Klaus Toepfer, warned that "the figure of one million may be an underestimate", since it only counts the extinction of species due to climate change without taking into account a "ripple effect" that could also kill off interdependent plants and animals.
    Toepfer said humans would also suffer from the consequences of global warning due to their dependence on fossil fuels.
    "If one million species become extinct as a result of global warming, it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer.
    "Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines," he said.
    Toepfer called the study an alarm which "underlines again to the world the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol", the international agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and an initiative to which the US has refused to adhere.
    newsdesk@afxnews.com
    mkh/wdb/ims/
For more information and to contact AFX: www.afxnews.com and
www.afxpress.com
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Le Soir

Le réchauffement menace un million d'espèces
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Un million d'espèces animales et végétales pourraient disparaître en raison du changement climatique, estime une étude parue dans l'édition de jeudi de la revue scientifique britannique Nature.

Les 19 auteurs, sous la direction du biologiste britannique Chris Thomas (Université de Leeds), ont modélisé l'évolution d'ici 2050 de 1.103 végétaux et animaux (mammifères, oiseaux, reptiles, grenouilles, oiseaux, papillons et autres invertébrés) dans six régions du globe particulièrement riches en "biodiversité", c'est-à-dire en variétés d'espèces, dans différents scénarios climatiques. Les régions concernées, qui représentent 20% de la surface du globe, sont l'Europe et la Russie occidentale jusqu'au Caucase, le Mexique, l'Afrique du Sud, l'Australie et la région centrale du Brésil (Cerrado).

Un premier scénario envisage un faible réchauffement d'ici 2050 par rapport à 1990 (augmentation de la température moyenne de 0,8 à 1,7 degré Celsius et concentration de CO2 dans l'atmosphère de 500 parties par million contre 370 ppm). Le deuxième table sur un réchauffement moyen (+ 1,8 à 2 degrés, 500 à 550 ppm) et le troisième sur un réchauffement important (plus de 2 degrés et CO2 supérieur à 550 ppm).

En cas de faible réchauffement, entre 9% et 31% des espèces étudiées seraient condamnées à disparaître, selon qu'elles réussissent ou non à s'installer dans des régions plus clémentes, selon l'étude. La fourchette monterait à 15-37% en cas de réchauffement moyen et à 21-52% en cas de réchauffement important.

"Cela ne veut pas dire que les espèces condamnées à disparaître auront effectivement disparu en 2050", explique le professeur Thomas. "A ce stade cela veut seulement dire qu'elles seront en déclin et susceptibles de disparaître". Elles pourraient disparaître dans des échelles de temps très variables mais le phénomène prendra une ampleur considérable si la hausse des températures se poursuit après 2050 comme le laissent craindre les experts de l'ONU sur le climat, relève M. Thomas. Si on extrapole à l'échelle mondiale et à d'autres groupes d'animaux et de plantes, "c'est un million d'espèces qui pourraient être menacées d'extinction" à plus ou moins long terme, selon M. Thomas.

Dans un communiqué, Klaus Toepfer, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), qualifie l'étude d'"alarmante". "Le chiffre d'un million est peut-être sous-estimé car l'article ne considère que l'impact du changement climatique sur des espèces prises individuellement et ne prend pas en compte l'interdépendance des espèces", relève-t-il. "Si, par exemple, les abeilles et les autres insectes qui pollinisent arbres et fleurs devaient disparaître d'une région, cela aurait des répercussions dévastatrices sur toutes les espèces qui dépendent de ces insectes". 

AFP
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Le Figaro

Climat: un million d'animaux et de plantes menacées d'extinction 

[mercredi 07 janvier 2004 - 19h04 heure de Paris] 

	


Tigres blancs en voie d'extinction au zoo de Buenos Aires 
© AFP Ali Burafi


PARIS (AFP) - Un million d'espèces animales et végétales pourraient disparaître en raison du changement climatique, estime une étude parue dans l'édition de jeudi de la revue scientifique britannique Nature. 

Les 19 auteurs, sous la direction du biologiste britannique Chris Thomas (Université de Leeds), ont modélisé l'évolution d'ici 2050 de 1.103 végétaux et animaux (mammifères, oiseaux, reptiles, grenouilles, oiseaux, papillons et autres inverterbrés) dans six régions du globe particulièrement riches en "biodiversité", c'est-à-dire en variétés d'espèces, dans différents scénarios climatiques. 

Les régions concernées, qui représentent 20% de la surface du globe, sont l'Europe et la Russie occidentale jusqu'au Caucase, le Mexique, l'Afrique du Sud, l'Australie et la région centrale du Brésil (Cerrado). 

Un premier scénario envisage un faible réchauffement d'ici 2050 par rapport à 1990 (augmentation de la température moyenne de 0,8 à 1,7 degré Celsius et concentration de CO2 dans l'atmosphère de 500 parties par million contre 370 ppm). 

Le deuxième table sur un réchauffement moyen (+ 1,8 à 2 degrés, 500 à 550 ppm) et le troisième sur un réchauffement important (plus de 2 degrés et CO2 supérieur à 550 ppm). 

En cas de faible réchauffement, entre 9% et 31% des espèces étudiées seraient condamnées à disparaître, selon qu'elles réussissent ou non à s'installer dans des régions plus clémentes, indique l'étude. 

La fourchette monterait à 15-37% en cas de réchauffement moyen et à 21-52% en cas de réchauffement important. 

FT, 8 January: “Global warming 'will kill tenth of species”

A tenth of the world's animals and plants could be driven to extinction by another 50 years of global warming, according to a study published on Thursday in the British journal Nature.

An international team of scientists has concluded that global warming is likely to wipe out more species than habitat destruction by farming and other human uses - previously considered the biggest threat to the world's biodiversity.

A million species could become extinct because there will be nowhere climatically suitable for them to live - or they will be unable to reach regions with a suitable climate.

http://news.ft.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=FT.com/StoryFT/FullStory&c=StoryFT&cid=1073280859547&p=1012571727092
Also covered by Le Figaro http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040107180414.jhjcgaov.html
Toronto Star

January 8, 2004 Thursday Ontario Edition

Global warming outlook is chilling

BYLINE: Peter Calamai, Toronto Star

HIGHLIGHT:

Many species facing extinction: Study 'Glimmer of hope' if action taken now

BODY:

Warming report chilling reading

OTTAWA At least a quarter of the world's land animals and plants - more than a million species - are heading for extinction if moderate global warming continues to 2050, an international research team warns in a report published today.

More severe global warming would spell eventual doom for more than a third of all species, while minimal temperature increases over the next 50 years could still put nearly one-fifth of terrestrial animals and plants on the way to extinction.

Yet the researchers say hundreds of thousands of these species could still be saved if the world moves quickly to reduce the buildup of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

"The switch is not flicked on the eve of 2050. Some species will be gone by then and some will still be in a gradual process of decline. It could still be some years before the last individual pegs out," said Chris Thomas, the study's lead author and professor of conservation biology at the University of Leeds in England. 

"There's a glimmer of hope that a substantial number of species could be saved if we reverse climate change," Thomas said in an interview.

The study defines minimal global warming as a temperature increase of up to 1.7 degrees Celsius over the next 50 years, severe as increases above 2 degrees and moderate as in between.

Reacting to the report, U.N. Environment Program chief Klaus Toepfer said the findings underline the importance of the world acting on the Kyoto Protocol to curb greenhouse gas emissions, including carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels. The protocol, formally ratified last year by Canada, is stalled waiting

for approval by Russia.

The unprecedented survey examined the impact of projected global warming on the survival prospects of 1,103 species of birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects and plants in six ecological zones, including biologically rich hot spots like the Cape region of South Africa and Brazil's rapidly shrinking savannah. The researchers did not study marine life.

These findings are expected to have greater impact on governments than various pronouncements by environmental groups because they were published in the influential science journal Nature after the customary rigorous review by outside experts.

The report does not name actual species that will become extinct because individual ecological circumstances are too complex to forecast accurately.

But the research team lists 20 "climatically threatened" species, including the Smokey Pocket Gopher in Mexico, the Western Jewel butterfly in Australia and the Scottish Crossbill, a bird that would have to be airlifted to Iceland to find the climate now vanishing in its native Scotland.

No ecological region of Canada was included in the study but report co-author Lee Hannah said polar bears and other Arctic wildlife and plants rank high on the extinction threat because of severe climate changes.

The 19 researchers from eight countries that contributed to the study conclude that climate change is now a greater threat to biodiversity than traditional habitat loss from urban sprawl and deforestation, a prime focus of

conservation efforts up to now.

The projected extinctions occur because many species won't be able to adapt to the changed climate or manage to migrate to new habitats across intensively used lands.

The research team based its gloomy conclusion on one of ecology's few ironclad laws, known as the species-area relationship. First demonstrated almost 150 years ago, the law states that smaller areas support fewer species.

The researchers determined the specific "climate envelope" required by the 1,103 species of animals and plants and calculated how much territory was left meeting those conditions under the minimal, moderate and severe global warming projections to 2050. The remaining suitable habitat after climate change could support far fewer species, producing the estimates of one-fifth to one-third reductions.
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CALAVERAS ENTERPRISE (Northern California)   8-1-04

Ski resorts keep an eye on global warming                                                 

 By Craig Koscho                                                                           

 While European ski resorts consider global warming a real threat to their business, their  North American counterparts, including Bear Valley, are not overly concerned just yet.    

 The snow level is moving higher and higher up the mountains, according to a report from  the United National Environment Program presented at a conference of the International Olympic Committee.                                                                        

 A body of 2,000 scientists has produced temperature forecasts that could push the  snowfall level from 4,900 feet up to 6,000 feet in the next 30 to 50 years, according to   an Associated Press report.                                                               

 That could doom many ski resorts in countries such as Austria and Switzerland, but the  news has not had much impact on American ski resorts, particularly those in the West.     

 Bear Valley is already at a much higher elevation, with runs ranging from 6,600 to 8,500 feet, resort Marketing Director Schuyler Harrison said.                                   

 It's true winters don't seem quite as cold or produce the same amount of snow as in years  past, but whether that's because of global warming or a brief blip in the climate pattern  is difficult to determine, Harrison said.                                                 

 European resorts are developing and shifting emphasis to year-round recreation, including  paths for hiking or mountain biking during the summer.                                    

 Because of a number of constraints, that just won't work for Bear Valley at this time.    

 "We are strictly a winter-oriented business," Harrison said.                              

 The Bear Valley area has plenty of summer attractions such as hiking, fishing and  kayaking, but the resort itself is not actively involved in any of them, Harrison said,   and does not have the extensive lodging and other support services to presently go in  that direction.                                                                           

 Year-round mountain resorts require a significant population base within a three-hou  drive to be successful, Harrison said, but even that's no guarantee.                      

 A bike park at Lake Tahoe is losing money despite the relatively nearby cities such as Sacramento and Reno, Harrison said.                                                       

 Other resorts are developing golf courses and offering organized gatherings such as weddings and other group affairs, he added.                                               

 "Maybe that's a possibility for us down the road," Harrison said.                         

 He said resorts on private land have an easier time building attractions such as mountain  slides for concrete luge runs.                                                            

 Bear Valley is restricted in its development because it is on public land and subject to  requirements from the National Forest Service.                                            

 The resort recently received an Environmental Scorecard grade of "C" from the Ski Area  Citizens' Coalition, a non-industry group that assesses the environmental performance of   resorts.                                                                                  

 The coalition "cautiously encourages" skiers to visit the resort, but also requests  skiers and snowboarders e-mail Bear Valley officials and ask them to improve their  environmental record.                                                                     

 Bear Valley lost points for a planned expansion into "undisturbed land" known as the East  Bowl, and the impact that would have on sensitive and threatened plant and animal  species, according to the coalition.                                                      

 Harrison disagreed the territory is "undisturbed," adding that Bear Valley received Forest Service permission for that project because the land already sees a lot of use.    

 "It's not unspoiled wilderness," Harrison said.                                           

 He added that the environmental report card doesn't have that much impact on business at   this time because not many people are aware of it, but it could gain weight in the future.                                                                                   

 Contact Craig Koscho at ckoscho@calaverasenterprise.com                                   

___________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                           

Guelph Mercury (Ontario, Canada)
January 8, 2004 Thursday Final Edition

So far, a winter of discontent

SOURCE: GUELPH MERCURY

BODY:
It was cold outside Wednesday. Even today, as you read this, the deep, uncomfortable freeze will probably be continuing. Winter, as the cliche goes, now has us in its icy grip. 

Or it may not. And that's what's so unsettling. The major effect of global climate change (so scientists in the know tell us) is not that we'll be steadily basking in the mild temperatures that were around for almost all of November and much of December. It's that today's frigid temperatures and prospect (or threat) of snowfall activity are apt to suddenly give way to shirt-sleeve conditions almost without warning.

No wonder this has Gerry Reid, president of the Fergus-Elora-Belwood Snowmobiling club wearing an upside-down smile these days. Conditions for recreational snowmobiling in and around Wellington County can best be described as miserable and discouraging. There hasn't been enough snowfall to adequately cover the turf, let alone the rocks, roots and stumps that are the bane of snowmobilers everywhere.

Of course, ski resort operators can be counted upon to have their snow-making equipment going full blast in an effort to reinforce whatever white ground cover nature has left them. But next week, despite the use of some of the most modern snow-making technology anywhere, that base could easily be gone again. The next wave of mild temperatures could wipe out this week's profits over night.

Such worrisome conditions affect not just low-altitude Ontario ski resorts either. A UN Environmental Program study published last month predicted that many of the world's most popular skiing areas are facing unreliable conditions as the snow line rises further and further up the mountain slopes. Throughout Eastern Canada, the study concludes, the ski season could easily decline by between seven and 32 per cent by 2050, even as resort operators redouble their frantic efforts to manufacture white stuff.

The effects of global climate change go far being skiing, snowboarding and snowmobiling, however. What to wear as you emerge from the shelter of home or workplace becomes a challenge. No longer can you count on snowboot and parka conditions remaining firmly in place for weeks, even months at a time in Canada. Now you must be prepared to exchange winter wear with autumn-weight garments and footwear in a flash.

For many, such great shifts in weather conditions will be stimulating. Certainly, such shifts can be fascinating to watch and experience. But we might better consider how we can adjust to them in the long term, for this is a foretaste of what we are told we can expect from most future Southern Ontario winters. In time, it could become tedious.__________________________________________________________________________                                                                                          

Europa Press

La Conferencia Europea sobre Energías Renovables reunirá este mes a más de 70 delegados y expertos en Berlín

> Miércoles, 7 de Enero de 2004, 6h46 

> Fuente: Europa Press 

> MADRID, 7 (EUROPA PRESS) 

> Más de 70 representantes públicos, delegados, expertos, consultores e investigadores asistirán a la Conferencia Europea sobre Energías Renovables que se celebrará en Berlín entre los próximos 19 al 21 de enero, bajo el lema 'Opciones Políticas Inteligentes'. El objetivo de esta multitudinaria cita es impulsar las energías 'verdes' en la Unión Europea. 

> Según recuerda la Comisión Europea, la UE se encuentra en primera línea en lo que a energía renovable se refiere, consciente de que el desarrollo de las energías 'verdes' "es parte de la solución de muchos problemas económicos y medioambientales", dado que contribuyen a la creación de empleo e ingresos estables, protegen el entorno natural y proporcionan la herramienta más útil en la lucha contra el cambio climático. 

> La UE se ha planteado objetivos muy claros en esta materia: de aquí a 2010, el 10 por ciento del consumo energético europeo deberá ser cubierto por las renovables. Para ello ha adoptado un marco legal del que pronto formarán parte también los diez nuevos socios de la Unión. 

> Con este motivo, la conferencia de Berlín empezará por establecer un balance de lo conseguido hasta la fecha, analizando la evolución del mercado de la energía. En segundo lugar, los participantes expondrán las perspectivas de futuro y sus opiniones sobre el refuerzo de las iniciativas legales. El debate concluirá con propuestas y objetivos concretos. 

> Las sesiones serán inauguradas el 19 de enero por la vicepresidenta de la Comisión Europea y comisaria de Transportes y Energía, Loyola de Palacio, y el ministro alemán de Medio Ambiente, Juergen Trittin. En la clausura, el día 21, participará la comisaria europea de Medio Ambiente, Margot Wallstroem. 

> En total asistirán más de 70 representantes de Administraciones, Parlamentos, instituciones europeas, empresas, asociaciones locales, regionales, nacionales e internacionales, ONG, institutos de investigación y consultoras. Entre los ponentes destaca el director ejecutivo del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer. 

> La conferencia podrá seguirse en directo por Internet, en la página 'www.managenergy.net'. 

> ECO

> 

Financial Times

Global warming 'will kill tenth of species'
By Vanessa Houlder in London
Published: January 7 2004 22:22 | Last Updated: January 7 2004 22:22
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A tenth of the world's animals and plants could be driven to extinction by another 50 years of global warming, according to a study published on Thursday in the British journal Nature.

An international team of scientists has concluded that global warming is likely to wipe out more species than habitat destruction by farming and other human uses - previously considered the biggest threat to the world's biodiversity.

A million species could become extinct because there will be nowhere climatically suitable for them to live - or they will be unable to reach regions with a suitable climate.

The researchers forecast the number of species "committed to extinction" based on the climate change likely to occur between now and 2050. Not all the affected species would be extinct by 2050, because some respond slowly to environmental change, they said.

"It could take another 50 years for them to die off. But by 2050, we will have sealed their fate," said Alison Cameron of the University of Leeds, one of the report's authors.

Researchers said plants and insects were likely to be worse affected by climate change than birds and mammals, which are more mobile.

Climate change is likely to damage species' survival chances by reducing their sources of food and their ability to reproduce; some will be directly threatened by heat stress or drought.

The researchers warned that their estimates could be over-optimistic because they ignored the interaction of climate change with other factors, notably habitat destruction. "The two combined could be a deadly cocktail," said Ms Cameron.

"Increases in temperature can force a species to move towards its preferred, usually cooler, climate range," said Lee Hannah, a co-author, of Conservation International, in Washington.

"If habitat destruction has already altered those habitats, the species will have no safe haven."

Examples of species under threat include the majority of the 200 butterflies that are unique to Australia.

Australia may also lose the Boyd's forest dragon, an unusual reptile found in the wet tropics region of Queensland.

In Europe, vulnerable species include the red kite and the Scottish crossbill.

Urgent action to tackle climate change could significantly reduce the number of extinctions, said the researchers, who come from the UK, the Netherlands, Australia, South Africa, Brazil, US and Mexico.

"Minimising greenhouse gas emissions and sequestering carbon to realise minimum, rather than mid-range or maximum, expected climate warming could save a substantial percentage of terrestrial species from extinction," they said.
ENS

Climate Change Forecast to Extinguish One Million Species 
WASHINGTON, DC, January 8, 2004 (ENS) – Climate change could drive more than a quarter of all land animals and plants into extinction, a new study published today has determined. The Earth's warming climate could extinguish the existence of more than one million species, the researchers estimate. 

The largest collaboration of scientists to ever investigate this issue used computer models to simulate the ways species' ranges are expected to move in response to changing temperatures and climate. Their findings are published in today's edition of the journal "Nature." 

"This study makes it clear that climate change is the most significant new threat for extinctions this century," said co-author Lee Hannah, climate change biology senior fellow at the Center for Applied Biodiversity Science at Conservation International. "The combination of increasing habitat loss, already recognized as the largest single threat to species, and climate change, is likely to devastate the ability of species to move and survive." 

The study estimates that climate change projected to take place between now and the year 2050 will place 15 to 37 percent of all species in several biodiversity-rich regions at risk of extinction. The scientists believe there is a high likelihood of extinctions due to climate change in other regions, as well. 

It is inevitable that at least 18 percent of all land plants and animals now on Earth will be on their way to extinction by 2050, the study finds, based on the climate changes that have already taken place. 

But 15 to 20 percent of all land species could be saved from extinction if the minimum scenario of climate warming occurs. 

South Africa's national flower, the King Protea, could become extinct if climate warming is not halted. (Photo courtesy South African Crystallographic Society)
For this study, scientists from the Center for Applied Biodiversity Science worked with their counterparts at the National Botanical Institute of South Africa to model more than 300 plant species in South Africa's Cape Floristic Region, located on the country's southern tip. 

In that region, 30 to 40 percent of South African Proteaceae is forecast to go extinct as a result of climate change between now and 2050. Proteaceae is a family of flowering plants that includes South Africa's national flower, the King Protea. 

The Cape Floristic Region is considered one of the world's 25 biodiversity hotspots, areas with a large number of unique species under tremendous threat. 

In all, scientists studied six regions around the world representing 20 percent of the planet's land area and projected the future distributions of 1,103 animal and plant species. 

Three different climate change scenarios were considered – minimal, mid-range and maximum, as was the ability of some species to successfully "disperse," or move to a different area, preventing extinction caused by climate change. 

The mid-range projection is that 24 percent of species will become extinct, and under maximum expected climate change, 35 percent of all land species will cease to exist. 

"If these projections are extrapolated globally and to other groups of land animals and plants, our analyses suggest that well over a million species could be threatened with extinction as a result of climate change," said study lead author Chris Thomas of the University of Leeds. 

The critically endangered Ethopian wolf (Photo courtesy Africa Environment Outlook)
These forecasts are for species predicted to go extinct eventually based on climate change between now and 2050, but do not suggest that these species will go extinct by 2050. 

Small fluctuations in climate can affect a species' ability to remain in its original habitat. Slight increases in temperature can force a species to move toward its preferred, usually cooler, climate range, the scientists explain. If development and habitat destruction have already altered those habitats, the species often have no safe haven. 

Hannah says the findings underscore the need for a two part conservation strategy. 

"First, greenhouse gases must be reduced dramatically, and a rapid switch to new, cleaner technologies could help save innumerable species," he said. 

"Second, we must design conservation strategies that recognize that climate change is going to affect entire ecosystems, and therefore have to prepare effective conservation measures immediately." 

Global mean temperatures have increased about one degree Fahrenheit over the past century with accelerated warming over the past two decades. 

Scientists attribute the recent rise of global temperature to human induced activities that have altered the chemical composition of the atmosphere. The buildup of greenhouse gases – primarily carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide – traps heat, acting like a greenhouse in the atmosphere.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Global warming 'biggest threat' 
Climate change is a far greater threat to the world than international terrorism, the government's chief scientific adviser has said. 
Sir David King said the US had failed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

And without immediate action flooding, drought, hunger and debilitating diseases such as malaria would hit millions of people around the world. 

US President George Bush says more research is needed before he introduces punitive carbon taxes on industry. 

But Sir David criticised the Bush administration for relying too exclusively on market-based incentives and voluntary actions. 

Climate change is the most severe problem we are facing today 
Sir David King 

He told Science, the house magazine of the US scientific establishment: "As the world's only remaining superpower, the United States is accustomed to leading internationally co-ordinated action. 

"But at present the US Government is failing to take up the challenge of global warming." 

Flood risk 
In Britain the number of people at high risk of flooding was expected to more than double to nearly 3.5 million by 2080, Sir David said. 

And damage to properties could run to tens of billions of pounds every year. 

Britain was trying to show leadership by cutting energy consumption and increasing the use of renewable sources, Sir David added. 

But the UK was responsible for only about 2% of the world's emissions while the US, with just 4% of the world's population, produced more than 20%. 

The UK was asking the world's developed economies to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 60% of 1990 levels by about 2050, under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC), Sir David said. 

Severe problem 
But despite declaring support for the UNFCC's objectives, the US had failed to ratify the Kyoto accord for emission reductions and "refused to countenance any remedial action now or in the future". 

The United States is already in the forefront of the science and technology of global change, and the next step is surely to tackle emissions control too 
Sir David King 

Sir David added: "We can only overcome this challenge by facing it together, shoulder to shoulder. 

"We in the rest of the world are now looking to the USA to play its leading part." 

Sir David said climate change was the most severe problem faced by the world. 

"The United States is already in the forefront of the science and technology of global change, and the next step is surely to tackle emissions control too," he said. 

"If we do not begin now, more substantial, more disruptive, and more expensive change will be needed later on." 

Population growth 
Levels of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere have risen steeply since the industrial revolution. 

Concentrations have increased mainly because of the use of fossil fuels, deforestation and other human activities, spurred on by economic and population growth. 

Greenhouse gases stop energy escaping from the Earth's surface and atmosphere. 

If levels rise too high, excessive warming can distort natural patterns of climate. 

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

China Waitress Has SARS, Two TV Workers in Clear


GUANGZHOU, China - A waitress in southern China was declared a suspected SARS case Thursday, and in Hong Kong two members of a TV crew tested negative for the deadly virus, amid fears of an outbreak days ahead of Asia's biggest holiday. 

China's Health Ministry said the 20-year-old waitress in Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong province, was suspected of having Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome after having been in hospital for nearly two weeks. A seafood restaurant was besieged by reporters after media reports identified it as the establishment where she worked. 

"Forty-eight people who had close contact with her have been isolated and 52 others who had normal contacts have been observed," the provincial health department said. 

None displayed SARS symptoms, which include a high fever and dry cough. 

A 32-year-old television producer confirmed this week as China's first SARS case since last year and identified only as Luo has recovered and left hospital Thursday. 

Three television workers from Hong Kong station TVB had visited an animal market and a hospital where Luo had been treated before they returned to Hong Kong on December 30 with fevers. They were held in hospital isolation wards. 

Two have since tested negative for SARS, a Hong Kong government spokesman said. Test results on the third were pending, he added. 

The SARS scare is emerging just ahead of the Lunar New Year holidays, when an estimated 1.89 billion journeys are forecast to be made by rail, road, ship and air around China. 

SARS killed about 800 people worldwide last year, nearly 350 of them in China. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR SCARE 

Luo's case has been linked to a coronavirus also found in wild civet cats, prized as a delicacy in southern China and sold in crowded markets. He denies eating civet and the source of his infection remains a mystery, complicating the larger question of whether the virus has begun to spread again. 

"They are still searching. They still have no answers," Beijing-based World Health Organization spokesman Roy Wadia told Reuters. 

Health officials this week banned the sale of civet cats and began a cull to prevent the spread of the disease, which has led to stepped up health screening at airports and border crossings in Asia. 

Media reports said the waitress from the central province of Henan had been serving wild game, but provincial health officials declined to comment. 

The woman first reported a fever on December 26 and was receiving treatment under quarantine at the Guangzhou No. 8 People's Hospital, one of three city hospitals designated to handle SARS patients. 

Shopkeepers near the seafood restaurant reported seeing men in white protective gear moving into the downtown building and of co-workers being held in a nearby shophouse before being taken away by bus. 

The operators of the restaurant denied she worked there. 

Authorities have stepped up protective measures for medical staff, provincial health officials said. A WHO team was on its way to Guangzhou to investigate. 

"We think that there is at this point no significant public health threat," said the WHO's Robert Breiman. "What our interest is in now is to determine what sort of steps can be taken to maintain that low public health risk." 

China has given a Saturday deadline for the slaughter of about 10,000 civet cats and has launched a rat and cockroach extermination campaign. 

With the return of the northern winter, health officials have been watching closely for a reemergence of SARS, which experts say is spread by droplets in coughs and sneezes. 

Two previous cases, in Singapore and Taiwan, were linked to medical research accidents. 

Neighbors in Luo's apartment building at Riverview Gardens, a leafy 10,000-unit haven in a middle-class Guangzhou suburb, seemed unconcerned at his return. 

"You read the papers and people say 'wah, SARS', but I say it's just another kind of flu," said Chen Qiuyou, a front desk guard. 

"So we don't know where it came from. What's the big deal?" 

Story by Jonathan Ansfield 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update –  08 January 2004

UN or UNEP in the news


 Global warming 'threatens 1 million species'
Global warming could wipe out a quarter of all species of plants and animals by 2050 in one of the biggest mass extinctions since the dinosaurs, according to an international study.
... Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN Environment Program, says the report shows that extinctions could hit billions of people, mainly in the Third World, who rely ...
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s1022033.htm

ONE MILLION SPECIES UNDER THREAT
Special Broadcasting Service, Australia -8.1.2004 http://www9.sbs.com.au/theworldnews/region.php?id=76466&region=3 

Islands Fight For World Attention On Global Warming 
UN Wire, Wednesday, January 7, 2004  - Small island states facing the possibility of being submerged as a result of the consequences of global warming have mounted efforts to combat the trend, but their initiatives have largely fallen on deaf ears in the rest of the world, the London Independent reported yesterday.
One islet belonging to Kiribati, Tebua Tarawa, has already disappeared in what is thought to be a result of rising sea levels due to the sea's thermal expansion and run-off from land-based glaciers.  Kiribati and Tuvalu and are among a group of island countries that have formed the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) to collectively warn about the threats they face.
http://www.unwire.org/UNWire/20040107/449_11773.asp 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP news update – 8 January 2004

General Environment News 
Medical waste disposal
China Daily 2004-01-08

The State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China has submitted a plan to the State Council on setting up 200 to 300 medical waste treatment and disposal centers over the next two to three years. 

Officials and experts at the Ministry of Health and the Beijing municipal government said that the move is a response to the outbreak of SARS. 

During the outbreak of SARS last year, large quantity of medical wastes was produced. However, hospitals in nearly all large and medium-sized Chinese cities had no adequate incineration facilities at that time. A sub-standard incinerator was ineffective to eliminate harmful and poisonous substances in medical garbage and just produced particles that polluted the air, said Nie Yongfeng, a professor with the Department of Environmental Science and Engineering of Qinghua University.

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2004-01/08/content_296660.htm
Water shortage urgent challenge


China Daily 2004-01-08

Minister of Water Resources Wang Shucheng urged authorities to push water conservation efforts. 

"Water shortage will become one of the country's most urgent challenges... in the next two decades,'' the minister warned yesterday at a national conference. 

Problems have worsened in most urban areas as supplies shrink in more than 400 cities while persistent droughts are endangering crops in rural areas. 

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2004-01/08/content_296651.htm
________________________________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATE

AFX European Focus
January 8, 2004 

A tenth of the world's animals and plants could be driven to extinction by another 50 years of global warming, according to a study published on Thursday in the British journal Nature.

An international team of scientists has concluded that global warming is likely to wipe out more species than habitat destruction by farming and other human uses - previously considered the biggest threat to the world's biodiversity.

A million species could become extinct because there will be nowhere climatically suitable for them to live - or they will be unable to reach regions with a suitable climate.

http://news.ft.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=FT.com/StoryFT/FullStory&c=StoryFT&cid=1073280859547&p=1012571727092
Also covered by Le Figaro http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040107180414.jhjcgaov.html
Global warming could kill 25 pct of land based animal, plant life – scientists
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Agencia de noticias de la Amazonia

NORTH AMERICAN CONGRESS APPROVES FUNDING TO FUMIGATE IN NATURAL RESERVES OF COLOMBIA  
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The United States Congress prepares to grant funding to help Colombia to fumigate in parks and natural reserves. The project already definite, will be approved by vote on Monday in the plenary of the Senate and sent to the White House to be endorsed, states an article published in the web site of Rebellion Organization. The funding comes from the budget for Foreign Operations 2004 of the United States, that also provides the financial resources to the fight against drug trafficking and  terrorism in Colombia.  

The American Congress took the measure after several weeks of debate.  Before approving it, the State Secretary, Colin Powell, will have to corroborate to the Congress that this fumigation is allowed by the Colombian law and is the only way to control illegal crops in these areas.  

The natural parks in Colombia take up more than 10 million hectares.  This country is considered the second with greatest biodiversity of the planet, after Brazil.  

The publication also gives reactions of Colombian people before this announcement.  According to José Soria, General Secretary of the Organization of Indigenous People of the Colombian Amazon, "that type of violations should not be allowed in strategic areas with great fauna and flora reserves". He also revealed that two weeks ago the indigenous authorities and Government reached an agreement to not fumigate in Indigenous Reservations. The meeting was carried out with the Vice Minister of Justice and of the Interior, Juan Carlos Vives Menotti.  

On the other hand, the former Minister of the Environment of Colombia Juan Mayr said that "this is one of the most serious situations of the environmental issue in the country, is an attack against the collective patrimony of Colombian people... This issue might go to Court, for the national parks, according to the Constitution, are patrimony of Colombian people."  

Carlos Castaño Uribe, former manager of the Unit of Natural National Parks during 14 years and currently consultant of Conservation International (CI), said that " the country has made lots of efforts to keep protected areas away , because they are the genetic source of the Nation. The richest biodiversity in the planet could not be affected that way."  

Camilo González Posso, former Health Minister and current director of Indepaz NGO said that the environmental impact would be tremendously negative as well as the people’s living conditions . "It is true that the use of chemical elements in the elaboration of the pasta.

www.tierramerica.net
Environment Ministers Carve Out a Space

By Humberto Márquez*
Little by little, the environmental ministries in Latin America are expanding their influence in the public sphere. Since 1998, they have been part of a regional forum that has helped unite them as a single voice in global environmental politics.
CARACAS - The natural riches of Latin America and the Caribbean -- whether their 900 million hectares of forest or the unparalleled diversity of plants, birds, reptiles and other animals -- have not yet translated into greater power for the region's environment ministries, which are entrusted with managing and protecting that wealth. 

The environment ministries have emerged as a result of global concern about the environment, and have advanced in a process that has been littered with obstacles, including funding shortfalls, according to Tierramérica's conversations with the ministers. 

Over the past three decades, the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have created environment ministries, though with different levels of power, and in 1998 the forum of these portfolios became the region's maximum authority for taking environmental decisions in the international sphere. 

The forum promotes a common regional policy and the "transversality" of public policies, in other words, all decisions, such as those related to industrial investment, mining, watershed management and agricultural development should take into account environmental rules and precautions. 

"It is important that the (environmental) issue is incorporated into public policy in a region where 70 percent of the population is urban, and the environment is equivalent to cleaning up cities and improving access to housing and potable water," Juan Pablo Bonilla, deputy environment minister in Colombia, told Tierramérica. 

The political influence of these ministries varies from country to country, but some of the determining factors are budget, constitutional authority and even the political weight of the environment ministers themselves. 

The case of the Brazilian environment ministry is illustrative. Minister Marina Silva, a long-time supporter of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, leader of the leftist Workers Party (PT), has wielded her power where she can. 

Despite some setbacks, particularly the green light given the cultivation and sale of genetically modified soy, the environment ministry maintains strong influence over policy, because it has the power to authorize or ban activities related to fishing, transport of species, construction of mega-projects, management of water resources and energy production. 

"Transversality is present in all government policy making. But there are differences of opinion. The duty of the Cabinet is to process and integrate them, and the environmental question is a priority," Mitzi da Costa, head of environmental affairs at Brazil's foreign ministry, told Tierramérica. 

But not everyone agrees that the environment is a priority. "The ministry faces a difficult situation and loses battles to the agriculture and finance ministries, even in the case of conquests made by the previous administration" of Fernando Henrique Cardoso, says the editor of the environmental publication 'Jornal do Meio Ambiente', Vilmar Berna. 

"The environment is second to economics," he said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

In Costa Rica, the "transversal" approach came hand-in-hand with institutional redesign. 

"Ours is a politically strong office because it is the ministry of environment, and of energy and mines," says Costa Rican minister Carlos Rodríguez. 

When he showed up for a ministry-level discussion on mining, several of his colleagues told him: "You came to the wrong meeting." 

But "by integrating the environment with energy and mining issues we are trying to resolve a contradiction and the environmental decisions are a strong presence in the government's economic sector," says Rodríguez. 

Venezuela is proud of being the first country in the region to establish an environment-specific ministry, which it did in 1976, promoting conservation laws and putting six of every 10 square kilometers of Venezuelan territory under some sort of legal protection. 

In a conversation with Tierramérica, minister Ana Elisa Osorio defended the role of her office in another area of policy transversality: environmental education. "This is outside formal education, and should be a component of the work of organizations and projects in all areas in the duty that belongs to all of us, which is the fight against poverty," she said. 

But environmentalists are pessimistic about the role of the ministry. "This is the ministry with least political weight, and every time they have negotiated plans for social or economic development, it has had to cede to the ministries of finance, economy or agriculture," says César Aponte, leader of the non-governmental conservation group Bioparques. 

The annual budget of the Venezuelan environment ministry is 187 million dollars, or 0.7 percent of state expenses. 

The ministry in Colombia, one of the top six countries in terms of biological diversity, has a budget of 38 million dollars, which is not even one percent of the national budget. 

The environment ministry is part of a much broader ministry so its power has been reduced, says Manuel Rodríguez, a former minister. This "is going to limit society's ability to protect the environment. In Latin America in general it is insufficient, and in our case is increasingly reduced." 

In Mexico, President Vicente Fox has built the environment ministry along political instead of technocrat lines, naming career politician Alberto Cárdenas, a longtime National Action Party (PAN), to head the portfolio. 

The ministry, known as the Secretariat of Environment, Natural Resources and Fisheries, has an annual budget of 1.7 billion dollars, or 1.2 percent of the national budget. 

In Suriname, the ministry is just a year old, and includes labor and technological development in addition to environmental matters. 

"It is too early for an assessment but not for making bets, because the opportunities in Suriname lie in the management and sustainable development of 80 to 90 percent of its territory, which is uninhabited forest," minister Clifford Marica told Tierramérica. 

Despite their limited budgets, the environmental ministries of Latin America and the Caribbean are fighting to expand their power. 

National campaigns or debates that were able to galvanize public opinion, such as those related to the glyphosate fumigation of illegal drug crops in Colombia, or to the cultivation of genetically modified soy in Brazil, are proving that the ministries can be more than a mere "green" presence in the national Cabinets. 

· Humberto Márquez is an IPS correspondent. Mario Osava (Brazil), María Isabel García (Colombia) and Diego Cevallos (Mexico) contributed to this report.
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	Future of FTAA Not What It Was

	



By Ignacio Avalos Gutiérrez*
What came out of the first draft of the hemisphere-wide trade treat was a skeleton "that gradually will be fleshed out".
CARACAS - When then-U.S. president Bill Clinton proposed the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) in 1994, things did not look easy, but they did not seem as enormously complicated as they do now that 2004 is underway. 

The nearly religious faith in the liberalization of markets as an essential means towards development, and the belief that economic growth and social welfare would flow unstoppably from it, have been debilitated. 

Over the past decade, all has not been a bed of roses in the trade talks, and there are few left who would bet that the FTAA will take effect in January 2005 as was originally planned. 

From the Latin American side, the cracks are gradually becoming visible in a treaty that was thought out in terms that benefit the interests of the United States too much. The United States represents 70 percent of the hemisphere's gross domestic product and already has trade partners this region of the world where more than half of the people live in poverty. 

The cracks are evident in the agricultural trade issue, one of the thorniest, in which Washington is steadfast in its refusal to give up its farm subsidies; in the environmental area, which in the FTAA rules is considered a minor issue, subject to the logic of investment; in intellectual property, where regulations are to be even more strict than those of the World Trade Organization (WTO); in the discriminatory treatment of national investment with respect to foreign investment; and in the de fact preeminence of the prerogatives of the private sector over those of the state. 

There are cracks in the area of human rights, damaged not only in content (demands for health services and education are ignored, as are economic and social rights, as they are turned into private contractual relations), but also in the ability to respect, protect and guarantee them. 

With alarm we have seen -- let's put it this way -- the liquidation of the decision-making power of the state, as if it has been forgotten that democracy is not possible without a strong state, and that the FTAA should extend even further the public authorities, the only way to control capitalism that could easily turn authoritarian. 

We also see the overwhelming predominance of the market as a mechanism for regulating social live and the emergence of a "supra-national" sovereignty that, in practice, seems difficult to distinguish from the power represented by the U.S. government. 

The white smoke coming out of the latest FTAA ministerial conference, in Miami, only tells us of a minimal agreement -- "decaffeinated", said someone -- the result, undoubtedly of the pressure on some Latin American countries to take into consideration the asymmetries and imbalances between them. 

As such, what came out of the first draft of the FTAA treaty is a skeleton "that will be fleshed out," said one of the trade ministers in attendance, while the thornier issues were dispatched to the realm of the WTO. 

The future of the FTAA is not what it once was. But it is difficult to know if it will be better or worse. It will depend on how things play out between the U.S. government and countries like Argentina and Brazil, capable of serving as a counterweight from their position in Mercosur (Southern Common Market). It will also depend on how the bilateral trade treaties with the U.S. unfold. There is the risk that the FTAA will end up, at least for awhile, a patchwork quilt. 

And it will depend on the opinion of civil society, which is increasingly suspicious of an accord of this magnitude, one that would affect the lives of everyone in the Americas, and is being negotiated behind closed doors. 
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THURSDAY    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN seeks $31.3 million for 90-day post-quake rehabilitation in Iran

*
Bam earthquake shows need for safer global housing standards, UN expert says

*
UN says voter registration in Afghanistan insufficient to allow for June elections 

*
Afghanistan: UN women’s rights expert says new Constitution heralds era of progress

*
UN official visits South Asia in bid to drum up more peacekeeping troops 

*
New report highlights importance of cutting greenhouse gases, UN official says

*
World tobacco demand set to rise until 2010, but at slower rate – UN report 

*
Without urgent action now, lagging millennium health goals will be missed – UN

*
UN and Guatemala sign landmark agreement in bid to curb illegal and secret groups

* * * *

Iran: Appeal

8 January – The United Nations today asked donors for $31.3 million to meet the three-month relief and rehabilitation needs of the tens of thousands of people in Bam, Iran, who were affected by the powerful earthquake which rocked the area last month.

The flash appeal was launched in Bam by the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, who lauded the quick response of the Iranian Government and the Iranian Red Crescent Society to the needs created by the disaster and “the impressive international solidarity that had been displayed” in its immediate aftermath.

Of the 115,000 people who had been living in the worst-hit area, the earthquake killed more than 30,000 and injured another 30,000. The destruction of an estimated 85 percent of the mud-brick buildings has left 75,000 people homeless and levelled such prized historical structures as the world’s largest mud-brick edifice, a 2,000-year-old citadel.

The greatest share of the funds sought – $6.4 million – will go to health and nutrition. With all three major hospitals damaged or destroyed, the money would be used to support the work of Iran’s Ministry of Health and Medical Education in the area.

Some $6 million would go towards accelerating the area’s economic recovery and rehabilitating its infrastructure, including farming. Another $5.7 million would provide latrines and rehabilitate wells, while $2.6 million would pay for the removal of tons of rubble, provide temporary shelter and prepare for the construction of disaster-resistant buildings.

About $4 million would go towards continuing the education of local children, despite the crumbling of Bam’s 131 schools, and $3.7 million would pay for protection programmes, including mental health care for traumatized children.

The remaining funds would pay for the assessment of damage to and the safeguarding of Bam’s important historical sites.

The UN bid for funds was launched in coordination with a complementary appeal from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

* * *

Iran: housing

8 December – Iran’s recent tragic earthquake, which left up to 32,000 dead and 70,000 homeless, must drive all members of the international community to develop safe shelter conditions across the globe, according to a UN human rights expert.

“Compliance with sound housing standards achieved progressively throughout the world can ensure that the loss of life, human suffering and homelessness resulting from natural disasters are minimized in the future,” Miloon Kothari, the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing of the UN Commission on Human Rights, said on Wednesday.

Lauding the courage shown by the survivors of the 26 December earthquake, he noted that part of the International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights defines “habitability” as a necessary element of the right to adequate housing.

“I would like to stress that standards dictated by ‘habitability,’ including durability of homes to withstand earthquake and other disasters, should guide the reconstruction efforts in Bam,” Mr. Kothari said.

* * *

Afghanistan

8 January – Insecurity in Afghanistan has impeded voter registration efforts, putting in jeopardy an election planned for June, a United Nations spokesman said today.

“It is close to impossible to meet the June date with the current security conditions that do not permit registration teams to go throughout the country,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva said in Kabul.

According to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), more than 270,000 Afghans have registered to vote so far in the country’s eight main cities – more than 215,000 men and just under 60,000 women.

But this falls far short of what would be needed to hold elections in the coming months. In a recent report to the Security Council, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan points out that the number of registration centres currently open is “too low” to meet the target.

He further warns that the situation could cause rifts in the war-ravaged country. “Direct access to each of up to 10 million eligible voters must be available, and lack of access due to insecurity will result in the disenfranchisement of voters,” he notes.” Given that inaccessible areas are concentrated in the south, this disenfranchisement would have most damaging ethnic undertones.”

The Secretary-General urges the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the coalition to expand security assistance beyond Kabul in order to promote stability and foster an environment conducive to a free ballot process.

Under the UN-brokered Bonn Agreement, which in late 2001 ushered in a new era of political transition for Afghanistan, the parties agreed that free and fair elections should be held no later than two years from the date of the convening of the country’s Emergency Loya Jirga, or grand council. That session was held in June 2002.

* * *

Afghanistan: women’s rights

8 January – Hailing the recent adoption of a Constitution for Afghanistan, the head of a United Nations women’s rights committee today said the charter marks the beginning of a new era of gender equality in the country.

The Afghan Constitution, adopted on Sunday, explicitly guarantees that men and women have equal rights and duties before the law. “This is a significant victory for women and girls in Afghanistan who barely three years ago were completely excluded from all spheres of life and faced systematic violations of their human rights on a daily basis,” said Feride Acar, the Chairperson of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

By promoting gender equality, the Constitution will serve as a “vital starting point” for the country’s transformation, she said, because it “legitimizes the important role played by women and girls in Afghanistan in reshaping their future and in rebuilding their country.”

Afghanistan is a party to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Ms. Acar, whose committee monitors compliance with that treaty, pledged today to work for its “full and effective implementation” in Afghanistan.

“As we celebrate the dawn of a new era for Afghanistan, I congratulate the Afghan people, and especially its women, for this incredible achievement,” she said.

Until the Taliban regime was toppled, Afghan women faced a number of severe restrictions, including prohibitions on schooling and employment.

* * *

Peacekeeping

8 January – The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations is visiting Pakistan and Bangladesh to thank both Governments for their support of UN missions and to seek further assistance.

Jean-Marie Guéhenno’s trip comes as demand for soldiers to serve in the world body’s operations outstrips supply. “He’s trying to drum up troop contributions for anticipated peacekeeping missions this year,” explained UN spokesman Fred Eckhard in New York.

Mr. Guéhenno flew to Bangladesh today after spending a few days in Islamabad, the Pakistani capital, where he met with President Pervez Musharraf, Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Jamali and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mahmoud Kasuri.

The two South Asian countries are the UN’s top contributors to peacekeeping. Pakistan had 5,343 military observers, civilian police and troops on UN duty and Bangladesh 4,274 as of the end of last November.

* * *

Environment

8 January – A new report published today warning that 1 million species are threatened with extinction unless greenhouse gases are drastically reduced prompted the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to reiterate the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement meant to cut emissions.

“If 1 million species become extinct as a result of global warming, it is not just the plant and animal kingdoms and the beauty of the planet that will suffer,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer warned. “Billions of people, especially in the developing world, will suffer too as they rely on nature for such essential goods and services as food, shelter and medicines. Many developing countries also rely on nature-based tourism to generate much-needed foreign exchange earnings.”

The paper, published in the scientific journal Nature, found that 15 to 37 per cent of all species in the six regions studied – representing one-fifth of the planet’s land area – could become extinct under the mid-range climate warming scenarios that are likely to occur between now and 2050.

In contrast, if minimum, rather than maximum, climate warming is achieved, 15 to 20 per cent more of all land species could potentially be saved from extinction. The study, which drew the largest collaboration of scientists ever, projected the future distribution of 1,103 plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs, butterflies and other invertebrates.

“Unbridled climate change is the spectre haunting many of the objectives enshrined in…the United Nations Millennium Development Goals in areas such as biodiversity, but also in ones such as water and sanitation,” Mr. Toepfer said. “Unfortunately, this alarming report underlines again to the world the importance of brining into force the Kyoto Protocol.”

* * *

Tobacco

8 January – With smoking set to continue declining in rich countries while rising in poorer States, world tobacco demand is expected to increase until the year 2010 due to population and income growth, but at lower rates than in the past, according to a new United Nations study published today.

The number of smokers is expected to grow from 1.1 billion in 1998 to around 1.3 billion in 2010, an increase of about 1.5 per cent annually, according the report by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). But consumption per adult is expected to decline by around 10 per cent by 2010, and individual consumption will probably be around 1.4 kilos per year -- from around 1.6 kilos in 2000.

Applying an aggressive anti-smoking and anti-tobacco policy, consumption per person could even be cut by 20 per cent, FAO said.

Cigarette smoking is the most prevalent use, with China leading the world with some 320 million smokers. In India, the second most important consumer, smoking cigarettes accounts for only 25 per cent, with most people consuming the product in non-cigarette forms such as chewing.

Tobacco demand in developed countries is declining slowly and will reach about 2.05 million tons in 2010, 10 per cent lower than the 2.23 million tons consumed in 1998, FAO said. This can be attributed to slower population and income growth. Increasing awareness of the damaging health effects together with government anti-smoking measures such as banning advertising and greater taxation have also reduced tobacco consumption.

But more tobacco will be smoked in developing countries, where consumption is expected to grow to 5.09 million tons by 2010 from 4.2 million in the late 1990s, an average annual growth rate of 1.7 per cent, significantly lower than the 2.8 percent rate over the previous three decades.

* * *

Health

8 January – Many developing countries will not reach the health-related goals set by the United Nations Millennium Summit, such as slashing infant and maternal death rates, unless clear action is taken at once, followed by a concerted effort over the next 12 years, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank warned today.

Representatives of governments, donor and development agencies, UN agencies and recipient countries are meeting in Geneva today and tomorrow to assess progress so far towards meeting the health goals and to map out what needs to be done if the world is to stand a realistic chance of reaching them.

At the Summit in 2000, 189 States committed themselves to eight ambitious Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for improving the health and well-being of hundreds of millions of people in the developing world by 2015. Four of them relate to health: to reduce maternal mortality by three-quarters and child mortality by two-thirds, halve the proportion of people who suffer from hunger, combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other infectious diseases, and improve access to safe drinking water and essential drugs.

“When these kinds of targets are set, it seems too soon to take urgent action, and then, after a few short years, it seems too late,” WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in a statement in Geneva. “Where the targets are the product of a large consensus there is also the hazard of everyone waiting for everyone else to risk making the first move. We still have time to avoid these pitfalls with the targets for 2015, but to do so we have to act now.”

The World Bank estimates that progress against child mortality has been so slow that no sub-Saharan African country is on target to reach that MDG. At the current pace in the developing world as a whole, only 16 per cent of countries – representing 19 per cent of the developing world’s population – are on track for this goal. Similarly, only 17 per cent of developing countries are likely to meet the maternal mortality goal; here, Latin America and the Caribbean fare worst, with just 4.2 per cent of countries on track. In addition, only 40 per cent of developing countries are on track to reach the malnutrition target.

“Even with general economic growth and faster progress on the non-health MDGs, many regions will still miss many of the health MDG targets,” said World Bank President James Wolfensohn. “We need to look at measures such as committing increased resources to meeting the health-related MDGs, and using those resources more effectively in countries.”

* * *

Guatemala

7 January – The United Nations and Guatemala signed a landmark agreement today to set up an investigative panel on illegal groups and secret security organizations in the country, giving the UN – for the first time – prosecutorial powers to work within the justice system of one of its Member States.

The Commission to Investigate Illegal Groups and Clandestine Security Organizations in Guatemala, to be known by its Spanish acronym CICIACS (Comisión de Investigación de Cuerpos Ilegales y Aparatos Clandestinos de Seguridad en Guatemala), aims to limit current criminal behaviour by prosecuting some cases, as well as to fortify the country’s justice sector.

Once ratified by the Guatemalan Congress, the Commission will have an initial lifespan of two years. It will be headed by a Commissioner appointed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and will include a team of investigators and prosecutors experienced in human rights and organized crime.

UN officials said the Commission differs from efforts by the UN in other countries to bring accountability in that it will work within the Guatemalan legal system using Guatemalan rules of procedure to investigate and prosecute new cases in local courts. Previous truth and reconciliation commissions examined past offences, while the criminal tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda are international in nature and follow special rules of procedure.

One of CICIACS’s strong points is that the initiative came from civil society, UN officials added. “We in the UN responded to a request from the Government to help make the CICIACS idea a reality, but in so doing we are responding to a request from the people of Guatemala,” said UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast, who signed the agreement along with Foreign Minister Edgar Gutierrez at UN Headquarters in New York.

“Guatemalans had recognized that continuing human rights violations and general lawlessness were holding their society back, and turned to the international community for help.”

In asking the UN to establish CICIACS, Mr. Prendergast added, “Guatemala has recognized that its own justice sector institutions are having difficulty confronting some kinds of criminality. Likewise, we in the international community have recognized that not all the assistance we have given over the years to the justice sector has had the desired effect.”

“Now the hard work begins,” he said. “We must recognize that CICIACS is an experiment and we – Guatemalans, the United Nations and its Member States – must work closely together to ensure that the experiment is a success.”

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Iran
Earlier today in Bam, Iran, the United Nations launched a flash appeal for $31.3 million to meet the needs of people affected by the devastating earthquake there.

The funding will go towards programmes to meet emergency needs and smooth the transition from emergency assistance to medium and long-term recovery.

The appeal covers a wide variety of sectors, including, food, sanitation and shelter.

At the launch, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, praised the swift response of the Iranian authorities as well as the impressive international solidarity displayed in the quake’s aftermath.

Egeland is currently in Tehran, where he met with Iranian President Mohammed Khatami.  As I mentioned yesterday, Egeland delivered to the President a letter from the Secretary-General pledging the UN’s long term assistance for Iran’s efforts in Bam. 

We have more information upstairs in a press release.

On a related note, Miloon Kothari, the UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, says the earthquake underscores the need for the development of safe housing standards worldwide. 

Adequate housing is not only a human right, he said in a statement, it can also ensure that loss of life and human suffering during natural disasters can be reduced.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan says that more than 270,000 Afghans have registered to vote so far in the country’s eight main cities –- more than 215,000 of those are men and just under 60,000 are women.

This voter registration rate, as the Secretary-General noted in his report this week to the Security Council, is far below that necessary to complete registration for elections later this year.  Manoel de Almeida e Silva, the spokesman for the Mission, said today that the registration rate isn’t moving as fast as needed to meet an election date by this June.

He added that it’s “close to impossible” to hold elections by June as long as the current security conditions do not permit registration teams to travel throughout the country.

We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman
We issued the following statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning encouraging developments on the Korean Peninsula yesterday, and I’ll read it into the record:

“The Secretary-General feels that there is a growing momentum for the resumption of the six-party talks, thus advancing the Beijing process intended to resolve the nuclear and related issues in the Korean Peninsula.  While urging the parties to the talks to intensify their preparations, the Secretary-General is encouraged by the recent statement by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as well as the response to it by the countries concerned.”

**Security Council
The Security Council has scheduled no meetings or consultations for today.

For the record, the Council President, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, read out a press statement on Eritrea and Ethiopia yesterday afternoon.

Voicing concern about the lack of progress in the demarcation process, Council members expressed support for the Secretary-General’s intention to consider additional measures to move forward with demarcation and the peace process and help the parties overcome their differences, in particular through good offices.

They noted that this offer doesn’t represent an alternative mechanism.  They also called upon Ethiopia and Eritrea to respond constructively to proposals by the Secretary-General in this regard.

**Guéhenno
The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno has just completed a visit to Pakistan.

During his few days in Islamabad, Guéhenno was able to meet with President Pervez Musharraf, Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Jamali and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mahmoud Kasuri.

He is now on his way to Bangladesh.  And as you know, he’s trying to drum up troop contributions for anticipated peacekeeping missions in this year, 2004.

**UNEP/Nature
Following the release today of a major study on climate change, Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, has called attention to the importance of bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol. 

The scientific paper, published in the journal Nature, warns that a million species are threatened with extinction unless greenhouse gas emissions are drastically reduced.

Toepfer adds that the figure of 1 million may be underestimated, and billions of people –- especially in the developing world –- would also suffer as they rely on nature for essential goods and services such as food and shelter.

We have more details upstairs.

**Tobacco
World tobacco demand is expected to increase until the year 2010, but at lower rates than in the past, the Food and Agriculture Organization says in a new study today.

FAO says that world tobacco production is projected to reach over

7.1 million tons in 2010, up from 5.9 million tons from 1997 to 1999.

Meanwhile, the number of smokers is expected to grow from 1.1 billion in 1998 to about 1.3 billion in 2010.

At the same time, the study says, cigarette consumption per person is declining in the developed world, and modestly declining in developing countries –- including China, the world’s major cigarette consumer.

We have a press release with more details upstairs.

**MDG/Health
Many developing countries won’t be able to reach health-related Millennium Development Goals unless action is taken now and sustained over the next

12 years.

That’s the message from the World Health Organization and the World Bank, which are hosting the first session of a high-level summit on the issue in Geneva today and tomorrow.

The health goals include reducing maternal mortality, improving access to safe drinking water and essential drugs and halving the number of people who suffer from hunger.

WHO and the World Bank add that lack of progress in the health area is likely to affect progress towards other Millennium Development Goals.

We have a press release with more upstairs.

**Press conference tomorrow
Press conference tomorrow in this room 11 a.m., the Canadian Mission will be sponsoring a conference by the NGO, Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict.  They will be discussing their recent report entitled “Protecting Children in Armed Conflict:  Blueprints for Compliance”.

**World Chronicle television programme
And finally, the Information Department has asked me to announce that World Chronicle programme 922 featuring Theo van Boven, the Special Rapporteur

on Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

That’s my report for today.  Yes, please?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Two questions.  Has Pakistan indicated one way or the other whether it will contribute more troops for peacekeeping efforts?  And second, I was wondering if the Secretary-General has any reaction to the statements by the Ivory Coast ambassador earlier today that that country essentially plans to go around parliament and hold a direct referendum on the issues of land tenure and nationality (inaudible) as part of recent peace agreements.  Does he approve or disapprove of that decision?

Spokesman:  We don’t have a full enough report from Islamabad to say whether anything concrete was agreed.  What we will try to do is get Guéhenno to come here and talk to you at the end of his trip and maybe he can give you his sense of the reactions he got from all the various potential troop contributors he will have seen at that point.

As for the Côte d’Ivoire ambassador’s press conference that ended just a short time ago; I am not sure the Secretary-General, who has had meetings during this period, had time to look at it.  He will most likely receive a report from his political advisors and I’ll have to wait for that to be delivered before I can comment.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Fred, the Secretary-General urges the parties to the Beijing process to accelerate their preparations.  Would he be in favour of having some kind of UN presence at that meeting?

Spokesman:  He has, as you know, a special envoy, Maurice Strong, who has been doing what he can on the humanitarian side where UN assistance to North Korea is concentrated and to the extent possible also facilitating on the political side.  I don’t think the Secretary-General feels that Mr. Strong needs to be present at the six-party talks.  But certainly, as you can see from the statement, he favours that approach to resolving this problem diplomatically.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, you said 270,000 Afghans are registered to vote and you say that’s far short.  How far short is that of what would be acceptable or what you feel acceptable?  What if they don’t reach an acceptable…?

Spokesman:  I don’t have a specific number for you.  If you like, we can call the mission and find out what their target number is if they have one.  But I don’t know what it is.

Question:  And what if they don’t reach it?

Spokesman:  Well, the point is that the target date of June now appears to be out of reach.  That’s the news of today given the rate of registration thus far and the continuing security concerns.

Thank you very much.
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