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Other Environment-related News
· NY Times - Underwater Volcano Offers Explosive Show




Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA (8 and 9 June)
· ROAP
· ROLAC
· ROWA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   June 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  June 2004
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Green Consumer Guide

Address ‘real’ renewable concerns - UNEP

Monday 07 June 2004

A predicted $1.9 trillion global market for renewable energy over the next fifteen years will not be fulfilled unless ‘real concerns’ are addressed by the financial sector, according to the UN Environment Programme. A study by the UNEP’s Climate Change Working Group, presented at last week’s Bonn Conference for Renewable Energies, calls for more leadership and action on the issue from financial institutions. 

Affordable finance is outlined in the report as one of the major drivers for the renewable energy industry, alongside government legislation, to make investment in the market more attractive. 

"It's time to get down to business,” commented UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "Sustainable development needs sustainable energy, but sustainable energy needs investment." 

The study also calls for governments around the world to develop stricter targets for the production and implementation of clean energy. 

Greenpeace praised the Bonn event as a significant step, but urged faster development. “Bonn has shown that renewable energy is on track to become a major global energy provider, backed by civil society, the business community, consumers, and trade unions,” said Steve Sawyer, the group’s International Political Director. “Unfortunately, most of the rapid growth in the industry in recent years is as a result of the policies of a handful of governments. The list of countries is now growing, but not fast enough.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________

Green Consumer Guide

Renewable action plan unveiled
Tuesday 08 June 2004
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The European Investment Bank (EIB) has outlined new commitments to renewable energy as part of an action plan at the International Conference for Renewable Energies in Bonn, following a call by the UNEP for the financial sector to show more leadership on the issue. 

The EIB, which supports capital investment promoting EU policies, has lent over €1.6bn to the renewables industry over the last five years. 

In a statement announcing the plan, EIB Vice President Peter Sedgewick committed the Bank to increasing its European renewables lending by 50%, improving support for the industry in developing nations and financing carbon dioxide reduction projects, among other initiatives. 

The EIB’s action plan backs up the EU’s climate change policies, which include 22% electricity from renewables by 2010. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

ENVIRONMENT DAY-SOUTH AFRICA:                                              

 Taking the Sting Out of Beekeeping                                         

 Moyiga Nduru                                                               

 While much of this year's World Environment Day (Jun. 5) will be spent  discussing the fate of the oceans (the theme of the day is 'Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?'), something altogether smaller is also         

 receiving attention in South Africa: the bee.                              

 JOHANNESBURG, June 4 (IPS) - "Our people used to smoke (out) bees, (and)  that resulted in the burning of the forests. That's one of the reasons why  the African indigenous bee is threatened with extinction. Our task now is   to conserve this bee," Rejoice Mabudafhasi, Deputy Minister of   Environmental Affairs and Tourism, told IPS Wednesday (Jun. 2).            

 The African bee is regarded as the most aggressive of bee species. But,  "It's also the most hardworking in the world. And its (honey) has got a sweet natural taste," says Mabudafhasi.                                    

 This flavour - and the role bees play in pollinating the crops that supply fruit for South Africa's large fruit industry - have ensured that the insects have economic as well as environmental worth. The bee industry is  

 currently thought to be worth almost 466 million dollars, according to various sources.                                                           

 As a result, efforts are underway to give people who fear bees a sense of  their importance.                                                          

 "We tell the communities, 'Don't burn the bees. Don't torch them. Stop forest fire in the plantations. Look after the bees'," says Jean-Marie Jullienne, Chief Executive Officer of the Bee Foundation, a private      

 company based in the capital, Pretoria, which will be working with  government to train new beekeepers.                                        

 "A bee lives only between 32 to 35 days - it has a very short lifespan.   This is why we need to educate the community to look after them,"  Jullienne told IPS in a telephone interview Wednesday.                     

 As part of its efforts to alert South Africans to the value of bees, the foundation plans to help 100,000 people in rural areas set up their own beekeeping businesses over a three-year period.                            

 It will sell specially designed beehives (which come equipped with bee populations) to these people at a reduced rate of about 62 dollars each;   the market price for the hives is between 93 and 124 dollars. No           

 specialised skills are needed to manage the hives.                         

 When the honey is ready for harvesting, staff from the Bee Foundation will collect it - paying farmers just over 120 dollars for every kilogramme of  honey. As each hive is expected to yield at least 20 kilogrammes of honey  every year, the farmers can look forward to a gross annual income of about 2,500 dollars.                                                             

 After repaying the loans taken out to buy the hives, the farmers will have a net monthly income of 155 dollars - no small amount in a country where most of the population was impoverished by apartheid.                      

 South Africa currently has up to 10,000 beekeepers, but there is room for an additional 10,000, according to industry analysts. "We don't produce enough - we import honey every year. So we want to empower our people to  produce more honey," Mabudafhasi says.                                     

 Adds Julliene, "We produce only 2,000 tons per year. And we consume 3,000 tons per year. To fill the gap we import 1,000 tons every year from China and Australia. Yet South Africa has the capacity to produce 100,000 tons  of honey per year."                                                        

 Mabudafhasi believes that alerting people to the value of bees will put an end to the destructive practice of smoking them out. "They will not  destroy (them). It's like farmers who do not destroy their cattle," she    

 told IPS.                                                                  

 Bee farming has the advantage of being less capital-intensive than other agricultural activities, as it does not require large tracts of land,  seed, fertilizer - or expensive machinery to till the soil and harvest crops. In addition honey production is not dependent on weather conditions.                                                                

 Nonetheless, this potentially lucrative activity has, until now, been  largely ignored in Africa.                                                 

 "We have millions of hives in the trees. We need to bring the bees from the wild into the boxes - and we have asked for the support of the forestry officials (to do this)," Jullienne says.                          

 "People in Africa have always been bee hunters not beekeepers. Our role is to educate them and make them become beekeepers," he told IPS. (END/2004)  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

El Universal (Mexico)

Estudian condición de los mares del país Julián Sánchez 
El Universal 
Sábado 05 de junio de 2004 
Nación, página 8 



El gobierno de México y el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) dieron a conocer que iniciaron una investigación sobre el estado que guardan los mares de México ante la crisis que éstos enfrentan por causa de la sobrepesca y contaminación.
Señalaron que harán un balance que estará listo a finales del año en curso en el que se incluirán el resultado de las condiciones que guarda la fauna de los océanos que rodean el territorio nacional.

En una conferencia de prensa, Ricardo Sánchez, director regional para América Latina del PNUMA, recordó que éste será un balance inédito para México y la medida se toma como parte de los acuerdos establecidos con Naciones Unidas para vigilar el estado en que se encuentran los ecosistemas marinos.

Durante el acto, donde se dio a conocer la conmemoración del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente y la convocatoria al Cuarto Concurso Internacional de Fotografía, se destacó la importancia de reforzar las acciones para frenar la contaminación de los mares.

Información del PNUMA resalta que la contaminación generada cerca de las costas en el mundo afecta a 70 por ciento de la superficie marina, cantidad similar al porcentaje de superficie mundial ocupada por zonas costeras y marinas.

El PNUMA cuenta con un programa de mares regionales, integrado por más de 140 países, el cual busca proteger éstos, así como promover su uso racional.

El organismo internacional resaltó que la protección de los recursos marinos se lleva a cabo a través de 13 convenciones o planes de acción.

Paralelamente desarrolla el llamado Programa de Acción Mundial para la protección del medio marino frente a las actividades realizadas en tierra, el cual ha logrado un acuerdo en la protección internacional de los mares, los estuarios y las aguas costeras de la contaminación causada por las actividades humanas en tierra.

La importancia de este programa radica en que la mayor fuente de contaminación oceánica proviene de los desechos industriales, minería, actividades agrícolas y la emitida por automóviles, así como el vertido en el mar de sustancias químicas, contaminantes y residuos industriales.

En otro orden de cosas, se dio a conocer que el Concurso Internacional de Fotografía sobre Medio Ambiente es parte de las celebraciones del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente y es organizado por la Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe del PNUMA.

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Europa Press

Día Medio Ambiente.- La infanta doña Cristina preside los actos de conmemoración en el Fórum de Barcelona
BARCELONA, 5 Jun. (EUROPA PRESS) - 

La Infanta doña Cristina presidió hoy los actos de conmemoración del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente 2004, celebrados en el marco del Forum Universal de las Culturas Barcelona 2004. Bajo el lema 'Se buscan mares y océanos, ¿vivos o muertos?', este año la jornada estuvo dedicada a la problemática en torno a los mares.

El Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) escogió este año el recinto del Forum para llevar a cabo esta jornada y reflexionar sobre el futuro de los océanos y concienciar a la sociedad de la necesidad de contribuir a la preservación de las zonas costeras.

El acto estuvo marcado por el recuerdo a la memoria del doctor Ramon Margalef, ecólogo recientemente fallecido. Entre las personalidades que asistieron se encontraban la ministra de Medio Ambiente, Cristina Narbona; el presidente de la Generalitat, Pasqual Maragall; y el presidente del Forum y alcalde de Barcelona, Joan Clos.

También participaron el profesor Martí Boada, el director de PNUMA, Klaus Töpfer, y el profesor Ivan Valiela, que mostraron datos preocupantes sobre la degradación de los océanos por las actuaciones provocadas por los humanos.

Narbona aseguró que "si dañamos los mares y ríos nos hacemos daño a nosotros mismos, porque también estamos hechos de agua" y remarcó que "los diagnósticos ya están todos hechos". En este sentido, manifestó que "lo que se espera de la política son respuestas" y recordó el compromiso del Gobierno de Zapatero de reorientar la política del agua "para que nunca más ningún político afirme que el agua de los ríos se tira al mar".

La ministra también expresó la necesidad de cambiar la política energética, reducir la contaminación y modificar la política de costas, en referencia a la creciente urbanización del litoral, así como remarcó la necesidad de reducir "las artes pesqueras más destructivas" que acaban con los fondos marinos.

Joan Clos aseguró que "difícilmente podremos dialogar y alcanzar la paz y la sostenibilidad si no hay hechos que acompañen a las palabras". En este sentido, el profesor Martí Boada animó a que "este día marque un punto de inflexión hacia un futuro sostenible".

PREMIOS MEDIO AMBIENTE 2004.

La Infanta doña Cristina fue la encargada de entregar los Premios Medio Ambiente 2004, que otorga desde hace 10 años la Generalitat. El catedrático en Ecología Ramon Margalef obtuvo el premio a la mejor trayectoria en defensa del medio, y la empresa Aires se alzó con la distinción a la mejor iniciativa, por propiciar la inserción de personas discapacitadas.

Además de las actuaciones de los grupos Tap Olé e Inspira, la jornada concluyó con la liberación de dos tortugas a cargo de la Fundación CRAM y los niños que participan en el Campamento de la Paz, que estuvieron acompañados por la tercera teniente de alcalde de Barcelona, Inma Mayol, el conseller de Medio Ambiente, Salvador Milà, y Eric Falt, de Naciones Unidas.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse
June 7, 2004 Monday

FOCUS ON YOUR WORLD

DATELINE: BARCELONA & NAIROBI, June 4

BODY:
AsiaNet/ -- Professionals and amateurs alike are today being urged to unclip their dust caps and load up their cameras for the world's biggest environmental photo competition.

As part of the annual World Environment Day celebrations in Barcelona, Spain, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment, sponsored once again by Canon Inc.

Nineteen parallel launches in addition to Barcelona are planned in key cities and centres around the globe including Beirut, Buenos Aires, Dakar, New York and Tokyo. (See notes to editors)

The UNEP International Photographic Competition on the Environment 2004 - 2005 will run until 24 October, 2004 and is open to all nationalities and ages.

Also supporting the competition are Japan Airlines (JAL), TIME Magazine, National Geographic Society, and Earth Report/Television Trust for the Environment. 

A Gold Prize of US$20,000 will be awarded to the winner of the General category, which is open to applicants aged 25 years or over. There are also separate categories and cash prizes for "Youth" and "Children."

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "The previous three competitions have proved highly successful, generating huge interest within the photographic world and significant public awareness of environmental issues globally. We are again extremely grateful to Canon for its sponsorship and those companies and organizations who will be promoting this important event."

Fujio Mitarai, president and CEO of Canon Inc., said: "Our corporate philosophy is kyosei, which means living and working together for the common good. In accordance with this philosophy, we believe that a harmonious coexistence with nature and the environment is essential for society to achieve sustainable development. I hope that the photographers participating in this competition, through the images they have captured, will be able to share the kyosei philosophy ideal with the world."

The fourth competition has, as in the previous ones, secured the full support of the United Nations family through the United Nations Department of Public Information and more than 20 agencies who are members of the United Nations Communications Group.

To restore Planet Earth, its people, wildlife and ecosystems back to health requires sound science, assessments and policies, suggested Mr. Toepfer. "But it also requires an unleashing of the human spirit with its capacity for compassion, fairness and respect. Images have, since primitive times, been sources of inspiration and contemplation able to reveal the joy and tragedy of our place in the world," he added.

"I hope the pictures submitted for the fourth competition will, like those from the previous ones, help catalyze the political and social changes needed to reach our goals and targets on issues from water and sanitation to wildlife, waste and poverty reduction. I hope they will also delight and illuminate, while bringing to the notice of the global public new names and a new generation of talented photographers," he said.

Notes to Editors

The UNEP International Photographic Competition on the Environment 2004 - 2005 will be awarding Gold, Silver and Bronze prizes in each of the General, Youth and Children's categories.

The Youth category is open to young people aged 15 to 24 years old. The Children's category is open to anyone aged 14 or younger.

The new competition will not distinguish between different technologies, with analog and digital submissions judged side by side.

The distinguished panel of judges, headed by Takeyoshi Tanuma of Japan, will include Sebastiao Salgado of Brazil, Raghu Rai of India, Susan Meiselas from the U.S.A., and Enny Nuraheni of Indonesia, all world famous photographers.

Cities Launching the Competition

Africa: Dakar, Nairobi, Pretoria

Asia Pacific: Bangkok, Beijing, New Delhi, Seoul, Sydney and Tokyo

Europe: Barcelona, Geneva, London, Moscow, Paris, Sofia

Latin America and the Caribbean: Buenos Aires, Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro

North America: New York

West Asia: Beirut

Full details of the competition's rules and regulations; information on how to submit photographs in both hard and electronic formats and an application form can be read and downloaded at www.unep-photo.com

World Environment Day (WED), commemorated each year on 5 June is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action.

WED was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. Another resolution, adopted by the General Assembly the same day, led to the creation of UNEP.

Information on the day, logos, posters, fact sheets and ideas on how to celebrate WED can be found at www.unep.org/wed/2004

For More Information Please Contact

Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, on Tel: 254 20 623292, Mobile: 254 (0) 733 682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, on Tel: 254 20 623084, Mobile: 254 (0) 733 632755, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org

SOURCE: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); Canon Inc.

CONTACT: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director

UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information

254 20 623292, mobile 254 (0) 733 682656, eric.falt@unep.org

Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media

254 20 623084, mobile 254 (0) 733 632755, nick.nuttall@unep.org

FCMN Contact: rachel.cooper@mslpr.com

Web site: http://www.unep.org/wed/2004

http://www.unep-photo.com
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ENS

World Oceans Day Brings Honors, Warnings 
WASHINGTON, DC, June 8, 2004 (ENS) - Today is the 12th annual World Oceans Day, marked with celebrations and awards, but also with warnings about severe pollution and overfishing that are making life difficult for marine creatures. This year's United Nations World Environment Day on Saturday carried a message of ocean protection that is being continued around the world today. 

In Washington, the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation is presenting its annual Leadership Awards tonight to U.S. Senator Olympia Snowe of Maine, a Republican, and to the four Co-Chairs of the House Oceans Caucus as part of Capitol Hill Oceans Week. The Leadership Award recognizes each individual’s long-term contributions to ocean protection and preservation. 

Congressmen Tom Allen of Maine and Sam Farr of California, both Democrats, as well as Jim Greenwood and Curt Weldon of Pennsylvania, both Republicans, are being honored at the event tonight. 

The Leadership Awards will be presented by National Marine Sanctuary Foundation Trustees Jean-Michel Cousteau and Dr. Sylvia Earle. 

[image: image6.jpg]


Oceanographer Dr. Sylvia Earle prepares to dive in a JIM suit. (Photo courtesy NOAA)
Keynote remarks will be delivered by Leon Panetta, who will also serve as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. Panetta, a National Marine Sanctuary Foundation trustee, served as chair of the Pew Oceans Commission, which last year released its report entitled “America’s Living Oceans: Charting a Course for Sea Change.” 

Special guests include Admiral James Watkins, chair of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy, which in April released its draft report for comment. 

“The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation is delighted to have the opportunity to express its gratitude to these extraordinary individuals whose enthusiasm and diligence have contributed so much to our National Marine Sanctuary Program and to ocean preservation in general,” said Panetta. 

Senator Snowe serves on the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee and since 1997, has been a leader of its Subcommittee on Oceans, Fisheries, and Coast Guard. She has helped guide a number of substantial ocean bills into law, including the National Marine Sanctuaries Amendments Act of 2000, the Oceans Act of 2000, and the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000. 

Snowe has authored legislation reauthorizing the nation's most important federal planning and conservation program for coastal areas, the Coastal Zone Management Act. She recently sponsored the Fishery Conservation and Management Amendments Act of 2004, which would increase the role of ecosystem science in national fisheries management. 

"I'm honored that the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation has presented me with its Leadership Award," said Snowe. "As our environmental and economic health are directly linked to our oceans and coasts, it is critical that we do more to protect these essential resources. Even while we probe the surface of Mars, we have to realize that 95 percent of the world's oceans remain unexplored. That is why we must make investing in our oceans a greater national priority." 

The Foundation will present its Volunteer of the Year Award to Stephanie Harlan of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. Harlan worked to help designate the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary in the early 1990s. She promoted the sanctuary as both a citizen and member of the Capitola City Council, where she now serves as mayor. Harlan went on to become a member of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council and served as its chair from April 2000 to April 2004. 
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Marlin jumps in Hawaiian waters circa 1980. (Photo courtesy NOAA)
The Leadership Awards Dinner kicks off Capitol Hill Oceans Week, a two day symposium on Capitol Hill, June 9 and 10 that will facilitate the exchange of knowledge and ideas about ocean issues and policies. 

This year, representatives from government, private industry, nonprofits, and academia will focus on management of marine areas and exploring, monitoring and educating. Each panel discussion will begin with an overview from a member of Congress. 

Exhibitors will join the symposium on Wednesday for the Ocean Fair, which will feature some of the most successful marine management and exploration programs in the country. 

Federal partners include the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program and NOAA Office of Exploration, the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Minerals Management Service, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Water. 

NOAA announced Monday the initiation of the National Estuaries Restoration Inventory that will track the progress made toward the goals of the Estuary Restoration Act of 2000. The inventory is an online tool to monitor restoration projects and will serve as a searchable source of information on restoration results. 

The Estuary Restoration Act set a goal of restoring one million acres of estuary habitat - salt marshes, seagrass beds, oyster reefs and associated habitats - by the year 2010. The inventory will serve as a restoration information clearinghouse, providing details on restoration techniques and monitoring results. 

Great Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve on the New Hampshire-Maine border (Photo courtesy NOAA)
“NOAA’s National Estuaries Restoration Inventory will make a huge difference in the effectiveness of estuarine habitat restoration,” said Conrad Lautenbacher, Ph.D., undersecretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. “The inventory is thorough, comprehensive, accessible and an overall improvement in communicating how to improve the effectiveness of our projects.” 

Now an international oceans advocacy organization, Oceana, based in Washington, DC, presented a report on the impact of European trawlers based on more than 300 scientific studies 

Xavier Pastor, Oceana director in Europe, has issued a report on the damage that the more than 15,000 European trawlers are doing in every ocean, from both a commercial and ecological perspective. The report documents discards, accidental catches, the collapse of fishing stocks, devastation of thousand year old ecosystems and, as a result of this destruction, many species joining the ranks of those under threat or in danger of extinction. 

Oceana is using the report to call for a global moratorium on bottom trawling on the high seas. 

Calling on nations to change the way the marine environment is managed, the IUCN-World Conservation Union said Saturday, "Urgent measures are needed to protect the vast hidden treasures of the deep seas from over-exploitation. 

By far the most widespread activity affecting the biodiversity of the deep sea is bottom trawl fishing, which consists of dragging heavy chains, nets and steel plates across the ocean floor. A number of surveys have shown that bottom trawl fishing is the single greatest threat to highly vulnerable deep sea environments such as seamounts and deep-sea corals that serve as critical habitats for many commercial fish species. 

Atlantic bluefin tuna in the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary (Photo by Greg Skomal courtesy NOAA)
Carl Gustaf Lundin, head of IUCN Global Marine Programme, said, "Urgent and immediate action is required to reduce the known risks from high seas bottom trawling and provide protection to important biodiversity areas." 

The high seas - areas of the ocean beyond national jurisdiction - cover almost 50 percent of the Earth’s surface. They are the least protected part of the world. 

Less than one percent of marine habitats are protected - compared with 11.5 percent of global land area. 

The Australian government has taken the lead at the United Nations today in promoting the sustainability of the high seas. In a debate that coincides with World Oceans Day, Australia aims to win agreement from other nations to work towards more sustainable management of the high seas by ensuring biodiversity conservation and management. 

Australia seeks to have its position included in the United Nations General Assembly's resolution later this year on oceans and the International Law of the Sea. 

"All nations have a combined responsibility to ensure that the international ocean territory beyond national jurisdictions are sustainbility managed," said Australian Environment Minister Dr. David Kemp. 

"Australia hopes to lead by example and is already working with New Zealand on measures to protect the ocean 'commons' between our island nations," Kemp said. 

"Our high seas oceans are vulnerable because they are not governed with the same controls that are in place in domestic waters," he said. "This has the potential to lead to a classic tale of the tragedy of the commons unless we can put in place sustainability structures to ensure the oceans wealth is there for future generations as well as for today."

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Chimps Could Be Extinct in 50 Years – Study

8 June 2004



JOHANNESBURG - Humanity's closest relative the chimpanzee could be extinct in around 50 years because it is hunted for meat and threatened by deforestation and disease, researchers said yesterday. 

Only 8,000 remain of the most vulnerable chimpanzee subspecies, the Pan troglodytes vellerosus, which is found predominantly in Nigeria, and it could be extinct in two decades, according to a study. 

The study was presented at a conference of The Pan African Sanctuaries Alliance (PASA) in Johannesburg. PASA sanctuaries care for orphaned or injured great apes. 

"It is believed that the illegal hunting and eating of apes - known as the bushmeat crisis - has had the greatest impact on the rate of decline, along with deforestation, human encroachment and disease," PASA said in a statement. 

"The situation is much more critical than we thought," said Norm Rosen, an anthropologist at California State University-Fullerton who coordinated the study. 

The study used the rate of orphans brought by people to sanctuaries to calculate the loss of chimpanzees in the wild - and showed a dramatic increase in the number of baby chimps losing their parents. 

Rosen's study - which estimates that 10 chimpanzees in the wild are killed for every orphan that reaches a sanctuary - predicts that the vellerosus subspecies will become extinct in the next 17-23 years. 

The other three chimpanzee subspecies face slightly better odds, but all are expected to disappear in 41-53 years, at current rates of decline. 

"The numbers at the sanctuaries don't lie. You don't get the kind of steady stream of orphaned chimpanzees we're seeing without a devastating drop in the wild population," said Rosen. 

Chimpanzees are found in western, central and eastern Africa. 

The 19 PASA sanctuaries currently care for approximately 670 chimpanzees, a number that has risen by more than 50 percent in the last three years. 

The study is the latest to sound the alarm about the fate of the great apes, which consist of chimps, gorillas, bonobos and the orangutans of Asia. 

One recent UN study said less than 10 percent of the forest home of Africa's great apes will be left relatively undisturbed by 2030 if road building, construction of mining camps and other infrastructure developments continue at current levels. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NY Times

June 8, 2004
Underwater Volcano Offers Explosive Show

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS


	


Filed at 8:45 p.m. ET
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hoping to learn more about undersea volcanoes, scientists sent a camera-equipped submarine down to take a look. They got more than they bargained for, witnessing a deep-sea eruption.

``At first we really didn't understand what was going on,'' said Bob Embley, chief scientist on the mission, which involved nearly three dozen researchers.

``We were seeing billowing clouds coming up and turning yellow. There was sulfur and rocks were flying out,'' said Embley, an oceanographer with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory. ``We realized we were the first to witness a deep-sea volcano during an eruptive episode.''

He added: ``The amazing thing is we were able to sample it. ... It would not have been a good place to be in a manned submersible.''

The material from the eruption is still being studied. It was highly caustic, Embley said, damaging the camera lenses even though the robotic submarine was quickly backed away from the volcano.

The volcano, with a rim 1,800 feet below the sea surface, was named ``Brimstone Pit'' by the scientists.

The discovery, northwest of the island of Rota in the Northern Mariana Islands, came during a 21-day voyage to study undersea volcanoes in the western Pacific. Nearly 70 percent of the world's volcanoes are undersea, Embley said in a telephone interview.

Also on the team was Bill Chadwick, a volcanologist with the Cooperative Institute for Marine Resources Studies at Oregon State University. ``We were just going from one incredible event to the next, seeing things we had never witnessed before,'' he said.

The trip, which ended April 18, included studies of geology and marine life in both deep and shallow areas.

In upper levels of the oceans, life draws energy from sunlight. Because deeper areas are dark, life there gets its energy from chemicals released by hot ocean vents.

At a bit more than 600 feet deep the researchers found a zone where the two overlap, finding both light-loving and chemical-using life forms, Embley said.

``The biologists were amazed to see this ... two of earth's ecosystems overlapping. That is very unusual,'' he said. ``We don't know the implications.''

Scientists from the United States, Canada, New Zealand and Japan participated in the work and took home samples to study.

In another area of the Mariana Trench, the researchers found bubbles of liquid carbon dioxide being released into the sea, enlarging up to a thousand times and turning to gas as they drifted upward in the sea.

Steve Hammond, chief scientist for NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration, termed the find ``a natural laboratory where the effects of carbon dioxide on marine organisms can be studied.''

The liquid form of carbon dioxide is present due to the great depth and the resulting pressure at the site. At 5,263 feet, about a mile deep, the pressure from the water column is 160 times more than the air pressure at sea level.

A similar effort a year earlier gathered preliminary data on the area near Guam and the Mariana Islands. Next year, Embley said, the research will focus on underwater volcanoes north of New Zealand.

He pointed out that although most of the planet is covered with water the undersea regions have not been thoroughly studied in the past.

``Out there on our own planet there are volcanoes erupting under the ocean, putting chemicals into the ocean, interchanging gases (into the water and air), affecting biology. We should know about these things,'' Embley said.

``Microbes in extreme environments produce enzymes that could be of medical use,'' he added.

The research was funded by the NOAA Ocean Exploration Program and the Natural Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada.
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Nigeria condemns transfer of gorillas to South Africa 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - The Nigeria Conservation Foundation (NCF) has condemned the transfer to South Africa of the four baby gorillas smuggled from Cameroon through Nigeria to Malaysia. In a statement, NCF spokesman Paddy Ezeala called for the prosecution of the culprits involved in the sordid affair. The NCF explained that the four baby gorillas, dubbed the "Taiping Four", were taken to the Taiping Zoo in Malaysia in 2002, disguised as captive-bred specimens, in a non-existent animal exchange programme with Nigeria. The foundation said it was appalled by the development, and cited the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), which governs the disposal of confiscated animals arising from illegal trade. NCF claimed the Cameroonian government, through its Environment and Forestry Ministry, had insisted on the return of the animals to Cameroon. "The gorillas should be returned to Cameroon, where they stand the chance of returning to their natural and appropriate wild environment where they are well suited," the statement said. Justifying the call, the NCF explained that since South Africa had no native gorillas "these gorillas and their offspring would perpetually remain in captivity".

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045179&dte=08/06/2004
Kenya moves to pre-empt oil spills in waters 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - National Environment Management Authority  (NEMA) director general Ratemo Michieka hinted Monday that a law was in the pipeline to guard against oil spillage in Kenya's water bodies. Prof. Michieka said oil spills in the sea and lakes had in the past caused massive destruction of mangrove trees in the country's coast. He said other hazards posed by such spillage include the threat to marine life and ecosystems. "The new law will ensure that transporters of petroleum and other oil products in water bodies to take extra precautions while moving them. It will require that transporters take responsibility for such accidents," Michieka told journalists. The new regulation is expected to be ready within two months. Kenya joined the rest of the world last Saturday to celebrate Environment Day under the theme "save the seas and oceans from further environmental degradation."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045067&dte=07/06/2004
Hoteliers to Be Sued Over Raw Sewage

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Hoteliers who allow the discharge of raw sewage into the sea will be arrested and prosecuted, the National Environmental Management Authority (Nema) warned. The Nema Director-General, Prof. Ratemo Michieka, said some tourist hotels at the coast lacked sewage treatment plants and discharged raw sewage into the sea. Addressing a Press conference at the Whitesands Hotel in Mombasa, Michieka said some hotels emptied human waste into the Indian Ocean and thus endangered the marine Eco-system. The Nema boss gave coast hoteliers a three-month ultimatum to explain where they discharged their sewage, failure to which they would be prosecuted. Said Michieka: "The environmental laws are very clear that nobody should discharge raw sewage into the sea. But some coast hotels still empty raw sewage into the sea". He urged hoteliers to stop polluting the sea by emptying raw sewage into the sea, adding that it endangered marine life.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406070412.html
Nation Staff Plant Trees to Mark World Environment Day

The Nation (Nairobi): The Nation Media Group staff planted 1,000 trees at the Karura Forest, Nairobi, to mark the World Environment Day. "The Nation Media Group has so far planted 2,000 trees on more than five acres of land here," said the Chief Executive Officer Mr. Wilfred Kiboro. The planting at Karura also affirms Nation Media Group's commitment to corporate social responsibility programmes. Last month, Mr. Kiboro led another group in planting 1,000 indigenous trees in the same forest. Mr.  Kiboro indicted MPs whom he accused of shooting down crucial motions such as the Forest Bill due to partisan politics. "Environment issues are not taken seriously by our MPs," he lamented.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406070380.html
Environment Report Raises Red Alert for Kenya 

The East African Standard (Nairobi) NEWS: Filth is choking up Kenya and pushing the country to the brink of an environmental catastrophe.  A comprehensive first-ever report on the status of the environment in the country reveals that a staggering 142 local authorities of the countries 174 do not have any form of sewage collection or disposal.  The 32 local authorities that have some form of sewage collection and disposal infrastructure developed them between 1972 and 2002. The report by the National Environment Management Authority (Nema), the first of its kind, was presented to Environment Minister Newton Kulundu at the Whitesands Hotel in Mombasa. It reveals that Nairobi generates over 2,000 tones of waste a day. Of this, 68 per cent comes from homes, while 14 per cent, 8 per cent, 2 per cent, 1 per cent and 7 per cent is from industrial, roads, hospitals, markets and other sources respectively.  The solid waste, coupled with the careless discharge into sewer systems of excretions by patients receiving cancer therapy containing radionuclides , pose some of the gravest environmental dangers for Kenya.  The expenses involved in sourcing incineration facilities and lack of technology have forced some new clinics to dispose of their wastes in dumpsites. Kenya does not have a comprehensive policy on radioactive waste management, which forbids the unregulated dumping of such materials. A more shocking revelation is that there are increasing cases of trafficking in radioactive materials into the country.  It is also said that many diagnostic and therapeutic X-ray machines, MRI and ultra-sound equipment are imported into the country without being subjected to safety checks.  The report says there are no published regulations for a national radiological emergency response plan and procedures. Additionally, the spread of high-input agriculture and displacement of the more diverse, traditional agricultural systems in the high potential areas is cited as the cause of the fast rate at which the country is losing its crop and livestock genetic diversity.  Salination has occurred in 50 per cent of soils in the country. All irrigation schemes in arid and semi-arid (Asal) areas are under slight degradation hazard due to salinity, which has a direct impact on farm yields.  The deforestation that has occurred in Mt Kenya, Mau, Aberdare, Mt Elgon and Kaptagat forests has negatively affected watersheds. Kenya's forest cover currently stands at a critical 1.7 per cent of the country, which measures approximately 587,000 square kilometres. Between 1990 and 2000 alone the annual loss of forest cover was 93,000 hectares. It is also observed that poverty, together with unsustainable livelihoods, puts undue pressure on natural resources. "This accentuates the vicious cycle of high population growth rate, poverty and environmental degradation," says the report.  The report was prepared after consultation with lead agencies and other major stakeholders. It covers tourism, water, health, population trends, agriculture, the manufacturing industry, bio-diversity, energy, pollution, municipal waste, mining and trade. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406070418.html
Pressure On Marine Ecosystems Threatens Species

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): The pressure being put mainly by the populations that migrated to the coastal areas on the marine Eco-systems and the uncontrolled exploration of environmental resources can lead to the disappearance of species. This was said Saturday in central Benguela province by Angolan deputy minister of Urbanization and Environment, Domingos Graciano. Speaking on the occasion of the central celebrations of the World Environment Day (June 5), the deputy minister said the Government and concerned association should jointly outline strategies and contribute to populations' improved living standard. He added that the hunting of turtles, flamingos and fish should be banned and fishermen informed on the negative repercussions to the environment, for the control of environmental irreversible problems. Domingos Graciano recalled on the occasion that indiscriminate chopping of trees for firewood that is carried out in inland regions of the provinces by the populations should be countered with the setting up of forest knotgrasses, or else the country will lose all that is natural. "We must protect all that is natural so that in future we can be proud of our behavior and favor the development of tourism in the country," he also said. Celebrated this year with major attention to the sea and marine resources, the World Environment Day was attended by politicians, church officials and other sectors of the civil society.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406070563.html
Minister Urges for Environmental Protection

BuaNews (Pretoria): Limpopo MEC for Finance and Economic Development Thaba Mufamadi this weekend joined the Deputy Minister for Environmental Affairs and Tourism Rejoice Mabudafhasi to revive the Tropic of Capricorn monument. This was in an event to celebrate World Environment Day that is commemorated annually on 5 June. The monument that was erected in 1986 situated along the N1 and the three koppies situated adjacent it had been damaged by paint and also used as target for shooting practice. The monument had been erected as a "needle" to mark the point at which the Tropic of Capricorn [the line of latitude] to the rest of Africa crosses into the tropics themselves. Part of the activities to celebrate the day, included the removal of paint and graffiti from the rock faces and the koppies and also raising awareness about the importance of the natural resources surrounding the area. Addressing the community of Ga-Phasha village, she said the community ought to "change attitudes towards environmental issues and to develop partnerships that will ensure all nations and people enjoy a safer more fulfilling future". She said the WED would kick start an initiative aimed at raising awareness on the value and importance of the mountains and

Monument site.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406070132.html
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Experts study mercury exposure to Cape Town residents 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - A scientific study is to get under way this week to determine whether people living near a Cape Town waste disposal site have been exposed to excessive mercury levels. Some residents of the city's northern areas have expressed concern that they are being subjected to mercury fallout from the site, which houses a medical waste incinerator and a waste oil recycling plant in addition to a general dump for municipal waste. Residents say other pollutants detected at high levels in wind- blown dust in the area include aluminium and arsenic. The School of Public Health and Family Medicine in the Health Sciences Faculty at the University of Cape Town is conducting the study involving the completion of a questionnaire and the collection of urine samples from residents who have lived in the area for more than six months. Comparison control groups located outside the area will also be approached to participate in the study. Mercury can be extremely dangerous if absorbed into the body above background levels. As a pollutant of air and water it is odourless, colourless and tasteless and is not readily detected by the layman. The initial symptoms of mercury poisoning are so vague and generalised that it will not alert sufferers.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044975&dte=07/06/2004
Libyans mobilise for environmental protection 

Tripoli, Libya (PANA) - The Libyan Jamahiriya marked this year's World Environment Day by launching a campaign for the protection of marine life under the theme -- "Together for Clean Beaches." With the collaboration of the International Kadhafi Charity Foundation (FKIAC) and the Libyan Environment Authority, the Tripoli-based Association of Environment's Friends staged a ceremony bringing together representatives of several Libyan institutions involved in environment protection and local experts specialized in the field. The general co-ordinator of the popular and social commands in Libya, Sayed Kaddaf Eddam, stressed the importance of the Mediterranean Sea as a nourishing source and a link between Africa and Europe. He also underscored the importance of combining efforts to protect this part of the sea from pollution, the preservation of its riches from overexploitation and the creation of reserves towards the protection of maritime life (marine biological diversity). Libya has the longest Mediterranean coast in the region, stretching over 2,000 km, and the area is rich in fishery products. In an interview with PANA, Libyan Environment Authority Secretary Omar Soudani affirmed that Libya was an avant-garde country in this domain, in that it adopted a law on environment protection in 1982 and has, since then, developed it under various conventions on bio-diversity, guaranteeing protection for animals and banning their hunting and export. The Libyan official affirmed that the seven years of embargo imposed against the country have affected the efforts towards environment protection, notably concerning the lack of appropriate equipment in the refuse and toxic waste treatment factories and the training of specialised cadres.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044961&dte=07/06/2004
Climate Change a Threat to Nam's Coastal Ecosystem

The Namibian (Windhoek): CLIMATE change could result in a significant reduction in the productivity of the marine ecosystem off the Namibian coast. The commemoration of World Environment Day in Windhoek on Saturday morning under the United Nations theme - 'Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?', largely highlighted the effects climate change could have on the ecosystem as coastal upwelling is reduced. The reduction in fish stock size and distribution is probably the most worrying effect climate change could have on the Namibian coast. Under Secretary in the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, Maria Kapere said Namibia had to focus on mitigating actions such as the constant monitoring of changes in the environment for the successful management and sustainability of the marine system. "The effect of such changes on the established fisheries are likely to be disastrous. Strict conservation policies for all species at risk of irreversible declined will been to be in place, for example our pelagic fish stock," she said. The Ministry of Environment and Tourism launched a major climate change report, which details the country's situation on greenhouse gas emissions, its vulnerability to climate change as well as the adaptation and mitigation policies and measures it plans or proposes to put in place to address its vulnerability. Delivering United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan's message on World Environment Day, UN Representative in Namibia Jacqui Badcock said the world's seas and oceans were increasingly threatened by wastewater, air-borne pollution, industrial effluent and silt from inadequately managed watersheds. According to the UN, marine litter is killing up to a million sea birds and 100 000-sea mammals and turtles each year. With more than 40 per cent of the human population already living within 60 kilometres of a coast, these problems are likely to increase. With the growing intensity of commercial fishing operations nearly three-quarters of world fish stocks are being harvested faster than they can reproduce.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406070653.html
Wildlife Now Component of Land Reform - Nhema

The Herald (Harare): WILDLIFE will now be promoted as a legitimate option for using land redistributed under land reform following a new Government policy, the Minister of Environment and Tourism, Cde Francis Nhema, has said. Poachers had mistakenly assumed that acquired land would not be used for wildlife and had slaughtered game recklessly during the first 18 months of the fast-track land reform. "The major objective of the policy is to address the need for more equitable access by the majority of Zimbabweans to land and wildlife resources and to business opportunities that stem from these resources," said the minister. Cde Nhema was speaking on Thursday in Parliament in response to concerns raised by the portfolio committee on Mines, Energy, Environment and Tourism on the impact of land reform on wildlife production. Wildlife-based land reform will contribute to the equity of a range of stakeholders, including neighboring communities, while ensuring that the stakeholders share costs and benefits from wildlife production. The most profitable and ecologically sustainable land use option will be allowed to evolve in response to changing economic influences, notwithstanding the need to ensure food security.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406071105.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Wanted! Seas and oceans: Dead or alive? 
ABS CBN News - Quezon City,Philippines, June 8, 2004 (By KLAUS TOEPFER, Executive Director of UNEP) - Seen from space, our planet is blue, testament to the oceans that cover 70 percent of its surface. We know this because of the billions of dollars that have been spent in recent decades exploring our solar system and beyond. The irony of this continuing passion for exploring humanity’s place in the universe is that there is a neglected and largely unknown frontier here on Earth about which we know too little. 
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/NewsStory.aspx?section=SCIENCE&oid=52677  



General Environment News

Khatami Calls For Serious Protection, Logical Use of Environment 
The Tehran Times, June 8, 2004 - TEHRAN (IRNA) -- President Mohammad Khatami called for serious protection and logical use of environment in a message to the 5th International Exhibition of Environment in Iran which opened here on Monday.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=6/8/2004&Cat=5&Num=012 
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www.tierramerica
Children from Latin America share their visions as the planet celebrates World Environment Day, June 5. In this Tierramérica exclusive, they respond to the question: What is the environmental problem that most worries you, and how should it be solved?

Without Trees, the Land Can't Stand It 

RIO DE JANEIRO - "The biggest problem is deforestation. In Brazil many forests are cut down and, without trees, the land can't stand it when it rains very hard. We need forests so we can have oxygen and breathe," says Priscila Gomes de Souza, 12, a sixth-grader at a public school in Rio de Janeiro.

Deforestation leads to "the contamination of the air, the death of animals, the collapse of hillsides and floods that kill many people," says Priscila, a girl who loves her science classes.

"People cut down trees to build their houses and for industry. Where I always go, in Campos (a town 180 km from Rio), there isn't any more forest because now there is a lot of sugarcane. But it doesn't all have to be deforested to do these things." 

Priscila proposes reducing deforestation of the Amazon through campaigns on television and billboards and lessons in the schools. She also suggests planting trees, but stresses that "it has to be done with many different kinds."

Priscila thinks most of her schoolmates do respect nature and that Brazil's youth "are more environmentally aware than their parents."


Corks for All the Buses

GUATEMALA CITY - "We should cork the city buses that spew so much black smoke. Yes, cork them, put a big stick in the exhaust pipe," says Marcos Jeremías, a 10-year-old K'iché, one of 23 indigenous groups of Guatemala.

Marcos doesn't know how to read or write, but he does know how to count 'pisto' (money). He earns around 20 quetzals (2.5 dollars) each day for selling chewing gum, juice, sweets and cigarettes from a wooden box he sets up on one of the concrete benches in the Plaza de la Constitución, in the Guatemalan capital's historic center.

"The buses pass by here and they make everything dirty. They are annoying because they spew so much smoke, and it gets in my noise and mouth," he says.

"The worst are the 'gusanos' (worms)," he adds, referring to the articulated double buses that have been circulating on the streets of Guatemala City since 1998.

A 2001 study conducted by the state-run University of San Carlos recorded up to 600 micrograms of total suspended particulates (TSP) per cubic meter at two locations in the city's southern district. The maximum recommended by the World Health Organization is just 65 micrograms per cubic meter.


Sea Stars Alive, Not Dead
MEXICO CITY - "If you throw garbage into the sea, the water becomes polluted and the little fish will die. That's why I don't throw anything in when I go to the beach," says Sara Emma Cevallos, five, a preschooler from Mexico City.

"I really worry about the animals that live in the sea. The ones I like best are the flying fish, pink seahorses, baby octopuses, turtles, mermaids and sea stars, living, not dead."

She is also concerned about whales. "The hunters are bad because they kill the whales and their babies. But in Mexico they don't do it anymore because the president said not to," says Sara Emma.

Recently at school, she and her classmates spent an entire month studying different things related to the sea. Through stories, films, games and artwork they learned about the importance of marine life.

"I made a poster about the octopus. I drew an octopus and I learned what they eat and how they care for their babies. We filled a bottle with blue water, sand and little fish made of paper. We put the sea in a bottle to show our parents, in case they didn't know about the sea."


No Aerosols, Not Even for Graffiti
MONTEVIDEO - "What I'm most worried about is the destruction of the ozone layer," says Franco Balerio, 11. He proposes a ban on using aerosol sprays, especially "for useless things like painting graffiti on the walls."

Franco is in fifth grade at a private school in the Uruguayan capital, and he is passionate about electronic games.

"Aerosols have something that wears out the ozone layer and then it makes a hole, and the harmful solar rays get through," he explains.

"My teacher told us about how before people spent many hours at the beach and nothing bad happened, but then a lot of aerosols were used and now we have to be careful, because the sun burns our skin. There's a limit on which hours you can spend in the sun."

Who is to blame? According to Franco, "the industries, because they aren't concerned about nature. And the people. Some people just don't care, and others don't realize the harm they cause by using certain products."

According to the Montreal Protocol on the ozone layer, Latin American countries must quit using chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) by 2010. These ozone-depleting substances are used in refrigeration and aerosols.


Kids Can Fix It
BOGOTA - "If the world continues as it is, the children in the future won't be able to enjoy life. The animals, trees, flowers, water -- everything will be contaminated," says Manuela Jaramillo, 12, a Colombian girl who will participate in the United Nations International Children's Conference on the Environment, to take place in the U.S. city of New London in July.

"I think the adult world has a lot of work to do because most of the resolutions made about the environment are just words. If all the governments made an effort to keep the promises they already signed, the world would be better off," she says.

According to Manuela, the only Latin American girl in a group of 11 youths from all around the world in charge of organizing the children's summit, her generation "is very concerned about the environment, because we are talking about the world coming to an end."

She maintains that kids today are more aware about environmental problems, "because now in the schools they tell us about contamination and we learn a lot about it."

And Manuela remains optimistic: "The world of the future has to be better, because when we kids become part of the adult world we will be able to fix many things."


Garbage and Mercury
LIMA - "I like my forest because there are plants and animals. I am worried about pollution, because it can make us all sick. And what I'm most worried about is the garbage," says Oshin, 11, who lives in the Peruvian Amazon.

In Oshin's village, Boca Amigos, there are 23 indigenous Andean families who moved there to search for gold along the banks of a river in the Amazon jungle, nine hours by boat from the nearest city.

There, the non-governmental Association for Children and Their Environment (ANIA) is developing a pilot project on environmental education for children and their parents.

"All of the kids in Boca Amigos put garbage in three different bags. In one we put paper, in another goes food scraps that are put in special containers to produce fertilizer, and in the third we put glass and plastics, to be buried in a pit," she explains.

But there is another serious problem that worries Oshin: mercury. She knows that the liquid metal her father uses to separate gold from the sand is a danger to her and the rest of her family, and to the fish that they eat. But she does not have a very clear idea of how to prevent or reduce that threat. That is why she would rather talk about garbage.


The Color of Papaya
CARACAS - "When they talk about nature, I think of lively colors, like the color of parsley, pumpkins or the papayas we planted next to my school. If we continue destroying nature, I imagine a gray future, gray like ashes," says Carmen Elena Corales.

The 12-year-old resident of the Venezuelan capital is in seventh grade at the Bolivarian Ecological School "Simón Rodríguez", which is supported by the army at Fort Tiuna, the main military base in Caracas.

"My school is built up against a mountain and we grew the little plants that we later enjoyed in the lunchroom. If we wanted to we would be able to conserve nature," she says.

The illegal trafficking of animals also worries Carmen. "Birds are my favorite animals, with their vibrant colors and their freedom of flight. I don't like zoos, with their caged, sad animals, and it hurts me to see animals sold in cages along the highway." 

"There should be campaigns like those of Inparques (National Parks Institute) so that people become aware that the Earth is our big house. There should be games so that children are in contact with nature and see how wonderful it is."


Too Much Water in Buenos Aires
BUENOS AIRES - "The most serious problem is the flooding, and if (President Néstor) Kirchner solves it, that would help many people," says Manuel Waldman, a 10-year-old who lives in the Argentine capital.

Manu, as he is known, is a fan of "Harry Potter", and he even looks like the famous book and movie character when he puts on his little glasses. 

He is upset about the rains that frequently transform his city into something that looks like Venice, Italy. Once, the bus that was bringing him home from summer vacation was delayed several hours because of flooding. His parents worried desperately until he finally arrived, safe and sound.

"In Buenos Aires, people throw garbage in the street and it (blocks the drains), so everything becomes flooded. There are people who can't even get out of their homes, and the traffic is awful," he says.

In April 2003, the flooding of the Salado River in Santa Fe province, caused by heavy rains and the lack of a containment system, was so severe that 23 people died and 135,000 had to be evacuated.

"That would really upset me if it happened to my family," says Manu

	A 'Green' Blessing on the Big Screen

	



By Diego Cevallos*
Despite its simplistic plot, "The Day After Tomorrow" is being applauded for tackling the prickly issue -- for the first time on the big screen -- of global climate change. Critics and audiences in Latin America share their opinions of the film with Tierramérica.
MEXICO CITY - The 'green' label that environmentalists have tagged on the film "The Day After Tomorrow" has given its Latin American debut a boost. In just a few days it has eaten up a good portion of the film market, leaving the battery of criticisms against it forgotten outside the cinemas. 

Although its plot line is perhaps oversimplified, with a series of hardly credible catastrophes and a deluge of special effects, the film is being praised for bringing the potential consequences of global climate change to the big screen -- and increasing public awareness. 

In some countries of Latin America, like Mexico and Brazil, there were long lines of moviegoers outside theaters for the premiere of the film, directed by Germany's Roland Emmerich. 

The film's producer, Mark Gordon, said the idea was to make an action filmn for the northern hemisphere summer that people would find entertaining. 

According to environmental watchdog Greenpeace, "'The Day After Tomorrow' Is Today!'", an argument that many spectators and critics have taken with a grain of salt. 

The film depicts disasters caused by climate change. Millions of people will see the film and ask themselves, "How real is this problem?" Unfortunately, it is very real and the world cannot lose any more time in fighting it, says Greenpeace. 

Argentine film critic Horacio Bernades said the film is "perhaps the first example of a catastrophe film with an ecological 'meta-text'." 

The good thing about the movie "is that while a global disaster can be exciting and even entertaining, it still sounds a warning, while avoiding becoming too admonishing," he says. 

Sigifredo Eusse, a film critic in Colombia, also underscores the fact that the film shows "the tragedy that human's depredatory actions can cause in the environment." 

The creators of "The Day After Tomorrow" took just over six months and 100 million dollars to film the natural disasters that inundate the movie -- undoubtedly infinitely less time and money than what humans have spent as they have altered the Earth's climate. 

Global warming, which is seen in various phenomena, such as rising sea levels, is attributed to the accumulation of certain gases produced by the combustion of fossil fuels, like petroleum and coal. 

Various statistics indicate that there has been an increase of 0.3 to 0.6 degrees centigrade of the Earth's average surface temperature between 1860 and the 1990s, and that sea levels rose 10 to 25 cm during the 20th century. 

However, the effects of global warming predicted by scientists will not be as sudden or as extreme as depicted in the movie, where in a blink of the eye huge ocean waves hit New York, tornadoes destroy Los Angeles, and a snowstorm envelops New Delhi. 

"The Day After Tomorrow" is "very entertaining for those who like catastrophe films, because it has suspense and humor, but it is also very exaggerated," Susana Feldman, one of the thousands of Argentines who went to the cinema last weekend, told Tierramérica. 

Eduardo Marín, a film critic from Mexico, thought the movie was interesting, but warned, "it falls down in developing the story, the development of the characters, the crossing of the various individual stories." It is a superficial script with a weak argument, he said. 

Chile's Lídice Varas took a similar stance: "Without the vertigo of the special effects -- the only reason to see this sort of movie without guilt -- the two hours would be as cold as the glacier in the film was." 

Varas said critics are well within their right to "destroy" the film "because it is obvious and cold," but its saving grace is its zeal in calling attention to the problem of climate change. 

The frequency and intensity of natural disasters attributed to global climate change have increased over the past 30 years, according to studies sponsored by the United Nations. 

Latin America has its own tragic experience in this vein. It is estimated that in the 1990s around 75,300 people in the region died in disasters related to natural events, including floods, storms, hurricanes and landslides. 

Economic damages linked to natural disasters jumped four-fold between 1970 and 1990, reaching 28.5 billion dollars for Latin America alone, according to the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). 

The Kyoto Protocol was signed in 1997 with the aim of curbing so-called greenhouse gas emissions. But implementation of the treaty has yet to occur because the United States, the world's leading producer of those gases, refuses to ratify the Protocol, as do other industrialized countries like Russia and Japan. 
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Bahrain 
Environment contest organized by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment & Wild life and the Women Supreme council 

البيئة والمجلس الأعلى للمرأة ينظمان مسابقة بيئية
تنظم الهيئة العامة لحماية الثروة البحرية والبيئة والحياة الفطرية بالتعاون مع الامانة العامة للمجلس الأعلى للمرأة والمحافظة الجنوبية مسابقة (لأفضل عمل بيئي في كيفية الاستفادة من المخلفات البيئية) وذلك على هامش الحلقة النقاشية »ماذا يريد الشباب من البيئيين؟« والتي ستعقد يوم الاثنين الموافق ‮٨٢‬ يونيو ‮٤٠٠٢‬ بفندق كراون بلازا.

ويشترط في المتسابق أن يتراوح سنه من ‮٥١‬ الى ‮٥٢‬ سنة وألا يزيد طول العمل المقدم عن متر واحد والعرض عن نصف متر وان تقدم المشاريع مكتوبة على ورقة بيضاء لوحدة الشباب بالأمانة العامة للمجلس الأعلى للمرأة في موعد اقصاه يوم الأربعاء الموافق ‮٣٢‬ يونيو ‮٤٠٠٢‬م. 

http://www.alayam.com/ArticleDetail.asp
UAE
Al Ain's waste treatment project ceases operation
AL AIN - A pioneering and state-of-the-art project for waste treatment in Al Ain has come to halt in mysterious circumstances.

The project was initiated by the Al Ain Municipality two years ago and was aimed at encouraging the residents of Al Ain to play an active role in environment protection. Residents were asked to classify the domestic rubbish before the municipality workers carry it away. The project, called Waste Classification at Source Project, involved the categorisation of wastes into three bags, red for the inorganic waste, green for the organic recyclable litter and the third for the manufacturing of manure.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june195.xml
Qatar 
Focus on sustainable tourism in Qatar
DOHA - The controversial former UK Government Director of Communications and Strategy, Alastair Campbell, is among the speakers at the Institute of Travel and Tourism (ITT) conference 2004, which opened at The Ritz-Carlton, Doha yesterday.

The UK-based Institute of Travel and Tourism's annual event was opened by ITT President, Trevor Harding, Fred Van Eijk, the CEO of the Qatar Tourism Authority (QTA), and David MacLennan, the British ambassador to Qatar. Other well-known faces at the conference include UK TV's 'weatherman', Michael Fish - who will be speaking today on world climate change and its effect on tourism, and BBC anchorman, Nicholas Witchell, who is moderating today's sessions.

Addressing the almost 400-strong audience, Van Eijk spoke of the task facing Qatar in laying the foundation for the development of sustainable tourism.

"Qatar is a quality destination, with a personal touch, in the heart of the Arabian Gulf. Perhaps the single most important issue facing our industry, and our single most important goal, is sustainable tourism. Upon our success depends our industry, our jobs, our customers, guests and visitors, indeed our very future and that of our children," he said.

"Our responsibility," he added, "is towards the three Ps - Planet, People and Profit. In Qatar, we care deeply about the future. Whilst we have amongst the world's largest oil and gas reserves, the environment and sustainability play a major role in government and society. With the restructuring of the Qatar Tourism Authority, we aim to establish a professional body for the years ahead. The three main responsibilities for the authority are development, promotion and regulation."

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/june/middleeast_june199.xml
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council unanimously endorses formation of interim Iraqi government

*
Annan pledges UN will play its role in Iraq’s next phase
*
Advance UN team called for ahead of expected peace mission in southern Sudan
*
UN relocates nearly 90,000 Sudanese refugees to camps away from Chad border
*
No basis for active UN role as Cyprus standoff continues, Security Council told
*
Tensions may limit aid to DR of Congo refugees, UN agency says
*
Rwanda black box not linked to fatal plane crash – UN probe
*
UN envoy calls for end to violations of withdrawal line between Israel, Lebanon
*
UN and individual countries pledge to never desert the Palestinian refugees
*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN envoy condemns violence  
*
UN electoral needs assessment mission arrives in Haiti
*
Gender gap in Kosovo’s employment and education spotlighted by UN mission
*
More countries adopting global code on responsible fishing – UN agency

*
At UN, students and diplomats engage in dialogue on future of Iraq
* * * *

Iraq

8 June – A week after the formation of an interim government of Iraq, the United Nations Security Council today unanimously endorsed the new leadership and paved the way for Iraqis to assume “full responsibility and authority” for their country, including decisions on security matters, at the end of the month.

In a 15-0 vote, the Council adopted a resolution welcoming the end of the occupation of Iraq by 30 June and the dissolution of the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) at that time, enabling Iraq to “reassert its full sovereignty.”

Speaking to reporters after the Council action, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he believed the resolution was a “genuine expression” of the international community’s will “to come together again after last year’s divisions and to help the Iraqi people take charge of their own political destiny, in peace and freedom, under a sovereign government of their choosing.”

The Council’s text spelled out a “leading role” for the United Nations to help Iraq convene a national conference in July to select a Consultative Council, advise and support the new authorities on the process for holding elections, scheduled for January 2005, and promote national dialogue and consensus on the drafting of a new constitution.

In addition, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s yet-to-be named Special Representative and the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) were tasked with helping the Government develop civil and social services, coordinating reconstruction, development and humanitarian assistance, promoting the protection of human rights, and helping the authorities plan for a census.
On security matters, the Council, noting that the US-led multinational force (MNF) is in Iraq at the request of the incoming interim Government, decided that the Force’s mandate could be reviewed or terminated should the Iraqis ask, but will nonetheless expire once a permanent Government is constitutionally elected by the end of 2005.

The text welcomed recent letters from Prime Minister Ayad Allawi and US Secretary of State Colin Powell stating that arrangements are being put in place to establish a “security partnership” between the Iraqi Government, which will have command over Iraqi security forces, and the MNF and to ensure coordination between the two.

The Council also noted the intention of creating a separate force under the command of the MNF dedicated to providing security for the UN presence in Iraq, and called on countries to provide the necessary resources, including contributions to that force.

The resolution gave Iraqis authority over oil and gas revenues collected for the Development Fund for Iraq, although the International Advisory and Monitoring Board, with an Iraqi representative, will continue to audit the account.
* * *
Iraq

8 June –Describing the Security Council’s unanimous adoption of a resolution on Iraq as “a genuine expression of the will of the international community,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he welcomed its passage and pledged the United Nations would play its part in the next phase of the country’s transition from war and occupation.

In remarks to reporters at UN Headquarters in New York following the Council’s adoption of Resolution 1546, the Secretary-General said it was important that the new Interim Government of Iraq had participated in the consultations before the vote.

“I very much welcome this. I think it is a good resolution in itself,” he said, explaining it will help Iraqis to “take charge of their own political destiny, in peace and freedom, under a sovereign government of their choosing.”

The resolution calls for Iraq to “reassert its full sovereignty” following the end of the occupation by 30 June and the dissolution of the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) at the same time.

The text also recommends the UN play a “leading role” in: helping Iraq organize a conference in July to select a Consultative Council; advising on the process of holding elections, scheduled for January; and promoting national dialogue on the drafting of a new constitution.

Mr. Annan said the UN is having talks with several countries that are likely to contribute troops or resources to the multinational forces in Iraq to determine what kind of security UN staff will require when they return to Iraq. The resolution notes the intention of creating a separate force under the command of the multinational force dedicated to providing security for the UN presence in Iraq.

Stressing he wanted an environment that gives UN staff “reasonable mobility and flexibility” to do their work, he said the protection forces would be under one command.

“We are not asking for 100 per cent security or guarantee. We operate in the real world and we know there are risks, but there are certain limits that we have to impose on ourselves,” he said.

The Secretary-General said he hopes to soon name his Special Representative who, together with the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), will have the job of spearheading the UN’s future role in the country.
* * *
Sudan

8 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for the deployment of an advance team in Sudan to prepare for a future United Nations peacekeeping mission as hopes rise of a comprehensive peace agreement to end the 21-year civil war in the south of Africa’s biggest country.

In a report to the Security Council, Mr. Annan says the sheer size of Sudan – it is about as large as the whole of Western Europe – and its relative lack of infrastructure means it is important that staff go in as early as possible so they can handle the inevitably daunting logistical challenges.

The planned sectors in a UN peacekeeping mission in Sudan are each the size of Austria, Mr. Annan adds, explaining this will make the tasks of monitoring and verifying any peace deal extremely difficult.

According to the report, the future operation will face many tasks, including the coordination of disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes for ex-combatants, the monitoring of ceasefire arrangements, the return of refugees and other humanitarian activities, the organization of elections and the destruction of landmines.
The Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) are holding talks in Kenya to try to reach a full ceasefire and peace agreement. Mr. Annan says in his report that Khartoum and the SPLM/A “at long last…are poised to put an end to the long war.”

Last month the two sides initialled three protocols aimed at ending the conflict, which has had a devastating impact on Sudan’s south. More than two million people have been killed since the war began in 1983, 600,000 fled the country as refugees and another four million people have become internally displaced.

As the war in southern Sudan nears an end, however, a separate conflict in the Darfur region in the country’s west – which began early last year – has been described recently by senior UN officials as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.
More than two million people from Darfur are either internally displaced or have escaped to neighbouring Chad because of the fighting between Government-back militia and two rebel groups.

A UN human rights report found that Janjaweed militias, bands of Arab fighters recruited and armed by Khartoum, have committed atrocities against civilians such as murder, rape and the ransacking of villages.

In his report to the Council Mr. Annan says the parties to the conflict in southern Sudan must do all they can to bring an immediate halt to hostilities in Darfur. He also says the recent spate of violence around the town of Malakal in the Upper Nile region of southern Sudan must stop.

Outlining his plan to appoint a Special Representative and two Deputy Special Representatives soon to head up the peacekeeping mission, Mr. Annan stresses it is vital that the international community maintain solid support and investment for the peace process.

“Rebuilding such a vast country will be a huge undertaking,” he writes. “Without an enduring, patient commitment there is a real possibility that south Sudan could slide back into conflict and chaos.”
* * *
Sudan

8 June – Almost 90,000 refugees fleeing the war-torn Darfur region in western Sudan for Chad have been successfully moved into one of eight United Nations camps away from the dangerous border as the rainy season starts to set in.

Officials from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which has organized the transfer, said they are rushing to move another 15,000 people to the camp at Djabal, which opened last week.

UNHCR staff are searching for a second campsite close to the existing camp at Breidjing after about 5,000 refugees arrived there last week unannounced. That camp already has 7,809 registered refugees and is close to capacity.

UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) estimate at least 150,000 Sudanese have fled their homeland for neighbouring Chad since early last year, when fighting first broke out in Darfur between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups.

Many of the people said they were escaping attacks by Janjaweed militias, bands of Arab fighters recruited and armed by the Khartoum Government in its fight against rebel forces. A UN human rights report has found that the Janjaweed have committed numerous atrocities, including murders, rapes, and the ransacking and destruction of villages.

UNHCR staff have been anxious to move as many refugees as possible to camps away from the border – where militias have been making cross-border raids – before the rainy season makes many roads impassable.

The World Food Programme (WFP) has also provided rations of sorghum, oil and beans over the past week to refugees living in the northern section of the Chadian-Sudanese border zone.

UNHCR is also arranging the airlift of emergency supplies, such as blankets, kitchen sets, tents and personal hygiene items, over the next week.
* * *
Cyprus

8 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan does not see any basis for resuming his active good offices on Cyprus now that it has missed its final chance to join the European Union as a united country, a senior United Nations adviser told the Security Council today.

On 24 April, Greek Cypriots rejected by a three-to-one margin a plan that would have created a United Cyprus Republic comprised of a Greek Cypriot constituent state and a Turkish Cypriot constituent state linked by a federal government. In a separate, simultaneous referendum, Turkish Cypriots approved the plan by a two-to-one vote.

“Throughout the effort, which began in late 1999, the goal has been to bring about a settlement through a decision of the people on each side,” Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, said in his briefing to Council. Now that a decision has been made, it “must be respected.”

He also pointed out that although Cyprus remained divided, a great deal had nevertheless been achieved through the negotiation effort. He called for building on this progress to keep alive the prospects of reconciliation and reunification in the future.

The Secretary-General has voiced hope that Greek Cypriots will reflect on the outcome of the process in the coming months. “We need to better understand the reasons for their strong rejection of the plan,” Mr. de Soto said. “And we need to know how the Greek Cypriot side sees the way forward.”

The Secretary-General has also welcomed the fact that the Turkish Cypriots, in approving the plan, unequivocally signalled their commitment to reunification. “This is more than a mere expression of goodwill for a solution to the Cyprus problem: the Turkish Cypriot people have clearly backed away from their search for separate sovereign statehood,” Mr. de Soto said. “This is a fundamental turnabout in the direction taken by the Turkish Cypriot side for over two decades.”

The Security Council, which had fully backed the Secretary-General’s efforts, should play its part by giving “a strong lead to all States to cooperate both bilaterally and in international bodies to eliminate unnecessary restrictions and barriers that have the effect of isolating the Turkish Cypriots and impeding their development.”

The envoy stressed that this was not meant to “afford recognition or to assist secession, but

rather to promote reunification and reconciliation.”

* * *
DR of Congo
8 June – As sporadic shooting continued in Bukavu town in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN refugee agency said today high tensions, especially near to Rwanda, may hinder its efforts to help refugees on both sides of the border.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also said its operations in the rest of the DRC had been reduced because it had had to evacuate its non-essential staff after the UN decided to move to a higher security alert in the country.

Some 2,390 refugees from the DRC had registered with UNHCR in southwest Rwanda since the fighting started last month, the refugee agency said, adding that no one had crossed into Rwanda since the government closed the border Sunday, but the Rwandan authorities had assured the agency that refugees would still be allowed to enter the country.

“No new arrivals have been reported since the border closure. There were also no arrivals on Saturday and only 28 new refugees crossed the border on Friday,” the agency said.

In Bukavu, where the fighting that broke out on 26 May between Government and rebel troops climaxed with rebel seizure of the town last week, former Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD-Goma) Col. Jules Mutebutsi broke his pledge to canton his forces and shooting could be heard in the town from time to time today.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) confirmed, however, the withdrawal of the more numerous forces of former RCD-Goma Gen. Laurent Nkunda from the town and the nearby airport area.

MONUC also reported that Kinshasa was relatively quiet. President Joseph Kabila and MONUC chief William Lacy Swing held separate meetings with student groups stressing that the UN was an important partner in the transition process.

Some students in the university town had mounted protest marches, criticizing the UN peacekeepers for allowing the town to fall to the rebels after Government forces fled. Some isolated marches took place early in the day, but the demonstrators were dispersed by Congolese police patrolling the streets.

Mr. Swing, President Kabila and the DRC Cabinet have been planning the re-establishment of Transitional Government authority across the country and agreed that the crisis in Bukavu must be resolved this week, MONUC said.

After helping more than 5,000 people return to Rwanda from Bukavu and Goma, UNHCR suspended the official repatriation of the refugees from Bukavu. Nonetheless, it was preparing for a possible influx of people arriving on their own and was sending in 10,000 sleeping mats from its stocks in Tanzania.
* * *

Rwanda

8 June – The airplane “black box” discovered earlier this year at United Nations Headquarters in New York – stored in a locked file cabinet for the last 10 years – is not linked to the crash in 1994 that killed the Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi and set off the Rwandan genocide, a UN probe has concluded.

According to a statement issued yesterday by the UN Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), the cockpit voice recorder that was shipped to the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations in New York by the UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda (UNAMIR) did not contain any relevant information about the crash of that aircraft, which triggered a 100-day killing spree of 800,000 Tutsis and “moderate” Hutus.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan had directed OIOS in March to investigate the matter in response to allegations by the French daily Le Monde that the UN had possession of the black box from the Falcon 50 aircraft that was carrying President Juvénal Habyarimana of Rwanda and his Burundian counterpart, Cyprien Ntaryamira, and which crashed near Kigali International Airport on 6 April 1994.
The Department had said the recorder was received in good condition, and that its decision at that time not to analyze the box’s origins and contents was made without its existence being reported up the chain of command among peacekeeping officials.

Noting that “much of the recent media attention to the issue could have been avoided” had the Department acted in 1994, OIOS recommended a review of the information flow through the peacekeeping chain of command and strengthened procedures to minimize the risk of important matters not being reported to senior managers, particularly during times of crises and emergency.
* * *
Lebanon

8 June – The United Nations envoy for southern Lebanon said today he was concerned by a series of Lebanese rocket attacks yesterday morning and then the retaliatory overflights and aircraft fire by Israeli forces.

Staffan de Mistura, the Personal Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Southern Lebanon, issued a statement urging the parties along the line of withdrawal between Lebanon and Israel, known as the Blue Line, to avoid all acts of hostility by acting with the “utmost restraint.”

About 4:45 a.m. yesterday, unknown elements launched three rockets from a position only 400 metres northeast of the headquarters of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in the seaside town of Naqoura. One landed close to an Israeli naval boat and the other two landed inside Lebanese territory.
Soon after that incident, Israeli jets made illegal overflights over Lebanon. At about 10 p.m. last night, Israeli aircraft struck a reported Palestinian position about 20 kilometres southeast of the Lebanese capital of Beirut.

Mr. de Mistura said it was fortunate that no casualties were reported as a result of either the Lebanese or Israeli infringements of the Blue Line yesterday.

Noting that Lebanese authorities had begun a probe into the rocket attacks, he said the fact they were launched so close to a UNIFIL position was “a grave development.” He urged Lebanon to control its territory to avoid such incidents and to ensure greater calm.

The envoy also called on Israel to stop its violations of Lebanese airspace, saying he was particularly concerned that its air strike last night took place so deep inside Lebanese territory.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told the press briefing in New York that there was an exchange of fire this morning in the Shabaa Farms area between Hezbollah and the Israeli defence forces.

Mr. Eckhard said UNIFIL has since been in contact with both sides to urge restraint and to try to prevent an escalation of hostilities.
* * *
Middle East

8 June – The United Nations and the international community will not abandon the estimated four million Palestinian refugees scattered across the Middle East – that was the vow today from participants at the conclusion of a two-day conference in Geneva about tackling the Palestinians’ humanitarian needs.

During the meeting of countries and international organizations, delegates pledged to donate $10.5 million to help the Palestinians, with several other countries or regional groups also promising to give financial aid in the future.
They also agreed that special attention should be given to the needs and concerns of Palestinian children, saying they would improve the standard of school buildings and continue measures to boost health care.

The delegates stressed they would try to ensure a safe environment in areas where Palestinian refugees are living so that the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) can better deliver essential services.

Delegates also agreed to focus on several areas of reform in the years ahead: building greater respect for international humanitarian law, ensuring the freedom of movement for refugees, improving access to jobs, and increasing community development.

The conference was organized and hosted by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.

The countries and organizations that made pledges were Algeria, Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Spain, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) Fund for International Development. France, Norway, Sweden, the United States and the European Union said they would donate funds soon.
* * *
Côte d’Ivoire
8 June – A United Nations-sponsored International Monitoring Committee for the peace agreement between the Government of Côte d’Ivoire and its armed opposition has condemned the violence that erupted Monday in the major city, Abidjan, and elsewhere.

Referring to what appeared to be an assault on one rebel group by another in a central town near the ceasefire monitoring line, Albert Tévoédjrè, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire and chairman of the Committee, condemned the attack carried out at Gohitafla farming town and demanded an investigation to determine its causes and find those responsible.

He also condemned just as profoundly the violence carried out against embassies, international agencies, including the UN peacekeeping operation, known as UNOCI, and foreign persons and communities, in contempt of diplomatic conventions and human rights observance.

French and UN peacekeeping forces, under separate command, patrol a 400-kilometre-long zone separating government troops and the armed former rebels. Under the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis agreement, the government and opposition formed a transitional government, but have had several serious disagreements.
* * *
Haiti

8 June – A United Nations team arrived in Haiti today to catalogue the help the world body can provide to the Caribbean country as it prepares for democratic, free and transparent elections in 2005, a UN spokesman said today.

The mission from the UN’s Electoral Assistance Division in the Department of Political Affairs will remain in Haiti for 10 days, according to spokesman Fred Eckhard.

The Electoral Division provided technical assistance to Haiti from 1990 to 1991, 1994 to 1997 and 1999 to September 2000. It said it was “unable to fulfil a request for technical assistance for the Presidential elections on 26 November 2000 due to the political situation in the country.”
* * *
Kosovo

8 June – Kosovo suffers from a serious gender gap, with the United Nations mission’s first comprehensive survey of gender data in the province showing that women are severely under-represented in the workforce and girls’ attendance at secondary school is much lower than that of boys.

Women comprise just 30 per cent of the workforce, according to statistics released today from the Office of Gender Affairs of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). In rural areas they make up even less of the overall total – just 21 per cent.

Females are also disadvantaged in education. The figures indicate 91 per cent of girls attend primary school, while only 54 per cent go to secondary school.

UNMIK’s Office of Gender Affairs conducted the survey to provide Kosovo’s policy-makers with gender-disaggregated data to help them try to close the gender gap in the employment, education, health and social welfare fields.

In a statement, UNMIK said the province generally lacked much gender-specific data, citing the absence of any statistics about women’s average income or access to financial resources.

* * *
Fishing

8 June – More countries say they are fishing responsibly, altering their laws and practices to adhere to an international code of conduct on fishing, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) announced in a report issued today.

FAO said 52 of its Member States have reported changing their fisheries management plans to include provisions such as banning destructive practices, promoting the use of selective fishing gear and allowing depleted fish stocks to recover.

These provisions are part of the 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, endorsed by 170 countries, which sets non-binding standards for governments to protect marine flora and fauna and to conserve ocean ecosystems.

At least 50 countries said they have taken steps to ensure that when their ships operate in the exclusive economic zones (EEZs) of other countries, they are properly authorized. They are also more closely monitoring the activities of ships in their own EEZs.

Ichiro Nomura, FAO Assistant Director-General and head of its Fisheries Department, said the changes reflect a growing worldwide recognition that taking care of the environment actually benefits the long-term health of the fishing industry.
“Much remains to be done in order to ensure that fisheries worldwide are being conducted in a responsible and sustainable manner, but the indications are that countries and private industry are both starting to respond to over-exploitation and environmental concerns,” he said.

Mr. Nomura said there is room for improvement on several fronts, particularly the setting of approved fishing catches based on the assessment of fish stocks.

He also said countries remain slow to adopt the provisions of four supplemental action plans to the code – covering excess fishing capacity, illegal fishing, shark fisheries management and the accidental capture of seabirds.

Only six countries have formal plans about shark fishing, for example, although another 10 nations say they are close to finalizing their plans.

* * *
Student summit

8 June – The future of Iraq, and the role of the United Nations and the international community in helping the reconstruction of the country in the aftermath of the war, was the focus of a student-diplomat summit Monday at UN Headquarters in New York.

Hosted by the UN CyberSchoolBus, a web site offering lesson plans and project ideas on global issues for teachers and students from around the world, the “Youth Leadership Awards Summit” brought in high school students from the New York City area for a dialogue with Ambassadors Yerzhan Kazykhanov of Kazakhstan and Adam Thomson of the United Kingdom, Asli Bali, a lawyer dealing with human rights issues, and Howard Stoffer, a Minister Counsellor from the Permanent Mission of the United States to the United Nations.

Speaking at the outset of the event, Ambassador Kazykhanov stressed that it was imperative to ensure that the work to restore peace and security in Iraq was made in the legal framework of the United Nations. “Post-war reconstruction of the country and assistance to the Iraqi population could be provided only under the umbrella of the United Nations,” he said.

For her part, Ms. Bali said any Security Council resolution dealing with the future of Iraq should resist legitimizing the occupation, demand the withdrawal of foreign troops over the next 18 months, insist on the deployment of international human rights monitors, stress the need for the US to continue to be bound by international humanitarian law, take precautions for Iraqi prisoners of war, hold people accountable for crimes already committed, and reject the economic colonization of Iraq.

In his remarks, Ambassador Thomson said it was not in anyone’s interests to see Iraq descend into chaos and that the alternative in Iraq was potentially good. “It is difficult, but the opportunity of building a more pluralist society in Iraq, as in Afghanistan, is potentially very healthy for the entire region,” he said. “Most of the societies and politics of Iraq’s neighbours are closed, and if developments in Iraq can help them open they will prosper.”

The summit was organized by the Institute for Civic Leadership (ICL), a non-governmental organization that aims to help students examine current events, develop leadership skills and create their own community service projects.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Before I begin let me just tell you something we squawked, and if you were down here you might not have heard it.

The Lakhdar Brahimi briefing for the Correspondents’ Association has been postponed for 24 hours at your request.  I think most of you felt you had too much to do with the resolution today and preferred to hear from him tomorrow.  So, it will now take place in the UNCA Club tomorrow at 1:00.

Good afternoon.

**Iraq - Council
Following a few hours of discussion yesterday in the Security Council, the draft resolution on Iraq was put into blue.  Council members will return to consultations on Iraq at 4:30 this afternoon, with a view to voting on that resolution today.  [The Spokesman later said that the Security Council would go into the formal meeting on Iraq at 4:30, without prior consultations.]

Prior to that, the Secretary-General will meet with the Group of Friends on Iraq at 3:00.

Speaking to an open meeting of the Security Council yesterday, the Secretary-General said the role of the UN, through the efforts of Lakhdar Brahimi, had been to facilitate a process of consensus building leading to the formation of an interim government.  Brahimi’s task, he said, has been completed on time and in full.

The Secretary-General reiterated that the UN was fully involved in facilitating consensus on the structure and composition of the government.

He appealed to Council members and the international community at large, and to Iraq’s neighbours in particular, to respond favourably and generously to the Interim Government’s request for assistance and support.

The Secretary-General said he looked forward to a clear definition of the UN’s role and to the creation of all the conditions -- including the provision of security for our staff, and adequate resources -- which would allow us to implement the mandate given us.

**Iraq - Brahimi
The Secretary-General was followed by his Special Adviser, who outlined to Council members the details of his mission in Iraq.

He said that the Interim Government, taken as a complete package, has a great deal of talent and is well positioned to bring the country together during the next seven months or so. 

Brahimi stressed that the Interim Government will have to start to take ownership of the solutions to the grave security problem. He added that efforts to create an effective Iraqi police force and a well-trained army must be expedited.

He also underscored the importance of properly managing the relations between the government and the foreign forces in Iraq.  That, he said, will greatly affect the government’s credibility in the eyes of the Iraqi people.  The solution to the security issue, he added, cannot be military only; it also needs to be political.

All the work that needs to be done now, Brahimi told Council members, must be focused on creating the conditions for genuine and credible elections this January because only an elected Government and an elected legislature can legitimately claim to represent Iraq.

We have the text of his remarks available upstairs.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s report on the Sudan is out as a Security Council document today.

In it, the Secretary-General recommends deployment of an advance team to prepare for a future UN operation following the signing of a long-awaited comprehensive peace agreement, which he says would show the commitment of the international community to assist the parties. 

He outlines the various tasks of a future monitoring and observation operation, and also says he intends to appoint very soon the senior leadership of a future UN peace operation to head the ongoing preparations.

He also sounds a note of caution in three areas:  that the parties implement what they have signed in good faith; that the parties use their influence to bring to an immediate halt the fighting in the Darfur region, in the Malakal area of the Upper Nile and elsewhere, which continues to destroy lives and livelihoods; and that the international community understand and concur that peace will only be attained in the Sudan though continuing constant engagement, requiring extensive investment and funding.

A draft resolution on the Sudan has already been introduced in Security Council consultations.

**DRC - Update
Yesterday evening, the Security Council adopted a presidential statement on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, condemning the seizure of Bukavu by dissident forces led by former Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD-Goma) commanders, and the human rights violations which have occurred.  The Council demands that all such military actions cease immediately and it urges all parties in the Government of National Unity and Transition to remain fully committed to the peace process and to abstain from any action that could endanger the unity of the Government.

In addition, the Council warns neighbouring States of the consequences of support to the rebel groups.  It urges the Government of Rwanda, taking into account its previous relationship with RCD-Goma, and all other neighbouring States, to do all in their power to support the peace process and resolve the crisis. 

The Council also calls on all Congolese parties to support the work of the UN Mission and demands that they refrain from any hostile action against UN personnel or facilities.

The UN Mission reports that the situation in Kinshasa is relatively quiet.  President Joseph Kabila and UN Special Representative William Swing held separate meetings with student groups calling for civil behaviour and stressing that the UN is an important partner in the transition process.  Some isolated demonstrations took place this morning, but they were dispersed by Congolese police, who are actively patrolling streets.

In Bukavu, the UN Mission has confirmed the withdrawal of the forces of General Laurent Nkunda from the town and the nearby airport area.  However, Colonel Jules Mutebutsi has not kept his pledge to canton his forces, and some sporadic shooting took place today.

Special Representative Swing has been in constant contact with President Kabila and his Cabinet to plan the re-establishment of the Transitional Government’s authority.  All seem to agree that the crisis in Bukavu must be resolved this week.

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency is monitoring closely the situation along the DRC/Rwanda, border where over 2,300 Congolese refugees have fled since the outbreak of fighting in Bukavu.  We have full information in UNHCR’s briefing notes on this subject upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire
In response to yesterday’s violent incidents near the ceasefire monitoring line in Côte d’Ivoire, the International Monitoring Committee of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, chaired by Special Representative of the Secretary-General Albert Tevoedjre, issued a statement today condemning the incidents.

The statement also condemned the threats and attacks against the international community, including the UN peacekeeping operation, in Abidjan.

**Cyprus
This morning, the Security Council held an open meeting on Cyprus.  Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the issue, presented the report on his good offices.

That report, of course, we flagged to you when it was released last week.

In his presentation, de Soto said that late yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General had received from the Greek Cypriot side a letter outlining comments regarding the Secretary-General’s report.  The letter would be made into an official document of the Council.  Members are now continuing the discussions on Cyprus in closed consultations.

During these closed consultations, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hédi Annabi, presented the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus.  That report was also issued last week.

**Black Box
The cockpit voice recorder, or “black box”, which has been stored at the United Nations since 1994, was not from the presidential aircraft carrying the Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi when it crashed that year and did not contain any relevant information about the crash of that aircraft.  These are the main findings of the investigation conducted by the Office of Internal Oversight Services into allegations that the United Nations had possession of a flight recorder from that aircraft. 

The report adds that much of the recent furor, after the black box was found on UN premises earlier this year, could have been avoided if the Department of Peacekeeping Operations had sought in 1994 to analyse the contents of the black box, as has now been done.

Due to the historical significance of the downed plane and its relation to the Rwandan genocide, the Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services, Dileep Nair, has taken the exceptional decision to make this report available on the OIOS Web site.  He and his director of investigations were not able to make it to today’s briefing to talk to you, but, if you have any questions and you want to give them to me, I will pass them on to OIOS, and they promise to respond to them promptly.

**Lebanon
Yesterday there were a number of serious and worrisome violations across the Blue Line in Lebanon, which carry a potential threat for escalation. 

Early in the morning, unidentified elements fired three rockets from Lebanon towards Israel.  Two of the rockets fell inside Lebanon close to the Blue Line and the third fell into the sea close to an Israeli naval patrol boat.  Shortly afterwards, there were several Israeli air violations in southern Lebanon.  And much later, around 10 p.m. local time, Israeli jets hit a reported Palestinian position south-east of Beirut.

In statement issued today, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, Staffan di Mistura, said he viewed these incidents with concern.  The UN, he said, reiterated its call to Lebanon to exercise control over its territory.  To Israel, the UN also reiterates its call to stop its air violations of the Blue Line. 

All parties along the Blue Line, di Mistura said, must exercise utmost restraint and live up to their responsibilities in order to avoid further acts of hostility.

**Sheba Farms
Continuing on the same subject, we just got word before the briefing that this morning there was an exchange of fire between Hezbollah and the Israeli Defence Force in the Sheba Farms area. 

The UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon has been in close contact with the parties with a view to preventing escalation.

**UNRWA
The two-day conference in Geneva dealing with the needs of Palestinian refugees wrapped up with a solemn declaration:  “You will not be abandoned.”

Delegates from more than 90 countries and organizations committed the international community and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, or UNRWA, to continuing support for 
4 million Palestinian refugees.  Although the meeting was not a pledging conference, financial pledges were also made by some delegations, amounting to some $10.5 million.  We have a press release upstairs with more on that.

**Kosovo
From Kosovo, women make up only 30 per cent of the total labour force in Kosovo, and only 21 per cent of the rural labour force, according to a new report from the UN Mission in Kosovo’s Office of Gender Affairs.

The report also says that, although 91 per cent of girls in Kosovo attend primary schools, that figure drops dramatically to 54 per cent by the time the girls reach secondary school.  We have further details about the report, “Women and Men in Kosovo”, in a press release upstairs.

**Haiti – Electoral Mission
The UN Mission in Haiti reports that an Electoral Needs Assessment Mission from the UN’s Electoral Assistance Division arrived in Port-au-Prince today and will remain in Haiti for 10 days.  The purpose of the mission is to assess the assistance that the UN can provide to support democratic, free and transparent elections in 2005.  There is a press release on that.

**Fishing
From FAO, a growing number of countries are taking steps to conserve and restore the world’s oceans by bringing their fishing sectors in line with the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.  According to FAO, 52 of its member countries report having fisheries management plans in place that incorporate elements of the Code.  We have a press release on that.

**Global Compact
Finally, tomorrow, at 11:15 a.m., the Global Compact Office will hold a press briefing in this room to discuss the upcoming Global Compact Leaders Summit, scheduled for the 24th of this month, and to release a comprehensive study of the Global Compact prepared by McKinsey & Company, an international management consultancy.  John Ruggie, the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Global Compact, will be joined by Georg Kell, the Executive Head of the programme, and they will also have with them a Mr. Les Silverman, a Director at McKinsey.

Abdurrahim?
**Questions and Answers
Question:   The Security Council meeting this afternoon.  Are they going to go straight to the vote at 4:30 or will there be consultations beforehand?

Spokesman:  I understand it’s consultations first and then, with a view, as they say, with a view to an open meeting.  And, of course, that open meeting would be for a vote.  [The Spokesman later said that the formal meeting would take place without prior consultations.]

Question:   Brahimi yesterday seemed to tell the Council “I have successfully accomplished my mission” within the confines specified for him.  “The ball is now in the court of the Iraqis and the Americans.  If something goes wrong with it ... don’t blame me for it.”  Is that a fair characterization of what he said?

Spokesman:  I think that overdramatizes what he said.  He feels very comfortable that there is a lot of talent in this interim government, and a lot of honest, as well as capable, people.  It now is up to the Iraqis in the street to judge.  He’s been encouraged by statements from a number of religious leaders, as well as average citizens, that they’re waiting to see what this government can do.  And he feels that’s fair enough.  So in that sense it’s up to the new government to manage Iraqi affairs to the extent they can in the coming seven months in preparation for the elections.  And the Coalition, of course, will remain on the ground in the form of a multinational force as of 1 July, working with the Iraqis, to try to restore security.  So, the big question in everyone’s mind is whether the security situation in the country can be improved.

Question:   Sorry, just to follow up.  His point about his advice to the Iraqis not to lump people who he described as terrorists with people who he described as the resistance.  Is the UN going to be acting along that definition as official policy or is it just his words for the Iraqis ... (interrupted)?

Spokesman:  No, I think it’s safe to say that the UN mission when it gets up and running will be looking to build the broadest possible support for the government and transitional process to elections.  Mr. Brahimi, from his conversations with many Iraqis while he was in the country, did have contacts with people who described themselves as opposition to the occupation, but not international terrorists.  And he thought that this was a group that should be reached out to.  He was reaching out to them while he was there.  He tried to get them to participate in the interim government process.  They declined to do that.  But he felt that there was still much to be gained by maintaining contact with these people and trying to bring them under the tent.  So, that would be a principal objective of the United Nations work in Iraq once the work gets under way.  Philippe?

Question:   Yes Fred, I’d like to protest about the way the report on the black box has been released because the UN has been delaying the publication of that report week after week after week after week.  And now suddenly it’s released on a Monday night at one of the busiest moments for the journalists in the UN because of Iraq.  Nobody is there to brief us on the results of the report.  The only thing you offer is for us to put questions to you that you will give to Mr. Dileep Nair.  So, I don’t think on that matter it’s the way to do it.  I think it would be great if someone could come and brief us on that report, which has still many questions open in it.

Spokesman:  It was unfortunate the way it happened.  They had prepared to release the report yesterday.  It had nothing to do with what else was going on at the UN; it was when the report was finally ready.  And it didn’t get cleared in time for the noon briefing, so we thought, “Well, we’ll wait for it today”.  But then someone leaked something to a wire service and the conclusions of the report were on the wires at mid-afternoon.  So, at that point we felt that we had no choice but to go ahead and release the report to you.  

I did tell you that Mr. Nair, the head of OIOS, had agreed to come to the briefing.  But it happens that the report was released when he was out of the country and on a day when the head of his investigations unit was also out of the office.  So, we struck out trying to get someone from OIOS with knowledge of this investigation to come and take your questions.  What they proposed is that we take your questions, e-mail them to one of these two people and that they’d respond right away.  I can ask that one of them, whoever is available first, to come to this briefing and take your questions in person, if that’s your preference.

Question:   Yes, it’s my preference and I still find it very weird that the report comes out when nobody is there to comment on it.  I don’t see what was the emergency in publishing it last night when it had been delayed weeks and weeks and weeks, again so ...
Spokesman:  Well, I tried to give you the explanation.  I personally don’t see anything suspicious in how it was handled.  But you can put those questions to OIOS.  Yes, sir?

Question:   Would you like to make a comment about the letter that the Secretary-General received yesterday from the Greek Cypriot side?

Spokesman:  No.  All we said is it’s going to be made public and I have no comment on it.  Yes, sir?

Question:   Iraqi President Ghazi al-Yawar, who is appearing at the G-8 summit, do you see any date in the near future that he will come visit and address the Security Council?

Spokesman:  I haven’t heard of any plan for him to come here.  So, we’ll have to stay in touch with the Council President.  If we hear anything, we’ll let you know.  David?

Question:   Fred, just to back up.  The earlier process question about the meeting today, is it correct to understand that the Council consultation would not begin before the end of the Friends (of Iraq) meeting?  Do you expect the SG to attend the open meeting, if there is one to vote?  And what provision is there, just for live television purposes, to have as early notification as possible, even if they’re still in consultations that although they’re scheduled for such a time, in the future we’ll be at 5:15, 5:30 because of ... (interrupted).

Spokesman:  No.  You know we can’t predict that.  My understanding is that the meeting with the Friends will be over before the consultations begin at 4:30.  How long those consultations last depends on how much substance Member States raise in those consultations.  We will have someone in the room.  If we see any signs of white smoke emerging, we’ll come out and let you know that it looks like it’s beginning to wrap up.  My understanding is that they would go directly to the formal meeting from the consultations.  So, it would happen quickly, I think, once the consultations are over.  And I don’t know if the Secretary-General would be present.  I assume he would be.  But I’ll double-check for you, but I assume he would be.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, the draft resolution reaffirms the intent to revisit the mandate of UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  What in the UN view are the chances for the UN inspectors to resume their work in Iraq?

Spokesman:  That’s purely a matter for the Security Council to determine.  They consciously allowed the UN weapons inspectors to stay in business, and deferred to a later date a decision on what to do with them.  The Secretary-General has said on occasion that these inspectors represent a substantial amount of knowledge and expertise that he feels could be used.  But whether the Security Council would agree to reformulate the mandate of these inspectors and extend their life is purely a matter for the Council to decide.  Yes, sir?

Question:   With the resolution ... (inaudible) special force to deal with UN security specifically, does the Secretary-General have any anticipation or designated a ... (inaudible) from countries that aren’t already in Iraq that they will contribute to this force ... (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you names of any specific countries because we don’t discuss potential troop contributors before the recruitment process is completed.  And, I think as I mentioned yesterday, an MNF, a multinational force, is recruited not by the UN, but by the country or countries that the Security Council recognizes as the leaders of the MNF.  But I’ve also said in recent days that a number of troop contributors have come forward directly to us expressing interest in the specific role, within the MNF, of providing security to the UN personnel within their compound and the perimeter security around the compound.  And those conversations, of course, would have to be integrated with whatever the efforts the leaders of the MNF would be making to expand the size or the base of contributors to the MNF.  I do believe that among those who have approached us there are nations who are not presently serving on the MNF.

Question:   Just to follow up, can you give us the number of countries who have come to you?

Spokesman:  Three or four, I think, came to us.  Not all of them were coming with an unconditional offer to participate, but were feeling out with us what might be worked out in connection with such an offer should they make it.  Philippe?

Question:   Is there any plan for Kofi Annan to meet with President [Laurent] Gbagbo on Friday any time soon?

Spokesman:  I don’t have any word on that yet.  So, if a meeting is scheduled, we’ll let you know.  I’ll see right after the briefing whether something might have been firmed up in the last 24 hours that I can tell you about.  Yes?

Question:   The death penalty has been re-established in Iraq.  Is there any reaction of the UN?

Spokesman:  I don’t have any specific reaction on that.  I am sure there is an institutional response, because institutionally we don’t favour the death penalty.  But let me look into that and get you something more formal after the briefing.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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