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Dam Rehabilitation Set to Cost Sh44m 

The East African Standard (Nairobi) 
NEWS
March 6, 2004 
Posted to the web March 8, 2004 

By Andrew Teyie
Nairobi 
The Nairobi Dam is to be rehabilitated at a total cost of Sh44 million. 

The dam is heavily polluted with effluent and other waste from the sprawling Kibera slums. 

The rehabilitation, under the Nairobi Trust Initiative, was launched by Vice-President Moody Awori on Tuesday night at a city hotel. 

Present were United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) director Klaus Toepfer and the UN Habitat Director, Anna Tibaijuka. 

The initiative is a project of Friends of the Dam, where Cabinet Minister Raila Odinga is the patron. It is backed by Unep, the United Nations Development Programme and Habitat. 

Other politicians present at the launch were Planning minister Anyang' Nyong'o, Water minister Martha Karua and Foreign Affairs minister Kalonzo Musyoka. 

According to Toepfer, the trust will clean the reservoir to provide clean drinking water and attract water enthusiasts, fishermen and birds. 

Awori said the trust was a fitting initiative and the first logical step to fixing the country's natural waters. 

"We need to be proactive and strengthen use and recycling of waste water," he said. 

Awori attributed the problem of environmental degradation to land grabbing. "It has been in the past a major contributor to the depletion of natural resources". 

He said the government had set in motion policies that would ensure sustainable utilisations of resources for national development, while at the same time protecting individuals' rights. 

The V-P called on industries to help protect the environment, saying it was paramount to recycle industrial waste. 

Awori relived his days as a youth when he used to visit the dam. "It is a pity that this beautiful facility has been lost due to our own negligence," he said. Raila said the dam was constructed by the Ministry of Public Works and used to supplement Nairobi residents with water for domestic use. 

Raila said the dam was a unique feature, which should not be left to go to waste. 

He said the main challenge would be to stop human waste from Kibera slums from draining into the dam. 

"The water Resource Management is to protect water catchment areas and reclaim polluted areas," said Karua. 

The 356,179 square metres dam, with a capacity of 98,422 cubic metres of water, was commissioned in 1953 as a reservoir for emergency water supply. The population of Nairobi at that time was 10,000. 

The dam gradually became a major attraction for recreational activities such as sport fishing, sailing, diving, and picnics. 

Apart from pollution from Kibera slums, the dam has been infested by water hyacinth. 
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"My friend's four-year-old child hasn't been able to walk for months because of malaria," Ugandan farmer and businesswoman Fiona "Fifi" Kobusingye says softly. "She crawls around on the floor. Her eyes bulge out like a chameleon, her hair is dried up, and her stomach is all swollen because the parasites have taken over her liver. Her family doesn't have the money to help her, and neither does the Ugandan government. All they can do is take care of her the best they can, and wait for her to die." 

Malaria is also a personal tragedy for this courageous and eloquent woman. It has killed her son, two sisters and two nephews. Now she means to turn her tragedy into a crusade, to rid Uganda and Africa of this killer disease. It will not be an easy task. 

 

Few Americans can begin to comprehend the horror and scope of this disaster. Malaria infects 300,000,000 people a year -- and kills 2,000,000. Most are in sub-Saharan Africa. Over half are children. Malaria control costs Africa, India, Latin America and other affected areas billions of dollars annually, depleting other health and environmental programs. 

 

The disease leaves victims so weak that they cannot work, go to school, care for their families or cultivate their fields, for weeks or months on end. It is no wonder that central Africa, where malaria is most prevalent, is also the most destitute region on this impoverished continent. 

 

A major reason for this epidemic and its devastating consequences is a near-global restriction on the production, export and use of DDT. The restrictions result from intense pressure by ideological environmentalists and threats by the United Nations, European Union, foundations and aid agencies to cut foreign aid or curtail trade with any nation that uses the insecticide. 

 

Of course, none of these activists, bureaucrats or politicians have to worry about malaria killing them or their families. They can afford their viewpoints about malaria and pesticides. Their nations eliminated malaria decades ago, using the same pesticides (including DDT) that they now deny to Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

 

Nothing currently works better for fighting malaria than DDT. It's affordable (other pesticides cost 4 to 6 times more), and that's important for impoverished nations. It's long lasting. A single spraying retains its potency for at least six months, meaning more dangerous pesticides do not have to be applied more often. And mosquitoes are far less likely to build resistance to DDT than to other pesticides, which are still used heavily in agriculture. 

 

Sprayed in tiny amounts on walls of traditional African homes, it repels mosquitoes for six months or more. It kills any that land on the walls, and disorients those it does not kill or repel. Where DDT is used, malaria cases and deaths plummet. Where it is not used, they skyrocket. 

 

South Africa saw that first-hand not long ago, report Richard Tren and Roger Bate of the health advocacy group Africa Fighting Malaria. The country stopped using DDT in 1996, after malaria rates had fallen below 8,000 a year. Within two years, the rates had shot up to 65,000 cases. But within 18 months after Pretoria reintroduced this miracle pesticide, the disease and death rate had plunged by nearly 80 percent. 

 

Despite rampant, far-fetched claims straight out of a Stephen King novel, DDT is not carcinogenic or harmful to humans. Used properly, it is safe for the environment, and minor ecological risks that might exist pale in comparison to human health benefits. 

 

DDT History

 

During World War II, DDT was sprayed on Allied troops, protecting them from malaria and typhus, and saving tens of thousands of lives. After the war, concentration camp survivors and Italian and German citizens were also sprayed with the pesticide. In the 1950s, DDT helped eradicate malaria and typhus in the United States, Europe, Canada, Australia and other countries. No ill effects were ever demonstrated, but no one talks any longer about spraying people. 

 

Rachel Carson helped launch modern environmentalism and the anti-pesticide crusade with her book, Silent Spring. At the time, DDT was used in near-massive quantities to control agricultural pests and exterminate disease-carrying flies and mosquitoes. Ms. Carson postulated that these chemicals would kill off America's raptors and songbirds, leaving us with only a silent spring. However, even as her book was being published, robin and other songbird populations were actually increasing, and subsequent studies failed to substantiate her alarmist predictions. 

 

Nevertheless, the Natural Resources Defense Council (which also sponsored the infamous Alar scare), Greenpeace, the Pesticide Action Network, World Wildlife Fund, Physicians for Social Responsibility and other pressure groups still insist that pesticides in general, and DDT in particular, are terribly toxic to wildlife. Along with the United Nations Environmental Program, they do all they can to prevent the use of DDT and other pesticides. 

 

Hollywood elites and big donors like the Ford, Pew, MacArthur and Schumann foundations support these groups with tens of millions of dollars a year. The World Health Organization refuses to prescribe, recommend or fund the use of any pesticide, and is particularly opposed to DDT. 

 

Instead, they all promote drugs and insecticide-treated bed nets. These methods do help reduce malaria rates. However, they are expensive, hard to get and only partially effective. In fact, for some 20 years or more, the malaria virus has been so immune to two of the cheapest and most-prescribed anti-malarial drugs, chloroquine and SP, as to render them virtually worthless. As to bed nets, while they certainly do help at night, if maintained and used properly, they are of no value during prime mosquito hours for people who are still working or moving about their homes and villages. 

 

And still the WHO, supposedly the developing world's primary healthcare provider, refuses to alter its stance -- and the US Agency for International Development claims it can't support or fund DDT use, because the WHO opposes it, and the United States no longer permits its use. 

 

However, former Environmental Protection Agency Administrator William Ruckeslhaus banned the pesticide in 1972 primarily for political reasons, bowing to NRDC-generated pressure -- and in the face of extensive scientific evidence that DDT was not responsible for bird deaths, thin eggshells or harm to humans. As he said later, "I didn't ban DDT because of the science. It was a political decision." 

 

But of course, our country had already eradicated malaria -- along with yellow, dengue and typhoid fevers -- and could afford to do without DDT. Yellow fever had claimed 19,000 lives in Memphis alone in 1878. Malaria outbreaks in states as far apart as Alaska, Louisiana, Virginia and Wisconsin had claimed thousands of lives in recurrent epidemics over our history. And typhus had also been a big killer. But all had been eliminated from our nation, and our consciousness, by 1972 -- thanks in large part to DDT. The developing world isn't so lucky. 

 

Even worse, as the British medical journal Lancet noted in a January 2004 report, WHO and USAID have continued to recommend, fund and provide supposedly anti-malarial drugs that they have known for years are no longer effective in preventing or treating this disease. No one knows how many people have died believing the drugs were effective, because WHO or USAID had provided them -- but the number is doubtless in the thousands. 

 

The consequence is horrible, totally foreseeable and unconscionable. Hundreds of thousands of children and parents are dying every year who would live, if their countries could also use DDT -- spraying it in tiny quantities on the walls of homes, just once or twice a year, under carefully conducted "indoor residual spraying" programs. 

 

Niger Innis, national spokesman for the Congress of Racial Equality, and others have condemned the anti-DDT policies as reckless medical malpractice -- and eco-manslaughter. They are not alone. 

 

Jurassic Park author (and PhD molecular biologist) Michael Crichton has said, "Banning DDT is one of the most disgraceful episodes in the twentieth century history of America. We knew better, and we did it anyway, and we let people around the world die, and we didn't give a damn." 

 

The New York Times editorialized in December 2002: The developed world "has been unconscionably stingy in financing the fight against malaria or research into alternatives to DDT. Until one is found, wealthy nations should be helping poor countries with all available means -- including DDT." 

 

Recently, 20/20 host John Stossel of ABC News said: "Because of America's hysteria about chemicals, much of the world won't use DDT. And by the time this TV show is over, malaria will have killed another hundred children." Greenpeace co-founder Patrick Moore puts it bluntly: "The environmental movement has lost its objectivity, morality and humanity." 

 

The world's malaria victims will not be saved by bed nets, defective drugs, eco-imperialist moralizing or vague promises of "miracle drugs" that are "just around the corner" -- perhaps in 15 or 20 years, after another 30 million people have died. 

 

They need DDT, and they need it now. Millions of lives are at stake.

 

Paul Driessen is the author of Eco-Imperialism: Green Power - Black Death (www.Eco-Imperialism.com) and director of the Economic Human Rights Project, a joint initiative of the Center for the Defense of Free Enterprise and Congress of Racial Equality. This article is adapted from testimony that he gave recently before the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Energy and Natural Resources, at its hearing on science and public policy. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________
LOMOPOC (California) RECORD

Strawberry farmers to feel effect of methyl bromide ban

By Kent Miller -- Staff Writer

3/7/04 Less than 10 months from now, use of methyl bromide in the United States will be eliminated.

The fumigant is used on more than 100 crops for soil fumigation, post-harvest protection and quarantine treatments.

One of its biggest uses is in the preparation of soil for strawberries -- At $116 million the No. 1 crop in Santa Barbara County in 2002 and a $1 Billion crop in California, which produced 1.5 billion pounds of the berries in 1998, the California Strawberry Commission reported on its Web site.

As a fumigant, methyl bromide kills insects, nematodes, weeds and pathogens.

"There is no known single alternative fumigant, chemical or other technology that can readily substitute for methyl bromide in efficacy, low cost, ease of use, wide availability, worker safety and environmental safety below the ozone layer," according to the Agricultural Research Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

"Strawberries are the single greatest use of methyl bromide. But it is also used to fumigate Sealand containers and to fumigate houses," said Victor Tognazzini, Santa Maria Times columnist and the general manager of a Santa Maria-based agri-business.

Some dispute the safety issues.

"Methyl bromide occurs naturally from ocean dying marine life," Tognazzini said.

But safe or not, methyl bromide will be banned as of Jan. 1, 2005, under The Montreal Protocol of 1991 in developed countries because it "was defined as a chemical that contributes to depletion of the Earth's ozone layer. The definition was based on scientific data," the service said on its Web site, http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/mb/mebrweb.htm.

But use of reduced and declining amounts of methyl bromide will still be permitted in developing countries until 2015.

"Unless viable alternatives are found, U.S. farmers and other users will be at a disadvantage when competing with agricultural products produced in developing countries where methyl bromide will continue to be available," the service said.

"The biggest problem is it's not a level playing field," Tognazzini said

"When we are no longer able to use it, Third World countries will continue to use it until 2015 -- while our yields are reduced. China is gearing up to produce methyl bromide."

An alternative

A Santa Maria-based firm, Green Gold Inc., is offering an alternative -- healthy soil and growing conditions that far exceed organic-growing standards.

The company promotes a five-part program to make soil healthy so that Plants will be healthy and naturally resist insects and pests.

"We build up the good ... needed things in the soil and they (the good things) eliminate the bad things (insects, nematodes, weeds and pathogens) so you don't need pesticides," said Timothy Hollingsworth, proprietor in

Green Gold.

"(Strawberry) growers here fear Mexico will take over the strawberry market with the use of methyl bromide. Growers are scared they will lose a $1 billion industry.

"There is nothing that works like methyl bromide in the chemical industry."

Green Gold uses: 1. soil amendments; 2. soil sprays; 3. liquid injections; 4. plant and fruit sprays; and 5. transplanting material.

But what Green Gold advocates adding to the soil isn't a fumigant or pesticide, it is a combination of such items as proteins; amino acids; minerals; carbohydrates; and food source calcium, potassium and phosphorus, Hollingsworth said.

Years of use of pesticides and fumigants killed off the minerals in the soil, said Eugene Jaffe, marketing manager for Green Gold.

"We build up the soil with all needed minerals," Jaffe said.

Hollingsworth said, "Natural growing methods create healthy soil and Healthy food and healthy people.

"We study the soil and see what it needs and add the needed products ... in food source form ... for immediate results."

Use of food source minerals and other items eliminate the long wait needed with organic growing, he said.

Dave Peck of Manzanita Berry Farms grows the fruit on a 200-acre field off of Main Street east of Santa Maria and 100 acres on the west side of town, also off of Main Street.

This year, in his first association with Green Gold, he has a three-acre pilot project.

"We planted in November. The plants are slightly behind at this point but they look very good," Peck said.

"It's just flowers and small green berries at this point. This year is a normal harvesting time. Last year we were harvesting by this time. The climate influenced that."

The pilot project will be harvested around the end of March, he said.  "It's too early to tell," Peck said. "It doesn't look bad. It looks interesting."

__________________________________________________________________________________________
News of Norway

Producer of oil. Preserver of nature? 
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Being one of the world’s largest producers of oil and natural gas gives Norway an enormous responsibility to secure the environment of both itself and the world. Even though the Norway was among the first nations to establish a Ministry of the Environment in 1972, there have recently been claims that Norway is not taking this responsibility seriously enough. Børge Brende, the current Minister of the Environment, wants to revitalize the Norwegian environmental record. How far has he come?
 

By Mimi Johnson
 

On the afternoon of Monday, January 19, the shores of Vatlestraumen in Hordaland were disrupted as the cargo ship Rocknes tragically capsized.  Carrying twenty-nine crew members  and 23,000 tons of rocks,  Rocknes  cought the headlines not only in Norway, but throughout the world.  The cargo ship, owned by Jebsen Management, was on its way to Germany when it is believed to have run off course, tearing a hole through its hull and subsequently capsizing in the narrow fjord. Only 11 crew members survived. 

 

The accident was also a reminder of the potential environmental hazards that seaborn transportation may cause. This time the cargo was not hazardous in itself. But much of the 445 tonnes of fuel oil on board spilled into the water. Environmentalists estimate some 10,000 seabirds have been put at risk for contamination. 

 

For a country with high ambitions as an advocate for the environment – which at the same time is a major player in maritime transport services and a leading producer of oil and natural gas – there is no lack of challenges. Is Norway up to it?

 

Børge Brende, the Minister of the Environment, has taken a forceful approach, domestically as well as on the international arena. Pollution to air and water, biological diversity, hazardous chemicals, climate change and ozone – the minister is on the offensive. 

 

Internationally, Mr. Brende is pushing an ambitious agenda as elected Chair of the United Nation’s Commission of Sustainable development, primarily focusing on access to clean water and sanitation in less developed countries. His stated objective, that applies not only Norway, is that “Our children and grandchildren need to be given the same acces to nature as we have been given”. 

 

Sustainability, a notion created by a U.N. Commission chaired by former Minister of the Environment and three time Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland, has been embraced by the people and industries of Norway.  

 

Norway is the third largest oil exporting nation.  It also ranks third in terms of the number of international environmental agreements to which it is party Rankings and agreements do not please everyone, however. Greenpeace, an international non-governmental organization (NGO) working to protect the global environment, recognizes the paradox in Norway’s role as oil producer and environmental protector.  

 

Kert Davies, a campaign spokesperson for global warming and energy in the United States division of Greenpeace, referred to Norway as a ”strange amalgam” in that Norway chiefly uses electricity, not oil, for energy.  Greenpeace recognizes that, domestically, Norway is an environmentally clean country. However, it is argued, this can be contributed to the exportation, and lack of internal use, of petroleum. Davies suggested there were a few “gripes with how Norway operates,” including Norway’s production of “fossil fuels that are contributing to global warming.”

 

Despite Greenpeace’s assertions, Norway’s attitude toward environmental policies continues to place Norway as a figurehead in the global community.  In the first month of this year, Norway has already made several changes within the structure of its government with regards to environmental policies and enforcement Among them is the creation of the new Petroleum Safety Authority Norway (PSA), which will play a greater role in matters of health, safety and the environment with regards to oil production.  

 

“Safety,” says PSA spokesperson Inger Anda, “is meant to encompass safety with regard to any loss of qualities including economical values.”  

  

Environmentally, the PSA works in a preventative manner, assuring that the oil industry has taken all precautionary measures to guarantee that unintended emissions to the sea do not occur.  The PSA also works to confirm that the industry is prepared in the event of an oil spill to minimize or halt further damage.  The PSA is satisfied, says Anda, that in “40 years of offshore petroleum activity with more than 2000 wells drilled,” only one accident has occurred.  

 

Anda feels that as a governmental agency with the authority to create and enforce requirements relating to health, safety, and the environment, the PSA “... has contributed significantly to the fact that the Norwegian offshore petroleum industry today is considered to be a leading industry with regard to health, safety and environment.”  Not only is oil a leading industry, Norway is a considered to be a leader in the global oil industry.  

 

Statoil, whose production of oil and natural gas in Norway is vital to its business, was recently found to be a global leader in the clean production of petroleum.

 

Norway also takes a strong interest in improving the environment in neighboring regions and in developing countries.  Serving as a member of the Arctic Council is just one of the many ways in which Norway looks to work with its neighbors.  Members of the Council include Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian Federation, Sweden and the United States.  The purpose of the Council is to address, in a collaborative way, the issues facing the people and environment of the Arctic.  

 

Among the programs of the Arctic Council is  the Protection of Arctic Marine Environment (PAME).  PAME began as a Norwegian initiative.   The current Chair, Tom Laughlin of the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration - U.S. Department of Commerce, contends that his Norwegian predecessor, Per Shive, “did an excellent job in leading the group in developing a comprehensive review of international measures affecting the marine environment.”  While the United States has since taken a leadership role within PAME, more programs have been created with the help and guidance of Norway.  Laughlin notes that Norway was actively involved in the development and recent revision of the Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines.  

 

Norway is also active in many international environmental organizations, including the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), whose mission to ”provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations” embodies many of the Norwegian values of sustainability and accountability. 

Norway plays a major role in paving the road to a safer, more environmentally sound and sustainable world.  The tragedy of Rocknes illustrates the need for a major oil producer to take its – and the world’s – environment seriously.

 

“Co-existence,” State Secretary André Støylen told representatives from the Norwegian oil and gas industry, “is a key word also for offshore oil and gas activities.”

 

“The Norwegian Government,” he continued, “emphasizes that these activities will continue to take place in co-existence with fisheries and other users of the sea. At the same time we must take full account of the need to protect and preserve the environment.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Philippine Daily Inquirer 
March 9, 2004 

PLUNDERED WATERS 

 MANY have watched, fascinated, blue starfish or hermit crabs scurrying over coral in display tanks at hotel lobbies or public aquariums. 

These swim in a $ 200 to $ 300 million yearly global trade in marine ornamental species where the Philippines, as lead supplier, is backsliding from failure to protect vital reefs. 

The United Nations Environment Program presents this finding in a new study titled, "From Ocean to Aquarium." 

A fifth of the world's wholesalers and four governments participated in the study. Global Marine Aquarium Database analyzed the data. These reveal: 

About two million individuals keep aquariums. Over 600,000 are in the United States. The rest are in Europe and Japan. They stock their tanks with wild species, caught in the Philippines, other Southeast Asian countries and Pacific Islands. Fish, coral and invertebrates (organisms without spinal columns like shrimps) form the trade's "currency." 

In 1930, Sri Lanka began exporting tropical fish. The Philippines and Hawaii issued their first permits in the 1950s. Pacific Island countries followed. Today, 1,471 species are marketed, ranging from sea horses to the sapphire devil. 

Some 146 species of stony and 61 soft coral flow into the market, mostly from Indonesia. Species range from cat's paw to sea fans. 

About 500 species of invertebrates, like cleaner shrimp, are traded. Giant clam shells deck curio shops, serving as water troughs. Is the meat a marine Viagra? "In some Asian and Pacific countries," the UN report notes, the meat is considered "as an aphrodisiac." 

The Philippines tops eight exporting nations, in volume and species. It sold 1.52 million fish, compared to Indonesia's 943,0000 plus. Manila offered 43 of 93 species traded; Solomon Islands, 26. 

"Aquaria trade is low volume but high value," UNEP notes. A kilo of live coral for aquariums cost between $ 2 and $ 4. As construction filler, it sells for two cents. A kilogram of ornamental fish may earn $ 500. Six dollars is the most a kilo of reef fish for dinner can fetch. 

It's also a trade "seldom free of controversy." Disputes continue over ecological costs and trade benefits. And they're stoked by data and research gaps. 

But there's consensus on damage from over-harvesting, introduction of alien species and destructive collection practices like cyanide. 

Squirting cyanide into reefs to stun fish, originated in the Philippines and Taiwan in the 1960s. "In the mid-80s, more than 80 percent of all fish harvested in the Philippines and destined for the aquarium trade were collected using cyanide." 

Poisoning decimates marine populations. It destroys reefs. Misuse of cyanide spread to Asean countries, then leapfrogged to Maldives in the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea and the Seychelles. 

Poison and dynamite wrecked reefs, called the "rainforests of the seas." They're one of the world's most productive ecosystems. About a third of the marine fish species, plus over 800 kinds of corals, come from reefs. 

But only four percent of reefs here remain in excellent condition, the update of the 1997 inventory of the Coral Resources of the Philippines reveals. 

Degraded reefs in Panay Gulf and the Bohol Sea now yield only four to five metric tons per square kilometer yearly-compared to its original potential of 15 metric tons. 

The rest are under constant pressure from pollution, dynamite fishing to one of the lesser-understood threats: "bleaching." When warm weather and chemical sludge interact, reefs turn white and die. 

Science journal reports: "Since 1977... there has been exceptionally strong unprecedented warming, with average temperature rising at the rate of about 0.36 degrees per decade." 

And population daily builds up. Today, 39 out of every 100 people live within 100 kilometers from the coast. That increases the load from growing numbers of tourists waste. 

Policy makers must grapple with a multi-pronged dilemma: how to reverse extensive ecological damage, conserve species and habitats while reinforcing economic incentives for a legitimate business that supports small fisherman-even as the weather changes. 

"Purchasing power that hobbyists possess is undoubtedly the single most important market force in the marine aquarium industry," UNEP report points out. "If customers demanded that harvests used sustainable techniques, this would impact on source countries." The US now demands certification of sustainable harvesting for coral imports. 

Reforms require greater support for research and continuing education. In addition, practical strategies must be enforced marine reserves and temporary closures, as on Apo Island, Negros, and size limits. 

Bans may be unavoidable. Giants clams here are almost extinct. Once the Philippines largest export item, sales were banned in 1996. 

Haribon Foundation and the government collaborated with Ocean Voice and Inter-Marinelife Alliance to devise alternate methods of fishing. "After five years, live reef fish that test positive for cyanide declined from 80 percent in 1993 to 20 percent in 1998," UNEP adds. 

"Ninety percent of the history of life took place in the seas." And the coasts are the natural crossroads for man. It's there where the limits of the ocean become most apparent.
European Report

March 6, 2004

HEADLINE: ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL: EU MINISTERS CONFIRM EU COMMITMENT TO KYOTO PROTOCOL

HIGHLIGHT:
European Union Environment Ministers and Ministers from the ten acceding countries, gathered in Brussels on March 2, reaffirmed their commitment to the Kyoto Protocol and emphasised the importance they attach to its "ratification and rapid entry into force". Ministers are also refusing for the present to consider alternative solutions if Russia declines to ratify the Protocol. The debate on Kyoto monopolised much of the Ministers' time but their key achievement was endorsement of the Environment Council's contribution to the Spring Summit.

BODY:
The debate on climate change was intended put the final touches to the Environment Council's contribution to the Spring European Summit on March 25-26. This contribution is based on four documents: the general report on delivering Lisbon and reforms for the enlarged Union, the European Commission's 2003 annual environment policy review, the Communication entitled "towards a thematic strategy on the sustainable use of natural resources", and the Commission Communication proposing an environmental technologies action plan ("stimulating technologies for sustainable development").

The Conclusions adopted by the Council recall the objectives of the Lisbon strategy - establishing a knowledge-based economy, quantitative and qualitative improvements in employment and greater social cohesion, creating an eco-efficient economy that respects the carrying capacity of the environment - and again emphasises the need to intensify synergies between economic development, employment, social development and the environmental dimension of sustainable development. The Council insists the environmental dimension must be placed on an equal footing with the economic, employment and social elements of sustainable development. It identifies some negative trends in the environment, especially in areas such as climate change, energy, transport and biodiversity, and urges action to reverse these trends. The Council also recognises the need to give renewed momentum in order to integrate environmental concerns into sector-specific policies and insists on better use of natural resources and the role of environmental technologies in achieving sustainable development goals. The Council welcomes efforts made to ensure sustainable mobility and to enhance transport safety and finally, underlines the Community's determination to respect and implement its international commitments regarding climate change, not least its greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. The Council emphasises the need to secure economic and environmental benefits derived from greater energy efficiency and calls for strengthened action to preserve biological diversity.

Difficult debate on Kyoto.

There should in principle have been no real difficulty in securing the adoption of these Conclusions. However, discussions got bogged down on the issue of climate change. Whilst none question the Kyoto Protocol per se nor its objectives, discussions focused on the wording of the message: how should pressure be applied on Russia to ratify the Protocol without giving the impression of putting Moscow's back to the wall or leading the Russians to believe, for example, by announcing a shift in EU policy, that their ratification is ultimately not indispensable. There is, in substance, no questioning of the objectives. Whilst the means may be discussed, this was not the case on March 2, there being no loose cannons (as in the case of recent comments by Energy and Transport Commissioner Loyola de Palacio - see European Report 2847, Section V, for further details). Referring to Miss de Palacio's suggestion that Russia should be given an ultimatum, Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom set the record straight with a little note of irony: "Perhaps we haven't taken the time to fill in Loyola de Palacio correctly on this dossier and on our conversations (with Russia). We cannot impose a deadline on anybody. This is an international Protocol negotiated by 200 countries. We cannot change the rules and set a deadline for just one of them."

The Council reaffirmed the EU's commitment to the Protocol and its "determination" to honour the undertakings it has made and make progress towards meeting the targets by 2005. Ministers also confirmed that they regard the ratification and entry into force of the Protocol as an "absolute priority for the EU". Commissioner Wallstrom and the Council's Irish President Martin Cullen emphasised that in this case, "the European Union is not alone: 123 countries have already ratified the Protocol and begun work on its implementation". Margot Wallstrom also recalled that even if the Protocol were not to be ratified, climate change is a reality and will remain a problem that will have to be addressed one way or another. As to the threat to the EU's competitiveness, Mrs Wallstrom spoke of a "misunderstanding": whilst it is true that in the short term measures to combat climate change have a price, it is just as true that investment in energy efficiency, energy savings and combating pollution are wise and economically viable investments in the medium and long term", the Commissioner insisted.

Her views were supported by Martin Cullen who emphasised that all the Lisbon objectives - including those concerning growth- are important, adding, "we will not sacrifice the Kyoto Protocol on another altar". That said, the Council President suggested there is great awareness of the stakes and "Environment Ministers can and must demonstrate to their colleagues that it is possible to combat climate change whilst maintaining competitiveness".

Polluting emission standards for cars.

On the fringes of this discussion on means of combating climate change, Germany's Environment Minister Juergen Trittin raised the annual report published on February 12 on CO2 emissions (the principal greenhouse gas) from cars and the commitment by the motor industry in this area (see European Report 2844 for further details). He proposed full compliance with the Community timetable along with new technical standards for diesel cars. The voluntary commitment introduced by motor manufacturers aims to cut CO2 emissions by 2010 to 120 grams/km with an interim emission target of 140 gr/km by 2008. This target, set by the Commission, was accepted at the time by the European Automobile Manufacturers' Association (ACEA). However, motor manufacturers now challenge the target of 140g/km by 2008, which they regard as overly ambitious.

The German Minister insists the targets are "achievable" in the context of current technologies. Juergen Trittin - who enjoys support in this area from Austria and the Nordic countries - nevertheless insists that objectives must be confirmed: he argues that industry needs to know on what basis it is working. The German Minister then proposed that the Community adopt a new technical standard based on the "state-of-the-art" EURO V standard which would replace the current EURO IV standard, applicable from 2005. This new standard would set stricter limit values for polluting emissions from diesel passenger cars. The Minister also proposes that buyers of models fitted with engines meeting these stricter standards should benefit from tax breaks. To back up his proposal, Juergen Trittin emphasised that "the majority of European cities will not be capable of achieving the objectives set for 2005: a further stricter standard might help them to cut polluting emissions from diesel vehicles by 2008".

Emissions trading.

Following on from this debate, Ministers reviewed work on the draft Directive designed to amend the Directive establishing a European greenhouse gas emissions allowance trading scheme to integrate the other Kyoto Flexible Mechanisms, Joint Implementation (JI) and the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). One of the principal points under discussion concerns the ceilings proposed by the Commission: if JI/CDM operations were to account for 6% of all emissions credits allocated, the Commission would reserve the right to envisage an 8% ceiling on these operations. At this stage, there is support in certain quarters for a qualitative rather than a quantitative limit: positions still appear to diverge significantly on this point. Margot Wallstrom has indicated a readiness to permit some flexibility. That said, discussions are continuing and it is up to the Presidency to sum up the various positions. The Council has expressed a wish to rapidly reach a conclusion and has pressed experts to speed up their work. In the same spirit, the Council President has confirmed contacts with the European Parliament with a view to reaching an agreement in first reading on this dossier, preferably under the current legislature.

International conferences.

Over lunch, also attended by Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Borge Brende, Norwegian Environment Minister and President of the United Nations Sustainable Development Commission, Ministers took note of a report from the Presidency and considered the results of the 7th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity and the 1st Conference of Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in Kuala Lumpur from February 9 to 27. The Council noted that the EU's objectives outlined in Council conclusions of December 22, 2003 (see European Report 2831, Section V, for further details) have been achieved. Ministers and their guests then discussed future international meetings: the 12th session of the United Nations Sustainable Development Commission (New York, April 19-30) and the 8th World Ministerial Forum on the Environment in Jeju, South Korea, from March 29 to 31.

Other business.

The Council also considered a series of progress reports and memoranda on the following topics:

- Safety at sea: the Council took note of a statement by the French delegation on ratification of the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund, inviting the EU to mobilise henceforth on several subjects deemed important: the introduction within the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) of particularly vulnerable maritime zones permitting improvements to safety of shipping and preservation of the environment thanks to the adoption of accompanying measures, the drafting at the international level of appropriate rules on the recycling of end-of-life ships, technical problems and associated environmental risks regarding double-hull ships, the incrimination of all pollution incidents and the application of penal sanctions to those responsible for such actions in accordance with the polluter-pays principle.

- Protection of the marine environment: the Council took note of a statement by the Belgian delegation on ratification of the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ship Ballast Water and Sediments and on a proposal for a Regulation on incidental catches of small marine mammals in fisheries. The Belgian delegation requested the Commissioners to keep the Council informed on the implementation of these measures.

- GMES programme (Global Monitoring for Environment and Security): the Council took note of the presentation by the Commission of its Communication on this programme and the 2004-2008 action plan.

- LIFE programme: the Council was briefed by the Presidency and the Commission on progress on a proposal for a Regulation to amend the EU's Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE). The Council also voted without a debate to adopt conclusions on the Court of Auditors' report on implementation of LIFE and in particular problems raised during the period 1996-1999 and on subsequent recommendations. The Council notes that LIFE's role should be clarified and management, monitoring, control and evaluation mechanisms improved.

- Action Plan on Environment and Health: The Council was briefed by the Commission on preparation of an action plan in view of the fourth World Health Organisation Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health, to be held

in Budapest on June 23-25.
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UN: Recycled computers avoid high-tech environmental hazards

Source: Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: March 07, 2004

UNITED NATIONS, March 7 (AFP) - UN member nations should promote longer-lasting computers and recycling of old hardware, to avoid high-tech environmental hazards, said a study published Monday.

Manufacturing a 24-kilogram (53-pound) desktop computer with its screen requires 10 times its weight in fossil fuels and chemicals, the study said. By way of comparison, a car or a refrigerator requires just twice its

Weight in natural resources.

The UN study found that manufacturing the computer and screen takes at least 240 kilograms (530 pounds) of fossil fuels, 22 kilograms (48 pounds) of chemicals and 1.5 tonnes of water -- totaling more than the weight of a rhinocerous or a car.

Microprocessors are a top culprit "because of their extremely light weight in relation to the enormous quantities of energy and chemicals needed for their manufacture," one of the study's authors, Ruediger Kuehr, told AFP.

Thirteen countries, most of them European, have already passed legislation anticipating computer recycling, said Eric Williams, co-author of the study,which recognized the efforts of Japan and Taiwan.

The federal government of the United States, the biggest producer and consumer of personal computers, has so far taken no steps to limit the environmental impact of the machines.

"The environmental consciousness is definitely lower in the United States," Williams said. He noted the tendency of President George W. Bush's administration not to favor regulation.

US sales of office computers increase annually by 10 percent while, worldwide, 130 million computers are sold each year.

"Most of the computers are made in the United States," Kuehr said.

"It is a matter of economics."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

TimesUnion.Com

Unused farm pesticides threaten environment 
 
By PATRICIA SCALERA 
First published: Sunday, March 7, 2004 
Most of us see environmental threats as coming from those who refuse to take responsibility for their duty as good citizens. 

We envision a corporate polluter perhaps -- more concerned about a healthy balance sheet than the health of the planet we share. But that's not the only danger we face. 

Today, a little recognized threat is hidden in thousands of barns across this state. Ironically, this threat was created for exactly the opposite reason, because the farmers who own those barns are good citizens, and do not want to pollute the environment. 

This threat comes from unlabeled agrichemicals and pesticides -- compounds once approved for agricultural use but that are now prohibited by the state Department of Environmental Conservation. Because there has never been an organized, ongoing, statewide program to collect and safely dispose of these unused pesticides, it is estimated that hundreds of thousands of pounds of these toxic compounds remain stored in barns and storage sheds across this state. Much of it has been there for years. 

While no one expects farmers to suddenly abandon their environmental stewardship and release these compounds, it is the unintended release that represents the greatest hazard. Just one fire in an old barn could spell a disaster for a local community, and there is nothing to prevent that type of disaster from being repeated in dozens of places among the 37,000 farms that occupy the 25 percent of this state's land devoted to agriculture. 

Much of this inventory is stored in decaying containers, a situation that will worsen over time. In many cases, the label has faded or peeled off the container, so it is no longer even clear what chemical it contains. 

A survey of local collection efforts by the New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health, established by the state Legislature in 1988 and based outside Cooperstown, gives an idea of the scope of this problem. This study, which compiled and analyzed results from five separate county-based pesticide collections, revealed some disturbing data. 

Combined, these voluntary one-day collections yielded 54,214 pounds of pesticides from 123 farms, an average of 441 pounds per farm. While the volume of the chemicals collected is alarming, their toxicity is even more so. 

Organochlorine was the leading group of agents turned in by farmers. These persistent, bio-accumulative pesticides include DDT, dieldrin, heptachlor and chlordane. All have become illegal because they are toxic to humans, animals and aquatic life. Some have been banned for decades. 

Arsenic compounds were the next most common group. Lead arsenate is a fungicide once used on apple orchards, and the run-off has resulted in elevated levels of arsenic in groundwater supplies. Organophosphate insecticides and other highly toxic agents were also collected. 

As disturbing as these results are, it is even more alarming that there is no organized, ongoing statewide system of collection. To its credit, the state DEC has sponsored successful collection efforts in various locations around the state, but an ongoing collection system is needed. In addition, the current program requires that each farmer transport these chemicals to a single collection point, posing an additional hazard. A better system is needed. 

To address this problem, the chairs of the Senate and Assembly Environmental Conservation committees have introduced legislation to create a new system. It would establish a statewide, mobile collection program where a contractor travels to each farm to collect the hazardous materials. This approach is safer. It allows for a convenient pickup schedule for the farmer, which will increase participation; immediately relieves farmers of liability for unintentional releases; and, possibly most important of all, is voluntary. 

If adopted, this legislation would create a farm pesticide collection program that could cover the entire state in less than three years. Ideally, it would immediately target the 30 largest agricultural counties. Estimates indicate that an organized collection program would generate 78 tons a year of unused toxic chemicals. 

The legislation has even identified a logical source of dedicated funding. Currently New York registers 12,271 chemical products, each of which is charged a registration fee every two years. A modest increase of $50 a year would put New York's fees on a par with what other states are charging, generate sufficient fees to fund the collection program and come directly from the companies that generate profits from these chemicals. 

Delay does not improve this situation. The Legislature should approve this program before this session ends. 

The next time you drive past an old barn, literally on its last legs, you should wonder what hazards are inside, and what could happen if they're not collected before it's too late. 
BBC

GM crops set to get go ahead 
The UK government is due to announce its policy on planting genetically modified crops on Tuesday after five years of tests and consultation. 
It is widely expected to give agreement in principle to the commercial growing of one variety of GM maize. 

The announcement will trigger vehement protest from anti-GM campaigners, and relief from the biotechnology industry. 

But legal challenges and unanswered scientific questions mean crops are unlikely to be planted before 2005. 

Agreement by all 
The logical next step, assuming ministers give GM maize the green light on the basis of the recent farm-sized tests, is that the variety concerned, Chardon LL, will be placed on the UK Seed List (the national list of varieties). 

Chardon LL is a type of fodder maize and it appeared to outperform conventional maize in the evaluations by allowing more wildlife to survive, although the result is contested. 

The earliest possible date the maize could be planted is in early 2005 
Pete Riley, Friends of the Earth 

But before any variety can be placed on the list, the devolved authorities in Scotland and Wales must agree with the UK government in Westminster that this should happen. 

Neither is yet certain to give their agreement: the Welsh Assembly voted unanimously in 2000 to keep Wales GM-free. 

The government will also need to seek the approval of the Pesticides Safety Directorate for the chemical - glufosinate ammonium, marketed as Liberty - to be sprayed on the GM maize. 

Reluctant guarantors 
It may well say commercial crops must be grown in the same way as the trial GM maize used in the evaluations. 

Two key contentious areas are co-existence (whether GM crops can be planted close to conventional or organic ones without contaminating them) and liability - who pays if something goes wrong. 

Ministers want the industry to accept responsibility, but the biotechnology companies are strongly opposed to the idea. 

The probable result will be a government consultation stretching out over the spring and summer. 

One possibility would see the announcement by the government of voluntary GM-free zones, though the technology's opponents say they would be unacceptable because they would be unenforceable. 

If Scotland and Wales do agree to support a decision to let the maize be grown, that will not necessarily be the end of the government's problems. 

It will have to advertise its intention to place Chardon LL on the seed list, and at this point it will be open to objectors to appeal against the decision. That could mean a hearing before a tribunal which could last for several months. 

Pete Riley of Friends of the Earth told BBC News Online: "We would certainly appeal. This is a spring-sown crop, and the earliest possible date the maize could be planted is in early 2005." 

None of this addresses the serious concerns many people feel about the farm-sized tests themselves. 

Three days ago the House of Commons Environmental Audit Committee said approving GM commercialisation on the basis of the evaluations would be "irresponsible". 

Images courtesy of Monsanto. 

ENS

One Billion Computers Devouring Earth's Resources 
TOKYO, Japan, March 8, 2004 (ENS) - Personal computers are eating their way into the planet's resource base, and their useful lives must be extended to lighten the burden they put on Earth's air, land and water, according to a new report from the United Nations University (UNU) on the environmental consequences of the information technology revolution. 

Computer sales are growing about 10 percent per year and more than 130 million computers are being sold each year around the world, the authors found. By the end of 2002, one billion personal computers had been sold worldwide. 

"Today it is hard to imagine life without one of these indispensable 21st century tools," said Eric Williams, the UNU scientist who leads the Information Society and Environment Issues project and Ruediger Kuehr, who co-edited the book. "But it is exactly because they have become so ubiquitous that we must be aware of the negative impacts of the PC boom." 

[image: image11.jpg]


Computer lab in an elementary school in Leonardtown, Maryland (Photo courtesy St. Mary's County Public Schools)
While computers become smaller and more powerful, their environmental impacts are increasing, say Williams and Kuehr. 

They government incentives worldwide are needed to extend the life of personal computers and slow the growth of high-tech trash. 

The average 53 pound (24 kg) desktop computer with monitor requires at least 10 times its weight in fossil fuels and chemicals to manufacture, the authors say, and that makes it much more materials intensive than an automobile or refrigerator, which only require one to two times their weight in fossil fuels to make. 

The researchers found that manufacturing one desktop computer and 17 inch CRT monitor uses at least 530 pounds (240 kg) of fossil fuels, 50 pounds (22 kg) of chemicals and 3,330 pounds (1,500 kg) of water – a total of 1.8 metric tons of materials - roughly the weight of a sports utility vehicle. 

The materials and energy intensive production process, greater adoption of PCs worldwide, plus the rapid rate at which they are discarded for newer machines, add up to "growing mountains of garbage and increasingly serious contributions to resource depletion, environmental pollution and climate change," they warned. 

"This study clearly shows that our current understanding of the health and environmental impacts of computers is inadequate," said UN Under Secretary-General and UNU Rector Hans van Ginkel. "We can no longer ignore the potential for serious long term problems." 

Environmental impacts associated with computer production processes include energy use in their production and operation. The high-tech nature of computer manufacturing makes it extremely energy intensive, the authors say, and therefore likely to have a "significant" effect on climate change and depletion of fossil fuel resources. 

Although computers use relatively less energy when they are in operation, the combination of a high-energy manufacturing process and a short lifespan raise its lifetime environment related energy impacts to about the same level as a refrigerator, which is one of the more energy intensive appliances in the home, say Kuehr and Williams. 

[image: image12.jpg]


Hundreds or even thousands of chemicals, many of them toxic, are used to produce a computer and a set of specific health concerns has arisen regarding chemical exposure in the production process. There are possible long term health effects on workers, families and neighboring communities due to chemical exposure and emissions from production stages such as microchip fabrication, the authors warn. 

Possible health impacts due to exposure to hazardous materials contained in computer products, in particular brominated flame retardants and lead is a "pressing" concern, the authors say. The main risk of exposure is probably from computers that have been dumped in landfills or from environmentally unsafe recycling processes in the developing world. 

Former workers in semiconductor fabrication facilities have filed lawsuits alleging that exposure to chemicals in their work is linked to birth defects and cancer. "These suits are still pending and fears may well be exaggerated, but there is scant scientific evidence to prove nor disprove links to birth defects and cancers," write Kuehr and Williams. "There is a need for epidemiological studies, yet little action taken to see that these are done." 

A group of chemicals called brominated flame retardants used in circuit boards and plastic computer cases is of particular concern. Recent studies in the United States, Canada and Sweden show that concentrations of these compounds in humans have been increasing rapidly. In sufficient dosages, they can cause neuro-developmental disorders and possibly cancer. 

Monitors, and to a lesser extent computers, contain quantities of heavy metals such as lead, mercury, cadmium and chromium, which pose potential health risks to production workers and environmental risks to water supplies near landfills where they are eventually dumped. 

Among those involved in the UNU study, there is broad agreement that measures to extend the useful life of existing equipment are the most important pieces of a proposed framework for the environmental management of computers in the future. 

"Every computer user has a role to play. Users should think carefully about whether they really need to buy a new computer; if upgrading the existing machine could serve the same purpose," Williams said. "Promptly selling old machines to the used-product market is also important." 

Because so much of the energy used over the life cycle of a computer is in manufacturing high-tech components, which are usually destroyed in recycling processes to recover raw materials, the energy savings potential of reselling or upgrading is some five to 20 times greater than recycling, says Williams. 

Much electricity is wasted as computers also tend to be left on when not in use, even overnight. Many users falsely believe that turning off machines can harm the components. In practice, turning computers on and off shortens their lifespan only after around 20 years of use, not relevant for most equipment. 

Spurred by the EnergyStar certification program administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, most computers are now are equipped with standby modes which automatically put the computer into low power mode when not being used. But, the authors say, the Energy Star label becomes meaningless for a great many computers, as they never actually go into standby mode in real life. One major reason is that computers connected to a network will often be "kept awake" by traffic from servers and other machines. 

The UNU report identifies the options available to national, regional and local governments that wish to lessen the environmental and health impacts of computers. 

· the environmental regulation of manufacturing processes - setting standards for emissions from semiconductor factories 

· regulating the environmental characteristics of computer products - banning the use of lead and other heavy metals 

· mandatory product take-back 

· recycling systems and voluntary programs like eco-labeling 

· funding research and analysis, as well as education and public awareness campaigns, on the environmental impacts of computers

The study analyzes the European Union's new Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE), legislation which will mandate recycling of computers throughout the EU starting 2005. 

Contributors Klaus Hieronymi and Axel Schneider say the actual environmental benefit and economic performance of the take-back system will depend crucially on how it is implemented. 

One model is a monolithic consortium dedicated simply to meeting official recycling targets at a fixed fee. This will likely lead to low-tech, unresponsive system that extracts little environmental or economic value from end-of-life machines. Another model is a pluralistic organization devoted to continuous improvement in maximizing profit and environmental benefit. 

"Decisions taken from now on how WEEE is implemented in practice will have a big effect on what kind of system we end up with," says Hieronymi. 

The study notes that none of the existing legislation in Europe or elsewhere really tries to extend the lifetimes of computers and components, despite the huge environmental and economic potential. 

Computer lab at a Saskatoon, Saskatchewan school (Photo courtesy Saskatoon Catholic Schools, International Student Program)
According to Kuehr, of the UNU Zero Emissions Forum, some government policies such as taxation rules even have the opposite effect of shortening lifespan. 

"The tax system should assess refurbished PCs at least equal to new ones," Kuehr says. An incentive system for those trying to prolong the lifespan of their IT products would mean depreciation according to the age of the machines. 

"Such a system would easily create additional impetus for manufacturers to reconsider design approaches and make products more easily upgradeable," he says. 

Electronics firms are trying to reduce the environmental burdens of their products. In the book, environmental managers at Fujitsu Siemens and IBM detail the environmental policy, management systems, eco-labeling, and take-back, resale, and recycling measures implemented at their corporations. 

While many of these activities have been successful in reducing impacts, greater interest from customers and regulators in environmental protection would help them further improve. For example, the first "Eco-PC," was produced by Siemens Nixdorf in 1993, but "sales were lower than expected" said Harald Podratsky - "even environmental organizations chose cheaper conventional models." 

Decisions by computer users have a huge effect on their environmental impacts. Jerry Velasquez says "consumer choices are important across the board: while purchasing, during use and at end-of life." 

When purchasing, going with a used computer puts off for a while the production of a new machine. 

When using a computer, turning it off at night and making sure that standby modes are working go a long way to reducing electricity consumption. 

At the end-of-life, selling or donating the computer can often supply the right computing power to another user who doesn't need such a powerful machine. Many manufacturers now offer free computer recycling programs, but require the consumer to take the trouble to find out where and how to send the computer. 

"Consumers are often not aware of the things they can do can to reduce the environmental impacts of their computers," said Williams. "They often don't realize that there are impacts to be concerned about. There's a real need for awareness building, instigating this process is one of the big reasons we did this book.

ROAP Media Update – 09 March 2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

.
PLUNDERED WATERS
INQ7 Interactive, Inc. - Manila,Philippines, March 9, 2004 (by Juan L.  Mercado)  - Many have watched, fascinated, blue  starfish or hermit crabs scurrying over coral in display tanks of hotel lobbies  or public aquariums. 

These swim in a $200-$300 million yearly  global trade in marine ornamental species where the Philippines, as lead  supplier, is backsliding from failure to protect vital  reefs.

The United Nations Environment Programme  presents this finding in a new study titled : From Ocean To  Aquarium.

A fifth of the world’s wholesalers and  four governments participated in the study. Global Marine Aquarium Database  analyzed the data. These reveal:

About two million individuals keep  aquariums. Over 600,000 are in the US. The rest are in the Europe and Japan.  They stock their tanks with wild species, caught in the Philippines, other  Southeast Asian countries and Pacific Islands. 

Fish, coral and invertebrates ( organisms  without spinal columns like shrimps ) form the trade’s "currency".  .

http://www.inq7.net/opi/2004/mar/09/opi_jmercado-1.htm 

General Environment News

Tackling a cancer called pollution 
Bangkok Post, March 8, 2004 - If a presentation to the American Association for the Advancement of Science is to be believed, the countries of Asia are exporting an unwelcome new commodity to the United States. Jet stream-driven pollution from Asia can cross the ocean in a matter of days, and is having a dramatic effect on the quality of air on the US West Coast.
Although each country regulates its own air quality, pollution knows no boundaries and these experts are now calling for an urgent global solution to pollution. The starkest effects of this transpollution, they said, are an increase in the levels of ozone and fine particulate matter, well over limits set by the US Environmental Protection Agency.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/060304_News/06Mar2004_news29.php 


ISLAMABAD: Vehicles main cause of air pollution - Report 
Dawn (Pakistan, by Our Reporter) - ISLAMABAD, March 5: Hazardous vehicular emission level in Pakistan is higher than that in the developed countries, causing serious damage to environment, participants of a national consultative meeting were told on Friday. 
The consultative meeting on reduction of vehicular emissions was organized by Enercon at the National Energy Conservation Centre here. "A vehicle in Pakistan on an average emits 25 times more carbon monoxide, 20 times more particulate matter, and five times more nitrogen oxide than a vehicle in a developed country like Japan and the United States," Enercon managing director M. Zubair said. 

http://www.dawn.com/2004/03/06/local20.htm 

Chemical spill leaves 1m with no water 
The Straits Times (Singapore), March 9, 2004 - BEIJING - Nearly one million people in south-western Sichuan province were without water for drinking and bathing yesterday after chemicals spilled from a factory into an important Yangtze river tributary, state media said. 
The authorities shut down water supplies yesterday after a mixture of synthetic ammonia and nitrogen from the Sichuan General Chemical Factory leaked into the Tuo river in the densely populated province, the Shanghai Morning Post reported. 

http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/topstories/story/0,4386,238557,00.html? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
With Iraqis signing interim constitution, Annan stresses need for national dialogue

*
AIDS infection of women forms ‘terrifying pattern,’ Annan says

*
UN officials assess global HIV status of women on International Women’s Day

*
Palestinian women adversely affected by restrictions – UN agencies

*
Annan strongly deplores latest round of Middle East violence

*
UN multi-disciplinary assessment team scheduled to arrive in Haiti on Tuesday

*
UN nuclear watchdog ‘seriously concerned’ over gaps in Iran’s declaration

*
Ethiopia-Eritrea stalemate is potentially dangerous – Annan

*
Annan invites NATO support for anticipated African peacekeeping missions

*
UN envoy calls for world support of expected wave of returning African refugees

*
UN war crimes tribunal indicts two former Croatian generals

*
Afghanistan: UN envoy condemns burning of girls’ schools
*
Kosovo police disable homemade bomb outside UN headquarters compound
*
Computer manufacturing soaks up fossil fuels, UN University study says

* * * *

Iraq

8 March – Reacting to news of the signing of an interim constitution by Iraqis today in Baghdad, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan stressed the need for all-encompassing, nationwide discussions that would help boost stability in the country.

A UN spokesman said the Secretary-General took note of today’s signing of the law of administration for the transitional period in Iraq, and that Mr. Annan would study the document carefully.

“In this regard, he’ll also review the possible role which may be envisaged by the Iraqis for the UN,” Fred Eckhard said, adding that the Secretary-General “emphasizes the importance of an inclusive national dialogue and genuine consensus-building among all Iraqis, which will help to promote stability in Iraq as the country moves closer to regaining its sovereignty.”

Meanwhile, in a statement to mark International Women’s Day, the interim Special Representative for the Secretary General (SRSG) for Iraq, Ross Mountain, said, “Iraq has a proud history of respect for the role of women in all aspects of national life. The efforts of the Governing Council to insure that women are an integral part of the political process reflect a commitment to uphold that legacy.”

Iraq’s women were responding at many levels to the task of reconstruction that faced the whole country, he said. 

“Supporting these women and encouraging others to follow their example must be a common strategy for the future,” Mr. Mountain said.

* * *

International Women’s Day

8 March – As the United Nations observed International Women’s Day, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on men to assume the responsibilities that would reduce the “terrifying pattern” of HIV/AIDS infection among the world’s women.

Among the positive behavioural changes that would give more confidence to women would be “change that makes men assume their responsibility – in ensuring an education for their daughters; abstaining from sexual behaviour that puts others at risk; forgoing relations with girls and very young women; and understanding that when it comes to violence against women, there are no grounds for tolerance and no tolerable excuses,” he said in a message marking the Day, which is observed each year on 8 March.

Women were experiencing deepening poverty and they would become the majority of the world’s people infected with HIV/AIDS if the current rates of infection continued, Mr. Annan said.

“Why, then, are women more vulnerable to infection – even though they are usually not the ones with the most sexual partners outside marriage, nor are they more likely more likely than men to be injecting drug users? Usually, because society's inequalities puts them at risk – unjust, unconscionable and untenable risk,” he said.

Among the inequitable factors involved in women’s deteriorating situation were poverty, abuse and violence, lack of information, coercion by older men and men having several partners, Mr. Annan said.

“That is why many mainstream prevention strategies are untenable; for example those based on the ‘ABC’ approach – abstain, be faithful, use a condom. Where sexual violence is widespread, abstinence, or insisting on condom use is not a realistic option for women and girls,” he said.

Addressing a special panel discussion at UN Headquarters in New York on “Women and HIV/AIDS,” he said the Global Coalition on Women and AIDS, launched last month by the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), would work out specific steps to improve the daily lives of women and girls and build on the critical role that women already play in the fight against the disease.

He expressed hope that the November 2003 recommendations of the Task Force on Women, Girls and HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa that he had asked UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy to lead would inspire accelerated action by Governments and their partners in the nine most affected countries.

The Task Force said it found strong support in Southern Africa for the proposed “END” principles: “End gender-based violence; No to transactional sex and Drop the teenage girlfriends.”

With regard to women’s rights to empower themselves by owning assets independently, the Task Force said, “There was a call to write up customary laws and for them to be revised in accordance with international conventions in such a way that they do not discriminate against women. Many task force members argued for women to have the right to own property in their own right, irrespective of their marital status.”

* * *

International Women’s Day

8 March – In just one decade women have moved from the margins of the HIV/AIDS pandemic to its very centre, a senior official from the United Nations women’s fund said today as the world body observed International Women’s Day.

“Ten years ago, women worldwide made up 38 per cent of people infected with the disease. Today they make up 50 per cent. In some regions this ratio has tilted further towards women: in the Caribbean it is 52 per cent, in Africa, 58 percent,” Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), said.

Addressing a panel discussion on “Women and AIDS” at UN Headquarters in New York, she said it was particularly alarming that among newly infected 15- to 24-year-olds in developing countries, young women outnumber young men two to one.

Rape, sexual violence and women’s powerlessness in refusing unwanted sex or demanding safe sex have been serious factors in the spread of the disease, she said.

About 45 of the UN’s 191 member nations have approved specific laws against domestic violence, 21 more have been drafting new laws and many others have amended criminal laws to include domestic violence, she said.

Amplifying the violence issue, Angela King, the Special Adviser to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, said the Commission on the Status of Women, through skilled negotiation and compromise, had boldly staged public discussions of topics against which there had been unspoken taboos.

The subjects included domestic violence against women, female genital mutilation, marital rape, honour killings and general male dominance, the very issues which have combined to make women and girls especially vulnerable to the HIV/AIDS pandemic, Ms. King said.

The African continent and the Caribbean countries have been particularly hard-hit by the pandemic, the UN Assistant Secretary-General added.

Along with the causes for concern came hope, however, she said, commending courageous people in Botswana, Brazil, Cambodia, Romania, Senegal, Thailand, Uganda and Zambia, who, with their governments, donor countries, the private sector and civil society, “prove daily that the spread of HIV/AIDS can be contained.”

The Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, said, “Today we renew our pledge to ensure progress in the promotion and protection of the human rights of women. Greater attention to human rights is essential for effective strategies to prevent and address the consequences of this epidemic.”

The Adviser for the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) on Partnerships and Community Mobilization, Noerine Kaleeba, an AIDS widow who is the mother of five girls and foster mother to 14 children, said women needed more than information in the fight against AIDS. They needed education, jobs, property and safety from violence.

Looking at the predicament of generally poverty-stricken young girls infected by promiscuous older men, Ms. Kaleeba said, “Girls do not sleep with older men because they think it is safe. They do so to pay school fees, or to replace a father figure whom they lost in early childhood.

“Sex workers do not agree to have sex without condoms because they do not know the risk. They do so because they get paid five times as much.”

The UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean, Sir George Alleyne, noted that AIDS, unlike the Black Death that decimated Europeans in the 14th century and the influenza pandemic at the beginning of the last century, “is not an equal opportunity killer.”

“It is predominantly a killer of young adults in their most productive years,” he said.

In the Caribbean region, where 75 per cent of recent university graduates were women, most of the people in HIV/AIDS treatment were also female. The skills and knowledge that women acquired in the formal education system might not enable them to take control of other parts of their lives, Sir George said.

According to a film, “Women Are,” co-sponsored by UNAIDS and the World Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) and shown in Geneva, an estimated one-fifth to one-half of girls and young women worldwide reported that they were forced to have their first sexual encounter.

Meanwhile, “to raise the profile of women in science globally,” the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) announced $100,000 L’Oreal-UNESCO awards for each of five outstanding women scientists: Jennifer Thomson of South Africa, Nancy Ip of China, Christine Petit of France, Lucia Mendonça Previato of Brazil and Philippa Marrack of the United States.

Fellowships of $20,000 each for 2004 went to 15 young scientists – three from each of five regions: Africa, Arab States, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and North America, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

* * *

International Women’s Day

8 March – Calling on Israeli authorities and the Palestinian Authority to provide good basic services for women, seven United Nations institutions today said the health of Palestinian women, especially those who are pregnant, have been negatively affected by restrictions on their movements, military incursions and house demolitions.

The UN institutions believed that both parties to the conflict, Israel and the Palestinian Authority, had obligations to and responsibilities for Palestinian women, they said in statement issued in Rafah, Gaza, to mark International Women’s Day.

They urged the Israeli authorities to ensure that the women have safe and unconditional access to health services, education, employment, food and other basic supplies and they appealed to the Palestinian Authority to improve the quality of the services it provides.

Nearly 40 per cent of Palestinian mothers reported that access to health services had become difficult due to the Israeli siege and curfew and a lack of money.

Fifty-two pregnant women had given birth at military checkpoints since 2002 and 19 women and 29 newborn children died at such checkpoints between September 2000 and December 2002, the seven said.

The seven institutions were the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

* * *

Middle East

8 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly deplored the latest round of violence over the weekend in the Middle East.

Reacting to Israeli military raids yesterday in a densely populated area of the Gaza Strip, which left at least 14 Palestinians killed – including several children – and dozens wounded, the Secretary-General, through his spokesman, called on the Government of Israel “to abide by its obligation under international humanitarian law to avoid civilian casualties and to desist from the use of disproportionate force in densely populated areas.”

The spokesman’s statement also strongly deplored “the reckless action” by Palestinian extremists on Saturday at Erez checkpoint, where hundreds of Palestinians and UN and other international staff regularly cross to and from Israel, which resulted in the deaths of two Palestinian security officers.

It was the third attack at Erez since the beginning of the year.

* * *

Haiti

8 March – A United Nations multi-disciplinary team is scheduled to start arriving in Haiti tomorrow to assess what is needed for the stabilization force that the Security Council wants deployed within three months in the volatile Caribbean country, a UN spokesman said today.

Such teams do standard assessment work before the establishment of any UN peacekeeping mission, spokesman Fred Eckhard said at the daily briefing.

A Flash Appeal for humanitarian funds will be launched tomorrow morning and the head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Jan Egeland, would update journalists on the humanitarian situation in Haiti, he said.

The Special Adviser to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Reginald Dumas, would make his first visit to Haiti next week, overlapping with the assessment team, but focusing on broader political questions.

Mr. Dumas held talks with Jamaican Prime Minister Percival J. Patterson, the current chairman of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), in the latter part of last week, Mr. Eckhard said.

The Security Council has approved a resolution calling on the UN, CARICOM and the Organization of American States (OAS) to “promote the rebuilding of democratic institutions” and combat poverty in Haiti.

CARICOM and the OAS were the lead organizations trying to work out a compromise between then-Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his unarmed opposition before Mr. Aristide left Haiti.

* * *

Iran

8 March – While noting with satisfaction marked progress in cooperation by Iran, the head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency today voiced serious concern over gaps in Tehran’s declaration of nuclear activities and called on it to take the “vital” initiative to provide all relevant information fully and promptly in the coming months.

In his first briefing to the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Governing Board since Iran signed additional safeguards aimed at preventing the development of nuclear weapons, Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei also said full cooperation was essential from countries from which nuclear technology and equipment for Tehran originated.

At the same time he welcomed the “active cooperation and openness” shown by Libya, which renounced internationally proscribed weapons in December, and called the withdrawal by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) a dangerous precedent threatening the credibility of the non-proliferation regime. 

The IAEA has been heavily engaged in verifying Iran’s programme since early last year and in November strongly deplored Tehran’s past breaches of the NPT. At the time Mr. ElBaradei said the agency had no proof that Iran's activities were linked to a nuclear weapons programme and Tehran consistently denied any such intention.

Today, he told the Board in Vienna: “I am seriously concerned that Iran’s October declaration did not include any reference to its possession of P-2 centrifuge designs and related R&D (research and development), which in my view was a setback to Iran’s stated policy of transparency. This is particularly the case since the October declaration was characterized as providing ‘the full scope of Iranian nuclear activities,’ including a ‘complete centrifuge R&D chronology.’”

He noted “with satisfaction” that since October Iran had granted IAEA inspectors access to requested sites, documentation and personnel and suspended reprocessing and uranium enrichment related activities as a confidence building measure. But, he added: “It is vital that, in the coming months, Iran ensures full transparency with respect to all of its nuclear activities, by taking the initiative to provide all relevant information in full detail and in a prompt manner.”

Calling for expanded cooperation from countries where nuclear supplies originated, Mr. ElBaradei declared: “Hopefully, with no new revelations, and with satisfactory resolution of these and other remaining questions, we can look forward to a time when the confidence of the international community has been restored.”

In November the Board warned that if further serious Iranian failures came to light, it would consider all options at its disposal. These options include referring the matter to the Security Council, which can impose sanctions. 

On Libya, Mr. ElBaradei said its failure over many years to declare its nuclear material and activities represented a breach of its obligation to comply with provisions of its safeguards agreement, “and its acquisition of a nuclear weapon design is clearly a matter of utmost concern.”

But he added that following Tripoli’s renunciation of weapons of mass destruction, it “has responded promptly to the Agency’s requests for information, and assisted the Agency in gaining a full picture of its nuclear programme,” and agreed to conclude an additional protocol of safeguards. 

On the DPRK, Mr. ElBaradei said the IAEA had been unable to draw conclusions on its nuclear activities since Pyongyang terminated onsite agency verification activities in 2002, but he welcomed the continued six-party talks in Beijing on the nuclear issue, with the participation of China, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Russia, the United States and the DPRK.

He also noted that the IAEA had found increasing evidence of a complex black market network in nuclear materials as part of its verification of Libyan and Iranian activities. “An important part of our investigation is to find out whether the sensitive nuclear technologies in question have been spread to any other countries or end-users,” he said.

* * *

Ethiopia Eritrea

8 March – While recommending a six-month extension of the mandate of the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), Secretary-General Kofi Annan said the lack of progress in marking a permanent border between the two has led to a potentially dangerous political stalemate, his spokesman said today.

“He recommends that the mission’s mandate be extended for six more months, until 15 September 2004,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said at his daily briefing, referring to a new report released to the Security Council.

“The Secretary-General says there have been no major incidents on the ground, but in the absence of political progress, military stability is becoming fragile and should not be taken for granted. He warns that the current stalemate is a source of instability and has the potential to become dangerous.”

Mr. Annan repeated his appeal to the two parties, especially Eritrea, to give Special Envoy Lloyd Axworthy an opportunity to discuss with them ways of overcoming the impasse, the spokesman said.

* * *

NATO

8 March – If the United Nations undertakes new peacekeeping operations in Africa and Haiti this year as expected, stronger support from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) would be “tremendously helpful,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

During a meeting at UN Headquarters in New York with lawmakers from NATO member States, Mr. Annan said he welcomed the recent willingness of the alliance to “go global,” citing its recent work in Afghanistan as an example.

The Secretary-General noted that a UN peacekeeping mission has just been approved for Côte d’Ivoire, and said “a surge” of new operations across Africa is likely in the year ahead.

“NATO might be employed in a ‘peace enforcement’ role, much as the European Union deployed ‘Operation Artemis’ in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) as a bridging force before the deployment of a UN operation,” Mr. Annan said.

He praised NATO’s preparedness to send troops to Iraq if requested, and added that the UN and NATO would continue to discuss the world’s collective security system as well as peacekeeping operations.

After the meeting, Mr. Annan headed to Canada to begin a two-day official tour with his wife, Nane. The Secretary-General will hold talks with Prime Minister Paul Martin and other senior government officials and will address the Canadian Parliament before returning to New York on Wednesday.

* * *

Refugees

8 March – Pointing to the expected repatriation of millions of refugees and internally displaced people across Africa, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today called for global support to break the continent’s cycle of poverty, violence and despair.

Ruud Lubbers told a conference on African repatriation and integration that as many as five million people could soon return to their homelands – the continent’s biggest return movement in a decade – as nine conflicts either come to an end or diminish in intensity.

Mr. Lubbers said that while the governments of the affected countries have prime responsibility to resolve long-running conflicts and promote development, donor governments could provide important support as countries acquire stability.

“Efforts must be made to ensure the effectiveness of programmes aimed at the disarmament, demobilization, reintegration and rehabilitation of former combatants, including youths,” he said.

Opening the two-day conference in Geneva, Mr. Lubbers said he was optimistic that there could be large returns from Angola, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Eritrea, Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia and Sudan as those countries head towards peace after long-running conflicts.

Already more than 800,000 refugees have returned to Angola, Burundi, Eritrea, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, despite what the UNHCR described as the “enormous challenges” in their homelands.

Some 60 government delegations are attending the conference, entitled the Dialogue on Voluntary Repatriation and Sustainable Reintegration in Africa, which is sponsored by the UNHCR.

Tomorrow’s conference sessions will focus on the nine countries Mr. Lubbers identified as already experiencing or likely to experience large waves of returnees.

* * *

Liberia/Sierra Leone

8 March – Investigators from the Special Court for Sierra Leone have searched the properties of former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who has been indicted by the court on war crimes charges.

The search was conducted jointly by investigators from the Court’s prosecutors’ office, officers of the UN Mission in Liberia’s (UNMIL) International Police Service and security officers from Monrovia city court.

The Special Court, set up through an agreement between the UN and Sierra Leone to try those people who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone’s civil war, indicted Mr. Taylor on 7 March 2003.

The former leader – he resigned in August and went into exile in Nigeria under an international deal – is charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity, including murder, rape and terrorism in Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996.

* * *

ICTY

8 March – Two retired Croatian generals have been charged by the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia for their alleged role in the permanent removal of Serbs from the Krajina region in August 1995.

In a statement issued today, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) announced it had indicted Ivan Cermak and Mladen Markac on seven counts each of crimes against humanity and of violating the laws or customs of war.

The indictment alleges the two men participated in the forcible and permanent removal of Serbs from the Krajina region, as well as “the plunder, damage or outright destruction” of the Serbs’ property, during the Croatian military’s push to re-take the Krajina region.

It also alleges that the two men did nothing to stop “serious violations of international humanitarian law” committed during the Croatian offensive, despite having the power and authority to do so.

Mr. Cermak, 54, who also served as a government minister in Croatia from 1991 to 1993, held the rank of Colonel General and served as Commander of the Knin Garrison in the Croatian military.

Mr. Markac, 48, commanded special police units in Croatia and also held the rank of Colonel General.

* * *

Afghanistan

7 March – As Afghanistan prepares to commemorate International Women’s Day, the senior United Nations envoy to the country today deplored recent violence against girls’ schools – institutions that were banned under the fallen Taliban regime.

“The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan, Jean Arnault, condemns the despicable attacks on girls’ schools that took place on 2 March in Farah and 19 February in Badakhshan,” spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in Kabul. “Fortunately there were no casualties, but the attacks by unidentified persons caused damage to school buildings, tents and educational materials.”

The spokesman said the “cowardly” violence was aimed at thwarting reconstruction and development in Afghanistan against the wishes of the country’s people. “The overwhelming majority of Afghans want their children – both boys and girls – to be educated,” he said.

“The mere fact that these communities have rallied around to save their schools and condemn these and similar offences in the past should send a strong message to the perpetrators that their misguided actions are obviously not deterring the desire for education amongst ordinary people,” the spokesman added.

During the burning, one school tent in Bala Bluk district in Farah Province was completely destroyed while the local community managed to extinguish fires in three others. The Farah incident followed an arson attack on 19 February against another girls’ school in Badakhshan when the main building of Shah Ba Ba Girl’s High School was set on fire. Forty per cent of that school was damaged, while classroom materials were destroyed.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva hailed efforts by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to provide replacements for the property lost in the attacks, and pointed out that gender-based violence against schools is not widespread, with fewer than 30 incidents reported out of 7,000 education centres.

Edward Carwardine, a spokesman for UNICEF, reported that more than 45,000 children – over 80 per cent of them girls – have benefited from special accelerated learning classes organized during the winter school vacation.

The drive, backed by UNICEF, took place in five Afghan provinces over the last three months, providing students who missed out on learning with rapid “catch-up” classes to help them join the correct grade when the new academic term begins on 22 March.

“The programme is especially important for girls, many of whom missed up to seven years of schooling during the Taliban era, and in many cases have had to enrol in classes lower than other children of the same age,” Mr. Carwardine said.

* * *

Kosovo

6 March – Kosovo Police Service officers today discovered and helped to disable an improvised explosive device outside the headquarters compound of the UN mission in the province.

The makeshift bomb was found adjacent to apartment buildings occupied by Kosovo residents in the early hours of 6 March, according to the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). With the assistance of troops from the multinational force (KFOR), the device was disarmed without causing damage or injuries.

Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for the province, condemned the attempted attack and voiced opposition to extremists who continue to threaten the people of Kosovo with these actions.

He also assured the public that together with the ongoing police investigation, additional security measures were being implemented to prevent future attacks of this nature.

* * *

Computer

8 March – The manufacture of an average desktop computer and monitor uses more than 10 times its weight in fossil fuels and chemicals, according to a United Nations University (UNU) study which has called for worldwide action to halt “the growth of high-tech trash.”

The study, released yesterday, shows that the construction of an average 24-kilogram computer and 27-centimetre monitor requires at least 240 kilograms of fossil fuel, 22 kilograms of chemicals and 1,500 kilograms of water – or 1.8 tons in total, the equivalent of a rhinoceros or sports utility vehicle.

The report – which examined the environmental impact of the information technology revolution – said computer manufacturing is much more materials-intensive than making a car or refrigerator, which need only one or two times their weight in fossil fuels.

More than 130 million computers are being sold each year now, and “today it is hard to imagine life without one of these indispensable 21st century tools,” one of the co-editors of the UNU study, Eric Williams, said. “But it is exactly because they have become so ubiquitous that we must be aware of the negative impacts of the PC boom.”

Mr. Williams and his co-editor, Ruediger Kuehr, have called for government incentives to extend the life of personal computers and the desire or need to rapidly discard them for newer models.

They also identified several other potential environmental consequences of the PC boom, such as exposure to hazardous materials during the computer manufacturing process or when used computers have been dumped in landfills.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning events in the Middle East:

“The Secretary-General strongly deplores the Israeli military raids that took place yesterday in a densely populated area of the Gaza Strip in which at least 14 Palestinians were killed and dozens wounded.  The dead include several children.

“He calls on the Government of Israel to abide by its obligation under international humanitarian law to avoid civilian casualties and to desist from the use of disproportionate force in densely populated areas.
“He also strongly deplores the reckless action by Palestinian extremists on Saturday at Erez checkpoint, where hundreds of Palestinians and UN and other international staff regularly cross to and from Israel, which resulted in the deaths of two Palestinian security officers.  This is the third attack at Erez since the beginning of the year”.
**Haiti Update
An update on Haiti:  A multidisciplinary assessment team will begin arriving there tomorrow.  It will carry out a comprehensive assessment of the situation there as the UN begins planning for a follow-on stabilization force that the Security Council called to be deployed in not more than three months from last Sunday.
Separately, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Haiti, John Reginald Dumas, returned to Trinidad and Tobago on Saturday after consultations in Kingston with Prime Minister P.J. Patterson of Jamaica, who also serves as Chairman of the Caribbean Community.
Dumas is hoping to make his first visit to Haiti as Special Adviser sometime next week –- and he would then return to UN Headquarters for further consultations.
And a reminder that a flash appeal for Haiti will be presented to donors tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Coordinator, will be the guest at tomorrow’s briefing and he’ll be discussing the humanitarian situation in Haiti.
**Women’s Day
The Secretary-General today marked International Women’s Day by drawing attention to the devastating toll that HIV/AIDS is taking on women, who are increasingly bearing the brunt of the epidemic.
In sub-Saharan Africa, he said, more than half of all adults living with AIDS are women, and women also comprise at least half of those newly infected with HIV in the world as a whole.  If such rates continue, women will soon become the majority of people infected with HIV throughout the world.
We have copies of his speech upstairs, as well as press releases marking International Women’s Day.
And we have as guest at today’s noon briefing Noeleen Heyzer, the Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women or UNIFEM, to talk to you about International Women’s Day.

And Noeleen Heyzer will also be featured in the World Chronicle programme no. 927 that will be aired this afternoon at 3:30 p.m. on in-house channels 3 or 31.

**NATO Parliamentarians
The Secretary-General is meeting right now with a group of NATO parliamentarians, and he is expected to discuss with them NATO’s current cooperation with the United Nations in the Balkans and Afghanistan, as well as its increasing willingness to “go global”.
He is expected to say that, if the United Nations is to undertake new peace operations in African countries and Haiti over the coming year, stronger support from NATO would be tremendously helpful.  We have embargoed copies of his comments upstairs.
Once he has finished speaking with the parliamentarians, the Secretary-General will leave for Canada, where he will pay an official visit and meet with Prime Minister Paul Martin and other senior officials over the next two days before returning to New York on Wednesday.
**IAEA
The head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today told the Agency’s Board of Governors that he is seriously concerned that Iran’s October declaration of its nuclear technology did not include any reference to its possession of P-2 centrifuge designs and related research and development.

Mohamed ElBaradei called that omission “a setback to Iran’s stated policy of transparency”, although he noted that Iran’s increasing cooperation with the IAEA and expressed the hope that other questions about Iran’s nuclear programmes can be resolved with Tehran’s full cooperation.
He added that, following the disclosure of its undeclared nuclear activities, Libya has granted the Agency unrestricted access to all requested locations, responded promptly to the Agency’s requests for information, and assisted it in gaining a full picture of its nuclear programme.  Libya also agreed to conclude an additional protocol, and to act in the meantime as if the protocol is in force.  ElBaradei said he would sign this additional protocol with Libya this week.
**Ethiopia and Eritrea
Out today is the Secretary-General’s progress report on Ethiopia and Eritrea.
In it he says there have been no major incidents on the ground, but in the absence of political progress, military stability is becoming fragile and should not be taken for granted.  He warns that the current stalemate is a source of instability and has the potential to become dangerous.
It is clear that the main reason for the stalemate is the lack of progress in the demarcation of the border, he says.
The Secretary-General reiterates his strong appeal to the two parties, in particular to Eritrea, to give Lloyd Axworthy, his Special Envoy for Ethiopia and Eritrea, the opportunity to meet and discuss with their leadership how best his good offices could help them to overcome the impasse in the implementation of the Algiers Agreement.
He recommends that the Mission’s mandate be extended for six more months, until 15 September.
**Africa - Peacekeepers
Turning to peacekeeping needs; 30 participants took part in a course on “Enhancing African Police Peacekeeping Capabilities” in Accra, the capital of Ghana, last week at the Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre.
Almost all of the participants came from policy-making positions in 14 African countries -– and three quarters of them were bilingual or francophone.  They all expressed enthusiasm for supporting French-language peacekeeping requirements –- and just today, one of the participants requested a UN assistance team to help select officers for UN missions.
The course falls within the Secretary-General’s aim of enhancing African police leadership and increasing their involvement in missions.
**Charles Taylor
Investigators from the Office of the Prosecutor at the Special Court for Sierra Leone, together with police officers of the International Police Service of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and Monrovia city court security officers, searched properties of former Liberian President Charles Taylor.
We have a press release that was issued late Friday that you can see in my office.
**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council planned for today.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, the head of the UN Mission there yesterday condemned the two recent attacks that have taken place on girls’ schools, which damaged school grounds and educational materials.  Special Representative Jean Arnault called these deplorable acts cowardly and aimed at thwarting reconstruction and human development in Afghanistan.
We have more details in yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul, which also mention that more than 1.3 million Afghans have so far registered to vote – including some 356,000 women and 956,000 men.
**Kosovo
Early on Saturday morning, the Kosovo Police Service discovered an explosive device outside the Pristina headquarters of the UN Mission in Kosovo, which was later disarmed with the assistance of NATO’s Kosovo Force.  No damage was caused and there were no injuries.
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, condemned the action, which placed members of the public at risk, and he regrets that extremists continue to threaten the people of Kosovo with these actions.  We have a press release with his remarks available upstairs.
**ICTY
Today in The Hague, an indictment was unsealed against two Croatian officials, Ivan Cermak and Mladen Markac, charging them with war crimes and crimes against humanity, the permanent removal of Serbs from the Krajina region and the plunder and destruction of Serb property.

We have more details in a press release on that.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
A press conference tomorrow:  At 11 in this room, Shashi Tharoor, the Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, will brief you on the film “The Interpreter”, that is being shot here at UN Headquarters, and he will be joined by the film’s director, Sidney Pollack.
**Noon Guest Tomorrow
I have already mentioned that Jan Egeland will join us tomorrow at the noon briefing concerning the flash appeal for Haiti.
**UNCA
And the United Nations Correspondents Association asked me to read the following announcement:

“Ricardo Ortega, a New York-based correspondent for the Spanish TV station Antena 3, and a member of the UN Correspondents Association, died on Sunday in Port-au-Prince, after being shot when gunfire broke out near the presidential palace, where he was covering a protest.

“Ortega came to New York in 2000, after more than 10 years of working in Russia and the former Soviet Union, where he covered extensively the Chechen conflict, work which brought him international acclaim.

“At 37, Ricardo was a veteran in covering armed conflict, most recently, Afghanistan and Iraq.

“The United Nations Correspondents Association extends its condolences and sympathy to his family and friends”.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Warren?

Questions and Answers

Question:  On Haiti, Fred, the multidisciplinary assessment team that is going in and John Reginald Dumas’s trip later in the week; are they aimed solely at advising the Secretary-General on creating this peacekeeping force which he is bound to do within 90 days or are they also involved in the effort to stabilize Haiti and to plan for a new government?

Spokesman:  The assessment team is a standard peacekeeping exercise prior to the setting up of a mission.  So their role is exclusively to prepare for the follow-on force.  Monsieur Dumas’s role as Special Envoy looks at the broader political picture.  He expects his presence in Haiti to overlap with that of this team but his focus will be broader.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Three relatively quick questions:  One, is there any information that the UN has as to who might have planted the bomb in Kosovo and why?  B, CARICOM calls for a UN investigation as to what happened in Haiti; does the Secretary-General have any views on that now?  And C, an adviser to the Iraqi Governing Council is in town with his, you know, calls for transparency and opening the books on the “oil-for-food” programme.  Is there anybody going to be meeting him from the UN Secretariat?

Spokesman:  I’d have to refer you to the Kosovo Mission and to my former Deputy, Hua Jiang, who is the Spokeswoman there, because I have no further details, unless we can get something from the desk officer in DPKO, which we’ll try for you after the briefing.  The CARICOM call for a UN investigation was in their statement; it has not been communicated to us formally and once that happens, we will react.  And I am not aware of the Governing Council member who is in town...(Interrupted)

Question:  He’s not a member.  An adviser.

Spokesman:  An adviser, or any request by that person to meet with our people.  So, if the request comes, I’ll let you know once we’ve responded.  Bill?

Question:  Concerning an item in the morning headlines from the...

Spokesman:  That’s not an official thing.  That doesn’t exist.

Question:  Okay, then in that case I will ask this question:  Has the Secretary-General submitted a new plan for Israel, Syria and Lebanon that stresses the total cessation of mutual acts of violence, restraint of hostile actions committed from inside sovereign territory, the establishment of a monitoring committee and the resumption of direct negotiations on the basis of UN decisions?
Spokesman:  No.

Question:  Are you saying that the Ma'ariv article is wrong?  This is from a Ma'ariv article.
Spokesman:  Yes.  The Secretary-General has submitted no plan.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Fred, since I’ve been away for a few days I may have missed this, but is Kieran still in Cyprus?  And what’s the SG’s reaction to the remarks of Mr. Denktash saying that the Greek side is likely to reject all those changes?

Spokesman:  No, Mr. Prendergast came back the end of last week.  He reported to the Secretary-General midday Friday on what he had observed in the course of last week’s talks.  And we won’t be commenting on anything that either side says publicly.  The negotiations continue and we have every hope that they will conclude successfully.

Question:  Is there a plan to go back either by Mr. Prendergast or...?

Spokesman:  I am not aware that Mr. Prendergast has any plans to return; we’ll have to stay in touch to see.  But I haven’t been told anything so far.

[He later corrected this, to say it was likely Mr. Prendergast would return to the talks next week.]

Question:  Can you give us any sense of how things are going if you can comment on...?

Spokesman:  No, no.  But my advice would be not to be guided by public statements by the parties.  Bill?

Question:  Has the Secretary-General received any communication from the Iraq Governing Council concerning their desire to have the electoral team go over to Iraq or the return of Mr. Brahimi?

Spokesman:  No.  On the electoral team, our assumption was that they were waiting to conclude this law on the interim constitution, which was just signed this morning.  So, we would expect some kind of formal request from them for electoral assistance.  Mr. Brahimi has been in touch with various Iraqi actors from his vacation spot.  And we’d have to get from him his sense of whether they want him to return.  I wouldn’t expect that invitation necessarily to come in the form of a letter, but from his political judgement as to whether they wanted his help.  So, I guess it’s no on both counts, but we would expect a written request for the electoral team; some kind of oral communication to Mr. Brahimi on his role.  Yes?

Question:  You had said that over the weekend the Secretary-General would take time to read the Walzer report.  Has there been any initial action, reaction or any progress that you might be able to share with us?

Spokesman:  No.  They’re still studying it.  He’s looked at it; but as I mentioned to you on Friday, I think, he has several senior advisers who are poring over it in detail to make recommendations to him.

Okay. Well, I’ll ask Noeleen Heyzer to come forward and take my chair.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Rehabilitation" ��East African Standard - Dam Rehabilitation Set to Cost Sh44m�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Scourge" ��Tech Central Station - The Unnecessary Scourge�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Strawberry" ��LOMOPOC (California) RECORD - Strawberry farmers to feel effect of methyl bromide ban�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Oil" ��News of Norway - Producer of oil. Preserver of nature?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Waters" ��Philippine Daily Inquirer  - PLUNDERED WATERS�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��European Report - Environment Council: EU Ministers confirm EU comitment to Kyoto Protocol
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