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Insurance Day

October 9, 2003

New UN study examines effects of climate change

      BODY:

      THE reinsurance industry has taken a major step towards measuring the growing impact it faces from climate

      change. A new initiative has been launched to quantify the effects of global warming and evaluate the

      health costs and economic damages resulting from the associated extreme weather events. The project will

      be run over a two- year period by three partner groups the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),

      global reinsurer Swiss Re and Harvard Medical School's Center for Health & the Global Environment.

      The UN launched the initiative with a two-day conference, which brought together leading scientists and

      health researchers to project the future health impact of climate change and biodiversity loss. 

      The recent increase in extreme adverse weather has had a major impact on the reinsurance industry. The

      factors previously used to calculate losses caused by climatic disasters have been severely affected by

      global warming, and the industry has been hit by increased losses from several disasters.

      The health and economic cost of extreme weather events is currently $40bn annually. This is expected to

      rise to a projected $150bn by 2010, according to the partner groups running the study. The UNDP has

      stated its objective for the initiative is to expand the potential of the insurance and broader financial

      services industries to operate in the developing world. UNDP administrator Mark Malloch Brown says: "While

      climate change and biodiversity loss are global problems, their debilitating effect on human livelihoods and

      wellbeing is most severely felt by the poor in developing countries, threatening decades of development

      efforts."

      He adds: "By providing critical information that will help countries better cope with climate variability and

      protect their ecosystems, this initiative can play an important role in helping the world meet the Millennium

      Development Goals."

      The UN set out the Millennium Development Goals as a means of reducing world poverty by half by 2015.

      Through the initiative, the UNDP will assess the impact of global environmental change, and assist

      developing countries in mitigating these potentially devastating impacts.

      Figures released at the launch of the study show that 96% of deaths resulting from environmental disasters

      occur in developing countries, and yet 90% of these countries lack any form of disaster-related insurance.

      Part of the objective of the study is to allow the insurance industry to expand into the developing world.

      Swiss Re has described the understanding of the risks to human health caused by climate change as an

      important strategic objective, as well as continuing its focus on sustainability, which has become "more

      important than ever", according to Jacques Dubois, chairman and chief executive of Swiss Re America.

      Swiss Re is already an active member of the UN Environmental Programme Insurance Initiative, which

      seeks to achieve a balance between economic development, human welfare and the environment. Swiss Re

      has shown a long-term commitment to assessing the risk of environmental and climatic changes. Last month

      it announced sponsorship of a scientific study into earthquake probability in Tokyo. This latest study is

      another of Swiss Re's efforts to establish innovative means of evaluating and quantifying the threats posed

      by more frequently occurring risks.

      The new study will focus on four key areas linked to climate change, all of which have a major impact on

      human health and development, and in turn cause losses for the reinsurance industry.

      Each of the four areas causes a significant cost to human lives. Heatwaves and air pollution proved to be a

      cause of significant deaths in France, Spain and Portugal this summer. In the last week the French

      government has admitted that 3,500 more people died in the heatwave than originally thought, taking the

      total deaths to nearly 15,000.

      Changing patterns of infectious diseases is the second area selected for consideration in the study, which

      aims to give public health officials better understanding of the causes of new diseases.

      The third area of the study, which considers extreme weather events, is of particular relevance to the

      industry industry following recent climatic disasters, such as Typhoon Maemi, which hit South Korea last

      month. The typhoon, the biggest ever recorded in South Korea, caused $4.1bn worth of damage, and left

      129 people dead or missing. The increased frequency of extreme weather was further exemplified by an

      estimated $1bn of damage caused by Hurricane Isabel hitting North Carolina, and the increase in both

      frequency and force of these storms threatens the lives and livelihoods of millions of people in both the

      developed and developing worlds. The threat is in turn passed to insurers and reinsurers with massive losses

      caused to travel, trade, tourism and infrastructure.

      The final area of the study is of the impact on biodiversity caused by degraded ecosystems. This can in turn

      lead to the spread of infectious diseases, and magnify the damaging impacts of natural disasters such as

      hurricanes, floods and landslides.

      The development of the study will be closely monitored by the insurance and reinsurance industry as a

      whole as it seeks to quantify the increasing damage caused by global climate change.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

European Report

October 8, 2003

 HEADLINE: EU/UN: NEGOTIATING MANDATE FOR NEW AMENDMENTS TO MONTREAL PROTOCOL

      HIGHLIGHT:

      The European Commission presented a request for a negotiating mandate to the Council on October 1 in

      anticipation of the XVth meeting of Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone

      Layer being staged in Nairobi, Kenya, from November 10 to 14. On the basis of the 2002 report from the

      Protocol's Scientific Assessment Panel and the results of the European research programme on stratospheric

      ozone, the Commission has expressed the conviction that although measures taken under the Protocol are

      beginning to have a positive impact, the ozone layer will remain particularly vulnerable over the next ten

      years. According to the Commission, this implies that new measures are needed to reduce the use and

      emissions of ozone-depleting substances. It therefore recommends that the Council grant it a mandate to

      negotiate restrictions and stricter timetables in Nairobi in the context of the Protocol, notably for methyl

      bromide.

      BODY:

      The next Conference of Parties to the Montreal Protocol will notably set out to modify certain provisions in

      order to guarantee more timely data reporting, facilitate compliance procedures within the Implementation

      Committee and help parties liable to find themselves in non-compliance. It should also adapt the methyl

      bromide control schedule applicable to developing countries, providing for interim reduction steps culminating

      in the total phase-out of the substance. The parties will also debate an end to essential use nominations for

      metered-dose inhalers, critical use nominations for methyl bromide in developed countries, conditions for

      critical use exemptions for methyl bromide for developed countries, process agents, laboratory uses and

      analytical uses, techniques for destruction, end-of-life recovery of foams and the destruction of the

      ozone-depleting substances they contain and finally, use of halons in new airframes. 

      --

      The Montreal Protocol on ozone-depleting substances is an international agreement negotiated under the

      auspices of the United Nations, which aims to restrict or indeed prevent any further depletion of the ozone

      layer and to promote its rapid recovery. To achieve this objective, the Protocol outlines a progressive ban

      on the production and consumption world-wide of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), halons, carbon tetrachloride,

      1.1.1-trichloroethane, hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) and methyl bromide.

      The European Community and its Member States are parties to the Vienna Convention on Protection of the

      Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol, adopted under this Convention. The Protocol is implemented in the

      EU through a Regulation, the last updated version of which is 2037/2000/EC, a Regulation that should in turn

      be revised in the light of any amendments to the Protocol at the Conference in Nairobi.

      --

      Commission backs tougher measures.

      Drawing on the most recent studies published by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in

      2002 and the results of the European research programme on stratospheric ozone, European experts

      conclude that the ozone layer is likely to remain particularly vulnerable for another decade, in spite of the

      fact that studies show that the Montreal Protocol is having a generally positive impact and that the

      phenomenon of ozone depletion due to substances regulated through the Protocol should begin to decline

      within ten years. According to data currently available, total cumulative concentrations of man-made

      ozone-depleting gases in the lower atmosphere (troposphere) reached a peak during the period 1992-1994

      and have since declined. Moreover, experts note that stratospheric abundances of ozone-depleting gases

      are now at or near a peak. That said, these same experts warn that future concentrations of ozone may be

      affected by other variations in the composition of the atmosphere as well as by climate change. Moreover,

      new studies confirm and strengthen previous findings that UV-B radiation has serious adverse effects on the

      skin, eyes and immune system, while UV radiation is causing reduced plant height and leaf cover. EU experts

      therefore urge caution and recommend pursuing current efforts since even if all the parties comply fully with

      the restrictions outlined in the Montreal Protocol, too great a degree of uncertainty remains and

      non-compliance with these provisions would delay or even prevent the recovery of the ozone layer. The

      Commission has therefore asked the Council to grant it a mandate to negotiate tougher restrictions in

      Nairobi, consistent with the Treaty and EU legislation.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

October 8, 2003 Wednesday 

New Bill On Modified Foods to Be Tabled Soon 

      BYLINE: The Nation 

      BODY: 

      A Bill to regulate the use of genetically modified foods will be tabled in Parliament early next year. 

      The Bio Safety Bill is being reviewed at the Attorney General's chambers before it is presented to the

      Cabinet for approval. "We have reactivated the process of formulating the law and it is currently at the AG's

      chambers," said Agriculture minister Kipruto Kirwa at his Kilimo House office. 

      Before it is tabled, the Bill will be studied by the National Council for Science and Technology -- the

      top-most organ charged with assisting the Government in policy formulation. 

      Mr Kirwa met heads of research organisations, who briefed him on the forthcoming annual general meeting

      for the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research. 

      The group brings together top scientists and research organisations, which have made major achievements

      in agricultural research. 

      The meeting, to be held at United Nations Environmental Programme headquarters, Nairobi, will bring

      together more than 1,000 participants worldwide and will be held between October 29 and 31. 

      Mr Kirwa said once enacted the Bill would help the Government formulate policy and regulations on the use

      and handling of GMFs. 

      There has been growing concern over the Government's delay in passing a law on biosafety in view of the

      potential threats posed by genetic engineering.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Sonar 'may cause whale deaths' 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Many unexplained strandings and deaths of marine mammals could be caused by soundwaves from underwater military sonar equipment,  zoologists believe. 

     They think the sonar signals may cause bubbles in the animals' tissue, in much  the same way as divers can suffer decompression sickness known as "the bends". 

     Writing in the journal Nature, scientists describe how 14 whales died during a naval exercise in the Canary Islands. 

     They say sonar use may need to be regulated to protect the mammals. 

     The link they suggest is not new: environment groups have argued for years that sonar is a threat to cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises). 

     Two months ago the US Navy was ordered by a federal court not to test a powerful sonar system in most parts of the world, because of fears the booming sounds emitted to detect enemy submarines could "irreparably harm"

     cetaceans and fish. 

     But the scientists, from the UK and Spain, have broken new ground by discovering damage to the livers and kidneys of animals they examined,  including gas-filled cavities which they say are new to marine mammal     pathology. 

     They say the bubbles they found in the animals' tissues resemble those found in divers affected by decompression sickness (DCS). 

     Suffering stopped 

     They outline the circumstances surrounding the deaths in September 2002 of 14 beaked whales during a Spanish-led international naval exercise in the Canaries. 

     About four hours after "the onset of mid-frequency sonar activity" all 14 stranded themselves and then died on the beaches of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote. 

     The Spanish navy then brought the exercise to an end to prevent risking further harm to the cetaceans. 

     A team of Spanish scientists carried out autopsies on eight Cuvier's beaked  whales, one Blainville's and one Gervais' beaked whale. All showed damage consistent with DCS. 

     The Nature report also details the results of autopsies performed on cetaceans stranded in the UK between October 1992 and January 2003 - three common and three Risso's dolphins, one harbour porpoise, and a Blainville's beaked  whale. 

     A team from the UK Marine Mammals Stranding Project found gas bubbles in their blood vessels, and haemorrhages in internal organs, characteristic  indications of DCS. 

     The project is being co-ordinated by the Institute of Zoology, part of the Zoological Society of London. 

     Deep divers in danger 

     Dr Paul Jepson of the institute said: "We discovered that a small number of stranded animals had gas bubbles and associated tissue injuries. 

     "Although DCS was previously unheard-of in marine mammals, we concluded that a form of marine mammal DCS was the most likely cause. 

     "This new evidence challenges the widely-held notion that cetaceans cannot suffer from decompression sickness." 

     Dr Jepson told BBC News Online: "This seems to happen mainly to deep-diving species, though not exclusively. 

     "Their whole diving profile - not just the actual depth they reach - means they absorb more nitrogen into their tissues, and are therefore more at risk when  they surface. 

     Mechanism unclear 

     "Beaked whales have the highest nitrogen levels, and so they are at the highest risk. 

     "Baleen whales don't normally dive as deep, but sperm whales do, and they could possibly face a similar danger." 

     What is still unclear is whether the sonar could be damaging the cetaceans directly by somehow affecting their tissues, or whether the soundwaves frighten them into making too rapid an ascent, with the same result. 

     The researchers will now be trying to establish what level of sound can induce this effect in cetaceans exposed to sonar. 

     Images copyright and courtesy of Guayarmina Brito. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 09 October 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Experts praise Singapore's efforts to develop alternative water sources 
Channel News Asia, Singapore, 7 Oct 03 (By Ca-Mie De Souza) - SINGAPORE : Demand for scarce water resources is increasing.
And Singapore's moves to find alternative sources of water like NEWater have earned praises from experts attending an international water resource management conference.
... Dr Chizuru Aoki, Programme Officer of UN Environment Programme, said: "Money, human resources, putting priorities on the environment, we all need that but ...

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/51040/1/.html 

General Environment News

Government bans coal-fired power stations
2003-10-09, China Daily - the major English newspaper in China, reports today that Government of China has banned the building and expansion of many coal-fired power plants in big and medium-sized cities, which can not meet sulphur dioxide emission standards. The ban, designed to control sulphur dioxide emissions was released by the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) yesterday. The report said that acid rain affects a third of China. The new measures require local governments to establish sulphur dioxide control projects for the coal-fired power plants. Any local governments or business that fails to meet the deadline will face severe penalties and be deprived of the opportunity to build or expand thermoelectricity projects.

http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2003-10/09/content_270086.htm 

Natural disasters claim 1,911 lives this year
2003-10-09, China Daily and People’s Daily, report the impacts of natural disasters on people’s lives and economic losses this year. Both reports cited Yang Yanyin, Vice-Minister of Civil Affairs said at a Press Conference held by State Council yesterday, “Natural disasters this year have killed 1,911 people across the country and caused direct economic losses of 151.4 billion yuan (US$18.3 billion)”. From 1998 to 2002, the central and local governments have allocated more than 20.7 billion yuan (US$2.5 billion) for disaster relief work.
http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2003-10/09/content_270082.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –8 October 2003

 

Agencia de Noticias Amazonia 

ECUADORIAN PRESIDENT EXHORTS THE ANDEAN NATIONS TO PROTECT THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN DRUG TRAFFICKING STRUGGLE  
[image: image1.png]


 

 

"The war against drug trafficking should be focused on destroying the big centers of drug distribution not the coca producer communities", the Ecuadorian President, Lucio Gutiérrez said in the International Forum "Sustainable Development and drug trafficking struggle". The meeting held yesterday in Guayaquil was organized by the Andean Parliament and it had the participation of members of the Bolivian, Colombian, Peruvian, Venezuelan and Ecuadorian parliaments and authorities of the host country.  

The Ecuadorian leader rejected that war against drug trafficking ignores the existence of towns and cultures that depend on coca crops:  "it is not an issue of declaring total war against drugs disrespecting towns, cultures and economies, ignoring tragedy that concerns people, families and ethnic groups", he said and at the same time he affirmed that it is absurd to believe that this problem is caused by the indigenous communities and in its lands.   

President Gutiérrez defined coca crops as an essential part of the Andes, as corn, potato or the condor and the alpaca. "For the indigenous people the coca leaf is God’s gift, for it is food, medicine and energy to face hard labors in the cold moorlands", he expressed. He also said that while the great demand keeps being high the offer’s decrease won’t solve anything"; and exhorted the Andean nations to contribute in the drug trafficking struggle protecting to the indigenous peoples.  

Within the forum, which goal was to allow the dialogue on drug trafficking issue and to identify the possible solutions, the topic of the situation of the neighboring Colombia was also treated.   

In this context, the Ecuadorian president pointed out that in that country several decades ago, secret companies devoted to the industrial elaboration of cocaine were established. "From then on Colombia became the most powerful center of industrialization and export of cocaine in the world ", he said. He added that drug trafficking is linked to guerilla "whose possibly altruistic political goals of 50 years ago were distorted and end up becoming drugs guerrilla". The State Leader affirmed that the violence in Colombia affects the whole region.

 

By the end of the forum, the Public Prosecutor of the Nation, Mariana Yépez announced the creation of a law project to combat the illicit investments in Ecuador that will be presented to the congress for its approval.  The project has the advisory of the American Organization of States (OAS) and it arose 2 years ago in a meeting of general district attorneys of the Andean Pact, reason why Yepez requested the support of the forum in the execution of this initiative.

www.tierramerica.net
The Conquest of Transgenic Crops




By Diego Cevallos*
More than 18 million hectares in Latin America are planted with genetically modified crops. The trend is irreversible, say scientists, who are staking their bets that the region will adopt this new technology rather than condemn it.
MEXICO CITY - Genetically modified crops already cover more than 18 million hectares in Latin America, promoted by a handful of transnational corporations that impose prices and conditions, while the debate about their cultivation, trade and consumption is charged with threats, lawsuits and cash. 

In Argentina a large portion of fertile land is planted with genetically modified (GM) soy at the expense of other crops, and in Brazil the government has issued a decree authorizing cultivation of GM soy on a temporary basis. 

In Colombia, Honduras and Mexico, GM maize is gaining ground, and in Uruguay, where GM soy is already widespread, GM maize is being introduced. 

Furthermore, food produced from GM crops is sold throughout Latin America, but the vast majority of consumers are unaware of that fact. 

The story began in 1996, when the world's first transgenic seeds were released for commercial use, controlled almost entirely by the U.S.-based agribusiness transnational Monsanto. Five other corporations deal in genetically modified organisms (GMOs), but to a lesser extent: BASF, Bayer, Dow Chemical, Dupont and Syngenta. 

In 2002, worldwide, 58.7 million hectares were planted with GM seeds, of which 13.5 million were in Argentina, and the rest were in 15 other countries, with the United States being the leading producer of GM foods. 

The genetic makeup of these crops is modified in a laboratory by introducing the genes of another species -- plant or animal -- and the use of deactivated viruses or bacteria as "vectors". 

The aim is to improve crop yields or other characteristics, such as resistance to pests, climate extremes or to agrochemicals, as is the case of Monsanto's Roundup Ready soy, which is resistant to the company's glyphosate-based Roundup herbicide. 

"The introduction of transgenics in agriculture is irreversible. Now what is important is that Latin America controls them, uses them and develops them, in parallel with other technologies, so that the region does not become dependent on foreign companies," Mexican scientist Luis Herrera told Tierramérica. 

Herrera was part of a team that developed genetic modification techniques in the 1980s in Belgium. 

But the outlook for the future is quite different, says Silvia Ribeiro, of the Canada-based non-governmental Action Group on Erosion, Technology and Concentration (ETC Group, formerly known as Rural Advancement Foundation International). 

"Something similar will happen with transgenics as with atomic energy. First its use was promoted for generating electricity, but later, upon discovering its dangers and consequences, atomic energy declined," Ribeiro told Tierramérica. 

The corporations that sell GM seeds say their products are easy to grow, require fewer applications of pesticide and, most of all, are profitable. They are the key, say the transnationals, to fighting hunger, a problem affecting 800 million people around the globe. 

But that assertion is a long way from achieving consensus. 

The most important issue pending, says a May 2002 report by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is to explain why the United States has adopted the GM crops so quickly when the economic impacts appear to be uneven or even negative. 

The U.S.-based non-governmental organization Food First argues that world hunger is the result of poor distribution of food and would not necessarily be resolved by transgenic crops. 

Appropriate distribution of food volumes existing today would ensure that each person on the planet has a diet of 3,500 calories per day, says Food First. 

Caught up in the debate are Latin American peasant farmers groups and environmental organizations, which criticize the fact that GM crops generate developing countries' dependence on the transnationals and the potential dangers of these crops for biodiversity and human health. 

These groups threaten to carry out protests and file lawsuits challenging the use of transgenics. 

On the other extreme are the transnational companies, which in 2002 spent more than 50 million dollars on advertising campaigns for their transgenic products, and which in Canada and the United States have filed more than 2,000 lawsuits against farmers they accuse of using their seeds without authorization. 

Monsanto owns all of the patented GM soy seeds planted worldwide and collects royalties from thousands of farmers. 

Under the terms of the contract signed with Monsanto, farmers are prohibited from saving soy seeds from their harvests to use for the next planting, doing away with the traditional technique of seed selection -- practiced by thousands of small farmers around the world. 

In late September, the Brazilian government issued an order that allows the planting of transgenic soy this season. The GM crop had been banned but farmers had planted 4.5 million hectares in the last growing season. 

The decree triggered controversy, with opposition coming from groups ranging from the Ministry of Environment to the Brazilian Catholic Bishops Conference. 

In Brazil "it must be objectively evaluated whether the capacity exists to control and follow up on health and environmental problems involving genetically modified organisms," and if that capacity does not exist, the transgenics should not be allowed, Volnei Garrafa, president of the Brazilian Bioethics Society, told Tierramérica. 

The scientist recommends establishing special commissions to study the question from moral, philosophical, scientific, and cultural perspectives, focusing on biological diversity aspects that affect quality of life. 

Mexico's Herrera favors a similar approach, but stresses that to date there is no evidence that GMOs have negative impacts on health or the environment. 

Over the past few years, Monsanto's GM maize variety has made its way -- through legal and illegal channels -- into Mexico and Honduras, the region of origin of maize, which was developed and cultivated by indigenous peoples for millennia. 

There is evidence in Mexico that native maize species have been cross-pollinated with transgenic maize, and scientists are assessing the extent to which the country's rich genetic inventory of maize has been altered. 

"From the scientific perspective it is nearly unanimous that GMOs are beneficial and that the risks are minimal because the appropriate precautions have been taken," said Alejandro Montaberry, an expert with the Genetic Engineering Institute at Argentina's National Council for Science and Technological Research. 

The controversy is related to political, economic and commercial interests, Montaberry says. 

Monsanto says it hopes to expand its transgenic seed sales for the good of Latin America, but many farmers do not want to give up their historic rights and their agricultural traditions to rely on one corporation, whose claims of improved yields have been called into doubt by the United States' own Department of Agriculture. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

8 October 2003 

Bahrain

Consumption of water soaring

BAHRAINIS have doubled their water consumption in the last 25 years, an international conference heard yesterday.

The average per capita consumption reached 110 gallons per day, revealed Electricity and Water Ministry water conservation chief Abdulla Ali Abdulla.

The prime reason behind the increase in water consumption was the oil boom, which resulted in changes in people's standard of living, he told Water Middle East 2003.

The conference and exhibition on water technology is being held at the Bahrain International Exhibition Centre, under the patronage of Electricity and Water Minister Shaikh Abdulla bin Salman Al Khalifa.

The three-day event, being organised by the Commerce Ministry in co-operation with the German government-owned Nuremberg Global Fairs, will end today.

The increase in water consumption in Bahrain is not representing the actual increase in demand, said Mr Abdulla.

There is excessive use in all types of water usage. Conservation and public education are extremely important to overcome the problem, he added.

Though water is a very scarce and expensive commodity in the Middle East, said Mr Abdulla, the need and importance of water conservation is not quite understood or appreciated.

An effective water conservation programme required a dedicated team to achieve the desired goals, he added.

As part of the conservation campaign, the government has undertaken network renovation and waste detection programmes. The conference features more than 40 international speakers. 

More than 160 companies from 22 countries are taking part in the exhibition.

They are displaying technologies and services covering the entire spectrum of water catchment, distribution, storage, treatment and wastewater management, said Commerce Ministry Assistant Under-Secretary for Foreign Trade and Bahrain Convention and Exhibition Bureau deputy chairman Shaikh Daij bin Salman Al Khalifa.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=63623&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26202
UAE

Zayed Environment Prize panel prepares draft report for jury

The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) for the Second Cycle of the Shaikh Zayed International Prize for Environment (2001-2003) met in Dubai to analyse and deliberate on the preliminary shortlisting of nominations for the prize. 

The meetings, which commenced on Sunday last, concluded yesterday with a farewell dinner hosted for the members of the TAC who were flown in recently from different parts of the world. Earlier yesterday, the TAC conducted its fourth session followed by a visit to the venue of the Award Ceremony and Conference.

The committee then conducted a wrap-up session and prepared a draft report for the International jury, followed by a closing ceremony which saw the submission of the report to Dr Mohammed Ahmed bin Fahad, Chairman of the Higher Committee.

Shedding light on the activities of the Foundation in the recent past, Dr Bin Fahad said: "The Foundation organised a very successful international conference on water resources management in 2002 and the outcome titled 'Dubai Declaration on Water Resources Management in Arid Regions', was adopted as one of the documents referenced at the Johannesburg Earth Summit

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/october/theuae_october230.xml
City in operation Clean Up

Thousands of volunteers will join hands with Dubai Municipality to clean up various areas of Dubai as part of Clean Up the World Campaign which is being observed this year under the theme "One World, One Eco-System, One Humanity". 

The four-day long campaign, for which the civic body has lined up several activities, will commence on October 14, Hamdan Al Shaer, Director of Environment Department at Dubai Municipality, announced yesterday at a Press conference.

Mr Al Shaer noted that 'Clean Up the World', which was originally held in mid-September worldwide with more than 40 million volunteers participating in clean-up initiatives in 109 countries, was delayed in Dubai to suit the weather conditions in the country.

The clean up drive, Mr Al Shaer said, is organised every year by the Environment Department of the civic body, and is the largest volunteer clean up in the Middle East region and added that it is the tenth consecutive year that Dubai is conducting the campaign.

"The objective here is not how much waste we clean up in tonnage - the civic body clears an average of 3,000 tonnes of waste every day, but to involve the society as a whole and to create a sense of responsibility in the participating sections of the society," Mr Al Shaer noted.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/october/theuae_october226.xml
Sharjah Municipality steps up public hygiene drive

Sharjah Municipality last month siphoned off about 5,927 tanks of liquid and sewerage waste and issued 226 notices to various companies and establishments violating the public hygiene and environment protection regulations, a senior official at the municiplaity has said. 

Abdullah Al Naboudah, head of Solid Waste Section at the municipality, said that the civic body had issued warning letters to proprietors of buildings who had failed to comply with the above mentioned notices.
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/october/theuae_october223.xml
__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **Statement of the Secretary-General on Burundi

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on Burundi:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the Pretoria Protocol on political, defence and security power-sharing,

     signed today by the Transitional Government of Burundi and the Conseil National pour la Défence de la

     Démocratie/Force pour la Défence de la Démocratie (CNDD/FDD).  He commends both President Domitien Ndayizeye

     and Mr. Pierre Nkurunziza for their courage and commitment to peace and reconciliation.

           “He is grateful to President Mbeki and other leaders of the region for their sustained efforts that made this

     agreement possible.

           “The Secretary-General urges all Burundians to seize this opportunity to bring about peace and reconciliation

     in Burundi and reiterates the commitment of the United Nations to remain engaged in helping Burundians in pursuit of

     that goal.”

           **Roed-Larsen

           On the Middle East, the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje

     Roed-Larsen, is in Beirut, Lebanon today on the first leg of a regional tour that will also include Syria and Jordan.

           Earlier today, he met with Lebanese President Emile Lahoud.  In speaking to reporters after that meeting, he

     said that the last few days have seen a sharp deterioration in the situation between Israel and its northern neighbours,

     Syria and Lebanon.  He went on to add that attacks and counter-attacks are “leading us down a steep and precarious

     path toward more violence”.  He said, “I seriously advise the parties not to travel down that road.  Instead, all parties

     should respect Security Council Resolutions and the rules of international law”.

           Roed-Larsen calls on the Government of Israel to refrain from the unilateral use of force, address its

     complaints to the Security Council, and stop violations of Lebanese airspace.  The Government of Lebanon, he said,

     must exert control over the use of force from all its territory and prevent all attacks across the Blue Line.

           In closing he said, “we must now all shoulder our responsibilities and work for moderation, restraint and just,

     comprehensive solutions through peaceful means”.

           We have the full text of his statement upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is having an open meeting this morning on Bosnia and Herzegovina, which began with a

     briefing by the High Representative for that country, Paddy Ashdown.

           After Ashdown spoke, Judge Theodor Meron, the President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former

     Yugoslavia, told the Council about the creation of a special war crimes chamber within Bosnia’s State Court, a joint

     initiative by the High Representative and the Tribunal.

           The war crimes chamber, Meron said, will serve several important functions, helping to allow the Hague

     Tribunal to focus more tightly on prosecuting the most senior leaders suspected of serious crimes, and establishing a

     firm foundation for the rule of law in Bosnia’s national institutions.

           The Council’s discussion of Bosnia is continuing right now, with all 15 Council members, as well as Bosnia

     and Italy, inscribed to speak.

           At 3:30 this afternoon, the Security Council’s Sanctions Committee for Sierra Leone will meet.

           **MONUC

           This morning in Kinshasa, the head of the UN mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, William

     Swing, announced the deployment next week of UN troops to three or four locales outside of Bunia in Ituri province. 

     One of the aims of this increased UN military presence in the province is to extend the “Bunia without Weapons”

     programme to the rest of the province’s population.

           The operation is being made possible thanks to the arrival of the latest batch of Pakistani peacekeepers,

     which brings to 3,500, the total number of soldiers in Ituri.  The Ituri brigade is to reach 5,000 soldiers once Nepalese

     troops arrive.

           Swing also told reporters during his weekly briefing that he will be travelling this weekend to the town of

     Kashele in Ituri, which was the site of a murder of at least 65 people, mostly women and children.

           Kashele, Swing said, is a challenge for all of us:  the UN Mission, the transitional Government in Kinshasa

     and the Committee of Armed Groups in Ituri.  “We must work together,” he added, “so that such acts do not repeat

     themselves in Kashele or anywhere else.”

           The full text of his briefing is available in my office.

           **Liberia

           The UN Mission in Sierra Leone began deploying the first 80 of some 800 Bangladeshi peacekeepers to join

     the UN Mission in Liberia.  The deployment continues until 11 October.

           Yesterday, UN Force Commander for Liberia Lt. Gen. Daniel Opande visited Tubmanburg for a meeting with

     the leader of the Liberians United for Democracy (LURD), Sekou Conneh.

           Conneh reiterated that the LURD is committed to the ceasefire accord, and that he had instructed his

     commanders to comply with an agreement on Monday to make the Monrovia area weapons-free within 72 hours.

           Today, the Force Commander has gone with a reconnaissance/liaison team to areas where skirmishes were

     reported to have taken place in the past few days.

           Meanwhile, the Special Representative for Liberia Jacques Klein was hosting a meeting with traditional chiefs

     from Liberia's 15 countries.

           The latest humanitarian update on Liberia says that aid agencies are exercising caution in operating outside of

     Monrovia, and non-essential missions are on hold for now.

           **Kosovo

           Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, today, delivered a televised

     statement in Kosovo to clear up misperceptions about a direct dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, which, he

     noted, is one of the eight benchmark standards endorsed by the entire international community.

           Holkeri said that only by talking can we make progress on resolving the fate of missing persons, facilitate the

     return of displaced persons, aid Kosovo’s economy and move towards the kind of future that Kosovo deserves. 

     Dialogue, he said, “is not about politics.  It is about making concrete progress on practical issues”.

           The direct dialogue is scheduled to take place in Vienna on October 14; and we have copies of Holkeri’s

     statement upstairs.

           **UNFPA

           This morning in London, UN Population Fund Executive Director Thoraya Obaid launched UNFPA’s State of

     the World Population report for 2003, which underlines the urgent priority of meeting adolescents’ reproductive health

     needs.

           She said, “This report is a wake-up call.  It is a wake-up call to listen to young people and acknowledge their

     needs”.

           The report says that one person in five, or roughly 1.2 billion people worldwide, is between the ages of 10 and

     19.  Half of these adolescents are poor, and one in four live in extreme poverty, on less than a dollar a day.  They also

     suffer from AIDS, which, the report argues, has become a disease of the young.

           Obaid said that “supporting young people in their efforts to delay or avoid pregnancy and to protect themselves

     from HIV/AIDS can bring enormous health and economic benefits”, yet international funding for population and

     reproductive health programmes is just 40 per cent of what was agreed upon a decade ago.

           We have a press release from the UNFPA with more details, and the full report is available on the agency’s

     Web site.

           **SG Messages

           We have two messages:  Tonight, the Secretary-General will accept the humanitarian award given

     posthumously to Sergio Vieira de Mello by the UN Association of the USA and the Business Council for the UN, and

     he will say at the award dinner that the days and weeks ahead in Iraq, and elsewhere, will not be easy.  He will add

     that, as the United Nations tries to determine what it does best and to strengthen the way it works, he will look to

     groups like the UN Association to tell the UN story to the American public and Government.

           We have embargoed copies of the full text of that statement upstairs.

           Then second, the Secretary-General issued a message to mark the International Day for Disaster Reduction;

     that’s today.  He said it is necessary to preserve water resources to sustain life, but he also drew attention to the need

     to reduce the capacity of water to take life away -– either by its excess, as in floods and hurricanes, or by its lack, as

     in droughts.

           **Bolivia

           The 15th Consultative Group meeting on Bolivia is taking place today at the World Bank’s premises in Paris. 

     The Bolivian Government has convened this meeting to discuss its medium and long-term economic and social

     strategies with the donor community.

           In his message to the Consultative Group, the Secretary-General notes that while Bolivia has undertaken a

     series of reforms in the past 20 years with the assistance of the United Nations, the majority of Bolivian people

     continue to endure great hardship.  He states that urgent action is needed to ensure their demands for social justice

     are answered and that the developing democratic process continues to move forward.

           We have a full text upstairs.

           **UNICEF

           From UNICEF, next week on 11 October, a day before the Women’s soccer championship match in Los

     Angeles, the UN Children’s Fund and soccer’s international ruling body, FIFA, will celebrate Global Girls Football day.

           The two organizations have teamed up again this year to highlight two crucial areas of child development that

     are often absent or overlooked for girls because of poverty and discrimination:  the right to play and the right to

     education.

           “For millions of girls, certain basic rights are seen as a privilege or luxury”, said UNICEF’s Executive Director

     Carol Bellamy.  “UNICEF and FIFA believe that girls should have equal opportunities to make a better life for

     themselves through an education and by playing and participating in sports.”

           For more information on that event, we have a press advisory upstairs.

           **Rise of supermarkets across Africa threatens small farmers

           According to The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) today, the proliferation of supermarkets represents

     a risk for Africa's millions of small farmers, unless they can participate in the new market.

           There is a press release on that.

           **ILO organizes meeting to develop code of practice at workplace

           From the ILO, workplace violence and stress are two of today’s most serious threats to productivity and

     decent work, according to the ILO, which is organizing an eight-day meeting in Geneva today to discuss the code of

     practice at the workplace.

           We have more information on that.

           **Press conference tomorrow

           My last item for today is to announce a press conference.  Tomorrow at   11 a.m. in this room, Jarmo Sareva

     of Finland, the Chairman of the General Assembly’s First Committee, which deals with disarmament and international

     security, will be here to brief you on the Committee’s work programme.

           That’s all I have.  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:      Pakistan Prime Minister (Zafarullah Khan) Jamali is scheduled to meet SG this afternoon at 3

     o’clock.  I am wondering if we get a read out?

           Spokesman:  We’ll try our best.  We’re not too good at read outs, as you know, but we’ll see what we can get

     for you.  Yes?

           Question:   What’s the current number of international staff in Iraq, are there any changes?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have the number for today.  Come see me.  But yesterday it was up a bit to the

     mid-thirties.  I think last time I spoke on this I said you’d see it going up and down, but probably hovering around the  

     30 mark.

           Question:      (Inaudible)

           Spokesman:  I don’t know what the number is today; I suspect it’s the same, but we got the daily report from

     Baghdad just as I was coming down; so, the numbers are on that report.  Check with me after the briefing.

           [The Spokesman later announced that the number of international staff in Iraq was in the mid-forties]

           Spokesman:      Michele?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you Fred, and Good afternoon,

           As Fred mentioned, today is the International day of disaster reduction.  In a message released today, the

     President of the fifty-eighth session, Julian R. Hunte, underlines the importance of such a date:  “Natural hazards

     occur in every region.  They occur in developed and developing countries alike.  All too often, especially in developing

     countries, they become social, environmental and economic disasters … Much more needs to be done to promote

     economic growth, improve awareness through education, to develop policies and frameworks to integrate disaster

     reduction issues into sustainable development and national planning agencies.  This is a challenge for the international

     community, which can only be achieved if we all work together on these issues.”

           There is no Plenary today, as you know, for the General Assembly, but the debate on the follow-up to the

     outcome of the Millennium Summit and the work of the Organization will continue in Plenary tomorrow.

           All six Committees are working today, except for the sixth (legal issues) that has two working groups in

     closed session:  one on “measures to eliminate international terrorism” and one on “strengthening of the United

     Nations:  an agenda for further change”.

           On this last subject, I have been getting a number of questions about proposed UN reforms, after the Press

     Conference by the President of the Assembly, Julian R. Hunte, yesterday.  As you know, the subject has been

     debated for quite a while at the United Nations’ principal policy-making body, the General Assembly, but what the

     General debate has shown, this year is the importance given by Member States to a stronger, more efficient and

     credible United Nations.  A number of measures have already been taken in the last few years to improve the work of

     the intergovernmental bodies, as well as that of the Secretariat.  Of course, any reform would imply a change in the

     Charter and what was asked yesterday is:  What mechanisms exist for such reforms?

           In fact, there exist two distinct mechanisms for the amendment of the UN Charter.  They are contained in

     Articles 108 and 109 of the Charter.  The so-called “ordinary” procedure is found in Article 108.  The “special

     conference” procedure is found in Article 109.

           Under the Article 108 procedure, an amendment to the Charter comes into force only if:  1) the amendment is

     adopted by two-thirds of the members of the General Assembly; and 2) the amendment is ratified at the domestic level

     by two-thirds of the members of the UN, including all 5 permanent members of the Security Council.

           Under the Article 109 procedure, a general conference of the members of the UN can be called for the purpose

     of reviewing the Charter.  The date and place of the general conference are to be fixed by a two-thirds vote of the

     members of the General Assembly and by a vote of any nine members of the Security Council.  Each Member of the

     United Nations has one vote in the conference.  Any amendments to the Charter recommended by a two-thirds vote of

     the Conference take effect, when domestically ratified by two-thirds of the Members of the United Nations, including all

     the permanent members of the Security Council.  Some variations; but you have an idea of what the procedure is.

           The question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council will be

     discussed in the Assembly on October 13 and 14.

           After the press conference by the President of the Assembly yesterday, we have asked that each Committee

     chairman talk on the work in his/her Committee.  Fred has already mentioned the press conference by the Head of the

     first committee on disarmament and security issues, Jarmo Sareva of Finland.  There will be a conference of the

     Second Committee next Tuesday, but we’ll have time to talk about this.  I have asked the chairmen of the committees

     to come to you to discuss issues from their own committees.

           That’s all I have. Thank you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Are there any questions?  If not, thank you very much.

                                              * *** __________________________________________________________________________________________



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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