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     A fish is something that used to swim in the sea 

     Klaus Toepfer IHT 

     Tuesday, September 9, 2003 

    Protecting the oceans

    NAIROBI This week delegates from across the globe are in Durban, South Africa, to chart the

    way forward for the world's national parks and protected areas. This once-in-a-decade event is

    both cause for celebration and cause for concern.

    It is well over 100 years since the creation of the first, modern, protected area, the Yellowstone

    National Park in the United States. More than 10 percent of the earth's land surface has now been

    afforded protection and there are countless examples of success stories both for people and

    wildlife as a result.

    The same, however, cannot be said for the marine world. Indeed, figures to be released by the

    United Nations Environment Program at the congress of the International Union for Conservation

    of Nature and Natural Resources in Durban this week will show that less than 1 percent of the

    oceans and seas have been given the same kind of protection.

    It is not all doom and gloom. Australia, for example, has just unveiled proposals to create large

    swaths of so-called "no take areas" across Queensland's Great Barrier Reef. These areas, in which

    fishing and extractive industries such as mining and dredging will be banned, will cover roughly

    one third of the 350,000-square-kilometer (140,000-square-mile) marine park - up from just under 5

    percent now.

    The tourism industry, which generates nearly $3 billion annually for the local and national

    economy and which employs more than 47,000 people, believes the scheme will increase the

    number and size of fish for visitors to see, and improve and expand good snorkeling and diving

    sites.

    Norway has stepped up action to protect its Tisler and Fjellknausen deep cold water reefs.

    Six West African countries - Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and Senegal

    - have announced plans for a network of marine protected areas aimed at reducing overfishing and

    possible threats from oil exploration.

    But we need to do far more to ensure that oceans and their rich and varied life-forms, upon which

    billions depend for food and livelihoods, are secured for current and future generations.

    There are many reasons for the existing unsatisfactory state of affairs. Much of the marine world

    lies hidden beneath the waves, and the movements and lifestyles of its inhabitants have until

    recent decades remained a mystery.

    Unlike the land, where issues of ownership, title deeds, customary rights and management are well

    established, the oceans have been viewed as wilderness areas owned by no one and free for all.

    This was fine in a world of plenty, when explorers like John Cabot encountered so much cod off

    the east coast of North America his vessels were slowed by the sheer density of the shoals.

    It was fine in a world where a coastal megacity might have been a few thousand rather than 10

    million souls, and the relatively tiny levels of pollution could be diluted a billion-fold by the

    vastness of the seas.

    But the ability to hunt faster and further for ever greater quantities of marine resources, and the

    growth in the global population, of which more than 40 percent - more than the entire world

    population in the 1950's - now lives by the sea, means the oceans can no longer be treated as an

    unmanaged free-for-all.

    The advent of the Law of the Sea, the development of regional fisheries agreements and initiatives

    such as United Nations Environment Program's regional seas program are among recent

    developments that are focusing attention on the marine world.

    Many fishermen's organizations, appalled by the collapse of stocks and the devastation of

    livelihoods, are demanding action too. They also realize that the unfettered use of the drift net, the

    bottom trawl and the purse seine means there will nothing of value left to catch in a few short

    years.

    The world summit meeting on sustainable development last year gave governments, industry and

    civil society a blueprint for action. Among its recommendations is to restore fish stocks to healthy

    levels by 2015 and to advance the Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine

    Environment from Land-based Activities. Significantly, the summit meeting also urged the

    establishment of a global network of marine protected areas.

    Big questions remain, not least in areas of funding and enforcement, especially in developing

    countries. But there is growing evidence that well-managed marine protected areas not only cover

    their costs, but can generate substantial income for the benefit of local people and national

    economies.

    Costa Rica's tourist industry, based around a well-developed and well-managed network of land

    and marine areas, is generating about $300 million a year - far more than it costs to maintain these

    areas.

    Some still argue that marine protected areas do not work, that there is scant evidence that closing

    off waters leads to a renaissance of fish stocks. But tell that to the people and fishermen of St.

    Lucia in the Caribbean, where commercial fish stocks have doubled since "no take zones" were

    designated in 1995.

    The theme of the parks congress in Durban this week is "Benefits Beyond Boundaries." It is time

    to wholeheartedly support the early stirrings of this worldwide marine protected area movement,

    so that there are no longer artificial boundaries between the land and the oceans.

    It can no longer be a question of whether we need marine parks, but how many and how big.

    There is no point in having token havens, tiny islands of conservation in a sea of overexploitation.

    Otherwise our grandchildren will, as with the dodo, learn about the turtles, the dugongs and the

    coral reefs at the knees of a history teacher, and we will have the tough job of explaining what a

    fish is.

    The writer is executive director of the United Nations Environment Program.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (Bangladesh)

Will our grandchildren know what a fish is?

KLAUS TOEPFER

In early September, delegates from across the globe will descend on the South African city of Durban to chart the way forward for the world's national parks and protected areas. This once in a decade event is both cause for celebration and cause for concern.

It is well over 100 years since the creation of the first, modern, protected area - Yellowstone National Park in the United States. Over 10 per cent of the earth's land surface has now been afforded protection and there are countless examples of success stories for both people and wildlife as a result.

The same, however, cannot be said for the marine world. Indeed figures to be released at the IUCN's 5th World Parks Congress by UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre, will show that less than one per cent of the oceans and seas have been given the same kind of protection. It is not all doom and gloom. Australia, for example, has just unveiled proposals to create large swathes of so-called "no take areas" across Queensland's Great Barrier Reef. These "no take areas", in which fishing and extractive industries such as mining and dredging will be banned, will cover roughly one third of the 350,000 square kilometre marine park up from just under 5 per cent now.

The tourism industry, which generates nearly $3 billion annually for the local and national economy and which employs more than 47,000 people, is delighted. They believe the scheme will increase the number and size of fish for visitors to see, and improve and expand good snorkelling and diving sites.

Norway has stepped up action to protect its Tisler and Fjellknausen deep cold water reefs. The six West African countries of Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and Senegal have announced plans for a network of marine protected areas aimed at reducing over-fishing and possible threats from oil exploration.

But we need to do far more to ensure that oceans and their rich and varied life-forms, upon which billions depend for food and livelihoods, are secured for current and future generations. There are many reasons for the existing unsatisfactory state of affairs. Much of the marine world lies hidden beneath the waves, and the movements and life-styles of its denizens have until recent decades remained a mystery.

Unlike the land, where issues of ownership, of title deeds, of customary rights, of management are far more well-established, the oceans have been viewed as truly wilderness areas owned by no one and free for all. This was fine in a world of plenty, when explorers like Cabot encountered so much cod off the east coast of North America his vessels were slowed by the sheer density of the shoals. It was fine in a world where the summit of ocean-going technology was the sail and the dug-out canoe. It was fine in a world where a coastal megacity might once have been a few thousand rather than 10 million souls, and the relatively tiny levels of pollution could be diluted a billion-fold by the vastness of the seas. However, the ability to hunt faster and further for ever greater quantities of marine-living resources, and the growth in the global population where more than 40 per cent - more than the entire world population in the 1950s - now live by the coast, means the oceans can no longer be treated as an unmanaged free-for-all. The coming into force of the UN Law of the Sea Convention, the development of regional fisheries agreements and initiatives such as UNEP's Regional Seas Programme are among some of the recent developments that are focusing attention on the marine world.

Many fishermen's organisations, appalled by the collapse of stocks and the devastation of livelihoods, are demanding action too. They also realise that the unfettered use of the drift net, the bottom trawl and the purse seine means there will be nothing of value left to catch in a few short years.

Last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development and its Plan of Implementation gives governments, in partnership with industry and civil society, a blueprint for action, including for oceans. Among its recommendations and targets and timetables are ones to, where possible, restore fish stocks to healthy levels by 2015 and to advance the implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Landbased Activities (GPA) to reduce the threat of pollution.p

(UNIC Dhaka, Bangladesh)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

8 September 2003

World Parks Congress opens in South Africa

      DURBAN, South Africa, Sept. 8 (Xinhua) --The 5th World Parks Congress opened in the South African coastal city of Durban on Monday with the theme "Protected Areas: Benefits Beyond Boundaries. "

      The congress is a once in a decade opportunity to take stock of the global protected area estate and define

      priorities for future action. It attracts 2,500 specialists, government officials and representatives from the

      private sector from 170 countries. 

      South African President Thabo Mbeki officially inaugurated the 10-day congress from Sept. 8 to 17. Former president Nelson Mandela and Queen Noor of Jordan also attended the congress.

      United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan extended his message to the congress via United Nations

      Environment Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, which is entitled "Johannesburg to Durban:

      Protected Areas and the Millennium Development Goals."

      In his message to the congress, Director General for the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) Achim Steiner said, "This World Parks Congress marks a turning point for the

      world's protected areas. These areas, now covering more than 10 percent of the earth's surface, represent

      an extraordinary inter-generational gift from past and present to future generations."

      Protected areas, a generic term covering national parks, wilderness areas, multiple-use areas and other

      types of reserves, conserve those special places on earth that are vital for sustainable development.

      They provide water, protect soil and filter air. They help to regulate climate and provide a buffer against

      natural disasters. They offer materials from nature to meet the needs of poor communities and hold the

      promise of improving food and medicines from their unexplored genetic resources.

      There are now 44,000 protected areas in the world, covering 10 percent of the world's land surface, an area equivalent to India and China combined.

      The Durban congress will be a milestone for catalyzing a renewed commitment to protected areas and

      spurring global action. It will develop the Durban Accord and Action Plan which will address key challenges tothe protected area system and guide its development in the next decade.

      The previous IUCN World Parks Congress was held in Caracas, Venezuela, in 1992.

      Since then, a great deal of progress has been achieved: The number and proportion of the Earth's surface

      with protected area status more than doubled in the past 10 years; the overall target of 10 percent of land

      and sea covered by protected areas has been surpassed; and protected areas are recognized as a key

      element in the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity ratified by 187 nations.

      Protected areas have been successfully linked across international boundaries and in some cases made a

      significant contribution to peace.

      The value of traditional and other non-scientific knowledge has been recognized and local communities are

      becoming increasingly engaged in protected area management.

      However, protected areas have failed to become a truly representative system that covers terrestrial,

      freshwater and marine biomes. For example, only 1.5 percent of all lake systems in the world enjoy

      protection.

      Loss of species of animals and plants continues at an intolerable rate. There are 11,167 species of animals

      and plants known to be globally threatened with extinction.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Trust of India

September 6, 2003 Saturday

Ozone hole in Antarctic grown more rapidly this year

      The ozone hole in the Antarctic that appears annually at the start of the southern hemisphere spring

      has grown more rapidly than usual this year, the United Nations World Meteorological Organisation (WMO)  said.

      The ozone layer provides a protective filter against ultraviolet radiation that can cause skin cancer and

      other health problems. 

      In a report, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) noted that despite good signs of recovery, the

      ozone layer would remain vulnerable for the next decade or so, even if countries complied with international agreements to protect it.

      It noted the concentration of ozone depleting substances in the upper atmosphere was now at or near its

      peak. As a consequence, scientists believe human-influenced disturbances on Earth's protective shield will

      now be "at or near their largest."

      At the same time, it showed that the world had been making steady progress towards the recovery of the

      ozone layer, with the latest scientific results showing the total amount of ozone depleting chemicals in the

      lower atmosphere continue to decline though slowly.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ENN

GreenFacts Foundation Announces its 2003 Conference: Conveying Science into Policy. 

From GreenFacts FoundationMonday, September 08, 2003Brussels, 8 September 2003. 

GreenFacts Foundation has released the details of its 2003 Annual Conference: 
Conveying Science into Policy
Science Communication and Environmental Decision-making.

This one-day event will be held at the Atomium in Brussels on 16 October 2003. The day will bring together environment and health stakeholders, journalists, policymakers and science communicators, to discuss the nature of environmental governance and the role of scientific information in the decision-making process.

"It is not easy for policymakers to fully apprehend the scientific information on environment and health issues," says Jacques de Selliers, GreenFacts Foundation General Manager, "A vast body of scientific information is available, but often in a language too complex to properly influence policy decisions. One of the purposes of the conference is to examine the relationship between the way scientific information is communicated and the environmental decision-making process."

October 16 will host several complementary events. The morning session will have three simultaneous stakeholder workshops on issues of science communication and environmental decision-making. The results will be presented in the afternoon to a public conference with speakers from UNEP, the EU, Industry and Environmental NGOs. The conference will be followed by a networking cocktail to officially launch the GreenFacts website www.greenfacts.org and allow the press to meet many leading science communicators. 

GreenFacts Foundation asbl is a non-profit, multi-stakeholder organization based in Brussels. It communicates previously-published scientific information on environment and health issues in a manner more accessible to non-specialists. "GreenFacts is an organization that engages all environment and health stakeholders," de Selliers said. "We believe that they can find common ground in the scientific facts if these are clearly and responsibly communicated". By bringing together a broad membership from government, industry, environmental NGOs and federations to work together, GreenFacts wants to promote better environment and health policies, based on sound scientific information.

This conference is run in partnership with EurActiv.com, the European policy information portal, and The Atomium asbl. For more information, visit the conference website at: www.greenfactsfoundation.org/conference/.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf News

Create public awareness of handling solid waste - WHO

Lack of public awareness towards safe handling of solid waste is one of the many difficulties faced by the municipalities in this region, according to Raki Zghondi of World Health Organisation. 

Speaking on the opening day of the Waste Management and Pest Control international conference yesterday at Al Bustan Palace Hotel, Zghondi said: "In view of our experience in the region, communities' behaviour towards safe management of solid waste should be improved in order to protect the health of people." 

He went on to say that it would also safeguard the aesthetic view of the communities' environment and efficiently operate the elements of the solid waste management system, particularly the waste collection system. 

The WHO expert believes that community participation and involvement may play a major role in solving these problems not only in urban and sub-urban areas but also in rural settings. 
The three-day International conference has been organised by the Muscat Municipality in association with WHO and UNEP. 

Chairman Abdullah Abbas Ahmed said that the problems of solid wastes and pest and rodent control are at the forefront of the environmental issues that need attention at a global level. 
"The world is facing several environmental issues of global proportion. It is global considering its geographical extent that covers the entire world," he added. 

"These problems cause damages in the form of environmental pollution and loss of resources, especially with the accelerated technology developments and increased population around the world," he added. The Muscat Municipality chief underlined that the success of dealing with the environmental problems depended on the national work programmes within the national boarders and available resources. 

"Every national achievement that achieves its objectives is a step on the right track that deserves recognition and assessment," he said. 

"Several studies have confirmed that there is a direct relation between the increase in population and the increase of solid residential waste," said Dr Ismail Mohammed Al Madani. 

In his opinion, a major environmental and health problem looms unless proper management was not applied consistently to control solid residential waste.



________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

September 8, 2003 Monday 

Sudan;   How About Some Gorilla Hands in the Frying Pan? 

      BYLINE: African Church Information Service 

Although some consider eating ape meat as an act of cannibalism, local communities in Tambura in Sudan   are quite at home with monkey and gorilla meat, which they regard as a most cherished delicacy. However,  Oscar Obonyo reports that this insatiable appetite for ape meat has attracted the ire of the United Nations  Environmental Programme. 

      It is business as usual at a makeshift market in Mabia, south Sudan. 

      Openly displayed on the stalls, are smoked and dried pieces of monkey head, tail, tongue and gorilla jaws      and hands. Shoppers move in to sample their pick of ape meat. Owing to lack of butcheries trading in raw  ape meat, only traditionally cured pieces of the same are available for sale. To most newcomers,   this set-up is a scary affair. 

      When I came around, I looked forward to tasting monkey meat out of sheer adventure. However, I was     totally put off by the display of the half-rotten meat, says Miss Josephine Onyango, an employee of     CARENegotiations International, a non-governmental humanitarian agency. 

     Her disgust is not necessarily because of the half-rotten meat, but rather the awkward feeling most people      get on encountering the displayed heads, complete with ears, nose and lips, and the gorilla hands that remind one of a human being. 

      You do not, for instance, expect me to walk away with that hand, complete with five fingers, to my kitchen.      I can only be persuaded to purchase the meat if it is sold raw in already skinned and demarcated pieces, says Onyango, who is stationed at the Tambura County headquarters, some 13 kilometres away. 

      Although Onyango and scores of other foreign aid workers may consider eating ape meat as some act of      cannibalism, the locals are quite at home with monkey and gorilla meat, which they regard as a most cherished delicacy. 

      However, owing to their insatiable appetite for the meat, the locals have attracted the ire of the United      Nations Environmental ProgrammeNegotiations (UNEP).  According to the latest UNEP report, bushmeat trade and consumption poses the greatest risk to the lives  of apes, particularly in Central Africa. West and Central Africans consume a variety of 60 different species of  animals, says the report. 

      Enthusiasts of ape meat in Mabia, are mainly the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who recently settled in      the area after migrating from the northern Raga County. 

      They fled to Mabia, Tambura County, mid 2001, following the recapture of Raga County by forces allied to      the Government of Sudan, and subsequent murder of civilians.  As the over 17,000 survivors struggle to settle down in their new home, ape meat has proved handy to most families. 

      The rest of their food has mainly been supplemented by a number of Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS)      agencies, chiefly CARE International and World Food Programme (WFP). 

      The apes are largely hunted from their habitat in the neighbouring Western Equatorial thickets that     characterise this part of Sudan.   In the neighbouring countries of Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the Central African Republic (CAR),  monkeys, chimpanzees, and gorillas started thinning in number towards the end of last year. 

      Scientists estimate that unless this trend is reversed, the apes, which number less than 300,000 in total, will      certainly be extinct in the next 50 years. Many other wildlife species will be long gone by then.   Now primatologists are expressing new concerns following the persistent outbreak of the deadly ebola disease. To date, it has claimed over 700 lives along the CAR-Sudan border region. 

      Experts fear this outbreak is getting more virulent. They also believe ebola is triggered by the consumption      of infected ape meat. The meat is a staple food among remote forest communities, and deemed a delicacy in      many urban centres in this region. 

      Ebola takes its name from a river in the DRC, where it was discovered in 1976. The worst outbreak was      there in 1995, when more than 250 people died. 

      In Mabia though, no ebola-related deaths have been reported to date among the local communities or the      IDPs settled in the area. The ebola threat notwithstanding, those who partake of the ape meat are truly hooked to it, and no amount of advice can dissuade them from licking their fingers. 

      Monkey meat is real tasty, especially if dried and fried well by use of tomatoes, onions and some garlic,      explains Jan-Marie Luwala, a mother of four from Ezo on the CAR-Sudan border. 

      According to UNEP, nearly 55 percent of the populations in Sudan, CAR and DRC depend on bushmeat (or      game meat) for their supply of valuable protein ingredients. 

      The meat accounts for between 80 and 90 percent of the protein consumed by residents of Liberia and     between 70 percent of what those living south of the Ivory Coast consume, says the UNEP report. 

      The danger of it all, though, is that bushmeat is not inspected by the authorised veterinary officers to  ensure it is fit for human consumption.   Furthermore, the meat is produced and transported without being subjected to hygiene checks. The human      health implications posed by bushmeat are numerous and deadly, some are even unknown, warns UNEP. 

      In the past, bushmeat was part of the diet of forest-dwelling communities and only source of protein.     Today, it is taken as a symbol of prestige mainly in luxurious restaurants.  This has had a devastating effect on wildlife, and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), a United Nations conservation convention, has accordingly set up a crisis task force to  manage a global campaign against unsustainable trade in wildlife meat. 

      In Africa, the chimpanzee, gorilla and bonobo, are primarily found in Central and West Africa, with a few in      Tanzania, Uganda and Sudan. None are naturally found in Kenya. They are a delicacy in Central and West      Africa, and their meat find way to Europe to supply an exclusive demand from the elite African immigrant      community from these sub-regions. 

      According to records from the British Customs body, an average traffic of 1,000 tonnes of bushmeat is     smuggled into the United Kingdom annually, with about 200 airport seizures per month.

________________________________________________________________________________________

China Business Daily News

September 8, 2003

CHINA AND CANADA TO MAKE FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION

 BEIJING, September 09, SinoCast -- On September 2, 2003, Xie Zhenhua, director of State Environmental      Protection Administration of China (SEPA), resigned the memorandum of understanding for environmental      cooperation with David Anderson, minister of Environment Canada, who was visiting Beijing during the time.

      Their officials responsible for foreign affairs also signed the 2003 to 2004 working program. Xie and Anderson  held a bilateral talk and exchanged opinions of the two sides on important issues including sustainable      environmental development and trade, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), mercury pollution,      electronic waste, global observation.

      The two sides continued to sign the memorandum twice and to make new great achievements on their      environmental cooperation during the period, since both had signed the memorandum of understanding for      environmental cooperation for the first time in March 1992.

      Through their cooperative efforts, both are involved in researching collaborations on the sustainability,      environmental education, public consciousness, and an array of exchange visits, technologies exchange, and      cooperation. Their high leaders are concerned about their typical successes on environmental cooperation.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Agence France Presse

September 6, 2003 Saturday

Global environmental congress kicks off in South Africa

DURBAN, South Africa, Sept 6

Thousands of environmentalists will descend on South Africa Monday to focus on the world's 44,000  protected areas in a once-a-decade global event which is being staged for the first time in Africa.

      The 10-day World Parks Congress (WPA) in the eastern port city of Durban will draw some 2,500 experts  from across the world, with the role that protected areas can serve in alleviating poverty at the core of their talks.

     "The World Parks Congress is the premier global event where the big issues for the protected area profession will be drawn out and debated," congress spokeswoman Xenya Cherny said in a statement ahead of the opening ceremony Monday evening. 

      "Durban will influence African decision-makers and act as a stimulus for increased support and action for the central role that protected areas can play in the livelihoods of the peoples of Africa."

      The four previous congresses played an important role in assisting governments create new protected areas  and direct more resources toward the conservation of local biodiversity.  This year's gathering will deliver a global "report card" flush with statistical data to analyse current issues, such as how protected areas can anticipate and adapt to global change.

      "Protected areas represent some of humankind's earliest efforts to conserve the natural resources on which our survival and well-being depend," the advance statement said.  Development has devastated and diminished natural resources the past century, but the number of protected areas has nevertheless increased from only a handful in 1900 to 44,000 today.

      They cover more than 10 percent of the Earth's land surface.

      "Although protected areas have never been needed more, the threats to these areas continue to increase,"  Cherny said.    "Whether as reservoirs of biological diversity, sources of clean air and water, buffers from storms, sinks for  carbon or places to reconnect with nature, protected areas are vitally important to safeguarding our future."

      The WWF conservation group's vice president, Bill Eichbaum, said the gathering would not only focus on the protection of biodiversity, but also its impact on local communities.      "As protected areas are developed, it must be done in ways to take into account the needs and values of the local people," Eichbaum told AFP.

      He added the congress also needed to focus on marine protection, which has lagged behind in being  earmarked for conservation purposes.     "We have been expanding our protection areas on land but not the marine environment and fresh water environments. We would like to see renewed and invigorated attention given to that," Eichbaum said. The Washington-based Conservation International will present its "Global Gap Analysis" at the conference, a study on the link between protected areas and endangered species, spokesman Jim Wyss said in a statement.

      Scientists mapped the ranges of more than 15,000 bird, amphibian and mammal species and overlaid the  data with maps of the world's most protected areas. They discovered that "more than 700 threatened species have no protection over any part of their ranges.  These gap species point out the critical holes in the world's protected area network," he said.   The financial implications of preserving nature will also come under discussion.

      Conservation International is expected to "put a price tag" on the continuing loss of species and habitat,  and to estimate how much it costs to keep the world's protected areas running effectively. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Parks Congress to Focus on Global Protected Areas 

  JOHANNESBURG - Conservationists gather in South Africa this week to discuss how to preserve the planet's natural heritage with  experts warning that more than 11,000 species of animals and plants risk extinction. 

  The conference, beginning in Durban yesterday, will focus on the world's protected nature areas and how poor countries can make conservation pay for itself. 

  Former South African President Nelson Mandela and Jordan's Queen Noor will open the fifth World Parks Congress, run by the IUCN (World Conservation Union), which is expecting 2,500 delegates. 

  IUCN president Yolanda Kakabadse Navarro said that, despite the many challenges, much progress had been made since the last  congress in Venezuela in 1992, with about 12 percent of the planet's surface now classified as "protected" - double the area a decade ago. 

  "Turning 'paper parks' into real parks is one of the big challenges facing the conservation community," she said.   "Paper Parks" refer to those that are protected on paper but offer little security to their flora and fauna. 

  A fifth of Indonesia's Papua province is national parkland or nature reserve, but environmentalists say the smuggling of rare and endangered birds is rife. 

  In war-battered countries such as the vast Democratic Republic of Congo, where the state has no writ beyond the capital, parks are parks in name only. 

  According to the IUCN's 2002 Red List of Endangered Species, there are 11,167 species of animals and plants known to be threatened with extinction. 

  Its 2000 Red List estimated almost one in four mammal species and one in eight bird species were at some risk.   The 10-day conference, which will draw up a global conservation plan, will look at ways to make conservation self-financing, for example  through ecotourism. 

  "The economics of conservation and national parks is something that will have to be addressed," South Africa's Environment Minister  Valli Moosa told Reuters Television. 

  "Who pays for conservation?...If national parks have to, on a level playing field, compete for taxpayers' money with things like urgent  healthcare needs, primary education, and those sorts of things, then (they) really don't have much of a future, particularly in the  developing world." 

  The theme of the conference is "Benefits Beyond Boundaries" which broadly refers to extending the gains of conservation outside park  borders, for example by providing ecotourism jobs for nearby rural cmmunities.   The conference has been held once a decade since 1962. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Oil and wildlife 'can co-exist' 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     In a rare tribute to the energy industry, scientists have praised one  company's record in exploiting an African oilfield. 

     They say Shell's field has more wild creatures than the surrounding national parks. 

     The company says its environment policy has changed radically in the last 30  years. 

     It is working with the scientists on an international code of practice for  other companies in sensitive areas. 

     The scientists' surprising endorsement of Shell's work is featured in Oil's Well?, a film made by Television Trust for the Environment (TVE) and shown in its Sustainable World series on BBC World. 

     Click here to watch the programme 

     The scientists, from the US-based Smithsonian Institution, are completing a  two-year study of Shell's operations in its Rabi oilfield, in the central west  African state of Gabon. 

     The world is losing 10 million hectares (25 m acres) of rainforest annually,  though Gabon's is better protected than that of many countries: 85% of Gabon  remains forested. 

     The Smithsonian team has been working with local scientists to compile the  most detailed study ever undertaken of the Gabonese forest's biodiversity. 

     Together they have found many more species than the Americans had  expected - at least 95 sorts of amphibian, for example. 

     The preliminary survey results show the Rabi field has a higher level of  biodiversity than even the surrounding national parks. 

     Forest left intact 

     Shell tells the film crew about the techniques it is using to try to minimise its  impact - specially narrow forest roads, for instance, whose verges are seeded with a mulch of indigenous plant seeds and nutrients to encourage growth and prevent erosion. 

     Land clearance around the wellheads is kept to a minimum, and no permanent settlements are allowed in the forest. 

     Laura Jackson, of Shell Gabon, explains how technology has advanced: "Recent developments in drilling mean that we no longer have to limit ourselves to  vertical holes through the reservoir. 

     "Now we are able to use our drilling tools to turn the corner and to drill 90  degrees through the reservoir. 

     "So that should reduce the number of wells we have to drill and also helps our  production in the shorter term." 

     Brian Ward of Shell Africa says: "I guess 30 years ago we would have looked at  the environmental impact more as a reactive response to what we were doing,  for example cleaning up any mess we had made, oil spills and so on. 

     Hopes bettered 

     "And latterly... we are really talking about how we can pre-empt damage, how we can design into our projects environmental protection... " 

     The Smithsonian scientists say the company is acting on many of their recommendations, often with encouraging results. 

  One says: "When I was first told we were doing a survey of an oilfield in Gabon, I wasn't quite sure what to expect. 

     "Typically, as a conservationist, when I think of the oil industry and so forth, it equates to habitat loss, contamination of wetlands and so forth. 

     Involving its peers 

     "So I suppose my expectations were rather low. Right now we are at Rabi, and  there is a swamp just on my left here, which is just 200 metres off one of those gas-burning flares, and there are at least 10 different species calling from  them. 

     "They are doing very well, and it is comparable to swamps nearby. This site still maintains good species diversity and very strong, viable populations of amphibians... 

     "As long as your overall system is still functioning at a very high quality, small compromises here and there are something we should learn to live with." 

     Shell and the Smithsonian are now working on an international code of practice for sensitive areas with other energy majors including BP, Statoil and Chevron  Texaco. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

China Floods Surge, People 'Really Scared' 

  BEIJING - Floods that have killed dozens in China's drought-prone province of Shaanxi and forced half a million people to flee their homes  showed no let-up yesterday with a third flood crest sweeping along a tributary of the Yellow River, officials said. 

  Chinese troops have joined local residents in northwestern Weinan, heaving stones and laying sandbags, supported by wooden piles,  along the Weihe, the largest tributary of the Yellow River. 

  "It's the first time I've seen anything like this," said local businessman Duan Hailin, adding that all his workers had gone to help fight back the waters. 

  "People are really scared." 

  Weinan is about 50 km (30 miles) east of Xian, the home of China's famed terracotta warriors and several km away from the river. 

  According to local sources, over 30,000 military personnel stationed in Weinan have been keeping vigil, monitoring the vast embankments  which have already burst in five places, for further breaches.   About 90,000 houses have collapsed and 230,000 more had suffered damage, one official said.   "There is an urgent need for tents," he added. 

  Su Chaoying, a manager of the county transportation company in Huaxian, about 30 km east of Weinan, said about 120,000 farmers and  villagers had poured into the town seeking refuge. 

  "Tents can be seen one after another along the streets," he told Reuters by phone, adding that the water's edge was close to town.   "We've put up a temporary dyke made of sand bags in the north of town," he said. "There are also some anti-terrorism forces in the town  to maintain stability." 

  The Huaxian county government confirmed 120,000 people had sought refuge in the town and some schools had closed and been turned   into temporary accommodation for soldiers. 

  The third flood crest was expected to hit the county late yesterday and raise the water flow to 2,600 cubic meters per second. Officials did   not give a comparative figure. 

  Floods and landslips in Shaanxi have killed at least 38 people. About 500,000 people had been evacuated to higher ground since the heavy rains began at the end of August, one official said. 

  Story Date: 9/9/2003 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Parched Rhine Longs for Rain, Shipping Suffers 

  COLOGNE, Germany - The river Rhine, Europe's busiest waterway and one of its longest, is thirsty. 

  The 820 mile-long river, famous for its medieval castles and crucial to European transport, is at record low levels after a heat wave, hurting firms that rely on the trade artery. 

  "It is very, very, very low," said 64-year-old pensioner Willy Pilgram, whose apartment building in Cologne overlooks the river.   Piles of dry rocks and stones, littered with beer cans, plastic bottles and other garbage are heaped up along one bank of the Rhine, while a patch of sand on the other side stretches along like a beach where water normally laps at a stone wall. 

  "Everyone is saying that they haven't seen it so low in ages," said Cologne resident Melanie Maureder, 30. "Normally you don't see the rocks down here." 

  Certain sections of the Rhine are at their lowest point in more than 100 years, according to the German inland waterways navigation authority WSA. 

  As a result, cruise operators and shipping companies, which move 200 million tones of freight in the German section of the river alone, are  seeing sales drop as barges are unable to fill to capacity. Passenger ships are carrying fewer tourists because they cannot reach the shore  to pick them up. 

  The rain is coming, though only in showers, and after months of often deadly heat across Europe, the parched river is only partially refilling. 

  But the damage from the low water levels is not over and the outlook is far from good. 

  "It would have to rain twice a week continuously for the water level to slowly rise again," said Gerd Franke, head of the Cologne water and  shipping authority. 

  Even worse, September is a traditionally dry month, he said. 

  "We have not yet made it through the critical period." 

  LIGHT BARGES, SHAKING POTS 

  The Rhine, which flows through Switzerland, Germany and the Netherlands, is Europe's busiest inland waterway and freighters that  transport oil, gas and foodstuffs have felt the pain of low water levels especially keenly.   "The Rhine is the main artery of European inland navigation," said Ervin Spitzer, deputy business manager of German inland shipping organization BDB. 

  He said the low water meant barges were traveling less than half full and forcing companies to use four or five boats where one would  normally have sufficed.   Shipping firms have charged a low-water supplement to help offset the sales decline, Spitzer said. The charge could increase the risk of  losing business to rail and road transport firms, though Spitzer said figures were not available to show how much that had occurred. 

  In the Cologne area, barges move slowly down the middle of the river, while on the shore, ramps to passenger boats angle sharply  downward to reach their respective ships. 

  Norbert Schmitz, the head of cruise ship operator Koeln-Duesseldorfer Deutsche Rheinschiffahrt AG, said the shallow water had forced it  to close nine locations because the ships could not dock.   Two have been reopened but sales in August were down 15 percent as a result of the closures, he said. 

  Some car ferries have also stopped their services because they could not reach the ramps. 

  The conditions have forced Rhine traffic to move slower, causing delays and sometimes straining engines. 

  "When the water is high the ship runs along smoothly," said Anton Ingen, 60, the captain of the 184-passenger ship Statendam.   But low water levels have caused his boat to vibrate more, requiring an extra person in the kitchen to hold on to the pots.   The ship, which sometimes sails from Arnhem in the Netherlands to the Swiss city of Basel, has had to alter its routes. 

  "The last time we did not go all the way to Basel," said Gerhard von Denberg, the ship's chief cook. "The risk was too big that we would  get stuck." 

  However, despite the damaging effect of the low Rhine on inland navigation, economists said it would not have a major effect on Germany's already stagnant economy. 

  "For the economy in (the state of) North Rhine-Westphalia or in Germany, it's not a problem," said WestLB economist Holger Sandte.   Economist Ulrike Kastens said the inland navigation sector made up only 0.2 percent of Germany's gross domestic product. 

  "For the full economy, it's a non-event," she said. 

  Nonetheless, those affected by the low levels are hoping the waterway will fill up again soon, not least to cover up some of the rubbish the lower riverbanks have revealed: beer cans, furniture, bikes and the mangled remains of old cars. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

WHO Warns of SARS Resurgence, Urges Vigilance 

  MANILA - The head of the World Health Organization warned health specialists yesterday of a possible resurgence of the deadly SARS  virus later this year and urged countries to boost surveillance. 

  "None of us can predict what will happen later this year. Will SARS come back or not?" director-general Lee Jong-wook told a five-day  WHO regional committee meeting in Manila. 

  "We have to prepare on the assumption that this will come back. Our challenge now is to enhance surveillance networks that will detect  and deal with SARS if it does come back," Lee said in his opening address. 

  Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome killed more than 800 people after it apparently jumped to humans from animals in southern China late  last year and was then spread worldwide by travelers. 

  It infected a total of about 8,500 people, trimmed economic growth and cost billions of dollars in lost business. 

  "We are certain that the human-to-human transmission of the virus stopped in July and it hasn't come back yet. But the virus is still out  there," Peter Cordingley, WHO's head of public information in the Western Pacific region, told Reuters. 

  "We think it's quite likely lurking in the wild animal population in southern China. There's absolutely no guarantee that it won't jump the species barrier again and come back." 

  WHO officials and other medical experts have said they are not sure if SARS, which has no known cure, was a disease confined to winter  months. 

  "We don't know anything about this virus really. We know it has a name, but we are not sure where it comes from. We don't know how it  spread," Cordingley said. 

  He said the WHO does not expect a SARS vaccines to be developed soon because the scientific work on where the virus came from and  how it spread to humans was not yet complete. 

  Researchers in Singapore said last week they had developed a test kit capable of detecting the virus in 15 minutes. 

  Other officials said flu cases reported recently in China, Hong Kong and the Canadian city of Vancouver turned out not to be associated  with SARS. 

  SPREAD FROM ANIMALS 

  The WHO suspects that SARS originated from wild animals commonly used for food in China. 

  "We think there is good reason to suspect that this virus comes from civet cats, raccoon dogs. We don't know which animal," Cordingley said. 

  The WHO criticized Beijing's decision last month to lift a ban imposed in May on the sale of 54 species.   In a recent study conducted on about 100 animal species by a team of Chinese and U.N. zoological disease specialists, some species  showed a positive result for a virus similar to the one that causes SARS. 

  "It's an internal matter of the Chinese government, and we don't have any policy-making rule in China, but we have told them that we think this is premature," Cordingley said. 

  "We think it will just make life difficult for everybody." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________Reuters

Prestige Oil Still Marks Galicia Nine Months On 

  FINISTERRE, Spain - On a sunny afternoon in the quaint Galician fishing port of Finisterre, life appears to have returned to normal nine  months after the Prestige tanker disaster shook this community to its core. 

  Brightly painted boats bob in the bay and tourists pack the quayside cafes as the lucrative summer tourist season brings thousands of  visitors to the wild coastline of Spain's most westerly point. 

  It is a far cry from last November when the 26-year-old Prestige broke in two in churning Atlantic seas some 150 miles off the coast,  spilling 63,000 tones of fuel in Spain's worst-ever environmental disaster. 

  The Xunta, as the regional government is called in Galician, has declared the crisis over in an effort to revive tourism and the fishing  industry which are the bedrock of the local economy. 

  "Of 723 beaches in Galicia, 711 are clean and where there is still fuel, it is only small deposits which do not spoil the enjoyment of the  beaches," said the Xunta's latest statement. 

  But a visit to a nearby beach shows the contrary.   Not far from Finisterre's picture-postcard harbour, groups of volunteers blast the rocks with high-pressure hoses trying to remove  persistent black stains, while on the beach workers wearing plastic gloves pick up blobs of tar. 

  Nine months after the ecological disaster, some 2,300 workers are still cleaning over 30 tonnes a day of tarry residues from Galicia's  beaches. Three quarters of the $35.7 million budget to clean Galicia's coast comes from European Union funds. 

  Each new tide dumps fresh deposits of sludge, dampening the spirits of workers like Maria who are paid by the local council.   "We do not have any special equipment here. It's almost like they want the work to take longer. The longer it takes, the more money comes  from Madrid and Brussels," she said. 

  DECISION CRITICIZED 

  Environmental groups, opposition politicians and many locals railed against the government's handling of the disaster.   They say Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar's government worsened the fuel spill by ordering the Prestige onto the high seas with a 35-foot  gash in its hull, where it floundered for six days before breaking up. 

  "We people who know the sea could not understand the decision. It would have been better to take the tanker to a bay, unload its cargo and limit the pollution," said Alberto Castro, whose family owns a hotel in Finisterre. 

  But, after initial outcry focused around the protest group "Never Again," the anger of Galicians appears to have ebbed. Spain's ruling  center-right Popular Party (PP) - which has held control of conservative Galicia's Xunta for 22 years - won local elections in May. 

  Opposition politicians attributed the victory to subsidies dished out by the local government. 

  By the middle of 2003, the Xunta had paid 121 million euros to more than 20,000 victims, the majority of them fishermen who received 40  euros a day until the fishing ban was lifted in August. 

  "Suddenly, when it was time to claim compensation, everyone said fishing provided their only income and between the whole family they  got about 3,600 euros a month, an amount they couldn't even dream of in their everyday lives," Castro said. 

  "There are even those who are calling for 'Another One' mocking the protest group 'Never Again'," Castro said. 

  SPILL WORSE THAN FIRST CLAIMED 

  Only recently has the government admitted the Prestige spilled 63,000 tonnes of fuel, rather than the 40,000 tonnes it initially claimed,  making the spill almost twice as big as the Exxon Valdez disaster which ravaged Alaska's coast in 1989. 

  A black tide of pollution has swept all along the Bay of Biscay, reaching as far as the French resort of Biarritz. France recently estimated  thousands of tonnes of fuel remain at sea.   "The government still has an irrefutable tendency to inform the public poorly, or insufficiently, or even to deceive public opinion," said El  Pais in a recent editorial on the Prestige. 

  Meanwhile, the Prestige languishes three km (two miles) under the waves on the sea floor, still holding an estimated 14,000 tonnes of fuel.   The stream of oil seeping from the two halves of the wreck has slowed to a trickle after robots sealed the cracks. 

  This month oil firm Repsol YPF, in charge of finding a permanent solution to the environmental hazard, plans to use robots to fix a valve to  the hull and then drain oil from the wreck into gigantic bags capable of holding 250 tonnes each. 

  If that fails, the alternative is to attach a canopy to the wreck, mix a solvent with the sticky tar-like fuel to ease its exit and then suck it up to the surface using a tube. 

  But the problem remains what to do with the tens of thousands of tonnes of fuel on dry land. 

  In the Galician town of Cerceda, a basin of oil the size of a football pitch blights the rugged, green landscape and the fragrance of  rain-soaked forests is suddenly replaced by the heady stench of tar. There are several other such tar dumps dotted throughout Galicia. 

  In the nearby city of La Coruna, an elegant port famed for the glass balconies of its town houses, restaurateurs complain that consumers do not want fish. 

  Chef Angela Varela said occasionally she opens a clam or a cockle and finds oil inside. 

  "There's about 20 to 30 percent fewer tourists than last year," said Elvira Pazos, owner of a restaurant in the central tourist area. "People  are a bit reluctant to eat fish and shellfish...I understand how people feel."  __________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE
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General Environmental news

World Parks Congress gets underway in Durban 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The future of the world's parks, nature reserves and other protected areas was under the spotlight on Monday with the opening of the fifth World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa. The World Conservation Union congress has attracted 2,500 delegates who will review the state of protected areas and work out strategies for the future preservation of the world's natural heritage. According to the World Conservation Union's 2002 list of endangered species, there are 11,167 species of animals and plants known to be threatened with extinction. It estimated that almost one in four mammal species and one in eight bird species are at some risk of this. Former South African President Nelson Mandela and Jordan's Queen Noor will open the event later on Monday. South Africa's newest environmental legislation – the Biodiversity and Protected Areas Bills -- will come under the spotlight at the Congress, particularly from environmental groups which claim that it fails to rein in those in charge of managing the fragile ecology and wilderness areas. South Africa's Minister of Environment and Tourism, Mohammed Valli Moosa, is expected to showcase the new legislation, but animal welfare groups are sounding alarm bells, saying the new Bills -- intended to create and manage the structures in charge of South African biodiversity -- in fact gives these bodies unreasonable powers of autonomy and decision-making. 

The theme of the conference, "Benefits Beyond Boundaries" refers to extending the gains of conservation outside park borders by providing ecotourism jobs for nearby rural communities. The conference has been held once a decade around the world since 1962.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011275&dte=08/09/2003
World Bank to support nature tourism in Africa 

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - The World Bank and the Development Bank of Southern Africa have pledged continued support for countries, institutions and communities seeking a balanced approach to sustainable nature tourism development, according to a joint report by the two banks. They emphasized the importance of nature tourism in generating revenue for the development of local communities and for conservation. The joint report released Monday at the World Parks Congress underway in Durban said efforts to improve the conservation of biodiversity should go beyond the 'wildlife industry' to building the foundations of a 'nature tourism economy.' The report titled "Nature Tourism, Conservation and Development in KwaZulu Natal," is based on a World Bank research project on nature tourism and conservation undertaken in KwaZulu Natal, South Africa to assess how institutions, policies and management can enhance the contribution of nature tourism to development. It examines the impact of nature tourism in KwaZulu Natal, focusing on key areas of economic development, social equity, and biodiversity conservation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011301&dte=08/09/2003
Flood displaces thousands in Nigerian northern city   

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - A relentless downpour in Nigeria's northern city of Kaduna has displaced thousands of people and submerged hundreds of houses, according to Nigerian forced River Kaduna to overflow its banks, flooding several parts of the city. "The areas are still heavily flooded as the rains continue pour," Red Cross Spokesman Patrick Bawa told PANA in Lagos Monday, warning. More than 70 Red Cross volunteers were said to be assisting soldiers on rescue operations across the city, which had witnessed devastating instances of communal and religious violence in the past.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011353&dte=08/09/2003
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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UN or UNEP in the news

World Parks Congress opens in South Africa
DURBAN, South Africa, Sept. 8 (Xinhuanet) -- The 5th World Parks Congress opened in the South African coastal city of Durban on Monday with the theme "Protected Areas: Benefits Beyond Boundaries." 
The congress is a once in a decade opportunity to take stock ofthe global protected area estate and define priorities for future action. It attracts 2,500 specialists, government officials and representatives from the private sector from 170 countries.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-09/08/content_1070318.htm 

General environment news

Climate change tops agenda of Pacific ministers 
Go Asia Pacific, September 9, 2003 - Environment ministers and representatives from Pacific Island countries will this week attend a special meeting in the Samoan capital, Apia.
The South Pacific Regional Environment Program meeting will examine issues of concern to the region, such as over fishing, logging and coral depletion.
Program Director, Asterio Takesy, says climate change is also a major topic of discussion. 
"And so we also need to be looking at the threats that are threatening the region: climate change and its related effect such as sea level rise; more frequent and more violent destructive hurricanes; the tidal waves, tsunamis as you will; the variability of climate throughout the region. This is impacting on people's lives as well as its resources," he said. 
http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNP_941697.htm 

WHO Warns of SARS Resurgence, Urges Vigilance
Reuters, September 9, 2003, Philippines - MANILA - The head of the World Health Organization warned health specialists yesterday of a possible resurgence of the deadly SARS virus later this year and urged countries to boost surveillance.
"None of us can predict what will happen later this year. Will SARS come back or not?" director-general Lee Jong-wook told a five-day WHO regional committee meeting in Manila. 
"We have to prepare on the assumption that this will come back. Our challenge now is to enhance surveillance networks that will detect and deal with SARS if it does come back," Lee said in his opening address.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/22158/story.htm 

China Floods Surge, People 'Really Scared'
Reuters, September 9, 2003 – CHINA - BEIJING - Floods that have killed dozens in China's drought-prone province of Shaanxi and forced half a million people to flee their homes showed no let-up yesterday with a third flood crest sweeping along a tributary of the Yellow River, officials said.
Chinese troops have joined local residents in northwestern Weinan, heaving stones and laying sandbags, supported by wooden piles, along the Weihe, the largest tributary of the Yellow River. 
"It's the first time I've seen anything like this," said local businessman Duan Hailin, adding that all his workers had gone to help fight back the waters.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/22157/story.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –8 September 2003

www.ips.org
WTO-CANCUN:
Axing U.S. Subsidies Will Hurt All Farmers - Report 

Stephen Leahy 

U.S. agriculture subsidies of nearly 20 billion dollars annually hurt small growers in both the developing South and the United States but, paradoxically, eliminating those trade-distorting supports would not benefit either group, according to a new U.S. report. 
   "We have found conclusive evidence... that international trade policies have indeed led the way for the global downward spiral of farm prices and farm income," but ending those policies would hurt both farmers in the United States and developing countries, says Daryll Ray, co-author of the report.

BROOKLIN, Canada, Sep 6 (IPS) - U.S. agriculture subsidies of nearly 20 billion dollars annually hurt small growers in both the south and the United States but, paradoxically, eliminating those trade-distorting supports would not benefit either group, according to a new U.S. report. 

"We have found conclusive evidence through our analysis that international trade policies have indeed led the way for the global downward spiral of farm prices and farm income," said Daryll Ray, director of the University of Tennessee's Agricultural Policy Analysis Centre (APAC) and co-author of the report. 

But simply ending those policies would destroy the U.S. farm and rural economy, and would perpetuate, not alleviate, the problems facing farmers in developing countries, he added in a statement at the study's release Wednesday. 

The report, 'Rethinking U.S. Agricultural Policy: Changing Course to Secure Farmer Livelihoods Worldwide', details how the nation's farm policy has abandoned a policy of market stabilisation in favour of production and trade liberalisation with a disastrous result: record-low crop prices. 

This cheap-grain policy has benefited multinational agri-business firms, large U.S. livestock operators, and importers -- not U.S. crop farmers, who now sell grain below their cost of production. 

Sponsored by Oxfam America and endorsed by several U.S. farm and commodity organisations, the report says that foreign competitors rightly charge the United States with dumping its excess production on world markets for less than the cost of production. 

That in turn, ratchets up the cost of competitors' farm programmes (those of the European Union, EU, for example) and damages the agricultural economies of developing countries. 

The main U.S. subsidy programme, Freedom to Farm, began in 1996. Since then, world prices for the four chief U.S. farm exports -- corn, wheat, soybeans and cotton -- have plunged more than 40 percent. 

"The outcome of this 'race to the bottom' is certain: all farmers around the world will lose," the report concludes. 

U.S. farm policy is not working for farmers anywhere in the world, said John Dittrich, a Nebraska farmer and analyst for the American Corn Growers, in a statement. His group and a number of other sponsors of the report are travelling to Cancun, Mexico for next week's World Trade Organisation (WTO) meeting to present the report. 

Even in the unlikely event that the 300 billion dollars in annual global farm subsidies were eliminated, family-based agriculture would continue to spiral downward because of continued low commodity prices, adds John Hansen of the National Farmers Union (NFU). 

"Farmer-orientated policies and international cooperation are the real solutions," he added in a release. 

And simply getting rid of agricultural subsidies will not help farmers in the South, because prices will not go up, says Daniel De La Torre Ugart, an agricultural economist at APAC and co-author of the report. 

The real problem is that too many U.S. acres are producing too much food for export, Ugart told IPS. 

Without subsidies, U.S. farmers would simply shift from growing cotton and rice to corn, soy and wheat, he adds; the mix of crops would change but the same number of acres would continue to be farmed. 

Even if prices are low, farmers will always plant as many acres as they can because leaving acres idle means no income, while taxes, rent and equipment costs must still be paid, he explained. For that reason, the total acreage farmed in the United States is about the same today as it was 100 years ago, long before the fad of government subsidies. 

As for world prices, the centre's computer models shows that cotton and rice prices might rise five percent if subsidies ended, but prices for corn, soy and wheat would fall because of the increased production. 

A similar study by The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) found that if all of the world's agricultural subsidies vanished, prices for grains would only rise slightly -- three percent for corn and 1.5 percent for rice -- by the year 2020. Larger increases would be expected in dairy and meat sectors -- 20 and 5 percent, respectively. 

"Agriculture doesn't fit the textbook model of free trade and free markets. It has no chance of working as free trade is preached today," Ugart says. 

Instead, the University of Tennessee agricultural economists offer a strategy that involves reducing U.S. acres in production through short-term acreage ''asides'' and longer-term acreage reserves. That would reduce U.S. exports and help the world's other farmers, they say. 

Another way to boost prices and improve the world's food security would be to create a U.S. farmer-owned food security reserve. With reserves of global grain and other food stocks approaching 50-year lows, this proposal could help stave off price spikes if a major disaster, such as widespread drought, affects agriculture. 

A third strategy would see Washington buy up surplus harvests to maintain a price floor for each crop. If prices were to rise too high, the government would sell off the surplus creating a price ceiling. "That stability would be good for everyone worldwide," Ugart believes. 

If these strategies were followed, total cropland planted in the eight major U.S. crops would drop by 14 million acres in the first year, according to the centre's computer model. Prices for the major commodities should increase substantially -- 23 percent for soybeans and 30 percent for corn. 

The report also predicts that net farm income of U.S. farmers would rise as government payments fall by more than 10 billion dollars a year. 

While these proposals are not novel, people have been so overwhelmed by the dogma of unregulated markets, getting government out of agriculture and free trade that they have forgotten that agriculture is different, Ugart says. 

"What we hope this report does is to bring people back __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

Agriculture row casts a shadow over WTO talks

A bitter controversy over agricultural subsidies in rich nations will be key to the success or failure of talks to liberalise trade at a crucial World Trade Organisation meeting in Mexico this week.

Poor nations as well as agricultural giants like Australia say they face unfair competition because of subsidies paid to farmers in the United States, the European Union and Japan

The WTO divides domestic farm subsidies into three categories. Those which most distort trade and upset poor nations are called "amber box" subsidies and consist of government grants that influence which crops farmers plant.

The most benign type of payment is called "green box." It is income support with no links to what farmers produce and includes payments for environmental or conservation purposes.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=61037&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=26172
Kuwait
Environment authority declares Gulf awards

The preparatory meeting of the environment prize authority for the Gulf Cooperation Council states started here yesterday headed by the Deputy Director of the Environment Public Authority (EPA) Rashed Al-Reshood.
In a press release issued yesterday, Al-Reshood said that the meeting discussed the conditions and regulations of the prize and ways to improve them, in addition to ratifying the winners honouring ceremony on Tuesday.
He added that the GCC states have decided to grant the Best Environmental Personality Prize to the Chairman of the UAE Environment Public Authority Dr Salem Al-Thahery and the Best Environmental Researcher Prize to Director for bio-technology in Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) Dr Yousef Ahmad Al-Shayjy.
The Environmental Awareness Award was granted to Abu Dhabi Public Authority for Indigenous Research, the Radio and Television network of the Kingdom of Bahrain, Aramco Company, Oman's municipality and the public relations of Kuwait's Environment Public Authority.
He added that the meeting also named the winners in the industrial private sector and education institutes

http://www.kuwaittimes.net/today/local_news.shtml#4

Oman

Oman plans to set up facility for treatment of hazardous wastes

Oman is going ahead with plans to set up a national facility for the treatment of hazardous wastes, a senior official of the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources said here yesterday. 

Head of Water and Soil Pollution and Waste Management Ahmed Zahir Al Hinai said a feasibility study being carried out on the project was now nearing completion. He was speaking on the second day of a three-day 'Waste Management and Pest Control Conference' at Al Bustan Palace Hotel organised by the Muscat Municipality (MM). 

Mr Hinai said Oman gave special importance to hazardous waste management "in order to keep pace with industrial development and its accompanying increase in industrial wastes".

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2003/september/middleeast_september133.xml
___________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
World must forge post-Iraq unity, rich states must help poor – new Annan report

*
UN says camps for displaced persons now Liberia’s ‘new battlefields’

*
Iraq: Annan hopeful meetings with Security Council members will chart way forward 

*
Annan voices hope Abu Mazen’s resignation does not derail Middle East Road Map

*
UN conference calls for pressure to force Israel to bring down separation wall

*
Annan says expanded Security Council would enhance its legitimacy 

*
Iran must enhance cooperation, provide full nuclear details – UN agency

*
UN, strong civil society needed more than ever at this ‘crucial period’ – Fréchette

*
Annan notes achievements in protected areas, but says success is not guaranteed
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* * * *

Millennium Declaration

8 September – Launching his latest progress report on goals set in 2000 at the United Nations Millennium Summit, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for renewed world unity on security issues after the Iraq war, increased momentum if global development targets are to be met and rededication by rich countries to fulfil their pledges to the poor.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), ranging from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS to providing universal primary education, all by 2015, can still be reached by the deadline if during the remaining 12 years “we maintain and increase the momentum of the last three years,” Mr. Annan said at a press conference at UN Headquarters in New York to launch his report, formally titled Report on the Implementation of the Millennium Declaration 2003.

“But it depends on Member States being really determined to act on the commitments they have made,” he added.

On peace and security, Mr. Annan said: “I am not even sure whether the consensus and the vision that the Millennium Declaration expressed are still intact…We seem no longer to agree on what the main threats are, or on how to deal with them.” He added that he felt the UN system was not working as it should, and he has asked world leaders to come to the world body’s annual debate armed with good ideas on how to make it work better.

The report begins with a reference to the “major disaster” which befell the UN on 19 August, when a terrorist attack on its Baghdad headquarters killed 22 people, including the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello.

The attack was “a direct challenge to the vision of global security, rooted in the United Nations Charter,” which inspired the Millennium Declaration adopted by all world leaders at the Millennium Summit exactly three years ago, Mr. Annan says. It was the latest in a series of events which make the consensus they then expressed on world peace and security look “less solid than it did three years ago,” he adds.

In the chapter on peace and security, the longest in the report, he warns that “the international security architecture…must be able to adapt to the needs of our time,” but notes a worrying lack of consensus about what those needs are. While some States focus primarily on terrorism and the spread of weapons of mass destruction, “for many around the globe, poverty, deprivation and civil war remain the highest priority.”

Mr. Annan says it is “vitally important that the international community not allow the differences of the past months to persist, and that it find unity of purpose around a common security agenda,” which, he adds, “can only be achieved if States, in pursuing their national interests, show understanding and respect for global realities, and for the needs of others.”

The common security agenda, he continues, “should reflect a global consensus on the major threats to peace and security, be they old or new, and on our common response,” and “should not shy away from the need to improve and, where necessary, change the structure and functions of the United Nations and other international institutions.”

The Security Council needs to “regain the confidence of States and of world public opinion,” Mr. Annan says, and will be better able to do so “if it is perceived to be broadly representative of the international community as a whole and of the geo-political realities of the contemporary world.” He hopes, therefore, that Member States will redouble their efforts to reach agreement on enlarging the Council’s membership.

In the chapter on development, Mr. Annan places particular emphasis on the need for developed countries to meet their commitments to the developing world in the areas of trade, debt relief and aid. The success or failure of all the MDGs hinges on this, and developed countries should agree on time-bound deadlines for fulfilling their pledges, comparable to the 2015 target for outcomes such as halving extreme poverty and hunger.

In the chapter on human rights, democracy and good governance, he says “there is a danger that we may retreat from some of the important gains” made during the 1990s, as human rights come under pressure both from terrorism and from the methods used by countries to fight it.

The report concludes with a chapter on “reinforcing multilateral institutions” in which Mr. Annan calls for “a hard look” at the existing architecture of international institutions and, in particular, a review of the principal organs of the UN itself – not only the Security Council but also the General Assembly, Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and perhaps even the Trusteeship Council.

* * *

Liberia

8 September – Camps for internally displaced persons (IDP) have become the new battlefields in Liberia – where warring parties now compete with desperate families for the meagre resources provided by relief agencies – and thousands of people fleeing the country’s tense north-eastern region are pleading for improved security and emergency aid, the United Nations said today.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the plea for help from some 50,000 exhausted and hungry IDPs camped in and around Salala also underscored the importance of the deployment of the proposed UN peacekeeping operation in Liberia.

“Ensuring the safety of civilians receiving assistance is particularly challenging. In some cases, where a permanent security presence is absent, IDPs have discouraged the distribution of food, out of fear of being attacked and looted by combatants, despite their acute food needs,” said Ross Mountain, UN Special Humanitarian Coordinator.

Word of a major outbreak in fighting between government and rebel forces intensified over the weekend and is believed to have now emptied out several nearby towns, including Totota and Kakata, creating a mass exodus of IDPs towards the capital, Monrovia, some 120 kilometres away.

The rumours of new fighting and the sound of distant shelling set nearly 60,000 people on the march last week, and though many have stopped briefly in Salala, UN agencies fear battle-scarred, overcrowded Monrovia cannot absorb a new influx of IDPs.

“The deployment of ECOMIL up-country will be a major factor in providing a secure environment and boosting the ability and confidence of humanitarian agencies to deliver vital assistance that does not place vulnerable populations, and humanitarian workers, in jeopardy,” Mr. Mountain added, referring to the West African forces deployed to maintain a ceasefire.

An inter-agency assessment mission including OCHA, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) visited Salala and nearby Falala on Saturday. Members of the mission team, in consultation with non-governmental organization (NGO) partners, were able to reaffirm that after the vital need for security, the urgent humanitarian needs of the IDPs included the provision of basic shelter, access to potable water and food aid.

Despite the serious difficulties in the camps, “We are making inroads,” Mr Mountain said. Now humanitarian operations have resumed in Monrovia and outside the three axes, namely in rebel-controlled Tubmanburg in Bomi County, along the Kakata-Salala-Totota corridor in Margibi, and towards Buchanan in Grand Bassa County, also controlled by rebels. In these areas, relief agencies have begun to deliver much-needed assistance. Cross border missions are also scheduled from Côte d’Ivoire and Sierra Leone.

* * *

Iraq

8 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he hoped to meet this weekend with the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council as part of the effort to bridge differences on the way forward in Iraq.

That meeting, planned for Saturday in Geneva, as well as the one he held Monday in New York with the Council’s full membership, are all part of a “solution to the issues of Iraq that we are discussing now,” the Secretary-General told a news conference at UN Headquarters.

“The question of greater United Nations involvement [in Iraq], or the United Nations playing a leading role in the political area, is…something that several Member States have put forward, believing that this will bring greater legitimacy to the process and acceptability to the region,” Mr. Annan said.

“An essential part of the discussion is also to try to establish an Iraqi administration that will be responsible for running its own affairs; it is not so much for the United Nations to go in and take over the administration and management of Iraq, but for us to ensure that we accelerate the establishment of a Government and the transfer of authority and to have the Iraqis run their own affairs, as indicated in the Security Council resolution,” he added.

The Secretary-General noted that in situations where UN Member States have come together to deal with a crisis situation and establish a new political order, the United Nations has often run the political facilitation process and that his Special Representative has often led that process.

“If Member States, by coming together to deal with Iraq, want to see that model – whether the model of Afghanistan, Kosovo or East Timor – they are all on the table for discussion, and the United Nations has had good experience in these areas,” he said.

* * *
Middle East

8 September – Reacting to developments over the weekend in the Middle East, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the latest round of violence and voiced hope that the resignation of Palestinian Prime Minister Abu Mazen would not stall efforts to bring peace to the region.

In the first of a pair of statements issued today, a UN spokesman said the Secretary-General was “greatly troubled” by the intensifying cycle of violence, retaliation and revenge between Israelis and Palestinians. “He deplores the tendency of both sides to disregard their obligation to protect civilians under international humanitarian law,” the statement said.

The Secretary-General condemned Saturday’s attempt by Israel to assassinate the Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin. “Not only are extra-judicial killings a violation of international humanitarian law,” the statement said, “the attack on Sheikh Yassin also involved the use of disproportionate force in a densely populated civilian area.”

Mr. Annan also called on Israel to cease and desist from such acts and return to efforts at negotiation with its Palestinian partners, as outlined in the Quartet Road Map, a plan put forward by the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States calling for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two states living side by side in peace by 2005. “He fears that the alternative is still greater bloodshed and loss of innocent civilian life,” the statement added.

The second statement said the Secretary-General “very much hopes” that the resignation of Palestinian Prime Minister Abu Mazen would not derail efforts embodied in the Road Map to forge peace between Israelis and Palestinians.

“He believes it is important that the democratically elected Palestinian institutions reach consensus on the appointment of a credible and fully empowered Prime Minister, with all the necessary authority and means to implement Palestinian obligations under the Road Map,” the statement said.

* * *

Middle East

8 September – Civil society organizations have committed themselves to pressure their governments to condemn Israel’s “separation wall” in the occupied West Bank as part of its pattern of illegal settlement activity, according to a plan of action adopted by the United Nations International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian People.

Agreeing on the outline for the “Bring Down the Wall” campaign contained in the Action Plan, adopted at the end of the conference last Friday, civil society organizations also committed themselves to combining resources to educate the public, increase pressure on governments to condemn the wall’s illegality and demand its immediate destruction.  

Israel says the barrier, a complex series of walls, barriers, trenches and fences within the occupied West Bank that has nearly encircled and isolated some Palestinian towns and villages, is a security operation necessary to keep out suicide bombers.

The conference was organized by the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in New York.

* * *

Security Council

8 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for expanding the membership of the Security Council to make the 15-member body more democratic and more representative and thus give it greater legitimacy, especially in view of recent divisions over Iraq.

Replying to question at a news conference at which he launched his latest progress report on goals set in 2000 at the United Nations Millennium Summit, Mr. Annan declined to be drawn into specifics on who exactly the new members should be, who should be permanent members with the right of veto and who should be elected for specific terms, and what regions should be represented.

Instead he noted that UN membership had almost quadrupled since the world body was founded nearly 60 years ago and yet the structure of the Council had not changed since its first day, with five permanent members with the right of veto – China, France, the Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States – and 10 members elected for two-year terms from the various regions of the world.

“Yes, it implies expansion of the membership of the Council and allowing other regions and other groups to be represented on the Council,” he said on reforming UN institutions. “We started with 51 Member States and we are now 191 Member States.

“Yes, we are an organization of sovereign States, but the structure of the Council has not changed and I think it is about time that we took the reform very seriously. It will entail expansion in membership,” he added.

Asked whether that would mean an increase in permanent membership, he replied: “It could be increase in permanent membership as well as in ordinary, elected membership.”

At another point he said the need for Council reform was not questioned. “I think if we can reform the Council and make it more democratic and more representative, it will gain also in greater legitimacy. I think most Member States would want to see that happen,” he declared.

Noting that discussion of Security Council reform had been going on for more than a decade, Mr. Annan said: “But I think that in the current climate lots of leaders have been concerned about the state of the international peace and security architecture and would want to see something done about it. I think that the Iraqi crisis brought this to the fore.

“But in tackling it this time, I hope we will be much more creative and much more daring, and look at the issue in a broader context and really try to make progress. My sense in my contacts with leaders around the world is that they seem determined to move forward. We should all put our thinking caps on and really make some creative proposals.”

All the discussions on reform have considered the possibility of the creation of additional permanent seats and additional elected seats, “and I do not think you are going to get an agreement without allowing for that,” he added.

* * *

Iran

8 September – The head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency called on Iran today to enhance its cooperation and provide a complete, accurate declaration of all its nuclear activities to clear up questions arising from its failure, as a signatory to the treaty foreswearing nuclear weapons, to disclose certain material and activities.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei also said the situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), which has been reported to have said it would develop nuclear weapons, continued to pose a “serious and immediate” challenge to the nuclear non-proliferation regime. 

“Much urgent and essential work still remains before the agency can draw conclusions on the programme,” Mr. ElBaradei told the IAEA Board of Governors in Vienna of Iran’s nuclear programme, which Tehran says is for peaceful purposes of producing energy.

He noted that Iran, which has signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), had shown increased cooperation in providing information and allowing access to its facilities, and had expressed a readiness to enter into negotiations on concluding an additional protocol allowing enhanced inspections with unannounced on-the-spot visits.

“However, information and access were in some instances slow in coming, piecemeal and reactive, and at times the information provided has been inconsistent with that given previously,” he said of the recent visit by IAEA experts to Iran.

“I would strongly urge Iran, in the coming weeks, to show proactive and accelerated cooperation, and to demonstrate full transparency by providing the Agency with a complete and accurate declaration of all its nuclear activities. It is essential that all outstanding issues – particularly those involving high enriched uranium – be brought to closure as soon as possible, to enable the Agency to come to a definitive conclusion,” he added.

Mr. ElBaradei said it was now clear that, beginning in the mid-1980s, Iran embarked on an extensive fuel cycle research and development programme and he called on Tehran to provide a complete list of all imported equipment and components stated to have been contaminated with high enriched uranium particles, and identify the origin and date of receipt, including information about where it has been used or stored.

Iran should also address the IAEA’s conclusion that process testing of gas centrifuges must have been conducted in order for it to develop its enrichment technology to its current extent and provide complete information regarding the conduct of uranium conversion experiments.

He added that until a new protocol was brought into force, he hoped Iran would allow the IAEA prompt access to all sites and locations as well as allowing environmental samples to be taken as needed.

On the DPRK, Mr. ElBaradei said that since its withdrawal from the NPT at the beginning of the year the IAEA had not performed any verification activities and could not therefore provide “any level of assurance about the non-diversion of nuclear material.”

* * *

Civil society

8 September – At this “crucial period” in human affairs, when shocking violence and bitter divisions have challenged the fundamental values of freedom and tolerance, the United Nations and its civil society partners have perhaps never been more sorely needed, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette said today.

“At this time, we must reaffirm our commitment to multilateral cooperation, broad-based action, and tolerance and understanding,” Ms. Fréchette said, opening the UN Department of Public Information’s (DPI) 56th annual conference for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) at the world body’s headquarters in New York. “The world needs the United Nations more than ever…[and it] also needs active and committed NGOs and a strong civil society,” she added.

This was the vision to which world leaders committed themselves three years ago in the Millennium Declaration, she said. Since then, however, the world had been shocked by violence and beset by division.

That was why the theme of this year’s conference – “Human Security and Dignity”– was timely, the Deputy Secretary-General said. “It reminds us of our collective responsibility to all the world’s people…and reminds us of the commitment of world leaders to strengthen the United Nations, and to advance the cause of peace, development of the environment and respect for human rights,” she added.

The three-day conference – the premier NGO event at the UN – will highlight these issues and give civil society organizations a forum to express their ideas about human rights, people’s empowerment and global well-being. About 2,000 representatives associated with DPI and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) from more than 100 countries around the world are expected to attend. The Conference will for the first time also be webcast live through an interactive site (http://www.ngodpiexecom.org)

Also speaking at the Conference opening, General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic said human security could only be achieved by building on people’s strengths to create strong civil society and institutions. NGOs had participated in the work of the UN almost since its inception, and their participation has expanded dramatically during the series of international conferences throughout the 1990s.

He said the UN had a vast array of functions to implement its mandate. The Organization was needed as the only legitimate forum to resolve transnational problems that could not be solved by individual States. Recognizing the support of civil society in the prevention of armed conflict, he had convened an open meeting last week to explore how best to link the work of civil society with the work of governments and the United Nations.

Speaking at a press briefing, former Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Special Adviser to Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Chair of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations, told reporters it was his view that “We have to insist on the construction of a peaceful world and this cannot be done without international public opinion and the very active presence of NGOs.”

Mr. Cardoso, who was joined by fellow panel member Mary Racelis, said that following the Iraq crisis, there was a need for a kind of revitalization of a peace movement across the world and new views on how to guarantee that peace.  It was also clear that it was not enough for any one government to “take care of peace,” as there was ample room for worldwide civil society and international public opinion to have a say.

“The fact is that nowadays there is an international public opinion may be the only countervailing force towards the power of some governments.  So national public opinion is more sensitive to international public opinion and this is how we can move towards a better world,” he said.

Ms. Racelis, who is a research scientist at the Institute of Philippines Culture at Ateneo de Manila University, added that “All of us believe that in the end, if the citizenry – especially those who are more poor, disadvantaged, marginalized – becomes articulate and understands rights, knows issues and can speak to their representatives as peers, that is what really changes government policy significantly, and we have seen it.”  

* * *

Protected areas

8 September – Though protected areas now cover 12 per cent of the earth’s surface, a happy ending is by no means guaranteed, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to delegates gathered to discuss places set aside for their natural beauty or status as refuges for the world’s most valuable plants and animals.
“While protected areas have been multiplying, biological diversity has been declining at a rate unprecedented since the last great extinction 65 million years ago,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the fifth World Congress on Protected Areas being held in Durban, South Africa.

The World Conservation Union (WCU) organized the Congress, being held under the theme “Benefit beyond boundaries.” More than 2,000 delegates from over 170 countries are attending the event, which runs from today until 17 September.

Mr. Annan’s message, delivered by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, said while the number of reported protected areas has multiplied 100-fold to more than 100,000 since 1962, “Essential ecosystem functions are being undermined, perhaps irretrievably, as forests are felled, wetlands drained, and terrestrial and marine habitats degraded by pollution.”

“The services provided by ecosystems and by biological diversity are the foundation for society’s development,” Mr. Annan stressed. “This is especially true for developing countries, where proportionally more people depend directly on natural resources for fuel, income generation, nutrition and medicines.”

He added that it is not only the developing world that depends on biodiversity. “All humanity depends on biological diversity for health, for food security and income generation. Things we often take for granted – soil fertility, watershed management, crop pollination, new pharmaceutical products and genes that protect stock and crops from disease – all depend on the diversity of life,” the Secretary-General said.

Mr. Annan said a major challenge was identifying appropriate solutions for the many issues facing protected areas. “Some protected areas are protected in name only. Many, even in the developed world, are sadly under-funded,” he noted.

Another major issue that will bear heavily on all efforts to eliminate poverty and achieve truly sustainable development is the protection of oceans, Mr. Annan said. “While more than 11 per cent of the world’s land is protected, less than 1 per cent of the world’s oceans is under protection. Fisheries are collapsing, and coastal areas are reeling from land-based pollution.”

* * *

Ethiopia

8 September – The United Nations food agency and the Ethiopian Government have jointly appealed for an additional $40 million for non-food humanitarian aid and 37,500 tons of food to lessen the effects of the humanitarian crisis crippling the country.
Already struggling with the effects of severe drought conditions and food shortages, Ethiopia is also experiencing a major health threat fuelling a likely malaria epidemic and water related diseases, according to the UN World Food Programme (WFP).
The appeal document, entitled “Update of Emergency Assistance Requirements and Implementation Options for August to December 2003” and released last Friday, says the most urgent requirements are the provision of targeted supplementary food, malaria prevention and control and the supply of more emergency health kits.
Water provision and sanitation for an estimated 4.2 million beneficiaries are also particularly under-funded areas of most concern.
In agriculture, additional funding is required for animal health, feed and fodder bank development as well as the recovery of non-cereal crops and early warning and coordination activities.
The appeal update also indicates that as of last month, 2.4 million additional beneficiaries need food assistance, out of which 1.8 million people need an extension of assistance and 600,000 are new beneficiaries.

* * *

Literacy Day

8 September – Marking the first Literacy Day of the United Nations Literacy Decade, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for an all-out effort from all levels of society to eliminate illiteracy as a main obstacle to development in a world where 860 million adults, two-thirds of them women, can at present neither read nor write.

“On this day, let us vow to work together to ensure that illiteracy has no place in the twenty-first century,” Mr. Annan said in a message that noted that one of the goals set by the 2000 UN Millennium Summit was raising literacy levels by 50 per cent by 2015.

Stressing that literacy was a prerequisite for reaching the other goals of the Millennium Summit, such as halving poverty by 2015, he declared: “Literacy unlocks the door to learning throughout life, is essential to development and health, and opens the way for democratic participation and active citizenship.”

He noted that while the challenge was greatest in developing countries, many developed countries were experiencing modest but worrying levels of illiteracy, which was connected to patterns of poverty, social exclusion and inequalities.

“It requires an integrated approach that places literacy in context and draws on contributions from all actors – government at every level, civil society, the private sector, community groups, professional educators and, last but not least, family, friends and colleagues of those seeking to develop their literacy skills,” Mr. Annan said.

Noting that literacy was essential for the empowerment of women, he said it was “the most effective tools we know for development across all society. That is why the first two years of the Literacy Decade will give special emphasis to women’s literacy, as a stepping stone to our ultimate goal of literacy for all.”

The Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura, stressed that unless literacy efforts are greatly accelerated to keep up with population growth, there will still be some 800 million illiterate adults in the world by the 2015 deadline.

“The continuing high numbers … alert us that improved rates of literacy progress need to outpace population growth and make inroads into those parts of society where illiteracy is most deeply embedded,” Mr. Matsuura said in a message. “The latter tend to be groups that are harder to reach: women, particularly among minority groups and in rural areas; linguistic and cultural minorities; the very poor of urban and rural areas; and street children and adolescents who dropped out of schools. To effectively address the literacy needs of such groups, not only innovative strategies but also proportionately more resources are required.”

* * *

Malaysia

8 September – Malaysian authorities have deported seven asylum seekers to the conflict-torn Indonesian province of Aceh, despite an appeal for a moratorium by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and assurances by the government that there would be no forced returns.

The seven were sent home by boat last Friday across the Straits of Malacca, UNHCR said. The agency was not granted access to the deportees, who had expressed their desire to seek asylum when interviewed two weeks ago.

“The deportation is most unfortunate, particularly coming shortly before a high-level mission from UNHCR which is due to arrive in Kuala Lumpur next Wednesday to discuss ways in which this specific issue can be addressed in a way which meets protection needs,” a spokesman for the agency, Rupert Colville, said Friday at a press briefing in Geneva.

UNHCR chief Ruud Lubbers last week appealed to the Malaysian Government for a moratorium against the forced return of asylum seekers to Aceh. The High Commissioner spoke to senior officials of the Malaysian Foreign Ministry and expressed serious concerns over persistent reports that preparations were underway to deport some 250 people.

“Prior to Friday’s deportations, Malaysian authorities had made assurances that persons fleeing the conflict in Aceh would not be returned to a situation that could endanger their lives and well-being,” UNHCR stated.

Aceh, an oil- and gas-rich province on the northern tip of Sumatra Island, has been caught up in conflict since 1976. UNHCR said there are 8,000 to 9,000 people from Aceh in Malaysia who may be of concern to the agency.

So far this year, several hundred have approached the agency’s office in Kuala Lumpur every week, especially after the ceasefire in Aceh broke down in May. UNHCR has repeatedly urged officials in Malaysia to work with the agency to provide safety in the country.

* * *
China

8 September – Noting that more than 600 million people – roughly one in every 10 people – suffer some mental, physical or sensory impairment, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today pledged dedication by the United Nations to making societies truly accessible, caring and inclusive for all people, regardless of disability.

“The commitment of the United Nations to advance the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities is deeply rooted in the founding ideals of the Organization and in fundamental international human rights instruments,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the 60 million-member China Disabled Persons’ Federation, currently holding its fourth national congress in Beijing.

“The United Nations and the China Disabled Persons’ Federation have a constructive record of cooperation,” the message said. “You are strongly supporting the elaboration of an international convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.”

Mr. Annan also stressed the need to involve persons with disabilities in all aspects of disability programmes, from policy-making to the implementation and evaluation of projects.

He said disabled persons “face discrimination and marginalization, and are found disproportionately among the poorest strata of society. This is a challenge that should be a leading concern for all of us, since it affects not only disabled persons and their families, but also the economic and social development of entire societies.”

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Fish" ��International Herald Tribune  -  A fish is something that used to swim in the sea�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Grandchildren" ��The Independent (Bangladesh) - Will our grandchildren know what a fish is?*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Congress" ��Xinhua News Agency - World Parks Congress opens in South Africa�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��The Press Trust of India - Ozone hole in Antarctic grown more rapidly this year�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Science" ��ENN - GreenFacts Foundation Announces its 2003 Conference: Conveying Science into Policy.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Waste" ��Gulf News - Create public awareness of handling solid waste - WHO**�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gorilla" ��Africa News - Sudan;   How About Some Gorilla Hands in the Frying Pan?� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cooperation" ��China Business Daily News - China and Canada to make further environmental cooperation�





*   Op-Ed also published in Semanario (Portuguese newspaper) 


** Times of Oman also has a story on this meeting
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