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HEADLINE: UN: Wild Species convention Secretariat authorizes sturge on export quotas for Black Sea



Geneva, - The Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Wild Species of Fauna and Flora (CITES) has today published the 2004 export quotas for three Black Sea countries that jointly manage the sturgeon stocks that spawn every year in the Danube River.

The quotas permit Romania to export 3,410 kg of caviar; Bulgaria to export 1,720 kg of caviar and Serbia and Montenegro to export 700 kg of caviar. These countries also plan to export a combined total of 23,000 kg of sturgeon meat. 

"Although Black Sea caviar and sturgeon represent a small percentage of the global trade in these valuable wildlife products, it is encouraging that these sturgeon range States have collaborated successfully in order to comply with the conservation requirements that governments must now meet before they can obtain their annual quotas", said Willem Wijnstekers, Secretary-General of the CITES Secretariat, which is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

"While several press stories in recent days erroneously stated that CITES has placed a ban on caviar, these first new quotas for 2004 demonstrate that the process in place for establishing quotas is indeed working", he added.

CITES responded to high levels of poaching and illegal trade in the Caspian Sea -- which accounts for some 90 per cent of world caviar -- by halting the trade in Caspian caviar in 2001. It gave the Governments of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation and Turkmenistan until the end of that year to conduct a scientific survey of stocks and to start developing a common management plan. The fifth Caspian State, Iran, was not subject to the caviar ban, but, commendably, it too joined the regional effort.

This so-called "Paris Agreement" established three deadlines for taking steps that would lead to the resumption of trade.

Because the various anti-poaching and other actions specified in the first two deadlines were met, CITES agreed to sturgeon and caviar trade quotas for the Caspian States in 2002 and 2003.

Then, in November 2002, the member Governments of CITES developed a list of conservation measures that now apply to all of the world's sturgeons. These measures were derived from the obligations detailed in the Paris Agreement and were formalized in Resolution Conf. 12.7 (see www.cites.org/eng/resols/12/12-7.shtml).

To comply with the requirements of this Resolution, the Black Sea countries developed common management plans. They are committed to ensuring that all catch and export quotas are based on these plans and on annual stock assessments.

Importantly, the CITES Secretariat cannot publish a country's annual quotas unless it is satisfied that this country as well as the other States with which it shares stocks have complied fully with the requirements of the Resolution.

The Secretariat looks forward to receiving the required information from the world's other shared sturgeon basins, including the Caspian Sea, the Great Lakes of North America, the Azov Sea and the Amour River so that it can publish additional 2004 sturgeon and caviar export quotas.

CONTACT: Juan-Carlos Vasquez, CITES Secretariat Tel: +41 22 917 8156 e-mail: juan.vasquez@unep.ch Michael Williams, UNEP Information Officer Tel: +41 22 917 8242 e-mail: michael.williams@unep.ch

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).
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The Cairns Post/The Cairns Sun (Australia)

September 9, 2004 Thursday

HEADLINE: Crackdown on great white trade

BODY:
EFFORTS to crackdown on trading body parts of the great white shark will go international next month.
Although the great white is now fully protected in Australia, it is not in some other countries, including New Zealand. 

Sets of great white shark jaws have been offered for sale on the Internet for about $15,000 a set.
Individual teeth can sell for as much as $600 each.

A Florida dealer was quoted in yesterday's New Zealand Herald as saying sharks' jaws with 5cm teeth were selling for as much as $US12,000 and $US15,000 ($A17,320 and $A21,650).

Environmentalists will  push for a trade clampdown at a meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), in Bangkok starting on October 2.

The shark is among a long list of species for which the CITES meeting will update trade rules.

They include the African elephant, the minke whale, the ramin timber tree, the Chinese yew and other medicinal plants, the yellow-crested cockatoo and the lilac-crowned parrot, five Asian turtles and the white rhinoceros.

"The CITES conferences are major environmental events because they produce enforceable decisions and practical actions for conserving wild nature and the earth's biological diversity," United Nations Environment Program executive director Klaus Toepfer said.
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Associated Press Worldstream 
September 7, 2004 Tuesday 

HEADLINE: Global meeting to consider new rules to save great white shark, timber

BODY:

The great white shark and the diminutive humphead wrasse are to be added to a list of species requiring trade permits during a global conference next month in the Thai capital, organizers said Tuesday.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES, will meet Oct. 2-14 in Bangkok, hosting representatives of 166 member governments, the U.N. Environment Program said.

The U.N. body administers the secretariat of CITES, which is an agreement among governments to ensure that international trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. 

The UNEP statement said the conference's most commercially significant proposals include recommendations to add the humphead wrasse, a large reef fish from the Indian and Pacific oceans, and the great white shark to the international trade permit list.

A major step toward using the CITES trade rules for protecting valuable fish species was taken in 2002 when the whale shark, the world's largest fish, and the basking shark were added to the list.

Rules on other species have also been introduced recently - all shipments of Latin America's bigleaf mahogany have required CITES export permits since November 2003.

Indonesia is now proposing tighter controls on trade in ramin, one of Southeast Asia's highest-earning export timbers, and agarwood trees, which contain the valuable "agar" oil used for making incense, perfumes and medicines.

"Reversing today's massive destruction of the world's oceans and forests will require governments to use the full range of policies and tools available to them," CITES Secretary General Willem Wijnstekers said.

Another group of species threatened by traditional and newly emerging commercial markets are medicinal plants, including southern Africa's hoodia and Asia's Chinese yew and desert-living cistanche.

Several proposals also seek to conserve Asian turtles and tortoises that are being overexploited for traditional food markets and the international pet trade.

Other proposals, however, seek to ease the rules on trade in some animals "that have been icons of the conservation movement since the 1960s and 1970s," including the minke whale, the African elephant, rhinoceros and the bald eagle, the UNEP said in a statement.

Proponents of easing trade restrictions say that certain populations of these species have recovered sufficiently to permit some tightly controlled trade.
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CITES Conference on Wildlife Trade to Consider New Rules for High-Value Species
From UNEP Geneva

Wednesday, September 08, 2004

BANGKOK/GENEVA, 7 September 2004 -- The 166 member Governments of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) will meet in Bangkok from 2 to 14 October to update the trade rules governing some of the world's most charismatic, exploited and economically valuable wildlife species.

The conference will decide on some 50 proposals for improving the conservation and sustainable use of the African elephant, the minke whale, the great white shark, the ramin timber tree, the Chinese yew and other medicinal plants, the yellow-crested cockatoo and the lilac-crowned parrot, five Asian turtles, the white rhinoceros, the Nile and American crocodiles, the European date mussel and many other species.

"The CITES conferences are major environmental events because they produce enforceable decisions and practical actions for conserving wild nature and the Earth's biological diversity", said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme, which administers the CITES Secretariat.

"By promoting the science-based management of wildlife as a valuable natural resource, CITES also supports the UN's Millennium Development Goals of halving the number of people living in extreme poverty and hunger by the year 2015", he added.

Long known as the forum where critical decisions are taken about such high-profile issues as the ivory trade and whaling, CITES is increasingly the focus of efforts to protect fish and timber species that are traded globally in profitable commodity markets.

"Reversing today's massive destruction of the world's oceans and forests will require Governments to use the full range of policies and tools available to them. It is increasingly recognized that the CITES system for regulating trade through a system of permits and quotas is effective and can make an important contribution", said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers.

This year's most commercially significant proposals include recommendations to add the humphead wrasse, a large reef fish from the Indian and Pacific oceans, and the great white shark, perhaps best known as the star of the "Jaws" film, to an internationally agreed list of species requiring trade permits. A major step towards using the CITES trade rules for protecting valuable fish species was taken in 2002 when the whale shark -- the world's largest fish -- and the basking shark were added to this list.

Similar CITES rules have also been introduced recently to address the unsustainable global trade in timber and tree products. All shipments of Latin America's bigleaf mahogany have required CITES export permits since November 2003. Now Indonesia is proposing tighter controls for trade in ramin, one of South-East Asia's highest earning export timbers, and agarwood trees, which contain the valuable "agar" oil used for making incense, perfumes and medicines.

Another group of species threatened by traditional and newly emerging commercial markets are medicinal plants, including southern Africa's hoodia and Asia's Chinese yew and desert-living cistanche; proposals on the table call for strengthening conservation measures for all three groups of species. Several proposals also seek to conserve Asian turtles and tortoises that are being over-exploited for traditional food markets and the international pet trade.

Still other proposals seek to ease the rules on trade in some of the large, beautiful and exotic animals that have been icons of the conservation movement since the 1960s and 1970s. The minke whale and the African elephant are returning to the CITES agenda, and rhinoceroses, bald eagles and crocodiles feature as well. The proponents argue that certain populations of these species have recovered sufficiently to permit some tightly controlled trade.

Note to journalists: Each proposal is described in more detail in the media kit, which is available online at http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/index.shtml

For more information, please contact Juan-Carlos Vasquez, of the CITES Secretariat, at +41-22-917-8156 (office) or juan.vasquez@unep.ch; or Michael Williams, UNEP Information Officer, at +41-79-409-1528 (cell), +41-22-917-8242 (office), or michael.williams@unep.ch. See also www.cites.org. 

For more information, contact:

Michael Williams

Information Officer

UNEP Geneva

mwilliams@unep.ch

IPS

LATIN AMERICA:

Small Companies Far from Meeting 'Green' Standards 

MEXICO CITY, Sep 8 (IPS) - Slowly, the biggest companies in Latin America are adopting environmental regulations to measure and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, which contribute to global climate change. 

But for small and medium businesses, which are the majority, the issue is barely on the horizon. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) applauded the Mexican government and business sector for adopting in August a voluntary programme to measure and reduce emissions of gases like carbon dioxide that contribute to global climate change. 

Mexico, with a population of 110 million, is responsible for an estimated 1.5 percent of greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. 

The Greenhouse Gas Protocol Project already has the participation of 150 companies from around the globe. Financed by international agencies, the plan offers companies of all types -- including small and medium sized firms -- training and instruments to measures their emissions, means for identifying ways to reduce them, and advice on how to attract investment in clean technology. 

Mexico is the first developing country to join the project. This Latin American nation has some 48,000 companies, and 75 percent fail to comply with environmental regulations, admit government authorities. 

Jonathan Lash, president of the non-governmental World Resources Institute (WRI), which along with the World Business Council for Sustainable Development funds the Greenhouse Gas Protocol, said that by joining the effort Mexico has put itself in an environmental leadership position. 

Lash underscored that a developing country has now adopted clear commitments, while the United States, the world's leading greenhouse gas producer, refuses to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, which sets targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Greenhouse Gas Protocol ''is a good initiative, but it is just the beginning, and we can't rest on our laurels,'' said Diego Masera, UNEP coordinator for Industry, Technology and Trade for Latin America and the Caribbean. 

''I hope especially that all the small and medium companies take advantage of it,'' because they are the ones outside the environmental regulations, Masera told Tierramérica. He also hopes the programme will be replicated in other countries of the region. 

Eighty percent of Latin American and Caribbean companies are considered small or medium sized, and their compliance with environmental protection standards is still more a dream than a reality. 

And many of these firms are barely surviving, due to the lack of credits and access to technology, so environmental matters are not a priority for them, according to Masera. 

Of the certificates presented annually by the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) that validate productive processes that are environmentally appropriate and sustainable, less then three percent go to companies in Latin America and the Caribbean, and of those few, the vast majority go to firms in Argentina and Brazil. 

Most of the companies that have taken on environmental commitments and have submitted to outside controls are the region's biggest and most powerful. 

''In the Mexican business world, as in the rest of Latin America, the application of environmental standards is not a priority,'' Eduardo Prieto, president of Mexico's Business Council for Sustainable Development, told Tierramérica. 

In his opinion, most executives continue to believe that environmental regulations represent excessive expenses for their businesses, ''even though it has been proven that eco-efficiency leads to a reduction of costs,'' a notion that has begun to take root in some of the bigger corporations. 

The expert commented that small and medium companies are ''small predators of the environment'' and that if taken as a group the damage they cause is greater than that of the bigger corporations. 

As for the Greenhouse Gas Protocol, Prieto maintains that it is an effort to ''reverse the trends we are seeing in emissions'' worldwide, but recognises that its impact would be relatively small, since Mexico and the rest of Latin America contribute little to the greenhouse gas problem. 

The Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) identifies carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide as the main gases contributing to the greenhouse effect, at levels of 60, 20 and six percent, respectively. 

To confront this problem, the international community drew up the Kyoto Protocol in 1997, which would enter into force if the United States would ratify it. 

The Latin American and Caribbean region, where 24 countries have ratified the Protocol, is responsible for 11 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions. Brazil and Mexico are among the 20 highest producers of this pollutant. 

These gases do exist naturally in the Earth's atmosphere, and the retention of the Sun's heat is beneficial to a certain degree, but human activities, particularly the combustion of fossil fuels, has released such great quantities of the gases that they are altering the global climate. 

In Masera's opinion, it is important that Mexican business executives, with the support of the government, set their sights on reducing emissions, as the country is the regional leader in releasing carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 

Mexico's net emissions of this gas are estimated to be 444.5 million metric tonnes, 67 percent produced by combustion of fossil fuels, making the country a leading polluter, said UNEP in its study Geo Latin America and the Caribbean 2003. 

(* Diego Cevallos is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Sep. 4 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 

(END/2004)
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SABC News

Learners made more aware of the environment 

September 08, 2004, 18:09

Hundreds of primary school children from Johannesburg's Thembelihle informal settlement are taking home messages of environmental friendliness this week. A campaign, targeted at raising the level of environmental awareness among children, is currently underway in the area's surrounding primary schools. The small-scale initiative is being organised and driven by Devan Murugan, an SABC Africa news anchor.

Murugan says the campaign has been endorsed by the United Nations Environment Programme.

"Environmental awareness has for too long been overshadowed by other priorities, despite the fact that the social implications of environmental neglect are often severe" says Murugan.

Supermarket chain store Pick n' Pay has thrown its support behind the programmme by sponsoring hundreds of environ-friendly bags to the targeted pupils. Ewan Watt, the Pick 'n Pay marketing manager, says: "The sponsorship is driven towards inculcating a sense of conservation in the minds of young learners at an early stage and is part of Pick 'n Pay's broader efforts on environmental awareness."

School officials say the campaign is educating their pupils from informal settlements who are often trapped in the cycle of environmental neglect and poverty. They say local government must now act appropriately and match the enthusiasm of the children. They have called for a greater presence of bins in the area. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Hurricane hits Caribbean islands
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Hurricane Ivan brought fierce winds to Barbados


Hurricane Ivan has swept through the south-eastern Caribbean islands, killing at least 12 people, flattening homes and knocking out power supplies. 
At least nine deaths were reported in Grenada, where the capital St George's was hit by 200km/h (125mph) winds. 
Grenada's Prime Minister, Keith Mitchell, told the BBC the island was "90% devastated" and that he had declared a national disaster. 
The storm's winds have reached 232km/h (145mph) as it heads towards Jamaica. 
The hurricane - thought to be the worst to hit the Caribbean in a decade - earlier brought down trees and power lines and blew off roofs in Barbados and Tobago. 
One person is reported to have been killed on each of those islands, while another is said to have died in Venezuela. 
Storm warnings remain in place for the Dutch islands of Aruba and Curacao, as well as parts of Venezuela, Colombia, Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
Click here for map of the hurricane's path 
Jamaica has posted a hurricane watch and ordered schools closed and fishermen to come ashore. The hurricane is expected to reach there on Friday. 
Offshore oil installations in the Gulf of Mexico are also at risk of being damaged and hundreds of oil workers have been evacuated. 
Full force 
Most of the damage was inflicted on Grenada on Tuesday, but downed communications meant it has taken time for the news to filter out. 
Mr Mitchell told the BBC the country was "about 90% devastated, so you're talking hundreds of millions of dollars of damage". 
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Tell us your experiences 


He said the country's key export crop, nutmeg, was likely to have "taken a tremendous hit". 
Mr Mitchell said he had fled the prime minister's residence in St George's - "luckily for me, because it was completely devastated". He is now aboard a British naval patrol ship HMS Richmond. 
Mr Mitchell tried to play down reports that several prison inmates had escaped when their 17th century jail was damaged, saying it appeared no high-risk prisoners had been freed. 
But reports suggested those on the run included those involved in a left-wing coup which prompted the US to invade Grenada in 1983. 
Looting is reorted to be widespread. American students in St George's University told Associated Press they felt unsafe and had armed themselves against looters with knives, sticks and pepper spray. 
A United Nations disaster team is reported to be on its way to the island. 
Frances damage 
Meanwhile, a clear-up continues in the US state of Florida after it was rocked by Hurricane Frances at the weekend. 
But many residents fear Ivan could become the third hurricane to hit the state within a month. 
Frances was blamed for at least nine deaths and the loss of power for six million people when it hit on Sunday. 
US President George W Bush has asked Congress to approve $2bn in emergency funding for Florida, which was first hit by Hurricane Charley in August. 
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BBC

New batteries aid climate battle

By Paul Rincon

The government has set targets for alternative energies

A new generation of rechargeable lithium batteries would help reduce global warming, a leading expert says.

Professor Peter Bruce says the batteries could be used to store electricity produced by renewable energy sources such as wind power.

So-called "hybrid" cars incorporating lithium batteries, along with petrol or diesel power, would help reduce our reliance on fossil fuels, he says.

The St Andrew's University expert was talking at the BA Festival of Science.

Hybrid road vehicles would help the UK meet the government's renewable energy targets for 2020, he told an Exeter audience.

They would be fuelled by a combination of petrol and electric battery which is charged by the petrol engine.

They could help contribute to reducing the greenhouse gases responsible for global warming, added Professor Bruce.

Although this would result in more engineering, he said, it was something which was being looked at.

Need for fuel

Lithium rechargeables can store up to three times the energy per unit weight and volume, said Professor Bruce.

This would lead to significantly smaller and lighter batteries in hybrid vehicles.

Honda Civic hybrid adds an electric motor to its existing petrol engine

They would also lack the toxic metals like lead and cadmium contained in some batteries.

"It's not realistic to row back to some earlier age when we used far less energy," he said.

"We have to find technological solutions to provide us with the electricity storage and generation we need to really fuel our economies over the next several decades."

However, the batteries would need new materials since current rechargeable lithium technologies did not provide the electricity needed to power a hybrid car.

"That is the key hurdle that needs to be overcome," he said.

"We have to develop new materials that will help us develop new technologies with better performance."

Renewable energy should provide 20% of the UK's electricity supply by 2020, according to UK government targets. 
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8 September 2004



W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan urges ‘immediate and unconditional’ release of all hostages in Iraq 

*
Security Council to hold talks tomorrow on Darfur crisis in Sudan

*
Democracy in Latin America must respond to region’s poor, Annan says

*
Hailing India-Pakistan progress, Annan urges compromise on Kashmir issue

*
UN agency replaces Palestinian refugee homes demolished by Israel

*
Annan selects two envoys to fill posts in Guinea-Bissau and Côte d’Ivoire

*
Civic groups key to achieving Millennium Development Goals, UN meeting told

*
UN agencies hurry relief preparations as deadly Hurricane Ivan crosses Caribbean

*
UN tribunal judges weigh transferring trial of two accused generals to Croatia

*
UN agency seeks to curb ‘huge but largely preventable’ problem of suicide

*
International Literacy Day spotlights need to educate women and girls

*
UN Postal Authority’s snail mail races into profit for first time in decade

* * * *
Iraq

8 September – Amid mounting reports of hostage-taking in Iraq, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today reiterated his call for the “immediate and unconditional” release of all those who have been abducted.

“The Secretary-General is extremely concerned about the fate of all civilians held hostage,” his spokesman, Fred Eckhard, told journalists in New York.

“The abductions of two French journalists and two Italian humanitarian aid workers and their Iraqi colleagues are but the latest incidents in a tragic pattern of violations committed against innocent civilians in Iraq,” he added in a statement.

The statement appealed “for respect, at all times, for the fundamental principals of human rights and dignity.”

Meanwhile, the Security Council was briefed today on the work of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq (UNMOVIC), which has in recent months continued to investigate the discovery of Iraqi weapons-related items in Jordan, Turkey and the Netherlands.

UNMOVIC has reported that parts of the Al Samoud 2 missile – proscribed under international sanctions and previously tagged by UN inspectors – had turned up in scrapyards outside of Iraq, raising questions about the ability of the international community to track the country’s clandestine weapons schemes.

In another development, Mr. Eckhard said the senior UN envoy to Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, will brief the Security Council on 14 September.

* * * 

Sudan

8 September – The Security Council will hold consultations tomorrow afternoon on the humanitarian and security crises engulfing the Darfur region in Sudan as talks continue in Abuja, Nigeria, in a bid to resolve the political dispute driving the conflict.

The consultations, announced today by UN spokesman Fred Eckhard, will take place a week after Council members received a report from Secretary-General Kofi Annan on the latest situation in Darfur and were also briefed on the issue by Mr. Annan’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk.

Yesterday Mr. Annan told reporters that “more can and should be done” to improve security in Darfur, where at least 1.2 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 live as refugees in neighbouring Chad, largely because of attacks by armed militias allied to Khartoum.

In his report he proposed expanding the size of the force of African Union (AU) monitors in Darfur, an impoverished region the size of France that has been beset by conflict since two rebel groups took up arms against Khartoum early last year.

In Nigeria, AU mediators are meeting separately with representatives of the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups – the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) – to discuss a draft protocol on security. If the parties can accept the draft, then the mediators plan to meet with them together to sign off on the protocol. 

The talks in Abuja, which are being attended by UN officials, cover four issues: humanitarian, security, political, and social and economic matters.

In other humanitarian developments:

· The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) have launched a measles vaccination campaign for 150,000 children not reached by a previous scheme in June.

· Preliminary figures released by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) show that Darfur accounts for 40 per cent of all Sudanese cases of fistula – a devastating condition resulting when obstructed labour causes tears in the area between the vagina and rectum of a pregnant mother.

* * *

Latin America

8 September – While Latin America has a solid democratic tradition, its benefits have not reached the region’s poor, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in Mexico, calling for better leadership to eliminate public doubts about the value of having a vote.

In a speech to the International Seminar on Democracy, Politics and the State, which opened this morning in Mexico City, Mr. Annan warned against the temptation among some – documented in a UN Development Programme (UNDP) survey earlier this year – to turn away from more than two decades of reforms towards democracy.

“The vote has not produced a steady job, a full table, property rights – or, for many indigenous people, even a sense of real participation in the political life of their country,” he said, arguing that the popularity of democracy in Latin America will depend on citizens seeing actual material and social benefits from having a vote.

“They must have reason to be confident that their vote will translate into improvements in their daily lives, and enable their societies to build consensus on the reforms that are needed for further democratic progress,” he said.

Corruption-free public institutions, investments in education, genuine public participation in decision-making and determined political leadership are critical to fostering not just an electoral democracy but a “citizen’s democracy,” he said.

In a report released in April, the UNDP found that just 43 per cent of almost 20,000 people polled across Latin America said they fully supported democracy, while 55 per cent said they would support on authoritarian regime if it could “resolve” their economic problems. And since 2000, four elected presidents in the region have had to leave office before the formal end of their terms because of steep falls in their public support.

But the Secretary-General emphasized that although democracy has not broken down the “barriers of exclusion” – and is even viewed by some as being part of the problem – Latin America needs more democracy, not less. “The great challenges of building democracy, advancing development and promoting security are closely related – and all nations have an interest in working together to meet them.”

Later today Mr. Annan will meet the Foreign Affairs Committee of Mexico’s Senate, while last night he held talks with President Vicente Fox and Foreign Minister Luis Ernesto Derbez. The talks covered many issues, including the state of democracy in Latin America, the fight against HIV/AIDS and Mexico’s contribution to multilateralism.

* * *

India-Pakistan

8 September – Welcoming recent talks between senior Indian and Pakistani officials, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged further dialogue to resolve outstanding issues, including the question of Jammu and Kashmir.

Mr. Annan’s reaction followed a meeting this weekend between the External Affairs Minister of India, K. Natwar Singh, and the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Khurshid Mohammed Kasuri. The two South Asian officials reviewed the process of the composite dialogue between their countries.

In a statement released by his spokesman, the Secretary-General also welcomed the announcement that President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh will meet on the sidelines of the General Assembly in New York later this month.

“He is heartened that the two sides continue to make steady progress towards resolving outstanding issues and improving their bilateral relations,” the spokesman said, emphasizing that success would benefit not only on the lives of the peoples of the two countries but also regional and global stability.

The Secretary-General encouraged the leaders of India and Pakistan to pursue their efforts “with patience and a spirit of compromise in addressing the various issues, including the question of Jammu and Kashmir.”

Kashmir has been split between the two countries since they won independence from the United Kingdom more than 50 years ago. UN observers have been deployed there for over five decades.

* * *

Middle East

8 September – The main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees today handed over 103 new shelters in Rafah in the Gaza Strip for families whose homes have been demolished during the latest uprising against Israel, but the ceremony planned for the event had to be postponed due to ongoing Israeli military operations. 

The Israeli military has divided the Gaza Strip into three, cutting off access to Rafah, and operations in the north of Gaza prevented UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) Commissioner-General Peter Hansen from re-entering the area for the planned ceremony.

The new homes are the realization of an UNRWA pledge to provide shelter for all refugees made homeless by the conflict which has raged since September 2000. According to Agency workers, more than 2,500 buildings housing nearly 24,000 people have been demolished or damaged beyond repair.

“The fact that very nearly 25,000 people have now lost their homes in Gaza and a further 4,000 in the West Bank is testimony to a very real and very widespread suffering over the last four years,” Mr. Hansen said.

“That UNRWA can build a 1,300-place school almost entirely for children who have witnessed their own homes being destroyed is a terrible testimony to the scale of the demolitions,” he added, noting that most demolitions occur after reporters and camera crews have left, “witnessed only by those who have been left destitute” and those who help them.

The $2.6-million project was funded by donations from Norway, Italy and the United States. UNRWA has now built a total of 477 new homes in the Gaza Strip and work is currently proceeding on 300 more. But the agency still needs more than $42 million in donations to meet the needs of Gaza’s homeless. Nearly 1,800 new homes are needed and every day brings fresh demolitions.

* * *

Special envoys

8 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed new envoys to work with two United Nations missions in West Africa as the world body continues its efforts to build a sustainable peace and generate stability and economic development in Guinea-Bissau and Côte d’Ivoire.

In an exchange of letters with the Security Council, Mr. Annan has announced the appointment of Mozambique’s João Bernardo Honwana as his Representative in Guinea-Bissau and head of the UN Peace-building Support Office in that country (UNOGBIS).

Mr. Honwana, who succeeds David Stephen in the post, is Chief of the Conventional Arms Branch in the UN’s Department of Disarmament Affairs. A security and defence specialist, he has worked for the UN since February 2000 in various positions in this field.

Mr. Annan has also named Abdoulaye Mar Dieye of Senegal as his Deputy Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, where he will work under Special Representative Albert Tévoédjrè and specialize in humanitarian affairs, development and the country’s disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme.

Mr. Mar Dieye, 52, is currently the UN’s Humanitarian Affairs Coordinator for Côte d’Ivoire and has also worked extensively for the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

* * *

MDGs

8 September – Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have a vital role to play in achieving the ambitious Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of overhauling the world’s social fabric by 2015, from slashing extreme poverty and hunger to cutting infant mortality to curbing major diseases, a United Nations conference was told today.

If the Goals are not met, “we all will be poorer,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the opening session of the 57th Annual conference of the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) and NGOs which has brought together at UN Headquarters in New York 2,700 representatives form more than 700 NGOs.

The Goals are different from the unmet bold pledges of the past, Mr. Annan said in a video message. First they are measurable; second, they have unprecedented political support, with all world leaders having signed on to them and NGOs having a key role to play in sustaining that political will; and third, with requisite national action and international support, almost every country can reach the Goals by the target date.

This year’s three-day conference is devoted to the theme Millennium Development Goals:  Civil Society Takes Action.

General Assembly President Julian R. Hunte of St. Lucia hailed the UN’s partnerships with NGOs as mutually beneficial, extending the world body’s global reach and helping to raise public awareness and ensure understanding of the issues before it. But he warned that to date, implementation was far from encouraging and much work remained to “right our balance sheet” and meet the targets.

Eveline Herkfens, the Secretary-General’s Executive Coordinator for the MDGs campaign, said NGOs were the prime movers for change in extracting promises from governments and, through their passion and energy, trying to give a voice to the poor.

“Don’t let your own government off the hook to be accountable to its own people on how your own resources are being used,” she stated. Next year, governments come together to ask themselves where they are in achieving the Goals.  “Don’t wait, ask them that question today,” she declared.   

Noting the decades-long cooperation between the world body and NGOs who were indeed the “midwives of the UN,” Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor told the gathering: “Have no doubt, your involvement and your commitment have a positive impact on our work and help us move closer to the lofty goals that we have set for ourselves.”

For her part Renate Bloem, President of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the UN (CONGO), stressed that the MDGs could not be reached within the set time frame of 2015 without strong commitment and new impetus by civil society, whose input was crucial for the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 which adopted the targets.

The eight goals are: to halve the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day and those suffering from hunger; ensure that all boys and girls complete primary school; eliminate gender disparities in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015; reduce by two-thirds the mortality rate among children under five; reduce by three-quarters the ratio of women dying in childbirth; halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and the incidence of malaria and other major diseases; reduce by half the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water; and forge a global partnership for development.

* * *

Hurricane

8 September – United Nations humanitarian agencies are accelerating the deployment of staff and emergency kits to the Caribbean, where Hurricane Ivan – the latest in a series of tropical storms to strike the region this season – is already wreaking deadly havoc.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today that a five-member UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination Team is being set up in Jamaica, one of the countries expected to bear the brunt of Hurricane Ivan as it heads west and then north across the Caribbean region in the direction of the south-eastern United States.

Officials from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) have placed four emergency kits in the south of Haiti, another country lying in the path of the storm. Each kit is designed to cover the basic needs for 10,000 people, and can include items such as medical equipment and water purification tablets.

UN officials operating in the neighbouring Dominican Republic have also held meetings to coordinate their response in case the hurricane strikes there.

A report from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) indicates that Hurricane Ivan has already damaged buildings or forced people to move into temporary shelters in Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

Media reports say Hurricane Ivan has caused the greatest devastation in Grenada, with at least nine people killed, countless homes and buildings destroyed and thousands of people without access to electricity, water or telephone services.

Storm warnings are also in place for Colombia, Venezuela, the Netherlands Antilles, Aruba and Cuba.

OCHA assists in emergency relief only when requested by countries, and many nations in the Caribbean region have their own emergency response plans and structures in place because of the frequency of the hurricane threat there.

It has been a busy hurricane season in the Caribbean, where the worst storms tend to strike between June and November every year. Hurricane Frances hit the Bahamas, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the US last week, while Hurricane Charley struck Cuba and the US last month. Both storms were deadly.

* * *

ICTY

8 September – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today asked three judges to decide whether the trial of two Croatian generals over their role in a 1993 military operation against a Serbian enclave should be transferred to a court in Croatia in the interests of efficiency.

Judge Theodor Meron, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), ordered the establishment of a trial chamber following a request for a transfer – the first of its kind – from prosecutors.

Judges Alfons Orie of the Netherlands, O-Gon Kwon of the Republic of Korea (ROK) and Kevin Parker of Australia will now hear submissions about whether the trials of Rahim Ademi and Mirko Norac should be heard by the County Court of Zagreb instead.

Mr. Ademi and Mr. Norac face one charge of crimes against humanity (persecutions) and four charges of war crimes (two counts of murder, and separate counts of plunder of property, and wanton destruction of cities, towns or villages).

But the ICTY’s rules allow for trials to be transferred, if approved by a panel of judges, to a country either where the alleged crime was committed, the accused was arrested, or there is jurisdiction and a willingness to accept the case.

As part of its strategy to complete all of its work by 2010, ICTY officials are examining whether the trials of some indicted individuals can be transferred effectively to the local courts of relevant States.

If the three judges approve this transfer, Mr. Ademi and Mr. Norac will be handed over to Croatian authorities and prosecutors will provide all the necessary materials to their counterparts.

Mr. Ademi, 50, and Mr. Norac, 36, served as generals in the Croatian army after the country became independent in 1990 and worked as commanders during a military operation in the Medak Pocket area in September 1993.

Medak Pocket – a small, rural area with about 400 Serb civilian residents – was situated in what was known as a “pink zone,” an area adjacent to a UN Protected Area in Croatia during the Balkan wars of the 1990s.

Croatian forces attacked Medak Pocket on 9 September, shelling towns and buildings and killing at least 29 Serbs and wounding many others. The majority of the area’s farm buildings were destroyed and the personal belongings of residents were stolen or damaged beyond repair.

* * *

Suicide

8 September – With nearly 1 million people dying from suicide every year, more than from all homicides and wars combined, the United Nations health agency today called for concerted global action to curb what it termed “a huge but largely preventable public health problem.”

“Suicide is a tragic global public health problem,” World Health Organization (WHO) Assistant-Director General for Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health Catherine Le Galès-Camus said ahead of World Suicide Prevention Day being marked on Friday. “There is an urgent need for coordinated and intensified global action to prevent this needless toll.”

The agency has produced a series of guidelines for different audiences that have a critical role in suicide prevention, including health workers, teachers, prison officers, media professionals and survivors of suicide. It stressed early identification and treatment of mental disorders as an important preventive strategy.

The Director of WHO’s Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse, Benedetto Saraceno, underlined the role played by the media, citing evidence that coverage can encourage imitation suicides and urging sensitivity in reporting on “these tragic and frequently avoidable deaths.” 

“The media can also play a major role in reducing stigma and discrimination associated with suicidal behaviours and mental disorders,” he added. 

Suicidal behaviour has a large number of complex underlying causes, including poverty, unemployment, loss of loved ones, arguments, breakdown in relationships and legal or work-related problems.

The most common methods are pesticides, firearms and medication, such as painkillers, according to WHO, which emphasized that availability of these means plays an important role in the phenomenon. “Having access to the means of suicide is both an important risk factor and determinant of suicide,” said Professor Lars Mehlum, President of International Association for Suicide Prevention, a non-governmental organization collaborating with WHO on the issue.

One recent breakthrough was the move by many pharmaceutical companies to market painkillers in blister packs rather than more easily accessible bottles, which had a significant impact on their use as a suicide method, the agency said. Currently attention is focused on encouraging a reduction in access to pesticides, including safer storage and proper dilutions.

* * *

Literacy

8 September – In a bid to address the plight of millions of adults – mostly women – who are unable to read or write, the United Nations today marked International Literacy Day with a focus on gender inequality.  

Currently, of the world’s estimated 860 million illiterate people, the bulk – over 500 million – are women, while girls constitute the majority of children who are not enrolled in school.

In his message marking the Day, Secretary General Kofi Annan decried this state of affairs. “Literacy is a human right,” he noted. “It is unconscionable that 20 per cent of the world’s adult population are still denied that right.”

The Secretary-General pointed out that literacy is not just a goal in itself, but a prerequisite to improving a broad range of conditions. “The cost of building a literate society is relatively low compared with the cost of failure in terms of prosperity, health, security and justice,” he said.

The commemoration falls during the second year of the UN Literacy Decade, which was declared by the General Assembly in 2001 to raise awareness of the need for broader access to education.

* * *

Stamps

8 September – United Nations snail mail sprinted into the black in the first six months of 2004 after years of wallowing in red ink as the world body’s Postal Administration (UNPA) registered its first net profit since 1994 thanks to lowered operating costs and new marketing initiatives such as personalized stamps. 

UNPA, which has been issuing stamps since 1951 for mailings from its various headquarters with themes devoted to peace, health, the environment and other global concerns, expects to maintain or even improve on the net profit of $706,434 for the first half of this year as more new products are introduced.

This is a big turn-around after a $3.46 million loss over the 2000-2001 two-year period and a proposal at the last session of the General Assembly to close down UNPA altogether. The measure was defeated after assurances from the agency and the Department of Management that it could be restructured into profitability.

A popular innovation was introduced at New York Headquarters last November allowing the thousands of tourists who visit the complex every day to have their own image affixed to a blank tab next to an actual UN stamp – at $14.95 for a personalized sheet of 20.


UN stamps are available in three different currencies – in US dollars since 1951 in New York, in Swiss francs since 1969 at the European headquarters in Geneva, and in Austrian schillings since 1979 at the Vienna office.

Definitive stamps and postal stationery items are issued to meet revised postal rates of the three national postal administrations as necessary, while commemoratives come out six or seven times a year to honour the work or activities of the UN or one of its specialized agencies.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
8 September 2004

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by 
Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General in Mexico
Efforts to make Latin America’s societies more democratic will also help to make them more developed and more stable.  That was the message that the Secretary-General gave to participants in the “International Seminar on Democracy, Politics and the State”, which opened in Mexico City this morning.

In his statement, the Secretary-General said Latin Americans were steadily building their democracies, but democracy had still not responded to the aspirations of the region’s poor.  Citizens, he said, have to feel confident that their vote will translate into improvements in their daily lives. 

We have copies of that speech upstairs.

Following the opening of the Seminar, the Secretary-General is meeting with the press, before going on to meet members of the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Last night, upon his arrival in Mexico City, the Secretary-General met President Vicente Fox and Foreign Minister Luis Ernesto Derbez at Los Pinos Presidential Palace.  Among the issues they discussed were Mexico’s contribution to multilateralism, its role in training Iraqi electoral commissioners and its support of the peace process in Colombia. 

They also discussed the Eminent Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, the state of democracy in Latin America and the fight against poverty and HIV/AIDS.

**Security Council
This morning, the Security Council is meeting in closed consultations -- in fact, I understand they just concluded those consultations, where they heard from Demetrius Pericos, the Acting Executive Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq, better known as UNMOVIC.

Pericos presented to Council members its eighteenth quarterly report.  Over the last quarter, UNMOVIC teams have continued to investigate the discovery of Iraqi weapons-related items found in scrapyards in Jordan, Turkey and the Netherlands.  A significant number of items related to Iraqi SA-2 missiles were found in Jordan.

UNMOVIC staff also continues to work on the compendium of the previous Iraqi regime’s chemical and biological munitions programme.  A summary of this compendium was released as part of this latest UNMOVIC report.
We’ve just learned that the Security Council has scheduled consultations on Sudan for tomorrow afternoon.

**Security Council -- Tuesday
Yesterday afternoon, the Council held consultations in which France circulated a draft resolution concerning the expansion of the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

That move came after the Secretary-General, in a letter to the President of the Security Council, said he was extremely concerned at the volatile security environment in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and warned that the possibility of further deterioration cannot be ruled out, given the speed with which events are unfolding.

In the letter, which is out on the racks today, he proposed that the Council take an urgent decision to deploy emergency reinforcements to the 
United Nations Mission.  Such reinforcements would consist of two additional infantry battalions and four attack helicopters.

Council discussions on the draft resolution responding to that request are continuing at the expert level.

**Sudan
The African Union mediation, together with the United Nations and other partners, prepared a revised draft protocol on security issues and presented it to the parties to the political talks on the Darfur crisis taking place in Abuja, Nigeria.

The mediation is meeting separately with the parties to introduce to them the new text. 

The mediation is hoping to convene a plenary meeting with the parties in order to move forward towards what could be a viable text for all concerned.

The weekly briefing notes from our mission in Khartoum also contain an update on the African Union monitoring activities.

The notes also provide an update on humanitarian operations in Darfur, including missions to follow up on reports of large numbers of internally displaced persons due to recent insecurities.

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) launched a measles vaccination campaign in rebel-controlled territory in north Darfur as part of an effort to reach some 500,000 children who could not be vaccinated during previous campaign in July. 

And the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) reports that it is in the process of finalizing a countrywide data collection on Fistula, one of the most devastating pregnancy related complications in Sudan.  UNFPA preliminary estimates show that around 40 per cent of the reported cases come from Darfur. 

**UNRWA
The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East, known as UNRWA, today handed over 103 new homes to families from Rafah refugee camp.

Their homes had been destroyed by the Israeli military during the ongoing Intifada.  The Agency has also opened a new school to serve these families.

Today’s official ceremony could not take place due to Israeli closures within the Gaza Strip, which prevented UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, 
Peter Hansen, from reaching Rafah.

This project, which cost $2.6 million, was funded by donations from Norway, Italy, and the United States.

We have more information in a press release upstairs.

**Guinea-Bissau
Out on the racks today is an exchange of letters between the 
Secretary-General and the Security Council regarding the appointment of a new Representative in Guinea-Bissau.

The new senior official in Guinea-Bissau is João Bernardo Honwana of Mozambique, former Chief of the Conventional Arms Branch in the Department of Disarmament Affairs.  He succeeds David Stephen, who retired in April.

A brief bio note of the new Representative is available in my office.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The Secretary-General has named Abdoulaye Mar Dieye of Senegal as his Deputy Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire.  Mr. Mar Dieye will work under Special Representative Albert Tevoedjre and will be in charge of humanitarian affairs and development, as well as the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme in the country.

We have a press release, in French, with more details, including biographical information on Mr. Mar Dieye.

**Hurricane Ivan
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is monitoring the progress of hurricane Ivan, the latest storm to threaten the Caribbean and parts of the United States.

A five-person United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination team is being pre-positioned in Jamaica, which is on the storm’s path.

In Haiti, which is also expected to be in Ivan’s path, the World Health Organization and the Pan-American Health Organization have placed four emergency kits in the southern part of the country.  Each of those kits covers basic medical needs for 10,000 people.

**DPKO Heads of Military Conference
The United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations is hosting a conference for the heads of the military components of peacekeeping missions.  

The aim of the three-day conference is to review the latest developments in peacekeeping, and sixteen senior military officers -- including several force commanders -- are attending, from a wide range of missions.

We have upstairs a list of those attending, and there may be an opportunity for those of you who are interested in speaking with some of them.  Please get in touch with Ari Gaitanis of my office if you have interest in that.

**WHO -- Suicide
Suicide is a huge but largely preventable public health problem.  It causes almost half of all violent deaths and results in almost one million fatalities every year, as well as economic costs in the billions of dollars.

With that in mind, WHO is calling for more attention on the issue and global action, ahead of World Suicide Prevention Day this Friday.

WHO says there’s an urgent need for coordinated and intensified global action to prevent suicides, adding that it’s estimated that fatalities could rise to 1.5 million by the year 2020.

We have more on this in a WHO press release in my office.

**Literacy Day
Today, 8 September, is International Literacy Day.  The theme of this year’s commemorations is “gender and literacy”.  In this second year of the United Nations Literacy Decade, more than 500 million women make up the majority of adult illiterates around the world, while girls constitute the majority of children who are not in school.

In a message that is out today, the Secretary-General says that there is no time to lose if we are to translate into reality the Millennium Development Goal of increasing the world’s literacy rate by 50 per cent by the year 2015.

“The cost of building a literate society is relatively low”, he says, “compared with the cost of failure, in terms of prosperity, health, security and justice”.

**Special Representative of Secretary-General for Iraq
A programming note:  Yesterday we had told you that the 
Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, would be our guest at the Noon Briefing tomorrow.  Unfortunately, that will not happen.
Instead, Mr. Qazi will speak to the press, most likely at the 
Security Council stakeout, following his briefing to Council members on Tuesday, 14 September.

**United Nations Postal Administration Profits
Finally, on financial matters:  The United Nations Postal Administration has posted a net profit of $706,434 for the first six months of this year -- and it expects to maintain or improve on this in the future as more new products are introduced.

This is a big turn-around for the UNPA when you consider that it had been incurring losses from 1994, reaching $3.46 million over the two-year budget period, 2000-2001.

On top of that, at the last session of the General Assembly, one delegate had proposed that the Postal Administration be closed down.

The proposal was defeated following assurances from the Postal Administration and the Department of Management that UNPA could be restructured into profitability.

It did this by lowering operational costs and introducing new marketing initiatives, such as the personalized stamp facility which some of you may have seen in the visitor’s lobby.

Some on that positive note, I’ll take your questions.  Yes, Laura.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Does the Secretary-General have anything to say about the two Italians who were taken hostage in Iraq yesterday.  

Spokesman:  He is extremely concerned about the fate of all civilians held hostage in Iraq and reiterates his call for their immediate and unconditional release.  The abductions of two French journalists and two Italian humanitarian aid workers and their Iraqi colleagues are but the latest incidents in a tragic pattern of violations committed against innocent civilians in Iraq.  The Secretary-General appeals for respect, at all times, of the fundamental principles of humanitarian law.

Thank you very much. See you tomorrow.
* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "wild" ��M2 Presswire - UN: Wild Species convention Secretariat authorizes sturge on export quotas for Black Sea�


� HYPERLINK "white" ��The Cairns Post - Crackdown on great white trade�


� HYPERLINK "meeting" ��AP Worldstream - Global meeting to consider new rules to save great white shark, timber�


� HYPERLINK "trade" ��ENN - CITES Conference on Wildlife Trade to Consider New Rules for High-Value Species�


� HYPERLINK "small" ��IPS - Small Companies Far from Meeting 'Green' Standards�


� HYPERLINK "made" ��SABC - Learners made more aware of the environment�
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