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MEDIA RELEASE
9 August 2004 

Canon encourages photographers to enter UNEP International Photographic Competition 

Canon New Zealand urges professional and amateur photographers alike to load up their cameras and participate in the world’s biggest environmental photo competition. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has launched its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment, which is sponsored once again by Canon Inc. 

The competition will run until 24 October, 2004 and is open to all nationalities and ages. 

A gold prize of US$20,000 will be awarded to the winner of the General category, which is open to applicants aged 25 years or over. There are also separate categories and cash prizes for youth (15 – 24 years) and for children (aged 14 and younger) with Gold, Silver and Bronze prizes awarded in each of the three categories. 

In launching the competition, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said that since primitive times, images have been sources of inspiration and contemplation able to reveal the joy and tragedy of humans’ place in the world. 

“I hope the pictures submitted for the fourth competition will, like those from previous years, help catalyze the political and social changes needed to reach our goals and targets on issues from water and sanitation to wildlife, waste and poverty reduction. I hope they will also delight and illuminate, while bringing to the notice of the global public new names and a new generation of talented photographers.” 

Last year’s winning image, ‘floating kids at Manila Bay’ was captured by a German photographer and showed Filipino children floating on the water salvaging rubbish from the copious amounts that surrounded them. New Zealander Kurt Adams won silver in the children’s category in 1991/1992 with his compelling image titled ‘abuse of our oceans’. 

Photos such as these generate huge interest within the photographic world and importantly, they generate significant public awareness of environmental issues globally. 

Fujio Mitarai, president and CEO of Canon Inc., said that the sponsorship was a perfect fit with Canon’s corporate philosophy of kyosei which means living and working together for the common good. 

“In accordance with this philosophy, we believe that a harmonious coexistence with nature and the environment is essential for society to achieve sustainable development,” said Mr Mitarai. “I hope that photographers participating in this competition, through the images they have captured, will be able to share the kyosei philosophy ideal with the world.” 

Analogue and digital submissions will be judged side by side by a panel of world famous photographers from Japan, Brazil, India, the USA and Indonesia. 

Full details of the competition’s rules and regulations; information on how to submit photographs in both hard and electronic formats and an application form can be read and downloaded at www.unep-photo.com.

________________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist
August 7, 2004

HEADLINE: Thought for food;
A richer world has more expensive tastes, but will the planet cope? Robert Watson and Beverly Mcintyre say only global teamwork can cut hunger and poverty

BYLINE: Robert Watson, Beverly Mcintyre; Robert Watson is chief scientist at the World Bank. Beverly Mcintyre is technical adviser for the Agricultural Science and Technology Assessment

BODY:
TWO of the greatest challenges facing humankind are reducing hunger and poverty. Today, in a world of plenty, about 800 million people are malnourished, most of them living in the rural areas of developing countries. Agricultural science and technology can tackle these problems and help our dream of a world free of hunger and poverty become a reality.

That is why a group of international humanitarian agencies want to assess how agricultural science and technology around the world can be brought to bear on the problem. The assessment will analyse the challenges developing countries face in producing nutritious accessible food and ask how science and technology can help. 

The demand for food is likely to change dramatically in the near future. With global GDP projected to rise by a factor of four by 2050, an increase in wealth will trigger a change in the type and nutritional quality of food that people demand. Couple this with a population that could reach 9 billion by 2050 and the challenges are evident.

Addressing the twin challenges of reducing poverty and hunger is not impossible. In recent decades, a number of countries have successfully achieved it. In most cases they began by boosting agricultural production. This not only feeds people but kick-starts a rural economy that increases income and triggers increased investment and economic growth. Vietnam, Thailand and China successfully used this model, and watched calorific intake increase and the percentage of people malnourished decrease. The question is how to learn from their experience.

In many developing countries, the demand for increased food production comes at a difficult time. Because of AIDS and other diseases there are fewer people to work the land. Water supplies are dwindling because of demand from other industries and the amount of arable land is falling because of declining soil fertility, urbanisation and war. As a consequence, food production per capita has actually fallen in parts of sub-Saharan Africa.

The assessment will ask how agricultural science and technology has tackled these problems in the past and how it might help in future. For example, how might it help communities make better use of dwindling water supplies, or increase soil fertility and improve the nutritional quality of food. And how can science combat agricultural pests and diseases, reduce post-harvest losses and improve food safety? It will also tackle contentious issues such as transgenics and provide a critical evaluation of the environmental and health benefits and risks associated with them.

Many problems, however, may be addressed with low-tech solutions. For example, in many developing countries farmers produce only 1 tonne per hectare in areas where they might be expected to produce 5 to 7 tonnes. GM crops may increase yield but so too could fertilisers. This would mean creating an infrastructure in which farmers can get the fertiliser they need at affordable prices. Fixing this problem may require better roads not state-of-the-art transgenic technology.

Another challenge will be to anticipate the problems of the next 50 years. For example, the growth of the economy in China is creating a dramatic change in eating habits. The staple diet for most of the 1.4 billion people in China is rice, but their new-found wealth is increasing demand for fish and meat. It is not yet clear whether China will meet this demand by importing meat or the grain necessary to increase local livestock production. Either way, China's new eating habits will have a dramatic impact on the agricultural economy in the region.

Vital to the success of meeting the challenges facing us will be bringing together all groups who care about reducing hunger and poverty: governments, the private sector, NGOs, food producers and consumers as well as the scientific community. The agencies sponsoring the assessment are the World Bank, the Food and Agricultural Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Health Organization, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The idea behind the assessment is to stimulate partnerships, and ensure the development and promotion of technologies accessible to all producers, including women. Therefore, the assessment will also address issues such as land tenure, women's access to resources, intellectual property rights and the efficacy of policies and institutions in ensuring the poor have access to appropriate technologies.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan supports the initiative, which will be developed in detail in Nairobi early next month. The assessment will begin later this year and will take three years to complete at a cost of $15 million. With the world's total research budget for agricultural science and technology running to $33 billion each year, this modest amount will help us determine how to better target investments in agricultural research to more effectively tackle hunger and poverty.
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Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire
August 9, 2004

KENYA'S WILDLIFE SANCTUARIES FACING REAL THREATS

BODY:


Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya's world famous wildlife sanctuaries, the Mara and the Masai Game Reserves and the Lake Nakuru Park are facing serious threats following the excision of the Mau forest land, environmentalists warned here Monday.

"The Mau forest is the largest forest block covering 400,000 acres. It is the main complex which has the country's water tower. The upper part of this forest is facing serious threats due to illegal logging," lamented Christian Lamberechts, an environmentalist with the UN Environmental Programme. 

"Massive degradation of the forest is continuing. You see charcoal being produced and people are continually settling in the forest, the entire Lake Nakuru region and the eastern Mau forest, which has been Kenya's main water catchment area, could diminish," said Lamberechts during a meeting with Kenyan Environment Minister Kalonzo Musyoka.

Lake Nakuru Park is the second most visited protected area in Kenya and plays host to the world's largest concentration of flamingoes and other varieties of birds.

The park is home to 56 different varieties of mammals, including lions, buffaloes, rhinos, leopards and zebras in an area covering 18,880 hectares.

Lake Nakuru is also protected and recognised as a wetland under an international treaty, the Ramsar Convention, which gave it the protected status in 1990.

The environmentalists said the degradation of the Mau Forest, a result of a 2001 forest excision policy adopted by the President Daniel Moi regime to resettle more land-less people, has led to mass logging, leading the drying of rivers, most of which drain their waters into Lake Victoria, the world's second largest fresh water lake.

The Mau forest is critical to the survival of river Nyando, the Sondu Miriu, on which the Kenyan government is constructing a 60 megawatts hydro-electricity power project estimated at 20 billion shillings. The project is located 400 km west of here.

The excision policy has seen the loss of 53 percent of the forest cover, once considered as the most densely forested area in the country, 200 km west of Nairobi.

"We are looking into this matter with the seriousness it deserves. It is unfortunate that we only have a society of volunteers to act in the best interest of the public," Kalonzo told the members of the East African Wildlife Society led by chair Imne Loefter who visited him to brief him on the destruction of the forested areas.

The minister revealed that the Tanzanian authorities have expressed concern over Kenya's apparent laxity to stop the destruction of the forest land, citing the decreasing water levels in the Mara River.

The rhinos and the hippos no longer find the river Mara habitable. We might be losing a whole ecosystem and if the Mara River dries up, we might as well forget the Mara Game Reserve, the world's most famous wildlife sanctuary, Kalonzo said.

The Society claimed that powerful political figures have continued to breach court orders barring the survey of the forest land for dishing out to the land-less squatters settled around the forests.

JOURNAL-CODE: WPNA
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The Irish Times
August 7, 2004

 Life and death in Amazonia
An environmental expedition led by renowned yachtsman Sir Peter Blake ended with his murder by pirates. Lorna Siggins, Marine Correspondent, reads his last logbooks

BODY:
Sir Peter Blake, world-famous New Zealand yachtsman, appeared to have little more to achieve when he embarked on a challenge four years ago as leader of an expedition that aimed to highlight the impact of environmental degradation on the planet. He was twice winner of the Whitbread Round the World Race, twice national manager of a victorious Kiwi America's Cup team, skipper of a yacht that broke the Jules Verne round-the-world sailing record, and had been knighted by Queen Elizabeth. He was married to an artist, Pippa, with whom he had two children, Sarah Jane and Peter.

As his close friend, journalist Alan Sefton, says in his introduction to the publication of Blake's logbooks, the skipper "wasn't searching for a new world", as he was "patently in love with the only one we've got". Indeed, it had been good to him from the time he found an abandoned dinghy at the age of five in Auckland, and his mother made him a squaresail on her sewing machine. 

However, he wanted to take "a fresh look" - Proust's definition of a true journey of discovery - when he embarked, on a French-built yacht, for the Antarctic peninsula, and for the Amazon and Negro rivers in Brazil, with the support of the UN. On December 6th, 2001, he was shot dead by pirates while trying to defend his boat and crew at Macapa, on the mouth of the Amazon. New Zealand went into mourning, many people donning red socks - Blake's trademark during the America's Cup campaign - in his memory.

"Our Hillary of the seas," New Zealand's prime minister, Helen Clark, described him in a reference to their compatriot, who had first climbed Mount Everest in 1953. The thieves took his life for little more than a few watches and a 15-horse-power Yamaha engine.

At that point, Blake had almost accomplished his mission. "We haven't hoisted sails for more than two months now, but this will soon be corrected when we turn left out of the mouth of the river and enter the Atlantic trade winds early next week - fingers crossed!" he had recorded in his last entry on December 4th, 2001.

"Again I raise the question - why are we here? What has been the point of leaving Antarctica in March, refitting in Buenos Aires over the southern winter, then undertaking the long haul north to spend some time in the Amazon? Why is part of our team off in the jungles of Venezuela?" he wrote.

"We want to restart people caring for the environment as it must be cared for, and we want to do this through adventure, through participation, through education and through enjoyment," he continued. Using technology, his crew had been "reporting on what we find", sharing their experiences and linking in by satellite phone to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

In fact, environment ministers from more than 80 states were gathered in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, when Blake put a call through to them on February 8th, 2001. At the time, he and his crew on Seamaster were alongside the sea ice in George VI Sound on the Antarctic Peninsula. They were in unexplored territory, having gone farther south than any other vessel to latitude 69.54 degrees - as a direct result of global warming.

Blake's conversation with the UN decision-makers is not recorded, but he and his crew had encountered humpback and minke whales, Antarctic fur seals, leopard seals feeding on Adelie and chinstrap penguins; and they had all marvelled at the wonderful ice-sculpted landscape of Antarctica - a landscape which, from my own experience of it for this newspaper in 1997, never quite leaves one's consciousness. On several occasions, members of the crew dived to examine the ice sculptures more closely.

"At first, in poor visibility, the berg appeared milky/bluish white," wrote Chris Coffin, a temporary crew member, in January 2001, off Half Moon Island, some 62 degrees south. "Then, as we approached the face of the berg at about six metres below the surface, the artwork was revealed. We were greeted with a smooth, concave, and almost dimpled surface. There were crystal-clear, almost completely transparent shafts of ice going right through the berg, and layers of blue ice where pressure had done its work. There were smooth cut-outs, like those created when you melt an ice cube under warm water. There were channel cracks that went deep into the ice, likely spots where the berg will break in later life."

The bergs "comprise billions of tonnes of frozen water being released into the oceans," Coffin's skipper, Peter Blake, wrote in the same log entry. "But first they will sail their ghostly paths through currents for a year or two, or more, gradually diminishing in size; very old water that was laid down as the snowfalls of millenniums ago, full of the nutrients and microscopic life that are so important to the beginning of the marine food chain."

"The view we have on this clear but freezing-cold evening, as the sun is heading for the horizon, is one of enormity - both in size and age," Blake continued. "Nature at her grandest in a form impossible for man to replicate." If Blake and his crew were shaken by the obvious impact of global warming in the deep south, they were further exercised by the extent of environmental exploitation in the rainforests of Amazonia. After an extensive conversion and another crew change, Seamaster sailed north up the coast of South America, and navigated 1,400 miles of the Amazon and Negro rivers to the very centre of the Amazon basin.

En route, the crew encountered otters, caiman crocodiles, thatch-roofed bongos or riverboats, toucans and green parrots, scarlet macaws, turtles and river dolphins; Blake's wife, Pippa, joined for part of the journey - the couple's two children had already been on board - and some of her paintings are reproduced in the logbook publication.

"The Amazonian landscape is daunting, vast and hauntingly beautiful," she wrote on the River Negro, shortly before she left, just a week before her husband's death. "What has struck me most is the depth of the dark, moody colours in the forests and river waters. Also the mirror-like reflections in the still tributaries - reminding me always of the 'ink-blot' butterfly images one makes as a child by folding paper. The colours are strange and different, but always with dashes of brilliance among the darkness." Stunning photographs taken by several of the crew illustrate the logbook extracts which Sefton has edited, and there are some interesting references, including an account of Irishman Ernest Shackleton's dramatic Antarctic rescue almost 90 years ago.

Throughout, Blake berates those responsible for pollution, overfishing, illegal logging, hunting - but stops short of analysing the problem in any detailed socio-economic context. Perhaps he was reluctant to point the finger at some of the multinationals who may have been associated with the international yachting events where he made his name? During the Amazonia leg, part of Blake's group went upriver on a 15-metre catamaran which they named Big Bongo. They were near the entrance to the Siapa river among the Yanomami community of Venezeula, when they were approached by several men carrying large bags of turtles and some birdlife. They also had a freshly killed and skinned large male jaguar, although it is listed as an endangered species.

The hunters would sell the jaguar skin for just US $ 300, while the head would be offered separately. The group declined, while well aware that there would be other purchasers - and that these men would never see the large sum paid for the skin which would eventually hang on a wall, or be spread on a livingroom floor.

The Last Great Adventure of Sir Peter Blake: from the Antarctic to the Amazon, Sir Peter Blake's logbooks edited by Alan Sefton, will be published on Tuesday by Adlard Coles Nautical. Price £ 25
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BBC

Nature 'mankind's gravest threat' 
Giant tsunamis, super volcanoes and earthquakes could pose a greater threat than terrorism, scientists claim. 
Global Geophysical Events, or "Gee Gee's", as they are nick-named, are not being taken seriously enough, they say. 

The global community needs to monitor these risks, and develop strategies to cope in the face of a catastrophe. 

However, we are making good progress in reducing the threat of asteroid impacts, the researchers said during a briefing at the Royal Institution, UK. 

Battening down 
Since 9/11 we have become acutely aware of the threat of terrorism. Governments worldwide are battening down the hatches and ratcheting up the security. 

But, in terms of grave threats, are we really looking in the right direction? 

Giant walls of water that can devastate coastal cities, volcanoes so big that their ash crushes houses 1,500km (932 miles) away, giant earthquakes and asteroid impacts. These are very rare events and, if we are lucky, nothing like them will happen in our lifetimes. 

But in the longer term, Gee Gee's may be our undoing if we do not take action. According to researchers, careful preparation could potentially save thousands of lives. 

	
	We need to raise awareness, identify threats and improve surveillance 
Bill McGuire, Benfield Grieg Hazard Research Centre 


"In any one year the chances of one of these things happening is probably much less than 1%," said Bill McGuire, director of the Benfield Grieg Hazard Research Centre. "But in the longer term it is 100%. 

"We need to raise awareness, identify threats and improve surveillance. 

"We need to plan what we will do if these things happen." 

Super eruption 
Volcanoes and earthquakes are relatively common occurrences, but Gee Gee's are on an altogether different scale. 

The last "super volcanic eruption" was back in April 1815, when Tambora in Indonesia exploded violently, in what was the largest eruption in historic time. 

The eruption column reached a height of about 44 km (28 miles), ash fell as far as 1,300 km (800 miles) from the volcano - and an estimated 92,000 people were killed. 

Rare though they are, events this catastrophic need to be taken very seriously. 

The potential threat that scientists currently have their eye on is an insecure rock - the size of the Isle of Man - in the Canary Island of La Palma. 

The rock is in the process of slipping into the sea and Professor McGuire fears that when it finally collapses, the resulting tsunami will cause massive destruction along the coasts of countries like the USA, UK and many on the African continent, within a matter of hours. 

"Eventually the whole rock will collapse into the water, and the collapse - when it happens - will devastate the Atlantic margin," said Professor McGuire. 

The triggering factor could be the eruption of the volcano on La Palma, called Cumbre Vieja, which could feasibly blow "anytime", according to Professor McGuire. 

Many researchers working in the field of Gee Gee's would like better monitoring of Cumbre Vieja, so that advance warning can be given for the possible collapse of the rock. 

"We need to be out there now looking at when an eruption is likely to happen," said Professor McGuire. "Otherwise there will be no time to evacuate major cities." 

Cosmic threat 
Global governments are not entirely ignoring the threat of Gee Gee's, however. 

The greatest danger to humanity comes from asteroids, but work funded largely by the US government is swiftly tackling this threat. 

The European Space Agency (Esa) and Nasa are planning missions to test how the course of asteroids and comets can be altered by an impact. 

Esa's mission Don Quijote will send a spacecraft crashing into the surface of a space rock to measure the effects. In 2005, Nasa's Deep Impact will monitor the outcome of blowing a hole in comet Tempel 1. 

Scientists hope this will help them learn how to destroy or deflect an asteroid on a collision course with Earth. 

According to Benny Peiser, of John Moores University, UK, the threat of cosmic mega disasters will be essentially "abolished within 30 years". 

"A quiet and largely unnoticed technological revolution is dramatically accelerating the rate at which near-Earth asteroids (NEAs) are discovered," he said. 

In 1995 we knew about 300 NEAs, today we know about 3000 - and within 20 years we could be aware of 90% of all nearby space rocks, he says. 

"For the first time in the history of evolution we are closing this window of vulnerability." 

ENS

Four Dead at Japanese Nuclear Power Plant 
TSURUGA, Japan, August 9, 2004 (ENS) - Four nuclear workers are dead and seven others were rushed to hospitals with serious injuries today when steam escaped from one of the reactors of Mihama Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture. It is the worst loss of life ever at a Japanese nuclear facility. 

No radioactivity leaked into the environment as a result of the incident, the Japanese Nuclear and Industry Safety Agency and plant owner Kansai Electric Power Company said. 

The reason why the steam escaped is not yet known, and the government agency said it is sending inspectors to the site, located in the town of Mihama, 340 kilometers (210 miles) west of Tokyo. The Fukui prefectural police also are investigating the incident. 

The accident happened at the plant's No. 3 reactor at around 3:30 pm local time, according to police and firefighters. The 826 megawatt pressurized water reactor shut down automatically, the government agency said. 

The reactor, which began operating in 1976, is one of four at the Mihama plant. 

Mihama Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui Prefecture (Photo credit unknown)
The Kansai Electric Power Company (KEPCO) issued a statement apologizing and expressing regret for the loss of life and injuries. The company has established an emergency disaster response task force at its headquarters in Osaka. 

All 11 workers are employees of the Osaka company Kiuchi Keisoku, KEPCO said. They were delivering tools to Mihama in preparation for a regular annual inspection when the incident occurred at the part of the facility housing a turbine powered by pressurized steam. 

Kansai is Japan's second biggest electric power company and operates 11 nuclear reactors at the Mihama, Ohi and Takahama power stations. 

This incident is not the first time the Mihama power plant has had a steam-related problem. On February 9, 1991 the rupture of a steam generator pipe caused the release of radioactivity at the Mihama facility. 

It was the first time in Japan that damage to a steam generator had activated the emergency core cooling system of a nuclear plant. 

In a separate Japanese nuclear incident today, Japan's largest power producer, Tokyo Electric Power Company, said a water leak has forced the shutdown of a reactor at its Fukushima-Daini plant. 

Elsewhere in Japan, Nagasaki is marking the anniversary of the atomic bombing of the city. An atomic bomb dropped by the United States on August 9, 1945 ended World War II. At the memorial ceremony, Nagasaki Mayor Iccho Ito urged citizens of the United States to work with Japan to eliminate nuclear weapons. 

From Nagasaki where he delivered a memorial address for the atomic bomb victims, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi the fatalities and injuries at Mihama were "regrettable." 

"The government must do its utmost to ensure safety," the Prime Minister said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Canada Reports 1st Probable West Nile Case of 2004


OTTAWA - Canada has reported this year's first probable case of human West Nile infection, after 10 people in Canada died of the mosquito-borne disease in 2003, Ontario health officials said. 

The Medical Officer of Health for the southern Ontario county of Windsor-Essex said a 45-year-old woman, taken to hospital on Aug. 2, has shown positive results for the virus. She is still in hospital in a stable, but guarded condition. 

"This first human probable case for this year should remind all residents that mosquito season is not over and to continue to use protective measures to avoid mosquito bites," Dr. Allen Heimann said in a statement. 

The virus, carried by birds and transmitted to people by mosquitoes, infected an estimated 1,300 people in Canada last year. It infected 9,300 in the United States and killed 240. 

"Although today's finding is of concern, Ontario has experience in dealing with West Nile virus and has taken steps to reduce the risk," Ontario's Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Sheela Basrur said in a statement. "Individuals should play their part by avoiding mosquito bites wherever possible." 

Story Date: 10/8/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update –10 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP International Photographic Competition
Scoop, New Zealand, Monday, 9 August 2004 - Press Release: Canon - Canon encourages photographers to enter UNEP International Photographic Competition Canon New Zealand urges professional and amateur photographers alike to load up their cameras and participate in the world’s biggest environmental photo competition. 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has launched its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment, which is sponsored once again by Canon Inc. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/CU0408/S00056.htm

Green Customs Initiative to curb illegal trade
NewIndPress, Monday August 9 2004 - CHENNAI: In an effort to check illegal cross-country trade in environmentally-hazardous substances, the National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics-Southern Region (NACEN) Chennai, will soon launch a Green Customs Initiative to train and network with Customs personnel in 70 countries. The task of training the international Customs personnel has been entrusted to NACEN by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) through a MoU that was signed recently, K M Nair, Commissioner of Customs and Central Excise and Additional Director General, NACEN, who will personally supervise the training programme, said. The first phase of training will be followed by monitoring and evaluation.
http://www.newindpress.com/NewsItems.asp?ID=IET20040808234320&Title=Southern+News+%2D+Tamil+Nadu&rLink=0 

General Environment News

Ministry wakes up to e-waste 

Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand. 09 August 2004 - The Environment Ministry plans to launch a voluntary "e-waste" recycling scheme next year which will try to prevent computer monitors and televisions ending up in landfills.
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2996169a28,00.html 

************************************


UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –10 August 2004

General Environment News

Expert: Human activity threatens peak
China Daily 2004-08-09

A senior scientist warned Sunday that human carelessness is putting the delicate ecological balance of Mount Qomolangma in peril. China Association for Scientific Expedition President Gao Dengyi revealed an alarming 615 tons of waste had been dumped by visitors to the peak between 1921 and 1999. Gao asked the central government to establish a national station to strengthen environmental monitoring and research on the world's highest peak. "The effort will not only benefit China but the rest of the world," said Gao, adding that data collected on the mountain could shed more light on global environmental and climate change trends. 
The greater popularity of the mountain is taking its toll, with its snow becoming increasingly contaminated by DDT and lead. "Ozone depletion over the plateau was not caused by human activity, so it didn't change much during previous years," said Gao. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-08/09/content_363475.htm
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN wins rebel pledge to allow vaccinations of 500,000 children in Darfur, Sudan

*
Iraq: UN completes annual check of nuclear sites for non-proliferation treaty

*
Concerned at bloodshed in Iraq, Annan calls for ceasefire

*
Côte d’Ivoire transitional cabinet meets for first time in four months, UN says

*
UN representative hails progress in Burundi’s post-conflict talks

*
UN nuclear watchdog in touch with Japan over power plant accident

*
Top UN envoy for Afghanistan condemns latest killing of electoral workers 

*
UN anti-drug official hails new decree against narcotics in Afghanistan

*
Arab League and UN food agency sign accord to fight hunger
*
UN warns overfishing in Asia-Pacific threatens vital food and economic resource
*
Action needed now to end abuse of world’s indigenous peoples – UN
*
UN invites Palestinian and Israeli youth from peace camp to visit Vienna office

*
Security in Angola improves, food production grows but challenges remain – UN

*
With drought in Sri Lanka continuing, UN warns coming months could be critical

*
Ebola outbreak in southern Sudan is over, UN health agency announces

* * * *

Sudan

9 August – Representatives of the rebel movements in Sudan’s western Darfur region have agreed to allow some 500,000 children cut off from regular health services to be vaccinated against such potentially killer diseases as measles and polio, the United Nations announced today.

Agreement was reached with the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) after a UN team met their representatives last Friday in Asmara, Eritrea, according to the UN in Khartoum. The Sudanese Health Ministry endorsed the initiative.

The top UN envoy for Sudan, Jan Pronk, welcomed the development. “This is a good example of the kind of cooperation needed from both sides to deliver the relief that is urgently needed,” he said from Khartoum. “It is crucial that vaccines reach all children in all areas of Darfur.”

Although a massive vaccination campaign had already reached millions of children in Darfur, an estimated half million youngsters missed out because they were living behind rebel lines.

Meanwhile, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the security situation in Darfur remained tenuous, with more violence directed at, and displacing, civilians in North and South Darfur States.

Militia suspected to be Janjaweed attacked some 35 families on Saturday in Tawilla, North Darfur. Reports also continue of attacks by armed men on horses and camels, supported by uniformed men and military vehicles, in South Darfur.

In North Darfur, there also have been reports of Sudanese authorities offering up to 100,000 Sudanese dinars, or nearly $400, to leaders of groups of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to get them to persuade people to return voluntarily to their areas of origin. Despite pressure, the IDPs are choosing to stay put because of security concerns. There are some 1.2 million IDPs in Sudan, with another 200,000 Sudanese across the border in Chad housed in refugee camps.
Humanitarian agencies have been travelling to rebel-held areas in North Darfur that had previously been off-limits to assess the local needs, OCHA said. The latest assessment team completed its mission to three sites Friday and said humanitarian assistance was urgently needed for some 50,000 displaced persons there.

On the political front, Mr. Pronk held meetings with various officials over the weekend regarding the peace process in southern Sudan and the situation in Darfur. On Friday he travelled to southern Sudan and met with senior leadership of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), focusing on the next round of the peace talks with the Sudanese Government, before meeting Saturday with SPLM Chairman John Garang.

Yesterday Mr. Pronk attended an extraordinary meeting of Arab Foreign Ministers in Cairo to consider the situation in Darfur. In separate talks with the Foreign Minister of Egypt, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Mr. Pronk provided him with an overview of the plan of action agreed to last week with the Sudanese Government, which committed Khartoum to take “detailed steps” in the next 30 days to disarm the militias responsible for deadly attacks in Darfur.
They also discussed the provisions of Security Council resolution 1556 – which raised the possibility of measures, including economic sanctions, against the Sudanese Government should it not make progress on commitments to disarm the Janjaweed militias and restore security in Darfur– the needs of the IDPs, the resources required for Darfur and progress so far in deploying AU monitors to the region.

* * *

Iraq

9 August – The United Nations atomic watchdog agency has completed its annual inspection of remaining nuclear materials in Iraq to ensure that they conform to the country’s safeguard obligations against the spread of weapons under the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The inspection by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), carried out at the request of Iraq’s Foreign Minister, is separate from UN Security Council-mandated inspections which probed whether ousted leader Saddam Hussein was developing weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). Those checks ceased in mid-March 2003 shortly before the war.

The material – natural or low-enriched uranium – is not sensitive from a proliferation perspective.

“This week’s mission was a good first step,” IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said on its completion at the end of last week. “Now we hope to be in a position to complete the mandate entrusted to us by the Security Council.”

The removal of remaining sanctions imposed on Iraq in connection with its 1990 invasion of Kuwait and the subsequent 1991 Persian Gulf War is dependent on completion of this latter mission by teams from the IAEA and the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) to ensure that Iraq has eliminated all WMDs. Such teams have not returned since the war.

The latest inspection was not the IAEA’s first related to the NPT since the war. In June 2003 a team went to Baghdad to determine how much nuclear material was missing after the reported looting of the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre, which had been under IAEA seal. It found that uranium compounds dispersed in the looting posed no danger from the point of view of proliferation.

* * *

Iraq

7 August – Reacting to widespread fighting in Iraq in recent days, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for a peaceful solution, pledging the world body’s help towards this end.

A spokesman for Mr. Annan issued a statement voicing extreme concern at the violence, especially in the holy city of Najaf.

The Secretary-General “is particularly troubled by the high toll of dead and wounded, including civilian casualties,” the spokesman said.

The statement, released in New York, emphasized that force should be a last resort and called for “every effort to be made, even at this late hour, to work out a ceasefire and peaceful solution.”

As the UN helps Iraq to prepare for its National Conference, due to begin in mid-August, the spokesman said that event can be an important step in a peaceful and inclusive political transition, by promoting national reconciliation and dialogue. “The United Nations is ready to extend its facilitating role to the current crisis, if this would be helpful.”

The statement also called Prime Minister Allawi’s offer of a limited amnesty and wider participation in the political process “steps in the right direction.”

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

9 August – Côte d’Ivoire’s Council of Ministers met today for the first time since March, fulfilling the pledges that political party leaders made at a summit convened and co-chaired by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan late last month in Ghana.

Three opposition ministers whom President Laurent Gbagbo had dismissed from the Government of National Transition were among those participating in the meeting, said Albert Tévoédjré, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and chief of the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (ONUCI).

On the Council agenda is implementing the January 2003 Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, which ended bitter fighting between factions in the north and the south and which had caused the four-month stalemate. It calls for Mr. Gbagbo and Prime Minister Seydou Diarra to redistribute powers and for a new nationality code that would expand the field of political candidates.

* * *

Burundi

9 August – The top United Nations envoy for Burundi today hailed progress made during two days of talks in South Africa on forming a multi-party, power-sharing government at the end of the transitional political period, which followed a decade of civil conflict in the Great Lakes nation.

Returning to the Burundian capital of Bujumbura from the talks in Pretoria, Carolyn McAskie commended the advancement in the negotiations among 31 Burundian political parties on 4 and 5 August and hailed “the tireless efforts” exerted by South African President Thabo Mbeki and by the Facilitator, Deputy President Jacob Zuma, to narrow the gap between the parties.

She also urged “all concerned Burundian parties to redouble their efforts to reach the required consensus around that agreement in the coming few days.”

The UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB) would continue to lend the mandated support for the successful conclusion of the transitional post-conflict period and the return of peace and stability to Burundi, she said in a statement.

At a news conference last Friday, the chief of ONUB’s Electoral Division, Ahmedou El Becaye Seck, said he had 125 experts advising Burundians on the expected elections.

In May the UN Security Council approved an ONUB mandate which included contributing to the successful completion of free, transparent and peaceful elections, as stipulated in the August 2000 Arusha Agreement.

* * *

Japan

9 August – The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency is in contact with Japanese authorities over an accident in the steam generator turbine circuit of the Mihama Nuclear Power Plant some 320 kilometres west of Tokyo.

The Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said it had received information from Japanese nuclear regulatory authorities who reported that the accident occurred in a non-radioactive part of the plant.

The IAEA said it expected to receive updates on a continuous basis, adding that no request for assistance had been received.

According to latest reports from Japan, four workers were scalded to death when a pipe burst and seven others were injured, three seriously.

* * *

Afghanistan

7 August – The top United Nations envoy for Afghanistan today condemned in the strongest terms the murder Friday of two Afghan electoral workers in an attack on their convoy.

A spokesman for Jean Arnault, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and chief of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), said Mr. Arnault “was encouraged that police accompanying the convoy managed to capture one of the attackers and hopes that others will be apprehended and brought to justice soon.”

According to the spokesman, four vehicles of the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) Secretariat – the independent body mandated to conduct and supervise elections – and the police were attacked between 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. yesterday near the village of Yakhdan in Kijran District, Uruzgan Province, in the country’s centre.

During the attack training officer Mohammed Hashim and driver Mohammed Hussein were both killed. A third person, who is yet to be identified, is reported to be missing. All four vehicles were destroyed and investigations into the incident continue.

Through his spokesman, Mr. Arnault conveyed his condolences and expressed his deepest sympathy to the families, friends and colleagues of the deceased. “He also sincerely hopes that one other member of the convoy who is currently missing is found soon and alive,” the statement said.

* * *

Afghanistan

8 August – The senior United Nations anti-drug official in Afghanistan today welcomed the issuance of a religious decree condemning narcotics and related activities.

Mohammad Reza Amirkhizi, Country Representative of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), said the fatwa signed by Afghanistan’s Council of Ulemas earlier this month sends a “clear message that opium poppy cultivation – even if it is not consumed by Muslims or if it is done out of poverty – is illegal.”

The religious decree stresses to the Government and Afghan people that cultivation, processing, trafficking and consumption of drugs must be prevented.

While Afghans have long understood that Islam prohibits the consumption of narcotics, there has often been confusion about whether or not cultivation of opium poppy was haram, or strictly forbidden. UNDOC said the new fatwa clarifies that cultivation is indeed haram.

Mr. Amirkhizi’s statement came as he prepared to leave the position of UNDOC chief in Afghanistan. His successor is Doris Buddenburg, who comes to the country after having served many years with UNODC, most recently in Viet Nam. She will formally take up the post in September.

In a separate development, UN officials announced today that voter registration in the war-ravaged country has passed the 9 million mark. Women made up more than 41 per cent of the 9,149,261 Afghans registered as of 3 August.

But this welcome news comes amid ongoing violence in Afghanistan, which most recently saw two electoral workers killed in an attack on Friday.

A spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) acknowledged that providing security for voter registration sites is easier than providing security on voting day. “Of course the people who deal with security are also aware of this so they have been working very actively to design plans,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in Kabul.

He voiced hope that “religious and tribal leaders and shuras in every area of this country, no matter how small, will also consider [it] their responsibility to ensure that people behave properly, go to the polling station and dismiss any attempts by those who might want to spoil this process.”

* * *

Arab League

9 August– In an effort to coordinate the battle against hunger and malnutrition, especially among women and children, the United Nations emergency feeding agency and the Arab League have signed their first memorandum of understanding for future cooperation.

“This is an historic agreement between two international organizations both working to improve the status of food security in the Middle East,” the head of the World Food Programme (WFP) External Relations division, Allan Jury, said at the signing ceremony at the League’s headquarters yesterday in Cairo.

“Unfortunately, a number of hotspots in the world are today located in the Middle East and tragically affect the livelihoods of people living in the region,” he added. “Our hope is that by working together we can alleviate their suffering. There is no doubt that the world will become stable and secure if we can join forces to fight hunger, misery and injustice.”

WFP, the world’s largest humanitarian agency which in 2003 fed a record 104 million people in 81 countries, has already been providing significant amounts of food to League members. In Sudan it is targeting over 2 million people, in Egypt 500,000 and in Yemen 30,000.

The 22-member League, founded in 1945, is the world’s oldest regional organization with a mandate to promote closer ties and economic development in the region.

* * *

Fisheries

9 August – Asian-Pacific fisheries, a vital source of food and crucial for the economies of the region, are threatened by overfishing and a resulting decline in the abundance of more valuable species, according to a new report by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

The region is the world’s largest producer of both farmed fish and captured fish – accounting for 91 per cent and 48 per cent of total world production respectively – and improved management is required in order to secure the sector’s future, says the report, presented to the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission last week in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

FAO cites a study by the WorldFish Centre, an international resource organization belonging to the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, which suggests that over the last 25 years the amount of fish available in some Asian-Pacific areas has declined by between 6 and 33 percent. In a few instances, the drop has been as steep as 40 percent over five years.

Changes in the composition of fish resources have also occurred, FAO notes. The abundance of larger, more valuable species has declined, while the proportion of smaller fish lower down the food chain, sometimes referred to as “trash fish,” has notably increased – a phenomenon known as “fishing down the food chain.”

Recent studies estimate that the amount of trash fish being landed now exceeds 60 per cent of the total marine production from the South China Sea, about 60 per cent of the catch in the Gulf of Thailand, 30 per cent to 80 percent in Viet Nam, and 50 per cent in trawl catches from western Malaysia.

“Demand is fast outstripping supply and prices are expected to rise, resulting in greater incentives to target these fish and aggravate the over-fishing problem in the area,” FAO says.

* * *

Indigenous peoples

9 August – The United Nations today marked the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People with calls to governments, intergovernmental organizations and the international community at-large for urgent action to end the gross human rights abuses, discrimination and marginalization that all too often are still their lot in society.

“For far too long, indigenous peoples’ lands have been taken away, their cultures denigrated or directly attacked, their languages and customs suppressed, their wisdom and traditional knowledge overlooked or exploited, and their sustainable ways of developing natural resources dismissed,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said.

“Some have even faced the threat of extinction,” he added in a message observing the 10th anniversary of the Day, which also marks the closing year of the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People proclaimed by the UN General Assembly to raise awareness about the situation of indigenous people.

“Governments, intergovernmental organizations and civil society must work to empower indigenous peoples and ensure their participation in decisions that affect their lives,” he declared.

The Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation of indigenous peoples of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, voiced deep concern over continuing reports of gross violations against indigenous peoples worldwide.

“Despite the progress made over the past 10 years, at the national and international levels, indigenous peoples the world over continue to be among the most marginalized and dispossessed sectors of society, the victims of perennial prejudice and discrimination,” he declared.

Mr. Stavenhagen noted the “brutal killing” just last week of an indigenous human rights activist in Colombia, Fredy Arias, allegedly by a member of a paramilitary group, and called on the Colombian Government to investigate this and other such violations and bring those responsible to justice without delay.

“Indigenous peoples are also the victims of other types of violations,” he added. “In too many places they lack access to basic services and continue to suffer multiple forms of discrimination elsewhere. I call on Governments to make real progress on their commitment to improve the living and human rights conditions of indigenous peoples. Rhetoric must become a thing of the past; action is what is needed now.”

* * * 

Middle East

9 August – Dozens of young Palestinian and Israeli delegates from the network “Middle East Youth for Peace” will visit the United Nations complex in Vienna for a tour tomorrow to acquaint them with the peace-making work of the UN and encourage them to continue their collaboration.

One hundred ten members of Israel and Palestinian youth organizations will take an hour-long guided tour through the UN complex in the Austrian capital, the UN Office in Vienna (UNOV) said.

Unable to get to know one another in their own countries, the young people are taking part in a peace camp in Döbriach, Austria, at the invitation of the Österreichischen Kinderfreunde, a non-governmental organization (NGO) for youngsters, the UN said. The camp winds up its work on Wednesday.

The delegates represent Hashomer Hatzair (Israel), Noar Oved Vehalomed (Israel), the Arab Youth Movement (Israel), the Palestine Red Crescent Society (Palestine), the Independent Youth Union (Palestine), Österreichische Kinderfreunde – Rote Falken (Austria) and Woodcraft Folk (United Kingdom), it said.

* * *

Angola

9 August – After almost three decades of war followed by two years of peace and stability, security in Angola has noticeably improved, cereal production is growing and the number of people needing food aid is falling, but the southern African country is still only achieving a tiny fraction of its agricultural potential, according to a United Nations report.

A joint assessment mission from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food Programme (WFP) estimated that the area planted with crops was about 2.91 million hectares, an increase of 15 per cent over last year. But the cultivated acreage reflects only a very small amount – 4.8 per cent – of the potentially cultivable land.

Cereal production in 2003-04, including milled rice, is estimated at 713,000 tons, more than 9 per cent higher than last year and 27 per cent above the previous five-year average, mainly from increased areas under cultivation.

The average number of people needing food aid per month will be about 1.12 million, compared to 1.4 million last year, the report says. Many vulnerable people are once again cultivating their fields and producing food even though many lost their assets as a consequence of the war that tore the potentially rich country apart.

Angola is sub-Saharan Africa’s second biggest oil exporter. In contrast, the agricultural sector employs some two-thirds of the working population but contributes only 6 per cent to the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) as compared with 18 per cent in 1990.

The increase in oil production could help boost real GDP growth to 11.3 per cent in 2004 or 13.7 per cent in 2005, but this would probably have only limited or even a negative effect on the non-oil sector. The predominance of oil in the economy induces such an appreciation of the local currency that it may eventually reduce the competitiveness of domestic production vis-à-vis imports.

Since April 2002, when a ceasefire agreement was signed between the government and the rebel Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), a large number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees in neighbouring countries have been returning to their homes. Circulation within the country has become easier but people must still cope daily with landmines, and removing them is one of Angola’s top priorities. Furthermore, the extremely poor condition of the roads is seriously hindering market activities, increased access to food or the expansion of income-generating activities, particularly in the countryside.

* * *

Sri Lanka

9 August – With drought conditions in Sri Lanka worsening and the cumulative rainfall by mid-July falling some 30 to 50 percent below normal in most areas, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today that the next couple of months will be critical for the main crop season in the Indian Ocean island.

Calling for close monitoring of the situation, the agency said that without a significant improvement in rainfall, the next Maha crop season – from October 2004 to March 2005, accounting for 60 per cent of annual production – will be at risk and some districts may suffer a third consecutive crop failure. Livestock would be affected as well.

Rainfall in Sri Lanka has been extremely low since the beginning of the last Maha season. By late February, water levels in the major reservoirs and minor tanks in Northwestern Province and North-Central Province ranged only from 21 to 34 per cent of capacity.

The failure of rains reduced rice production by between 37 and 77.5 per cent in some areas compared to the previous year. Other rainfed crops, including maize, various pulses and chillies, were also heavily damaged.

* * *

Ebola

6 August – Thanks to the effective coordination among national and international health officials, the United Nations today declared the contagious and deadly Ebola virus outbreak in southern Sudan over.

No new cases have been reported in the past 42 days, twice the maximum incubation time for the four known species of Ebola, according to the UN World Health Organization (WHO). It was the fifth epidemic diagnosed since 2000.

“The rapid containment of this outbreak was a tremendous success for the health authorities, WHO, and the international community involved in the control operations,” said Dr. Abdullah Ahmed, head of the WHO office in southern Sudan and coordinator of the medical and community responses in Yambio County where cases emerged.

Seven people died out of the 17 people infected with the haemorrhagic fever. The disease is transmitted by direct contact with any bodily fluids of infected persons.

Local community advocates relayed vital messages about disease prevention and care to the people in and around Yambio, WHO said.

“Once the people of Yambio were convinced of the very real risks Ebola posed and they understood what they could do to protect themselves and their families the outbreak response was greatly accelerated,” said Ms. Asiya Odugleh from the WHO Mediterranean Centre for Vulnerability Reduction, located in Tunisia, who assisted the county’s social mobilization team.

A low fence built at an isolation ward at Yambio Hospital allowed patients to be effectively isolated, yet able to chat with family and friends from a safe distance. According to WHO, such simple disease control measures made it easier for families to accept the isolation of their relatives.

The Yambio experience showed the value of rapid outbreak detection, effective local responses, active community involvement and the coordination of specialized help from international agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to contain the spread of the virus, WHO said.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Iraq –- Secretary-General Statement
We put a statement out on Saturday, saying that the Secretary-General is extremely concerned at the widespread fighting that has broken out in Iraq over the last several days, especially in the holy city of Najaf.  He is particularly troubled by the high toll of dead and wounded, including civilian casualties.

He believes that, in such a situation, force should be a last resort.  He calls for every effort to be made, even at this late hour, he said, to work out a ceasefire and peaceful solution.

The United Nations is helping with the preparations for the National Conference, due to begin in mid-August.  In the Secretary-General’s view, the Conference can be an important step in a peaceful and inclusive political transition, by promoting national reconciliation and dialogue.  The United Nations is ready to extend its facilitating role to the current crisis, the Secretary-General said, if this would be helpful.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Allawi’s offer over the weekend of a limited amnesty and wider participation in the political process are steps in the right direction, the statement went on.

Also on Iraq, the Secretary-General’s report on the UN Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) is out on the racks today.

**Iraq-IAEA
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has completed its annual inventory of declared nuclear material in Iraq, and is returning to Vienna.

The Agency’s Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei, said, “This week’s mission was a good first step.”  Now, he said, the Agency hopes it will be in a position to complete the mandate entrusted to it by the Security Council, to complete the verification process required of the Agency and the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).

That verification mission is different from the work the IAEA did this past week, which was to inspect all declared nuclear materials, in line with Iraq’s safeguards agreement.  We have a press release with more information on that upstairs.

**Sudan
For the record, I’d like to refer to a statement issued last Friday afternoon, in which the Secretary-General welcomed the agreement between his Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, and the Government of Sudan on an Action Plan for Darfur.

In this statement, the Secretary-General said he attaches great importance to substantive and verifiable progress being made during the next 30 days towards restoring full security for the Darfur region.  The full text of the statement is available upstairs. 

Regarding Mr. Pronk’s activities over the weekend, on Friday, 6 August, he travelled to southern Sudan and met with senior leadership of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM).  The focus of the discussions was the next round of the peace talks with the Sudanese Government.  On Saturday, the Special Representative met John Garang, the Chairman of the SPLM, and yesterday, Mr. Pronk attended the Arab Foreign Ministers' extraordinary meeting held in Cairo to consider the situation in Darfur.

In a separate meeting with the Foreign Minister of Egypt, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Mr. Pronk provided him with an overview of the Plan of Action agreed upon with the Sudanese Government.  They also discussed the provisions of Security Council resolution 1556 (2004), the needs of the internally displaced persons, the resources required for Darfur, and progress so far in deploying monitors to the region. 

Regarding humanitarian developments, the UN in Khartoum announced today that representatives of the rebel movements in Darfur have agreed to allow the vaccination of an estimated half a million children cut off from regular health services in the region.  Agreement was reached with the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) after a UN team met their representatives in the Eritrean capital of Asmara last Friday.  The Sudanese Health Ministry endorsed the initiative.

Special Representative Jan Pronk welcomed this development saying that this is a good example of the kind of cooperation needed from both sides to deliver the relief that is urgently needed.  The full text of the press release is available upstairs.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that the security situation in Darfur remains tenuous, with more violence directed at, and displacing, civilians in North and South Darfur.  Militia men suspected to be Janjaweed attacked some 35 families in Tawilla, North Darfur, on Saturday.  Meanwhile, reports continue of attacks by armed men on horses and camels, supported by uniformed men and military vehicles, in South Darfur.

In North Darfur, there have also been reports of Sudanese authorities offering up to 100,000 Sudanese dinars, or nearly $400, to leaders of groups of internally displaced persons, to get them to persuade the displaced people to return voluntarily to their areas of origin. Despite pressure, the internally displaced persons are choosing to stay put, because of security concerns.

Humanitarian agencies, meanwhile, have been travelling to rebel-held areas in North Darfur that had previously been off-limits, to assess the needs of the population.  The latest assessment team completed its mission to three sites last Friday and said that humanitarian assistance was urgently needed for some 50,000 displaced persons there.

**Afghanistan
The head of the UN Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Jean Arnault, condemned in the strongest terms the murderous attack that claimed the lives of two Afghan electoral workers in Uruzgan last Friday.  He expressed his sincere hope that one member of the convoy that was attacked in Uruzgan will be found soon, and alive.

In that attack, four vehicles of a convoy from the Joint Electoral Management Body were attacked.  Police managed to capture one of the attackers, and investigations into the incident continue.

We have more details in yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul, which also mentions that the number of Afghans registered to vote has now passed the nine million mark.

**Security Council
There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today, or for tomorrow, for that matter.  The Council’s next scheduled meeting is on Wednesday morning, when it expects to hold an open briefing, followed by consultations, on the Middle East.

**Cote d’Ivoire
We have just received word from the UN Mission in Cote d’Ivoire (MINUCI) that a meeting of the Council of Ministers has taken place in that country, in keeping with the timetable agreed to at the summit co-chaired by the Secretary-General in Accra, Ghana.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Albert Tevoedjre, reported that three Cabinet ministers who had been earlier dismissed from the Government did in fact participate in today’s Cabinet meeting, including ministers from the Forces Nouvelles in the North.

**Burundi
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Burundi, Carolyn McAskie, has commended the progress made at the talks on post-transitional power-sharing held in Pretoria, South Africa, among 31 Burundian political parties last week. 

In a statement issued in Bujumbura, the Special Representative hails the efforts exerted by the President of South Africa, Thabo Mbeki, and by the Facilitator, Deputy President Jacob Zuma, to narrow the gap between the parties with a view to brokering an agreement acceptable to all.  She urges all parties concerned to redouble their efforts to reach the required consensus around that agreement in the coming few days.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
Out on the racks today is a report to the Security Council recording the human rights abuses which occurred in Ituri, in the north-eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), from January 2002 until December 2003. 

The report, drafted by the Human Rights and Child Protection Sections of the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC), examines the background to the conflict and provides information about massacres and other abuses committed in Ituri over two years.  This is a valuable file-item, I think, for you on events in the DRC.

**World Food Programme
The World Food Programme (WFP) and the League of Arab States will now be working together more closely.  The two signed in Cairo yesterday their first Memorandum of Understanding for future cooperation. 

The agreement underlines the common interests of the pair – in addition to exchanging information and expertise in different fields, they’ll work together towards identifying problems and coordinating intervention relating to food insecurity and malnutrition, particularly among women and children.  There is a press release on that upstairs.

**Food and Agriculture Organization
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warns that over-fishing in the Asia-Pacific region is on the rise, while the abundance of more valuable fish species has declined.  FAO’s report, presented to the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission in Thailand last week, calls for improved management of fishing resources in order to secure the sector’s future.  We have more out on this in a press release, which you can get in my office.

**International Day of the World’s Indigenous People
Today is International Day of the World’s Indigenous People and it’s also the tenth anniversary of the occasion.  The Secretary-General marked the day with a call for governments, intergovernmental organizations and civil society to work towards empowering indigenous peoples and ensuring that they take part in decisions that affect their lives.

In addition, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation of indigenous peoples has issued a statement where he expresses his concern about continuing reports of gross human rights violations against indigenous peoples in many parts of the world.

Here at UN Headquarters, the UN will observe the Day with a ceremony and a cultural presentation at 1:15 p.m. in the General Assembly lobby.  We have copies of the Secretary-General’s full message, as well as the Special Rapporteur’s statement, available upstairs.

**Middle East
And finally, in order to contribute to a project of peace and friendship among nations, the United Nations Office in Vienna has invited 110 members of Israeli and Palestinian youth organizations for an hour-long guided tour through the United Nations headquarters in Vienna tomorrow.  We will have a press release from the Vienna office with more details for out.

That is all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Can you give us an update on what the Special Representative for Iraq’s schedule is in the near term?  And in the beginning of the briefing, you referred to the UN offering its facilitating role to the crisis in Iraq.  Can you elaborate a little on what is being offered?

Spokesman:  Taking your second question first.  In the Secretary-General’s statement, there is an offer of his “good offices”, should that be requested by both sides in this ongoing fighting in Iraq.

As for Mr. Qazi, the Special Representative, he has left New York.  We will not give you any details of his travel to Iraq.  He is on his way there.  And we won’t announce his arrival until he has reached Baghdad.

Question:  Could you tell us what the status is of the signing of the Sudan agreement that was supposed to be signed Monday by Mr. Pronk and the Foreign Minister of Sudan?  Was it actually signed?

Spokesman:  I believe that the text was signed by Mr. Pronk and the Sudanese Foreign Minister last Thursday.  What will be signed now, we understand, are cover letters to the Secretary-General and the President of Sudan, officially transmitting the Plan of Action to them.  I think that is a slight change in what we told you on Friday we expected to happen today.  But we are told that the Cabinet approval is there.  A signature, apparently, is not required, and what is going to be signed today are these two cover letters.  So, the agreement is official.

Question:  Just to clear it up, was the agreement in force on Thursday?

Spokesman:  That is my understanding from talking to Mr. Pronk this morning.  It was his sense that the agreement was final last week.  There may have been some misunderstanding between his office and Headquarters here on Friday.

Question:  Given that then, is there any concern on behalf of the UN in Sudan that, as you said, there seems to be some ongoing support for the violence in Darfur by the Sudanese military?  It seems that they are saying one thing and doing another.

Spokesman:  I think all we can say is that we expect the Government to make substantial progress in these 30 days in getting the various armed elements under control.  We certainly would not expect any support for these armed elements to be coming from the Government side.

Question:  First, are we going to get a copy of the agreement signed by the Foreign Minister on Thursday?  The second thing is, that same Foreign Minister made a statement saying that they are going to reject the 2,000 African Union (AU) troops. I was wondering if the Secretary-General has a statement on that.

Spokesman:  On the first matter, I believe that the Secretary-General will be forwarding the text of the agreement to the Security Council.  I believe that his intention is to make that available as a Security Council document, so you will be seeing the text.

I don’t have a reaction from the Secretary-General.  All we did see was the press reports of the statement by the Foreign Minister.  This is a matter between the AU and the Sudanese Government, but, of course, the Secretary-General has been in close contact with the African Union and encouraging their work in Sudan.  As we told you last week, he even sent from the Peacekeeping Department a group of advisers to the African Union to help them in preparing for their expanded mission in the Sudan.  But he went on vacation, as you know, over the weekend, and I don’t have anything directly from him today.

Question:  The Arab League met with the Sudanese Foreign Minister late last week, and the Foreign Minister of Egypt, Mr. Gheit, came out with a statement saying that he didn’t believe that 30 days was enough for the Sudanese Government to get the situation in Darfur under control humanitarian-wise.  Does the Secretary-General have a reaction to his statement, because the Egyptian Foreign Minister said something more like a 120 days would be necessary?

Spokesman:  Not specifically to that statement, but he did tell you last week that he feels that the Security Council demand is not that the disarmament be completed within 30 days, but that Sudan show a real commitment and real progress towards that goal.  I don’t think he would disagree with the thrust of the statement you said.  As for whether the Security Council would be willing to wait 120 days before seeing this job completed or not, you would have to ask them.

Question:  Regarding the continuing and escalating tensions in Iraq, does the Secretary-General still firmly hold to the date of 15 August for the beginning of the National Reconciliation Conference?

Spokesman:  I think he was pleased that they took the extra two weeks to plan the National Conference.  His hope is that those two weeks will be used to make that event more inclusive than it would have been had it been held at the end of July, as originally scheduled.  I don’t think he has any recommendation at this point to postpone it further because of the security situation. 

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Competition" ��Scoop - Canon Press Release - UNEP International Photographic Competition�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Food" ��New Scientist -Thought for food�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threats" ��Panafrican News Agency  - Kenya's wildlife sanctuaries facing real threats�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Amazonia" ��The Irish Times -  Life and death in Amazonia���











*E.A. Standard – Photograph of E. Falt with Roads Minister as they launched Langata Soccer Camp. 
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