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December 9, 2002 Monday 10:30 AM Eastern Time 

Talks aim to beef up global action on hazardous wastes 

Officials began a week of talks on Monday to crack down globally against the disposal of hazardous wastes      and extending current guidelines to include biomedical, plastic trash, lead-acid batteries and materials from      obsolete ships. 

      Senior officials and ministers from the 152 signatory state parties to the 1989 Basel Convention on the      Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes are also due to discuss the disposal of electronic waste such as computers and televisions. They are scheduled to sign a partnership with nine leading mobile phone      manufacturers, including Nokia and Ericsson, on Thursday on the environmentally-sound disposal or recycling  of mobile phones. 

      Under the convention, 12 sets of guidelines already deal with the management of different categories of      waste. 

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said new guidelines expected to be approved this week made up      part of a strategic plan to run until 2010 to accelerate steps to protect human health and the environment. 

      The talks last until Friday. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Trust of India 

December 7, 2002 Saturday 

Intl Conference on hazardous waste in Geneva 

An international conference to be held in Geneva from December 9 to 13 will discuss ways to handle

      hazardous wastes and take up the first ever initiative on disposal of e-wastes. 

      The Sixth Meeting of the Conferenece of Parties (COP6) to Basel Convention of the Transboundary

      Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal will "consider a strategic plan running through the year

      2010 aimed at accelerating concrete action to protect human health and the environment from hazardous

      wastes," a UN release said here on Saturday. 

      At the conference, nine leading mobile phone manufacturers will form a partnership with the Basel

      Convention for environmentally sound management of end-of-life mobile phones to handle e-wastes, the

      release said adding commumnications, information and entertainment revolution of the past two decades has

      led to a dramatic increase in electronic and electrical wastes. The Conference also expects to adopt

      technical guidelines on the disposal and recycling of lead-acid batteries, plastic wastes, biomedical and

      healthcare wastes and obsolete ships. 

      "With some 150 million tonnes of hazardous wastes produced every year, the industrial world needs to

      accelerate its investments in cleaner production technologies and processes that can reduce wastes," Klaus

      Toepfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme was quoted as saying by the release. 

      Governments and industry must work together to improve recycling systems and treatment plants and

      poorer countries and communities must not be forced to shoulder the burdens of our industrial economy by

      being on receiving end of hazardous wastes they did not create, he added. 

      Other issues to be discussed at the conference include efforts to combat illegal trade in hazardous wastes,

      establishing a mechanism for compliance and implementation and development of regional centres as the

      main instruments of the Convention to assist in building capacity in member governments, the release said. 

      The conference, expected to be participated by more than 600 delegates, will include a high-level segment

      to be attended by ministers and heads of delegations, it said. 

      The Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal was

      adopted in March 1989 to regulate the movement of these wastes and obliges its member countries to

      ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. 

      The member governments are expected to minimise the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose

      of wastes as close as possible to where they were generated and to minimise the generation of hazardous

      wasted at source.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

December 9, 2002 Monday 

 PHILIPPINES TOPS LIST OF INT'L CORAL REEF HOTSPOT 

The Philippines has been identified as the leading coral reef hotspot, an area rich in marine species but

 vulnerable to extinction. 

      Timothy Higham, regional information officer of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) regional  office in Bangkok, revealed this when he spoke during the recently-concluded workshop on "Conserving  Philippine Marine Reserves: the Role of Journalists" held at Silliman University (SU) in Dumaguete City Dec.  2-4, 2002. 

      The workshop and study tour, organized by the Cebu-based Philippine Environmental Journalists Inc. (PEJI)      to brief over 30 journalists from all over the country on marine conservation issues, was supported by Siliman University, Caltex Phils. Inc., Shemberg Marketing Corp., San Miguel Corp., Rhine Marketing Corp. and      Bambi Marketing. 

      Higham said the Philippines was identified for the first time among 10 others in a study published in the      February 15, 2002 issue to Science magazine. The other coral reef hotspots were: Gulf of Guinea (2), Sunda      Islands (3), Southern Mascarene Island (4), Eastern South Africa (5), Northern Indian Ocean (6), Southern      Japan, Taiwan and Southern China (7), Cape Verde Islands (8), Western Caribbean (9), and the Red Sea and      Gulf of Aden (10). 

      These top 10 hotspots contain just 24 percent of the world's coral reefs of 0.017 percent of the oceans,      but claim 34 percent of restricted-range species. The study identified a total of 18 areas with the greatest      concentrations of species found nowhere else, and determined the hotspots category based on threats. 

      Higham said based on new research that for the first time compares the range (endemism) of certain key      species with known threats to coral reefs from human impacts, the paper is the first of its kind to identify      global priority areas for coral reef conservation. 

      He said this contradicts a long-held contention that marine species are unlikely to become extinct as a      consequences of human activities because of their vast geographic ranges in the oceans. 

      Dr. Callum Roberts of the University of New York who is the lead author of the report, said: "we know that      unless we take action right away, marine species will start going extinct because you lose biodiversity as a

      consequence of habitat destruction. 

      "This study can help us create an urgently needed strategy that targets the places where biodiversity is

      bleeding away most rapidly," he added. 

      Mark Spalding of the UNEP world Conservation and Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and lead author of the UNEP-WCMC world Atlas of Coral Reefs, said: "This is the first paper to set priorities for marine      conservation. For the first time, we have been able to identify the ten most threatened coral reef areas in      the world. Now we need to take the necessary steps to protect them." 

      Dr. Sylvia Earle, Executive Director for marine Programs with Conservation International, said "The oceans      have long been considered limitless places where we have little impact on species' survival. But the riches of      the shallow tropical marine habitats are at risk of disappearing at an incredibly fast rate. This study is  further proof that we need to dramatically increase conservation efforts at sea." 

      According to Higham, eight of the 10 coral reef hotspots are adjacent to a terrestrial biodiversity hotspot,      regions of the world tha harbor the highest concentrations of species on land and are also at the greatest  risk. 

      "The phenomenal overlap of the coral reef hotspots and the terrestrial hotspots shows that we're in the  right places for lizards and lizardfish alike,' said report co-author Tim Werner, senior director with CI's Marine      Programs. 

      "The reward for pursuing an integrated conservation strategy for land and sea will be high returns on      conservation investments in these regions," Werner added. 

      Activities destroying habitat in the terrestrial hot spots are also contributing to coral reef destruction. 

      Some 58 percent of the world's reef are reported as threatened by human activities such as agriculture,      deforestation and development resulting in large quantities of sediment, nutrients, and other pollutants going      into coastal waters. Intense fishing and climate change are listed as the leading causes of reef ecosystem      destruction. 

      A quarter of the world's coral reefs have already been destroyed or severely degraded through global      warming, according to the paper. 

      Reef degradation in the hotspots could cost some of the world's poorest people an important source of      nutrition, and in many cases, their livelihoods. 

      In the Philippines, for example, people derive some 70 percent of their animal protein from seafood,      estimated to be worth over one billion dollars annually. 

      The study mapped the geographic ranges of a total of 3,235 species, including 1,700 species of reef fish,      804 species of coral, 662 species of snail and 69 species of lobster. 

      There are four separate animal groups that all require healthy reef environments to survive. Creation of      marine reserves that are off limits to fishing is one of the steps that should be taken immediately, Roberts  said. 

      About six percent of the world's land is in parks. But at sea, less than one-half of one percent is in any kind      of protected area. 

      In the seas, conservation s proven to be economically beneficial. Marine reserve protection will pay for itself      if designed properly. 

      In marine reserves, fish live longer, grow larger and can replenish surrounding fisheries. 

      Five years after setting up a network of marine reserves around the Caribbean island in St. Luica, for      instance, fish catches had nearly doubled," Roberts said. 

      In addition to correlation with terrestrial biodiversity hotspots, the paper notes that tropical reef ecosystems      include "wilderness" areas which remain far less impacted by people, ar rich in species, and relative to

      degraded areas, still contain abundant populations of reef species such as sharks that quickly disappear from      overexploited reefs. 

      These include places such as New Guinea, a terrestrial tropical wilderness area that also has coral reefs in      near pristine condition compared to other parts of the world. 

      The study recommended that conservation efforts extend to both the coral reef hot spots and these      "wilderness" areas. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

December 9, 2002

 CENTRAL VISAYAS, PHILIPPINES ESTABLISHES 50 MARINE RESERVES 

Close to 50 marine reserves or fish sanctuaries have been set up in Central Visayas, according to Dr. Angel C. Alacala, a noted marine biologist and a former Environment and Natural Resources Secretary. 

      Dr. Alcala spoke during tyhe recently-concluded workshop on "Conserving Philippine Marine Reserves: The

      role of Journalists" held at Silliman University (SU) in Dumaguete City Dec. 2-4, 2002. 

      The workshop which is also a study tour was organized by the Cebu-based Philippine Environmental

      Journalists Inc. (PEJI) and supported by the Regional office of the United Nations Environment Programme

      (UNEP) in Bangkok with the help of Silliman University, Caltex Phils, Inc., Rhine Marketing Corp., San Miguel Corp., Shemberg Marketing Corp. and Bambi Marketing. Alcala said, who also served once as presidentof  Silliman University, is now the director of the SU Angelo King Center for Research and Environmental   Management. 

      He cited the value of conservation by protecting coral reefs in the Philippines and other parts of the world. 

      Coral reefs, he said, provide mankind with many products and natural services, he said. 

      But only a few of these goods and services have been properly valued economically, he explained. 

      In the Philippines, he said the most important coral reefs products are fish and other marine animal species

      serving as food. 

      Traditionally, he said coastal dwellers comprising more than half of the total population of the Philippines (75

      million) have depended on coral reefs and other shallow-water ecosystems for their fish protein. 

      Over the last two decades, he said coral reefs have produced income to coastal communities through

      tourism. 

      Another important contribution of coral reefs requiring proper valuation is coastal protection from erosion, he

      added. 

      He said coral reefs in the Philippines, like those in other parts of the world, are among the most productive

      marine habitats. 

      Alcala noted that pristine coral reefs in the central Philippines 60 years ago have left the impression that

      these tropical ecosystems have no rivals in the marine world in terms of diversity of animal species. 

      Unfortunately, he said no scientific assessments of species richness and standing stock of reef and

      reef-associated species were made at that time. 

      Only taxonomic accounts were available, he pointed out. 

      When more intensive reef studies started in the 1970s, he said most Philippine reefs had already been

      damaged making it impossible to state unequivocally the actual conditions of our coral reefs at the turn of

      the 20th century. 

      But he said it can be reasonably assumed that most reefs of the Philippines at that time compared favorably

      with the present pristine or lightly disturbed reefs in the Indo-West Pacific region, such as those in the

      Great Barrier Reef, Australia. 

      He said recollections of Filipino senior citizens at the turn of the 20th century agree with this assumption. 

      Since the establishment of marine sanctuaries or marine reserves have been known to have improved fish

      catch including other aquatic products, Alcala said more sanctuaries will be established not only in Central

      Visayas but also in other parts of the Philippines.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Tehran Times

ECO Environment Ministers to Meet in Tehran 


TEHRAN -- The first meeting of environment ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) environmental ministers summit will be held in Tehran on December 15. 

At the upcoming meet, the environmental protection program of Tehran will be approved by the environment ministers of the ten ECO member states who are expected to attend. The meeting will be presided over by Iran's Vice-President and Head of Department of the Environment (DOE), Ma'soumeh Ebtekar. 

The ECO environment meeting will be attended by representatives from United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Islamic Development Bank and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC). Moreover, Energy Charter, Persian Gulf Regional Environmental Protection Department, the Caspian Sea Environmental Program, Ramsar Convention, and the Asian and Pacific Economic and Social Cooperation Organization will also be represented at the summit. 

On the sidelines of the meeting, the `friendship sapling' is expected to be cultivated by the ECO member states environment ministers at Pardisan Park as a symbol of friendship. 

Many agreements on joint environmental cooperation between Iran and Tajikistan are also expected to be signed on the sidelines of the upcoming gathering. ECO member states consist of Iran, Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan Republic.


_________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

Arctic Ice Melting at Record Rate 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, December 9, 2002 (ENS) - More ice melted from the  surface of the Greenland Ice Sheet this year than ever before recorded, report   scientists from the University of Colorado. The same team found that the  extent of Arctic sea ice reached the lowest level in the satellite record in 2002                      offering further evidence that climate change is already altering the Arctic. 

Sea ice beneath midnight sun in  June, in the Bering Sea off St.  Matthew Island in Alaska. (Photo ©                      WWF-Canon/Kevin Schafer)

                      Researchers from the  University of Colorado (UC)  based Cooperative Institute  for Research in Environmental  Sciences (CIRES), say the accelerated melting appears to   be linked to shifts in Northern                      Hemisphere atmospheric circulation patterns. The study also found   temperatures during the summer of 2002 were warmer than usual over much of  the Arctic Ocean. 

                      "Since the season also was characterized by very stormy conditions, we  believe these two factors contributed to extensive melt and break up of the  icepack," said UC research associate Mark Serreze. 

                      The 2002 sea ice record is the most recent evidence of a downward trend in  Arctic sea ice in the decades since satellite monitoring began, said Serreze, a  researcher at CIRES' National Snow and Ice Data Center (NSIDC), and lead  author on a report about sea ice extent and area in the Arctic. 

Satellite data show the area of the  Arctic Ocean covered by sea ice in  September 2002. Lower than average                                                     concentrations of ice floes appear in  blue and higher concentrations in  yellow. The lavender line indicates a                                                     more typical ice extent, the median for  1988-2000. The white circle at the North  Pole is the area not imaged by the  satellite sensor. (Graphic courtesy NSIDC)

                                                     UC researcher James Maslanik,  a coauthor of the study, noted  that the 2002 minimum sea ice  record in the Arctic is the  lowest since the early 1950s and  could be the lowest in several                                                     centuries. 

                                                     "It is likely that sea ice extent  will continue to decline over the 21st century as the climate  warms," Serreze added. "With  these trends, we may see an  approximate 20 percent reduction in the annual mean sea ice by 2050, and by  then we might be approaching no ice at all during the summer months." 

                      The report was released on Saturday at the annual fall meeting of the  American Geophysical Union, just one week after an announcement by the  National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) that sea ice is   melting about nine percent faster than prior research had indicated, and could  vanish entirely by the end of this century. 

               Bull Seal Bay with melting sea ice in June, St. Matthew Island, Alaska.  (Photo © WWF-Canon/Kevin Schafer)

                      The new findings underscore  the urgency of steps to reduce  human contributions to global             warming, said Jennifer Morgan, director of the climate change program at the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

                      "This trend of disappearing arctic sea ice is one example of the environmental  damage that can be linked to carbon dioxide emissions," said Morgan. "When  we have the means to reduce CO2 emissions and prevent further damage,  inaction is irresponsible. National leaders must act now to implement energy                      efficiency measures and increase the use of renewable energy sources, like  wind and solar, before it's too late." 

                      The burning of coal and other fuels emits carbon dioxide (CO2) and other  gases that blanket the earth, trap in heat and cause global warming.    According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), climate  change in the polar region is expected to be the greatest of anywhere on Earth. 

                                                      Polar bears spend much of their lives   hunting for seals from sea ice. (Photo                                                      © Steve Morello, courtesy WWF)

                                                      In a report issued earlier this  year, WWF described  ongoing polar bear research                                                      showing how these Arctic  mammals depend on annual  accumulations of sea ice to  hunt seals, a major protion of                                                      their diet. In that report, WWF  described how as   temperatures in the Arctic become warmer - and are remaining warmer for  longer periods - the ice free season lengthens, threatening the survival of  polar bears and other Arctic wildlife. 

                      The new reports from NASA and the University of Colorado suggest that sea  ice is retreating even faster than suggested by the WWF report in May. Satellite monitoring by NSIDC led to the discovery of the record sea ice  retreat, said UC research associate Julienne Stroeve. 

       "We saw an unusually pronounced loss of ice in the Beaufort, Chukchi, East Siberian and Laptev Seas," Stroeve said, noting the ice extent in September 2002 was about two million square miles compared to the long term average of about 2.4 million square miles. 

                      Many harp seals give birth to pups  like this one on floating sea ice.   (Photo © Steve Morello, courtesy WWF)

                      "We had a hunch it was  setting up to be a record year in August," said Ted   Scambos of NSIDC, who has  been working in Earth's polar  regions. "What we saw really  surprised us. Not only was  sea ice retreating in nearly every sector, but the interior  ice was unusually thin and spread out." 

                      Preliminary measurements from the Greenland Ice Sheet show the melt extent  of 265,000 square miles, a new record, underscoring the unusual warming  there and surpassing the maximum melt extent from the past 24 years by more  than nine percent, said CIRES climatologist Konrad Steffen. 

                      Steffen's analyses with graduate student Russel Huff show a higher melting  trend since 1979 that appears to have been interrupted just once, in 1991,   when the Philippines' Mt. Pinatubo erupted. 

                                                      A harp seal pokes its head up   through melting sea ice. (Photo © Steve Morello, courtesy WWF)

Steffen and Huff found the  northern and northeastern portion experienced extreme  melting reaching as high as  6,560 feet in elevation, where  temperatures are normally too  cold for melting to occur. Mount Gunnbjornsfjeld, rising  3,700 meters (12,139 feet) in southeast Greenland, is the highest point in the country. 

                      The melting ice could lead to even faster warming, said NSIDC's Scambos.   Both sea ice and glacier ice cool Earth, reflecting about 80 percent of  springtime solar radiation and 40 percent to 50 percent during summer snowmelt. 

                      In winter, ice cover slows heat loss from warmer ocean water to the cold  atmosphere. Without large sea ice masses at the poles to moderate the global energy balance, warming escalates, Scambos explained. 

                      CU scientists estimate that a change in the Greenland climate toward warmer  conditions would lead to an increase in the rate of sea level rise, due largely to  the response of the large ice sheet and not so much to the surface melting. 

                      Walrus use their tusks to haul  themselves onto floating ice, where  they can rest, molt, give birth and raise their young. (Photo © Steve Morello, courtesy WWF)

                      "For every degree (F) increase  in the mean annual temperature near Greenland,  the rate of sea level rise  increases by about 10  percent," Steffen said. The oceans are now rising by a little more than half an inch                      per decade. 

                      Melt water has also been shown to affect the rate of ice flow off Greenland directly, penetrating the ice sheet and causing the glaciers to accelerate in  speed as they slide over a thin film of melt water. 

                      The melting of sea ice, along with runoff from the Greenland Ice Sheet, could  impact deep water convection in the North Atlantic, altering global ocean  circulation and climate, said the UC's Serreze. 

                      "In other studies, changes in the North Atlantic circulation have been implicated in starting and stopping Northern Hemisphere ice ages," he added.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Record ice loss in Arctic
               Satellites have tracked the retreat of perennial sea ice in the Arctic

Melting was so severe on the Greenland ice sheet in   June that field researcher Konrad Steffen wondered just               how he would get off the continent. 

               "We had come in with a  fixed-wing aircraft landing on skis," said the  University of Colorado        climatologist. "If that  snow is melting then you cannot leave. As it was,  we had to charter a helicopter." 

               Greenland's unusual summer slush was part of a record-breaking year of northern polar ice  loss, reported by Dr Steffen and other  scientists this weekend at the American  Geophysical Union (AGU) conference in San Francisco. 

               According to scientists, surface melt on Greenland was the highest in recorded history - and extended to elevations previously  untouched by melt - while the amount of Arctic sea ice also reached a record low. 

               While some of the accelerated melting appears  to be linked to natural atmospheric oscillations,               human influence could not be ruled out, said  the scientists. 

               Glacier 'lubrication' 

               Greenland glacier and sea ice melt, combined  with disappearing permafrost, the northern expansion of vegetation, and increased fresh  water run-off present a "compelling case that  something is going on," said Larry Hinzman, of  the University of Alaska, Fairbanks.   Measurements of the  Greenland ice sheet taken from passive               microwave satellite sensors show 685,000 square kilometres of  melt, an area more  than double that of 1992. 

               Such melting  encourages further ice  loss. The excess water  weight pushes down  on the glacier at the               same time that water  seeps through cracks  to the underside. 

               The combination accelerates the   glacier's flow to the sea. 

               Dr Steffen attributes the increased melt to an  unusual low-pressure system that "came earlier  and stayed longer" on the island to create  unseasonable warm temperatures. 

               Ozone depletion 

               Such a low-pressure system is characteristic  of the Arctic Oscillation, an atmospheric  sea-sawing that produces warm weather and  is also partly responsible for this year's dramatic Arctic sea ice melt, according to Mark  Serreze, a researcher at the National Snow  and Ice Data Center in Boulder, Colorado. 

               He calculates that warming has produced  roughly 20% loss in Arctic sea ice since 1978. But not all            warming is due to   natural variability. 

               "The Arctic Oscillation can't explain  everything," said Dr  Serreze. 

               To what extent these  may be  human-induced changes is very difficult to say, and  Arctic Oscillation itself is subject to human  influence, he said. 

               Stratospheric ozone depletion can exacerbate   the system by cooling the upper atmosphere,  which in turn changes wind and ocean circulation patterns. 

               Dr Serreze suspects that just such an aberrant  Arctic Oscillation was behind unusual  circulation patterns last winter that weakened  sea ice. 

               Positive feedback 

               Changes in the winter wind field broke up  floating sea ice to create cracks that suggest  the "opening of a Venetian blind," said Dr  Serreze. The breaks in the ice allow it to absorb more solar radiation. 

               This triggered an early spring melt, which made  the ice vulnerable to the impact of high summer temperatures. 

               "It was like a one-two punch," said Dr Serreze.

               The loss of Arctic sea ice is "big news", according to University of Alaska, Fairbanks, researcher Larry Hinzman. 

               "Polar sea ice has an important function in   moderating the global energy balance," he  said. He explained that sea ice has albedo of  0.8. That is, it reflects 80% of the solar  radiation. When the sea ice melts you have  water, which has an albedo of 0.2. 

               "The sea ice goes from absorbing 20% of solar  radiation to absorbing 80%," said Dr Hinzman.               This creates positive feedback for further warming. 

               In total, the arctic warming is an  unprecedented trend, according to Dr Hinzman.

               "We're experiencing the most rapid increase in  temperature in recorded history," he said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

EU agrees pollution market
               CO2 is emitted from burning fossil fuels  European Union environment ministers have  unanimously agreed to set-up a market to trade  pollution permits for carbon dioxide (CO2), the main  so-called greenhouse gas. 

               Once approved by the European Parliament, the  scheme will cap the amount of CO2 that key industries

               can produce and will allow companies to buy and sell emission rights within 15-nation bloc. 

               "The quota system (on   emissions trading) will allow enterprises in Europe to reduce emissions in the               most cost effective  manner," Danish  Environment Minister Hans Christian Schmidt said. 

               "It is good for the environment, it is good for  enterprises and it is good  for the economy," he  added. 

               Polluters in six industries -  energy, steel, cement,  glass, brick making, paper and cardboard - will able to buy and sell emission  quotas from the start of 2005. 

               Green praise 

               The WWF - formerly the World Wildlife Fund - praised  the deal. 

               "WWF is quite pleased that half of the cap and trade  directives is behind us. The other half is for the cap (on   firms' emissions) to be set at the national level," said  WWF climate campaigner Stephan Singer. 

               The pollution market's aim is to cut greenhouse gas levels as agreed last year under the UN's Kyoto

               Protocol. 

               Under the Kyoto agreement, the EU must cut emissions  of CO2 and five other gases between 2008 and 2012 to  8% below their 1990 levels. 

               The US, which produces a quarter of greenhouse gases,  has abandoned the Kyoto Protocol, saying there is a  lack of scientific evidence. 

               Environmental concessions 

               A trial scheme has already been operating since April in London for British companies, but the EU deal is the   first inter-country agreement for corporate trading in  CO2. 

               Britain succeeded in securing an opt-out allowing   industries to be exempt until 2008 if they can show  domestic regulation will achieve the same reduction in  emissions. 

               To lessen the cost to industry, ministers also agreed a  number of other concessions, most significantly lower fines if targets are not met. 

               Penalties in the introductory period, from 2005 to 2007,  is 40 euros (£25.60) per tonne of CO2 beyond the  allowed limit, rising to 100 euros per tonne from the start of 2008. 

               The European Environment Agency predicted last week  that the EU will miss its Kyoto target if emissions trading and other measure were not introduced.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

EU agrees greenhouse gas trading scheme

  BRUSSELS - European Union environment ministers agreed yesterday to create the world's first international greenhouse gas emissions  trading system, a key part of efforts to fight global warming. 

  Subject to final approval by the European Parliament, the scheme will from 2005 cap the amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) that big factories and power plants can emit and allow them to trade emissions rights with other firms in the 15-nation bloc. 

  "The quota system (on emissions trading) will allow enterprises in Europe to reduce emissions in the most cost effective manner," Danish  Environment Minister Hans Christian Schmidt, whose country holds the rotating EU presidency, said after the ministers backed the  scheme. 

  "It is good for the environment, it is good for enterprises and it is good for the economy...The EU can really begin work on reducing  emissions of greenhouse gases" he told reporters. 

  Large plants in key sectors will have CO2 caps: power generation, oil refineries, coke ovens, ore smelters, steel works and cement, glass,  ceramics, pulp and paper factories. 

  Member states can apply for sector-wide opt-outs until 2008 when the scheme becomes compulsory. They can also apply for additional  sectors and other greenhouses gases to be included in the scheme after 2008. 

  The opt-out was a key demand for Britain which already has a voluntary emissions trading scheme up and running at national level - the  first of its kind - and did not want clashes. 

  KYOTO TUSSLE 

  Emissions trading is key to the EU's drive to cut greenhouse gases to eight percent below 1990 levels by 2012, required under the United  Nations' Kyoto Protocol on global warming. 

  The EU projected itself as the saviour of Kyoto after the United States pulled out of the pact in 2001, but the European Environment  Agency predicted last week that the bloc will miss its target without new policies like emissions trading. 

  Scientists say the world needs to slash CO2 and other gases which trap heat in the atmosphere if it is to avoid disastrous floods, droughts  and a rise in sea levels in coming decades. 

  The EU scheme could be the precursor of a global emissions trading market between all countries involved in Kyoto. 

  The European Commission, the EU's executive arm, will set out how the EU scheme can link to a future Kyoto trading system after 2005 in  a paper to be published in the next six months. 

  Traders are already brokering speculative deals between companies around the world where CO2 credits are changing hands for up to five  euros a tonne. 

  Ironically, most of those traders are located in the United States, where emissions trading was first established to deal with pollutants like  sulphur dioxide which causes acid rain. 

  The United States may not be allowed to take part in a global emissions trading scheme as it has rejected Kyoto. 

  AMENDMENTS 

  Industry, especially in Germany, has been sceptical of a policy it fears could just be an energy tax by a differenct name. CO2 is an  inevitable by-product of fossil fuel use. 

  To ease the burden on industry, ministers agreed a number of concessions, notably a reduced level of fines for firms that fail to reach their  targets. In the first period, from 2005 to 2007, factories will be fined 40 euros per tonne of excess CO2. This will rise to 100 euros from 2008. 

  Industry sectors will be able to buy and sell emission credits as a bloc, rather than having to trade individually, a concession sought by  German industry, which has negotiated sector-wide emissions targets with the government. 

  Firms will not have to pay for emissions allowances, at least to begin with. National governments will distribute them to factories every  year for free until 2007. 

  From 2008 governments can choose to auction up to 10 percent of the emissions credits if they want, ministers agreed. 

  WWF, formerly the World Wildlife Fund, hailed the result. 

  "WWF is quite pleased that half of the cap and trade directives is behind us. The other half is for the cap (on firms' emissions) to be set at  the national level," said WWF climate campaigner Stephan Singer. 

  He said WWF would push governments to require industry to cut emissions by more than the eight percent required by Kyoto. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Brazil mudslides kill dozens
               Two months' rainfall struck the area in two days

Rescue efforts are continuing in Brazil to try to find  survivors after mudslides at a coastal resort killed at               least 36 people but there is very little hope of finding anyone alive. 

               Fifty others are reported missing after torrential rain  buried houses and filled streets with mud. 

               The town of Angra dos  Reis, 160 kilometres (99  miles) from the capital Rio  de Janeiro, was drenched

               by two months' worth of  rain in just one night. 

               The river burst its banks,  flooding streets with mud and water. 

               Mudslides hit eight different neighbourhoods,  burying houses and shacks built precariously on steep               hillsides. 

               Rescue hampered 

               Extra firefighting teams have been sent in to try to dig out survivors. 

               Rescue efforts have been hampered because access  roads to the town were cut. 

               The local mayor declared a state of emergency. 

               He said that in addition to those killed and missing  some 1,500 people were left homeless. 

               The resort is a popular  departure point for Rio's  well-to-do to visit hundreds   of small islands and               beaches off the coast.   But the town itself is  relatively poor with a  number of slums, which

               were worst affected. 

               Experts warn that much larger Brazilian cities, like Rio and Salvador da Bahia, could face much worst disasters because they have  hundreds of thousands of people living in slums which cling to hillsides, offering little protection from heavy storms.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa link Game Parks 

Harare, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Presidents Thabo Mbeki (South Africa), Joachim Chissano (Mozambique) and Robert Mugabe (Zimbabwe), Monday signed an agreement inaugurating the Great Limpopo Trans-frontier Park straddling their three countries. The wildlife sanctuary covering over 3.5 million hectares, combines Zimbabwe's Gonarezhou National Park, South Africa's Kruger National Park and Mozambique's Gaza National Park. Government officials of the three countries said after the signature in Mozambique the project, arguably the world's biggest Game Park, seeks to develop and promote wildlife-based tourism in the region. They explained that national border fences that previously separated the individual parks would be pulled down to allow animals free movement. Tourists would also have visa-free access throughout the Great Limpopo Park. The Park is one of several border Game sanctuaries being

planned in the region.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng030163&dte=09/12/2002
Mauritius takes action on litterbugs 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) Environment protection officials in Mauritius have started an operation to trace supermarket owners and consumers who carelessly drop litter on the streets. "About ten people were given tickets Sunday for throwing rubbish in the parking space of supermarkets. The same measures are being taken at all supermarkets throughout the festive season since consumers still have the bad habit of littering open spaces with plastic bags, bottles and other rubbish," Mauritius Environment Minister Rajesh Bhagwan said Monday. "It is not a pleasant sight. We do not want to spend millions of rupees to support some peoples' disregard of public welfare," he added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng030115&dte=09/12/2002
Uganda negotiates profit sharing from River Nile 

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - Uganda is engaged in negotiations for an equal profit sharing management deal with nine other countries benefiting from the natural resources of River Nile, Ugandan minister for Lands, Water and Environment, Dr Ruhakana Rugunda said here Monday. He said the negotiations of the new management deal are aimed at reaching a generally acceptable working plan and mechanism of developing more hydropower generating projects along the river's course from its source at Uganda's eastern town of Jinja, 80km east of Kampala. Kenya, Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda all Great Lakes region countries with water bodies powering into Lake Victoria that provides a very source in Uganda where the River Nile commences its long journey form the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng030109&dte=09/12/2002
Downpour kills seven in Algeria 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Recent rains in northern Algeria brought a decade of drought to an end but claimed seven lives and caused extensive damage to property within the past week. According to civil protection services, 241 families have been left homeless in the country's eastern cities. The rains fell in the first week of December and made many roads impassable. In addition a heavy snowfall has put the airport of Bejaia, 250 km east of Algiers and the port of

Djendjen, 350 km east of the capital out of use.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng030083&dte=09/12/2002
Alarming 33% Increase in Water Use

African Eye News Service (Nelspruit): Limpopo residents could face imposed water restrictions unless they voluntarily cut back on the amount of water they use. Polokwane municipal spokeswoman Manoko Matlala said water usage had increased by 33% in the municipality in the last two months. The increased water consumption comes while southern Africa suffers low rainfall as a result of a dry weather pattern called El Nino. The municipality is urging its 580 000-strong population to save water and use it efficiently to try and cut back on consumption and avoid the inconvenience of water restrictions. Meanwhile, the municipality has allocated R83 million for 60 water projects that aim to improve the availability of water in the area. Matlala said the projects should be finished by June next year and include setting up water infrastructure and repairing and extending water pipes.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200212100039.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________


DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Iraq

           Very early this morning, the Presidency of the Security Council issued a statement saying it had decided to

     allow access to the Iraqi declaration to those members with the expertise to assess the risks of proliferation and other

     sensitive information, and that that was the beginning of its immediate review of the declaration.

           This review, the Presidency of the Council said, will be in close coordination and consultation with UNMOVIC

     and the IAEA, and will assist them in producing a working version of the declaration as soon as possible.

           The Presidency received the declaration through UNMOVIC and requested its Executive Chairman, Hans Blix,

     to make it available to the Council members mentioned above.

           Copies of the statement are available upstairs.

           When he came into the Building this morning, the Secretary-General was asked about the Iraqi declaration,

     and he said it was important to allow the inspectors to do their analysis and report to the Council before making any

     comments.

           As you know, the Iraqi declaration was handed over to the United Nations on Saturday evening in Baghdad. 

     The nuclear file was then taken by the IAEA to Vienna, and the biological, chemical and missile files, along with a full

     copy for the Security Council, was taken by UNMOVIC to New York where it arrived last night at 8:40 p.m.

           Both experts from UNMOVIC and IAEA have started going through the material.

     Meanwhile, the inspectors continued their work over the weekend and today. UNMOVIC and IAEA teams visited a

     number of sites over the past three days, including the chemical factory at the Falluja III site and a warehouse complex

     adjacent to the Tuwaitha site.

           In terms of staffing, an additional 25 inspectors arrived in Baghdad on Saturday -- 21 are from the IAEA and

     four from UNMOVIC.  The total number of inspectors currently in Iraq is 15 for UNMOVIC and 27 for the IAEA.  Another

     25 to 30 inspectors, all from UNMOVIC, are expected to arrive in Baghdad tomorrow.

           **Statement on Indonesia

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning Aceh:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the signing of the Framework Agreement on the Cessation of Hostilities

     between the Government of the Republic of Indonesia and the Free Aceh Movement, in Geneva today.

           “He congratulates both parties on this important step, which he strongly hopes will pave the way for a return to

     peace in Aceh.  He commends them for their commitment to pursue a peaceful settlement of the conflict, in a manner

     consistent with the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Indonesia.  He also congratulates the Centre for Humanitarian

     Dialogue on its role in bringing about the Agreement, and expresses his gratitude to all those who are prepared to

     contribute to its implementation.

           “The Secretary-General reaffirms his readiness to assist the Government of Indonesia in its effort to achieve

     economic and social development, as well as a successful democratic transition.”

           **Sunday Statement on Sri Lanka

           This statement, also attributable to the Spokesman, was issued over the weekend concerning the Sri Lanka

     peace talks:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the conclusion of the third round of Sri Lanka peace talks, during which the

     Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) agreed to explore a solution founded on

     internal self-determination based on a federal structure within a united Sri Lanka.  It is his earnest hope that further

     progress towards a lasting settlement acceptable to all communities will be made in future rounds.

           “The Secretary-General lauds both parties for their commitment to the peace process and Norway for its role

     as facilitator.”

           **Security Council

           Today, the Security Council is holding consultations on several items.

           The first item is Georgia, with a briefing by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Heidi Tagliavini, on

     recent developments, and then Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guehenno, who

     has just returned from a visit to the region.

           The second agenda item is Angola, with a view to a formal meeting on a resolution concerning the issue of

     sanctions imposed on the former rebel group, the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA).

           Also on the agenda is the upcoming Security Council mission to Kosovo. Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of

     Norway, who is leading the mission, is expected to introduce the mission’s programme.

           At 3 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled two back-to-back private meetings on the Central African

     Republic, one with the Central African Republic's Prime Minister, Martin Ziguele, and the other with the Permanent

     Representative of Chad.

           And at 3:30 p.m., a meeting of the Council’s Committee on Counter-Terrorism is also scheduled for today.

           For those of you covering the Council activities, I’d like to draw your attention to the Colombian Presidency’s

     Web site, which contains a useful annotated agenda of the Council programme.

           **Afghanistan

           To recap, the Security Council President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, read a press

     statement late Friday afternoon on the first anniversary of the Bonn agreement on Afghanistan, in which Council

     members reiterated their support for the efforts of the Afghan Transitional Administration.

           **Cyprus

           On Cyprus, this morning, the Secretary-General was asked if he was ready to submit a revision of his 11

     November proposal for an agreement to end the Cyprus problem.

           And he replied, “We have got the comments from both sides and we are looking at a revised text which I hope

     will be ready shortly, and we will share them with the parties.”

           Meanwhile on the ground, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, is continuing

     his intensive consultations.

           Over the weekend, Mr. de Soto met separately with the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, and the

     Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash.  He also held meetings with advisers to both.

           More consultations are being held today.  Mr. de Soto saw Glafcos Clerides this morning and Rauf Denktash

     this afternoon.  Mr. de Soto was scheduled to see Mr. Clerides a second time later today.

           **Timor-Leste

           On Timor-Leste, a two-day donors conference, attended by more than 200 representatives of the international

     donors community, members of missions and agencies, has opened in Dili.

           In his address to the conference, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Timor-Leste,

     Kamalesh Sharma, drew attention to the country’s development challenges.  He said:  “A significant proportion of the

     population, 41 per cent, lives below the poverty line, and in some parts of urban area the unemployment rate is as high

     as 43 per cent, and nearly half of the adult population has difficulty in reading and writing.”

           He urged the continued support of the multilateral and bilateral donors, saying, “the economic and social

     well-being of Timor-Leste is vital for the long-term stability of the country”.

           **Law of the Sea

           This morning in the General Assembly Hall, the 20th anniversary of the opening for signature of the Law of the

     Sea Convention was commemorated, and the Secretary-General took the occasion to praise that treaty as “a

     milestone for the rule of law and for the United Nations”.

           He said the Convention’s framers created a treaty that provides for the rational exploitation of both the living

     and non-living resources of the sea and for the protection of the marine environment.  But he warned that, over the past

     two decades, implementation of certain aspects of the treaty have been inadequate, with the world’s fisheries

     becoming increasingly depleted and the marine environment becoming seriously degraded.

           We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

           Just before that meeting, the Secretary-General met briefly with Javier Perez de Cuellar, who was

     Secretary-General when the Law of the Sea Convention was opened for signature in 1982.  And Mr. Perez de Cuellar

     was invited as a special guest to today’s ceremony.

           **Secretary-General to Columbia

           The Secretary-General will be attending a ceremony tonight at Columbia University, where he will be receiving

     an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from the University of Cape Town, South Africa.

           In his speech at the ceremony, the Secretary-General will underscore that the life that women in southern

     Africa represent is being threatened by two emergencies:  famine and AIDS.  He will send out a strong message that if

     we want to save Africa, we must save Africa’s women first.

           We have the embargoed speech available upstairs.

           **Kosovo

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, is in Washington, D.C., today,

     where he will brief U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell about the general situation in Kosovo and the Balkans.

           Tomorrow, Mr. Steiner will be in New York for internal meetings with senior officials here, before returning to

     Kosovo on Wednesday.

           We have a press release on Steiner’s trip, as well as one from the UN Mission in Kosovo about the burial on

     Saturday of two children who died in a grenade explosion in Kamenica a day earlier.

           **Signings

           We have four countries signing treaties today.

           The United Arab Emirates became the 145th country to sign the United Nations Convention against

     Transnational Organized Crime. 

           The three Protocols to that Convention were also signed today.  The Protocol concerning trafficking in persons

     was signed by Japan and Lebanon; the Protocol on firearms was signed by China and Japan; and Japan also signed

     the Protocol on the smuggling of migrants.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we go to Richard?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, according to your information, when shall we expect a ruling on the documents [that] arrived

     from Baghdad from the Security Council?

           Spokesman:  I think you’ll have to allow time for the documentation to be reviewed by the United Nations

     Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

     It’s to be vetted, as you know, for security reasons.  And a substantial amount of it, I don’t think we can even say how

     much yet, will have to be translated.  So I think it’s anyone’s guess how long this will take.  But you might have

     noticed, if you looked at the Web site of the Colombian Presidency, that Iraq will be on the agenda of the monthly

     luncheon that the Secretary-General has with the Security Council tomorrow.  Yes?

           Question:  We are finding very different or even contradictory statements about where this document is and

     how it’s being processed.  Can you tell us whether the United Nations is being involved in making copies of this

     declaration and when are you going to be distributing it to members of the Council?

           Spokesman:  I realize your question is concerning the Secretariat’s role in copying and I don’t know the

     answer to that question.  As far as the other elements of your question, I think I’d have to refer you to the President of

     the Council.  I can’t go beyond what I said earlier about the Presidency’s statement last night saying that they had

     asked Dr. Blix to pass on copies to members of the Council with the relevant expertise in these areas.  So I think

     that’s as far as I can go.  The rest will have to be for the Presidency to answer.  Yes?

           Question:  Can you tell me which Security Council members have the expertise to assess the risk of

     proliferation?

           Spokesman:  If you look at the statement issued by the Presidency last night, they refer to the five permanent

     members who are also the five nuclear Powers on the Council.

           Question:  Nobody else?  Just those five?

           Spokesman:  That’s my understanding, yes.

           Question:  When the Secretary-General says that the revised text [on Cyprus] is going to be ready shortly, he

     means when?  In a few hours?  Today?  Tomorrow?

           Spokesman:  I think if he wanted to be more specific he would have been.  You heard me say that there is a

     rather intense schedule of meetings that Mr. de Soto is having with the two parties.  So, clearly they are trying to

     bridge the gaps based on the substantive comments given by both sides to the initial draft.  So we are rushing as fast

     as we can to come up with the next draft.  But I don’t think we can say whether it will be hours or days, but we have

     our eye on Copenhagen on 12 December. 

           Question:  Can you tell us if the Secretary-General received an invitation from the European Union to go to

     Copenhagen?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know if he received an invitation, but you heard him say this morning that as of today he

     has no plan to go to Copenhagen.  Yes?

           Question:  How close or how far apart are the two plans that were submitted by the two sides?

           Spokesman:  I think Mr. de Soto said that he would not comment substantively at this time.  And, therefore, I

     am not going to either.  We’ll just have to allow his good offices to continue to work to try to bring the parties to

     agreement on a single text.  Yes?

           Question:  Have you had any information about the scheduled meeting between Mr. Annan and Recep

     Erdogan in the following days?

           Spokesman:  I believe that the Secretary-General has invited Mr. Erdogan to meet him here some time

     tomorrow.  I don’t have the specific time yet. 

           Okay, Richard?

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           In an opening statement to the special commemorative meeting on the 20th Anniversary of the Opening for

     Signature of the Law of the Sea, General Assembly President Kavan said:  “The elaboration of the Convention

     represents an attempt to establish true universality in the effort to achieve a just and equitable international economic

     order governing ocean space.  For the first time, the Convention offers a universal and complex legal framework for

     sharing the oceans as a common heritage of mankind.  The text of the Convention is not only the result of codification

     of customary law, but it embodies the progressive development of international law, as well, and also constitutes the

     International Seabed Authority and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.  The high number of States parties

     to the Convention is the best proof of the magnificent success of all those who participated in the work.”

           In his statement, President Kavan goes on to commemorate the eminent persons who created the Convention,

     some of whom are no longer with us to participate in today’s session.  “We are grateful to them”, he says, “and their

     presence is ensured through the fruit of their work.  The new law of the sea established by the Convention is based on

     the idea of the oceans as a common heritage.  This concept must be understood not only as sharing the benefits

     offered by the sea but, above all, as sharing the responsibility for its protection and conservation in order to ensure the

     ecological balance of our planet and for future generations

     to maintain and enjoy.”  The statement is available as a press release and is on the President’s Web site, while the

     list of individual tributes is available at the documents counter.

           The plenary then heard statements from the Secretary-General; Ugo Mifsud Bonnici, former President of

     Malta, who paid special tribute to the late Ambassador Arvid Pardo of Malta; Tommy Koh, President of the third UN

     Conference on the Law of the Sea; the Chairpersons of the five Regional Groups; Don KacKay, President of the twelfth

     meeting of States parties to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea; Martin Belinga-Eboutou, President of the

     Assembly of the International Seabed Authority; Satya Nandan, Secretary-General of the International Seabed

     Authority; Judge Raymond Ranjeva, on behalf of the President of the International Court of Justice; Judge Alexander

     Yankov, on behalf of the President of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea; and Peter Croker, Chairman of

     the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.

           In the afternoon, there will be two informal panels to commemorate the Convention with the overall theme “The

     Dynamism of the Convention:  challenges for the present and solutions for the future”.  There are a couple of changes

     to the panellists.  On the first panel (Chairman Ambassador Cristian Maquieira of Chile), the panellists will be:  Satya

     N. Nandan, Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority, Rolf Fife of Norway, and Professor Shabtai

     Rosenne of Israel.  That’s on the first panel.

           On the second panel, Ambassador Hasjim Djalal of Indonesia (as Chairman), Felipe Paolillo of Uruguay,

     Michael Bliss of Australia and Professor Bernard Oxman (United States).  Those panels are starting this afternoon at 3

     o’clock.

           This afternoon, the Second Committee takes action on the report of the Economic and Social Committee on

     science and technology for development, on Habitat II, and on the third UN Conference on the Least Developed

     Countries.

           Also this afternoon, the Fifth Committee will open general discussion on the proposed programme budget for

     2004-2005, and will conclude general discussion on the programme budget for 2002-2003.

           Tomorrow, the General Assembly plenary continues discussion of the oceans and the law of the sea, in

     regular session.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

                                              * *** *
________________________________________________________________________________________




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wastes" ��AFP - Talks aim to beef up global action on hazardous wastes� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Press Trust of India - Intl Conference on hazardous waste in Geneva� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Reef" ��Asia Pulse -  Philippines tops list of int'l coral reef hotspot�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Reserves" ��Asia Pulse - Central Visayas, Philippines establishes 50 marine reserves� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tehran" ��Tehran Times - ECO Environment Ministers to Meet in Tehran� ��
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