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Global warming threatens lake bursts in Nepal Sanjaya Dhakal (OneWorld.net)
Kathmandu, December 9 

Although Nepal's share in the global emission of greenhouse gases is almost nil, the consequences of global warming and climate change - receding snowlines, lake bursts and flash floods - threaten to wash away vast areas of the country, including the district that's home to Mount Everest.

The meltdown has sent a chill across the Himalayan nation. Over the last couple of years, it has recorded a hazy winter, hotter summer months and frequent landslides, which experts attribute to climatic change.

Weathermen believe this could be the harbinger of even more miserable weather to come. "The average temperature in Nepal is rising by 0.5 degrees Celsius per decade," points out a senior official in the climate change section in the Ministry of Population and Environment, Purushottam Kunwar.

As Nepal is home to the mighty Himalayas, global warming has increased the pace of snow melting, which, in turn, has made glacial lakes swell. The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) had warned five years ago that 20 big glacial lakes in the country are at risk of floods from glacial lake bursts, which could trigger huge loss of life and property.

Different reports suggest the frequency of such bursts has increased in the recent past. "Five glacial lake bursts occurred in Nepal from 1977 to 1998 according to records and satellite imagery," says a climate change officer at the World Wildlife Fund (WWF-Nepal Program), Sandeep Chamling Rai. WWF-Nepal acts as a member secretary organization of the Climate Change Network Nepal, which includes a number of domestic and international environmental bodies keeping a watch on global warming and its impact on Nepal.

One of the most startling results of climate change can be seen in the spectacular Tsho Rolpa glacial lake situated in the Rolwaling valley, north of the capital Kathmandu. "The lake had an area of 0.23 sq kilometers in 1950. It has since swollen to 1.7 sq kilometers," says the director general of the Department of Hydrology and Meteorology, Madan Lal Shrestha.

UNEP had in the past issued apocalyptic warnings about the likelihood of the lake bursting, triggering flash floods in rivers downstream. It was reported that if it burst, the Tsho Rolpa could affect life and property as far away as 100 kilometers downstream.

Immediately after the UNEP warning, the department started the Tsho Rolpa Risk Reduction Project, with the help of a Dutch agency. The project has siphoned a huge quantity of water and has brought down the water level by 3 meters. According to UNEP, the water level needs to be brought down by at least 20 meters to ensure safety.

As recently as August 2003, the Kawari glacier lake, situated in the foothills of the Annapurna II mountain, burst, destroying property worth US $100,000. Five people were killed and dozens rendered homeless.

Glacial lake bursts on a smaller scale have been frequently reported in the past few decades. On September 3, 1998, the Sabai Tsho lake-burst killed two persons and washed away fields and trekking trails of Solukhumbu district, which is home to Mount Everest.

Likewise, in September 1997, the Dudh Koshi burst destroyed a mini hydro plant there. On July 1991, the Chilbung lake burst, damaging houses in Beding village in Rolwaling valley. "These are only few examples. Glacial lake bursts occurred in the past as well, but their frequency has increased of late because of rising pace of snow melting thanks to the rise in temperature," asserts Shrestha.

According to Rai, an inventory carried out by ICIMOD (International Center for Integrated Mountain Development) and UNEP has shown that there are 26 potential dangerous glacial lakes in Nepal. Rapid melting of snow has also led to the receding of the snowline and glacial rivers.

"The Rikhasambha glacier river, located in the north-western Dhaulagiri valley, has receded 100 meters between 1974 and 1994. Such recession of glacial rivers is also seen elsewhere," points out Shrestha. Which is why, he says, Nepal is witnessing a disturbance in mountain climate, flash floods, cloudbursts, erratic weather patterns and so on.

Every year, the number of people dying in floods and landslides increases. In the year 2003, more than 300 people died of floods and landslides across the country. Greenhouse gases could indeed create a climatic calamity, say climatologists. The spatial variability of the monsoon conditions causes floods and landslides in some regions while severe drought conditions occur in other parts.

"In Nepal's context, the rise in temperature results in enlargement of existing glacial lakes, causing frequent landslides and floods, which destroy vast acres of crops due to hot air flow," says Rai.

Kunwar points out that climate change is responsible for erratic weather patterns such as the thick haze that shrouds Nepal's Terai (southern plains) area in winter. "The haze destroys cash crops of this region, which is the breadbasket of the country. And due to delay in regular snowfall, people living in the western Himalayan region are suffering from outbreaks of viral influenza and other diseases," he maintains.

Global warming is also raising temperatures at home. Says environmental journalist Bhairab Risal, "It is very disappointing that while Nepal does not emit many greenhouse gases, it has to face the consequences of actions of other developed countries. Due to their actions, our white gold (mountains) may be under threat."

WWF-Nepal will soon be making a detailed study on the impact of climate change in Nepal. "At present we don't have a comprehensive report. But we fear that even bio-diversity may have been affected by the change in climate," he says.

This could be particularly true in a country like Nepal where different species are found at different altitudes and climatic conditions.

According to Kunwar, Nepal is already a party to the international convention on climate change and is working to ratify the Kyoto protocol. But despite its deep concern, Nepal might not be able to cope with the challenge thrown open by global warming on its own, say government officials.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston Globe

9 December 2003

Winter sports threatened by warming

As if rising sea levels aren't scary enough, here's another reason to fear global warming: It could force your favorite ski resort to close. A report issued by the United Nations Environment Program last week said that as global temperatures increase, and the snowline retreats to higher altitudes, many existing low-altitude mountain resorts throughout the world will lack reliable snow cover, be cut off from their ski runs, and risk financial ruin. In one worst-case scenario, none of Australia's ski resorts would be viable by 2070. The report used temperature forecasts produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a group of some 2,000 scientists, which estimated that world temperatures will rise anywhere from 2.5 to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100 unless greenhouse gas emissions are radically reduced. UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said that global warming -- in the form of extreme weather such as floods and droughts -- will have the most devastating impact on the world's poorest nations, but "this study on winter sports shows that it is not just the developing world that will suffer. Even rich nations are facing potentially massive upheavals with significant economic, social and cultural implications."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles Times

December 9, 2003 Tuesday  Home Edition

Melting down; Concerns about overheated winters create unlikely alliance.

      BYLINE: Christopher Reynolds, Times Staff Writer

      BODY:

      After years of intermittent skirmishing, the ski industry and environmentalists worldwide have found an

      enemy they can denounce together: overheated winters. The moguls' motivation is made clear in a report

      from Swiss researchers, released in Turin, Italy, on Dec. 2 to broad media attention. It suggests that a

      3-degree rise in Fahrenheit temperatures worldwide in the next 50 years -- which many experts say is a

      conservative projection -- could melt away business at scores of the world's best-known resorts, driving

      smaller operators out of the market and sending the survivors in search of snow-making machinery or higher,

      colder ground.

      Released at a conference sponsored by the United Nations Environment Program and the International

      Olympic Committee, the study predicts that snow in relatively low-lying mountain resort areas, especially

      those fewer than 4,900 feet above sea level, will become increasingly unreliable in coming decades. Though

      some resorts may protect themselves through snow-making, researchers say the costs of buying and using

      that machinery are too high for most. 

      In Switzerland, the authors say, about 36 of the country's 230 ski resorts now have unreliable levels of

      snowfall. But if the warming predicted by many experts comes, they say, the "reliable" snow line could rise

      from roughly 3,900 feet to 4,900 in the next 30 to 50 years, leaving 85 of the country's resorts without

      reliable slope coverage. If the snow line rises to 5,900 feet -- which researchers see as possible but less

      likely -- 129 of the country's ski resorts could find themselves snow-poor. In Germany or Austria, where

      resorts tend to stand at lower altitudes, results could be more severe.

      With the exception of Sun Valley (at 5,750 feet), most major resorts in the Western U.S. have bases above

      6,700 feet. Mammoth Mountain's base is 7,953 feet, the Big Bear resorts' bases are between 6,700 feet and

      7,140.

      These forecasts are built upon the widely held view among scientists -- challenged by a few scientists and

      many U.S. legislators -- that the Earth is warming and that human activities such as burning fossil fuels and

      cutting down trees are prompting this change.

      The findings were compiled by three researchers based at the University of Zurich, drawing on a forecast by

      the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that, given current conditions, a temperature increase of

      2.5 to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit between now and 2100 is likely.

      The study echoes alarms from U.S. resort operators, many of whom have tussled in the past with green

      activists over such issues as land and water use and endangered species.

      In February, the National Ski Areas Assn. unveiled a "Keep Winter Cool" campaign -- a joint venture with the

      Natural Resources Defense Council, or NRDC -- aimed at highlighting measures to reduce air pollution. (At

      Mammoth Mountain, for instance, management has added solar heating to lift shacks.)

      Then in October, three dozen U.S. resorts threw their support behind an emission-limiting Climate

      Stewardship Act proposed by U.S. Sens. John McCain (R.-Ariz.) and Joseph Lieberman (D.-Conn.). The bill

      failed on a 55-43 Senate vote Oct. 30.

      American ski resorts "have really keyed in on the fact that global warming is having impacts on their bottom

      line and will keep doing so unless we use solutions like driving cleaner cars," said Eben Burnham-Snyder,

      deputy communications director of the NRDC's climate center in Washington. Though "there have been some

      disagreements between the environmental community and the ski industry," he said, their common interests

      on warming made teaming up a "no-brainer."

      In Europe, the report notes, some resort boosters have called for government subsidies to sustain them and

      concludes that "the tourism representatives will not just sit back idly in the face of climate change...

      Tourists demand good snow conditions, and hence, this is what has to be offered by the ski resorts."

      GRAPHIC: PHOTO: TEAMING UP: The ski industry and environmentalists used to skirmish but have found a  common enemy. PHOTOGRAPHER: Reuters

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The People Daily

9 December 2003

UNEP holds forum on sustainable development

PRIVATE
The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) held a forum on sustainable development from last Saturday through Monday in Changsha, capital city of central China's Hunan Province. 

The forum attracted over 400 scholars from across China, and 20 overseas experts on environmental protection from the United States, Britain, Belgium and the Netherlands. 

The United Nations has taken a series of measures to promote sustainable consumption and production modes worldwide, and one was a global convention to involve more enterprises in environmental protection, said Xia Kunbao, the coordinator of the UNEP's China office. 

The enterprises are encouraged to shoulder more responsibilities for environmental protection and to promote environmentally friendly technologies, Xia said. 

The world has come to a consensus that wasteful production and consumption can only lead to short-term prosperity, said Zhang Huaixi, vice-chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference National Committee. 

China's construction of a well-off society should be based on sustainable development, and the country should modify some traditional production modes to ease the pressure on natural resources and the environment, Zhang said. 



__________________________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire 

December 8, 2003 

Poor water management in Africa undercuts development 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Though an increasing number of African countries were striving towards

      economic recovery and sustainable development, their efforts could be in peril if Africa fails to manage its

      water resource efficiently and equitable, a senior United Nations official warned here Monday. 

      Anna Tibaijuka, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN-Habitat, said nowhere was the

      challenge more complex than in the rapidly growing cities of Africa. 

      In an opening speech at the Pan-African Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water, Tibaijuka

      warned that water scarcity in African cities was fast becoming a potential source of social and political

      conflict. She observed that sustainable development started with people's health and dignity, "yet Africa has

      entered the new Millennium with these fundamental conditions of human development unmet." 

      "It is a sobering thought that a most blatant breach of a basic human right -- the right of access to clean

      drinking water and basic sanitation -- is happening right now to half of Africa's urban populations living in

      slums and shanties," she said. 

      With an average growth rate of 5 percent per annum, Africa is presently the fastest urbanising region in the

      world. 

      On this account, Tibaijuka cautioned that persistent denial of access to municipal water supplies for the

      urban poor would be detrimental to the health and economy of the African continent. 

      She said, under its 'water for cities' programme, UN-Habitat was trying to establish a new model for

      cooperation that closely links political mobilisation and capacity building with follow-up investment in the

      sector. 

      Meanwhile, Tibaijuka announced the launch of the second phase of the Water for African Cities (WAC)

      Programme, which will be operational by January 2004. 

      A key objective of the programme in the second phase would be to create an enabling environment in

      African cities to stimulate follow-up investments in water and sanitation, she explained. 

      Initiated in 1999 by UN-Habitat in cooperation with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the WAC

      programme was the first comprehensive effort to improve water management in African cities. 

      The programme had seven participating countries -- Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Senegal, South

      Africa and Zambia. Tanzania recently joined the programme and several other countries have expressed

      interest.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sostiene PNUMA foro sobre desarrollo sostenible en China 

> CHANGSHA, CHINA (Xinhua) -- El Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) sostuvo un foro sobre desarrollo sostenible del sábado pasado hasta el lunes en esta ciudad, capital de la provincia de Hunan, centro de China. 

> Al foro asistieron más de 400 expertos de toda China y 20 expertos extranjeros sobre protección medioambiental de Estados Unidos, Gran Bretaña, Bélgica y Holanda. 

> La ONU ha emprendido una serie de medidas para promover formas de consumo y producción sostenibles en todo el mundo, y una es una convención mundial para involucrar a más empresas en la protección medioambiental, dijo Xia Kunbao, el coordinador de la oficina en China del PNUMA. 

> Las empresas son alentadas a asumir más responsabilidades para la protección del medio ambiente y para promover tecnologías no contaminantes, dijo Xia. 

> El mundo ha llegado a un consenso de que la producción y consumo excesivos sólo pueden conducir a la prosperidad de corto plazo, dijo Zhang Huaixi, vicepresidente del Comité Nacional de la Conferencia Consultiva Política del Puebo Chino. 

> La construcción de China de una sociedad modestamente acomodada en una forma generalizada debe estar basada en el desarrollo sostenible,y el país debe modificar algunas formas de producción tradicionales para disminuir la presión sobre los recursos naturales y medio ambiente, dijo Zhang. Fin 
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> El periodico mediterraneo.com

> Del océano al acuario doméstico

> La ONU denuncia que cada año se capturan sin apenas control 10 millones de peces marinos con fines ornamentales El negocio mueve entre 165 y 270 millones de euros

> 

 

> ANTONIO MADRIDEJOS
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· El pez payaso Nemo y el pez cirujano Dory, protagonistas de la última película de Walt Disney, capean con ingenio los avatares de la vida, incluida la reclusión en una pecera, pero la triste realidad es que numerosas especies de peces iguales que ellos, tropicales y de agua salada, se enfrentan a un incierto futuro por culpa del "escandaloso comercio de los acuarios marinos", según denuncia el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).  A diferencia de los acuarios de agua dulce, cuyos peces suelen haber sido criados en granjas, la mayoría de los peces de agua salada son extraídos de su hábitat natural sin la más mínima gestión sostenible, generalmente en el Sureste asiático y Oceanía. El PNUMA calcula que cada año se capturan entre 9 y 10 millones de unidades.  El PNUMA presentó recientemente un detallado informe, Del océano al acuario, sobre las más de 500 especies marinas --incluyendo también anémonas, crustáceos y moluscos-- que se capturan para satisfacer la demanda pública y privada de EEUU, Europa y Japón. Se calcula que el negocio mueve entre 165 y 270 millones de euros anuales.  "La recolección de peces alimenta una industria muy legítima", insiste Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del PNUMA, pero una mala gestión puede causar daños irreversibles en los arrecifes de coral de donde suelen proceder. "El uso sostenible ayuda en las regiones donde otras opciones para generar ingresos son limitadas". El informe pone el ejemplo de que un kilo de peces de colores le reporta a un pescador de Maldivas casi 100 veces más dinero que un kilo de peces criados para comida.  EL AGUA DULCE Prácticamente todos los peces de agua dulce comercializados en España, sean originarios del Amazonas o de Indochina, han sido criados en cautividad (el PNUMA cita un 90% a nivel mundial). > "Los acuarios de agua dulce son mucho más fáciles de mantener, más baratos y ofrecen muchas más posibilidades de reproducción", resume Miguel Haro, presidente de la Asociación Española de Acuariófilos (AEA).  Los porcentajes se invierten en las especies de agua salada porque su explotación industrial es más difícil. Lo normal es que humildes buceadores --en Indonesia, Filipinas o Vanuatu-- se zambullan durante horas en busca de peces de colores que luego malvenden a precios irrisorios. En el peor de los casos, denuncia el informe, se lanza cianuro de sodio para atontar a los peces y capturarlos en la superficie, con evidente daño para los arrecifes.  Enric Duran, del comercio Dauers Aquaris, en Barcelona, explica que los acuarios de agua salada son minoritarios en España: "Se necesita dedicación y experiencia", explica. No sólo son peces más caros y de mayor tamaño, sino que el agua debe salarse artificialmente. No hay compras compulsivas. De hecho, la demanda de peces payaso "no ha variado" tras el estreno de Buscando a Nemo, dice Javier, de Meridiana Aqu rium.  La AEA recomienda acudir a comercios acreditados. El Consejo de Acuarios Marinos, una organización internacional sin ánimo de lucro (www.aquariumcouncil.org), impulsa un sistema para certificar que las capturas siguen criterios sostenibles, asegurando nuevas cosechas, y reportan beneficios a las comunidades locales; la iniciativa no ha llegado a España.  Haro insiste en que los comercios, salvo raras excepciones, cumplen la ley y no venden especies incluidas en el CITES (tratado internacional sobre animales protegidos). Lamenta que el último éxito de la factoria Disney pueda transmitir una imagen errónea de los acuarios --"los animales viven más tiempo que en libertad"-- y critica que la película Nemo contribuye a expandir un falso mito: los animales lanzados al retrete sobreviven pues al final llegan al mar: "Es totalmente imposible". _______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Italy Faults EU Commission on Russia Kyoto Tactics

  MILAN - Italy accused the European Commission yesterday of wrongly using strongarm tactics to try to get Russia to ratify a key U.N. pact on global warming that will collapse if Moscow says "No." 

  Environment Minister Altero Matteoli, whose country is hosting 180-nation U.N. talks on climate change and the Kyoto protocol from December 1-12, said he felt confident that Moscow would ratify Kyoto in the end but urged softer methods. 

  "The very high level of pressure has caused discomfort in the Russian government," he told a news conference. 

  "It's a psychological attitude by the Russians," he said. "If we release the pressure psychologically speaking they may be quicker in ratifying the Kyoto protocol." 

  He did not spell out what he felt was wrong about tactics used by the European Union's executive Commission to try  to persuade Russia to sign up to the pact, which was dealt a blow in 2001 by a U.S. pullout. 

  The EU has held out the prospect of a lucrative market for Moscow to trade pollution quotas because the collapse of its  Soviet-era smokestack industries means that it will have no problem meeting goals under Kyoto for limiting emissions. 

  Kyoto aims to curb emissions of gases blamed for higher temperatures that may be spurring catastrophes from droughts to  heat waves. 

  "I think Russia will ratify," Matteoli said, even though Russia has backed away from promises to ratify soon. 

  One adviser to President Vladimir Putin last week branded Kyoto unacceptable in its current form, saying it could restrain  economic growth. "There has never been a declaration by Russia against the Kyoto protocol," Matteoli said. 

  Russia has the casting vote because Kyoto cannot enter into force unless it musters nations responsible for 55 percent of  emissions of carbon dioxide in rich states, mainly from power plants, cars and factories. 

  Kyoto has so far reached 44 percent and needs Russia's 17 percent after the United States pulled out its 36 percent share.

  Negotiators at the Milan talks, to be attended by ministers from Wednesday, were stuck in a dispute about whether to allow genetically modified trees to soak up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere under Kyoto. 

  GMO TREES 

  All growing plants absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and Kyoto will give nations credits for planting forests.  Apart from Russia, the dispute on defining forestry projects is one of the last hurdles to Kyoto. 

  "GMOs could be a sticking point that will have to be resolved by ministers," said Jennifer Morgan of the WWF

  environment group. 

  Nations including Canada, Argentina and China, which see benefits from planting fast-growing disease-resistant GMOs,  were arguing for their inclusion while countries wary of GMO crops like EU nations were opposed, environmental groups  said. 

  Stephen Guilbeault of Greenpeace said the details of the use of forests to absorb carbon dioxide were the last mechanism  to be agreed before Kyoto could start working, if ratified. 

  Matteoli also said that the conference resolved future funding of the U.N. climate bureaucracy despite reluctance by the  United States to fund Kyoto measures. 

  Matteoli also signed a deal with oil and gas group ENI meant to cut Italy's carbon dioxide at ENI oil and gas installations  around the world. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Pro-Environment Parties Fall Out of Russian Parliament 

                       MOSCOW, Russia, December 8, 2003 (ENS) - National elections to the Russian Parliament, the State Duma, on Sunday resulted in a win for  President Vladimir Putin's favorite, the United Russia party, which took 37  percent of the ballots. The two democratic parties that have supported the anti-nuclear and environmental movement in the past - Yablonko and SPS -  are out of parliament now, the first time that parliamentary elections have affected the anti-nuclear movement at all, campaigners said. 

                       According to the official results, the Communist Party was the second most  popular bloc, taking 12.7 percent of the vote. The Liberal Democrats took 11.6  percent, and the Homeland Party took 9.1 percent. 

                       Yablonko officially took only 4.3 percent of the vote, and SPS, the Union of  Right Forces, took 3.9 percent - not enough to win seats in the Duma as a  party must win at least five percent of the votes to gain a seat. 

                       SPS and Yabloko are considered to be liberals that were confronting authoritarism and anti-environmental legislation. For example, they were only parties that voted against the import of nuclear waste in 2001, which was eventually approved by the Duma. 

All of the pre-election polls predicted those parties would get into parliament,  but in the end they were                                                       defeated. 

                                                       During a meeting with the government on Monday, President Putin said, "The                                                       main conclusion from the Duma elections is that another step has been made toward strengthening  democracy in the Russian Federation." 

                       Observers from the Commonwealth of Independent States have recognized the elections as free, open and democratic, chairman of the Executive Council, CIS Executive Secretary Yuri Yarov told journalists on Monday. 

                       But the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) said the elections "failed to meet many OSCE and Council of Europe commitments, calling into question Russia's willingness to move towards European  standards for democratic elections." The International Election Observation Mission statement, issued today, was the consensus of more than 500 international observers from 42 countries who monitored the voting and counting from Vladivostok to St. Petersburg. 

                       Vladimir Slivyak of Ecodefense, a Russian national anti-nuclear organization,  called the elections a sad day for the environment. The winning party, the  United Russia party, has in the past "proved to be totally anti-environmental and pro-nuclear," said Slivyak. He described members of United Russia as "industrial lobbyists and bureaucrats." 

                       It may appear from the election returns that environmental issues are not of  interest to people, but that is "absolutely not true," Slivyak said. "All of the  related opinion polls here show environmental concerns are on the top." 

What the elections show, he said, is that people do not link the environmental situation with public politics, the voters "do not think that environmental protection is the business of politicians." 

                       "An automatic majority" will be  formed in the new State Duma, said political scientist Gleb Pavlovsky,  president of the Effektivnaya  Politika Fund, commenting on the preliminary results of the                       parliamentary elections. 

                       "The majority in the State Duma has been formed before it has been decided what it will do," said Pavlovsky on Echo of Moscow radio station. 

                       Slivyak said, "We are kind of getting back into the USSR which had a system with only one political party ruling the country as it wants." 

                       The OSCE agreed to some extent. While giving credit to the Central Election Commission for its "professional organization" of the elections, the OSCE said the pre-election process was "characterized by extensive use of the state  apparatus and media favoritism to benefit the largest pro-presidential party,                       reflected in voter apathy." 

                       "Given that procedures on election day were conducted in a technically correct way, it is even more regrettable that the main impression of the overall electoral process is of regression in the democratization process in Russia,"  said Bruce George MP, president of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, the special coordinator for the short term observers. 

                       "We are very concerned at the unfair practices, which have benefited one party," said David Atkinson MP, head of the Parliamentary Delegation of the Council of Europe. "Real political competition and choice for the voters are indispensable elements in a true democratic election process." 

"We have serious concerns regarding the lack of media independence," said Professor Rita Suessmuth, head of the Election Observation Mission, deployed by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights. 

"State media failed to provide balanced coverage of the campaign and considerable pressure was exerted on journalists, which restricted information available to voters to make an informed choice. Steps should be                       taken to develop the state broadcasters into a truly independent public service." 

The next four years in this country will be crucial for civil society as it exists now in Russia - for the environmental movement and the human rights movement, Slivyak says. 

"Public movements would probably be left without political support," he warned, "left alone fighting authoritarism, environmental degradation caused by bloody corporations and cash hungry government."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

10 December 2003

Climate talks must focus more on poor - UN expert 

  MILAN, Italy - Climate talks in Italy this week should involve poor states more in slowing global warming because the  U.N.'s Kyoto protocol governing rich states does not go far enough, the head of a U.N. commission said this week. 

  Delegates at a U.N. climate conference in Milan also said that Sunday's parliamentary elections in Russia, which has an  effective veto on Kyoto, could make ratification by Moscow more likely -- but not until after presidential polls in 2004. 

  "We will need stronger measures after Kyoto," Boerge Brende, the chairman of the U.N. Commission on Sustainable  Development, told Reuters, saying that the 180-nation talks should focus beyond Kyoto despite uncertainties about Russia. 

  "We need to start involving developing nations. I'm not saying that they have to promise to cut emissions but they have to  take more part in the dialogue," Brende, who is also Norway's environment minister, told Reuters by telephone. 

  The United States pulled out of Kyoto, which will last until 2012, arguing that it wrongly excluded developing nations and  that its targets were too costly. Putin has also expressed worries that Kyoto will brake Russian economic growth. 

  Brende noted that China was among the biggest emitters of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, blamed by scientists for  blanketing the planet and driving up temperatures. 

  Kyoto seeks average cuts of 5.2 percent in rich nations' emissions of greenhouse gases from 1990 levels by 2008-12.  Developing nations have no targets for cuts. 

  At most, Kyoto would only brake a rise in world temperatures by just 0.15 Celsius (0.3F) by 2100, according to U.N.  estimates. If nothing is done, U.N. scientists predict that the planet will be 1.4-5.8 Celsius warmer than now by 2100. 

  POLAR MELTING, DROUGHTS 

  The Milan conference, set to review problems of climate change ranging from droughts to the melting of polar icecaps that  could push up sea levels, lasts from December 1-12. Environment ministers will attend the finale from Wednesday. 

  Pro-Kyoto environmentalists expressed hopes that President Vladimir Putin would be more likely to ratify the protocol  after this week's elections that saw gains for Kremlin loyalists. 

  "If Putin goes on to win the presidential election in March as expected, then I believe he will have his eyes on the history  books and won't want to be blamed" for undermining Kyoto, said Alexey Kokorin of the WWF environmental group. He  said that Putin might try to link approval of Kyoto to Russia's drive to join the World Trade Organisation. 

  Senior Russian officials gave conflicting signals last week about whether Russia would say "No". One Putin adviser said  that Kyoto was unacceptable in its current form. 

  Rajendra Pachauri, head of the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change which groups scientists studying global  warming, said Russia should decide quickly or Kyoto would risk irrelevance. 

  "If President Putin is inclined to ratify then (the election) has strengthened his position," he told Reuters. 

  But he said that Putin should act within a few months. "Beyond that, people will treat it as past history. Something that  could have happened but never did." 

  Russia has a veto because Kyoto will only enter into force if ratified by countries representing 55 percent of emissions by  developed nations. So far Kyoto has reached 44 percent and needs Russia's 17 percent because the U.S. 36 percent is  out. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

 EU Fails to End Moratorium on Genetically Modified Food 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, December 9, 2003 (ENS) - European Commission ambitions to remove a de facto EU moratorium on the commercialization ofgenetically modified food products suffered an embarrassing setback on

Monday when a committee of national experts failed to support an  application concerning a sweetcorn called 

Bt-11. 

The Bt-11 corn, made by Swiss agribusiness giant Syngenta, has been  modified to produce its own insecticide and is also resistant to an herbicide. The corn would be imported as a canned food product, not for planting. 

The vote was postponed last month as the Commission feared its recommendation to approve the application would not win the required qualified majority support to end the five year long moratorium. 

In a statement issued after Monday's vote, however, the Commission said the results were "expected." 

Six countries - Finland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and the UK - voted in favour of the Commission's proposal. Another six - Austria, Denmark, France, Greece and Luxembourg, plus Portugal - voted against. 

Belgium and Italy moved from the no  camp to an abstension, with Germany also abstaining. Overall, the application received 33 votes in favor and 29 against, with 25 abstensions.  EU ministers will vote on the proposal

within the next three months. Should they fail to reach a qualified majority either for or against permitting the

Syngenta sweetcorn to be imported, the Commission will have the power to adopt the proposal unilaterally. 

Environmental campaigners Friends of the Earth (FoE) Europe welcomed the

vote as "a victory for public safety and common sense." The group said that the lack of scientific consensus over the safety of the genetically modified  Bt-11 sweetcorn proved that the European Commission was wrong to try to press ahead with lifting the moratorium. 

A new approval process and labeling regime for genetically modified foods will take effect in April 2004. It enforces strict labeling and traceability of the food and facilitates recalls should anything go wrong. 

Green groups have insisted that authorization of products under the old approval process should not go ahead. But the Commission said this is of no consequence, as any new product would be subject to the new rules in any

case. 

The European Commission has been striving to persuade the United States that the de facto moratorium will soon be lifted. An official challenge against the European Union under World Trade Organization rules was launched by the United States, Canada and Argentina last August. 

But Friends of the Earth says the delay is a good thing for the European Commission. Geert Ritsema said, "The European Commission now has the opportunity to re-think its position. The public doesn't want to eat GM food and question marks remain over its safety." 

Ritsema urged the EU executive to "put the wellbeing of European citizens and their environment before the business interests of the U.S. government  and the biotech industry." ______________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Whales Reveal Man's Damaging Impact on Oceans 

  PORT LOUIS, Mauritius - Sailing the world's remotest seas in search of the awesome sperm whale, the steel-hulled  Odyssey has been dredging up some dark secrets about mankind's damaging impact on the oceans. 

 A scientific research vessel circumnavigating the globe, the 93-foot sailing boat has been tracking the giant whales in the  hope that they may hide in their bulk important clues to the state of the world's seas. 

 The mission is not over, but the early indications are ominous. Pollutants, the debris of man's life on land, have poisoned  the waters that dominate the planet. 

Working for the U.S.-based Ocean Alliance, a whale conservation and research body, the Odyssey set out in March  2000 to quantify that toxicity, using tissue samples from sperm whales to indicate how polluted the waters really are. 

"We chose to study the toxicity levels in sperm whales because they are one of the most abundant great whale species left  on the planet and are found in all seas and oceans in the world," said Genevieve Johnson, Ocean Alliance's education  director. 

 "We were surprised by the levels of pesticides like DDT found in our preliminary analysis of sperm whale tissue samples. 

"We have completed almost four years of our five-year study and have so far taken tissue samples from about 900 sperm  whales in various parts of the world." 

BANNED BUT WIDELY USED 

An adult male sperm whale can reach lengths of 60 feet and weigh more than 60 tons. It is believed to be the biggest  toothed predator in the world. 

 There are about 350,000 sperm whales around the world, but Johnson said the pesticides found in their blubber could  spell danger for the species. 

 DDT is banned in many countries because of its harmful effect on humans and animals. It is still used widely in developing  countries, sold on the black market because of its low cost and effectiveness as an insecticide. 

 Other toxins like polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) have also been found in sperm whales. Made and used on land, these  are released into the environment and eventually make their way into the oceans through rivers and rainfall. 

 Johnson said the toxins could prevent whale fetuses from developing properly, result in high levels of sexual abnormality,  cancers, birth defects or sterility. 

 There could also be repercussions for humans. 

  "The toxicants that we are finding in these whales could have serious implications for humans as we are also feeding high on  the oceanic food chain," Johnson said. 

Toxic fish and oceanic plants have been found to contaminate land in some parts of the world and Canada's Inuit people  have been warned to stop eating fish, the staple of their diet for generations. 

 Studies suggest poisons are showing up in the breast milk of nursing mothers who pass them on to their babies. 

  EPIC VOYAGE 

  The Odyssey's multi-million dollar voyage began in San Diego, California. The ship has sailed more than 30,000 miles,  taking in some of the world's most remote regions on the way to its current dock in Mauritius. 

  From the Galapagos to the Chagos islands, Papua New Guinea to Kiribati, the eight scientists and researchers aboard are  also using the epic journey to try to promote awareness of the damage wrought by humans. 

  "Besides researching sperm whales we link up with educational groups to give a lot of talks to students in many different  countries to raise awareness about whales and ocean pollution," Johnson said. 

 Over the last four years, thousands of children have visited the ship to learn about marine life. For those that can't, the crew  has a Web site (www.pbs.org/odyssey) and is linked via global satellite to media and educational sites. 

"Children worldwide are fascinated by whales," Johnson said. "We think that by linking live to the Odyssey from the  classroom, students all over the world will have the chance to participate in a voyage of discovery that is circling the  globe." 

______________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

World Summit  on the Information Society (WSIS), Geneva 10-12 December:

IHT, Editorial: “The free flow of ideas pays off” by K. Matsuura

Throughout preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society, which will begin in Geneva on Wednesday, Unesco expressed its concern that some countries seemed to hesitate to reaffirm their commitment, in spirit as well as in deed, to the universally accepted principle of freedom of expression, as expressed in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.


http://www.iht.com/articles/120676.html
IHT, Editorial: “Break the technology barrier” by Kofi Annan

The World Summit on the Information Society, which begins Wednesday in Geneva, is in danger of having its main objective - how best to harness the power of information technology for development - overshadowed by differences on a pair of issues. 

The first is Internet governance……The second is press freedom.

http://www.iht.com/articles/120670.html

Environment related news

FT, 9 December : Researchers in China draw up green index

Chinese researchers are drawing up a "green GDP index" that will eventually be used to judge the performance of local officials currently assessed mainly on the speed of economic growth.

The index would be calculated by subtracting values for resource depletion and pollution from gross domestic product, the traditional measure of economic growth, officials and researchers said.

The plan derives from a new philosophy on economic growth formulated by China's leaders and announced at the third plenum meeting of the Communist party in October.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=031209000772&query=Researchers+in+China+draw+up+green+index&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN Secretary-General deplores suicide bombing in Moscow

*
Annan alarmed at reports of widespread abuses of civilians in Darfur, Sudan

*
UN system has the tools, but some world leaders lacking, says UN relief official

*
Annan calls on broadcasters to help create ‘open, inclusive’ information society

*
World Broadcasters present Annan with declaration pledging spread of information

*
Migration benefits both receiver and sender countries – Annan

*
World population likely to be about nine billion by 2300 – UN projections

*
Liberia: banditry, looting, shooting mar UN demobilization campaign

*
UN member countries sign anti-corruption treaty in Merida, Mexico

*
Special Panels judges convict Timorese man for murder of two UN employees

*
Annan names Chowdhury chief of review conference on sustainable development

*
UN General Assembly passes resolutions on security, disarmament issues 

*
UN assists Iraqi refugees returning from Iran 

*
Annan welcomes new information and communications centre in Ghana

*
UN food programme boost 2003 beneficiaries by 50 per cent

*
Germany aids UN food and agricultural projects

* * * *

Russian Federation

9 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the suicide bombing outside a hotel in central Moscow, saying terrorism “can never be justified under any circumstances whatsoever.”

Media reports said at least five people were killed and 13 injured when one or more suicide bombers blew themselves up outside the National Hotel in central Moscow, close to the Kremlin building. On Friday 44 people were killed when a suicide bomber blew himself up on a train in the south of the Russian Federation, near Chechnya.

Mr. Annan “was shocked to learn that the Russian Federation had been the victim of yet another act of terror,” a UN spokesman in New York said in a statement.

The Secretary-General sent his condolences to the Russian Federation’s Government and to the families and friends of those killed in the bombing.

* * *

Sudan

9 December – As humanitarian workers said nearly 10,000 new Sudanese refugees had fled into Chad from the strife-torn Darfur region of the Sudan, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed alarm today at reports of widespread abuses against Darfur civilians and the obstructing of humanitarian efforts there.

The reports included “killings, rape and the burning and looting of entire villages,” his spokesman quoted him as saying.

“Insecurity is also severely hampering humanitarian assistance efforts as many of the 1 million civilians affected by the conflict remain beyond the reach of relief workers,” Mr. Annan said.

He called on all parties to grant humanitarian organizations safe and unimpeded access, join the peace talks on Darfur scheduled to resume tomorrow in Abeche, eastern Chad, and finalize an inclusive ceasefire without further delay.

Humanitarian organizations estimate that 4 million Sudanese have been displaced internally or have been forced to leave the country, Africa’s largest, because of the long-running factional conflict.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) said a recent assessment mission to south Darfur found that 46 of the 62 villages had been completely burned, while the other 16 had been looted.

The newest refugees, who brought the number to have fled across the Chadian-Sudanese border over the last seven months to 75,000, alleged that there has been aerial bombardment of villages and “ethnic cleansing” by pro-government Arab militias, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

Local authorities have been registering the new arrivals and aid is being distributed to the most vulnerable among them, UNHCR said.

The largest number – 6,000 – have settled in Tisi, south of the border town Adre, but UNHCR employees said they have been unable to visit them because of lack of security in the area. Another 3,000 are in Ade and Nakoulouta, also south of Adre, it said, and 1,000 are in Birak, northeast of Abeche, the main town in eastern Chad.

Darfur was an independent sultanate of Muslim converts until 1916 when the British expelled the Sultan and incorporated the sultanate into Sudan, whose government is now dominated by Muslim Arabs.

The first privately funded and operated airlift in WFP history took place last weekend when TPG/TNT Airways transported two Toyota Land Cruisers, four mobile storage tents and office and warehouse equipment to Chad’s capital, N’djamena, for transport to Abeche, WFP said.

* * *

Security Council

9 December – The United Nations system has the tools, the technical expertise and the logistical capacity to provide faster and better humanitarian relief to civilians caught in armed conflict, but the world’s political, military and economic leaders still do not make humanitarian principles a reality, the UN’s senior relief official told the Security Council today.

Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, briefed the Council in New York at an open meeting on the issue of protecting civilians in armed conflict.

Mr. Egeland presented two documents – an updated aide-memoire on the issue, and a “road map” previously requested by Security Council members to help them clarify responsibilities and enhance cooperation within the UN system.

He told the Council that there were 10 areas for action: improving humanitarian access; improving the security of humanitarian personnel; ensuring the special protection of children; ensuring the special protection of women; combat impunity; tackling “forgotten emergencies”; responding better to refugees’ security needs; tackling shortcomings in disarmament, demobilization, reintegration and rehabilitation; addressing the impact of small arms and light weapons on civilians; and developing further measures to promote the responsibility of armed groups and other non-State actors to protect civilians.

Mr. Egeland also emphasized that humanitarian and human rights workers needed the Council’s help, pointing out that recent attacks against humanitarian personnel had dramatically reduced access to civilians caught inside armed conflicts.

His briefing was followed by an extensive debate in which representatives of 23 countries spoke before the Council. 

* * *

World Electronic Media Forum 

9 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on global broadcasters to help in the effort to create an open and inclusive information society in which knowledge empowers all people, and serves the cause of improving the human condition.

In remarks to the opening of the World Electronic Media Forum (WEMF) in Geneva, the Secretary-General noted the “power and paradox” facing the producers and consumers of electronic media in the information age.

“The power is clear: to educate and entertain; to inspire and inform; to sound the alarm and arouse the conscience; to bring people and places closer together; to shine a light on injustice,” he stressed.

But, Mr. Annan added, while electronic media may seem to be everywhere, the paradox is that “there are many millions of people in the world it still does not reach.”

“Many do not have electricity, let alone electronic media. Others are too poor to buy televisions, radios or satellite dishes,” he said. Furthermore, the barriers were not only technical, as signals are broadcast in a limited number of languages, while in some countries it is not legal to receive signals from abroad.

“The digital divide is not just digital; it reflects wide disparities in freedom, wealth, and in power, and ultimately in hope for a better future. We are here together in Geneva to put power and paradox together, and come up with a plan as partners,” he said.

Panels, workshops and keynote speeches at the Forum – which runs through Friday and is organized by the UN in cooperation with the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) and Switzerland – will explore the enhanced role of the media in the information society, and examine such key topics as universal access to information, freedom of expression, cultural diversity, economic development, social cohesion and education.

The Forum, which will be seen live by satellite around the world and include real-time contributions from several continents by television and over the Internet, is a parallel event to the high-level World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which begins tomorrow. The Summit aims to address the challenge of using information and communications technologies (ICT) towards fighting global problems such as illiteracy and poverty.

Mr. Annan stressed that the goal “is not more information in more places, but an information society – open and inclusive – in which knowledge empowers all people, and serves the cause of improving the human condition.”

Noting that the media were fellow stakeholders in that effort, he said: “Freedom of the press is essential if you are to fulfil that vital role. It is one thing for Governments to establish regulatory and policy frameworks. But when they go further, further down the slope towards censorship and harassment, all of us – and potentially all our rights – are imperilled. The Summit must reaffirm this fundamental freedom.

“With the explosion in knowledge and capacity, we have, more than ever before, the ability to reach development goals we have never had before and goals we have sought for many, many years. Like those who witnessed the dawn of the industrial age, people around the world have been given their first glimpses of exciting new achievements ahead,” he added.

“All over the developing world, as antennas and satellite dishes sprout across the landscape – some of them placed there in defiance of the authorities – we can see the immense thirst for connection. Let us show that we are listening and that we are going to help them fulfil their dreams,” he concluded.

* * * 

World Electronic Media Forum 

9 December – The world’s leading radio and television broadcasters today conveyed to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan their commitment to such fundamental values as freedom of expression, access to information, media pluralism and cultural diversity.

The Broadcasters’ Declaration by the World Broadcasting Unions (WBU), a coordinating body for regional broadcasting associations, was presented to the Secretary-General on the opening day of the World Electronic Media Forum (WEMF) in Geneva.

Mr. Annan was asked to transmit the Declaration to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which begins Wednesday and under his high patronage brings together Heads of State and government in a bid to address the challenge of using information and communications technologies (ICT) towards fighting global problems such as illiteracy and poverty.

The Forum itself runs through Friday and comprises several panels, workshops and keynote speeches by top broadcasting executives and government officials who will explore the enhanced role of the media in the information society, and examine key topics such as universal access to information, freedom of expression, cultural diversity, economic development, social cohesion and education.

The Forum, organized by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) in cooperation with the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) and Switzerland, can be seen live by satellite around the world and includes real-time contributions from several continents by television and over the Internet.

Speaking at the outset of the Forum’s opening session, Shashi Tharoor, UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, noted that the Declaration was an opportunity for media leaders “to get their message through to the Summit itself.”

Echoing that thought, EBU President Arne Wessberg told the audience the Declaration reinforced the notion that “a free and independent media were essential” to democracy and that it reflected the collective view of the world’s public and private broadcasters which should be communicated to the world leaders participating in the Summit.

According to the Declaration, communications technology is not an end in itself but rather a vehicle for the provision of information and content. It also stresses the importance of respecting and promoting the freedom of expression as well as the freedom and pluralism of the media, which should be the underpinnings of the media system and the information society as a whole.

The text states that the electronic media have a vital role to play in the information society, which it says “refers to the importance of information and content for the public.”

The Declaration also notes that television and radio are “crucial for ensuring social cohesion and development in the digital world,” and that information should remain accessible and affordable to everyone.

* * *

Migration

9 December – Launching the independent Global Commission on International Migration today in Geneva, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said migration provides enormous potential benefits to receiver countries as well as sender countries.

Mr. Annan said the new, non-UN panel would help promote greater public understanding about migration – a debate which has “generated more heat than light” in some countries, he added.

The Secretary-General said the world’s approach to migration “will be an important test of our commitment to universal values, and our capacity, as an international community, to cooperate for mutual advantage.”

He said migration is not just an economic issue, but one of human rights as well, pointing out that migration is as old as humanity.

The Commission will be co-chaired by Jan Karlsson, a former Migration Minister from Sweden, and Mamphela Ramphele of South Africa, a managing director of the World Bank. The panel – which will examine how international migration can be better managed – is expected to begin work next month and complete its final report by the middle of 2005.

Mr. Annan added: “The Commission, of course, is an independent body. But we at the UN are ready to help it in any way we can, including through consultations and the provision of data and information.”

The Secretary-General attended several other events today in Geneva, where he also spoke at the opening ceremony of the World Economic Forum.

Mr. Annan participated in a high-level dialogue, “Taking Responsibility in the Information Age,” co-chaired by Switzerland’s President Pascal Couchepin and the World Economic Forum’s President Klaus Schwab.

He visited the new headquarters of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and then gave end-of-the-year remarks to hundreds of UN staff gathered in the Assembly Hall at the Palais des Nations. During that speech he spoke about staff security, UN reform and the need to tackle “soft targets” such as poverty, unsafe drinking water, infectious diseases and environmental degradation.

Later he had a brief tête-à-tête with Switzerland’s Foreign Minister Micheline Calmy-Rey before holding bilateral meetings with the presidents of Azerbaijan, Gabon and Rwanda.

His final engagement is the Official Welcome Ceremony of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), to be hosted by Mr. Couchepin.

* * * 

Population

9 December – The world’s population in 2300 is likely to be around nine billion, lower than previous long-range forecasts, while the population will continue to age rapidly thanks to improving longevity, according to groundbreaking new projections released today by the United Nations population arm.

World Population in 2300, issued in New York by the Population Division of the UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), is the first formal UN population report to forecast population until 2300, rather than 2150, the previous horizon. It is also the first to have long-range projections for each country, and not just each continent.

In its report, DESA states that the forecast of nine billion people in 2300 – up from the current level of 6.3 billion people – is based on world fertility levels stabilizing at about two children per woman.

DESA stresses this is a medium scenario, adding that a small variation in fertility levels could lead to the population in 2300 being as low as 2.3 billion or as high as 36.4 billion.

Previous projections over the last 30 years had the world’s population reaching 10 or 12 billion people by 2075 or 2200, but the new forecast takes account of fertility declines occurring in the developing world and assumes that future trends in those countries will follow those of developed countries, where fertility rates are low.

According to the medium scenario, Africa’s share of the world’s population will rise from 13 per cent this year to 24 per cent in 2300, while Europe’s share over the same period will fall from 12 per cent to 7 per cent.

The report also states that the median age of the world will rise from 26 years today to almost 50 years by 2300, with the proportion of people aged 60 or more rising from 10 per cent to 38 per cent. DESA says this is due to continuously improving longevity. Eventually the life expectancy for many countries will be more than 100 years at birth.

* * *
Liberia

9 December – More than 2,000 former soldiers in war-torn Liberia have turned in their weapons since Sunday’s start of a disarmament campaign, but a spate of banditry, looting of humanitarian supplies and random shooting by ex-combatants seeking immediate payment of a stipend have marred the process, UN agencies reported today.

The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) said that on the first day of the campaign designed to reintegrate tens of thousands of fighters, the influx of combatants at Camp Schieffelin, the disarmament site 56 kilometres east of Monrovia, the capital, well exceeded capacity and large numbers were continuing to arrive.

“At the same time, combatants have obstructed the disarmament process by firing their weapons and threatening the security of the population inside and outside the camp,” UNMIL said in a news release. Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Jacques Pail Klein said he was “deeply disturbed by the unnecessary violence.”

“It is unfortunate that a small criminal element has attempted to disrupt what is a major international effort to bring peace, security and stability to the Liberian people,” Mr. Klein said in a statement. “Instead of cooperating with the process and living up to the promises made to the people of this nation by signing the Accra (ceasefire) accord, some leaders and combatants have chosen the path of delay, disruption, intimidation and violence.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the incidents were caused by disgruntled former soldiers who expected to immediately receive the $150 stipend, part of the disarmament and training package designed to stabilize a country that is awash with small arms and armed groups after 14 years of civil wars.

UNMIL said all disarmed and demobilized combatants would now receive an initial payment of their transitional safety net allowances of $75 commencing from today, and that the intake of soldiers would be restricted to a maximum of 400 per day.

Previously they had been entitled to the $150 stipend only after a three-week demobilization training programme, followed by another $150 three months later.

UNHCR said 40,000 former fighters were potentially waiting to be demobilized and reintegrated into civilian life after 14 years of fighting. At the cantonment camps, the combatants will receive health care, counselling, vocational training, schooling and apprenticeships, spokesman Kris Janowski told a press briefing in Geneva.

The incidents had led to a fresh deterioration in security, forcing UNHCR to cancel two missions to Zwedu and Harper and put on hold a relocation of internally displaced people from public buildings in Margibi County, Mr. Janowski added.

Two additional cantonment sites are set to open in the coming weeks – one in Buchanan for combatants of the rebel MODEL (Movement for Democracy in Liberia), the other in Gbarnga for the rebel LURD (Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy). Up to 10 cantonment camps should be operational in the near future as UNMIL progressively deploys its troops around the country.
* * * 

Timor Leste

9 December – Judges at the Special Panels for Serious Crimes today convicted a Timorese militia member for the murders of two East Timorese employees of the United Nations Assistance Mission in East Timor (UNAMET) in September 1999.

The Special Panel of two international judges and one East Timorese judge convicted Salvador Soares, a former Dadurus Merah Putih militia member, of one count of murder as a crime against humanity for the stabbing death of Ruben Barros and it held him responsible for the death of Domingos Pereira on 2 September 1999.

Mr. Soares was sentenced to 10 years and 6 months in prison, with time deducted for time already spent in detention since June 2002.

He was acquitted of one count of torture for the beating of Ruben Barros in front of the Barros family home in Maliana town.

Nine others who were indicted with Mr. Soares, including the former Indonesian military (TNI) intelligence chief of Bobonaro district, Lieutenant Sutrisno, and TNI intelligence member, Sergeant Asis Fontes, remain at large in the Republic of Indonesia, the UN Serious Crimes Unit (SCU) said.

INTERPOL arrest warrants have been issued for five of the nine, it said.

Since 2001 the Special Panels have convicted 41 defendants and acquitted one. It has also indicted a total of 360 persons on charges in connection with the murders or disappearances of 10 East Timorese UNAMET staff, the SCU said.

It said 281 of the accused are, however, outside the jurisdiction of Timor Leste, including 37 TNI officers, four Indonesian chiefs of police and 60 East Timorese TNI members.

* * *

Corruption

9 December – Representatives of more than 120 governments met in Merida, Mexico, today for the start of a three-day conference at which they will sign the first legally binding international agreement to tackle corruption, a convention approved by the United Nations General Assembly in October.

In a message to the conference, read by UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said that, in a major breakthrough, the convention provides the means to recover assets obtained through corruption and, together with the convention on organized crime, it “gives us the tools to address crime and corruption on a global scale.”

The Convention against Corruption binds ratifying countries to criminalize corrupt practices; develop institutions to prevent corrupt practices and prosecute offenders.

They also have to cooperate with other governments in recovering stolen assets and help one another to fight corruption, reduce its occurrence and reinforce integrity. Thirty ratifications are needed to bring the Convention into force.

“Let me stress, in particular, the provisions on asset recovery – the first of their kind – which require member states to return assets obtained through corruption to the country from which they were stolen,” Mr. Annan said.

“This is a major breakthrough. It will help tackle a pressing problem for many developing countries, where corrupt elites have looted billions of dollars that are now desperately needed by new governments to redress the social and economic damage inflicted on their societies.”

He was also greatly encouraged that the convention includes measures to promote the transparency and accountability of the international business community, he said.

The UN Global Compact of corporations observing designated corporate good governance issues, an organization that Mr. Annan launched, has already developed practical measures to fight corruption.

The Compact will host an international conference on Transparency and Anti-Corruption in Paris next month and a summit of Global Compact leaders in New York in June 2004, he said.

He noted that the UN itself has launched an Organizational Integrity Initiative to reinforce integrity as a core value “and to ensure that we practise what we preach.”

“We have come a long way,” Mr. Annan said. “Until the early 1990s corruption was hardly ever mentioned in official circles, although everybody knew it was there. It took great efforts and perseverance by many people to raise awareness of the corrosive effects of corruption on societies and put the fight against this plague on the global agenda.”

* * * 

Sustainable development

9 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today named Under-Secretary-General Anwarul K. Chowdhury the secretary-general of an international meeting next year to review 10 years of implementing policies to develop small island states in a sustainable way.

The 10-year review of the 1994 Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Small Island Developing States will take place in Mauritius from 30 August to 4 September 2004.

The Barbados Programme of Action reviewed the implementation of measures adopted at the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development, as well as those contained in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Earlier in the General Assembly session, Mr. Chowdhury suggested that delegates identify priorities for the 2004 conference agenda, including the economic, social and environmental vulnerability of small island developing states (SIDS), poverty eradication measures, freshwater issues, climate change, renewable energy, development of marine resources and sustainable fisheries, reducing HIV/AIDS and increasing trade.

The Programme of Action facilitates cooperation with and assistance to the SIDS in these and other areas.

Mr. Chowdhury is also the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.

* * *

General Assembly

9 December – The United Nations General Assembly yesterday passed 52 resolutions on security and disarmament issues, mostly nuclear, ranging from an attempt to outlaw non-strategic nuclear weapons to a call for a review conference next year on the international convention banning landmines.

While 29 of the resolutions – all had emerged from the Assembly’s First Committee, which handles disarmament and international security issues – were adopted without a vote, 23 others were put to a formal vote on the floor of the Assembly.

The consensus texts mainly covered the fields of disarmament machinery, confidence-building and related matters, while the disputed texts reflected international disagreement on how to achieve disarmament and non-proliferation goals.

Resolutions passed by the General Assembly, which has 191 Member States, are not binding on States, unlike those of the Security Council.

A resolution calling for the reduction of “non-strategic” nuclear weapons was adopted with a vote of 128 nations in favour, four against (France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States) and 43 abstentions.

Another resolution, calling on all States to refrain from acting in a way that could lead to a new nuclear arms race and to fulfil all their obligations regarding nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation under international law and treaties was approved 133-6, with 38 abstentions. The countries against were France, India, Israel, Pakistan, the UK and the US.

The General Assembly was also examining a number of legal issues yesterday, including the cloning of human beings.

* * * 

Iraq

9 December - Despite the insecurity prevailing in parts of Iraq and its discouragement of large-scale returns, the United Nations refugee agency said today repatriation convoys from Iran had begun and it had helped 280 people to return in the last three weeks.

“While we’re not encouraging repatriation due to insecurity, lack of humanitarian aid and economic conditions unsuitable for large-scale returns, many refugees do want to go back and have long been clamouring to return,” a UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman told a news briefing in Geneva.

Some 202,000 Iraqis, most of whom fled their homes during the first Iran-Iraq war 20 years ago, were in Iran earlier this year.

“There have been reports that some refugees unwilling to wait for UN-facilitated convoys have gone back on their own,” spokesman Kris Janowski said. “Future convoys will depart Iran as needed to accommodate requests from any refugees seeking help to return.”

It took months of arduous negotiations to arrange the start of these repatriation convoys, he added.

After processing and mine awareness training at a transit centre a few kilometres from the frontier in southern Iraq, UNHCR local staff have given the returning refugees assistance packages containing mattresses, blankets, cooking utensils and a stove for each family, as well as tents for those in need of shelter.
* * *
Ghana

9 December – United Nations Secretary-General today congratulated the Governments of Ghana and India for setting up the Ghana-India Kofi Annan Centre of Excellence in Information and Communications Technologies, saying he hoped it would help bridge the digital divide between rich and poor.

Mr. Annan said the partnership between Ghana and India over the centre “is also an especially vivid demonstration of South-South cooperation.”

He added that information technologies have “tremendous potential to improve health, education and government, to promote trade and economic growth (and) to spread knowledge and integrate people and countries alike into the global knowledge economy.”

* * * 

WFP

9 December – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) increased the number of people it reached this year by 50 per cent, feeding nearly 110 million as compared with 72 million in 2002, the agency said today.

But its 2003 budget target of $4 billion will fall short by $580 million by the end of the year, spokesperson Christiane Berthiaume told a news briefing in Geneva.

Since it was set-up in 1963, the Rome-based organization has invested $27.8 billion and delivered more than 43 million tons of food to combat hunger, promote economic and social development and provide relief assistance in emergencies throughout the world.

* * *

Germany

9 December – Germany is to provide 8.6 million euros for United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) development projects next year, including refugee aid in Afghanistan and nutrition services for HIV/AIDS-affected children in Lesotho and Malawi, the agency announced today.

In Afghanistan, returning refugees and internally displaced people will receive vegetable or pulses seeds as well as tools and fertilizer with priority given to women, FAO said in a news release in Rome. The project aims to assist in resettling returnees, increase food production and improve the livelihoods of vulnerable households.

Another project will focus on training for Afghan women and men who are members of village groups for poultry and dairy production. Working with local farmers, FAO has set up milk collection centres and started poultry production for women in several Afghan cities. The project will help to extend these activities. 

In Lesotho and Malawi, two southern African countries with high levels of HIV/AIDS, the project will protect and improve food and nutrition security of orphans and HIV/AIDS affected children. 

Other projects will promote conservation agriculture in Kenya and food programmes in Brazil, Honduras and Sierra Leone.  

* * *
Measles

9 December – Iran and Turkey have launched the largest and most ambitious measles campaigns in the world, aiming to reach 53 million people over the next year, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

A highly contagious viral infection, measles kills more children than any other vaccine-preventable disease, particularly those in developing countries who do not have access to adequate health care services. Those that survive can have permanent disabilities, including brain damage, blindness and deafness.

The Iranian campaign targets 33 million people between 5 and 25 years of age, all of whom it hopes will be immunized before the new year, while Turkey plans to reach 20 million children aged 9 months to 15 years over the next 12 months.

“There is absolutely no reason that children should die or be disabled from measles or rubella when we have simple, effective and inexpensive vaccines,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a statement. “The Governments of Iran and Turkey have shown commendable leadership in their efforts to eliminate these deadly diseases.”

In Iran, the Ministry of Health is leading the campaign, in close collaboration with other ministries and with the support of UNICEF, the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

The Turkish campaign will start this month with 10 million school children, expanding to 10 million more infants and out-of-school children next year.

The campaigns in both countries are being financed and implemented by their governments, and will enlist support from the media, health professionals, schools, local communities and parents.

* *** *

____________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                 Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon

           I’d like to welcome Joseph Chamie to the noon briefing today.  He, of course, is the director of the UN’s

     Population Division and he’s here to talk to you about world population in the year 2300, a date that none of us has to  worry about in our lifetime, although Joe probably will disagree with that.

           **Moscow Bombing

           The following statement is attributable to the spokesman regarding the bombing in Moscow today.

           “The Secretary-General was shocked to learn that the Russian Federation had been the victim of yet another act of terror, this time in Moscow, that resulted in the deaths of innocent civilians.  Terrorism can never be justified  under any circumstances whatsoever.  He sends his deepest condolences to the Government of the Russian Federation and to the families and friends of those who were so heartlessly killed.”

           **Sudan

           I have another statement here on the situation in Darfur, Sudan.

           “The Secretary-General is alarmed at the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian situation in the Darfur region of  Sudan and by reports of widespread abuses against civilians, including killings, rape and the burning and looting of entire villages.  Insecurity is also severely hampering humanitarian assistance efforts as many of the one million civilians affected by the conflict remain beyond the reach of relief workers.

           The Secretary-General calls on all parties to the conflict to take all possible measures to reduce the impact of  hostilities on civilians to the absolute minimum, including by granting humanitarian organizations safe and unimpeded access.  He strongly encourages all parties to join the peace talks in Darfur that are scheduled to resume tomorrow in Abeche, Chad and urges them to finalize an all-inclusive ceasefire without further delay and respect it.”

           **SG in Geneva

           In Geneva today, the Secretary-General told the opening ceremony of the World Electronic Forum that “the

     digital divide is not just digital; it reflects wide disparities in freedom, in wealth, in power, and ultimately in hope for a

     better future”.  He stressed the need for “an information society that is open and inclusive, in which knowledge

     empowers all people and serves the cause of improving the human condition”.  He added, “All over the developing

     world, as antennas and satellite dishes sprout across the landscape -- some of them placed there in defiance of the

     authorities –- we can see the immense thirst for connection.  Let us show that we are listening, and that we are going

     to help them fulfil their dreams.”

           The Secretary-General began the day by participating in a high-level dialogue co-chaired by Swiss President

     Pascal Couchepin and Klaus Schwab, the president of the World Economic Forum, on “Taking Responsibility in the

     Information Age.”  He then visited the new Inter-Parliamentary Union headquarters in Geneva before going to the Palais

     des Nations, where he gave end-of-the-year remarks to hundreds of UN staff members gathered in the Assembly Hall. 

     He discussed issues ranging from staff security and UN reform to the importance of addressing the so-called “soft

     targets” such as poverty and hunger, unsafe drinking water, environmental degradation and infectious disease.

           The Secretary-General then addressed the launch of the independent Global Commission on International

     Migration, saying, “Our approach to migration will be an important test of our commitment to universal values, and of

     our capacity, as an international community, to cooperate for mutual advantage”.

           The Secretary-General then had a brief tête-à-tête meeting with Swiss Foreign Minister Micheline Calmy-Rey. 

     Later in the day, he held a series of bilateral meetings, beginning with the President of Azerbaijan.  He is also

     scheduled to meet with the Presidents of Gabon and Rwanda.  This evening, he is to attend the Official Welcoming

     Ceremony of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), hosted by the Swiss President.

           **Security Council

           Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, today told the Security Council that we seem to be

     moving into a time where the challenges of protecting civilians in armed conflict are more complex.  The threats are

     constantly evolving, he said, and they include new weapons, new ways of conducting war and of inflicting violence, and

     new ways of deterring those who would keep the peace and provide assistance.

           In the Council’s open debate this morning on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, Egeland outlined

     eight challenges the world faces in protecting civilians.  These include access to affected populations; the security of

     humanitarian workers; the special needs of children; demobilization and disarmament; the challenge of sexual violence

     in armed conflict; justice and reconciliation; the needs of the displaced; and the problem of charges of sexual

     exploitation by UN-affiliated personnel.  He presented a ten-point plan for further action to help civilians, and proposed

     that the Security Council lead a process of consultation to identify gaps in protection.  We have copies of his remarks

     upstairs.

           The open debate is going on in the Council right now, and a Presidential Statement is expected at the end of today’s meeting.

           **Advisory Board on Iraq

           The International Advisory and Monitoring Board for Iraq met for the first time here at UN Headquarters, as you know, on Friday afternoon.  And we have a formal statement upstairs on the outcome of that meeting, at which the members chose the Secretary-General’s representative on the Board, UN Controller J.P. Halbwachs, as Chair for the first year.  The statement elaborates on six areas of discussion during Friday’s organizational meeting.

           **Larsen

           Terje Roed Larsen, the UN’s Middle East Envoy, is in Rome today where, starting tomorrow, he’ll attend a meeting of international donors to the Palestinian Authority.  High-level delegations from Israel and the Palestinian  Authority are also attending that meeting.  Roed Larsen is expected to deliver a statement during the open public session of the meeting tomorrow morning, and we’ll have copies of that statement for you.

           **Liberia

           The disarmament effort being conducted by the UN Mission in Liberia has had to deal with an influx of

     combatants at Camp Schieffelin that exceeds the camp’s capacity of 1,000 people.  At the same time, the Mission says, combatants have obstructed the disarmament process by firing their weapons and threatening the security of  people inside and outside the camp.  Because of this, the Mission held an emergency meeting today with the  commanders of the Liberian Government’s forces, and agreed that the number of combatants being taken in will be a maximum of 400 per day, from 9:00 in the morning till 4:30 in the afternoon.  All disarmed and demobilized combatants will receive an initial payment of $75, as a “safety net” allowance, starting today.  We have a press release with details.

           **Timor-Leste

           Earlier today, in Timor-Leste, a special panel of judges convicted a former militia member of crimes against humanity for the murder of two Timorese UN workers in September of 1999.  The judges sentenced Salvador Soares to  ten years and six months imprisonment for the killings.  At the time of the attack, the two workers, Ruben Barros and  Dominggos Pereira, were being specifically targeted in an attack conducted jointly by the Indonesian Army and the  Dadurus militia.  This is the second conviction by the special panels for the murder of East Timorese UNAMET staff  since trials began.  The panel is made up of two international judges and one Timorese judge.

           **Human Rights Day

           Human Rights Day will be observed around the world tomorrow and a number of special events will be held here at Headquarters.  The United Nations Prize in the Field of Human Rights will be awarded at the meeting of the General Assembly from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the General Assembly Hall.

           Two panels will also be held tomorrow.  The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand

     Ramcharan, will participate in an United Nations University panel discussion on the launch of the UN University book entitled The Globalisation of Human Rights, and that will take place in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium, from 10:00 to 12:30.  And then, from 3:00 to 6:00 in the afternoon, in Conference Room 2, the Office of the High  Commissioner for Human Rights will convene a high-level panel discussion entitled “Human Rights Ten Years After Vienna: Progress, Challenges and the Role of Key Institutions”.  And the HelloWorld Project will project human rights  messages on the north face of the Secretariat Building, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. tomorrow evening.

           **Chowdhury to chair Mauritius Meeting in 2004

           Secretary-General Kofi Annan has designated Anwarul Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High

     Representative for the Least Developed Countries, and Landlocked Developing Countries and the Small Island

     Developing States, as Secretary-General of the International Meeting for the ten-year review of the Barbados

     Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Small Island Developing States.  The ten-year review of  the Programme of Action will be conducted in Mauritius from 30 August to 4 September next year, 2004.  The last  review was held in Barbados in 1994.

           **Corruption

           The High-Level Conference to sign the UN Convention against Corruption began today in Merida, Mexico, and the Secretary-General hails the Convention for providing the tools to address corruption on a global scale.

           In a message delivered by UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell, the Secretary-General says, “We have come a long  way.  Until the early 1990s, corruption was hardly ever mentioned in official circles, although everybody knew it was  there”.  Now, he says, nations attending the signing conference are sending a clear message that the betrayal of  public trust will no longer be tolerated.  We have copies of the message upstairs.

           **Noon Guest

           And, finally, at tomorrow’s noon briefing, our guest will be Kieran Prendergast, the Under Secretary-General for  Political Affairs, and he’ll be here to brief you on the Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Iraq.  And we expect to have copies of that report available in my office in the course of tomorrow morning.

           That’s all I have for you.  Mark?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is it not possible for (inaudible) to brief us before noon so that Europeans can actually have the

     briefing before their deadlines, given the importance of the report on Iraq?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Let me raise that with him.  As far as I know, his programme for the  day is set.  We’ll have to see if there’s any flexibility in his programme and if he can do that.  We don’t always have to  think about the embargoing of the report.  Anyway, we’ll ask him.

           Question:  On another point, it’s becoming increasingly clear now (inaudible) by many members of the Iraqi Governing Council that under the Coalition Occupation they’re about to establish a special tribunal to try war crimes in Iraq.  Does the Secretary-General welcome this development?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights has been in touch  with the Coalition, the Coalition Authority, concerning the terms of reference of that tribunal and I would direct you to the High Commissioner’s office for the views that he conveyed to the CPA.  The Secretary-General is watching this closely and is also looking to see what the CPA’s reaction to the Acting High Commissioner’s comments is.

           Joseph, welcome to the briefing.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��Hindustan Times - Global warming threatens lake bursts in Nepal Sanjaya Dhakal�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Winter sports" ��Boston Globe - Winter sports threatened by warming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Winters" ��Los Angeles Times - Melting down; Concerns about overheated winters create unlikely alliance.


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Forum" ��The People Daily - UNEP holds forum on sustainable development�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��PANA - Poor water management in Africa undercuts development
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Xinhua - Sostiene PNUMA foro sobre desarrollo sostenible en China


El periodico mediterraneo.com - Del océano al acuario doméstico














Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

