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•
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Western Farm Press

Methyl bromide available to U.S. growers in 2005

Dec 9, 2004 9:15 AM

WATSONVILLE, Calif. — At The United Nations Environment Programme’s meeting of the Parties of the Montreal Protocol Nov. 22-26 in Prague, Czech Republic, an agreement was made on the amount of methyl bromide that will be available for U.S. growers in 2005. This decision provides California strawberry growers with a continued limited use of the fumigant for the 2005 season.

The California strawberry industry has been working to make a transition from the use of methyl bromide to alternative fumigants for over 13 years. While over one-third of the industry’s acreage is being fumigated with alternatives, Rodger Wasson, president of the Commission, says more time needs to be dedicated to ensure a safe, responsible and economically viable alternative.

"Methyl bromide is still an important and safe tool for growers," Wasson said. "Methyl bromide is a minimal contributor to the ozone problem and focusing only on methyl bromide keeps attention away from more harmful ozone depletors. Alternative fumigants are being used by a large part of the strawberry industry, but growers still need methyl bromide as part of a responsible and safe transition to these alternatives."

Methyl bromide, a soil fumigant, is used before planting. It eliminates the need to use more herbicides and pesticides on strawberry plants later in the season. Methyl bromide is injected 12 to 18 inches beneath the soil and is never sprayed over the soil. There are no residues remaining in the soil at planting time and there are no residues on food. Most methyl bromide in the environment comes from natural sources like oceans, and less than 3 percent of the man-made methyl bromide is attributed to agricultural uses. The efficiency of Methyl Bromide promotes high-yields that produce many strawberries, which helps stabilize an important industry that employs more than 80,000 Californians alone.

Jan. 1 deadline

The Montreal Protocol, a United Nations treaty, bans the use of methyl bromide in developed countries beyond Jan. 1, 2005. Yet under the treaty, producers in developing countries are able to continue using methyl bromide until at least 2015. The ban was created due to concerns about methyl bromide's possible contribution to ozone depletion after other substances had already been targeted.

The Critical Use Exemption process was a provision included in the treaty at its creation to allow industries and countries with critical needs the opportunity to continue using methyl bromide after the phase-out, until suitable alternatives were available.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Asia News
Pollution in Asia is chocking the planet

Agra (AsiaNews/Agencies) – A cloud of pollution in the skies across Asia is travelling across the Indian Ocean and is now threatening to make the entire planet a drier place, experts warned yesterday at a meeting in Agra (Uttar Pradesh). 

“There is a nexus between local air pollution and global climate change,” Mylvakanam Iyngararasan, senior programme specialist for the United Nations Environment Programme, told the annual ‘Better Air Quality’ conference. 

According to him, “research suggests that there will be a large drying-out effect from the air pollution we see now.” This is the result of “harmful chemicals, aerosols and other pollutants” whose impact is creating a large “cloud formation,” the researcher said. And for this reason, “India has experienced severe droughts in the last few years,” he added.

Atmospheric factors play an essential role in the global warming process. “Pollution from China”, Mr Iyngararasan warns, “can be blown in days to India or in a matter of weeks travel to Europe, so pollution really is a trans-border problem”.

Jitendra Shah, a senior environment engineer with the World Bank in Washington, said Asian countries must “do their bit to keep the neighbourhood clean. No country can build a giant air filter on its borders, so all countries have a responsibility to [keep] their own house in order to keep the neighbourhood clean”. 

Many studies show that there was a blanket of chemicals and dust from cars, aerosols and industrial smokestacks over South Asia. 

In 1998, Indian-born US scientist Veerabhadran Ramanathan used planes, ships, satellites and a team of 250 scientists from 15 countries to track a cloud of pollution dubbed the ‘Asian Brown Cloud’ that hung over the Indian Ocean. 

The cloud led to recriminations between the United States and developing countries. The discovery provoked denials from India which felt the country was being singled out as a culprit in global warming and pointed the finger instead to the Bush administration when the latter pulled out of the global Kyoto climate treaty. 

According to Mr Ramanathan Los Angeles, New Delhi, Bombay, Beijing and Cairo contribute the most to the worldwide circle of pollution. 

“Pollution is by no means restricted solely to the Asian region,” countered Indian scientist A.K. Singhal. “There is a haze over Los Angeles and a thick plume of pollution over most big North American cities,” he said. 

Elisea Gozum, former secretary of the Philippines Environment Department, said: “There is no way we can contain air between city boundaries, so we have to be concerned about the long-range transport of air pollutants in Asia which have serious climate change implications." 

About 500 delegates are attending the Agra meeting. On the list are political leaders, activists, members of NGOs and experts.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
meUNIVERSITY sponsors environmental workshop

 [Thursday, December 9, 2004 5:51:00 pm]  

 meUNIVERSITY, meBANK’s tailored banking package for university students, hosted an environmental workshop targeting 40 environmentally conscious university students from 11 universities around the UAE, co-hosted by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Emirates Diving Association (EDA), United Nations Environment Programme Youth Exchange (UNEP) and the Student Event Centre (SEC).

The environment is something we should all be more aware of and take on a responsibility. With this in mind, meUNIVERSITY has partnered with the Student Event Centre to organise the Nature Network workshop for university students. With the help of experienced speakers from the WWF, UNEP and EDA, students learned through interactive presentations about the conservation concerns affecting the UAE, after which they were encouraged proactively to participate and think about solutions to improve their environment. 

The main aim of the meUNIVERSITY workshop was to establish a network of student ‘nature clubs’ in UAE educational institutions. These clubs were encouraged to lead, generate and participate in environmental activities, with objectives to instil greater environmental awareness in all students at their institutions and provide a fun yet educational forum in which to develop solutions and ideas to improve the UAE environment.

Mr. Louis Scotto, General Manager Retail Banking Emirates Bank said: “The first meUNIVERSITY workshop targeting the environment, the first of many student workshops planned for the future, can be the start of a wonderful conservation initiative led fully by students. Not only will a workshop such as this increase awareness about the current environmental issues affecting the country, it will also encourage our young students to actively participate and set up Nature Clubs with the aim to increase awareness and to pro-actively work on solutions.” 

“meUNIVERSITY is the first student banking facility to become the initiator of student workshops tackling current topics such as the environment, and aims to provide a challenging opportunity for students to be productive and develop their own environmental protection solutions. meUNIVERSITY strives to make this the first of many such workshops dedicated specifically to students around the UAE.” Scotto continued.

Topics featured during the workshop included; ‘What are the conservation issues facing the UAE’, ‘Identifying UAE conservation priorities’, ‘How to address these conservation issues’ and ‘How to set up achievable goals for each of the nature clubs’.

meUNIVERSITY is a tailored package, from meBANK offering a selection of banking products, including a Student Current Account filled with benefits, Tuition Loans, Car Loans, and Credit Cards.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

New Delhi

UNEP says climate change posing serious challenges.

New Delhi | November 09, 2004 6:05:26 PM IST

The Executive Director of UNEP, Michel Jarraud, said on Tuesday that constant climate change was posing serious global challenges.

Speaking at the inauguration of the plenary session of an international conference, Michel Jarraud said climate change was threatening the eco-system.

"Today, climate change still poses a serious challenge to policy makers but concerns have shifted from recognition of tropical climate change. Indeed, policy makers are now requesting much more information on the implications of climate change. Actual climate change limits to adaptation and threaten the eco-system," he said. 

Countries worldwide are engrossed in the controversy leading to reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, a main contributor for global warming.

The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment report says the Arctic will lose 50-60 per cent of its ice distribution by 2100. In fact, one model predicts that the North Pole in summer will be completely ice-free by 2070. 

Projections made by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change estimates that if global greenhouse gas emissions double their pre-industrial levels, melting ice will raise sea levels between 10 and 90 cm in this century. 

The planet's temperature has risen by 0.6 degrees centigrade over the past 100 years. In the last 25 years, the rate of increase in temperature has become greater than it was in the last century. 

Rising sea-levels will flood low-lying countries like Bangladesh and the Maldives and threaten flood plains of rivers like the Nile, Mekong, Yangtze and the Indus. 

Mass migration could turn out to be a major problem. Climate refugees could spill over to countries like India and Australia, leading to grave psychological, political and financial problems. 

The United States, which is arguably the world's biggest air polluter, reiterated recently that it would not ratify the Kyoto protocol as it would hurt its economy.

The 1997 U.N. Kyoto Protocol on global warming aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the developed world by 2012 to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels. Many scientists say greenhouse gases might cause disastrous global warning.

Recent climate disasters around the world-from droughts in India and the United States to floods in Europe-have served as graphic harbingers of some of the expected consequences of global warming. (ANI)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Nobel Peace Prize Winner Maathai Answers Critics

NORWAY: December 10, 2004

OSLO - Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai dismissed critics on Thursday who say ecology has too little to do with peace to merit the award. She said most wars are fought over natural resources.

"It may be water, it may be firewood, it may be oil, it may be timber ... but it's mostly natural resources," Maathai told a news conference on the eve of collecting the prize.

Some researchers have accused the secretive Nobel committee of betraying a century-old focus on wider themes of war and conflict solving in making the award to Maathai, an environmentalist and the first African woman to win.

Maathai was honoured for her Green Belt Movement, which has planted 30 million trees in Africa.

The 64-year-old Kenyan deputy environmental minister said planting trees helped provide a source of firewood and building materials, as well as helping slow deforestation. And forests soak up rains and act as sponges to regulate the flow of rivers vital for agriculture.

She predicted the award would inspire global work to plant trees and to nurture democracy.

Maathai will collect the 10 million Swedish crowns ($1.48 million) prize at a ceremony in Oslo City Hall on Friday. The award also includes a gold medal and a diploma.

"With this prize I'm very happy because now ... I know that a lot of governments will work together with us to allow us to work with civil society ... for environmental protection and the promotion of democracy," she said.

ENVIRONMENT AND DEMOCRACY

"Now the whole world is listening," she said, adding that the award has brought a deluge of letters, e-mails and requests to explain her views about how planting trees can slow deforestation and aid democracy, peace and justice.

She said her movement, mainly led by rural women, was expanding across Africa and that it had already sought in the past to cooperate with badly deforested nations like Haiti in the Caribbean.

Brushing aside controversy about past comments that AIDS might have been created in a laboratory, Maathai called the disease "devastating" but declined to elaborate on her views.

Before the prize was announced in October, she was quoted in August as calling AIDS "a tool ... designed by some evil minded scientists".

The Nobel Institute distributed a statement dated Nov. 23 in which she said: "I neither say nor believe that the virus was developed by white people or white powers in order to destroy the African people."

"Such views are wicked and destructive," she added.

The statement added she felt confident scientists would work to disprove what she called "quite widespread" theories that "the tragedy could have been caused by biological experiments that failed terribly in a laboratory somewhere".

After a news conference at which she also fielded questions about Iraq, Burma, the US war on terror and the rights of indigenous peoples, she said:

"One of the problems you get (as a Nobel winner) is that you are asked about everything even when you don't know how to respond," she said.

Story by Alister Doyle

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters
Blair Said To Seek New Climate Pact With Bush

UK: December 10, 2004

LONDON - British Prime Minister Tony Blair is trying to involve the United States in a new international treaty on global warming, The Times newspaper said on Thursday.

It said Blair had held lengthy discussions with US President George W. Bush over a fresh initiative that would bypass Washington's opposition to the Kyoto Protocol, which seeks to curb climate change.

The United States has not signed up to the Kyoto pact, which will go into effect in February after Russia ratified it last month.

Blair has made the environment and Africa his two top issues for next year when Britain assumes the presidency of the G8 group of rich nations.

"It is being given the highest priority," a Downing Street source was quoted as saying. "There is an awful lot of work going on in the background on this."

Blair's spokesman later told reporters that discussions with Washington on climate change were no secret, and that the search was on for a consensus.

"We have always been involved in dialogue not only with the Americans but also with our European partners, with developed countries like Japan and also developing countries like China," he said.

"While we believe Kyoto is very important ... we also have to recognise that Kyoto by itself is not enough to tackle this issue. What we have to do is push forward on the technological front ... at the same time as not harming economic growth in the world," he added.

Environment pressure group Greenpeace said it welcomed any move to get America even to accept the reality of climate change.

"Too often we see Tony Blair standing side-by-side with Bush and not even mentioning what he has called the biggest threat we face," director Stephen Tindale said in a statement.

"On global warming Bush isn't with us, he's against us. It's time the Prime Minister spent some of the political capital he's amassed in Washington and demanded not just agreement on the science but huge cuts in US emissions," he added.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

CLIMATE CHANGE:

Deforestation Inflates Inventory of Gases in Brazil
Mario Osava 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec 9 (IPS) - Brazil is responsible for three percent of global emissions of greenhouse gases, and tropical deforestation is to blame for three-fourths of the country's emissions. 

That is the conclusion reached by Brazil's greenhouse gas emission inventory, released to the public this week by the Brazilian government ahead of its presentation Friday at the United Nations climate change conference (COP-10) running Dec. 6-17 in Buenos Aires. 

Emissions of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, grew five percent -- from 979 million to 1.03 billion tons -- between 1990 and 1994. 

In Brazil, the combustion of fossil fuels is the second-biggest source of greenhouse gases, which cause global warming.by trapping heat in the earth's atmosphere. But it accounts for just 23 percent of the total in this country, a much lower proportion than in other countries, especially the industrialised nations. 

Brazil has the advantage that the sources of much of its energy are renewable and clean, like hydropower and biomass, said Minister of Energy and Mines Dilma Rousseff, at the release of the inventory report. 

Deforestation in the Amazon jungle region, which has accelerated since the 1980s, is thus Brazil's Achilles' heel. 

The clearing and burning of rainforests releases enormous amounts of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, methane, ozone, and nitrous oxide into the atmosphere. Other countries that emit large amounts of carbon from tropical deforestation are Indonesia, Burma (Myanmar), Mexico and Thailand. 

Tropical deforestation also contributes to global warming by destroying one of the only ways the earth is able to absorb excess carbon and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which forests do through photosynthesis. For that reason, tropical rainforests are known as "carbon sinks". 

Curbing deforestation is one of the commitments of the government of leftist President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, which has implemented plans to combat illegal logging and develop the Amazon jungle region in a sustainable manner, said Environment Minister Marina Silva, a prominent environmental and social activist from Acre, an Amazon jungle state. 

According to Silva, the preliminary data indicates that the destruction of Amazon forests will level off this year, after increasing two percent in 2003 and 28 percent in 2002. Last year, 23,750 square kilometres of forests were cut down. 

Environmental organisations, however, question that assessment, and say there has actually been a sharp rise in deforestation, with 30,000 square kilometres (an area the size of Belgium) of forests destroyed this year. 

The Environment Ministry's final figures will be announced in March. 

Brazil will present its inventory at the Buenos Aires conference in compliance with the obligation shared by all party states to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change to present reports known as "national communications" on the steps they are taking or plan to undertake to implement the Convention. 

Although developing nations are not subject to greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets, they did assume commitments in articles 4.1 and 10 of the climate change convention, Rubens Born, executive director of the Brazilian non-governmental organisation Vitae Civilis, told IPS. 

Incorporating greenhouse gas prevention measures in government policies for sectors like energy, transportation and agriculture, preserving forests, and "at least slowing down the pace at which emissions are increasing" are tasks that must be taken up, especially in Brazil, because environmentalists expect the Lula administration to adopt a leadership role in this area, said the activist. 

Born formed part of a commission set up by the Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the Environment and Development, which sent a letter to President Lula a week ago demanding the public release of the inventory, the adoption of a national policy, and eight other government measures aimed at combating climate change. 

According to the Forum of NGOs, as the world's sixth-largest source of carbon dioxide emissions, Brazil shares a large part of the responsibility to tackle the problem. 

Besides carbon dioxide, this country of nearly 180 million people releases 13 million tons of methane and half a million tons of nitrous oxide. Stockbreeding and agriculture are responsible for 77 percent of the methane, which is also released into the atmosphere by garbage dumps. 

Some 700 experts from 150 government and non-governmental institutions, universities and business associations took part in drafting the inventory or national communication, said Minister of Science and Technology Eduardo Campos. 

As well as trying to prepare itself to deal with and mitigate the effects of climate change, Brazil is attempting to develop new technologies that would reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, said Campos, whose ministry coordinates the climate change debate and policies in Brazil. 

Campos and the minister of energy and mines, Rousseff, underlined that Brazil has already replaced a large part of fossil fuels, the world's biggest culprit in global warming, with ethanol or fuel alcohol. 

And starting next year, a blend containing two percent biodiesel, in diesel fuel or gasoil, will go on the market with the same aim. 

Brazil's programme to replace gasoline with fuel alcohol, which got underway in 1975, really began to take off last year thanks to increased sales of dual-fuel cars that run on gasoline, ethanol or a mix of the two. 

Last year, 48,178 bi-fuel vehicles were sold in Brazil, and more than five times that total have been sold so far this year, said Rousseff. (END/2004)
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Financial Times (London, England)

December 10, 2004 Friday 
HEADLINE: Climate treaty 'puts US growth at risk'

BYLINE: By FIONA HARVEY and CHRISTOPHER SWANN

BODY:


The gulf between the US and Europe on climate change yawned as wide as ever yesterday after Washington told an international conference that limiting carbon emissions in line with the Kyoto protocol on climate change would damage growth.

Harlan Watson, senior climate negotiator for the US State Department, told the meeting of signatories in Buenos Aires that the treaty's success would depend on "whether or not the Kyoto parties will be willing to take on what we believe would be non-growth economic policies".

This stands in direct opposition to the European Union, which will implement its scheme to limit industrial emissions of carbon dioxide in January, and the UK, which has taken a strong stand on climate change. 

Tony Blair has discussed climate change with President George W. Bush on several occasions, but has made little progress. Mr Blair's office yesterday confirmed that Kyoto remained the cornerstone of its approach: "We remain committed to Kyoto, and the need for a cohesive international (treaty)."

Paula Dobriansky, US under-secretary of state, told the Financial Times: "We think that we share a common commitment to dealing with climate change, but there are different approaches."

She outlined a number of initiatives the Bush administration had undertaken to combat climate change, including financing for the Earth Observation Summit, a system for monitoring changes in the global environment.

The US, which has refused to ratify the Kyoto protocol, spends Dollars 5bn (Euros 3.75bn, Pounds 2.58bn) a year on related science and technology projects, including work on "clean coal" and alternative fuels such as hydrogen.

"One of the areas we can collaborate on to make a difference is in science and modelling," she said.

Ms Dobriansky said this research would be vital for helping people adapt to the effects of climate change - the theme of this year's Kyoto protocol meeting.

But critics argue the best US response would be to join the United Nations-brokered protocol. Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute, said: "(The administration) has a pretty discouraging record, and we have not seen anything in the month since the election to suggest any change in direction."

The White House was yesterday mulling its response to a bipartisan report from the National Commission on Energy Policy, which recommended a mandatory system of tradeable permits to limit greenhouse emissions and a tightening of fuel efficiency standards for vehicles.

Even this option would fall far short of what would be involved in ratifying Kyoto.

"The US is the lone major emitter among developed nations that has not pledged to reduce greenhouse gases. The result is that Europe believes the US is willing to risk the health of the world for the sake of its economic hegemony," conceded Paul Bledsoe, director of strategy for the National Commission on Energy Policy. Additional reporting by Christopher Swann Editorial Comment, Page 18

LOAD-DATE: December 9, 2004 

Trees for Democracy

By WANGARI MAATHAI 
Published: December 10, 2004

WHEN I was growing up in Nyeri in central Kenya, there was no word for desert in my mother tongue, Kikuyu. Our land was fertile and forested. But today in Nyeri, as in much of Africa and the developing world, water sources have dried up, the soil is parched and unsuitable for growing food, and conflicts over land are common. So it should come as no surprise that I was inspired to plant trees to help meet the basic needs of rural women. As a member of the National Council of Women of Kenya in the early 1970's, I listened as women related what they wanted but did not have enough of: energy, clean drinking water and nutritious food. 

My response was to begin planting trees with them, to help heal the land and break the cycle of poverty. Trees stop soil erosion, leading to water conservation and increased rainfall. Trees provide fuel, material for building and fencing, fruits, fodder, shade and beauty. As household managers in rural and urban areas of the developing world, women are the first to encounter the effects of ecological stress. It forces them to walk farther to get wood for cooking and heating, to search for clean water and to find new sources of food as old ones disappear.

My idea evolved into the Green Belt Movement, made up of thousands of groups, primarily of women, who have planted 30 million trees across Kenya. The women are paid a small amount for each seedling they grow, giving them an income as well as improving their environment. The movement has spread to countries in East and Central Africa.

Through this work, I came to see that environmental degradation by poor communities was both a source of their problems and a symptom. Growing crops on steep mountain slopes leads to loss of topsoil and land deterioration. Similarly, deforestation causes rivers to dry up and rainfall patterns to shift, which, in turn, result in much lower crop yields and less land for grazing. 

In the 1970's and 1980's, as I was encouraging farmers to plant trees on their land, I also discovered that corrupt government agents were responsible for much of the deforestation by illegally selling off land and trees to well-connected developers. In the early 1990's, the livelihoods, the rights and even the lives of many Kenyans in the Rift Valley were lost when elements of President Daniel arap Moi's government encouraged ethnic communities to attack one another over land. Supporters of the ruling party got the land, while those in the pro-democracy movement were displaced. This was one of the government's ways of retaining power; if communities were kept busy fighting over land, they would have less opportunity to demand democracy. 

Land issues in Kenya are complex and easily exploited by politicians. Communities needed to understand and be sensitized about the history of land ownership and distribution in Kenya and Africa. We held seminars on human rights, governing and reducing conflict. 

In time, the Green Belt Movement became a leading advocate of reintroducing multiparty democracy and free and fair elections in Kenya. Through public education, political advocacy and protests, we also sought to protect open spaces and forests from unscrupulous developers, who were often working hand in hand with politicians, through public education, political advocacy and protests. Mr. Moi's government strongly opposed advocates for democracy and environmental rights; harassment, beatings, death threats and jail time followed, for me and for many others.

Fortunately, in 2002, Kenyans realized their dream and elected a democratic government. What we've learned in Kenya - the symbiotic relationship between the sustainable management of natural resources and democratic governance - is also relevant globally. 

Indeed, many local and international wars, like those in West and Central Africa and the Middle East, continue to be fought over resources. In the process, human rights, democracy and democratic space are denied.

I believe the Nobel Committee recognized the links between the environment, democracy and peace and sought to bring them to worldwide attention with the Peace Prize that I am accepting today. The committee, I believe, is seeking to encourage community efforts to restore the earth at a time when we face the ecological crises of deforestation, desertification, water scarcity and a lack of biological diversity. 

Unless we properly manage resources like forests, water, land, minerals and oil, we will not win the fight against poverty. And there will not be peace. Old conflicts will rage on and new resource wars will erupt unless we change the path we are on.

To celebrate this award, and the work it recognizes of those around the world, let me recall the words of Gandhi: My life is my message. Also, plant a tree. 

Wangari Maathai, the 2004 winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, is Kenya's assistant minister for environment and natural resources and the founder of the Green Belt Movement.
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____________________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 10 December 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

One billion children suffer from poverty, war, AIDS: UNICEF
Channel News Asia, Singapore, 10 December 2004 -LONDON : More than one billion children, half of the world's population of children, suffer from poverty, violent conflict and the scourge of AIDS, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said Thursday in its annual report.
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_world/view/121560/1/.html 


General Environment News

Water crisis looms as main reservoir shrinks 
Bangkok Post, 10 December 2004 (PRASIT TANGPRASERT) - Nakhon Ratchasima _ Water in the reservoir of Lam Takhong dam is critically low and will supply tap water for only five more months, a provincial official warned.
Komkrit Intaraksa, deputy mayor of the Nakhon Ratchasima municipality who oversees the waterworks office, said the reservoir's capacity is 310 million cubic metres, but now holds just 67 million cubic metres.
At least 22 million cubic metres of water must be kept in the reservoir at all times, which means the dam now has only about 40 million cubic metres for tap water production, he said.
The dam usually released one million cubic metres of water a day for tap water and agriculture. Now the volume of daily water supply was down to just 600,000 cubic metres.
The reservoir is the main source for tap water production for about 300,000 residents of Nakhon Ratchasima city.
If there was no rain at all until April next year, the dam would no longer be able to supply water for public use.
Mr Komkrit and provincial governor Pongpayome Wasaphuti yesterday examined water in the reservoir by air.
The governor said farmers would be asked not to grow second-season crops and plants needing a lot of water.
Pol Lt-Gen Adul Saengsingkaew, chief of Police Region 3, linked rising crime cases, particularly theft, to the water shortage problem.
More than 700,000 people in the eight provinces of the lower Northeast suffered from water shortages, which had damaged about 2.75 million rai of farm land, Pol Lt-Gen Adul said.
Farmers had complained their farm machines and vehicles had been stolen, he said. 

*********************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update – 10 December 2004

General Environment News

China to shut down some power stations

Xinhuanet 2004-12-10

China will examine all power station projects and shut down power plants that excessively burden resources and damage the environment. .

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-12/10/content_2316081.htm

China outlines ten programs for energy efficiency

People’s Daily 2004-12-09

According to the especial plan for medium-and-long-term energy conservation for the 11th five-year period (2006-10), China will set its focus of energy saving in the industrial sector, transportation and construction industries, as well as commercial and civil power use, said official with the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) recently. The plan was made according to China's potential in energy saving and its future energy demand. 

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200412/09/eng20041209_166706.html

Nation to tackle poisonous exotic species

Xinhuanet 2004-12-09

China's Ministry of Agriculture says the country is confronted with a growing threat from some 400 poisonous exotic species. The Ministry says China has become one of the countries suffering most from illegally imported poisonous species. China has established a research center to prevent such species' entering the country and evaluate the risk posed by poisonous exotic species.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-12/09/content_2311774.htm
____________________________________________________________________________________
UN  Daily News – 9 December 2004
In the headlines:

• 
US endorses Annan's work and refutes push for his resignation

• 
Sudan: UN envoy warns that fresh fighting imperils Darfur peace talks

• 
More than 5,000 candidates have registered for next month's Iraqi elections, UN says

• 
UN to help Palestinian Authority in polls to choose Arafat's successor

• 
Security Council committee urges greater effort on weapons of mass destruction

• 
Overspending on military short-changes children, UNICEF says
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US endorses Annan's work and refutes push for his resignation 

9 December - The United States Government gave unambiguous support today to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan after several days of attacks on him by a US senator and sections of the US news media over the UN's supervision of the Iraq Oil-for-Food programme. 

The US Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador John Danforth, told a news conference that he had repeatedly expressed his Government's position that the investigations of the programme by former US Federal Reserve chairman Paul Volcker and the US Congress should go forward, but this had been misunderstood as a US wish to force Mr. Annan to step down. 

Mr. Volcker heads an independent inquiry committee commissioned by Mr. Annan after allegations of corruption emerged. 

"It is important for us, the US, to clarify our position. We are not suggesting the resignation or pushing for the resignation of the Secretary-General," Mr. Danforth said, describing his statement as the consensus view of the Bush Administration. 

"We have worked well with him in the past. We anticipate working well with him in the future for time to come," he said, adding, "No one has cast doubt on the personal integrity of the Secretary-General. No one. And we certainly don't." 

Under UN Security Council supervision, the 1991-2003 Oil-for-Food programme allowed President Saddam Hussein, now ousted, to use part of Iraq's oil revenues for humanitarian relief while the country was under sanctions for Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Allegations arose that Mr. Saddam was able to skim large sums of money from the programme and may have bribed officials in several countries. 

After Mr. Annan got a standing ovation yesterday from the 191-member General Assembly, it was interpreted by GA President, Jean Ping of Gabon, as an expression of confidence in his work as the head of the world body. His term ends at the end of 2006. 

The US Ambassador told the news conference that the United States was joining the governments that have already expressed confidence in Mr. Annan. Over 130 countries, including the members of the European and African Unions, have voiced their support for the Secretary-General. 

Mr. Danforth said Mr. Annan still had important work to do, including lending the UN's assistance with the Iraqi and Palestinian elections, as well as with the conflicts in Sudan. He said Mr. Annan's presence at UN Security Council meetings last month in Nairobi, Kenya, had been helpful. 

He also emphasized the importance of Mr. Volcker's investigation, saying its completion was the only way to lift a cloud from the UN and let the sunlight in. 

Sudan: UN envoy warns that fresh fighting imperils Darfur peace talks 

9 December - On the eve of the a new phase of peace talks to resolve the conflict in war-torn Darfur, the senior United Nations envoy for Sudan warned today that they will fail unless Khartoum and rebel groups show restraint, voicing particular concern about a Government attack that has led to a fresh outbreak of fighting. 

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan, said in a statement that the latest series of violent clashes breached both the agreed ceasefire and promises by both sides on humanitarian and security issues. 

Negotiations sponsored by the African Union (AU) are due to resume tomorrow in Abuja, the Nigerian capital, in a bid to stop the 22-month conflict between Khartoum and two Darfur rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM). 

Mr. Pronk said he was especially concerned that Sudanese military forces had moved to clear what he called "lawless elements" from the roads around El Fasher, the provincial capital of North Darfur, without following recommendations from the UN and the AU to make sure their actions complied with earlier agreements signed by Khartoum. 

The envoy said the military action led to a fresh eruption of fighting yesterday, when Government forces clashed with members of the SLM/A in the town of Thabit, about 50 kilometres southwest of El Fasher. 

The UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said there were unconfirmed reports that Government helicopter gunships had bombed the area, as well as a separate village located 70 kilometres southeast of El Fasher. There is no information yet on the number of casualties. 

AU ceasefire monitors also told UNAMIS that there has been renewed fighting between Government forces and members of both the SLA and JEM in South Darfur, about 50 kilometres southeast of the provincial capital Nyala. 

The recent escalation of fighting prompted Secretary-General Kofi Annan to warn in his latest report on Darfur that chaos was looming as order is collapsing there. The conflict began in February 2003 when rebels took up arms in a protest over the distribution of economic resources in an impoverished region the size of France. 

More than 1.8 million people have been displaced by the conflict or forced to live as refugees in neighbouring Chad, and a commission of inquiry sponsored by the UN is investigating whether genocide has occurred there. 

Mr. Pronk said he hoped the talks starting tomorrow will produce a declaration of principles between the Government and the rebels that will allow them to start full political negotiations. 

More than 5,000 candidates have registered for next month's Iraqi elections, UN says 

9 December - Iraq's national elections, scheduled to take place at the end of next month, are on track, with more than 5,000 candidates registered from over 200 political parties, United Nations spokesman Fred Eckhard said today. 

The term of the country's independent electoral commission, which the UN has been advising, has been extended until next Wednesday - the same date as the registration deadline for candidates. 

"So far, some 241 entities - comprising more than 5,000 candidates - have registered. None have been rejected," Mr. Eckhard said. 

Some 6,000 Iraqi electoral workers have been trained either "at locations outside of Iraq" or by following courses the UN developed and provided for them, and 85 per cent of the registration centres were operating. 

Nineteen UN electoral staff members are in the country, concentrated in Baghdad's international zone, but the number is expected to rise to 25, according to Mr. Eckhard. Since the fatal bombing of the UN's Baghdad facilities in August of last year, the ceiling for UN international staff has been 59. 

Mr. Eckhard has stressed that it is up to the Iraqi authorities, not the UN, to decide whether they feel they can hold elections in the country's security environment. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan met the US Ambassador to Iraq, John Negroponte, at UN Headquarters today and the ambassador "was very complimentary of the United Nations' work in helping the Iraqi authorities prepare for the elections," the Spokesman's office said. 

"The Secretary-General reiterated the United Nations' readiness to assist the Iraqi people, not just with preparations for elections, but with the other tasks assigned to it by the Security Council." 

UN to help Palestinian Authority in polls to choose Arafat's successor 

9 December - UN electoral personnel are to open two offices in the occupied Palestinian territories to help organize next month's presidential elections for a successor to Yasser Arafat, who died in November, it was announced today. 

The world body has been asked by the Palestinian Authority to coordinate the hundreds of international observers who are expected to participate in the process, and it will open offices in Ramallah and Gaza to certify and accredit organizations that want to observe the elections, spokesman Fred Eckhard said. 

The UN will draft a code of conduct for these organizations, which will issue their own separate statements based on their observation. Since the UN is heavily involved in the organization of the presidential ballot, it will not be acting as an observer. 

The senior international advisor to the Palestinian Central Electoral Commission is UN electoral expert Pascal Soto, who has worked in various capacities in the electoral field for over a decade. Among those countries he has assisted - both through the UN and with other organizations - are South Africa, Mexico, Palestine, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liberia, Western Sahara, East Timor, Haiti, Yemen, Peru, the Solomon Islands, Comoros, Côte d'Ivoire, Niger and Mali. 

Security Council committee urges greater effort on weapons of mass destruction 

9 December - Seven months after the Security Council set up a committee to help implement a resolution that aims to prevent "the ultimate nightmare" - weapons of mass destruction (WMD) falling into the hands of terrorists and dealers on the black market - only 86 countries have submitted their first reports explaining what they have done or plan to do to meet the requirements set out in the measure. 

Committee Chairman Ambassador Mihnea Ioan Motoc of Romania told the Council today that he has sent two notes to the relevant Member States reminding of their requirements since the Council adopted the resolution on 28 April. 

That resolution aims to prevent WMD being acquired, manufactured or used by "non-State actors," such as terrorists and dealers on the black market. Nations are obliged to make sure they have effective laws prohibiting the practices and the means to enforce such laws. 

Mr. Motoc said the committee had recently started examining the reports from Member States after spending its first months becoming fully operational. 

During an open debate in the Council, speakers from 12 nations stressed the urgency and importance of the committee's work. Emyr Jones Parry, Ambassador of the United Kingdom, said the prospect that WMD might reach the hands of terrorists was "the ultimate nightmare." 

Overspending on military short-changes children, UNICEF says 

9 December - More than half the world's 2.2 billion children are being deprived of maximum mental and physical health because some governments have chosen policies that intensify the impact of poverty, war and HIV/AIDS and reduce the chances of halving extreme poverty by 2015, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) chief says in a report issued today. 

"Too many governments are making informed, deliberate choices that actually hurt childhood. Poverty doesn't come from nowhere; war doesn't emerge from nothing, AIDS doesn't spread by choice of its own. These are our choices," UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in London as she launched the State of the World's Children 2005: Childhood under Threat. 

"When half the world's children are growing up hungry and unhealthy, when schools have become targets and whole villages are being emptied by AIDS, we've failed to deliver on the promise of childhood," she added. 

These official choices minimize the chances of achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), agreed on at a UN summit in 2000 and designed to reduce extreme poverty by 50 per cent by 2015, she said. 

"Estimated annual cost required to meet the Millennium Development Goals by 2015: $40 billion-$70 billion. World military spending in 2003: $956 billion," the 10th annual report says, by way of illustration. 

Through analyses and statistics the report examines three of the worst factors reducing the chances for a satisfying childhood: poverty, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and the 55 civil wars and four international wars fought between 1999 and last year. 

"For hundreds of millions of children, the promise of childhood laid down in the Convention on the Rights of the Child already appears broken," the report asserts. They do not inherit their right to a childhood of love, care and protection in a family environment, encouraged to reach their full potential." 

The gross national income (GNI) per person in 2004 was $496 in sub-Saharan Africa and $511 in South Asia, compared to $1,426 in East Asia and the Pacific, $1,465 in the Middle East and North Africa, $3,311 in Latin America and the Caribbean, $2,036 in the countries in transition, and $28,337 in the industrialized countries. 

The HIV prevalence rate ranged from 7.5 percent in sub-Saharan Africa, with 12 million of the world's 15 million AIDS orphans, through 1.1 per cent prevalence in all developing countries, to 0.4 per cent in the industrialized countries, according to the report. 

While the world's life expectancy increased to 63 years from 56 years, the life expectancy in 18 sub-Saharan African countries dropped, it says. 

"It does not have to be this way. We have an unparalleled opportunity to fulfil the rights of children," UNICEF says. 

UN marks anti-corruption day with plan to recover stolen funds for Nigeria, Kenya 

9 December - On the first anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Convention against Corruption, the UN anti-crime office said it would help two developing countries recover whatever amounts were exported of the nearly $11 billion looted from both governments. 

In the 1990s, corrupt local officials stole $7.7 billion from oil-rich Nigeria, of which at least $2.2 was exported, and more than $3 billion from Kenya, according to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 

Corruption and the transfer of illicit funds have been a major factor in the flight of capital from Africa, with more than $400 billion having been stolen and hidden in foreign countries and around $100 billion of the total to have come from Nigeria alone, UNODC has estimated. 

"The recovery of stolen assets is one of the most promising and concrete aspects of the fight against corruption," UNODC chief Antonio Maria Costa told journalists at the UN complex in Vienna, Austria, on what is also the first International Anti-Corruption Day, marking the Convention's signing conference in Mérida, Mexico. 

So far 114 countries have signed the Convention and 13 have ratified it. It will enter into force when 30 countries have amended their laws according to its requirements. UNODC offers technical assistance for upgrading national legal systems. 

"Even before the Convention enters into force, it allows us to help countries to retrieve monies plundered from their national treasuries. These nations urgently need funds for development," Mr. Costa, flanked by Kenyan Ambassador Julius Kiplagat Kandie and Nigerian Ambassador Biodun Owoseni, said. 

The Convention binds UN Member States to criminalize corrupt practices, including money laundering, help one another determine money trails, seize and freeze illicit funds, deny safe haven to corrupt officials, and, as a "fundamental principle," return stolen funds to their rightful owners. 

UNODC said it would assess the two countries' legal and institutional frameworks and recommend measures to facilitate the return of any recovered assets. 

Top sports officials resolve most remaining issues for UN anti-doping treaty 

9 December - Top sports officials from 89 countries have resolved most of the remaining questions for a preliminary international convention against doping to be submitted for adoption by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in October. 

“The state of progress of the drafting of the convention and the political will demonstrated by Member States help us nurture the hope that this new legal instrument may be ratified in time for the Winter Olympics of 2006 in Turin, Italy, although this is an extremely tight deadline,” UNESCO Assistant Director-General Françoise Rivière said yesterday at the end of the ministerial meeting in Athens, Greece. 

“More than a repressive instrument, this text will give education and information the prominence they deserve… about the ill-effects of doping in both physical and ethical terms.” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura told the opening session of the Fourth International Conference of Ministers and Senior Officials Responsible for Sport and Physical Education (MINEPS IV). 

The three-day meeting, which brought together some 270 representatives from 89 countries, among them 40 ministers, adopted the Athens Declaration undertaking to “implement coherent policies and take specific measures for the development of physical education.” 

The consensus reached on most of the remaining questions for the Draft International Convention Against Doping in Sport should enable experts meeting in Paris in January to finalize the preliminary text for adoption by the 33rd session of UNESCO’s General Conference in October, the agency said. 

“Urgency and determination to take action were the two overriding sentiments that marked the debates at MINEPS IV, whether on the quality of physical education and the practice of sport, or the reaffirmation of ladies’ participation, and the need to combat doping,” Ms. Rivière said. 

The idea of the new legal instrument was launched during a ministerial round-table meeting at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in January, 2003, bringing together 360 participants from 103 countries. 

UN forecasts record world cereal production for 2004 

9 December - In a further positive development for global food security, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today again raised its forecast for this year’s world cereal production, this by 55 million tons to a record 2.04 billion tons. 

“With this level of production, even after an expected increase in world cereal consumption in 2004-2005, a significant surplus is forecast for the first time since 1999/2000,” the agency said in the December issue of its Food Outlook, calling it a “positive aspect” following a drop during the last four years. 

In September FAO had forecast production at 1.985 billion tons, 29 million tons more than the June prediction. 

Much of the increase stems from the exceptional maize harvest in the United States and a much larger wheat crop in Europe than had been expected. 
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9 December 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**Iraqi Elections
We have some unfinished business from yesterday.

I was asked about the Iraqi elections, and we’re still waiting for an update on that.  I hope to have it by the end of this briefing.

**Palestinian Elections
I was also asked about the Palestinian elections, and I can say that, as part of our effort to keep you updated on our involvement in the Palestinian Presidential elections, I wanted to let you know that the UN electoral personnel will be opening two offices, one in Ramallah and one in Gaza.

We’ve been asked by the Palestinian Authority to coordinate the hundreds of international observers who are expected to participate in this process.  The UN will certify and accredit organizations that want to observe the elections and will also draft a code of conduct for them.

Each of these organizations will issue their own separate statements based on their observation.  Since the UN is heavily involved in the organization of the presidential ballot, we will not be acting as observers.  The senior international advisor to the Palestinian Central Electoral Commission is the UN electoral expert, Pascal Soto.

**Sudan
On the Sudan, we continue to receive reports of fighting in Darfur.  The UN mission says that, according to the African Union, fighting took place between Government forces and the rebel Sudan Liberation Movement/Army yesterday in the town of Thabit, 50 kilometres south-west of El Fasher in north Darfur.  The mission says unconfirmed reports indicate that Government helicopter gunships bombed the area.  No information is available yet on casualties.

Also yesterday, there were unconfirmed reports that Government helicopters attacked a village located 70 kilometres south-east of El Fasher.  Meanwhile, UNICEF reports that the population in villages around Tawilla, which has previously been the scene of fighting, is scared of new attacks and is ready to leave at any time.

In South Darfur, the UN Mission says, the African Union confirmed renewed fighting between Government forces and the rebel SLA and Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) that took place yesterday in two villages 50 kilometres south-east of Nyala.  No further information is available.

The Secretary-General, in his latest report on the Sudan that is out as a document today, warns that chaos is looming as order is collapsing in Darfur.  He calls on the parties to abide by their commitments, by urgently providing the African Union with information on the exact location of their troops and by exercising full control over those troops, to put an end to civilian suffering.

**Iraqi Elections
I do have that item on the Iraqi elections now.  You’ve been asking me for updates on the Iraqi elections, in which we serve as advisors, only advisors, to the independent electoral commission for Iraq.  As far as the technical preparations for the balloting are concerned, we are on track, albeit with a tight calendar.

The UN is continuing with its training of Iraqi electoral workers at locations outside of Iraq.  And as I mentioned to you yesterday, some 6,000 Iraqis have now been either directly trained by the UN or have followed courses developed by us.  The electoral commission has extended until 15 December the registration deadline for political entities.  So far, some 241 political entities – comprising more than 5,000 candidates –- have registered. None have been rejected.

As far as our own staffing is concerned, there are 19 UN electoral staffers currently in Iraq, with more on the way.  There are also eight other international electoral experts, not from the UN, but working under our coordination.

The process of voter registration is continuing in a systematic fashion, with a few disruptions attributed to the precarious security environment. Eighty-five per cent of the registration centres are up and running.

**Security Council
The Security Council, held an open meeting this morning on the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  Briefing the Council was Romanian Ambassador Mihnea Motoc in his capacity as Chairman of the so-called 1540 Committee.

The Committee was established by Security Council resolution 1540 by which it decided that all States shall refrain from supporting by any means non-State actors that attempt to acquire, use or transfer nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their delivery systems.

**Côte d’Ivoire
On Côte d’Ivoire, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Albert Tevoedjre, has left Abidjan for New York to attend scheduled Security Council consultations on the situation in that country on Monday.  The Special Representative travelled yesterday to Bouaké where he met the Secretary-General of Forces Nouvelles, Guillaume Soro.  They had a broad exchange of views on the current situation, including legislative reform and the disarmament of combatants.

**UNICEF Report
From UNICEF, childhood is a brutal experience for half the world's children, with crucial years being destroyed by poverty, conflict, and AIDS, according to UNICEF’s tenth annual report on the State of the World’s Children.  The report –- entitled “Childhood Under Threat” -– was launched today in London by UNICEF’s Executive Director, Carol Bellamy.

The report also notes that 640 million children do not have adequate shelter, 400 million have no means of getting safe water, and 270 million don’t have access to health care services.  We have a press release on that in my office.

**UNODC –- Corruption
Today is the first anniversary of the signing conference of the UN Convention against Corruption.  To mark the occasion, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime launched a new initiative aimed at assisting the Governments of Kenya and Nigeria to recover assets stolen by corrupt officials.  The project involves technical assistance, which will help those countries’ legal institutions overcome obstacles to recovering assets.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**UNESCO –- Doping Treaty
UNESCO reports that top sports officials from 89 countries have reaffirmed the will to overcome the last remaining differences over a draft international convention against doping in sport.  The officials had been meeting in Athens, at an international conference on sports which ended today, and the finalized draft convention is to be submitted for adoption by UNESCO in 2005.

UNESCO says that progress made in the drafting –- and the political will of Member States backing it –- gives hope that this new legal instrument could even be ratified in time for the Winter Olympics of 2006 in Turin, Italy.  And there is more in a press release on that upstairs.

**Human Rights Day
Tomorrow is Human Rights Day, and the General Assembly will use the occasion to proclaim a World Program for Human Rights Education.  The Assembly is devoting a plenary session to mark the end of the UN Decade for Human Rights. Also tomorrow, there’ll be two panel discussions on human rights, at 1:15 p.m. and then at 3 o’clock, both of those in Conference Room One.

Meanwhile, in the Visitor’s Lobby, we have a new exhibit, “Lest We Forget: The Triumph over Slavery,” to mark the International Year to Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery and its Abolition.

**Iraq –- Compensation
Today in Geneva the UN Compensation Commission for Iraq concluded its fifty-fourth session.  The Commission’s governing Council approved a new batch of awards for compensation.

As you know the Commission was established by the Council in 1991 to process claims and pay compensation for losses resulting from Iraq's invasion and occupation of Kuwait.  Its governing council is made up of all 15 members of the Security Council and is presided over by the Permanent Representative of Germany to the UN Offices in Geneva, Michael Steiner.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow
Press conferences tomorrow.  Following the noon briefing, the Mission of Slovenia will be hosting a press conference to present a global appeal by world leaders on human rights learning towards peace, development and human security.  Speakers will include Shulamith Koenig, recipient of the 2003 UN Award for outstanding achievement in the field of human rights, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Danilo Turk, and Minar Pimple of the People’s Movement for Human Rights Learning.

At 4:45, a group of African Ambassadors led by Ambassador Roble Olhaye of Djibouti will hold a press conference in this room following their meeting with the Secretary-General.

**Press Conferences Today
And two press conferences for today:  At 12:30, the President of the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, will be here to brief you on the work of the General Assembly with regard to the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.

And then at 1 o’clock, Ambassador Oswaldo de Rivero of Peru will hold a press conference to present his book “The Myth of Development”.

That’s all I have.  Yes, sir?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, is Ambassador Negroponte going to speak to the press as he leaves the building?

Spokesman:  I am not aware.  He is meeting with the Secretary-General. He’s free to stop at the stakeout on his way out, but we haven’t been given any information about his intention.  Yes, Linda?

Question:  Fred, now that Negroponte, as well as Mr. Qazi, have met with the Secretary-General at separate meetings, ostensibly it’s about the upcoming elections in Iraq, could you give us any further information?

Spokesman:  No.  We can always try to get a read out for you.  Our read outs are not very fulfilling, as you are aware.  But, we’ll do our best.

Question:  And just one little follow-up.  You said that there were 19 UN electoral staffers now in Iraq; is the lid still 59?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  For UN workers?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  But you said more electoral workers would be on their way.  Can you shed some light on that?

Spokesman:  I think we’ve been saying for some time that we’re looking to get the number up to 25, which we feel is the minimum that we need to carry out the work we’ve undertaken there.  Lee?

Question:  Is Danforth still planning to speak to us at the stakeout?

Spokesman:  You have to ask the U.S. Mission.  They did ask us to announce that he would be going to the stakeout microphone.  And then we announced a delay.  But I really don’t know what their intention is, or the timing issue.  You’ll have to ask them.  Jonathan? 

Question:  From what you were saying about the helicopter bombings and what not in Sudan, it’s starting to look pretty bad.  Does the SG have a new initiative in the works or something to put an end to this?

Spokesman:  I don’t know what can be done.  You’ve heard members of the Security Council say that they’ve tried everything from carrots to sticks in Sudan without much result.  The Secretary-General’s belief for a long time has been, if they can secure an agreement between north and south, in other words complete the Naivasha peace talks, that would give momentum to the peace talks on Darfur.  But, as you see from the reports in the news accounts, the situation in the ground just gets worse and worse.  Massoud?

Question:  Fred, the situation in Iraq continues to be bad.  Is there anything you can say, latest thoughts about the Iraq situation?  Is there a change?  Anything visible has changed?

Spokesman:  I don’t know what you would like us to say.  We don’t have a substantial number of staff there.  Those who are there are in Baghdad, within the green zone for the most part, and we really aren’t in a position to comment on the security situation in the country as a whole.

Question:  I just wanted to ask, the electoral list -- I mean the list of voters, so to speak -- how are you voting to determine who are the voters?  Is it the same formula like we (Inaudible)…will be allowed to vote?

Spokesman:  They have been… (Interrupted).

Question:  Have they prepared the list?

Spokesman:  All… (Interrupted).

Question:  Have they prepared any list?

Spokesman:  All of this was laid out in the Iraqi electoral law and they have largely based themselves on the ration card system set up by the UN for the distribution of food and other supplies, which reached virtually every Iraqi family.  If you check with our office after this briefing, we can give you more specific detail.

Question:  I have one more question.  The Iraq Compensation Commission; do you have a list of nations or entities which have been compensated or we’ll get the list later on?

Spokesman:  I think they have been producing lists of the specific compensation awards that they have given out.  So, check with my office afterwards to see if we can get that for you.  Jonathan?

Question:  Let me ask you a question about the petition that was circulated within the UN calling for support for the Secretary-General.  We’re a little confused back at our station as to who was responsible for sending out that petition.  We were told at one point that it was just a concerned staffer.  But we’re learning that it actually came from Kofi’s office itself.  Can you explain what exactly transpired there?  And also, why did that petition only give the option of saying “Yes” to supporting this SG, as opposed to giving people a real option to say “Yes” or “No” why they support… (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  I can’t speak for the people who organized that petition.  I frankly don’t know the circumstances under which it was started.  I am told that something like 50 to 70 staff members got together to request that their petition be put on the web site.  And there may have been among those 50 or 70, someone who is on the Secretary-General’s staff.

I believe that Georg Kell, who heads the office that deals with the Global Compact, and is therefore on the Secretary-General’s staff, was among the prime movers.  We didn’t know about that until after it had happened.  So, I think I would argue rather strongly that the Secretary-General’s office, as an office, had nothing to do with starting this petition.  It was the initiative of a group of people, one whom happened to be on the Secretary-General’s staff, Georg Kell.  Yes, sir? 

Question:  Can you tell us as much as you can about the staff meeting with the Secretary-General yesterday?  What did the Secretary-General say and what does he plan to do?

Spokesman:  I don’t want to go into much detail there.  The exchange seemed to be, I would characterise it as “respectful”.  I think the Secretary-General acknowledged that more contact with the staff and the Staff Council is desirable.  He indicated that there have been problems in the past between the Staff Council leaders and some of the management leadership who meets with him regularly.  And he encouraged them to resolve those problems as he seeks ways to meet more actively with them.

They focused, apart from the communications issues -- and I really think I should leave them to speak for themselves -- but one of the things that struck us was that they were very critical of the new promotion and placement system in the UN, which switches primary responsibility more to the manager and eliminated a lot of the cumbersome and time-consuming review processes involving staff committees and so on, which they felt tipped too far the other way.

So, the head of personnel was at that meeting, I believe.  At least the head of management was, Catherine Bertini.  And I assume we would have further conversations with them about the new personnel system.  I think a good beginning to try to revive and re-invigorate our exchanges with the staff generally, and with the Staff Council in particular.

Let me take Mohamed.

Question:  Fred, as a result of the destruction of the telecommunication system in Iraq, how can your electoral experts apply and coordinate any electoral classes in Iraq?

Spokesman:  Well, the electoral work in Iraq is being carried out by the Independent Electoral Commission.  So, the advice we are providing is primarily to that body directly.  You would have to ask them what logistical problems they might be facing in organizing elections.  But I don’t think that detracts from what I said earlier that, in our view, the technical preparations for the elections are on track.  David?

Question:  Fred, I understand because of the timing this might sound a little hypothetical but it wasn’t intended.  But how highly would the UN and the Secretary-General value any sort of voice of confidence in the Secretary-General by the United States, if it was expressed?

Spokesman:  Well, the United States has not officially expressed a lack of confidence.  Those expressions have come from some members of Congress and some media in the United States.  I think any Secretary-General needs the full confidence of all the Members, and in particular the five Permanent Members of the Security Council.  He has always felt that, despite this rocky period we’ve been through most recently, that he’s had a good working relationship with the U.S. administration and he hopes to continue to do so.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Fred, the press conference to be given tomorrow by the four African Ambassadors; what is the subject matter?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  Just check with me afterwards, I’ll try to get that for you.  There was someone else?  Linda?

Question:  Fred, has the SG been in regular contact these days with Secretary of State Powell?  And would you characterize the continued relationship with the U.S. as business as usual, or has there been some kind of shift on the working level?

Spokesman:  No, I would say...  Well, first of all, specifically on contacts with Secretary of State Powell, I think there has been maybe one phone call in the last week.  And a phone call a week is probably about average.  So, I don’t think there has been any noticeable change in our relations with the principal figures in the administration that we normally deal with.

Are we done?  Okay, then Djibril, do we want to bring up your boss? 




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Western Farm Press -  Methyl bromide available to U.S. growers in 2005


Asia News - Pollution in Asia is chocking the planet


meUNIVERSITY sponsors environmental workshop


New Delhi - UNEP says climate change posing serious challenges
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