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Governments pledging to take further action on environment 

      BODY: 

      NAIROBI, Feb. 7 (Xinhua) -- More than 100 environment ministers in the world wrapped up their five-day  meeting in the Kenyan capital, pledging to take further action to tackle environment degradation on the

      earth planet. 

      The ministers attending the UN Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council meeting and the 4th

      Global Ministerial Environment Forum agreed that last year's Johannesburg Earth Summit had mapped out ablueprint for the sustainable development of the world and it is time to implement it in serious manner. They

      also pledged to back Africa's economic rescue plan, New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD),

      which lists environment degradation as one of the major stumbling block to the continent's sustainable

      development. 

      During the meeting, UNEP presented assessment reports on the environment of Afghanistan and the

      Occupied Palestinian Territories, and governments agreed that action should be taken immediately to tackle

      the worsening environment situation in the regions. 

      Another hot topic of the meeting is the changing of the current consumption and production pattern, with

      both developed and developing countries agreeing that such pattern must be changed, but they still differ

      on how this could be realized. 

      The issue of mercury pollution also caught the attention of ministers with launching of Global Mercury

      Assessment report by UNEP, and they agree that such issue should be addressed seriously. 

      "The achievements of the meeting is more than rich," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, adding  that the agreements reached at the meeting will enable his agency to work more effectively in the coming  years.

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UN hails Mid East peace 'milestone'
               West Bank: Population pressures take their toll

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent in Nairobi 

               The UN has persuaded both Israelis and Palestinians to work together on solving environmental problems in the occupied territories. 

               A senior UN official says the agreement is a "milestone"  for the UN Environment Programme (Unep). 

               It could, he believes, be a  first step towards a peace settlement. 

               It gives Unep a unique role as an intermediary between  the two sides. 

               Unep's governing council, at the end of a five-day meeting here, agreed unanimously a resolution               welcoming a report published by the organisation's  Post-Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU). 

               Water resources 

               The resolution asks Unep's executive director, Dr Klaus Toepfer, to implement the report's 136               recommendations. 

               And in a key section, it asks him "to make Unep available to act as a  facilitator, and also an

               impartial moderator when  requested by both parties."

               The 188-page report, Desk Study On The Environment In The Occupied Palestinian Territories, was

               compiled by the unit after a visit to Israel, the West  Bank and Gaza in October 2002. 

               The team chairman, Pekka  Haavisto, said they had  found "cause for alarm in  relation to the quality of               the drinking water and quantity extracted, as well as the contamination of  the aquifers from wastewater, landfills and  hazardous waste". 

               Building confidence 

               Mr Haavisto told BBC News Online: "This is our report, but both sides can live with it, though there are many things that each of them would put otherwise. 

               "It's taken four days of intensive negotiations here to find a formula both of them would accept. Every word, every comma counts - there was a lot of suspicion. 

               "But in the end it's been accepted as a package, with no picking or choosing. The very fact we've got this               milestone agreement is encouraging. 

               "And asking Unep to be a mediator is a first for us - we're not going in after a conflict has finished, as we               always have done, but while it's still going on. 

               "This is only the first step on the way to using environmental cooperation to build confidence. But  we're on our way. 

               "The environment will be part of a peace package, and this could be a start towards a peace policy." 

               Climate change 

               Problem areas covered in the report include water, solid and hazardous waste, land use and the way it is

               changing, threats to wild species and their habitats, and  environmental governance. 

               It says: "The alarming, conflict-related environmental problems are adding to existing  pressures, which include  population pressures coupled with scarcity of land, weak environmental infrastructure, inadequate             resources for environmental management, and global environmental trends such as desertification and climate change." 

               Dr Toepfer, who himself visited Israel and the occupied territories in July 2002, said: "I left with a               feeling of compassion and deep sympathy for the plight and suffering of the Palestinians and the sense  of insecurity felt by the Israelis. 

               "The peaceful end of the occupation and cessation of all violence must be the ultimate objective. 

               "It has been the clear assessment of governments from across the world that the environmental situation in the occupied Palestinian territories is real cause for concern." 

               Focus on Africa 

               The PCAU has also made assessments in the Balkans and Afghanistan. 

               Dr Toepfer told BBC News Online: "We really have to do  more to use the unit in Africa. Nature in Africa is fragile, and the large numbers of refugees are worrying. 

               "The need for the PCAU may well be as urgent here as anywhere." 

               Discussions have begun about a possible role for the unit in Angola. It hopes to start work in the occupied territories in March. ______________________________________________________________________________________

Haaretz

UN adopts report on environmental problems in  territories

                      By The Associated Press

                     NAIROBI, Kenya - A U.N. environmental forum unanimously adopted a study of environmental damage in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip Friday and called for immediate action on its recommendations. 

                      The adoption of the report of the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, came after nearly a week of haggling - none of it face to face - over the wording of the recommendations. 

                      "It was tough, we have been negotiating since Sunday," said Yousef Abu Safieh, the Palestinian Authority's environment minister. He was one of the more than 100 environment ministers attending the 22nd meeting of UNEP's Governing Council, a biannual get-together. 

                      The study was conducted over the last five months and details environmental  problems in the occupied territories such as rising water pollution, loss of natural vegetation and the indiscriminate dumping of waste. 

                      Some problems, such as asbestos contamination caused when buildings are destroyed and the clearing of forested land, are due to the current conflict  between the Israelis and Palestinians that broke out in September 2000, the  report said. 

                      But there are other problems like a lack of proper waste disposal facilities that  have existed for decades, the report said. 

                      Safieh said the Palestinians believed it was "a very good report" and had no objections to its content. 

                      The Israelis, however, expressed concern that the report attributed much of the  environmental degradation in the West Bank and Gaza to security measures taken by the Israeli military, without adequately explaining the reason for those  measures. 

                      But, "the report is generally free of the propaganda we are used to," Yaacov Amitai, the Israeli ambassador to Kenya, told The Associated Press. "The  bottom line has to with implementing the recommendations - they are important." 

                      Among the report's 136 detailed recommendations are suggestions with which  few would disagree like stopping open air garbage burning; other measures like halting the Israeli clearing of Palestinian farmland for security reasons are controversial. 

                      UNEP officials were eager to depict the willingness of the Israelis and  Palestinians to agree on the report and its recommendations as a small victory  for peace - "environmental cooperation can be a tool in the peace process," said  Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of UNEP. 

                      Others were not so inclined to view the report's adoption with such optimism. 

                      "It is not so hard to agree on fixing the environment," Safieh said. "It is harder to  bring peace."

_______________________________________________________________________________________

PRIVATE
Study: Mideast Conflict Hurts Environment 

Israeli-Palestinian Fighting Takes Toll on Environment, U.N. Forum Says in Hotly Debated Report
The Associated Press


PRIVATE
NAIROBI, Kenya Feb. 8 — 

Fighting between Israelis and Palestinians is taking its toll on the environment, with the bulldozing of forested land and destruction of houses adding to other longstanding problems, a U.N. forum said.  The adoption of the report of the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, came Friday after nearly a week of haggling over the wording of the recommendations.

"It was tough; we have been negotiating since Sunday," said Yousef Abu Safieh, the Palestinian Authority's environment minister. He was one of the more than 100 environment ministers attending the 22nd meeting of UNEP's Governing Council, a biannual get-together held this year in Nairobi, Kenya.

The study was conducted over the last five months and details environmental problems in the occupied territories such as rising water pollution, loss of natural vegetation and the indiscriminate dumping of waste.

Some problems, such as asbestos contamination caused when buildings are destroyed and the clearing of forests to deny militants of cover, are due to the current conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians that broke out in September 2000, the report said.  But there are other problems like a lack of proper waste disposal facilities that have existed for decades, the report said.

Safieh said the Palestinians believed it was "a very good report" and had no objections to its content.

The Israelis, however, expressed concern that the report attributed much of the environmental degradation in the West Bank and Gaza to security measures taken by the Israeli military, without adequately explaining the reason for those measures.

But, "the report is generally free of the propaganda we are used to," Yaacov Amitai, the Israeli ambassador to Kenya, told The Associated Press. "The bottom line has to with implementing the recommendations they are important."

Among the report's 136 detailed recommendations are suggestions with which few would disagree like stopping open air garbage burning; other measures like halting the Israeli clearing of Palestinian farmland for security reasons are controversial.

UNEP officials were eager to depict the willingness of the Israelis and Palestinians to agree on the report and its recommendations as a small victory for peace "environmental cooperation can be a tool in the peace process," said Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of UNEP.

Others were not so inclined to view the report's adoption with such optimism.

"It is not so hard to agree on fixing the environment," Safieh said. "It is harder to bring peace."



________________________________________________________________________________

The New York Times 

February 8, 2003, Saturday, Late Edition - Final 

U.N. Warns of Mideast Conflict's Harm to the Environment 

      The conflict in the Middle East is having grave effects on the environment of the West Bank and the Gaza

      Strip, delegates at a United Nations environmental conference here agreed today. They urged the

      Israelis and Palestinians to work jointly to reduce the damage. 

      On the sidelines of the conference, which drew more than 1,000 delegates from 130 nations, Israeli and

      Palestinian negotiators worked for nearly a week on the wording of the agreement, although neither party

      was a member of the United Nations governing council that approved it. The delegates endorsed 136

      recommendations aimed at stemming what a United Nations study calls "alarming conflict-related

      environmental problems in the territories." The study outlines problems like contaminated water supplies, land

      degradation and lack of proper waste disposal. It says years of fighting as well as restrictions imposed by

      Israel on Palestinians' travel have worsened the problems. 

      "Our main hope for the region is that the conflict can be resolved and the suffering brought to an end," said

      Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environmental Program. "Environmental

      cooperation can be a tool in the peace process." 

      Israelis and Palestinians share underground aquifers, and both sides suffer the effects of pollutants spread

      across the military lines. Ending the conflict was the main recommendation on how the region's environment

      could best be improved. Past agreements between the parties have addressed environmental issues, but

      joint committees set up to grapple with the issues have been suspended. 

      Although representatives of both Israel and the Palestinian Authority attended the conference, they kept a

      safe distance. They negotiated in separate rooms through Mr. Toepfer and other United Nations officials.

      After adoption of the document today, the United Nations tried, but failed, to get representatives of the

      two sides to attend a joint news conference. 

      Israel took the view that the Palestinian Authority had not done enough over the years to address

      environmental issues and that it could act even as the conflict continued. 

      "The major reason for the deterioration is a lack of investment and lack of attention to environmental

      matters," said Valerie Brachya, an official in the Israeli Ministry of Environment. "That lack of investment has

      nothing to do with the conflict." 

      But the Palestinians said the Israelis had conducted military campaigns with little attention to long-term

      effects. 

      "I tell them: 'You're a crazy people. When you destroy the aquifer, it is a shared aquifer,' " said Yousef Abu

      Safieh, the Palestinian Authority's environmental minister. 

      The environmental problems resulting from the conflict are particularly acute because the fighting has raged

      for decades and the Palestinian areas are both heavily populated and a war zone. 

      "The occupation, policies of closure and curfew, and incursions of the Israeli military have had significant

      negative environmental impacts," the report concluded. "In the current phase of the conflict, the absence of

      even minimal cooperation is worsening the situation on a daily basis, with impacts not only on the

      environment but also on human health." 

      Israeli officials said the suggestion that their military actions were to blame lacked context. 

      The report recommended that Israel join an effort by the Arab world to combat the spread of desertlike

      conditions in the Middle East, but the Palestinians opposed the idea. 

      Addressing another conflict zone, the United Nations released a report outlining major degradation to the

      environment in Afghanistan after more than two decades of war. The report said that in Kabul and other

      cities, only one in 10 people drink safe water. The remote mountain and desert villages face rampant

      deforestation, drying aquifers, soil erosion and pesticide pollution, the report said.  http://www.nytimes.com

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Independent on Sunday (London) 

February 9, 2003, Sunday 

 ON THE BRINK OF WAR: GULF STATES FEAR IRAQI OIL SABOTAGE 

      Arab governments around the Gulf have drawn up secret plans in case Saddam Hussein blows up oil wells in revenge for a US-led invasion of Iraq. 

      During the 1991 Gulf War, Saddam caused the region's worst environmental disaster when he deliberately

      destroyed about 600 oil wells as his forces retreated from Kuwait and southern Iraq. Up to eight million

      barrels of oil were released into the Gulf, creating large slicks that threatened coastlines as far south as

      Qatar. More than 60 million barrels were burnt and released on land, causing vast black clouds and lakes of

      crude oil. 

      The most severe pollution affected 250 miles of Saudi Arabia's coastline, killing seabirds and fish and

      contaminating seabeds. 

      Official sources in the Gulf confirmed last week they fear that Saddam could again try to destroy the oil

      wells and production facilities under his control, to impede US plans to immediately take over his oil fields if  they invade. 

      Backed by the United Nations Environment Programme, the Gulf region's marine protection agency,

      which was set up in Kuwait after the 1991 crisis, has drafted detailed emergency plans to cope with the

      potential disaster. 

      Unusually, the contingency plans have been supported by Iran, Iraq's long-standing rival. 

      Sources said that officials have already hired specialist oil clean-up companies as part of their preparations.

      Combating any leaks would be co-ordinated by the agency's emergency centre in Bahrain. 

      Some local observers believe that Saddam is unlikely to risk alienating Arab opinion by creating an

      environmental crisis. Arab governments are far more critical of current US policy towards Iraq than they

      were when he invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

      Other experts, however, are less convinced. Saddam is regarded as highly unpredictable and could believe

      that hindering the US invasion is a far more important goal.

________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India 

February 9, 2003 

ISRAEL, PALESTINIANS TO WORK FOR ENVIRONMENT 

     BYLINE: Chandrika Mago 

       NAIROBI: Can environment be part of a peace process, perhaps even trigger it? Ambitious as this may sound, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) seems to be hoping something like this may happen.       As the governing council meet drew to a close, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said on Friday that the council had given UNEP a mandate to act and improve the environment of the occupied Palestinian  territories. It implies the Palestinian authorities and Israel could work together to save the environment.

      UNEP termed it a "historic" decision which would benefit people on both sides of the conflict and was indicative of the trust both sides repose in it. 

      UNEP is now supposed to identify solutions and promote participation by the two sides, both of which have  had a problem even being in the same room. One signal of hope is a request to translate a UNEP study on the conditions in these territories into Arabic ¬ it implies an interest. 

      The council, said Toepfer, has "welcomed" the 2002 desk study by UNEP's post-conflict assessment unit  and essentially backed a package of 136 recommendations which would involve challenging work by the two sides. 

     These are aimed at improvements on a wide range of issues, including water supplies, waste disposal, land degredation and threat to wildlife and habitat. 

It's not going to be easy, despite a recommendation to keep environment out of the conflict. But there is, it  is said, a realisation on both sides of the long-term devastation. Groundwater, as Toepfer put it, is a question which concerns generations. 

      Pekka Haavisto, who headed the desk study on the Palestinian territories, acknowledges the challenges of  improvement in an area still bedevilled by conflict. The UNEP report says the conflict is adding to existing  pressures on the environment -- population, scarcity of land, weak environmental infrastructure, inadequate  resources and global trends such as desertification and climate change. It calls upon governments and international organisations to support -- fund -- the effort. 

      The recommendations include revitalising and reactivating existing environmental agreements such as the  joint environmental experts committee established earlier, getting it to identify environmental hotspots and  plan realistic remedial actions. 

      There are suggestions on water-saving strategies for industry, households and agriculture, water modelling  of the Gaza acquifer, repairing cesspits to reduce contamination of groundwater, building wastewater  treatment plants, setting up regional solid waste authorities, stopping bird hunting and cooperating to  protect the Dead Sea. _____________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

February 7, 2003, Friday 

 Governments back environmental rescue plan in Palestine 

      BODY: 

      NAIROBI, Feb. 7 (Xinhua) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council decided

      on Friday to take action to improve the environment of the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT), hoping it

      will benefit the people on both sides of the conflict. 

      More than 100 environment ministers attending the UNEP Governing Council meeting in the Kenyan capital

      unanimously endorsed a desk report on the environmental situation in the OPT and backed a package of over

      130 recommendations aimed at improving the dismal environment in the region. 

      The recommendations include improving water supplies, the disposal of wastes, land degradation and the

      threats to wildlife and habitats in the OPT. "The Governing Council's decision is a landmark step forward to

      tackle environmental degradation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive

      director told journalists after the agreement was reached. 

      " It is also the wish of governments worldwide that UNEP works with Israel and the Palestinian Authority to

      remedy this," he said. 

      Governments asked UNEP to prepare a report on the environment of the OPT at the Global Ministerial

      Environment Forum held in Cartagena, Colombia, in February 2002. 

      Toepfer visited the region in July last year and the study team, under the chair of Pekka Haavisto, the

      former Finnish Minister of Environment and Development Cooperation, carried out a mission to the region in

      October last year. 

      The report found that the alarming conflict-related environmental problems are adding to existing pressures

      on the environment, which include population pressures coupled with scarcity of land, weak environmental

      infrastructure and desertification 

      "It is clear that the conflicts in the region have inflicted a lot of harm to the environment," Haavisto said,

      citing the pollution of water and the decrease of water supply. 

      "The separation wall being built on the West Bank also poses a threat to biodiversity," he added. 

      LOAD-DATE: February 8, 2003

_____________________________________________________________________________________

People Daily

Commentary: Changing Development Pattern, Protecting Environment

More than 100 environment ministers from around the world wrapped up their five-day meeting Friday in the Kenyan capital, pledging to adopt "green" development pattern in their respective country to reverse the trend of worsening environment on the earth. 

The ministers, attending the UN Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council meeting and the 4th Global Ministerial Environment Forum, have agreed that the current unsustainable production and consumption pattern of the world is among the root causes of environment degradation on the planet. 

The last half-century has been a time of unprecedented expansion in the global economy. The gross world product expanded nearly seven-fold since 1950 to 46 trillion US dollars in 2001, while the number of people on the planet more than doubled, risingto 6.2 billion in 2001. 

These underlying trends have led to rapid increases in the production and consumption of energy, materials and a broad range of consumer goods. 

UNEP figures indicated that global oil consumption and paper production have both more than tripled since the early 1960s, while aluminium production has climbed more than five-fold. 

These trends have contributed greatly to worsening air and water pollution, depletion of forest and marine resources, shortage of freshwater, loss of biodiversity and land degradation. 

"The resources on the earth are limited, the physical support function of environment for development is also limited," said XieZhenhua, director of China's State Environmental Protection Administration, in an interview with Xinhua on the sidelines of the meeting. 

"If the traditional production and consumption pattern continues,the earth will be over-burdened and the environment we all depend on will face greater threat," he noted. 

Therefore, there is an urgent need to change such development pattern by adopting technology-intensive and economically-efficient pattern characteristic of low resources consumption, lowpollution and harmonic development between humans and nature, he said. 

"Many facts have proved a 'win-win' development pattern can be found if we are determined to tackle the issue," Xie said. 

China is the largest developing country with huge population andlimited per capital resources, and over the past two-decades, the country's economy have grown by around 8 percent annually. 

However, the rapid economic development also caused serious environment degradation simply because many industries had adopted the traditional development pattern. 

"In recent years, the Chinese government took strong measures to tackle the issue, which have yielded fruitful results," the director said. 

Official statistics indicated that from late 1990s, China's economy has still grown in a fast manner, however, by the end of 2000, the amount of major pollutants emitted had been kept to the level of 1995, with the trend of environment degradation having been basically reversed. 

Xie said that the measures that have been taken include shutting down heavily-polluted factories, reducing coal use while increasing its efficiency, and restricting the opening of new factories that have the potential of causing pollution. 

In the agricultural sector, an ambitious Green for Grain campaign have been launched, in which the government provides farmers with grain and cash subsidies in return for their quittingfarming on hillsides while planting trees and grass on the land. 

Meanwhile, the Chinese government increased its spending on environment conservation. From 1998 to 2002, such spending stood at 580 billion yuan (about 69.9 billion US dollars), almost doubling the total spending between 1950 to 1997. 

During the UNEP meeting, Xie was requested to brief the ministers of China's experience, which was hailed by delegates from both developed and developing countries. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the meeting that thecrushing burden of the world's population together with over-consumption and wasteful use of resources by the rich are two fundamental drivers of environmental degradation. 

"A successful environmental strategy must take account of this relationship and the need for a capacity building initiatives for developing countries," he said. 

He pointed to the fact that the Johannesburg Earth Summit lastyear had mapped out a blue print for sustainable development of the world, which should be implemented in serious manner. 

"Fundamental changes in the way societies produce and consume are indispensable for achieving global sustainable development," says the Plan of Implementation adopted at the summit. 

It calls for the development of a 10-year framework of programsin support of regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production patterns thatwill "promote social and economic development within the carrying capacity of ecosystem." 




________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Afghan wetlands 'almost dried out'
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Little water: The Sistan wetlands are internationally important
(Image: Rene Nijenhuis/Unep)
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By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent in Nairobi 
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An internationally important wetland area of Afghanistan is now almost completely dry, the UN says. 

Satellite imagery shows 99% of the Sistan wetlands, which stretch over the frontier into Iran, have dried out since 1998. 

The Helmand river, which flows into the Sistan area, is running far below its normal level. 

Afghanistan says it needs international help if it is to save the wetlands. The findings come from a study of Afghanistan undertaken by the Post-Conflict Assessment Unit of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 

Conflict damage 

The unit's main report was launched in Kabul on 29 January, but details of the Sistan damage were given to Unep's governing council, meeting here until 7 February. 



Dr Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani is Afghanistan's Minister of Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment. 

He said: "The report makes it clear how conflict causes environmental destruction. 

"Similarly, continued environmental depletion and scarcity of natural resources will cause further conflict. Effective environmental management is the key to breaking this vicious cycle." 

Dr Nuristani said the Afghanistan Transitional Authority aimed to complete its first national budget by the end of March, and he was asking for nearly $20m for his ministry's environment work. 

Important birds 

The Unep report says the Helmand river, which drains 31% of Afghanistan's land area, has been flowing as much as 98% below its annual average in recent years. 

But what Unep calls "uncoordinated management of the river basin's dams and irrigation schemes" during two decades of conflict have been worsened by four years of drought. 

PRIVATE
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Bamiyan Buddhas: A promise to rebuild

Lacking a stable water source, much of the Sistan basin's natural vegetation has died or been used for fuel. 

This has increased soil erosion and the spread of sand on to roads, fields and settlements. 

The wetlands used to be crucially important to birds. 

In 1975 half a million waterfowl from 150 species were counted on Hamouni-e-Puzak, two-thirds of which lies in the Afghan part of Sistan. 

They included eight globally threatened migrants like the Dalmatian pelican and the marbled teal. 

Famous statues 

In 2002, in central Afghanistan, Unep found the national waterfowl and flamingo sanctuaries at Dasht-e-Nawar and Ab-e-Estada were completely dry. 

The critically endangered Siberian crane has not been seen at Ab-e-Estada since 1986. But there is some better news: Band-e-Amir, Afghanistan's first national park, is said to be "in good hydrological condition", supporting populations of ibex and urial (a species of sheep). 

Although parts remain heavily mined, Unep says it offers significant potential for nature tourism. 

Dr Nuristani told BBC News Online: "We very badly want to restore eco-tourism. It's one of the things we're planning most aggressively, and I hope it will be up and running in a year or two. 

"We want visitors to come and see our endangered wildlife - species like the snow leopards, the markhor and the bears. 

"And although it will be difficult, I think we'll be able to restore the Bamiyan Buddhas, the statues the Taliban destroyed in 2001." 

The mines and unexploded ordnance littering parts of Afghanistan are an obvious deterrent to intending tourists, and also prevent Afghans from using good farming land. 

But the assessment unit's chairman, Pekka Haavisto, said his team had found no sign of chemical contamination from the bombing campaign in the places it had visited. 

It was the long years of conflict that appeared to have done the worst environmental damage, he said. 

________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Afghanistan's Environment Ravaged by War 

KABUL, Afghanistan, February 7, 2003 (ENS) - Afghanistan's environment is so degraded by two decades of warfare that it now presents a major barrier to the nation's efforts at reconstruction, finds a new report presented to environmental leaders meeting in Nairobi this week. Combined with three to four years of drought, the conflicts have drained the nation's wetlands and caused much of Afghanistan's wildlife to vanish. 

A United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Post-Conflict Environment Assessment report, produced in cooperation with the Afghanistan Transitional Authority, shows how conflict has put previous environmental management and conservation strategies on hold, brought about a collapse of local and national governance, destroyed infrastructure, hindered agricultural activity and driven people into cities already lacking the most basic public amenities. 
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Loss of vegetation cover has caused serious soil erosion across Afghanistan, such as in this village near Mazar-e-Sharif. (Photo by Dennis Bruhn, © UNEP, 2002)

"The report makes it clear how conflict causes environmental destruction," said Dr. Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani, minister of irrigation, water resources and environment in the Afghanistan Transitional Authority. "Similarly, continued environmental depletion and scarcity of natural resources will cause further conflict. Effective environmental management is the key to braking this vicious cycle." 

Nuristani presented the findings of the assessment to the more than 100 environment ministers attending UNEP's Governing Council meeting and Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi, Kenya this week. 

Wetlands Turn to Dust 

The drought has compounded a state of widespread natural resource degradation: lowered water tables, dried up wetlands, denuded forests, eroded land and depleted wildlife populations. The internationally significant Sistan wetlands - shared between Afghanistan and Iran - are now almost completely dry. 
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Dried reedbeds at the Sistan wetlands. (Photo by Rene Nijenhuis, © UNEP, 2002)

The Helmand River, the main tributary of the wetlands which drains 31 percent of Afghanistan's land area, has run as much as 98 percent below its annual average in recent years. The drought has compounded problems caused by uncoordinated management of the river basin's dams and irrigation schemes during two decades of conflict. 

Without a stable source of water, much of the natural vegetation of the Sistan basin has died or been collected for fuel. This has contributed to soil erosion and movement of sand onto roads and into settlements and irrigated areas. 

The Iranian side of the wetland was designated a Ramsar site - an international treaty designed to protect important wetlands - in 1975. At that time, half a million waterfowl comprising 150 species were counted on Hamouni-e-Puzak - two-thirds of which is in Afghanistan - including eight globally threatened migratory birds such as the Dalmatian pelican and marbled teal. 

In central Afghanistan, the UNEP assessment team found the national waterfowl and flamingo sanctuaries at Dasht-e-Nawar and Ab-e-Estada were also completely dry. Flamingos have not bred successfully inside Afghanistan for four years, and the last Siberian crane was seen in 1986. 
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Cracked mud is all that is left of the wetlands once found at the Ab-e-Estada waterfowl sanctuary. (Photo © UNEP)

While renewed rainfall could restore river flows and wetland areas, their long term sustainability will require proper and coordinated management of water extraction from dams, rivers and wells, and prevention of contamination from waste dumps, sewers and chemicals, the report shows. 

It will also need transboundary cooperation, a source of tension in the past, with Iran having accused the Taliban regime in 2001 of blocking flows of the Helmand River, the cause of which was later found to be drought. 

"At the regional level, we have to increasingly work with our direct neighbours on water, forest and desertification issues," Nuristani said. "Afghanistan must find its place among the international environment community and start benefiting from the international conventions." 

Situation May Get Worse 

With two million refugees returning in 2002 and a further 1.5 million expected this year, pressure on Afghanistan's natural resources and environmental services are expected to increase even further. 

The UNEP assessment was carried out last year by 20 Afghan and international scientists and experts, who examined 38 urban sites in four cities and 35 rural locations. 
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Heavy black smoke rises from the asphalt factory near Herat. (Photo by Soren Hvilshoj, © UNEP, 2002)

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Töpfer said the report makes it clear that environmental restoration must play a major part in the reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan. 

"Over 80 percent of Afghan people live in rural areas, yet they have seen many of their basic resources - water for irrigation, trees for food and fuel - lost in just a generation," Töpfer said. "In urban areas the most basic necessity for human well being - safe water - may be reaching as few as 12 percent of the people." 

Nuristani said Afghanistan's transitional government would benefit greatly from the report as it develops the country's environmental policies and plans for rehabilitation. 

"UNEP's post-conflict environment assessment illuminates Afghanistan's current levels of degradation, and sets forth a path that the country can take towards sustainable development," Nuristani said. "It warns us of a future without water, forests, wildlife and clean air if environmental problems are not addressed in the reconstruction period." 

Dumps Litter Landscape 

Disposal of solid waste is one of the country's most glaring problems, the report states. The assessment team found no dumpsites were taking measures to prevent groundwater contamination or toxic air pollution from burning plastic wastes. 
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Children collecting scrap materials at Qamar Qalla dumpsite, Heart. (Photo by Soren Hvilshoj, © UNEP, 2002)

In Kandahar and Herat, dumpsites are sited in dry river valleys above the cities, with the prospect that future heavy rains will wash hundreds, if not thousands, of tons of waste back into the city through the river system. 

Kabul's Kampani dumpsite is also upstream of the city and close to a well field used to draw drinking water - one likely to expand to meet the city's growing needs. 

Tests of drinking water in urban areas have revealed high concentrations of bacteria from contamination by sewage, creating a threat to public health, particularly children who are most susceptible to deadly cholera. 

The assessment found Kabul's water supply system, damaged during the conflict and lacking routine maintenance, is losing as much as 60 percent of its supply through leaks and illegal use. In Heart, just 10 percent of the 150 public taps were found to work. 
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Children playing in effluent stream in Heart. (Photo by Scott Crossett, © UNEP, 2002)

In Herat, Mazar-e-Sharif, Kandahar and Kabul the UNEP team documented medical wastes from hospitals - in some cases even organs and syringes - being disposed of into open streets, uncontrolled dumps and an abandoned well, risking the spread of viral and bacterial diseases and toxic hazards. 

However, Kandahar and Mazar-e-Sharif have initiated recycling and composting schemes, while Herat has reduced cholera cases through chlorination of its water supply, helped by international assistance. 

UNEP investigations of oil refineries and transport terminals, and brick, asphalt and lead battery factories revealed acute environmental and human health risks, because of poorly maintained, rudimentary technologies and a lack of management know how. 

In a plastic recycling/shoe factory in Kabul the assessment team found children working without protection from toxic chemicals and sleeping at machines, or in factory alcoves, between their 12 hours shifts. 

Forests Chopped Down 

The rural assessment found widespread loss of forest had occurred across much of the country during the past 30 years. 
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The UNEP team with Afghan guides investigating pistachio forests near Farkhar village. (Photo by David Jensen, © UNEP, 2002)

Satellite imagery reveals that conifer forests in the provinces of Nangarhar, Kunar and Nuristan have been reduced by over a half since 1978. During Mujahadeen and Taliban times, up to 200 timber trucks a day - representing the loss of up to 200 hectares of forest - plied the main road in Kunar, according to local officials, probably two thirds of it destined for export markets in Pakistan. 

Today, local communities have lost control of their resources in these eastern provinces, with warlords, timber barons and foreign traders controlling illegal and highly lucrative logging operations. 

The assessment also documented the loss of pistachio woodlands in the north. These trees can produce 35-50 kilograms (kg) of nuts per year, providing an important revenue source for local residents. 

Almost no trees could be detected by satellite instruments in Badghis and Takhar provinces in 2002. In 1977, 55 percent of Badghis and 37 percent of Takhar was covered by pistachio trees. 

This appears to have been caused by the breakdown of a community forest warden scheme and stockpiling of fuelwood during uncertain political conditions. Later, according to interviews with residents, military forces cut trees to reduce hiding and ambush opportunities for opposing forces. 
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A timber yard in Kunduz. (Photo © UNEP)

Goats and sheep are preventing regeneration of many forest areas. The Afghanistan Transitional Authority is considering the creation of an "Afghan Conservation Corps", utilizing ex-combatants for reforestation efforts and to control grazing. 

In the Amu Darya River, the assessment team found several hundred families had colonized previously unoccupied tugai forest islands - a unique ecosystem and refuge for species such as the Eurasian otter, wild boar, endangered Bactrian deer, waterbirds and birds of prey - to escape conflict. Prior to the Taliban period, local residents respected the island's reserve status, but the new colonists have been clearing and hunting the area, which covers a 100 km stretch of the river near the border with Tajikistan. 

The assessment team identified potential risks in Afghanistan's northern provinces from large stocks of dangerous or illegal pesticides, used in the past for control of insects, including annual infestations of Moroccan locusts. 

Some Good News 

On the positive side, the assessment team found that Band-e-Amir, Afghanistan's first national park, has enought water to support populations of urial and ibix. The area contains six lakes of crystal clear water, separated by white travertine dams and surrounded by spectacular red cliffs - the best example of this landscape type in the world. 
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Part of Band-e-Amir, Afghanistan's first national park. (Photo © UNEP)

It offers the potential for ecotourism, and meets the criteria for designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Dut during 2001 was one of the front lines of fighting between Taliban and resistance forces and some areas remain heavily mined. 

Nuristani said snowfalls in the past week had replenished water levels at the Kole Hashmat Khan wetland on the outskirts of Kabul, which had been dry for much of the past five years. The wetland was declared a waterfowl reserve by King Zahir Shah in the 1930s and in the 1960s supported tens of thousands of ducks, as well as wintering and migratory birds, though later water diversions damaged the wetlands. 

In the remote Wakhan Corridor, which borders Tajikistan, Pakistan and China, an area rarely visited by previous United Nations missions, the assessment team spent two weeks on horseback in areas grazed by the yurt dwelling Kyrgyz and Wakhi herders. The team confirmed the presence of snow leopards, Marco Polo sheep and species such as wolf, brown bear and Asian ibex. 

Hunting pressure - mainly for meat and casual trade in wildlife furs - was much reduced during the period of Soviet occupation, but has increased since then. UNEP noted that the Wakhi have responded positively to recent calls by the Afghan Transitional Authority to hand in their arms and stop hunting, and the area escaped much of the recent conflict and is free of land mines. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=tracks"

The team found snow leopard tracks in the Warwarm Valley region. (Photo © UNEP)

"Afghanistan now has an historic opportunity to get environmental issues integrated in all development plans," said Pekka Haavisto, chair of the UNEP Afghanistan Task Force. "Protection of environment and sustainable management of natural resources will also create new job opportunities." 

However, Haavisto added, "some environmental problems have to be tackled immediately." 

"The burning of wastes, contamination between dumpsites or sewerage and drinking water, and the serious chemical threats to young workers at the factories visited by UNEP, are among the most urgent health related environmental problems in Afghanistan," Haavisto said. 

The assessment report contains 163 recommendations, covering environmental legislation and enforcement, capacity building, job creation, planning, environmental impact assessment procedures, industry and trade, public participation and education, and participation in international environmental agreements. 
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Ditches have drained water from the wetlands at Kole Hashmat Khan for decades. (Photo © UNEP)

It also makes recommendations in relation to water supply, waste, hazardous wastes and chemicals, woodlands and forests, energy, air quality, wildlife and protected areas conservation, desertification and food and agriculture resources and identifies actions at specific urban and rural sites visited during the assessment. 

The report will be translated into both Dari and Pashto during the months of February and March. An environmental seminar will be held in April to bring key stakeholders together from across the country to review the report and identify key priorities and steps ahead. 

UNEP has assisted in the preparation of the UN's 2003 Transitional Assistance Programme for Afghanistan, which includes priority areas for environmental management, and identifies the funding that is required from the international donor community to implement them. 
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Afghanistan Calls For Global Support to Reconstruct Ruined Environment 


NAIROBI -- Afghanistan's Enviroment Minister Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani on Thursday urged the international community to help reverse environmental devastation caused by decades of war and drought. 

"We cannot do without UN Environment Program (UNEP) and the international community if we are to protect our environment, as most of our experts are dead due to the long drawn-out conflict," Nuristani said in Nairobi. 

"We, therefore, need the capacity in expert training," Nuristani told journalists on the sidelines of the UNEP's 22nd Governing Council Conference. 

"The environment has not been a priority in Afghanistan for the last two decades, because of war and drought," he pointed out. 

"A combination of plunder by warlords, deforestation, inappropriate disposal of toxic wastes, an overwhelming migration of refugees and uncontrolled ground water extraction, ruined Afghanistan's environment," Nuristani said. 

"We need help in all aspects of the environment, particularly strengthening our institutions that manage it," he said, explaining that his government had held talks with donors and multinational development banks on issues of economy, reconstruction and growth. 

"Environmentally sound development of Afghanistan is not a luxury, but an essential pre-requisite and precondition for improving the living condition of the Afghan people and for avoiding environmental conflicts and disasters," he said. 

"The warlords did not let rivers flow to dams and diverted water to top commanders, neglecting other areas, thereby becoming generally responsible for a great deal of environmental degradation," Nuristani pointed out. 

Last year, Western forces led by the United States invaded Afghanistan and overthrew the hardline Taleban regime they accused of harboring terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden and then installed a multi-ethnic transitional government to oversee the country's reconstruction. 

"Afghanistan has lost most of its wetlands, different species of flora and fauna and tons of timber," said a report compiled by UNEP and Afghan environmental experts presented to the UNEP session on Thursday. 

Nuristani also said that unexploded ordnance left behind by the ousted Talebans have contributed to the pollution of soil. 

UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the restoration of proper leadership in Afghanistan gives a historic opportunity to create environmental laws, policies and build capacity for sustainable management of natural resources. (AFP) _
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India 

February 8, 2003 

War has taken toll on Afghan environment 

      BYLINE: Chandrika Mago 

      NAIROBI: Two decades of conflict, an unrelenting drought and a scarred land saw Afghan environment

      minister Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani appealing here for all the help he can get. 

      Nuristani, whose presence marks the first time Afghanistan is participating in the UN Environment

      Programme's meeting, said the internationally significant Sistan wetlands his country shares with Iran are

      almost completely dry. Satellite imagery has shown 99 per cent of the wetlands have dried since 1998. The

      Helmand river, the main tributary of the wetlands which drains nearly a third of Afghanistan's land area, has

      run as much as 98 per cent below its annual average in recent years. 

      This is not all. UNEP's recent post-conflict environment assessment of Afghanistan shows just a fifth have

      access to safe water. Groundwater levels are down, and supply is contaminated. There are no conifer

      forests in protected areas; there has been a 52 per cent loss of forest cover. In central Afghanistan, two

      national waterfowl and flamingo sanctuaries are completely dry. 

      Hospital waste, leaking sewers and septic tanks, dumpsites in dry river beds upstream of cities, exposure to

      toxic chemicals at industrial sites, loss of vegetation, soil erosion and rising dust levels -- the Afghans have

      to deal with all this, and more, as they look at the task of reconstructing their country. 

      "Environmentally sound development is not a luxury but a prerequisite," said Nuristani. The first priority, he

      specified, has to be capacity building to bridge the gap caused by a "lost generation" of trained men and

      women. The mechanisms have to be put in place, in the constitution, in law and in schools. "It's crucial that

      Afghanistan starts benefiting from international conventions", said the minister. 

      Pekka Haavisto, chairman of UNEP's Afghanistan task force, said they are recommending environment be

      integrated into all activities and environmental impact assessments be a must for all development projects.

      Use the UNEP report as a base and we will do all we can to help, promised Nuristani. 

      With 1.5 million refugees expected to return to the country this year, there is a sliver of good news: Some

      national parks and sanctuaries have survived in fairly good shape.


_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India 

February 8, 2003 

Asian Brown Cloud

BYLINE: Chandrika Mago 

      BODY: 

      NAIROBI: The Asian brown cloud may have lifted for the moment but it shows no signs of going away. 

      In fact, the boxing bouts over the past few days seem to have left a bitter taste. India is being seen as

      having had a heavy hand on this one, says Ashok Khosla of Development Alternatives. UNEP officials say

      the issue of further research on this cloud of pollutants may have been dropped from its governing council

      but it hasn't been dropped from its activities -- formally, the decision has still to go up to the plenary before

      it can be considered fully dropped. 

      By hoping for a governing council decision on this, said an official, they wanted to give it political approval,

      spread political consciousness. 

      One official says this political mandate would have enabled UNEP to access the environment fund for further

      research on this hazy brownish layer of pollutants caused by biomass burning and industrial emissions in

      Asia. Now, they will just have to do it otherwise. There is no give here, at least in conversation, though

      officials accept there would be similar clouds -- or haze -- over other regions. 

      UNEP wanted legitimacy on this, says a South Asian. And the Indians are certainly not apologetic about

      what they see as a victory, however momentary it may be. "It's been dropped right now, it's not in the

      UNEP mandate decisions," says an official. 

      But even the Indians accept the scientific study on this will continue. The difference is that they want this

      done at the regional level. They don't want the issue globalised since they fear this will lead them down the

      long path of country commitments on checking climate change. "It would change the whole equation," says

      one official. 

      But while it savours this 'victory', the government might do well to learn some lessons from the way the

      issue has been handled. The report was made public by UNEP in the run-up to last August's World Summit

      on Sustainable Development. The government responded and over the next few months, there was the

      occasional battle of statements between it and UNEP. 

      A committee of scientists was set up to examine the report. Scientists met more than once, generally

      suggesting the findings were preliminary and more study was needed. 

      But within government, an initial lack of coordination between departments such as environment and science

      and technology seems to have delayed damage containment. Even here, the issue wasn't snuffed out at the

      preliminary stages when scientists were providing the fodder. India ended up fighting a rearguard battle. 

      JOURNAL-CODE: WTIN

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Toronto Star 

February 8, 2003 

So, you think birds in your area make a mess . . . 

      BYLINE: Alister Doyle, Reuters News Agency 

      BODY: 

      Penguins are ruining a wooden hut erected on Antarctica in 1899, the first building on the icy continent. 

      Penguin excrement is piling up against the shack built by little-known Norwegian explorer Carsten

      Borchgrevink, the first person to make a confirmed landing on Antarctica in 1895. 

      "Borchgrevink's hut is literally being buried by guano. It's a stinking affair," says Nigel Watson, executive

      director of the Antarctic Heritage Trust, talking by satellite phone from the hut on Antarctica's Cape Adare

      by the Ross Sea. He said the guano was up to a metre deep and some 100,000 Adelie penguins were around

      Borchgrevink's tumbledown prefabricated living quarters. 

      "Inside, the original stove is disintegrating. The bunk beds, too," Watson says. "There's every sort of

      oddment from tins of peas to tobacco, socks and jerseys and scientific implements." 

      Watson says the living quarters and a storage hut alongside, now without a roof, were the oldest buildings

      in Antarctica. 

      "They are the only example of the first human habitation on any continent. This is part of the story of

      human endeavour," says Watson, who is leading the New Zealand-based trust's first trip to the remote hut

      in 12 years. 

      The ravages of some of the worst weather on the planet are also taking their toll. 

      Last year, the trust spearheaded a mult-imillion dollar appeal to repair huts left by British explorers Robert

      Falcon Scott and Ernest Shackleton, as well as Borchgrevink, who led the British Southern Cross expedition

      from 1898 to 1900 to explore the coast of Antarctica. 

      About 200 people a year visit Borchgrevink's hut, while up to 4,000 visit the others. 

      Tourists as well as scientists were to blame for trampling around the fragile huts and snatching souvenirs,

      says Svein Tveitdal, head of the U.N. Environment Program's Arctic office, who urged tougher restrictions

      on visitors. 

      He said while tourists were willing to pay around $36,000 (U.S.) for a cruise to Antarctica, they were only

      encouraged to leave a donation of $20 at one of Scott's huts. 

      "We strongly favour the trust's restoration efforts," he says. "We want to promote ecotourism ... but this is

      not sustainable."

 _______________________________________________________________________________

The Irish Times 

UN cools it in Kenya to sell green ideal 

      BYLINE: By FRANK MCDONALD, Environment Editor 

Psychologists and human behaviour experts are being enlisted by the United Nations Environment  Programme UNEP) to advise on how to make it more "cool" to be environmentally-friendly. 

      UNEP's executive director, Mr Klaus Toepfer, said messages urging the public to adopt more sustainable

      lifestyles and purchasing habits are too "guilt-laden" and disapproving. He said people "are simply not

      listening" to messages urging them to drive their cars less or admonishing them for buying products that

      cause environmental damage. 

      "Making people feel guilty about their life-styles and purchasing habits is achieving only limited success."

      Studies indicate that only 5 per cent of the public in developed countries are embracing sustainable

      lifestyles. "So we need to look again at how we enlist the public to reduce pollution and live in ways that

      cause minimal environmental damage", Mr Toepfer said. 

      Announcing that psychologists were being drafted in, he added: "We need to make sustainable life-styles

      fashionable and 'cool', as young people might say. We also need to make it clear that there are real,

      personal, benefits to living in harmony with the planet." 

      Sustainable consumption patterns and how governments, industry and the public can play their role in

      delivering these are among the key issues being discussed this week at UNEP's 22nd Governing Council

      meeting taking place in Nairobi, Kenya.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

February 9, 2003, Sunday 

South Korea to host UN environment meetings next year 

 Text of report in English by South Korean news agency Yonhap 

      Seoul, 9 February: Seoul has been chosen as the venue for the 8th Special Governing Council meeting and

      5th Global Ministerial Environment Forum of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) next

      year, the Environment Ministry said Sunday 9 February . 

      The choice was made at UNEP's 22nd Council held in Nairobi, Kenya, 3-7 February, the ministry said. The

      Special Governing Council is UNEP's top body for handling key global environment issues. 

      The Seoul meetings, slated for 29-31 March, will be attended by minister-level officials from 130 countries,

      representatives from international agencies and some 700 individual environmentalists, the ministry said. 

      The ministry will create a task force in consultation with such related ministries as Foreign and Maritime

      Affairs to make preparations.

___________________________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

        February 10, 2003

UN agencies meet to consolidate support for NEPAD 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Five UN agencies met in Nairobi Saturday as part of efforts to consolidate resource support for the New Partnership for Africa's Development  (NEPAD). The meeting by the UN Habitat, UN Environment Programme (UNEP), UN Population Fund (UNFPA), World Meteorological Organization (WMO), and the International Marine Organization  (IMO), focused on the environment component of NEPAD. Sekou Toure, Director of UNEP Africa region, said his agency would give NEPAD advocacy and partnership support. He said the agency was directly involved in the strengthening of NEPAD's Secretariat, and the setting up of a sub-office in Dakar, Senegal, adding that more institutional support would be integrated in the African Union's programmes. Toure said he had invited experts for a series of thematic workshops in late February to come up with specific action plans for Africa and NEPAD. "What we are currently doing is to encourage member states to start building partnerships since mobilizing resources will be a lot easy, and getting support from the governments will even be easier," he added. The UN agencies, which met to review their strategies drawn up last October in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, have also formulated a work plan to be presented to the UN Secretary General by 15 March.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037925&dte=08/02/2003
Greece wants reinforced scientific base at UNEP 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA)- The 22nd session of the governing council of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) ended here Friday with Greece strongly recommending an adequate scientific headquarters for the global environment agency. Greek minister for environment, physical planning and public works, Vassiliki Papandreou, said there was great need to strengthen the agency's research base "in order to react appropriately to emerging world issues." "We need an instrument that can strengthen UNEP's scientific base, an instrument that can work as an interface between the scientific and policy implementation levels," she said in a recommendation that was supported by the EU members. The governing council or ministerial forum, which began on 3 February, will examine recommendations from various countries or world regions before making its report, which forms the basis for UNEP's policy formulation. Papandreou complained of difficulties in implementing some policies in the past due to their scientific nature, and explained that her recommendation was aimed at promoting sectoral participation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037719&dte=07/02/2003
Algeria proposes 2004 as International Year of the Deserts 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Conscious of the need to "raise public awareness and to protect the biodiversity and the traditional knowledge of persons affected by deserts," the Algerian government Friday requested the UN General Assembly to declare 2004 as International Year of the Deserts of the World. In a statement at the ongoing 22nd session of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council in Nairobi, the Algerian ambassador to Kenya, Mohammed Hacene Echarif -- who is also Kenya's permanent representative to UNEP and UN Habitat -- presented the recommendation to the governing council. Echarif said Algeria's position also followed the environment initiative of NEPAD. Echarif said his government was deeply concerned about the aggravation of desertification in Africa and its far-reaching negative implications for the Millennium Goals on poverty alleviation. He asked the UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to designate a special representative for the International Year of the Deserts in the World, as well as the establishment of the World Deserts Foundation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037689&dte=07/02/2003
Nigerian women discuss environment, health issues 

Abuja, Nigeria (PANA) - Nigerian women are meeting in Abuja under the aegis of the National Council of Women Societies (NCWS) to discuss the strengthening of women's roles in dealing with environment and health issues in the country. Participants at the three-day conference, which began Thursday, will also seek solutions to the problems of quality and affordable housing. Speaking at the opening, President Olusegun Obasanjo said: "Our towns and cities are growing in leaps and bounds with the attendant problems not only of rapid urbanization but also of the urbanization of poverty." "We are committed to finding lasting solutions to these problems and making our cities not only habitable and safe, but also centres for promoting massive employment opportunities and generating incomes for the people." In an effort to promote and ensure sustainable urban development, the federal government recently created a Ministry of Housing and Urban Development to co-ordinate urban development programme," Obasanjo added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037729&dte=07/02/2003
Temperature in Kigali rises to record high in ten years 

Kigali, Rwanda (PANA) - Outside temperature in Kigali this week reached 32.6°C for the first time in ten years, and could mount to 36°C on Friday, the national meteorological service warned. Hot temperature has never been so strong since 10 February 1993, when the thermometer registered 32.7°C, while seasonal averages that year measured between 20 and 25 degrees Celsius.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037683&dte=07/02/2003
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ROE

UNEP or UN in the news

Brussels office contribution:

Euractiv, a portal specialising on EU policy and related news, publishes on 6 February the following, quoting UNEP and Toepfer on global phase-out of mercury:

http://www.euractiv.com/cgi-bin/cgint.exe/?targ=1&204&OIDN=1504602  

General Environment news

Financial Times, 7 February:

US to unveil greenhouse gas commitments

The White House will next week unveil commitments from US companies to curb emissions of greenhouse gases.

The promises stem from President George W. Bush's effort to enlist industry support for his climate change initiative, which aims for an 18 per cent reduction in "greenhouse gas emissions intensity" - measured against gross domestic product over the next decade.

The formal announcement is expected at a meeting at the White House on February 12. 

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030207000929&query=White+House+to+unveil+corporate+greenhouse&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
_______________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA Media Update

On the occasion of the 5th National Day of Wild Life, the Secretary General of the General Bureau for Fisheries, Environment, and Wildlife published his book no.15 on Eco –Tourism which is within the Wildlife book series prepared by the Bureau. 

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/Articles.asp?Article=50796&Sn=BNEW
On 22 February, Qatar is hosting a Workshop on Dealing with the House Wastes, organized by the Environment Affairs Department in the General Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in coordination with the Higher Council of Environment and Natural Reserves of Qatar.   

http://www.al-watan.com/data/20030209/index.asp?content=local4#2
The passport offices started issuing certificates for importing animals

Next month, The Higher Council of Environment and Natural Reserves in Qatar starting to register all the Falcons in the country for three months, to begin with the passport process according to the CITIES agreement which Qatar signed in August 2001.  

http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=54774&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
Under the patronage of HRH Prince Sultan Bin Abdel Aziz, the Chief of the Higher Agency of Wildlife, the Faculty of Education organized a Seminar on “Better Environment” in King Khaled University in Saudi Arabia 22-23 February.  

http://www.alyaum.com/issue/page1.php?fldPageID=1&PHPSESSID=01ac7b2db4d9d809f0fc549ac53ce308
In the report of the achievements of the  Ministry of Water in Jordan, they included water awareness concepts in the schools curricula. Moreover, the ministry accomplished a distinguished achievements in 2002. They prepared an action plan for water sector 2002-2006 to reach their goals.      

http://www.addustour.com/News/ViewSectionNews.asp?NID=24055&SID=1
           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **UNMOVIC

           Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC),

     in a brief stop-over in Vienna -– on his way to Baghdad -– addressed a group of inspector trainees at the Vienna

     International Centre.

           The group of 57 men and women from 22 countries, having completed their three-week training course, are

     going back to their respective countries and are now on a roster from which UNMOVIC can draw personnel for future

     inspections.

           In his address to the trainees, Blix said the disarmament of Iraq through the inspection process is an

     alternative to the avenue of armed conflict.  “I think everybody would like to see effective inspections to be the way to

     disarmament”, he said, “this is certainly the wish of the Arab world, all Europeans and I‘m convinced also of President

     Bush and Mr. Blair whom we saw yesterday”.

           Blix stressed that the disarmament process requires active cooperation from Iraq, both on process and

     substance.

           The Executive Chairman said a lot had been done during the eight years of the previous inspection regime but

     that now the pace of disarmament needs to quicken.  “The world is not going to wait another eight years”, Blix told the

     group.

           Blix, as you know, will be in Baghdad for meetings with Iraqi officials on Saturday and Sunday, as will the

     International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Muhammad ElBaradei.

           As for the inspections themselves, yesterday evening in Baghdad, a private interview was conducted for the

     first time with an Iraqi biological scientist.  He was alone.  The interview lasted 3 hours and 32 minutes.  And during

     the interview, a number of issues were addressed.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has not scheduled any meetings or consultations for today.

           The next scheduled Council meeting will be closed consultations on the subject of Angola and that will be

     next Wednesday, a day after the United Nations is closed for the Eid holiday.

           Yesterday, shortly after the noon briefing, the Council ended its open meeting on Kosovo by adopting a

     presidential statement in which it welcomed the progress made in 2002 and reaffirmed its full support of targets in eight

     key areas for Kosovo's progress, as well as its commitment to a multi-ethnic and democratic Kosovo.

           **Secretary-General to Williamsburg

           The snowstorm along the east coast today is forcing the Secretary-General to postpone his departure to

     Williamsburg, Virginia until tomorrow.

           The Secretary-General still intends to deliver an address at a ceremony marking the 310th anniversary of

     William and Mary College.

           We may not be able to give you embargoed copies of the speech until tomorrow morning, in which case we’ll

     send it to the lid list by e-mail.  If we can make it available to you this afternoon, we will.

           **Secretary-General names Tevoedjre Special Envoy for Côte d’Ivoire

           The Secretary-General today informed the Security Council that he is appointing Albert Tevoedjre as his

     Special Envoy for Côte d’Ivoire.  He had originally indicated to the Council his intention to name an envoy during a

     briefing on Côte d’Ivoire on 28 January.

           Tevoedjre, a national of Benin, was a former Member of Parliament there, as well as a former Minister.  He

     also had been Deputy Director-General of the International Labour Organization.

           Mr. Tevoedjre is in the building today for briefings and he will be leaving for the region over the weekend.  He is

     expected to arrive in Côte d’Ivoire on Tuesday.  We have bios in English and in French.

           **Côte d’Ivoire -- Rights

           We have this from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR), just came

     in:  The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, today expressed grave concern

     over the growing violence in the Ivory Coast, condemning “death squad” activity and the propaganda carried by some

     national media aimed at inciting war and encouraging hatred and xenophobia.

           The High Commissioner reminded all concerned that grave human rights violations are punishable as

     international crimes and declared his readiness to advise the Secretary-General to seize the Security Council of such

     crimes if needed.  

           The High Commissioner also underlined the essential role of neutral, independent and impartial media in

     national reconciliation, as set out in the Programme of Government and National Reconciliation of the

     Linas-Marcoussis Agreement of last month, and in the recommendations of the recent United Nations human rights

     mission to the Ivory Coast.

           We have the full text of the statement available in my office.

           **Cote d’Ivoire -- Humanitarian

           Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the Crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, has just

     completed visits to Ghana, Burkina Faso, Liberia, and Guinea, where she got a first-hand look at the effects the crisis

     is having on neighbouring countries.  Upon her return to Abidjan, she urged donors to address the regional impacts. 

     “There is a lot that needs to be done by the international community to help”, she said, “I think we should be generous

     at this time”.

           The United Nations has issued a Flash Appeal for $22 million to meet humanitarian needs caused by the

     crisis in Côte d’Ivoire.  To date, only 11 per cent of the funds requested have been received.

           You can find a summary of her trips available in my office.

           Also on Côte d’Ivoire, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said that a decision by the UN in New York to

     tighten security for UN staff in the country has not directly affected its operations so far.

           In Tabou, the emergency repatriation of stranded and targeted Liberian refugees continues.  To date, over

     1,780 refugees have returned to Liberia with the help of UNHCR.

           We have more in a briefing note upstairs.

           **Liberia

           According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, access to western Liberia for

     humanitarian staff and goods has been cut off by the recent fighting.

           Displaced people, mostly women and children, continue to arrive at the camps around Monrovia.  Aid agencies

     in these camps have recorded a total of 5,881 persons as of 5 February and the numbers are increasing.

           The UN agencies on the ground report that Sierra Leonean refugees and Liberian displaced persons sheltering

     outside the capital have fled the camps in which they stayed.

           Militias are reportedly harassing and taking valuables from the fleeing population, while rebels have reportedly

     abducted a number of persons.  Arriving displaced mothers are also reporting missing children.

           Aid agencies are responding to the situation at the camps with registration of new arrivals, family tracing

     services and distribution of food and non-food items.

           **Occupied Territories Environmental Plan

           Environment Ministers gathered in Nairobi for the meeting of the United Nations Environment Programme

     (UNEP) Governing Council have unanimously endorsed the report on the environmental situation in the occupied

     Palestinian territories.

           Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, said governments around the world have made it clear that the

     situation was cause for real concern.  He said “Our main hope for the region is that the conflict an be resolved and the

     suffering brought to an end”.

           Toepfer also paid tribute to both Israel and the Palestinian Authority for their cooperation and said UNEP

     looked forward to working with them on implementing the recommendations.

           We have a press release on that with more details.

           **DR Congo

           The UN mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) announced today that it had voluntarily

     repatriated to Rwanda nine former combatants, along with four of their dependents.

           The group left Lubumbashi, in the south of the DRC, for Kigali.  After spending 45 days in a government

     centre, they will be re-integrated into civilian life in Rwanda.

           To date, the UN mission has organized the return of more than 850 former combatants and their dependents.

           For more information, you can see a press release.

           **UNDP

           South Asia, home to 1.4 billion people, needs to carry out major reforms in rural areas to achieve high levels of

     human development, according to a report released yesterday in Kathmandu, Nepal, titled “Human Development in

     South Asia 2002:  Agriculture and Rural Development”.

           According to the report, prepared by Pakistan’s Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre with support from

     the UN Development Programme (UNDP), South Asia’s substantial progress in agriculture has not been adequate to

     reduce the region’s huge poverty rates.  More than a third of the region’s people -– or some 530 million in all -– live on

     less than a dollar a day.

           The report calls women the “invisible and unrecognized backbone” of South Asian agriculture, but adds that in

     rural areas, they remain hostage to feudal traditions.  Henning Karcher, UNDP’s Resident Representative in Nepal,

     says, “Administrative structures have not shown adequate sensitivity to rural women’s needs, and as a result,

     women’s programs are still peripheral”.

           We have more information on that upstairs.

           **ICC

           The Assembly of States Parties for the International Criminal Court had by this morning elected 14 of the

     Court’s 18 judges, following nine rounds of balloting, in which seven male and seven female judges were elected.

           The winners included the current President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, Judge

     Navanethem Pillay of South Africa, and the Chairman of the Court’s Preparatory Commission, Ambassador Philippe

     Kirsch of Canada.

           The balloting is continuing today, to pick the remaining four judges.  As a result, the press conference today

     on the Assembly’s proceedings that had been scheduled for 12:30p.m. has been cancelled.

           Speaking of Courts, the International Court of Justice or World Court, yesterday elected a new President,

     Judge Shi Jiuyong of China, who will replace Gilbert Guillaume of France as the Court’s presiding judge for a three-year

     term.  Judge Raymond Ranjeva of Madagascar was elected Vice President.

           **Jamaica

           Asma Jahangir, the special rapporteur for the Commission on Human Rights dealing with extrajudicial,

     summary or arbitrary executions, will visit Jamaica from 17 to 27 February, and will meet with government officials, as

     well as representatives of the police, the judiciary and the security forces.  She will also meet with legal officials and

     members of civil society.

           The visit comes at her request, and has been agreed to by the Jamaican Government.

           **Press Releases

           One more press release to highlight for you today.  Following a three-day meeting with health officials from

     West African countries, the World Health Organization has issued a joint Action Plan for the region.  The World Health

     Organization says it needs $3.5 million to implement the plan, which is based on enhanced coordination, health

     assessments with disease surveillance and emergency public health response.  The meeting was organized as a part

     of the UN situation analysis mission led by the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy to the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire,

     Carolyn McAskie.

           **The Week ahead at the United Nations

           We have “The Week Ahead” for you.

           **Press conference

           A press conference to announce for Monday:  At 11:15 a.m. the Mission of Spain to the UN is sponsoring a

     press conference with two NGOs Airline Ambassadors International and Peace and Cooperation, on the launching of

     their 2003 international youth Art Competition.  This year’s theme is “The protection of the environment”.

           **UNCA Club

           Finally, UNCA asked me to invite you all to hear Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation.  He

     will brief you off the record in the UNCA Club today at 1 p.m. over sandwiches.

           That’s all I have for you.  Anything before we go to Richard?  Yes, Serge?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, you mentioned the visit of Hans Blix to Geneva regarding the training of the inspectors.  Can

     you refresh our memories how the inspectors were selected and who are conducting the training?

           Spokesman:  The principle difference between UNMOVIC and United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM)

     is that all the inspectors for UNMOVIC are hired by the UN and paid by the UN and subject to UN personnel rules and

     procedures, whereas UNSCOM accepted gratis a number of inspectors donated by governments.  So, the training

     programme is organized by UNMOVIC and carried out by their staff.  And the inspectors were chosen on the basis of

     applications.  Their background and expertise is evaluated and if they have what UNMOVIC thinks is needed for the

     inspections, they’re invited in to be trained.   Then they’re, as I said already, they return to their capitals.  They remain

     on call for when they’d actually be needed.

           Question:  How is it with the question of allegiance?  To whom do they pledge their allegiance?

           Spokesman:  As UN staff members they would sign the standard employee contract form that says that they

     will not accept instructions from any government.  They will only take their orders from the Secretary-General or in this

     case, from Hans Blix.  Yes?

           Question:  I have two questions.  Is there anything you can say at this point on Mr. Annan’s speech

     tomorrow?  And secondly, has Mr. Annan considered going to Baghdad?

           Spokesman:  On the first question, no.  It’s still being written and refined.  So, I can’t really say anything

     about it at this point.  On your second question, he personally addressed that when he was asked at the stakeout

     position earlier this week.  And he said he is not going and has no plan of going to Baghdad.  Yes?

           Question:  I believe you said that in Liberia it was Liberia or rebels who were abducting people from refugee

     camps, including children?  Was there any indication that the children were being taken for soldiers or anything?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have any further details on that.  If you check with the documentation we have upstairs

     they might have more details.  But I don’t know anything more.  Yes?

           [He later announced that the UN can confirm that civilians are being abducted and forcibly recruited, but we

     lack reliable information on children.]

           Question:  Is there going to be a press conference from Mr. Blix after the meeting in Baghdad?

           Spokesman:  Yes.  I think we announced yesterday that a press conference is planned for 7 p.m. local time in

     Baghdad on Sunday and that he and Dr. ElBaradei will then be flying out early Monday morning.

           Okay.  Richard.

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           Yesterday, President Kavan met in Washington with the Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund

     (IMF) Mr. Horst Koehler.  They discussed the strengthening of cooperation between the United Nations and IMF and

     preparations for the upcoming meetings of the General Assembly, particularly the participation of the IMF at the

     High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development that is to be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York in late

     October 2003.

           This morning, President Kavan chaired the fourth meeting of the Ad hoc working group on integrated follow-up

     to UN conferences and summits in the economic and social fields, particularly this meeting was on the work

     programme and schedule of meetings of the group. 

           President Kavan then went on to chair the first meeting of the open-ended working group on the fourth special

     session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

           Any questions?

           Spokesman:  If not, you should all go home early before you get snowed in.  Enjoy your weekend.

                                              * *** _________________________________________________________________________________
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*
Disarmament through effective inspections alternative to armed conflict, Blix says

*
UN officials conduct 3 more private interviews as inspections press forward in Iraq

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN’s top rights official condemns ‘death squad’ activity

*
UN continues repatriation of Liberians from Côte d’Ivoire amidst tighter security

*
Aid, access to western Liberia cut off due to heavy fighting – UN

*
15 0f 18 judges elected to International Criminal Court

*
Governments back UN study to rescue natural resources in Palestinian territories 

*
Rural reforms can reduce poverty in South Asia, UN-backed report says

*
DR of Congo: UN repatriates former combatants to Rwanda

*
UN urges help for health sector in war-stricken West Africa

*
Millions of urban children live in life-threatening environments, UNICEF reports

*
Poverty eradication critical in improving access to food, UN envoy says

* * * *

Iraq: inspections

7 February – The disarmament of Iraq through the inspection process is an alternative to the avenue of armed conflict, the chief United Nations arms inspector, Hans Blix, said today in Vienna, where he made a brief stopover on his way to Baghdad for further talks with Iraqi officials this weekend.
“I think everybody would like to see effective inspections to be the way to disarmament,” Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), said in an address to a group of inspector trainees. “This is certainly the wish of the Arab world, all Europeans and I’m convinced also of [US] President Bush and [UK Prime Minister Tony] Blair.”

The group of 57 men and women from 22 countries, having completed their three-week training course, are going back to their respective countries and are now on a roster from which UNMOVIC can draw personnel for future inspections.

In his statement, Mr. Blix also stressed that the disarmament process requires active cooperation from Iraq, both on process and substance. “We had eight years there when a lot was achieved, but we would like to have a disarmament that is quicker than that,” the Executive Chairman said. “The world is not going to wait another eight years.”

Mr. Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), are expected to arrive tomorrow in Baghdad, where they will hold two days of talks with senior Iraqi officials. A press conference is scheduled for the conclusion of the discussions on Sunday evening.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

7 February – United Nations officials conducted three more private interviews today with Iraqi individuals as inspection activities continued at various facilities.

According to a UN spokesman in Baghdad, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) conducted two separate private interviews with Iraqi individuals. The questioning of a senior scientist lasted approximately four hours while another interview with a missile expert lasted approximately two-and-a-half hours. In both cases, no Iraqi witnesses were present during either interview, which addressed a number of relevant issues.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) also conducted a private interview with an Iraqi chemical engineer. No Iraqi witness was present during that interview, which lasted approximately two-and-a-half hours. “A broad range of technical matters was covered during the interview,” spokesman Hiro Ueki said.

In today’s inspection activities, an UNMOVIC chemical team visited the Al Wathba Water Project in Baghdad, while multidisciplinary teams inspected two sites, the Suwaira Stores Plant Protection Division, which stores pesticides, and the Technical Institute, which trains skilled workers.

In Al Kut, approximately 150 kilometres southeast of Baghdad, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected a combined agricultural and ammunition storage site. A second biological team performed an aerial inspection on two sites: the Samarra Drug Industry and the Salah Ad Din State Company.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC missile team inspected the Al Waziriyah site, which is the headquarters for the development of the Al Samoud Missile.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

7 February – The top United Nations human rights official today expressed grave concern over the growing violence in Côte d’Ivoire, condemning the propaganda carried by some national media aimed at inciting war, hatred and xenophobia.


The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, reminded all concerned that grave human rights violations are punishable as international crimes and declared his readiness to advise UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to seize the Security Council of such crimes if needed. Backing the Council’s call last Wednesday, he urged the country’s authorities and rebel movements to take all necessary measures to put an end to the violence and punish those responsible. 


The Commissioner also underlined the essential role of an independent and impartial media in national reconciliation, as set out in the Programme of Government and National Reconciliation of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement of last month, and in the recommendations of the recent UN human rights mission to Côte d’Ivoire. 

Meanwhile, Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, has just completed visits to Ghana, Burkina Faso, Liberia, and Guinea, where she got a first-hand look at the effects of the crisis on neighbouring countries. 

“There is a lot that needs to be done by the international community to help. I think we should be generous at this time,” she said in Abidjan, urging donors to address the crisis.  The United Nations has issued a Flash Appeal for $22 million to meet humanitarian needs, but only 11 per cent of funds requested have been received.

 In New York, the Secretary-General today appointed Albert Tevoedjre as his Special Envoy for Côte d’Ivoire. A national of Benin, Mr. Tevoedjre was a former Member of Parliament and Minister. He also served as Deputy Director General of the International Labour Organization. Mr. Tevoedjre will leave New York for the region this weekend and is expected to arrive in Côte d’Ivoire on Tuesday. 

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

7 February – Despite the United Nations recent tightening of security rules for its staff in Côte d’Ivoire because of the deteriorating security situation there, the world body’s refugee agency said today that decision has not directly affected its operations so far, as repatriation efforts continued.

In Tabou, in the southwest of the country, the emergency repatriation of stranded and targeted Liberian refugees continued, as more than 1,780 refugees have returned home with the help of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Some of about 1,000 frightened Liberians who sought refuge in the agency’s office compound in Tabou have now been transferred to a newly rehabilitated transit centre near the city, UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski said in Geneva. At the compound were also a number of Liberian nationals not registered as refugees who will be transferred in the coming days to a community shelter in town.

“We hope to transfer all people remaining in our compound by the end of the week,” Mr. Janowski said. “Our operations in Côte d’Ivoire will soon be reinforced by the arrival of an emergency coordinator who will oversee UNHCR’s work in all Côte d’Ivoire.”

Since the conflict erupted last September, UNHCR has been forced to redirect its operations from routine assistance and local integration projects for 72,000 Liberian and Sierra Leonean refugees to crisis management and provision of emergency relief to refugees directly affected by the turmoil.
* * *

Liberia

7 February – Humanitarian crises in the West African region continue to mount in the aftermath of Côte d’Ivoire’s five-month civil war as the United Nations reported today that intensified fighting in western Liberia has cut-off humanitarian access to huge numbers of displaced people.


According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) the displaced – mostly women and children fleeing ahead of fresh clashes in the area – continue to stream into camps in and around Monrovia, Liberia’s capital.  


With access to humanitarian staff and goods cut-off, aid agencies already in these camps have been left to deal with the influx. As of last Wednesday, they have recorded a total of 5,881 persons arriving from Dewoin district in Tubmanburg, Mecca/Suehn and villages across the Po river. The numbers are increasing, OCHA said. 

Sierra Leonean refugees and Liberian displaced persons sheltering outside the capital, meanwhile, have fled the camps in which they were staying.


Militias are reportedly harassing and robbing the fleeing populations of their valuables. Arriving displaced mothers are also reporting missing children. Meanwhile, OCHA says that rebels, in retreat, have reportedly abducted a number of persons from Cheesemanburg.

Teams led by representatives of non-governmental organizations and aid agencies in the camps are continuing to register new arrivals and provide them with food and non-food items, as well as health care, and family tracing services.

* * *

ICC

7 February – At United Nations headquarters today, the countries taking part in the organizing assembly for the world’s only permanent war crimes tribunal, elected four more of the required 18 judges who will be the first to serve on that new judicial body.

The first resumed session of the Assembly of States Parties to the International Criminal Court (ICC), which began Monday, has now elected 15 judges out of a pool of 43 candidates to the tribunal. 

The three judges elected by secret ballot this morning were Adrian Fulford of the United Kingdom, Hans-Peter Kaul of Germany and Anita Usacka of Latvia. Ms. Usacka joins six other women already elected. In the afternoon session, Rene Blattmann of Bolivia was elected.

They join Georghios M. Pikis of Cyprus, Philippe Kirsch of Canada and Erkki Kourula of Finland, who were elected yesterday morning. 

Karl Hudson-Phillips of Trinidad and Tobago, Maureen Harding Clark of Ireland, Fatoumata Dembele Diarra of Mali, Sang-hyun Song of the Republic of Korea, Sylvia Helena de Figueiredo Steiner of Brazil, Akua Kuenyehia of Ghana, Elizabeth Odio Benito of Costa Rica, and Navanethem Pillay of South Africa were all elected earlier.

All the judges elected this week will be sworn in when the Court is inaugurated in The Hague on 11 March. 

The Court is expected to be operational by the end of 2003 and will be the world’s only permanent tribunal for prosecuting individuals responsible for war crimes, including genocide, and crimes against humanity, and, eventually, the crime of aggression. The Court will have jurisdiction only over crimes committed after 1 July 2002, when the Statute entered into force.

* * *

Occupied Palestinian Territories

7 February – Spurred to action by a groundbreaking United Nations study revealing escalating environmental damage to the Occupied Palestinian Territories, governments today backed a dramatic ecological action plan they hope will benefit the region, as well as people on both sides of the conflict.


Environment ministers from across the world attending the final day of the UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) annual Governing Council, in Nairobi, Kenya, unanimously endorsed a desk report – compiled last year by the agency’s Post-Conflict Assessment Unit – on the environmental situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.



Calling the decision a clear assessment that global leaders wished UNEP to work with Israel and the Palestinian Authority to reverse the rapid environmental deterioration in the region, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said, “Environmental cooperation can be a tool in the peace process.”  

Governments have asked the agency to act as an impartial moderator, when requested by both parties, to assist in solving urgent environmental problems with a view to achieving common goals.


Today’s decision also backed a package of over 130 recommendations aimed at improving a wide range of environmental issues in the territories, including water supplies, the disposal of wastes, land degradation and the threats to wildlife and habitats.


Stressing that the report and the recommendations endorsed today could not have been possible without the cooperation of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, Mr. Toepfer said, “Our main hope for the region is that the conflict can be resolved and the suffering brought to an end. We are ready to do this.”

The Governing Council decision acknowledges the report’s conclusions that the Middle East is a “meeting point” of escalating environmental threats – particularly the case in the Palestinian Territories, where long-term environmental degradation spanning several conflicts has been exacerbated by protracted refugee situations and rapid population growth. 


It calls upon Governments and international organizations to “support the rehabilitation of the environment and reconstruction of damaged environmental infrastructure, and thus to assist the environmental authorities concerned in their efforts to address urgent environmental needs in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.” Updating the Palestinian Authority’s National Environmental Action Plan and support from the international community for implementing it should also be a priority.

* * *

South Asia

7 February – South Asia, home to 1.4 billion people, needs to carry out major reforms to build a system of agriculture and rural development that is both growth-oriented and human-centred, according a report compiled with the help of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

The substantial progress South Asia has made in agricultural production, has been “neither adequate nor equitable enough to reduce the region’s huge backlog of poverty,” said Farid Rahman, Acting President of the Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre in Islamabad, Pakistan, which prepared the report with support from UNDP. 

The challenge for South Asia is to carry out major reforms in rural areas to achieve high levels of human development, according to the UN-backed report, “Human Development in South Asia 2002: Agriculture and Rural Development,” released yesterday in Kathmandu, Nepal.

According to the compilers of the report, agricultural reforms have not been adequate to reduce the region’s huge poverty rates. More than one third of the region’s people – or some 530 million in all – live on less than $1 a day. The report covers Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Small farms should be the centre of the revival of agriculture and rural development, according to the study, and the incentive system that is provided to commercial farming should not be at the expense of the vast majority of the rural populace. 

Women are the “invisible and unrecognized backbone” of South Asian agriculture, the report says, adding that in rural areas, they remain hostage to feudal traditions. Henning Karcher, UNDP’s Resident Representative in Nepal, says, “Administrative structures have not shown adequate sensitivity to rural women’s needs, and as a result, women’s programs are still peripheral.”

The report stresses that human development and economy are linked with each other intrinsically. Education, healthcare, water supply, sanitation and other social services require resources. Human development can only be achieved through the equitable distribution of the benefits of economic growth among the people.

The report recommends accelerated investment in agricultural research, technology, and infrastructure, including agricultural marketing and irrigation facilities. It also stresses that for South Asian countries to benefit from globalization in agricultural trade, it is important that the “rich and prosperous proponents” of free trade in the North play a fairer game by eliminating large agricultural subsidies.

* * * 

DR of Congo

7 February – Continuing its voluntary demobilization programme for ex-combatants in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations mission in that country said today that it had repatriated to Rwanda nine former fighters, along with four of their dependents.

The group left Lumumbashi in the southern part of the DRC, for Kigali, where they will spend 45 days in a government centre before they re-integrate into civilian life.

To date, the UN mission has organized the return of more than 850 former combatants and their dependents. 


* * *

West Africa

7 February – As years of conflict and civil unrest continue to weaken the health sector in West Africa, the United Nations lead health agency today called for immediate donor support in order to avoid a total break down of the region’s systems.

The World Health Organization (WHO) issued a joint Action Plan to alleviate human suffering in crisis-shaken West Africa during a three-day meeting in Accra with regional health officials. According to the agency, the proposed plan focuses on enhancing coordination, disease surveillance and emergency response. It also includes health worker training, surveillance of the population’s nutritional status and supply of essential drugs and vaccines. To help implement these activities, WHO said it needs a total of $3.5 million for the next nine months.

“WHO urges donors to respond to the humanitarian disaster in West Africa,” Dr. Melville George, WHO’s Representative in Ghana, told the meeting. “We must take immediate action to assist countries to deal with the crisis.”

The meeting was organized as part of a UN situation analysis mission led by Carolyn McAskie, Secretary General Kofi Annan’s Humanitarian Envoy to the crisis in Côte d’ Ivoire. The ongoing political turmoil has disrupted the health system in the northern part of that country where more than 85 per cent of health workers have given up their homes and jobs. Bordering countries are also suffering related effects, with the mass movement of populations from Côte d’Ivoire to Liberia, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Mali and Guinea. Health services have not had a chance to prepare for such an influx.

The health status of all West African countries remains far below minimum standards and epidemics, such as cholera, diarrhoea, yellow fever and meningitis, have caused devastation in the region. Malaria kills thousands of children each year and HIV/AIDS spreads rapidly among the civilian population and refugees.

* * *

UNICEF

7 February – Asserting that tens of millions of urban children around the world are living in poverty and life-threatening environments, the United Nations lead agency for youngsters said today municipal authorities need to place the best interest of the child at the forefront of their decision-making.

Many urban children live in chronic poverty and are marginalized, spending their nights on the streets where they risk violence and exploitation, says the report, “Poverty and Exclusion among Urban Children,” released today by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Innocenti Research Centre (IRC).

“These children deserve to live in a protective environment – one that safeguards them from abuse and exploitation. This was the commitment reaffirmed by Heads of State and Government in 2002 at the Special Session on Children and we need to take it seriously and translate it into action,” UNICEF Deputy Director Kul Gautam said at the launch of the report, which coincides with a conference in Florence, Italy, on the rights of urban children.

The report also notes that in 2002, an estimated one billion children lived in urban areas – close to half the world’s youngsters. Over 80 per cent of these children live in Africa, Asia and Latin America, and their numbers are growing fast. Many low-income countries still have urban child mortality rates as high as 100 to 200 per 1,000 live births, with high percentages of poor urban children only partially vaccinated, or not vaccinated at all. There are also high levels of anaemia and a high proportion of severely undernourished children.

* * *

Least developed countries

7 February – Effective national and international policies, anchored in an action plan adopted in 2001 in Brussels, could help meet the challenge of eradicating the hunger and poverty faced by more than 600 million people in the world’s least developed countries (LDCs), a United Nations envoy has said.

Anwarul Karim Chowdhury, UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, noted that the basic objective of the Brussels Programme of Action is to achieve substantial progress in meeting the Millennium Development Goals of halving poverty by 2015 and promoting sustainable development.

“Poverty eradication is critical in improving access to food,” he said in a statement to the executive board of the UN World Food Programme (WFP) Wednesday in Rome. “Food and nutritional security must be part of a larger framework of sustainable rural development and of poverty eradication.”

The High Representative welcomed WFP’s extensive efforts in creating emergency and development programmes worldwide, and noted the agency’s recent work in the Horn of Africa and southern Africa, where most countries are LDCs. “Food aid for development purposes assists national governments and local communities to realize their development objectives by helping the hungry and the poor to create assets and skills that benefit them and their communities,” he said.

* *** *
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�� HYPERLINK  \l "Afghan" ��BBC - Afghan wetlands almost 'dried out'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ravage" ��ENS - Afghanistan's Environment Ravaged by War�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Support" ��AFP - Afghanistan Calls For Global Support to Reconstruct Ruined Environment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Toll" ��The Times of India - War has taken toll on Afghan environment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cloud" ��The Times of India - Asian Brown Cloud� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Birds" ��Toronto Star -So, you think birds in your area make a mess . . .� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kenya" ��The Irish Times   -- UN cools it in Kenya to sell green ideal�


� HYPERLINK  \l "SouthKorea" ��BBC - South Korea to host UN environment meetings next year�
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