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BBC

Earth's cloud forests threatened 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


Pressures are mounting on one of the Earth's rarest and most distinctive types of forest, scientists have found. 
The alert comes from the UK-based World Conservation Monitoring Centre, now a part of the UN Environment Programme. 

It says the threats to the world's cloud forests, which shelter thousands of rare species and provide water for millions of people, are increasing. 

The centre says the extent of the cloud forests is about one-fifth smaller than scientists had previously believed. 

Near the summits 
The forests are found in tropical mountains, and at some point virtually every day they are enveloped in cloud. 

They sometimes grow as low as 500m (1,650 feet) in coastal regions, but are typically found at 2-3,000m (6,550-9,850 feet). 

Unep-WCMC has produced its report, Cloud Forest Agenda, with IUCN-The World Conservation Union and Unesco. It is being launched at a meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which runs from 9 to 20 February. 

The authors relied on satellite data to establish that cloud forests cover just under 400,000 sq km (98,840,000 acres) worldwide, less than 2.5% of the Earth's tropical rain forests. 

Mark Collins of Unep-WCMC said of the report: "A key finding is that cloud forests are rarer than thought, with the true area 20% less than the previous estimate of half a million square kilometres." 

The researchers found about 60% of cloud forests are in Asia, not in Latin America as had been thought. About 25% of the share is there, with the remaining 15% in Africa. 

The report says: "The ability of cloud forests to strip and retain moisture from cloud and fogs is key to abundant, clean and predictable water supplies in many areas, especially during dry seasons. 

"The cloud forests of La Tigra National Park in Honduras provide over 40% of the water for the 850,000 people living in the capital, Tegucigalpa. 

Genetic treasury 
Apart from their utility, cloud forests are home to many species found nowehere else on Earth, including the mountain gorilla of Africa, the spectacled bear, and the resplendent quetzal, Guatemala's national symbol. 

The report says wild relatives of key food crops often grow in the forests, making them important gene pools. 

Threats include farming, poaching, fires, logging, road-building and the introduction of alien species. But the authors think climate change could be the biggest danger. 

Philip Bubb of Unep-WCMC, one of the authors, said: "A unique feature of these forests is that they can capture moisture through condensation from the clouds. 

"If temperatures rise one degree in the lowland this equates to two degrees in the mountains and can result in the clouds lifting and the cloud forest drying out." 

Antediluvian memories 
Mr Bubb told BBC News Online: "Often the forests are growing at the top of the mountains, and have nowhere to retreat to from the rising temperature. And the increasing heat make the clouds rise anyway. 

"My chief memory of the forests is of their stunning beauty. They're like something out of The Lord of the Rings, great tall trees covered in ferns and orchids. The birdsong echoes through the cool moist air, and they feel very ancient places." 

Story from BBC NEWS:
Financial Times (London, England)
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UN warns of growing threat to 'cloud forests' CONSERVATION:

BYLINE: By VANESSA HOULDER

DATELINE: LONDON 

BODY:


Urgent action is needed to preserve the world's "cloud forests", the lush mountain forests that harbour numerous endangered species and often play a vital role in supplying fresh water, the United Nations Environment Programme warned yesterday.

Cloud forests are under threat from agriculture, road-building and climate change, according to a study launched at a meeting of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the international conservation treaty, in Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia.

"All tropical forests are under threat, but cloud forests are uniquely threatened both by human pressures and by climate change impacting on temperature, rainfall and the formation of clouds in mountain areas," said the study by UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre, the IUCN - the world conservation union - and Unesco. 

The economic and ecological importance of cloud forests is out of all proportion to their size which, in total, cover just 400,000 square km, or less than 2.5 per cent of the world's tropical rain forests.

Their ability to strip moisture from clouds and fog plays a crucial role in providing year-round water supplies for many agricultural areas and cities, including Quito in Ecuador, Mexico City and Dar Es Salaam.

In Honduras, cloud forests provide over 40 per cent of the water used by Tegucigalpa, the capital.

The unique conditions make them home to numerous species found nowhere else in the world. They include the mountain gorillas of Africa and the Resplendent Quetzal, a colourful bird that is the national symbol of Guatemala.

They also include the wild relatives of many crops, such as tomatoes, potatoes and peppers, providing important gene pools for crop improvements.

The ability of the forests to capture moisture from clouds makes them unusually sensitive to climate change. As temperatures rise, the clouds lift, making the cloud forests dry out.

The study highlighted a number of innovative approaches to preserving cloud forests.

Costa Rica, for example, passed legislation in 1996 that introduced payments for landowners who have conserved or re-established forests.

Hydro-electric companies also pay up to Dollars 40 a hectare a year to landowners with cloud forests in recognition of their role in maintaining water supplies.
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Wake Forest Univesity

Cloud forest plants may not survive unprecedented climate change
By Cheryl Walker 
336.758.5237 
February 9, 2004

Many species of plants in the Amazon cloud forest may not survive the dramatic climate changes forecast to occur within the next 100 years, according to a new study published in the Feb. 6 issue of Science by Wake Forest University ecologist Miles Silman.

Silman, along with collaborators Mark Bush and Dunia Urrego of the Florida Institute of Technology, documented climate change and changes in forest composition occurring during the past 48,000 years in one of the world’s biodiversity hot spots. It is the first continuous record of Andean climate change.

They took sediment samples from a remote lake on the eastern slope of the Peruvian Andes and analyzed the fossilized pollen in each layer to determine what plants grew in the area and in what abundance from before the peak of the last ice age through modern times.

The data shows that the lower mountain forests of the Andes have a history of profound but not rapid climate change, suggesting that temperature change in these systems was gradual, perhaps averaging less than 1 degree Celsius (approximately 2 degrees Fahrenheit) per 1,000 years, said Silman, assistant professor of biology at Wake Forest. “An anticipated warming of 1 to 4 degrees Celsius within the next 100 years raises concerns for the long-term survival of these systems,” he said.

A 1 degree increase is the minimum estimate made by the International Panel on
Climate Change, and predictions made specifically for the eastern Andes show a 2-4 degree Celsius change is likely.

The minimum rate of predicted change would be 10 times greater than the most rapid temperature change that took place in the past 48,000 years.

“For species with narrow elevation ranges, the predicted rate of climate change may move them completely outside of their climatic niche space within only one or two plant generations,” Silman and his co-authors wrote in the study. “Climate change, coupled with habitat destruction, could cause Andean plant communities to experience greatly increased extinction rates.”

“The cloud forests in the eastern Andes and the adjacent Amazon basin have the highest biodiversity of any place in the world,” Silman said. “When we want to understand the impact of climate and climate change on biodiversity this is a critical area.”
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Temperature changes with elevation vary predictably, and plants have limited temperature ranges in which they grow well.

“Just think of the planting zones on the back of a garden seed packet,” Silman said. “In the Andes, all of these zones are compressed down to a few hundred meters wide. I could throw a rock across the elevational range of an entire species. Andean slopes have large numbers of native species with narrow altitudinal distributions and that makes the Andean system especially sensitive to past and present climate change.”

Species in the cloud forest do not have to make large migrations to stay in the climate range that would allow them to survive.

From the data collected, Silman and his fellow researchers determined the cloud forest existed at or near the site consistently for the past 48,000 years. The forests were more stable for longer periods of time than we expected, he said.

Because plant communities form the basis for all other biodiversity in these systems, stability is important.

“When we lose plant species and substantially alter the plant communities in other systems, we get cascading changes in the animal communities, and, importantly, changes in plant communities that can, in turn, cause further changes in climate,” Silman explained.

The area experienced an ice-age cooling of 5 to 9 degrees Celsius (about 9 to 16 degrees Fahrenheit) and then a gradual warming beginning about 19,000 years ago. The warming progressed steadily with no sudden accelerations.

The cloud forest maintained high diversity even after significant climate change, Silman said, but the unprecedented change in climate predicted in the next century could prove too challenging for the plants there.

Maintaining high diversity is important because “a lot of our technology — medicine, agriculture, even cleaning oil spills, is driven by genetic engineering,” Silman said. “We prospect for genes in the environment for all of these things. The Andean biodiversity hot spot is the largest single repository of genetic information on the planet, and we are in danger of what is tantamount to burning the library at Alexandria.”

Reuters Alert

Cloud forests, water source to millions, face risk
KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9 (Reuters) - A warming climate threatens tropical mountain forests that strip moisture from clouds and supply water to millions of people in Africa and Latin America, experts said in a U.N. report released on Monday.
Cloud forests in equatorial and sub-equatorial regions of Latin America, Africa and Asia, account for just 2.5 percent, or 400,000 sq km (154,000 sq miles) of world tropical forest cover. But the benefits are felt way beyond their boundaries.

Clean and predictable water supplies from such forests in La Tigra National park in Honduras meet 40 percent of demand in the capital Tegucigalpa, says the report, 'Cloud Forest Agenda'.

The capitals of Ecuador, Mexico and Tanzania are other cities that consume cloud forest water.

But the habitats could disappear because of a range of factors including a warmer climate, predicted by scientists as the result of increased atmospheric concentrations of sunlight-trapping gases released from fossil fuel burning.

"A unique feature of these forests is that they can capture moisture through condensation from the clouds, which also makes these habitats very sensitive to climate change," said Philip Bubb, one of the co-authors of the report, in a statement.

The risk was both to water supplies and the dozens of species found only in such habitats, he said.

Other risks include forest clearance for farming, fires, road construction and the introduction of species from other parts of the world.

Their combined effects could mean the loss of huge concentrations of unique mammal, bird and frog species, said the report, released as 2,000 delegates began a two-week meeting in Kuala Lumpur intended to stem the rate of global extinction.

Officials from 188 countries and other parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) will look at ways to curb the effects of climate change on species and promote greater protection for forests, river systems, oceans and mountains.

The meeting will also see developing countries -- home to the bulk of the world's species -- negotiate with developed ones over how they can benefit from protecting their assets and providing access to them.

Opening the meeting, Klaus Toepfer, chief of the United Nations Environment Programme, said efforts to slow global species loss and to cut poverty must go hand in hand.

"For the poorest of the poor, nature is wealth," he said. "We know that to have sustainable development, we have to concentrate on the financial capital, on the human capital but also the nature capital." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

SciDev.Net

Destruction of cloud forests threatens water supply [image: image1.png]
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Lisa Kirsebom
9 February 2004
Source: SciDev.Net



The world's cloud forests are under increasing threat of destruction, and their disappearance could have a devastating effect on millions in the developing world, according to a new report.

The report, entitled Cloud Forest Agenda, is being presented today by the Mountain Cloud Forest Initiative at the opening session of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. According to its authors, the report represents the first accurate mapping of the extent and importance of cloud forests.

"This report gives us, for the first time, maps of cloud forest distribution, regional overviews of the threats they face and an agenda for priority actions," says Mark Collins, director of United Nations Environment Programme's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) which collaborated on the report with the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).

The researchers found that cloud forest coverage had previously been overestimated and in fact amounts to less than 2.5 per cent of the world's tropical rainforest, equivalent to just under 400,000 square kilometres. Furthermore, the majority of cloud forests are found in Asia, rather than Latin America as originally thought. 

As well as offering a unique habitat that is home to some species that are not found anywhere else, many of the forests are of crucial economic importance to millions of people, mainly as a source of fresh water. Constantly wrapped in a mist, the trees retain moisture and provide an abundant supply of clean water year-round. Many farmers and rural communities depend on this, as well as inhabitants of fast-growing cities. For example, it is estimated that 40 per cent of water used in the capital city of Honduras comes from the cloud forests of La Tigra National Park.

"Often it is the poorest communities – among them indigenous peoples – who depend on the resources of these forests. Destroying them means taking away one of their fundamental lifelines," says Achim Steiner, director general of IUCN. 

The forests are under threat of clearance from agriculture, logging and construction. But their unique ecology and location on mountain slopes also makes them particularly sensitive to climate change. It is predicted that changes in temperature and rainfall will drive some forests into extinction and force others to spread to higher altitudes. Scientists are also concerned that a reduction in the amount of cloud at lower altitudes will cause drying out of the cloud forests.

The report's authors call for improved monitoring and conservation of cloud forests, including regeneration where necessary. They also highlight the need for local and national organisations to take a leading role as 'cloud forest champions'.

Scoop (Australia)

Protection For Resource-Rich Cloud Forests Urged
Tuesday, 10 February 2004, 11:01 am
Press Release: United Nations 
New UN Report Urges Protection For Resource-Rich Cloud Forests 

Forests continually bathed by cloud and fog are home to thousands of rare and endangered species and serve as a key water resource, but they are being threatened by climate change, agriculture and road-building, according to a new United Nations Environment Programme ( http://www.unep-wcmc.org/forest/cloudforest UNEP) report. 

In the first comprehensive report on cloud forests, the Nairobi-based agency says contrary to previous estimates, most of these fragile systems are found in Asia, not Latin America. It estimates that 60 per cent of the world's 400,000 square kilometres of cloud forests are found in Asia, 25 per cent in Latin America and 15 per cent in Africa. 

The document, entitled "Cloud Forest Report," is being launched at a 9 to 20 February meeting of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Noting that these relatively small areas play a disproportionately important economic role, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer voiced hope that the study "will not only trigger improved awareness of the need to conserve cloud forests, but lead to new partnerships and initiatives to conserve and restore them." 

These forests capture water from clouds and fog by condensation and provide that water to neighboring lowlands and to such cities as Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Quito, Ecuador, Mexico City, Mexico and Dar-es-Salaam, according to the report 

"Cloud forests are fantastically beautiful and lush, with orchids, mosses and ferns growing across every surface," says the report's co-author, Philip Bubb of UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre. "Each tree branch is like a garden in itself." 

UNEP says cloud forest tourism can be a valuable source of income for local people and thus a reason to conserve these habitats. It cites efforts to provide employment in forest tourism, including trips to see the mountain gorillas in the cloud forests of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and other s 

But the agency warns that commercial goals can also lead to harmful activities, such as logging, charcoal production, the introduction of faster-growing foreign vegetation -- or more profitable but illegal plants -- the hunting of rare animals and the building of tourism facilities like golf courses. 
The Star Online

Forests still under threat
By TAN CHENG LI 

DESIGNATING forests as protected areas is not a foolproof way of safeguarding biodiversity as they continue to be threatened by illegal logging, poaching, agricultural encroachments and over-harvesting of non-timber products.  

A survey by conservation group World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) on 200 protected areas in 34 countries – covering about 34 million ha, an area about the size of Germany – found that these sites lacked planning and monitoring, law enforcement, funding and often failed to include the concerns of indigenous people and local communities.  

The WWF also found that only 12% of these protected areas have approved management plans.   

“Protected areas have become like jewel boxes with highly valuable species. As species in surrounding areas are exploited and decline, the rich species in protected areas become valuable and easy targets,” says Leonardo Lacerda, manager of the WWF Protected Areas Initiative.   

The survey results were released at a press conference on the sideline of the Seventh Conference of the Parties held in Kuala Lumpur.  

He said the study also found an imbalance of funding for protected areas between European and developing countries.   

“The average budget for a protected area in Europe was eight times that of Latin America. And in Europe, a staff looked after 2,000ha while his Latin American counterpart is responsible for an area 40 times larger,” said Lacerda.  

To be successful, he said management of protected areas should at the very least include secure funding, good law enforcement, well-trained and committed staff, a good monitoring system as well as education and community outreach programmes.  

Lacerda says most parks were struggling to deal with people living within park boundaries and their needs. “When these communities and indigenous people are not consulted in the creation of the protected area, there will be problems,” he said.  

Thus he urged nations to look at community-created parks rather than state-created ones because large tracts of land were often owned by the community.  

In light of the survey results, WWF urged parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to address the problems plaguing the management of protected areas and to assess the management effectiveness of at least 30% of protected areas in each signatory country by 2010.  

“The future of the world’s biological riches relies very much on a strong network of protected areas. However, protected areas will work only if they are really protected, which currently is not always the case,” said Lacerda.  

Meanwhile, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warned that the world’s cloud forests, vital and unique habitats for thousands of rare and endangered species as well as supplier of water, are under increasing threat from factors such as agriculture, road construction and climate change.   

In a statement on the release of the report “Cloud Forest Agenda” , UNEP underlined the need for improved monitoring and conservation measures, including regeneration of damaged and degraded cloud forests if these habitats are to survive the 21st century.  

The report also found that these high altitude forests covered an area of under 400,000 sqkm or less than 2.5% of the globe’s tropical rainforest, and most of it was located in Asia rather Latin America as previously estimated.   

It singled out Indonesia and Papua New Guinea as priority areas as both hold large areas of cloud forest. Such forests often host species found nowhere else and are important water catchments.

ENS

World Meets to Ensure Diversity of Living Organisms 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia, February 9, 2004 (ENS) - "The survival of the human species depends on biological diversity. Without biodiversity, there would be no trees to produce oxygen, no water catchments and no biodegradation, so that organic waste would just accumulate," says Hamdallah Zedan, executive secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity. "The services provided by biodiversity are inestimable and yet, because they are free, they are often overlooked, to the point where biodiversity is still being lost at an alarming rate." 
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Hamdallah Zedan of Egypt is executive secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, now in its 10th year. (Photo courtesy IISD)
Zedan is in Kuala Lumpur at the Putra World Trade Centre today with more than 2,000 delegates from around the world for the opening of the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP7). 

Cabinet ministers and other government representatives, world renowned scientists, and delegates from nongovernmental organizations will consider as priority issues mountain ecosystems, protected areas, the transfer of technology and technology cooperation, and the provision of benefits to people, particularly indigenous people. 

The convention is expected to solidify a 10 year strategy to create a global system of marine protected areas by 2012 that includes the world’s oceans and seas beyond national jurisdiction. This high seas protected area network was agreed at the last Conference of Parties in April 2002. 

The conference is expected to follow up on the call for action issued at the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) to negotiate an international regime on access and benefit sharing, to help developing countries and indigenous peoples share in the wealth created by their native plants and organisms. 

Threats to biodiversity and to indigenous people affect industrialized as well as developing nations. Hawaiian sovereignty activist attorney Mililani Trask is among those urging the state of Hawaii to pass legislation prohibiting the sale or transfer of biological resources and biological diversity, including human genetic material. 

[image: image9.jpg]


Mililani Trask is a member of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (Photo courtesy PFII)
At a biodiversity forum in Honolulu last week in advance of COP7, Trask said a law is necessary because the University of Hawaii is proceeding with contracts to sell the rights to Hawaii's biogenetic resources to private corporations. 

The issue of biopollution by genetically modified crops is of concern to Trask and to all Hawaiians whose health has been shown to improve when they eat a diet of indigenous, natural foods. "Hawaii is the state that has the greatest number of extinct species and the highest number of endangered species, Trask said, and now, Hawaii has more genetically modified crop field trials of any of the states. "At the present time," she said, "we have over 4,500 biotech experiments in our state, more than 400 in the past year." 

Today's keynote speaker Dr. Emile Frison, director general of the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, addresses these issues in his talk, “Biodiversity, nutrition and health: making a difference to hunger and conservation in the developing world.” A Belgian national who has spent 18 years working in the field of plant genetic resources, Frison sees both agricultural biodiversity and genetic engineering as important in the overall goal of reducing hunger and poverty in a sustainable manner. 

Jeffrey Smith, author of the new book "Seeds of Deception" is an invited speaker in Kuala Lumpur. He will tell delegates how genetically modified crops such as corn and soy grown in the United States have flooded the world market without long term safety testing. He explains how the modified proteins in these crops have led to increased incidence of allergies and other diseases that are not attributed to these biotech crops. 

"We know that food related illnesses in the United States doubled between 1994 and 2001, corresponding to the introduction of a lot of these foods. We know that soy allergies skyrocketed in Great Britain by 50 percent right after soy that had been genetically modified was imported from the United States," says Smith. "We all are the guinea pigs." 

Award winning Canadian scientist, environmentalist and broadcaster, Dr. David Suzuki, chair of the David Suzuki Foundation presented the opening keynote speech, “The Challenge of the 21st Century - Setting the Real Bottom Line.” 

"Right now," Suzuki says, "human activities are degrading these natural systems and destroying biological diversity. Pollution, habitat destruction, global warming and other human-induced problems are pushing many species and services to their limits. As we degrade these services, we create a less healthy world for humans, as well as other animals. To leave a healthy planet for coming generations, we desperately need to develop sustainable practices that don't damage the ecosystems on which we depend." 

"In other words," Suzuki says, "we need to learn to live within our means." 
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Taman Negara National Park, Malaysia (Photo WWF-Canon/Paul Sochaczewski)
Representing multiple stakeholders from the World Health Organization to the IUCN-World Conservation Union, the Global Biodiversity Forum wound up three days of meetings last night in Kuala Lumpur just prior to the formal opening of COP-7. 

Three key issues were addressed - livelihoods, poverty, and biodiversity; technology transfer and capacity building with equity; and the value of biodiversity for securing the future. 

One emerging issue is that of working with, engaging, empowering and meeting the needs, aspirations and expectations of neighbors and residents of protected areas, and at the same time fulfilling management and conservation goals, the IUCN says. 

An issue of concern to delegates at the September 2003 IUCN World Parks Congress in Durban and brought forward here by local and indigenous communities is that protected areas may conserve biodiversity for the national global good, but they may also deepen poverty and increase marginalization locally, resulting in lost livelihoods, lack of development due to remoteness, poor economic opportunities, dislocation and dispossession of traditional areas. 

At the Global Forum, the IUCN offered to establish an ad hoc open ended working group on protected areas to support and review implementation of the program of work on protected areas and report to the Conferences of the Parties. 

Using fire in a traditional way Australia's Kakadu National Park (Photo by Greg Miles courtesy Environment Australia) 
Martha Chouchena-Rojas, who heads the IUCN delegation in Kuala Lumpur, said, “The COP7 provides an important opportunity to implement the three objectives of the Convention in a balanced way, including through the development of a work program on protected areas, adoption of sustainable use principles, and consideration of the mandate of WSSD to negotiate an international regime to promote and safeguard fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources." 

The Convention on Biological Diversity is one of the key agreements adopted at the Earth Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, in 1992. It has been ratified by 187 countries and the European Community who, together, constitute the Conference of the Parties. 

COP7 will decide on a multi-year program of work for the Convention up to 2010. It will also consider a framework for setting targets, sub-targets, and indicators. "These will define what we hope to achieve in the near future," said Zedan, "and provide ways of measuring our level of success." 

The definition of biodiversity as adopted in the Convention on Biological Diversity - "The variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are a part; this includes diversity within species, between species and ecosystems."
Agence France Presse
February 9, 2004 Monday 5:51 AM Eastern Time

Asian golf courses rapped as environmental danger

DATELINE: KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9

BODY:
Asian golf courses are among the threats named in a UN report Monday to the earth's cloud forests, which are vital habitats for thousands of rare and endangered species and crucial sources of water.

The report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) points specifically to popular golf courses in the relatively-cool Malaysian hill-stations of Genting and Cameron Highlands as offenders.

The report was released at the opening of a conference on the Convention on Biological Diversity, which has drawn some 2,000 government officials, scientists and environmental activists to the Malaysian capital. 

The first comprehensive survey of cloud forests, which capture moisture from clouds and fog, also names tourism development and road building as growing dangers along with agriculture and climate change.

It says that contrary to previous estimates, most of these "rare, romantic and fragile" forests are to be found in Asia rather than in Latin America.

Apart from tourism development, "seven out of 10 Asian countries, including Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines, mentioned timber extraction and logging as an issue".

Cloud forests account for less than 2.5 percent of the world's tropical rain forests, with around 60 percent in Asia, 25 percent in Latin America and 15 percent in Africa.

The ability of these forests to strip and retain moisture from clouds and fog is key to clean and predictable water supplies in many areas, including cities such as the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa, Quito, Mexico City and Dar es Salaam, the report says.

UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the report "highlights how relatively small and special areas of the earth play a disproportionately important role" in meeting targets of improving drinking water supplies and slowing the loss of biodiversity.

The Convention on Biological Diversity grew out of the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and aims to prevent human beings from driving everything else to extinction while chasing their own economic development. It has been ratified by more than 187 countries.

Priorities at the Kuala Lumpur conference include the biological diversity of mountain ecosystems, the role of protected areas in the preservation of life and the sharing of technology.

Activists are also expected to press for intermediate targets to be set for the implementation of the already agreed plan for "a significant reduction in the rate of loss of biodiversity" by 2010

Agence France Presse
February 9, 2004 Monday 3:47 AM Eastern Time

Governments rapped over extinction crisis

BYLINE: EILEEN NG

DATELINE: KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9

BODY:
The destruction of thousands of plant and animal species by reckless human development is an increasingly grave crisis despite government lip-service to conservation, an international conference heard here Monday.

The warning came during opening speeches of the seventh conference of parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, which has drawn some 2,000 government officials, scientists and environmental activists to the Malaysian capital

"After 10 years we have not reached the target of the convention," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme.

The convention grew out of the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and aims to prevent human beings from driving everything else to extinction while chasing their own economic development. It has been ratified by more than 187 countries. 

"The ongoing loss of biodiversity is still on a high scale. We have to do much more. We cannot do it simply by lip-service but we must do our utmost to tell the people that biodiversity is important to their economic development."

The convention's website says "an estimated 34,000 plant and 5,200 animal species -- including one in eight of the world's bird species -- face extinction."

Most of the threats come from human activity.

Toepfer said it was time for governments to agree on an international regime governing access and benefit sharing to help developing countries and indigenous people share in the wealth of their resources.

"This is important to overcome poverty and decrease tension in the world."

Officials said the idea of a legally-binding agreement on access and benefit sharing is likely to be a hotly contested topic at the two-week meeting, pitting developing countries against richer nations which want a voluntary agreement.

Award-winning Canadian scientist, environmentalist and broadcaster David Suzuki told the opening session there was a need to rein in human technology and stop "bludgeoning nature into submission".

"Nothing has really happened since Rio," he told reporters later.

"They are acting as if we've got all the time in the world. There is no sense of urgency that we are in a crisis.

"Oceans are collapsing, the atmosphere is building up carbon dioxide, species are vanishing. This is an absolute crisis and I don't sense that here."

Suzuki said governments needed to understand that "economics and politics cannot continue to be put above the need to protect as much of the natural world as we can."

Priorities at the Kuala Lumpur conference include the biological diversity of mountain ecosystems, the role of protected areas in the preservation of life and the sharing of technology.

Activists are also expected to press for intermediate targets to be set for the implementation of the already agreed plan for "a significant reduction in the rate of loss of biodiversity" by 2010.

Groups such as the WWF conservation organisation and Greenpeace are pressing on the sidelines of the conference for increased funding for environmental protection efforts, warning of threats to life from mountaintop forests to the sea bed.

The conference runs until February 20, with environment ministers scheduled to meet on February 18 and 19.

This will be followed by a meeting of parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, adopted in 2000, which covers the controversial issue of genetically engineered crops. ___________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Online
February 9, 2004 Monday 8:34 AM Eastern Time

Extinction Warning at Biodiversity Talks

BYLINE: SEAN YOONG; Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia

BODY:
Tens of thousands of animals and plants are being driven to extinction as countries fail to meet conservation targets set more than a decade ago, U.N. officials warned at a major conference on biodiversity that opened Monday.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, said human activities such as logging and overfishing are briskly sending animal and plant species to oblivion.

Countries have failed to meet expectations set by the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil - resulting in a "high scale" of species loss worldwide, but especially in the developing world, he said. 

"We have to do more, not simply pay lip service," Toepfer told a news conference marking the start of the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

More than 2,000 government officials, scientists and environmentalists are attending the conference, which is an offshoot of the Rio summit that aims to promote environmental protection and help developing countries share in the wealth created by their natural resources.

At least 60,000 species worldwide currently become extinct each year, Toepfer said, mainly because of the "global development agenda" set by wealthy, industrialized nations, which consume most of the globe's natural resources.

Delegates attending the conference, which runs for nearly two weeks, hope to refocus attention on environmental issues at a time when security and trade dominate the international agenda.

Canadian environmentalist David Suzuki said many countries emphasize industrialization and economic progress above environmental conservation, threatening "a major global ecological crisis."

"If China, Brazil, India and Indonesia all destroy their ecosystems and natural habitats like developed nations have done, how can nature keep supplying the resources that human beings need?" Suzuki told reporters.

Reports released at the conference Monday included a U.N. study on agricultural expansion, mining, logging and other activities threatening mountain forests, which are home to numerous endangered species and a water source for millions of people in Asia, South America and Africa.

Deforestation, climate changes and poaching are hurting populations of plants and animals in mountain regions, including the spectacled bear in the Andes, the great apes of Africa, fruit-eating birds in Colombia and butterflies in northern Vietnam, the U.N. report said.

Besides seeking measures to improve global conservation, delegates are also exploring the creation of an international framework to help developing nations and indigenous people share in the benefits of commercial use of their natural resources __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Extinctions continue despite Earth Summit goals, U.N. officials say

BYLINE: SEAN YOONG; Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
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Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, said human activities such as logging and overfishing are briskly sending animal and plant species to oblivion.

Countries have failed to meet expectations set by the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil - resulting in a "high scale" of species loss worldwide, but especially in the developing world, he said. 

"We have to do more, not simply pay lip service," Toepfer told a news conference marking the start of the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

More than 2,000 government officials, scientists and environmentalists are attending the conference, which is an offshoot of the Rio summit that aims to promote environmental protection and help developing countries share in the wealth created by their natural resources.

At least 60,000 species worldwide currently become extinct each year, Toepfer said, mainly because of the "global development agenda" set by wealthy, industrialized nations, which consume most of the globe's natural resources.

Delegates attending the conference, which runs for nearly two weeks, hope to refocus attention on environmental issues at a time when security and trade dominate the international agenda.

Canadian environmentalist David Suzuki said many countries emphasize industrialization and economic progress above environmental conservation, threatening "a major global ecological crisis."

"If China, Brazil, India and Indonesia all destroy their ecosystems and natural habitats like developed nations have done, how can nature keep supplying the resources that human beings need?" Suzuki told reporters.

Reports released at the conference Monday included a U.N. study on agricultural expansion, mining, logging and other activities threatening mountain forests, which are home to numerous endangered species and a water source for millions of people in Asia, South America and Africa.

Deforestation, climate changes and poaching are hurting populations of plants and animals in mountain regions, including the spectacled bear in the Andes, the great apes of Africa, fruit-eating birds in Colombia and butterflies in northern Vietnam, the U.N. report said.

Besides seeking measures to improve global conservation, delegates are also exploring the creation of an international framework to help developing nations and indigenous people share in the benefits of commercial use of their natural resources. __________________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn

Provinces to submit proposals - Consensus on water issue 

By Our Reporter 


ISLAMABAD, Feb 9: Participants of a national workshop on 'water, dams and development' from the four provinces here on Monday resolved to work out their differences through dialogue and propose an acceptable solution to the highest level of decision-making. 

The workshop organized by an entity calling itself, "Building Partnerships, Promoting Sustainability" was attended by representatives of the federal government, members of provincial assemblies of Balochistan, NWFP, Punjab and Sindh besides representatives of international organizations. 

Opening the discussion, National Reconstruction Bureau chairman Daniyal Aziz said water was one of the priority areas and the bureau would soon hold a convention of local bodies on the subject. 

Sindh minister for provincial coordination Nadir Akmal Laghari emphasized that national interest and development were primary to all concerns. He assured full support of his government in resolving the issue of water and dams. 

During the workshop, five presentations on various aspects of its theme were made. Prof (Dr) Dogan Altinbilek, president of International Hydropower Association, UK, said hydropower was responsible for 19 per cent of the world's electricity production and was being used in 150 countries with no emissions. The US, Canada, Brazil, China and Russia account for 50 per cent of the world hydropower generating nations, he added. 

Egyptian water resources ministry representative Dr Khalid M. Tobar said the Aswan High Dam in his country had converted the desert into a "blooming garden". "Certainly people were displaced and environmental sacrifices made but the Government of Egypt had mitigated both these factors," he added. 

The UNEP/DDP Nairobi, Kenya, coordinator, Alberto T. Calcagno, dwelling on the world commission of dams report, emphasised that there was a case both for and against the dams. 

The report had outlined certain principles which, if followed in true letter and spirit, would yield positive results in case of dam construction, operation and resolution of socio- environmental issues. The affected people, he went on to stress, should be the first among the beneficiaries of any resettlement programmes. 

The Asian Development Bank country director, Mashruk Ali Shah, said dams were an important choice in face of the current water scarcity and Pakistan's future needs. 
___________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse
February 8, 2004 Sunday

New Iraqi environment ministry has just a million dollars for clean up

BYLINE: JOELLE BASSOUL

DATELINE: BAGHDAD, Feb 8

BODY:
After decades of wars, trade embargoes and neglect by Saddam Hussein's regime, Iraq's environment is heavily polluted.

But beset by massive reconstruction needs, authorities have given the country's first environment minister a budget of just one million dollars this year to start tackling the crisis.

"We have drawn up a list of 35 priority projects, costing more than 200 million dollars. But for 2004 the government has allotted us one million dollars," said Ali Aziz Hanush, an adviser to the interim minister who was appointed in September. 

He worried that much of the money will go towards paying salaries for the ministry's 700 staff.

"It is a dangerous situation," he said. "The environment is suffering from serious problems, which have accumulated during three decades and destabilised ecosystems."

Hanush admitted they would need international help.

"Aid from the international community is vital," he said, looking to cooperation with the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

According to a UNEP report on Iraq, the sources of pollution range from plain old garbage to depleted uranium weapons used by the US-led forces which toppled Saddam's regime.

After the regime fell in April, a wave of looting broke out across the country. Thieves ransacked potentially hazardous and radioactive materials from government, industrial and scientific facilities.

There were also problems with the country's vaunted oil sector.

In late January, a leaking pipeline dumped crude oil into the Tigris river near Baiji, the main refinery town for the northern oil fields.

Iraq's other main river, the Euphrates, was similarly contaminated in late August when a pipeline was blown up.

Experts have warned that further leaks could pose serious health threats and cause irreversible damage to the sensitive ecology of the Mesopotamian marshes.

There are more examples of how dangerous the pollution has become.

In July, fire raged at a sulphur factory near the northern town of Mosul for three weeks, spewing out noxious sulphur fumes which residents said asphyxiated at least four people.

Other problems have cropped up since Iraq's borders reopened after years of embargoes, Hanush said, including an explosion of cars on the road which is raising emissions of lead and toxic cadmium.

The October 2003 UNEP report was downcast.

"The recent war has undoubtedly exacerbated the chronic environmental stresses that have accumulated in Iraq over the past two decades," it concluded.

The interim health minister, Khodayyir Abbas, said incidences of cholera, malaria, typhoid and diarrhoea -- diseases associated with contaminated water -- have all increased because of pollution.

He said the problems were being made worse by people made homeless by the war and who are flocking to old industrial zones where pollution is at its worst.

"Our department is the last link in the chain, because it can only treat the results of pollution that other ministries should regulate," he told AFP.

Hanush said his ministry was assembing a department of "ecological coordination" which would bring together 15 representatives from various ministries.

"Without this, our ministry, which was set up a few months ago and is looking for decent premises to move into, cannot accomplish its job," he said.

jb/sk/jm/lg/dab

Iraq-environment-pollution ___________________________________________________________________________

Courrier International

Douze ans après Rio, la destruction de la biodiversité se poursuit
09/02/2004 - 10:21

KUALA LUMPUR, 9 fév (AFP) - 
La destruction de la biodiversité par un développement trop centré sur l'Homme se poursuit à grande échelle, douze ans après le lancement de la Convention sur la diversité biologique, en 1992 à Rio de Janeiro, a constaté lundi la septième rencontre mondiale consacrée au sujet.

"Nous n'avons pas atteint le but de la Convention", a reconnu Klaus Toepfer, directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), à l'ouverture de la septième "conférence des parties à la Convention sur la diversité biologique" (COP-7), qui se déroule jusqu'au 20 février à Kuala Lumpur.

Deux mille écologistes, scientifiques et responsables gouvernementaux participent à cette rencontre, née du Sommet de la Terre de Rio de Janeiro, en 1992. Ratifiée par 187 pays, la Convention a pour but de mettre en place un développement économique raisonné qui ne sacrifie pas les autres espèces.

"La perte de biodiversité continue à se faire à grande échelle. Nous devons en faire plus. Nous ne pouvons pas nous contenter de paroles mais nous devons dire à la population que la biodiversité est importante pour le développement économique", a ajouté M. Toepfer.

Il est temps que les gouvernements s'accordent sur un régime international permettant un partage des richesses avec les pays en développement. "C'est important afin de venir à bout de la pauvreté et de réduire les tensions dans le monde", a-t-il dit.

Cette question promet de susciter de vifs débats parmi les participants à la conférence, les pays en développement exigeant un accord contraignant tandis que les pays riches parlent de volontariat.

"Rien ne s'est réellement passé depuis Rio", a déclaré le Canadien David Suzuki. "Ils agissent comme si nous avions tout le temps. Il ne sont pas conscients de l'urgence. Les océans disparaissent, le dioxide de carbone s'accumule dans l'atmosphère et des espèces s'éteignent", a ajouté le scientifique.

34.000 plantes et 5.200 espèces animales, dont un huitième des espèces d'oiseaux, sont en voie d'extinction, selon le site de la Convention. 

La conférence doit également être le théâtre d'un nouvel épisode du conflit opposant Etats-Unis et Union européenne sur les organismes génétiquement modifiés (OGM) devant l'Organisation mondiale du commerce (OMC).

La troisième semaine sera l'occasion de faire pour la première fois le point sur le Protocole sur la biosécurité, qui règlemente les échanges internationaux d'OGM. Le Protocole, conclu en janvier 2000, est entré en vigueur en septembre dernier. Les trois plus gros exportateurs d'OGM, Etats-Unis, Canada et Argentine, ont participé à son élaboration mais ne l'ont pas ratifié. Ils seront néanmoins très présents à Kuala Lumpur en qualité d'"observateurs".

La conférence se déroule au niveau des hauts fonctionnaires avant une rencontre ministérielle les 18 et 19 février.

The Economic Times 
February 9, 2004 

'ASIAN' BROWN CLOUD BACK ON THE HORIZON 

The Asian Brown Cloud is back on the horizon in its new avtar, the Atmospheric Brown Cloud. Hoping to have thus defused the diplomatic timebomb, which caused India much heartburn a year ago, an international team of scientists is on track to study the pollution haze that has spread thousands of kilometres to cover Asia and could hit rain patterns, agriculture and health. 

In Delhi for a sustainable development summit, two well-known scientists involved in what is billed as a Euro 10 million research project, Nobel laureate Paul Crutzen and V Ramanathan from the US' Scripps Institution of Oceanography, said let's forget about the past and focus on the science. Forget, in other words, a controversy which saw this regional phenomenon used politically to blunt action on climate change in developed countries. 

The haze is described as a mix of ash, acids, aerosols and other particles - the most dangerous being black carbon, which comes from diesel, dirty coal and biomass burning. It cuts off sunlight - just imagine what this could do. 

The bulk of this haze is man-made, the worst incidence here being in the Indo-Gangetic plains. Concentrated upto three km above the surface, it can cross half the world in less than a week. 

The attempt now is to set up a network of about 16 sites from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific to study its spread, origin and effects. The first super-observatory is already coming up in the Maldives as part of a UN Environment Programme initiative. 

In India, possible sites could be the Andamans and perhaps a place like Darjeeling. Nepal's Himalayan slopes may host sites to study if pollution deposits on snow could be speeding up melting. 

The first funding has come from the US but scientists are hoping to get more moolah from Sweden, Norway and, possibly, Switzerland. 

Scientists have touched base with the Union environment ministry. China is on board but the extent of Indian participation is yet to be determined. Two Indian scientists are on board, however: R K Pachauri and A P Mitra. 

Starting October with a check on instruments, scientists want to take site measurements, compare this with satellite data and build a model to forecast what could happen. 

For the Indian government, sensitive to what it perceived as a direct attack on it, there is some good news: Ramanathan says the haze is found throughout the world. But countries like India are more vulnerable because they have a long dry season, October to April, when rains don't wash away pollution and winds don't blow it away. The build-up is oppressive. 

A few years from now, these scientists hope to leave the project to South Asian scientists and move on - to similar work in Africa and South America. 

UN Environment Programme chief Klaus Toepfer said in 2002: "More research is needed, but the initial findings clearly indicate that this growing cocktail of soot, particles, aerosols and other pollutants is becoming a major environmental hazard for Asia. There are also global implications, not least because a pollution parcel like this, which stretches three km high, can travel half way round the globe in a week." ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Playbill

Jason Raize, Broadway's Original Simba in The Lion King, Dead at 28
By Kenneth Jones
February 9, 2004

Jason Raize Rothenberg, the handsome young actor who played Simba in Broadway's The Lion King, died suddenly in Yass, Australia, his family confirmed.Mr. Rothenberg (whose stage name was Jason Raize) was 28. The actor took his own life the week of Feb. 2, according to sources in the theatre community.

He lived in the Oneonta, NY, area throughout his childhood, and performed in numerous Oneonta and Orpheus Theatre productions.

Prior to playing the title character in The Lion King at Broadway's New Amsterdam, Mr. Raize succeeded Dennis DeYoung of Styx in a national tour of Jesus Christ Superstar, playing Pilate.

His credits included productions of The King and I, Miss Saigon, Yeston & Kopit's Phantom (title role) and Gypsy. His original Stagebill bio for The Lion King included this quote: "You will find rest from vain fancies if you perform every act in life as though it were your last." The source was Marcus Antonius.

His last performance on Broadway in The Lion King was Aug. 20, 2000.

The young actor used his talents to address concerns for the environment, and was named an Ambassador of Goodwill for the UN Environment Program.

His television program "Keeping It Wild With Jason Raize" grew out of a strong desire to promote alliances between the environment and entertainment communities, and through it to show children in particular that exciting possibilities exist, according to his family.

Mr. Raize was predeceased by his mother Geraldine Bakalar Rothenberg and his brother Andrew Werner Rothenberg. He is survived by his father Robert Rothenberg of Oneonta, NY; mother Sarah MacArthur of Wrentham, MA; sister Lisa Williams of Poughquag, NY; step-mother Monet Rothenberg of Oneonta, NY; step father Jim Kidd of Wrentham, MA; step-brothers Kevin Williams, Dwayne Whitney, Khary Menelik, and Brandon Swain, and step-sisters Haabiba Whitney, and Nicole Swain.

A memorial service will be held 2 PM Feb. 15 at the Unitarian Universalist Society, 12 Ford Avenue, Oneonta. All are welcome to attend, and to share a story, poem, reading or song. You may bring a copy of a photo or a written story for a memorial scrapbook.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to Orpheus Theatre in Oneonta are welcome.
BBC

English lowland decline 'goes on' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The decline of wildlife in England's lowlands is still continuing, experts say, despite several positive moves. 
English Nature, which advises the government on wildlife, says tackling the problems of individual vulnerable areas will not retrieve the situation. 

It says the only way of reversing the decline will be to manage the lowlands as whole landscapes, not separate bits. 

The benefits, it says, will be not only to wildlife and the economy but also to people's health and sense of wellbeing. 

Repairing past damage 
English Nature's report, State Of Nature: Lowlands - Future Landscapes For Wildlife, lists what it says are the key steps needed to move to environmentally sustainable countryside management. 

They include raising the environmental standards of farming, better water management, and reducing the impact of alien species. 

The authors say the lowlands also need protection against the effects of transport, atmospheric pollution, building, and climate change. 

They say: "The 20th Century was a period of unprecedented change in the lowlands, driven by readily available fertilisers, the need to produce sufficient food to support Britain's population, and the demand for softwood products. 

"Many habitats were lost, through the cumulative impacts of agricultural intensification, draining wetlands, planting conifers, development pressure and the destruction of raised bogs by peat extraction. 

"The remaining areas are often small, fragmented and isolated, and in poor condition. 

Losing battle 
"These large-scale habitat losses (including 97% of wildlife-rich grassland) have caused the decline of many species, such as green-winged orchids, cirl buntings and silver-studded blue butterflies. 

"There have been conservation successes but the overall decline in wildlife has not been reversed." 

The report says the health of wetlands for wildlife often depends on the way the whole water catchment is managed, not just on what happens on individual sites. 

Woodlands sometimes suffer from a lack of suitable management, like keeping some areas open and free of undergrowth, and from high numbers of deer. 

It says: "It is clear that a site-based approach alone will not meet England's national and international obligations for the conservation of habitats and species." 

"Working at a landscape scale will support the protected sites themselves, sustain the wildlife outside them, and allow natural movement across landscapes in response to climate change and human pressures." 

Everyone a winner 
Dr Keith Duff, English Nature's chief scientist, said: "England is internationally renowned for its lowland landscapes, such as the chalk downs and Dorset heathlands. 

"However, its wildlife suffered dramatically in the 20th Century from the impact of human activities. 

"This landscape-scale approach will also help the natural processes on which we all depend, for example reducing flooding and securing clean water. 

"We now know that taking care of our natural resources is also good for our mental and physical health, and is essential economically, for example through tourism. 

"We don't have some romantic notion about recreating the past, but believe we must move forward to sustainable land management in a modern context." 

__________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Italian cities ban cars as pollution soars
ROME - Authorities banned traffic from more than 100 towns and cities across Italy, including Rome and Milan, in an effort to cut growing pollution levels, city officials say. 

Partial blocks on cars and lorries have already been imposed in recent days in many places after health departments warned that prolonged calm weather had allowed smog to build. 

With no improvement in sight, mayors decided they had to force car-mad Italians off the roads with a one-day ban. 

"We had no alternative," newspapers quoted Rome mayor Walter Veltroni as saying. 

"We now have new (pollution) limits imposed on us by the regions who are following European norms and the weather conditions are not helping to disperse the smog." 

All non-essential traffic was banned from the inner-Rome area from 10.00 a.m to 5.00 p.m (9 a.m. to 4 p.m. British time). 

However, Environment Minister Altero Matteoli said the one-day ban would have little impact and said an alternative solution was to encourage people to scrap their old cars and scooters and buy more environmentally-friendly vehicles. 

"Forcing people to walk once in a while is of little use," he said in an interview with Il Messaggero newspaper. 
 ROAP Media Update – 10 February 2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

Conservation targets ‘not met’

The Bangkok Post, Feb 10, 2004 – Kuala Lumpur (AP) – Tens of thousands of animals and plants are being driven to extinction as countries fail to meet conservation targets set more than a decade ago, United Nations officials warned at the major conference on biodiversity that opened yesterday.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said human activities such as logging and over-fishing are briskly sending animal and plant species to oblivion..

Protection For Resource-Rich Cloud Forests Urged
Scoop (New Zealand), Feb 10, 2003 - New UN Report Urges Protection For Resource-Rich Cloud Forests 
Forests continually bathed by cloud and fog are home to thousands of rare and endangered species and serve as a key water resource, but they are being threatened by climate change, agriculture and road-building, according to a new United Nations Environment Programme ( http://www.unep-wcmc.org/forest/cloudforest UNEP) report.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0402/S00077.htm 

Asian golf courses rapped as environmental danger 
The Manila Bulletin Online, Feb 10, 2004 - KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) - Asian golf courses are among the threats named in a UN report Monday to the earth's cloud forests, which are vital habitats for thousands of rare and endangered species and crucial sources of water.
The report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) points specifically to popular golf courses in the relatively-cool Malaysian hill-stations of Genting and Cameron Highlands as offenders.

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN200402091772.html
UN agency calls for action on cloud forests 
The ABC News Online, Feb 10, 2004 - The United Nations Environment Program says golf courses in Asia are a threat to high altitude forests.
The UN agency says the so-called cloud forests are home to thousands of rare and endangered species and are a crucial source of water. 
http://www.abc.net.au/ra/newstories/RANewsStories_1041383.htm 

Call for action to stop decline
The Star (Malaysia - By Audrey Edwards And Susan Tam), Feb 10, 2004 - KUALA LUMPUR: The global meet on biological diversity opened here yesterday with calls for more action if the world is to avert further decline of its natural heritage.  
Delegates to the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) were also reminded of the target to significantly reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010.
…United Nations Environment Programme executive director Klaus Toepfer said the conference was a good time to take stock of the progress of the WSSD signed a decade ago. 
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2004/2/10/nation/7281489&sec=nation 

UN: 60,000 species becoming extinct each year
The Star (Malaysia), Feb 10, 2003 http://www.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2004/2/10/nation/7279172&sec=nation 

Cloud forests, water source to millions, face risk
Deepika, India, Feb 10, 2004 - http://www.deepikaglobal.com/ENG4_sub.asp?ccode=ENG4&newscode=40755 

UN agency calls for action on cloud forests 

Go Asia Pacific, Feb 10, 2004 -  http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNA_1041383.htm 

UN to fund tiger census

ABC News Online, Feb 10, 2004 - The United Nations will fund a first ever census in Bangladesh's Sunderbans mangrove forest of Royal Bengal tigers whose population is dwindling from poaching and loss of habitat, officials said on Monday. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s1041370.htm 
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UN or UNEP in the news

Agency with no cash faces big problem - $200m cleanup bill with $1m budget

Bangkok Post, Feb 09, 2004 (Baghdad, AFP) – After decades of wars, trade embargoes and neglect by Saddam Hussein’s regime, Iraq’s environment is heavily polluted, but massive reconstruction needs have left the authorities with no more than $1 million allocated to the country’s first environment minister to start tackling the crisis.

…”Aid from the international community is vital,” he said, and noted Iraq was seeking help from the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

A UNEP report on Iraq says sources of pollution range from plain old rubbish to the battlefield remains of depleted uranium weapons used by the forces which toppled Saddam’s rgime….

'Asian' brown cloud back on the horizon
The Times of India, Feb 8, 2003 - NEW DELHI : The Asian Brown Cloud is back on the horizon in its new avtar, the Atmospheric Brown Cloud. Hoping to have thus defused the diplomatic timebomb, which caused India much heartburn a year ago, an international team of scientists is on track to study the pollution haze that has spread thousands of kilometres to cover Asia and could hit rain patterns, agriculture and health.
….The attempt now is to set up a network of about 16 sites from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific to study its spread, origin and effects. The first super-observatory is already coming up in the Maldives as part of a UN Environment Programme initiative.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/484047.cms 
BROWN Cloud: the rest sings our tune

Indian Express, Feb 6, 2003 - New Delhi,India - NEW DELHI, India and the world have buried their differences over what was called the ‘Asian Brown Cloud’ and are now going to work on a joint scientific study that aims to get to the bottom of it. ‘‘It is important that we embark on a study that is based on scientific principles,’’ said Prodipto Ghosh, secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests. After a three-day workshop on what has been re-named on India’s insistence as ‘Atmospheric Brown Cloud’, Paul Crutzen, Nobel Laureate and professor, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, admitted that it was a bit ‘‘alarmist’’ the way the first experiment had been reported and he ‘‘regretted it’’. In 2001, days before the Johannesburg Summit, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) came up with the finding that a dirty cloud of dust, soot and aerosol hung over the Indian Ocean and was a result of excessive fuelwood burning in the sub-continent. The Indian government reacted with anger mixed with denial as this line was used by developed nations to strengthen their argument that it was not just their Greenhouse Gases (GHG) that were responsible for climate change. Crutzen agreed that there was a ‘‘haze’’ over America and Europe but it was not as ‘‘black’’ as the one the Indoexp study found over India. The study was conducted by 200 scientists under the UNEP umbrella. But why Asia was India’s line. ‘‘There is also evidence that a similar phenomenon exists over Brazil and Africa, but we have started looking at it here first,’’ he said. http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=40626 


Scientist: Take action to stop peat land fires
The Star (Malaysia), Feb 8, 2003 - KUALA LUMPUR: The destruction of peat land is likely to increase unless effective preventive measures are put in place now, a scientist warned yesterday.  
“Peat fires have begun in Malaysia and Indonesia again over the past week and swift action has to be taken against them,” said Faizal Parish, director of the Global Environment Centre. 
…The workshop was organised by the Global Environment Centre and Wetlands International with the support of United Nations Environment Programme, the Global Environment Facility, the Climate Change, Forest and Peat Land in Indonesia project and the Danish International Development Agency who provided a grant to the Malaysian Government for peat land conservation project.  
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2004/2/8/nation/7265090&sec=nation 

General Environment News

Weak law enforcement causes rampant illegal logging 
Jakarta Post, Business and Investment - February 06, 2004 – (P.C. Naommy) - A senior official at the Ministry of Forestry said that rampant smuggling of the country's timber, in particular trees classified as endangered was partly due to poor law enforcement and weak coordination among related authorities.
"It's impossible to rely only on the Ministry of Forestry to eradicate illegal logging in the country". 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20040206.L10 
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan hopes to make decision on Iraq elections by end of February

*
Cypriots have ‘historic’ chance to join EU as one, Annan says ahead of talks

*
New UN measures strengthen sanctions against Al-Qaida, chairman of panel says

*
Annan moves to appoint new envoy for Afghanistan

*
UN food agency appeals for urgent aid to feed 6.5 million in DPR of Korea

*
UN officials arrive in quake-hit Indonesian province to launch aid effort

*
DR of Congo: UN and government officials meet on security sector reform 

*
Abducted UN staff member freed in Somalia

*
UN-chaired committee monitoring peace in Burundi opens session

*
UN staff begin relocating Sudanese refugees to safer sites in Chad

*
New UN report urges protection for resource-rich cloud forests

*
UN expert on racism to examine ethnic aspects of conflict in Côte d’Ivoire

*
UN announces start of reintegration process for ex-fighters in Afghanistan
* * * *

Iraq

9 February – Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he hoped to be able to decide this month on the recommendations of a United Nations team currently in Iraq holding consultations on the feasibility of holding elections before the return of sovereignty at the end of June, as well as other alternatives.

Speaking to reporters at UN Headquarters in New York, Mr. Annan said the team, which arrived over the weekend and is led by his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, would stay in Iraq for about a week. “I would hope to be able to give my decision to the Governing Council before the end of the month,” the Secretary-General added.

Asked by reporters to characterize the talks so far, Mr. Annan said, “I think the work of the team is going extremely well.” He noted that it has already met with the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), the Iraqi Governing Council and its individual members, as well as other Iraqis, and confirmed that Mr. Brahimi will also be meeting with Ayatollah Ali Sistani, a leading cleric who has advocated direct elections.

“As I indicated before they left, they should see as broad a range of people as possible, and so they are reaching out and are open to talking as many groups as possible,” he added. “So far, so good. The atmosphere has been good, they have been well received and there has been very good and frank discussions.”

In response to a question on whether the 30 June date for the hand over was still firm, the Secretary-General recalled that when both parties were in New York last month for talks with him, they indicated their preference for keeping that deadline.

“We are working on that assumption, but of course as I said, we are going to talk to all parties,” he said. “If the parties were to agree to other arrangements, I think it would be difficult to reject it. We will have to consider it.”

After the Secretary-General briefed the Security Council Monday afternoon, Ambassador Wang Guangya of China, which holds the Council’s rotating Presidency, said the 15-member body supported Mr. Annan’s decision to send the fact-finding team to Iraq.

“They believe this decision will be conducive to the political process in Iraq,” Ambassador Wang told the press after the closed-door meeting. He added that the members looked forward to another briefing from the Secretary-General after the team delivers its report.

Meanwhile on the ground, the fact-finding team continued its discussions with a broad cross section of the Iraqi political spectrum, meeting with individual members of the Governing Council, as well as various representatives of Iraqi civil society.

According to a UN spokesman, Mr. Brahimi stressed throughout these meetings that the UN team was there with no agenda other than to assist the Iraqi people in their quest for self-determination, independence and restoration of sovereignty.

Mr. Brahimi described himself as “in listening mode,” emphasizing the independence and neutrality of the United Nations as Iraqis debate whether elections are the best means for the transfer of power by 30 June, spokesman Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing.

On Saturday, Mr. Brahimi met separately with L. Paul Bremer, head of the United States-led CPA, and then with his British deputy, Sir Jeremy Greenstock.

Yesterday, he saw the current President of the Governing Council, Kurdish leader Mohsen Abdul Hamid, and then met with the full Council. Afterwards, Mr. Brahimi had a series of bilateral meetings with individual Council members, starting with Shiite leader Muwaffak al-Rubaie followed by talks with Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani and Communist Party head Hameed Moussa.

After that, he briefly joined a meeting between the UN’s chief electoral adviser, Carina Perelli, and an Iraqi technical team from Najaf to discuss election issues. Ms. Perelli is accompanied by two other UN electoral experts on this visit, Mr. Eckhard said.

Mr. Brahimi then saw Abdelaziz al-Hakim, another Shiite leader, and then had a dinner meeting with former Foreign Minister, Adnan Pachachi, a Sunni.

* * *

Cyprus

9 February – The people of Cyprus have a historic opportunity to unify their country and enter the European Union together, garnering great economic and social benefits, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today on the eve of talks between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders in New York.

“A unified Cyprus entering the European Union will really help reduce tensions in the Aegean region, it will improve relations all around in the region and it would also facilitate Turkey’s entry into Europe,” the Secretary-General told reporters upon arrival at UN Headquarters.

“It’s a win-win situation all around, and I hope the people of Cyprus will press their leaders not to miss this opportunity,” he added.

Last week, the Secretary-General wrote to the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders inviting them to New York to resume negotiations on the basis of his settlement plan with an eye towards submitting a completed text to separate referenda in April, in time for a reunited Cyprus to accede to the European Union on 1 May along with nine other countries.

The Secretary-General, who is scheduled to brief the Security Council on the talks today, noted that time was running short as negotiations on his plan should conclude by the end of March. “I have made proposals to them for us to discuss when they come here, because quite frankly, as I’ve said, we don’t have much time if we are going to meet the deadline of 1 May,” he said.

* * *

Al-Qaida sanctions

9 February – The Chairman of a United Nations Security Council committee monitoring the sanctions against Al-Qaida and the Taliban today described a strengthened regime designed to stem the terrorist threat posed by those groups.

Briefing reporters in New York, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile strongly condemned last week’s bombing of a Moscow subway train, which he said demonstrates that “terrorism is active and it is global in scope.”

At the same time, he voiced confidence that a Security Council resolution adopted in late January would tighten the noose around Al-Qaida, the Taliban and their associates. Among other measures, it “improves and deepens” the sanctions regime by freezing not only funds and financial assets but also other economic resources, including property. 

The resolution also dealt with the role of non-profit organizations and informal, alternative remittance systems, while adding new internal reporting requirements to tackle currency movements across borders.

National reports are due to the committee by 31 March, and those governments that do not comply with this deadline will be named on a public list, according to the resolution. “I think this is an important message that we’re serious about countries meeting the requirements that the Security Council has set up,” he said.

In addition, the text set up a panel to provide the committee with comprehensive and independent reports on the situation. “We don’t want a monitoring team that pulls its punches,” Ambassador Muñoz said. “We want a monitoring team that analyzes the issues and conveys its best judgement on the implementation of the sanctions.”

Asked about a different monitoring group that had been supporting the work of the committee, he noted that while that panel’s mandate had expired, the new group set up under the resolution could retain some of its members, supplemented by other experts who will undertake more analytical tasks.

“In order to have an effective committee, we need objective, neutral, independent analysis,” he stressed. 

Asked about Saudi Arabia, Ambassador Muñoz said its Government was cooperating well with the committee. “I myself visited Saudi Arabia recently, and my perception is that they are doing hard work, and that they have realized there is a serious problem with terrorism and with Al-Qaida,” he said, adding that the Government has begun addressing the role of charities in funding terrorist activities.

* * *

Afghanistan

9 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has moved to appoint Jean Arnault of France as his Special Representative for Afghanistan.

Mr. Arnault has served as the Acting Special Representative in Afghanistan since Lakhdar Brahimi stepped down from the post at the start of last month. He has also been Deputy Special Representative for the country, with responsibility for political affairs, since March 2002.

Mr. Annan wrote a letter to the Security Council President on Friday informing him of his intention to appoint Mr. Arnault. The Council has until tomorrow to respond to the letter.

Mr. Arnault previously served in Kabul in 1990, as a Senior Political Affairs Officer for the UN and the head of the Kabul headquarters of the then-Office of the Secretary-General in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The experienced French diplomat has held a range of international posts, including a stint as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Guatemala from 1997 to 2000.

* * *

DPRK

9 February – With its cereals stocks in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) all but exhausted and little in the pipeline, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today called for urgent international aid to help feed 6.5 million of the country’s hungriest people.

“We are scraping the bottom of the barrel,” Masood Hyder, WFP Representative for the DPRK, said in Beijing. “Over 4 million core beneficiaries – the most vulnerable children, women and elderly people - are now deprived of very vital rations.”

Noting that it was the middle of the harsh Korean winter, Mr. Hyder added, “We have sounded numerous early warnings to try to secure sufficient food promptly for hungry North Koreans. This warning needs to be heard, and quickly acted on.”

Donors have recently pledged contributions amounting to some 77,000 tons but little of this will arrive before April, meaning that for the next two months, almost 4 million people will be deprived of cereals, which constitute a large share of the basic ‘survival’ ration. Only 75,000 child-bearing women and 8,000 children in orphanages and hospitals may receive WFP cereal distributions in February and March.

“Many of those we cannot help are only consuming two thirds of the calories they need,” Mr. Hyder said. “Unless they get help very soon, the damage could be irreparable.”

The funding crisis is also forcing the agency to drastically scale down food-for-work activities designed to support more than 2 million people this year, while WFP-assisted factories producing enriched foods for the malnourished are threatened with closure due to a shortage of donor-supplied ingredients.

Reduced donations have left WFP, by far the largest aid agency in the country, unable to feed many of its targeted recipients for much of the past two years.  “Painstaking gains made in improving nutritional standards since the late 1990s risk being reversed,” Mr. Hyder said. “That must not happen.”

WFP ‘s 2004 operation seeks 485,000 tons of commodities valued at $171 million. So far, only 140,000 tons have been secured – and much less has been delivered. Steep increases in the prices of staples, the inability of many factories to pay full wages and widespread underemployment are making it more difficult for large segments of the population of 23 million to cope, the agency added.

* * *

Indonesia

9 February – United Nations officials have arrived in Indonesia’s Papua province to help local officials deal with the aftermath of a series of severe earthquakes, which killed over 30 people.

A team from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reached the town of Nabire yesterday to begin assessing the level of damages and the needs of the local population.

The first earthquake, which measured between 6.8 and 6.9 on the Richter scale, struck on Friday just seven kilometres to the east of Nabire in the eastern-most province of the Indonesian archipelago.

A second earthquake, with a magnitude of 7.1, struck on Saturday 73 kilometres southwest of Nabire. There have been further aftershocks, with one today measuring 6.6 on the Richter scale.

The quakes have taken out all electricity and telecommunications in the area and damaged many buildings, according to OCHA. The airport is reduced to accepting only light aircraft.

OCHA added that Indonesian officials have already removed debris and established temporary shelters for the quake victims. The priority relief tasks now include providing blood for transfusions and installing small power generators.

* * *

DR of Congo

9 February – In order to consolidate stability, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) must reorganize its military and police in an open manner, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette told a meeting in New York of officials from the United Nations and the country’s government today.

“As in other countries emerging from civil war, reform of the security sector in the DRC encompasses not only the challenges of creating a unified army, establishing a police force and disarming and reintegrating former combatants,” she told a high-level meeting convened to draw up reform proposals. “It also involves creating a transparent security sector framework – one that clearly outlines the roles and responsibilities of the Government and legislature in managing the security of the country.”

She called on participants to go beyond outlining a wish list, and instead work out “a clear and realistic plan” that addresses long-term policies, as well as such immediate issues as military and police integration, disarmament, institution-building and security requirements.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan has been concerned that donor governments and international financial institutions, faced with enormous challenges in many other areas of the world, have been giving the DRC a lower priority, Ms. Fréchette said. “But even though the war in the DRC has ended, the greatest task lies ahead: building a democratic State.”

She called on all parties to refrain from any actions that would upset the delicate arrangements in place that offer the best chance to end the war definitely.

Meanwhile in the DRC, the UN mission, known as MONUC, today reported that it took 133 passengers to safety on Saturday after the barge on which they were travelling began to take on water at Maita, a locality about 56 kilometres from Mbandaka.

The boat left the capital, Kinshasa, on 15 January bound for Kisangani, but it hit a rock four days later. Subsequently, a small fire broke out but was immediately extinguished. More than 50 of the passengers told MONUC they preferred to remain on board the stable barge with their cargo.

Last Monday MONUC rescued 280 people from a fire aboard a whaleboat at Lukolela, 150 kilometres south-west of Mbandaka.

* * *

Somalia

9 February – United Nations staff member Rolf Helmrich has been released more than a week after being abducted by an armed militia in the south of Somalia.

In a statement yesterday the UN confirmed the release of Mr. Helmrich, a national of Germany who is now recuperating with his family in Nairobi in neighbouring Kenya.

Mr. Helmrich – one of a team of UN field security officers responsible for the safety of UN staff in Somalia – was kidnapped by an armed militia on 29 January between Jamaame and Kismaayo in the Lower Juba region of Somalia.

On Saturday night he was released into the custody of senior officials of the Juba Valley Alliance, the de facto authority in the region. The UN thanked the Alliance for its role in securing Mr. Helmrich’s release.

* * *

Burundi

9 February – Key security questions relating to the situation in Burundi are high on the agenda of a United Nations committee monitoring implementation of the country’s ceasefire agreements, which today began a weeklong session in Bujumbura.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Berhanu Dinka, is chairing the meeting of the Implementation Monitoring Committee (IMC), which is also tackling matters relating to reform of the security sector, refugee repatriation and the organization of elections.

The IMC’s mandate, as stipulated in the Arusha Agreement of 28 August 2000, also includes looking at the mobilization of financial resources for Burundi’s development.

* * *

Chad

9 February – United Nations staff have started evacuating the first of thousands of Sudanese refugees from the Chadian border town of Tine, despite facing blinding sandstorms.

The first convoy of 147 refugees left Tine on Saturday, bound for a camp at Touloum, about 80 kilometres from the vulnerable Chadian-Sudanese border. A second batch of 225 refugees followed yesterday.

The refugees – who fled western Sudan’s Darfur region because of violent civil conflict – are being relocated because their camps near the border have been attacked by armed militias.

Late last month the Sudanese section of Tine, which straddles the border, also came under aerial bombardment. Three people were killed in the attack.

A staff worker for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today described the scenes at Tine as “apocalyptic…goats and donkeys lying dead as families of refugees hid behind bushes to protect themselves from the wind and sand.”

The agency is providing mats, blankets, soap and jerry cans to the refugees arriving in Touloum, as well as 15 days worth of food rations from the UN’s World Food Programme (WFP).

Yvan Sturm, the head of UNHCR’s emergency team in the region, said the transfer of the refugees took place under such harsh conditions that the agency had to limit the number of people it could transport. The sandstorms reduced visibility to zero, he said.

Over 4,300 refugees registered in and around Tine are designated to be moved to Touloum over the coming days.

UNHCR estimates at least 110,000 refugees have left Darfur since fighting erupted last March between the Sudanese Government and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA).

Most of the refugees live in rudimentary shelters along the Chadian-Sudanese border, with little protection from the blistering heat of the day and the freezing weather at night. The agency is aiming to relocate as many refugees as possible before the onset of the rainy season in May, when the area’s few roads are likely to become impassable.

* * *

Cloud forests

9 February – Forests continually bathed by cloud and fog are home to thousands of rare and endangered species and serve as a key water resource, but they are being threatened by climate change, agriculture and road-building, according to a new United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report.

In the first comprehensive report on cloud forests, the Nairobi-based agency says contrary to previous estimates, most of these fragile systems are found in Asia, not Latin America. It estimates that 60 per cent of the world’s 400,000 square kilometres of cloud forests are found in Asia, 25 per cent in Latin America and 15 per cent in Africa.

The document, entitled “Cloud Forest Report,” is being launched at a 9 to 20 February meeting of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Noting that these relatively small areas play a disproportionately important economic role, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer voiced hope that the study “will not only trigger improved awareness of the need to conserve cloud forests, but lead to new partnerships and initiatives to conserve and restore them.”

These forests capture water from clouds and fog by condensation and provide that water to neighbouring lowlands and to such cities as Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Quito, Ecuador, Mexico City, Mexico and Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, according to the report.

“Cloud forests are fantastically beautiful and lush, with orchids, mosses and ferns growing across every surface,” says the report’s co-author, Philip Bubb of UNEP’s World Conservation Monitoring Centre. “Each tree branch is like a garden in itself.”

UNEP says cloud forest tourism can be a valuable source of income for local people and thus a reason to conserve these habitats. It cites efforts to provide employment in forest tourism, including trips to see the mountain gorillas in the cloud forests of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and other schemes in Asia and Latin America.

But the agency warns that commercial goals can also lead to harmful activities, such as logging, charcoal production, the introduction of faster-growing foreign vegetation – or more profitable but illegal plants – the hunting of rare animals and the building of tourism facilities like golf courses.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

9 February – A United Nations expert on racism today began a 12-day visit to Côte d’Ivoire to examine the role of ethnicity in the context of the country’s conflict.

Doudou Diene, the UN Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, will visit Abidjan, the country’s political centre, and its capital, Yamoussoukro, as well as other towns to gather information on the socio-political dynamics in Côte d’Ivoire, according to a statement released in Geneva.

The expert hopes to meet Ivorian authorities and representatives of the several groups, including the formerly rebel “Forces nouvelles,” now a part of the coalition government, as well as members of civil society and the international community in Abidjan.

Fierce fighting between the Government of Côte d’Ivoire and rebel forces, which erupted in September 2002, largely ended with a peace agreement, signed in Linas-Marcoussis, France, in January last year. French forces known as Licorne and West African peacekeeping troops have been keeping the former warring parties apart, aided by a small UN mission (MINUCI).

Mr. Diene previously visited Canada, Colombia, Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago.

* * *

Afghanistan

8 February – The reintegration of former fighters in Afghanistan began today in the capital, Kabul, where over 100 ex-soldiers are expected to rejoin society in the coming days, a spokesman for the United Nations Assistance Mission (UNAMA) said.

David Singh also reported that the disarmament process in Mazar-e-Sharif started yesterday with the participation of 2,000 men.

Meanwhile, an initial group of 2,000 former underage soldiers associated with Afghanistan’s fighting forces will this week benefit from a reintegration and rehabilitation programme which is supported by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The effort aims to help a total of 5,000 underage soldiers by the end of this year, according to agency spokesman Edward Carwardine.

“Each participant will receive information and advice on options available to him, such as education, vocational training and other skills acquisition, as well as drug abuse prevention and mine risk education,” he said. “Special briefings for the former child soldiers will also explain the civic responsibilities expected of all community members, in an effort to underline the constructive role that these young people can make in the rebuilding of their nation.”

In another development, efforts are under way to bring out more women voters as part of Afghanistan’s political process. The Kabul Municipality has organized the use of government buses to take women to registration sites throughout the city early next week.

So far, over 726,000 Afghans have now registered to vote, including nearly 160,000 women, UNAMA reported.

* *** *

 ___________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon, 

**SG Statement on Iraq
Early Saturday morning, the Secretary-General issued a statement announcing the arrival in Baghdad of the fact-finding team.

He said he hoped the team would help resolve the impasse of the transitional process.  He stressed that the most sustainable way forward is one that comes from the Iraqis themselves.  

As stressed in previous Security Council resolutions and the Secretary-General’s own reports to the Security Council, the UN is committed to help re-establishing Iraqi sovereignty as soon as possible and to maintaining its territorial integrity.  The UN strongly upholds the principle of the right of the Iraqi people freely to determine their political future and control their natural resources. 

He said the UN will offer whatever help it can to support the right of the Iraqi people to chart their own destiny and to live in peace, with respect and dignity.

**Iraq
As he came into the building this morning, the Secretary-General said the work of the electoral team in Iraq had gone extremely well so far.  He added that they are reaching out and talking to as many groups as possible.  The Secretary-General noted that the atmosphere was good and that the team, led by his Special Adviser Lahkdar Brahimi, had been well received.

Asked how long the team would stay in Iraq, the Secretary-General answered that they would take as much time as needed, but he did expect them to stay about a week.  He also said he wanted to be in a position to make recommendations by the end of February.

**Iraq -- Team
On the ground, the electoral fact-finding team continued their discussions with a broad cross section of the Iraqi political spectrum.  They met with individual members of the Iraqi Governing Council, as well as various representatives of Iraqi civil society.

Throughout these meetings, Brahimi stressed that the UN team is there with no agenda other than to assist the Iraqi people in their quest for self-determination, independence and restoration of sovereignty.

As you know, the team arrived in Baghdad Saturday to begin talks on how best to structure the handover of sovereignty to Iraq.  Brahimi described himself as “in listening mode”, emphasizing the United Nations’ independence and neutrality as Iraqis debate whether elections are the best means for the transfer of power by 30 June.

He met separately on Saturday with L. Paul Bremer, head of the Coalition Provisional Authority, and then with Bremer’s deputy, Sir Jeremy Greenstock.

On Sunday he saw the current President of the Iraqi Governing Council, Kurdish leader Mohsen Abdul Hamid.  He then met with all members of the Governing Council, and that meeting continued through lunch.

In the afternoon, he had a series of bilateral meetings with individual Council members, starting with Shi’ite leader Muwaffak al-Rubaie.  He then met with Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani before seeing the Communist Party head Hameed Moussa.  After that, he briefly joined a meeting between the UN’s chief electoral adviser, Carina Perelli, and an Iraqi technical team from Najaf, to discuss election issues.  Perelli is accompanied by two other UN electoral experts on this visit.

Brahimi then saw Abdelaziz al-Hakim, another Shi’ite leader, following which he had a dinner meeting with former Foreign Minister, Adnan Pachachi, a Sunni.

**Security Council
The Security Council has scheduled consultations today at 3:30 p.m. to hear briefings by the Secretary-General on Iraq and Cyprus.

**SG Stakeout
In his comments to the press this morning coming into the building, the Secretary-General was asked about the meeting taking place here tomorrow with the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders, and he noted that time was running short if the Cyprus plan were to be put to referenda by April.  Negotiations on the plan, he said, should conclude by the end of March.

He said he thought the leaders were coming to New York with a clear understanding that he will engage when he senses a real political will among the parties for sustained negotiations.  He told the people of Cyprus that they have a historic opportunity to unify their country and enter the European Union together, adding, “I hope that the people of Cyprus will press their leaders not to miss this opportunity”.

Asked about recent violence in Haiti, he said the United Nations was following the situation closely, and had been in touch with the Organization of American States and the Caribbean Community.  The Secretary-General added, “We will be stepping up our own involvement fairly soon”.

In response to a question, he also voiced the UN’s concern about the humanitarian situation in Darfur, in western Sudan, and said he had recently spoken to the President of Chad, who had offered to mediate between the Sudanese Government and rebels.

He said the United Nations has “offered to do whatever we can to assist the mediation, as well as to provide humanitarian assistance to the needy”.  We have the transcript of the comments upstairs.

**Afghanistan
The Secretary-General last Friday wrote a letter to the President of the Security Council, informing the Council of his intention to appoint Jean Arnault, of France, as his Special Representative for Afghanistan.  Arnault has been the acting Special Representative in that country since Lakhdar Brahimi left the post last month.  The Security Council has until tomorrow to respond to the Secretary-General’s letter.

Prior to his time in Afghanistan, Arnault had served as the head of the UN Office in Burundi.  Before that, he had been the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Guatemala.  We have copies of his C.V. upstairs.

**WFP/North Korea
The World Food Programme has called for urgent international assistance to help feed 6.5 million people in North Korea.  The country’s cereals stocks are almost exhausted and there is little in the pipeline. 

So far, donors have recently pledged contributions amounting to some 77,000 tonnes.  However, little of this food will arrive before April.  This means that for the next two months, millions of North Koreans will be deprived of cereals, which make up a large share of the basic “survival” ration.  We have more details available upstairs.

**Indonesia
Following the series of earthquakes that hit Papua province in Indonesia, a UN humanitarian team arrived in the town of Nabire yesterday.  UN staff are supporting local authorities in assessing damages and needs.

**DR Congo
This afternoon at Headquarters, the Deputy Secretary-General will be opening a high-level meeting on security sector reform in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to be attended by members of the Government of the DRC, the European Union, the World Bank and several interested States.  Embargoed copies of the Deputy Secretary-General’s opening remarks are available in my office.  

Also on the DRC, the UN Mission –- MONUC –- has reported rescuing 133 people from a sinking ship on the River Congo.  They have a press release on that upstairs.

**Somalia
The UN field security officer who was abducted on January 29 in Somalia was freed over the weekend.  Rolf Helmrich of Germany was released Saturday night into the custody of senior officials of the de facto authority in the region where he was abducted.  He is recuperating with his family now in Nairobi.

**Liberia
At the two-day International Reconstruction Conference on Liberia that ended Friday afternoon, organizations and governments pledged more than 

$500 million towards reconstruction and humanitarian assistance. The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said this morning that humanitarian needs remain urgent, and that humanitarian aid is still needed so that true reconstruction can begin in Liberia.

**Burundi
Berhanu Dinka, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Burundi, is opening a meeting of the Implementation Monitoring Committee in Bujumbura today to discuss ways to move the peace process forward.  We have more on that if you are interested.

**Global Compact
In Cairo today, some 200 representatives of Egyptian businesses, government, civil society, labour and the UN system convened for the national launch of the UN’s Global Compact, the first time that initiative has been launched in the Arab world.

Speaking at that event, UN Chef de Cabinet Iqbal Riza delivered a message on the Secretary-General’s behalf, expressing the hope that today’s launch will be followed by similar initiatives throughout the region.  “I am confident that the Global Compact will take root and blossom in your country and in the region”, he says.  We have copies of that message in English and in Arabic in my office.

**UNEP/Cloud forests
Turning to a meeting today of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Malaysia, where the UN Environment Programme issued a new report on cloud forests.  Cloud forests are mountain-top forests shrouded in clouds and mist, and they’re found almost exclusively in tropical areas.  They’re also vital habitats for thousands of rare species and provide water supplies for farmers, rural communities and many rapidly growing cities.

The UNEP report found that the Earth’s cloud forests are under increasing threat from factors including agriculture, road building, and climate change.  It makes clear that conserving and restoring cloud forests isn’t only a matter of aesthetics or a love of nature, but one of crucial economic importance for the developing world.  We have a press release available upstairs.

**Background Briefing
A reminder that this afternoon at 12:30, right after this briefing, a senior UN official will be here to brief you on background about the work of the Electoral Assistance Division of the UN’s Department of Political Affairs.  UN TV will not be airing this and delegates are invited to follow the briefing in Studio 4, located in the first basement.

**Press Conference tomorrow
Finally, a press conference tomorrow:  11:15, the Mission of Spain is sponsoring a press conference by Airline Ambassadors International and the Peace and Cooperation organization.  And they will be presenting the official poster of the 2004 International Youth Art Competition.

That’s all I have for you.  Colum?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Could you again first define what Lakhdar Brahimi’s role is?  For weeks he’s been sort of indicating the he would not be playing a leadership role on Iraq and it seems that, in his leading this mission, it’s hard to imagine that he wouldn’t be playing that role.  And also, could you tell us what Ahmad Fawzi’s position on the mission is?  Is he considered press officer for this mission and, if so, is this something the Spokesman’s office would have announced last week -- that he would be playing that role?

Spokesman:  I think I indicated to you that Mr. Brahimi is listening rather than putting ideas on the table.  His objective is to see whether the Iraqis themselves can agree on a way to manage the transfer to sovereignty by the 30th of June.  Is this a leading role?  I think it’s an important role.  Certainly, if he can succeed in identifying a procedure, a process that all Iraqis can agree on.  

I have to apologize for the secrecy that we maintained around 

Mr. Brahimi’s travelling to Baghdad, but the security there made it necessary for us to keep it absolutely quiet until after he had arrived.  I think it must have been Mr. Brahimi who recruited Ahmad Fawzi as his spokesman on the mission.  Fawzi had been in Paris on a training programme and he indicated to me that he was suddenly yanked out of that programme to go on this mission.  And no, my office did not know last week that Mr. Fawzi would be part of the mission.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, Can you tell us a little bit more about what the Secretary-General would be willing to live with coming out of the talks tomorrow on Cyprus?  Specifically if a deal is able to be reached and the plan goes to the referenda, does he imagine that it would be possible to leave some issues unresolved that could be sorted out after joining the European Union?

Spokesman:  I think it’s too early to say anything more than his hope that the two sides and the two motherlands are now firmly committed to resolving their outstanding differences on the basis of the plan that’s on the table and that these can be resolved in time to hold the referenda so that the whole process could be completed by the 1st of May.  As to details like whether he would accept leaving some issues open or not, I don’t want to speculate what his negotiating strategy will be.  I mean, he is looking for the two sides and Greece and Turkey to agree to some common platform and the more that they can agree the better, I think, is probably his general principle.  Yes, sir?

Question:  When will the meetings be tomorrow?

Spokesman:  We don’t have those details yet.  There was a planning meeting of the Secretary-General and his principal advisers on Cyprus this morning to discuss those kinds of details.  We hope to get some information from that meeting some time after 1:00 o’clock today.  So, if you check in with my office may be around 1:30 or 2:00 we hope to know more.  Yes, Michael?

Question:  When he says he wants to agree with the leaders on the ground rules, what does he mean?

Spokesman:  Well, you know what the situation is.  The plan is on the table.  An effort he made last year to get the two sides to agree to that plan failed.  He felt that there wasn’t as serious enough political commitment for the talks to succeed and he said he wasn’t going to get involved again until he saw signs of that commitment.  He now sees signs that they are serious about trying to meet the 1st of May deadline and so I think he wants to hear from each side what their opening position is, how far apart they are, how much flexibility there is on either side to compromise and to see if the whole process can be accelerated to a successful conclusion.  Yes?

Question:  If I may follow up.  Does this mean that tomorrow the Secretary-General will listen to the parties about their positions regarding the plan that is on paper?

Spokesman:  Well, he has spoken to them individually.  But, yes, the formal talks begin tomorrow.  As I say, we don’t have the details of the mechanics of what is going to take place tomorrow.  We hope to have that later this afternoon.  But I would imagine that the opening steps would be for the two sides to present their current position.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, how does the Secretary-General plan to step up the UN presence in Haiti?  And how soon is fairly soon?

Spokesman:  I don’t have any more details on that.  The intention he seemed to be signaling this morning was his willingness to get involved.  He was not more specific with you nor with me.  So, there is nothing more I can give you beyond what he said this morning.  We’ll see if we can get more from desk officers and so on.  But I have nothing more to add at this time.  Yes?

Question:  Will you be giving us the highlights of the report of the Secretary-Generalto the Security Council on Iraq and will that touch on the role of UNMOVIK –- the future role of UNMOVIK, especially regarding the arms (sic) of mass destruction and will UNMOVIK testify in front of the committee that was formed by the Americans, if asked to?

Spokesman:  Those are very complex questions that you have asked me.  You’re talking about the briefing this afternoon?

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman:  We’d have to ask for you if anyone would be prepared to brief you on background as to the substance of the Secretary-General’s briefing to the Council.  I don’t know whether he’d stop at the stakeout coming out and talk to you directly, or we can ask him to do that.  On UNMOVIK, I can’t say anything now that would come up before he actually briefs the Council.  So, let’s wait and see what he says to the Council and let’s see how much of that, if any, can be shared with you.  And we will ask for you and see what can be done this afternoon.

Question:  Will they be willing to testify if asked by the American Government?

Spokesman:  I think on a specific matter like that you should ask the UNMOVIK spokesman, because they don’t report to the Secretary-General as you know, but to the Security Council.  So, I can’t really speak for them except indirectly and I have no guidance from them on that point.  Yes?

Question:  Do you possibly have any further information, details, on Mr. Brahimi’s efforts to meet with Ayatollah al-Sistani?
Spokesman:  We will not be giving you any information in advance as to his programme.  He does intend to touch base with all the major actors.  I think it’s probably safe to assume that such a meeting is somewhere on his agenda.  But, I can’t give you anything more specific at this time.

Question:  Fred, just to follow up on that, just sort of housekeeping.  I mean, is this something that you guys are going to deal with here, or is it really going to be Fawzi in terms of -– will he be giving, you know, perhaps he will be giving briefings in Baghdad periodically on what the team is doing, or is it a total blackout until they return to New York for the report?

Spokesman:  Well, you’ve probably seen him quoted in the media. So, he is talking to the media there.  I don’t know whether he, in any systematic way, would be briefing the Baghdad media.  We have asked him to give us the specifics of the programme.  So, he phoned in to my office at about 11:00 o’clock this morning and gave us the events of today.  So, I have given you a rather comprehensive –- and he reported to me yesterday on the events of the weekend –- so, I have given you a rather comprehensive listing.  I don’t know if he’s been that comprehensive with the Baghdad press corps.  I’d think that because the story is there, he would be reporting to the media there.  We will back him up here and give you as much as he gives us.  And then you’ll have to compare notes with your Baghdad colleagues to see if you have anything more here that he may not have said there.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "CloudForests" ��BBC - Earth's cloud forests threatened� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Financial Times (London, England) - UN warns of growing threat to 'cloud forests'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Plants" ��Wake Forest Univesity - Cloud forest plants may not survive unprecedented climate change�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Reuters Alert - Cloud forests, water source to millions, face risk�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Destruction" ��SciDev.Net - Destruction of cloud forests threatens water supply� � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.scidev.net/siteimages/spacer.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protection" ��Scoop - Protection For Resource-Rich Cloud Forests Urged�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forests" ��The Star Online - Forests still under threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Golfcourses" ��ENS - World Meets to Ensure Diversity of Living Organisms


Agence France Presse - Asian golf courses rapped as environmental danger�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Extinction" ��Agence France Presse - Governments rapped over extinction crisis�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Talks" ��AP - Extinction Warning at Biodiversity Talks�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Summit" ��Associated Press Worldstream - Extinctions continue despite Earth Summit goals, U.N. officials say�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Provinces" ��Dawn - Provinces to submit proposals - Consensus on water issue� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleanup" ��Agence France Presse - New Iraqi environment ministry has just a million dollars for clean up�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rio" ��Courrier International - Douze ans après Rio, la destruction de la biodiversité se poursuit� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Asianbrowncloud" ��Economic Times - 'ASIAN' BROWN CLOUD BACK ON THE HORIZON� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ambassador" ��Playbill - Jason Raize, Broadway's Original Simba in The Lion King, Dead at 28�
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