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Business Day

Sunshine continent scared of a little solar energy
Sapa-DPA 

Many experts regard governments' unwillingness to try alternative energy sources as an obstacle 

THE star of the world summit on sustainable energy two years ago in Johannesburg now lies next to the highway to Pretoria. A huge solar collector gleams in the sun on the grounds of the Development Bank of Southern Africa. 

But the hi-tech collector has a flaw: the round disc is rarely positioned correctly, pointing earthwards, rather than towards the sun as it is supposed to do. 

The collector could be seen as a symbol of solar energy technology in Africa, although rooftops on the continent so greatly bathed in sunshine don't have many solar cells. 

"Only people who have a lot of money can afford it," is the explanation given by David Otieno of the environmental group Solarnet in Kenya. 

He says an estimated 200000 households use solar power. It costs at least 600 for the equipment to convert sunshine into energy about one-half of an average annual income in Kenya. 

Otieno reports that in Ethiopia as much solar energy is delivered in one day as Germany uses in about 18 months. 

"It is above all radios, TV sets and cellphone rechargers which are operated on solar power," he says. "But the potential for this energy is far from exhausted." 

This is also the view of Beate Baethke, solar energy expert for the German investment and development company DEG. 

"In southern Namibia there have been measurements showing that just through the sun's radiation alone, 3000kW-hours can be produced annually per square metre," she says. 

"This is several times over the levels found in California." 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is pushing the use of solar energy in Africa. For three years UNEP has been gathering data in the research of the continent's solar and wind power potential. 

In many parts of Africa, solar energy does not have to compete with conventional power sources . Electricity networks often do not extend beyond city boundaries. 

"The question here is not solar power or coal', but rather solar power or no electricity'," says UNEP energy expert Eric Usher. 

In Zambia only about 5% of the population has electricity, with solar power conversion the most widely used source. 

Botswana is the leader in tapping solar energy to heat water. 

"There is scarcely a public building there in which the warm water has not been heated by the sun," says Usher. 

In SA Germany is promoting the electrification of remote regions. Under a à 15,8m loan, work began in May 2002 to provide 27000 households, schools and health clinics with solar power. 

The European Union invested à 12,5m in solar energy, with the aim of providing1000 rural schools with electricity for the first time. But the project suffered a setback due to the theft of equipment . 

Prof Linda Chisolm of the Human Sciences Research Council cites another reason for the problematic position of solar power in Africa. 

"There are indications that solar facilities are regarded as a second-class source of electricity in many rural regions, and that they are seen as too weak and too expensive and block access to electric power grids," she says. 

Besides such problems of acceptance, many experts also regard conventional power concerns as an obstacle, and the same applies to governments' unwillingness to try alternative energy sources. 

"The politicians want to protect the old state monopolies," says Otieno of Solarnet in Kenya. 

"For many African states, solar energy is something suspicious." 
Jun 09 2004 07:06:48:000AM Ulrike Koltermann and Ralf Krueger Business Day 1st Edition 

Infoecologia 

Madrid 2012 acuerda con el PNUMA trabajar por el medio ambiente
Madrid, junio de 2004 ( Infoecología)
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La oficina olímpica Madrid 2012 ha recibido la felicitación del Programa de Naciones Unidas para Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) por la admisión de su proyecto en la carrera por la organización de los Juegos Olímpicos del año 2012 y, en declaraciones del director de esta área, Antonio Lucio, está dispuesta a mantener una línea de colaboración muy intensa con ese organismo que sea “patente a través de iniciativas y actuaciones concretas en esta nueva fase de candidatura”. 
  
Antonio Lucio aprovechó hace unos días la presencia en Barcelona de un grupo de directivos del PNUMA con ocasión del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente para reunirse con ellos y hacerles llegar la disponibilidad de Madrid 2012 en cuantas cuestiones vayan surgiendo. Klaus Topfer, director ejecutivo de PNUMA, es quien se dirigó a Madrid y a sus cuatro rivales por carta para recordarles los compromisos que todas las ciudades habían recogido en sus cuestionarios a favor del medio ambiente. 

  

Topfer intervino en el Fórum de las Culturas de Barcelona en nombre del PNUMA, organismo que tiene firmado un acuerdo estratégico con el Comité Olímpico Internacional desde 1994 para promover el deporte como instrumento al servicio del desarrollo sostenible y de la conciencia y el compromiso ambiental. 

  

Madrid y Londres son las dos únicas ciudades candidatas para la organización de los Juegos Olímpicos de 2012 que cuentan con un responsable específico de medio ambiente en sus oficinas. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hoydigital.com

Felicitan a Madrid por su programa medioambiental

Madrid 2012 recibió ayer la felicitación del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) por la admisión de su proyecto en la carrera por la organización de los Juegos Olímpicos de 2012. Klaus Topfer, director ejecutivo de PNUMA, se dirigió a todas las ciudades candidatas por carta para recordarles los compromisos que habían recogido en sus cuestionarios a favor del medio ambiente. Madrid y Londres son las dos únicas candidatas que cuentan con un responsable específico de medio ambiente.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LE MONDE | 08.06.04 

Le programme pour l'environnement a obtenu certains succès. 

New York de notre correspondante 
Si l'ONU est parvenue à créer un consensus politique sur l'importance du développement durable, elle peine à mobiliser les Etats sur la mise en œuvre des principes adoptés à Rio en 1992 ou à Johannesburg en 2002. "La difficulté, explique un diplomate européen, c'est de passer à l'action. Cela remet tellement en cause la manière dont nos sociétés fonctionnent."

La Commission du développement durable (CDD), créée en 1992, n'a pas joué le "rôle catalyseur" escompté. L'ONU a donc décidé, en avril, de lui associer les acteurs concernés (Etats, institutions financières, agences onusiennes, ONG, secteur privé, collectivités locales). De plus, la commission fonctionnera désormais par cycles de deux ans. "Avant, c'était une sorte de foire dans laquelle toutes les questions du développement durable étaient abordées", explique un délégué. L'eau et l'assainissement sont au programme de 2004. Plus d'une centaine de ministres ont participé aux travaux à New York. "Un succès, mais il reste beaucoup à faire", déplore l'un des organisateurs de la conférence.

Autre réforme envisagée : la transformation du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) sur le modèle de l'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS). L'idée d'une Organisation des Nations unies pour l'environnement (ONUE) a été lancée par le président Chirac au sommet de Johannesburg. Elle a été relancée par la France cette année. Un groupe de travail a été créé en février. Il compte maintenant 26 pays, parmi lesquels la Chine, l'Inde et le Brésil, qui se sont réunis pour la première fois au niveau ministériel. "A ce stade, les Américains sont contre ce projet, parce que c'est du multilatéralisme et qu'il concerne l'environnement. Les pays en développement sont partagés, les pays africains sont plutôt pour. Par contre, les grands pays émergents y voient un risque de frein à leur développement. Excepté la Chine, très préoccupée par ces questions ", explique un diplomate français.

Le PNUE, considéré par certains comme "ringard" et "inadapté", a cependant remporté quelques succès. Il a notamment facilité des partenariats avec les institutions financières. "L'industrie de l'assurance est actuellement la plus active. Elle prévoit déjà les conséquences financières du réchauffement de la planète ", explique Adnan Amin, représentant à New York du PNUE (qui siège à Nairobi).

Côté secteur privé, le "Global Compact", ou Pacte mondial, cherche lui aussi un second souffle. Ce pacte, qui énonce neuf principes relatifs aux droits de l'homme, aux normes sociales du travail et à l'environnement, a été signé par plus de 1 200 entreprises installées dans plus de 70 pays. Elles se réuniront pour la première fois le 24 juin à New York. Kofi Annan, qui a lancé l'initiative en 1999 au Forum de Davos, devrait à cette occasion proposer les axes stratégiques de la nouvelle phase du pacte. "Ici encore, la question sera de savoir comment passer de l'adoption des principes à leur concrétisation", met en garde un délégué.

Les Objectifs du Millénaire constituent un autre facteur important de mobilisation de la communauté internationale. "La mayonnaise a pris autour de ces objectifs", estime un diplomate. L'Assemblée générale de l'ONU vient de décider la tenue d'un sommet, en septembre 2005, pour faire le point sur les progrès réalisés, notamment sur l'objectif n° 7 : réduire de moitié le pourcentage de la population qui n'a pas accès à l'eau potable. "Mais pour 80 % des Etats membres, en voie de développement, la lutte contre la pauvreté et l'aide publique restent prioritaires", rappelle un autre diplomate.

Anne Guyomarc'h 
• ARTICLE PARU DANS L'EDITION DU 09.06.04

Burkina NTIC
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Le Programme des Nations pour l’environnement (PNUE) organise son quatrième concours photo international sur l’environnement intitulé "Focus sur ton monde." Ce concours qui tourne autour du thème "hommage à la diversité," a pour objectif de sensibiliser l’opinion aux problèmes de l’environnement dans le monde entier et à canaliser les efforts internationaux vers des solutions créatives.

Le PNUE dont la mission est de "proposer un leadership et d’encourager les partenariats visant à protéger l’environnement en fournissant inspiration, information et moyens aux pays et aux habitants pour améliorer la qualité de vie, sans compromettre l’avenir des générations futures," profitera de ce concours pour créer un "journal visuel" qui illustrera la situation critique de notre planète.

Le PNUE opère sous le leadership de son Secrétaire général, Klaus Topfer d’Allemagne et son siège se situe à Nairobi, au Kenya, avec des bureaux régionaux dans le monde entier.

Règlement

Les candidatures seront acceptées du 5 juin 2004 au 24 octobre 2004. Aucune candidature ne sera admise avant ou après les dates indiquées.

1. Un maximum de trois photos sera proposé par participant. Les photos peuvent porter sur des sujets différents ou constituer un ensemble de trois photos sur le même sujet.

Chaque dossier de candidature devra comporter une fiche de candidature signée avec une étiquette portant le nom fixée au dos de chaque photo papier ou diapo, (à télécharger sur le site du Concours photo international du PNUE ou voir au dos du formulaire de candidature).

2. Toutes les photos comporteront une légende bien documentée indiquant le pays, la ville ou la région et en cas de photo de la flore ou de la faune, veuillez préciser le nom de l’espèce. Veuillez également ajouter une brève description avec référence précise sur les problèmes de l’environnement illustrés par votre photo.

3. Les dossiers de candidature, photos ou diapos ne seront pas retournés aux candidats. Aucun accusé de réception du dossier de candidature ne sera envoyé.

4. Les dossiers de candidature seront envoyés et rassemblés dans un centre spécialement désigné à cet effet.

5. Les fiches de candidature sont à votre sur le site du Concours photo du PNUE, http://www.unep-photo.com. Prix

Les photos ayant gagné un prix ou un accessit seront annoncées lors d’une cérémonie qui se tiendra en mars 2005 au Japon. Les photos gagnantes feront alors partie d’une exposition itinérante dont le but sera de sensibiliser l’opinion mondiale aux problèmes de l’environnement.

Plusieurs lauréats seront invités à prendre part à la cérémonie de remise des prix :

Lauréat du Prix d’Or pour la Classe Générale Lauréat du Prix d’Or pour la Classe Jeunes Lauréat du Prix d’Or pour la Classe Enfants Lauréat du Prix spécial du Directeur exécutif du PNUE Lauréat du Prix spécial de Canon

Les prix seront :

Classe Générale Prix d’Or (un) : 20 000 dollars et une plaque Prix d’Argent (un) : 10 000 dollars et une plaque Prix de Bronze (un) : 5 000 dollars et une plaque Accessit (40) : une plaque

Classe Jeunes Prix d’Or (un) : 5 000 dollars et une plaque Prix d’Argent (un) : 2 000 dollars et une plaque Prix de Bronze (trois) : 1000 dollars et une plaque Accessit (40) : une plaque

Classe Enfants Prix d’Or (un) : 2 000 dollars et une plaque Prix d’Argent (un) : 1000 dollars et une plaque Prix de Bronze (trois) : 500 dollars et une plaque Accessit (40) : une plaque

Deux Prix Spéciaux seront également remis : le Prix Spécial du Directeur exécutif du PNUE (un) et le Prix Spécial de Canon (un). 

 

Reuters

Insurers Warn Government of Climate Change Cost


LONDON - Extreme weather could triple British storm and flood damage claims by 2050, triggering hikes in insurance rates, according to a report from the Association of British Insurers. 

The report on Tuesday called for improved flood defences and tougher regulations on building design to combat climate change. 

It said the number of winter storms crossing the UK had doubled in the last 50 years while summers were hotter. 

Weather-related claims doubled to 6 billion pounds between 1998 and 2003 compared to the previous five years. The report said costs could triple again if no action is taken. 

Swiss Re, the world's second largest reinsurer, has said the cost of natural disasters, aggravated by climate change, could double to $150 billion (82 billion pounds) annually in 10 years. 

"Managing the impact of climate change is a major challenge for society -- we already live with its effects every day," said John Parker, head of general insurance at the ABI. 

The government, which in 2002 ratified the Kyoto Protocol to cut greenhouse gas emissions, welcomed the report while acknowledging climate change was "unavoidable". 

"Climate change is with us already and its impacts over the next few decades are now unavoidable," said Environment Minister Elliot Morley. 

"In the UK we are likely to experience hotter, drier summers and warmer, wetter winters ... Our changing climate is bringing with it an increasing number of weather-related insurance claims," he added. 

British spending on flood defences has jumped from 300 million pounds in 1996/7 to more than 400 million in 2004/5. 

A spokesman for the Green Party gave a thumbs down to the government's environmental policies. 

"They've got policies that go in completely the wrong direction ... They want to double or treble the size of the UK aviation industry and aviation is the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas emissions," said the Green's Spencer Fitzgibbon. 

"They've worked very hard to give the impression they're tackling climate change but Kyoto's targets are completely inadequate," he added 

Story by Jason Hopps 

Story Date: 10/6/2004 
ENS

Plan to Secure Nuclear Weapons Opens Sea Island G8 Summit 
SAVANNAH, Georgia, June 9, 2004 (ENS) - The leaders of the world's eight most industrialized countries are close to agreement on a plan to expand international efforts to locate and eliminate weapons of mass destruction, National Security Council spokesperson Jim Wilkinson said Tuesday. 

Briefing reporters in Savannah, as the G8 leaders gathered on Sea Island for their annual Summit meeting, Wilkinson, speaking for the White House, said the plan would expand the Proliferation Security Initiative and strengthen the UN International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Although the summit began Tuesday as President George W. Bush welcomed the other leaders to Sea Island, summit negotiations have been going on for some time, and a range of agreements already have been reached. The G8 consists of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States. A ninth entity, the European Union, is represented in all discussions as well. 
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Heading to the G8 summit at Sea Island, Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin and his wife Sheila Martin wave during their arrival at Hunter Army Airfield Tuesday. (Photos courtesy The White House except where noted)
Today, the G8 leaders are joined for lunch by the leaders of Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Jordan, Turkey and Yemen. On Thursday, the G8 leaders will have lunch with the leaders of Algeria, Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa and Uganda. 

Briefing reporters, a senior administration official noted that 62 countries gathered in Krakow, Poland last week to endorse the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) and a set of principles that seek to prevent international trade in nuclear weapons materials and technology. At that meeting, Russia was named a member of the PSI core group, so now all eight of the G8 countries are part of the core group. 

The official also expects the G8 leaders to endorse an expansion of the global partnership initiated at the 2002 G8 summit in Kananaskis, Canada, to secure or eliminate weapons of mass destruction in the states of the former Soviet Union. 

The G8 leaders are expected to welcome the passage of UN Security Council Resolution 1540, which calls on UN member states to criminalize activity related to weapons of mass destruction and improve export control systems in an effort to prevent international trafficking in these weapons. 
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Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi talks with children at Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah on his way to the G8 Summit Tuesday.

The G8 leaders are expected to adopt measures aimed at closing loopholes in the nuclear nonproliferation regime. The Bush administration is concerned that "under the guise of so-called peaceful nuclear programs, many states around the world have acquired very sensitive technologies that permit them, together with a clandestine weapons program, to draw very close to having nuclear weapons capability" without apparently violating the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, the senior official said. 

He said that President Bush is working to "cut off the transfer of enrichment and reprocessing technology to any states that don't currently have it." 

The senior official said the G8 leaders are expected to adopt a one year freeze on inaugurating new technology transfers to additional states until the G8 committees can develop a comprehensive strategy for regulating such transfers. 

The official also said that the G8 leaders have agreed that safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) should be tightened by making the adoption of the additional protocol a condition to the importation of certain nuclear technologies, even if those technologies are destined for legitimate civil power applications. 

Wilkinson told reporters that the G8 leaders already have endorsed initiatives to end famine in the Horn of Africa, eradicate polio by the end of 2005 and expand micro-finance programs targeting entrepreneurs. Such programs are key to poor countries' economic development, Wilkinson said. 

In addition, the leaders have committed to help poor countries develop local institutions to finance access to housing and clean water, he said. 

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder greets students upon his arrival for the G8 summit at Hunter Army Airfield. 

The G8 leaders are expected to announce a new initiative to help prevent famine by improving worldwide emergency assessment and response systems, with the goal of raising agricultural productivity, and helping five million people who live in a chronic state of insecurity over food. Wilkinson said the leaders have set the goal of helping people in Ethiopia to attain food security by the year 2009. 

"Millions of people face hunger or food insecurity in places like Eritrea, Somalia, the Sudan, Kenya and Uganda," said Wilkinson. "Five million Ethiopians are unable at some time in any year to secure an adequate supply of food for their survival. The President believes that famine is a preventable tragedy, and he is determined to commit the international community and the United States to do more to help alleviate it." 

Being called "Ending the Cycle of Famine in the Horn of Africa," the initiative is the first to be wholly agreed. In Ethiopia it will work by supporting land reform, rural infrastructure development, regional economic integration and integrating and making more efficient some comprehensive famine prevention programs. 

President Bush and the other G8 leaders also have agreed to establish a global HIV vaccine enterprise, a consortium that would accelerate the development of an HIV vaccine, Wilkinson said. 

The G8 leaders will also act to combat polio, which endemic to six countries and has re-emerged in nine additional nations. "You can expect the G8 this week to announce that they will take all necessary steps to help eradicate polio by the end of 2005," Wilkinson said. 

There will be a G8 commitment to help finance housing and clean water access by developing local mortgage and municipal bond markets, he said. There will be a U.S.-African Mortgage Markets Initiative, which, as you know, was launched in 2003 and is already assisting Botswana, Nigeria, Zambia, South Africa and others in designing and implementing mortgage finance programs. 

"The U.S. $1 billion Water for the Poor Initiative is working to bring clean water to some 50 million people globally," Wilkinson said. 

At previous summits, on these issues reporters have had direct access to the nongovernmental organizations who have been working on these issues for many years. This year, they are not at the press center, instead they have been replaced by representatives of companies such as Verizon and Cingular. 

Protest banner displayed in a Savannah park during the G8 protest on Tuesday (Photo courtesy Indymedia)
There were a few anti-G8 demonstrators in Savannah. On Tuesday, about 150 people marched from Forsyth Park to the Civil Rights Museum and back for a rally and festival in the park. 

"It's a victory just to have this event," said local organizer Kelly Gasink. "If we didn't have a place for people to do their art, make their statements, they would just walk around and maybe break things, which doesn't accomplish anything." 

Although the City of Savannah was more forthcoming with a permit than the City of Brunswick, the march organizers complained of barriers thrown up by all levels of government and law enforcement. 

The Savannah marchers and rally speakers represented a range of views and causes, from local liberals, Greenpeace, and members of the Libertarian and Green parties. 

In Brunswick, Georgia on Tuesday morning, 150 global justice activists and almost as many members of the press gathered at the old courthouse in downtown Brunswick for a "March Against the War in Iraq and the War at Home." 

In San Francisco, some 200 people joined the Mutant Street Fest that was organized by a group that called itself West Coast G8 on Tuesday.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

10 June 2004

General Environment News

Nyamulagira volcano continues eruption 

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - The Nyamulagira volcano near Goma is still erupting with lava heading northwest toward the Virunga National Park, but posing no threat to life, according to a release by the Goma Volcano Observatory. The head of the observatory Kasereka Mahinda said the Nyirangongo volcano was also active, emitting a thick billow of gas visible on its flanks. Mahinda urged the population in surrounding areas to avoid the toxic substances released by both volcanoes.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045405&dte=09/06/2004
Treasury Moots Tax Incentives to Boost Biofuels Sector

Business Day (Johannesburg): The national treasury has proposed introducing tax incentives for biofuels production to attract investment and expand the renewable energies sector. Government sees renewable energies as a big future market that could create thousands of jobs. The policy initiative comes amid global concern over the sustainability of oil and gas exploration over the long term and the need for all countries to reassess their energy policies. Last year government stressed the importance of biofuels to support sustainable development and the treasury believes the tax incentives will fast-track development of this sector. The accelerated depreciation allowance would be extended to cover the full chain of biofuels production in terms of a provision in the draft Tax Laws Amendment Bill that was tabled at a meeting of Parliament's ad hoc finance committee yesterday. Previously not all biofuel projects qualified for the tax incentive only farming operations were eligible. The draft bill, however, amends the Income Tax Act, allowing the 50:30:20 ratio tax depreciation write-off for investment in biofuel-related processing after feed stock has left the farm. Oil feed stock is used for the production of biodiesel and bioethanol.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406090360.html
Solar Studies Can Develop Energetic Field in Country

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): Angolan geographer and astronomer Jaime Vilinga, of the Science Faculty of Agostinho Neto University, affirmed today in Luanda, that the studies to be carried out in the solar observatory, will contribute for the development of the energetic area and in the environmental study in the country. Mr. Vilinga, who was speaking to ANGOP, about the utility of the solar observatory and its social applicability, said that the results can be applied in the energetic area, adding that the sun is the biggest producer of existing energy and if well exploitated can be used in different fields. According to the Lecturer, there is a concentration of energy into the solar system, which goes through the radiation to conversion, as a motive of studies to reach a point of substitution of the energetic terrestrial system to solar system. The country has observed during this century four astronomic phenomena, being two solars, in June 2001 and December 2002, a lunar, in May 2004, and the transit of Venus, last Tuesday.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406090824.html
Agriculture Ministry Celebrates National Tree Planting

Standard Times (Freetown): The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security has over the weekend celebrated the 19th National Tree Planting Day at Leicester Peak in Freetown. The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security, Dr Sama Mondeh said his ministry, together with stakeholders recently held a workshop to map out strategies to discourage deforestation, adding that if it is discouraged the forests will again provide a livelihood for the populace. "We want to ensure that the whole mountain areas are tree covered in order to protect the harbor and provide rain for agriculture," he said. The vice President, Mr. Solomon Berewa, who planted the first tree, said that the mountain and peninsular areas are good channels that if well utilized will give support to the nations fight for food security. He said the government has taken a strong action against forest loss by the establishment of a task force to protect our forest areas.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406090482.html
Environmental Problems Do Not Put On Party Colors'

Accra Mail (Accra): Professor George Tawiah Odamtten, Dean of the Faculty of Science, University of Ghana, Legon has warned against the wearing of party colors to functions dealing with the environment. "Environmental problems do not put on party colors, but rather national colors, so we need not continue to shift blame about such issues from one government to the other. We should rather take concrete steps at tackling such issues when they occur." Prof. Odamtten was speaking at the opening of a two-day workshop on Provision of Graduate Education in the Causes, Effects and Control of Environmental Problems in Ghana. The workshop organized by the University of Ghana Graduate Environment Science Programme with sponsorship from the Carnegie Corporation of New York is part of activities marking World Environment Day. Prof. Odamtten said though stakeholders needed to think globally on issues relating to the environment, they should act locally in helping to solve such problems. "Nobody would police our environment for us, we need to do it ourselves and work at arriving at solutions that would help us address such problems," he said. He said the importance that the nation attached to its environment today would determine how its citizens would live tomorrow. He urged the Government to make it mandatory for manufacturers of plastic products to contribute towards the management of the country's waste.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406090851.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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ARGENTINA: Indians Fight Sale of Reserve 



BUENOS AIRES - Wichí Indians in northern Argentina last week filed a legal petition in Salta provincial courts to stop the sale of 16,000 hectares that, until two months ago, were part of a nature reserve. 

The Salta government created the reserve in 1995 to protect native forest but in April presented a bill to the provincial parliament to sell the land "for productive ends". The lawmakers approved the bill. 

Matías Duarte, attorney for the indigenous community Eben Ezer, charges that the sale violates the constitutional rights of the Wichí to the land, to participate in natural resource management and to a health environment. 

The global environmental watchdog group Greenpeace has also challenged the measure, saying the land is vital for the Wichí as a source of hunting grounds, fruit, honey and firewood. 


 


 

PERU: Peasants Ready to Cut Pipeline 



LIMA - Peasant farmers from the Convención Valley, in the southeastern Peruvian department of Cuzco, threaten to destroy one kilometer of the Camisea-Lima natural gas pipeline if the construction companies Techint, Plus Petrol and TGP do not agree to compensate them with 20 million dollars for environmental damages to the area. 

Deputy energy minister Juan Miguel Cayo announced on May 20 the completion of the pipeline, which will begin operating on Aug. 9. In response, the Defense and Development Front, from Convención province, renewed mobilizations against the project. 

"The companies and the national government so far have ignored the peasants' demands, despite the fact that an accord exists for resolving the environmental impacts of the pipeline," said Abel Cruz, president of the Front. 

But TGP general manager Alejandro Segret says "no environmental harm that was not foreseen in the measures included in the project have occurred." 


 


 

COLOMBIA: Ozone-Depleting Substances Eliminated 



BOGOTA - Two Colombian companies based in the northern city of Barranquilla are implementing technology friendly to the Earth's ozone layer, thanks to a donation of 1.4 million dollars from the Multilateral Fund of the Montreal Protocol on Ozone-Depleting Substances. 

Rymco Laboratories, a medical product manufacturer, refitted its factory to eliminate the annual consumption of 11 tons of CFC-113, a chemical that destroys ozone, and was used as a solvent in silicon in treating syringes and catheters. 

Thermo-Coil, which produces air conditioner parts, began converting its industrial plant in July 2001 to eliminate use of 137 tons annually of ozone-depleting substances. 


 


 

HONDURAS: Fomenting Clean Production 



TEGUCIGALPA - The Honduran Business Council for Sustainable Development, with backing from the United Nations, will begin a program in July to promote alternative energy sources and sustainable waste management in the industrial zones along the northern coast. 

At a cost of two million dollars over a three-year period, the project seeks to encourage attitudes of "clean production" in the business sector. 

"We are ready to look for alternatives to help curb environmental contamination," says Jacobo Kattán, of the Honduran Maquiladora Association, based in San Pedro Sula, 250 km from Tegucigalpa. 

"We believe there are many problems that can be prevented. Before, one could swim in certain rivers, like the Choluteca, but now it's a sewer. We have to do something to ensure the well being of our children," he told Tierramérica

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain 
Pesticides pose hidden dangers  

MORE research is needed into environment-friendly ways of controlling pests in Bahrain, an insect specialist told a seminar held last night.

Insecticides pose hidden dangers, said Environment Friends Society consultancy member Bahraini Dr Abdul Aziz Abdul Kareem.

"There are many hazards of using insecticides - they are toxic, can have an adverse effect on non-target species, they are poisonous to humans, they build resistance in insects, they can help the resurgence of a species to become a pest and they increase the toxins in water and soil," he said.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=83776&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27081
UAE
Satellite eye helps spot eco-damage 
Environmental researchers are looking at satellite imagery in an effort to detect any potential damage to the coastal ecology of Abu Dhabi.

The satellite technology enables experts to look at the quality of sea-bed vegetation in shallow waters and to record the extent of vegetation or even erosion on the shores of the emirate.

The project covered the area between the islands of Sa'adiyat and Abu Al Abbyadh and was conducted by scientists from the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) with support from Japan Oil Development Company (Jodco).

Jodco incorporated the field data into a mapping process, while Erwda's role was to verify the data by carrying out field studies at selected sites to validate the information. 

A final report was handed over to Erwda yesterday during a meeting between Ryotaro Oguro, general manager of Jodco, and Majid Al Mansouri, Erwda's secretary general.

Al Mansouri hailed the joint initiative, aimed at identifying sensitive marine and coastal areas in particular critical wildlife habitats. "These results confirm that satellite technology is an important tool for monitoring changes in natural resources.

"The accuracy of studies such as this is higher when analysing the shore and shallow waters of less than five metres, as compared to deep-water areas. This is one of the areas that can be looked into further in future studies."

The Erwda official added that the coastline of the emirate of Abu Dhabi represents an important and unique coastal environment characterised by a wide diversity of natural resources, such as beaches, coral reefs, mangroves, sea grass beds and salt flats, which together support a rich array of wildlife – some rare and even endangered.

In 2001, Erwda issued the first document (the Abu Dhabi Coastline Oil Spill Protection Priorities Atlas) that identifies sensitive marine and coastal areas and other sensitive ecological systems in the coastline of the emirate. 

It spells out areas that should be given priority in the event of an oil spill. 

Erwda is currently planning to update the atlas by producing maps with similar methods of satellite sensing. Oguro said he was pleased that the joint project with Erwda had proved to be such a success.

"During the research, we hosted Erwda staff in Tokyo to discuss data collection and methods of verifying the results," he said.

"We also held a workshop on research methods for remote sensing at Erwda's offices last year. The five-day workshop used computers and high-level technology interpreted by an expert from JGI, a Japanese company specialising in geophysical studies."

http://www.gulf-news.com/
The Environmental Research and Wildlife Division Agency (ERWDA) received the final report on monitoring Natural Resources in the Marine & Coastal Zone of Abu Dhabi.

أبحاث البيئة تتلقى التقرير النهائي لرصد الموارد الطبيعية في المنطقة البحرية والشريط الساحلي لأبوظبي
تسلمت هيئة ابحاث البيئة والحياة الفطرية وتنميتها امس التقرير النهائي للدراسة التي قامت بها شركة تطوير النفط اليابانية المحدودة «جودكو» حول استخدام تقنيات متقدمة في الاستشعار عن بعد لرصد الموارد الطبيعية الموجودة في المنطقة البحرية الضحلة والشريط الساحلي لامارة أبوظبي بهدف متابعة ومراقبة التغيرات في البيئة الساحلية لشواطئ الامارة والتي تمت بالتعاون بين الجانبين. 

وتسلم ماجد المنصوري الامين العام للهيئة التقرير من ريوتارو اجورو مدير عام شركة جودكو خلال الاجتماع الذي عقد امس بمقر الهيئة بأبوظبي بحضور عدد من المسئولين بالشركة اليابانية والهيئة. 

وقال ماجد المنصوري ان الدراسة تمت على بعض المواقع في المنطقة الواقعة بين جزيرة السعديات وجزيرة أبو الابيض نظرا لانها غنية بالتنوع البيولوجي وتشهد العديد من الانشطة البشرية المختلفة لاجراء الدراسة مشيرا الى ان استخدام تقنيات الاستشعار عن بعد يعتبر من الوسائل البحثية المتطورة لدراسة وتقييم ومراقبة الموارد الطبيعية وادارتها ومعالجة المشكلات البيئية عن طريق تفسير وتحليل المرئيات الفضائية والجوية باساليب التحاليل المختلفة واستخلاص المعلومات فيها بما يخدم الخطط والمشاريع الاستراتيجية. 

واوضح ان الدراسة تهدف الى التعرف على البيئة الساحلية في منطقة الدراسة من خلال استخدام تقنيات الاستشعار عن بعد لدراسة الموارد الطبيعية ووضع تصور للتغيرات البيئية في الامارة والتي يمكن ان تساعد في تحديد وضع اولويات الحماية في حال تعرض المنطقة للتلوث النفطي او اي كارثة بيئية اخرى مشيرا الى انه لتحقيق الدقة المناسبة في النتائج النهائية فان الدراسة اعتمدت على تكامل المعلومات الناتجة من تحليل المرئيات الفضائية التي اجريت في اليابان مع البيانات الميدانية التي جمعتها الهيئة. 

واضاف ان فريقا من الهيئة قام بجمع بيانات ميدانية من المنطقة تحت الدراسة لاستخدامها في التأكيد من دقة المرئيات الفضائية والتحقق من نتائج هذا النموذج المستخدم واعتماده كطريقة لدراسة المصادر الطبيعية ومراقبة التغيرات البيئية في المستقبل مشيرا الى انه لوحظ ان دقة تحليل المرئيات الفضائية كانت اعلى على اليابسة. 

http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1086585934815&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Rebel forces withdraw from eastern DR of Congo town, UN mission says
*
UN to co-host media seminar on promoting peace in the Middle East
*
Eritrea suffering profound water shortage, UN says
*
Violence creates huge economic cost for countries – WHO study
*
Business leaders to meet at UN summit on good corporate citizenship
* * * *

DR of Congo
8 June – Rebel forces have withdrawn from Bukavu, a town in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) that they seized last week, and sporadic shooting has died down as government troops have re-entered the town, the United Nations Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said today.

“MONUC welcomes both the withdrawal of the dissident troops under General Laurent Nkunda and Colonel Jules Mutebutsi from Bukavu and the return of Government forces under General Mbuza Mabe to the same town this Wednesday, 9 June 2004,” the Mission said in a statement.

The peacekeeping mission would retain its troops in Bukavu and the surrounding areas and, in conjunction with the South Kivu provincial authorities and the Transitional Government, would assist civilians in need, it said.

A UN spokesman in New York said Colonel Mutebutsi and his forces, except for 32 defectors under MONUC guard, had crossed into Rwanda, while General Nkunda’s troops had withdrawn to the DRC town of Goma, north of Bukavu.

Civilians who are accompanied to the closed border with Rwanda are admitted and met by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Stephane Dujarric said.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the humanitarian agencies expect both government and rebel forces to facilitate the provision of assistance to some 3.3 million people, a process which was largely suspended during the violence that started on 26 May.
* * *
Middle East

9 June – Policy-makers and senior journalists from around the world will gather in Beijing next week for a two-day seminar, co-hosted by the United Nations and China, focusing on “the role of civil society in promoting a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.”

The international media seminar, which will be held next Wednesday and Thursday, is the 12th since 1991 in a series organized by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) in response to General Assembly resolutions.

Its participants will include current and former policy-makers from Israel and the Palestinian National Authority, as well as senior UN officials, civil society representatives, regional experts and prominent journalists.

Shashi Tharoor, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, will moderate the seminar and deliver a message to the meeting from Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

The forum is scheduled to discuss how civil society and the media can promote Israeli-Palestinian dialogue and the overall peace process, as well as the current state of the Road Map peace plan.

The Road Map, which is sponsored by the Quartet of the European Union, the Russian Federation, the UN and the United States, calls for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps by the Israelis and Palestinians leading to two states living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

* * *
Eritrea
9 June – Eritrea has been suffering from such intense drought that people have started migrating from one area to another in search of new water sources and fresh grazing lands for their animals, the United Nations said today.

The drought has led people to start migrating from Northern and Southern Red Sea and Gash Barka, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

A World Food Programme (WFP) workshop on selection criteria for aid beneficiaries that should have taken place last week in Barentu, Gash Barka was postponed after a bomb went off in Barentu, killing five people and injuring 88. The device was placed under a vehicle used by musicians observing Eritrea’s 24 May independence anniversary, OCHA said.

The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) is collaborating with two non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in building a road to the site where a 45 metre water reservoir will be built to supply 2,000 people in Ashiti.

A German NGO, GTZ, has also begun feasibility studies on repairing water supply systems in Agordat, Barentu, Hakikota and Tessenei.

Meanwhile, some farmers have already ploughed their land in hope that the rainy season will start at the expected time in June or July, depending on the location.

* * *
Violence

8 June – Violence exacts a huge financial toll above and beyond the physical and emotional devastation it causes, with violence-related injuries costing some countries more than 4 per cent of their gross domestic product (GDP), a report issued today by the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) reveals.

The report, released on the final day of a four-day conference in Vienna devoted to injury prevention and safety promotion, found that at least 1.6 million people around the world die from violence every year, with millions of others injured or suffering from physical, sexual or mental health problems as a result.

Violence is the biggest cause of death among people between 15 and 44, accounting for 14 per cent of male deaths and 7 per cent of female deaths in that age bracket. The killers of males are usually strangers, but almost half of the women who die because of violence are killed by their current or former husbands or partners.

The WHO report focused on the economic costs to countries of violence from murder, sexual assault and violent injury, measuring the medical, legal, judicial and police costs as well as the indirect costs of lost productivity, psychological suffering and future criminality.

It found that Colombia and El Salvador spend 4.3 per cent of their GDP on health costs related to violence, while Brazil spends 1.9 per cent and Peru 1.5 per cent.

Catherine Le Galès-Camus, an Assistant Director-General of WHO, said the study highlighted the expensive economic consequences to societies of violence.

“Responding to violence diverts billions of dollars away from education, social security, housing and recreation, into the essential but seemingly never-ending tasks of providing care for victims and criminal justice interventions for perpetrators,” Dr. Le Galès-Camus said.

Industrialized countries also face high economic costs. In Australia, for example, workplace violence costs $837 million to the economy each year and $5,582 to employers for every victim. In one province of South Africa, Western Cape, homicides alone cost $30 million each year.

Sexual violence, especially involving children, also leads to high costs. Data from some countries suggests about 20 per cent of women and between 5 and 10 per cent of men were abused as children.

WHO said one study had indicated that child abuse costs the United States economy as much as $94 billion a year – or about 1 per cent of its GDP.

Urging countries to do more to prevent violence before it occurs, Alexander Butchart, WHO Coordinator for Violence Prevention, said the study’s findings show this makes good economic sense on top of the obvious benefits to health and safety.

Dr. Butchart said programmes that target high-risk youth should be expanded and services for victims of crime improved if the world is to reduce the incidence of violence.

* * *
Global Compact
9 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will host more than 400 corporate executives, government officials and civil society leaders later this month for the largest gathering ever to discuss better corporate practices in human rights, labour and the environment – hallmarks of his Global Compact initiative.

“The impact of the Global Compact has not only been through the community of multinational corporations but also in the developing countries, both in the private sector and also in the public sector, and this is a very unusual feature,” John Ruggie, Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser on the Global Compact, said at a press briefing today on the launch of a report that assesses the initiative’s effect.

The study, carried out by the international management consultancy McKinsey & Company, concludes that the Compact has helped put “corporate responsibility” on the agenda of the developing world.

The survey shows that 67 per cent of respondents changed their corporate policies in relation to human rights, labour and environment principles since joining the Compact, with 40 per cent reporting that the Compact was a significant driver of those changes. The report notes, however, that “inconsistent participation and divergent and unmet expectations limit the impact on companies” and hinders the Compact’s credibility.

Also speaking at today’s briefing, Georg Kell, Executive Head of the Global Compact, noted that corporations have so far lagged behind in the area of human rights relative to environmental and workplace issues. The “big thing,” he said, is to convince chief executives and companies that they can no longer afford to say that human rights are not their business but the job of governments.

Since the Compact was launched in 2000 it has grown rapidly from 50 companies to the nearly 1,500 that participate today, making it the largest voluntary “corporate responsibility” initiative in the world.

The one-day Leaders Summit on 24 June is expected to draw chief executive officers and other senior executives of major international corporations, and is scheduled to hear a keynote address from President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. Participants will assess the progress of the Global Compact, share experiences and chart its future course.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Michèle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Security Council
As you all know by now, yesterday afternoon the Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 1546 on Iraq, which welcomes a new phase in Iraq’s transition to a democratically elected government. 

In the text, Council members also look forward to the end of the occupation, which paves the way for Iraqis to assume “full responsibility and authority” for their country, including decisions on security matters, at the end of the month. 

The resolution also spells out a leading role for the UN to help convene a national conference in July to select a Consultative Council, advise and support the new authorities on the process for holding elections, scheduled for January 2005, as well as promote national dialogue and consensus on the drafting of a new constitution.

**Iraq - SG
In comments made to you after the vote, the Secretary-General said he welcomed the resolution and saw it as a genuine expression of the international community to come together to help the Iraqi people take charge of their own political destiny. 

He added that the new Iraqi Interim Government has to be given a fair chance and that it will be judged on its performance.  He went on to add that “a great deal is riding on its success, and we should all give it whatever help we can.”

Asked on what basis he would make the decision to send international staff back to Iraq, the Secretary-General said there needed to be an environment that allows reasonable mobility and flexibility for the UN to do its work.  He added that the UN operates in the real world, where there is no such thing as 100 per cent security.  Wherever the UN is, there are risks, he said, but there are certain limits that we have to impose on ourselves.

And his comments were made available to you yesterday as well.

**Security Council
As for today, the Security Council is meeting in closed consultations. 

Members were to be briefed by Demetrius Pericos, the Acting Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq.  We flagged his report earlier this week for you.

There is also a briefing on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo by Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno.  And I’ll have a bit more on the DRC situation in just a minute.

This afternoon, the Council will reconvene in closed consultations on non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

**DRC - Update
Turning to the DRC [Democratic Republic of the Congo] now, we have reports that the rebel troops of General Laurent Nkunda and Colonel Jules Mutebutsi have withdrawn from Bukavu and that government forces, predominantly Mayi Mayi troops, are now in the city.  No firing has been heard in the city, but there are reports of looting, allegedly both by the troops who have taken over, as well as by Congolese civilians. 

General Nkunda’s troops are reported to be back in Goma, while Colonel Mutebutsi and most of his troops (excluding 32 defectors, who are under UN guard) crossed the border into Rwanda early this morning.

While the border with Rwanda remains closed, the UN Mission notes that those civilians who are accompanied to the border are allowed to cross over into Rwanda, where they are met by the UN refugee agency. 

In a press release by the UN Mission in the DRC, the Mission stresses that it will continue to provide assistance to the civilian population in Bukavu, in cooperation with the regional authorities and the Transitional Government. 

According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, humanitarian agencies expect that both government and rebel forces will facilitate access to civilians in the area so they can resume their assistance to some 

3.3 million people, which has largely been suspended due to the recent violence.

**Harvard
The Secretary-General will discuss the importance of multilateralism, and the challenges of collective security, global solidarity and cultural division, tomorrow when he delivers the commencement address at HarvardUniversity, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

He will emphasize that American leaders have understood that true leadership is ultimately based on common values and a shared view of the future, which has proved to be a winning formula over the past 60 years.  He will travel to Cambridge, and return later tomorrow.  And we have copies of the address, which is embargoed until 3 p.m. tomorrow.

**Eritrea
Turning to Eritrea, UN agencies in Eritrea are reporting that growing water shortages are compounding the humanitarian situation there.  There has been a lack of rain across the area in recent weeks and, with water scarce, people have started to migrate in search of alternative water sources and grazing lands for their animals.

**Palestinians
Just one last item for later this month.  The role of civil society in promoting a just and lasting peace in the Middle East will be the subject of an international media seminar organized by the DPI, Department of Public Information, in cooperation with the Chinese Foreign Ministry in Beijing, on 16 and 17 June 2004.  

The two-day meeting will bring together present and former policy-makers from Israel and the Palestinian National Authority, including members of the Knesset and a former Palestinian Minister of Information, as well as civil society representatives, senior United Nations officials, international experts and representatives of the world media.

And that’s it from me.  Before we turn to Michèle, any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   How many countries will be involved in the multinational force?  Any Arab countries?

Associate Spokesman:    I have no information on that.  Since it’s clear the multinational force will be headed by the U.S, I’d turn those questions to the U.S.

Question:   Another question. Qatar today has been transformed into a monarchy.  Any reaction from the UN?

Associate Spokesman:    No.

Question:   No reaction.  Last question.  Why will Mr. Brahimi be speaking at the UNCA Club, instead of in Room 226?

Associate Spokesman:    He is speaking there at the invitation of UNCA.

Question:   It was planned before last week that it was going to be in Room 226.

Associate Spokesman:    I don’t think anything was firm.  And also, I think the advantage of the UNCA Club is that it provides a more informal setting for you to exchange views with him.

Question:   Okay. And the last one.  What is the new role of Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi?

Associate Spokesman:    His new role is the same as his old role.  He remains Special Adviser to the Secretary-General.  His office is just down the corridor from the Secretary-General’s and he will be available to the Secretary-General, as needed, to advise him on whatever issues the Secretary-General feels he needs Mr. Brahimi’s advice on. 

Question:   What are the Secretary-General’s concerns about the Kurdistan suggestions about withdrawing from the Interim Government?

Associate Spokesman:    I think the Secretary-General was asked that question yesterday, and I don’t think I want to go beyond what he already said to you on camera. 

Thank you.  Michèle?

Spokeswoman for General Assembly President
Merci, Stéphane. Good afternoon, all. 

The General Assembly will elect tomorrow Thursday, June 10, the President of the General Assembly for the fifty-ninth session.  By consensus African states have chosen H.E. Mr. Jean PING, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and la Francophonie of the GaboneseRepublic to succeed President Julian R. HUNTE. 

For the first time this year, the different committees will also choose their chairman and full bureaus.  All candidates have already been endorsed by their regional groups.  The First Committee that deals with disarmament matters will be chaired by Ambassador Luis Alfonso DE ALBA from Mexico.  The Second Committee, Economic, will be chaired by another Latin American, Mr. Marco BALAREZO, Deputy Permanent Representative ofPeru, as it is the turn of the Latin American and CaribbeanStates to have two Chairmen.  The Special Political Committee will be chaired byAmbassador Kyaw Tint SWE ofMyanmar.  It is expected also that the Third Committee, Social and Humanitarian, will be headed by Ambassador Valery KUCHINSKY ofUkraine, the Fifth, dealing with budget matters, by  Ambassador Don MACKAY ofNew Zealand and the sixth, Legal Affairs, by  the Permanent Representative of Morocco,Mr. Mohamed BENNOUNA. 

The 21 Vice-Presidents will also be elected by the full assembly tomorrow:  All have been already endorsed by their regional groups.  A complete list is available on the third floor.  As you know, the five Permanent Members of the Security Council count among the 21 Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly.

As I mentioned earlier, this is the first time that full bureaus are elected in June.  The concern is to create the conditions for a smooth transition between the two sessions of the General Assembly.  In a framework resolution on revitalization, last December, the fifty-eight session had voted on providing the next presidency with five new posts and a temporary office here, which would allow for continuity between the two presidencies.

The fifty-ninth session is scheduled to open on 14 September, but the general debate is expected to start the following week, on 21 September.  So far, 52 heads of State, 21 heads of government and a number of foreign ministers are listed to speak.

In the meantime, efforts towards revitalization of the General Assembly are being actively pursued.  Since the framework resolution in December, the Secretary-General has submitted to the Assembly a series of reports.  Facilitators have been steadily meeting with the presidency on a number of practical steps to make the Assembly a more efficient body.  We are reaching the end of a decisive period and a new resolution will be adopted before the July 1st deadline on the way the business of the Assembly is conducted.  President Julian Hunte will brief you personally in the next few days on what has been achieved in terms of revitalization of the General Assembly and proposed reforms of the Security Council.

President Julian Hunte, who has been travelling extensively in the last few weeks, to Italy, Japan, United Kingdom, Germany and Austria will attend this Friday the official funeral ceremonies for President Ronald Reagan in Washington.  He will travel the next day to Brazil, where he will be the first President of the General Assembly to address the eleventh session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

This is what I have for you today.  Thank you.  Questions?  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   What do you feel has been the most important, the most significant outcome of President Hunte’s tenure?

Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:     I think, essentially, it has been the efforts towards revitalization of both the General Assembly and reforms of the Security Council.  There have been a number of proposals put forth concerning the way the General Assembly functions.  And it was, as you remember, last September when there was an outcry, everyone saying how inefficient the General Assembly was.  And I think probably his presidency will be marked essentially by those efforts to make the General Assembly a more efficient body.  

And also, I think the accent he has been putting on development matters, which have been illustrated in different meetings that have been held here, high-level meetings.  And he is still working on the 2005 events right now.  And among those events, as you know, we have the Millennium Summit Plus Five, which is being prepared right now by the General Assembly presidency.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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