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The Independent (SA): Somalia calls for probe into suspicious waste 

[also on News 24 (SA) and PlanetSave.com]
By Chris Tomlinson

Nairobi - Somalia's new environment minister asked the United Nations on Wednesday to investigate possible hazardous waste that was washed ashore by the tsunamis and causing illnesses among local people.

Mohamed Osman Maye, a minister in Somalia's new government based in neighbouring Kenya, said strange objects washed ashore all along his country's coastline, the longest in Africa, when a tsunami struck on December 26 2004.

He said new reports of illnesses and suspected hazardous waste were still reaching his ministry, which has no offices in Somalia. The new government was formed in 2004 in Kenya, but so far insecurity in the Horn of Africa country has kept it from returning home.

Somalia has been without a functional central government since 1991, when clan-based warlords overthrew the government and then turned on each other. Since then, the country has been divided by fiefdoms and the new transitional government formed in Kenya aims to unite them.

There have been anecdotal reports of foreign ships dumping hazardous waste along Somalia's coast for more than a decade, but in the absence of a government, conducting thorough investigations have been impossible.

Maye said that he had no evidence to back up unconfirmed reports that radioactive waste may have come ashore when the tsunami hit Somalia. But he called on the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), also based in Nairobi, for assistance since hundreds of people were reporting unusual illnesses.

"UNEP should assist my ministry to send a team of environmental experts jointly composed by Somalis and UNEP staff to identify the reality on the ground in order to define the environment situation, the types of the dumped hazardous debris and their origins," Maye said.

He said he had no date for when such a team might travel to Somalia.

He also complained to journalists on Wednesday about deforestation caused by the charcoal industry, which supplies Gulf states. He said trees were being harvested without any plan to replace them and it was causing enduring harm to Somalia's environment.

Foreign fishing vessels have also caused irreparable harm by overfishing in Somali territorial waters and international intervention was needed to stop them, Maye said. - Sapa-AP




__________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Data Interactive: Tsunami report shows urgent need for better disaster management
Published on 4-Mar-2005 
URL: http://www.edie.net/news/news_story.asp?id=9606

Destruction caused by the Asian Tsunami now offers affected countries a chance to rebuild in a way that will preserve the environment, natural resources and offer protection from future disasters. 

A report by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) particularly urged the use of vulnerability mapping to pinpoint coastal sites where building should now be banned or restricted, as well as offering advise on techniques to minimise future impact on these areas.
"The report underlines the importance of managing the reconstruction in an environmentally sensitive way," UNEP's executive director, Klaus Toepfer explained. "Buildings and other infrastructure need to be built in less vulnerable areas and to standards that will protect them and their inhabitants in the event of future tsunamis."

"This makes sense not only in respect to tsunamis, but also for storm surges, floods, hurricanes and other extreme weather events."

UNEP confirmed that Sri Lanka, one of the hardest hit areas, had already decided to establish a "no build up zone" up to 200 metres from the mean high tide line, and added that lessons could also be learnt from the Pacific, where tsunamis are more commonplace and structures tend to be moved back to a less risky elevation, leaving the foreshore area open only for non-essential developments.

After the Tsunami: Rapid Environmental Assessment also advised that the tourism industry should take responsibility for ensuring hotel and resorts were now located in less wave and flood prone areas, as well as suggesting that affected countries looked to Bangladesh's example of having flood-friendly buildings.

Notably, Bangladesh has a community-based network of flood-proof "safe haven" towers stocked with emergency supplies where victims can seek refuge. 

Mosques were also identified as being some of the only buildings to have survived the tsunami, due to their large, open ground floors which allowed the wall of water simply to pass right through them.

"Considerations should be given to ensuring that, for all elevations below 10 metres above sea level, all public buildings are constructed with this open "flow-through" ground floor design," UNEP stated in the report. "There does not appear to be a readily available best-practice building code for tsunamis, so one now needs to be developed."

Key problems recognised by the UNEP report in affected areas included:

  Dealing with the huge volume of waste materials, such as asbestos, fuel drums, human and animal waste products and rubble, as well as controlling their impact on health and the environment

  Controlling the contamination of natural habitats, crops and water supplies by salt water, bacteria from sanitation systems and hazardous waste

  Pollution threats posed by vehicles, fuel tanks, silt, mud and fishing gear that has been dragged out into the ocean, affecting coral reefs, mangroves and wildlife such as turtles, octopus and fish

  Beach erosion, imposing huge rehabilitation costs to affected areas - in the Maldives alone, over 100 million square metres of beach was eroded by the tsunami's force

It was, however, noted that natural defence structures, such as sand dunes, coral reefs and highly vegetated coastal areas prevented the tsunami from causing such high levels of damage, and the worst devastation occurred in highly developed areas, or where activities such as mining had been heavy in the past (see related story).

Building up the skills, knowledge and equipment base of affected governments and local authorities was seen to be vital by UNEP. Other recommendations, including long-term monitoring of the main impact sites, tree planting and the consideration of "no-build" zones, were also made.

According to the report: "The immediate priorities appear to be the condition and rehabilitation of groundwater supplies, waste management, including the safe disposal of rubble, construction materials and hazardous wastes, and the restoration of livelihoods in the agricultural and fisheries sector."

Mr Toepfer said the study stressed the need for a regional early warning system, not just for tsunamis but also a wide range of weather related natural disasters.

"The report indicates that the environment was both a victim of the tsunami but also that it played its part in reducing the impact," he said. "There are innumerable reasons to maintain healthy habitats like coral reefs, and now we have another reason to conserve them."

By Jane Kettle 

_____________________________________________________________________________

VOA: Somali Governnent Asks UN To Investigate Tsunami Waste 

By Joe De Capua 
Washington
09 March 2005
Somalia’s new interim government is asking the United Nations Environment Program, UNEP, to investigate waste that was washed ashore during the December tsunami.  

It says it’s receiving reports that people and animals that have come in contact with it have become sick and died.  

Mohamed Osman Maye is the Somali Minister of Environment and Disaster Management.  From Nairobi, he spoke to English to Africa reporter Joe De Capua about the request made to the United Nations.  

He says symptoms of the sickness include skin damage and bleeding from the nose.  He says 

it appears the problem stretches from the destroyed village of Hafun in the north to many towns to the south.  

Despite the request, Minister Maye says UNEP said it was unable to send anyone to investigate the problem at this time due to security reasons.  This despite the fact, he says, that the United Nations has a number of humanitarian operations already underway in Somalia.  So far, there’s no official comment from UNEP.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

Tribune de Genève (AFP): Exiled Somali government wants tsunami-spread toxic waste probed
NAIROBI, March 9 (AFP) 


Somalia's government in exile on Wednesday demanded an urgent probe into reports that toxic waste washed onto the Somali coast by last year's tsunami is causing illnesses and widespread environmental damage. 

Environment Minister Mohamed Osman Maye said experts should be sent to Somalia to look into reports that debris the tsunami washed ashore or stirred up from previously dumped waste containers is causing a wide range of unexplained medical problems among coastal villagers.
He said the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the international community "must intervene urgently to assist the very needy Somali population that is starving to death on a daily basis as a consquence of actions beyond its defense capability."
Experts must be sent immediately "to identify ... the types of dumped hazardous debris and their origins ... in order to save what could be savable in Somalia," Maye told reporters here.
According to UNEP, villagers along Somalia's Indian Ocean coast are suffering from unexplained acute respiratory infections, dry heavy coughing, mouth bleeds, abdominal haemorrhages, unusual skin disorders and breathing difficulties.
Some of the illnesses have presented symptoms similar to those associated with radiation exposure, UNEP said earlier this month, noting indications that containers full of radioactive and chemical waste dumped on the coast had been damaged by the December 26 tsunami and were leaking.

"Most of the waste was simply dumped on the beaches in containers and disposable leaking barrels, which ranged from small to big tanks without regard to the health of the local population and environmentally devastating impacts," UNEP said in a report.
Maye said his government, which is located in Nairobi due to security concerns in lawless Somalia, was receiving similar reports of the spread of "new and not yet diagnostically known diseases" that have resulted in increasing number of human and animal deaths.
In the late 1980s, European firms dumped toxins such as uranium, lead, cadmium and mercury as well as industrial, hospital and chemical waste in northern Somalia, the United Nations has said.

That trend picked up rapidly after the 1991 ouster of strongman Mohammed Siad Barre left Somalia without any functioning central government, according to UN officials.
Somalia watchers have said that warlords along Somalia's coast were paid hefty amounts of cash to allow waste to be dumped there.
____________________________________________________________________________

Courrier international: Deux mois après, le tsunami continue ses ravages 

7 mars 2005 SOMALIE 
Le tsunami qui a ravagé le Sud-Est asiatique, en décembre 2004, a également causé d’importants dommages en Somalie : 300 morts et des milliers d’habitations dévastées. La liste des victimes pourrait s’allonger, rapporte le Times de Londres. Les vagues géantes qui se sont abattues sur les côtes somaliennes ont éventré quantité de vieux conteneurs rouillés qui, entreposés sur les plages, contenaient des substances toxiques qui ont contaminé l’environnement. 

Certaines maladies apparaissent et se développent de façon anormale dans plusieurs villages, sur la côte de l’océan Indien. Les habitants souffrent d’ulcères de la bouche, d’infections respiratoires, d’hémorragies abdominales, de maladies de peau habituellement peu répandues. 

Cela fait près de quinze ans que les plages somaliennes servent de décharge à des entreprises occidentales, essentiellement suisses et italiennes. Cette activité s’est particulièrement accrue à partir de 1991, durant la guerre civile. Les seigneurs de guerre locaux acceptaient volontiers de recueillir les déchets toxiques venus du Nord contre espèces sonnantes et trébuchantes. Les substances nocives étaient alors entreposées à la va-vite, sur des plages éloignées, dans des conteneurs ou des tonneaux de mauvaise qualité. En décembre, le tsunami a éparpillé le tout, répandant par la même occasion une bonne partie de leur contenu. 

"S’il y a une chose que nous savons, c’est que ces substances sont en train de se disperser, y compris vers les villages. En revanche, ce que nous ignorons, c’est l’étendue du problème", déclare au Times Nick Nuttal, porte-parole du Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement (PNUE). Selon lui, il devient urgent de "mettre sur pied une mission d’experts pour mener une enquête approfondie" et prendre la mesure du désastre.

____________________________________________________________________________

L'Investigateur: Tsunami : des déchets radioactifs remontent de la mer en Somalie 
Mar 8, 2005 

Les tsunamis qui ont frappé l'Asie en décembre dernier ont permis de redécouvrir des déchets radioactifs immergés illégalement par les pays occidentaux le long des côtes de la corne africaine. C'est ce que révèle un rapport du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement, intitulé « Après le tsunami - Une évaluation environnementale préliminaire ».

La Somalie : dépotoir pour les déchets radioactifs occidentaux ? Les raz-de-marée qui ont endeuillé l'Asie du Sud, en décembre dernier, ont également eu un impact en Somalie. Des répliques ressenties jusque dans la sous-région d'Afrique de l'Est (qui a également payé un lourd tribut à la catastrophe) ont fait remonter à la surface les déchets radioactifs déversés au large des côtes somaliennes, durant les années 80 et 90, par des pays occidentaux. Une enquête préliminaire menée par les experts du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) évoque le cas de la Somalie et du Kenya. Le suivi de l'affaire est attendu dans les prochaines semaines avec une enquête plus approfondie sur place. Mais dans l'immédiat, et pour des raisons que l'on imagine aisément, les différentes autorités contactées semblent s'accorder à entretenir la plus grande retenu quant à ces découvertes. Le rapport des experts du PNUE, publié mardi, fait état de l'ampleur des dégâts, causés par les tsunamis, tant sur le plan sanitaire qu'environnemental dans toutes les zones touchées. Il évoque, entre autres, les scandaleuses découvertes en Somalie. Mais le fait n'est pas si nouveau. En effet, profitant de l'instabilité du climat politique en Somalie, en guerre civile permanente depuis la fin de 1990, de nombreux pays occidentaux auraient fait des propositions à l'Etat somalien : armes contre stockage de déchets toxiques. Et pour cause : le rapport du PNUE estime que la gestion et l'élimination des

matériaux dangereux reviendrait à 2.50$ la tonne en Somalie, contre 250$ en Europe. Les autorités n'ayant ni les moyens, ni les compétences pour surveiller et 
contrôler les choses, la porte restait ouverte à tous les abus. 

Une partie des conteneurs, en dépôt dans les fonds marins depuis des années, refait surface, à cause des tsunamis. Leur état d'usure avancée inquiète les autorités, d'autant que ces objets flottants non clairement identifiés demeurent à quelques centaines de mètres du rivage. Les premiers effets de cette présence indésirable se font déjà ressentir chez les populations locales. « Un nombre important d'individus dans les zones somaliennes affectées se plaint de problèmes de santé inhabituels, y compris de problèmes pulmonaires graves et d'infections de la peau », indique-t-on dans le rapport. 

Si le danger menace les Hommes, il en va de même pour l'environnement. Les observateurs du monde marin indiquaient, déjà dans la région en 2004, des troubles du comportement de la faune liés au déversement de produits chimiques dans la mer : de « nombreux cas de cécité » chez certains animaux marins, qu'il est « parfois possible de pêcher avec les mains : les poissons ne bougent pas, ils ne fuient pas. Quant aux tortues, elles sortent déposer leurs oeufs sur le sable, mais ensuite, au lieu de retourner à l'eau, elles avancent toujours plus loin sur la terre ferme », apprend-on sur le portail alternatif sur l'eau Planète Bleue. L'inconscience et la cupidité des uns fait le malheur des autres. Et en l'absence d'un véritable Etat somalien, les habitants n'auront pas grand monde vers qui se tourner pour demander des comptes...ou des soins.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: INSIGHTS: Celebrating Women as Custodians of the Environment 
By Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director UN Environment Programme 

NAIROBI, Kenya, March 8, 2005 (ENS) - 2005 is an historic year for the United Nations and an historic one for women. 

[for full text see "Environment in the News" for 8 March 2005]

_____________________________________________________________________________

Indo-Asian News Service: India stops production of ozone-depleting halon
 
New Delhi, March 8 -- India has stopped the production of ozone-depleting halon as required under a global convention, Minister of Environment and Forests A. Raja said here Tuesday.

Unveiling a plaque to mark the closure of the production site and to launch the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)'s global programme "Remember Our Future", Raja said: "Halon production and consumption have been phased out in India. 

"In addition, a halon banking and management system has been established in India to prevent emission of ozone-depleting halon into the atmosphere."

Halons are non-toxic fire-extinguishing agents and are preferred in electronic installations, aircraft, military vehicles, ships, submarines and oil platforms.

Due to their ozone-depleting properties, the Montreal Protocol in 1987 had restricted their production and consumption. The protocol aims to reduce emission of greenhouse gases that lead to climate change. 

Raja said SRF Limited and Navin Fluorine Industries had opted to close their halon production facilities after receiving a marginal compensation.

According to the control schedule of the Montreal Protocol, India has achieved the target of stopping the use of chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) in refrigerators and stopping halon production.

"About 300 investment and non-investment projects worth about $240 million have been approved to phase out production and consumption of ozone-depleting substances, including halon," Raja said.

India permits the use of recycled halon, which can be imported, only in critical areas like the protection of nuclear power installations, oil platforms and military equipment.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Science Presse (Canada): Oui à la pollution au mercure 
(Agence Science-Presse) - Ca devient une habitude: un traité international réglementant la pollution au mercure a été rejeté par un groupe de pays mené par les Etats-Unis. 

Au cours de la réunion du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement, qui avait lieu à Nairobi (Kenya) la semaine dernière, les 140 pays représentés ont plutôt voté pour un traité qui se contentera d'encourager l'industrie à mettre au point des mesures limitant les émissions de mercure. 

L'Union européenne pilotait une démarche plus contraignante: un traité par lequel les pays se seraient engagés à mettre fin aux exportations de mercure d'ici 2011. Mais les pays en voie de développement, en plus de la Chine et de l'Inde, ont fait partie des poids-lourds s'opposant à cette mesure et ont préféré la voie américaine, celle des mesures volontaires et des partenariats public-privé (PPP)... dont la nature n'a pas été clairement définie. 

Les émissions mondiales de mercure sont estimées à 2000 tonnes par an. Quelque 70% proviennent de l'incinération de déchets et des centrales au charbon. Une fois relâché dans l'environnement, le mercure peut parcourir de très grandes distances; il participe également à la "bio-accumulation", ce qui signifie que le mercure qui se retrouve par exemple dans le poisson se retrouvera ensuite dans l'estomac de celui qui a avalé le poisson. 

Les experts estiment que ce métal hautement toxique affecte le développement du cerveau des embryons et des jeunes enfants. Les nations représentées au PNUE se réunissant tous les deux ans, la prochaine occasion de réviser ce traité, si révision il y a, se présentera donc en 2007.

_____________________________________________________________________________

GlobeandMail.com: Schussing on slush (or worse)

Is Whistler's wet year a freak occurrence? Many researchers say ski resorts across North America and Europe face rising snow lines and erratic weather. SARAH EFRON investigates how ski operators are grappling with the threat of global warming

By SARAH EFRON 

Wednesday, March 9, 2005 

Updated at 12:01 PM EST

Special to The Globe and Mail

It has been a skier's nightmare much of the winter in Whistler, B.C.

For most of January and February, skiers going up the Whistler Mountain gondola have passed over huge sections of muddy brown earth on their way to the white slopes above. Whistler Blackcomb held the Snowboard World Championships in January under cloudy, damp skies, using artificial snow. Letters in the local newspaper complained of the epidemic of "mad cloud disease."

Locals say it's just been a bad year, but they can't help but wonder whether global warming will make freak events like this more common.

"Statistically, this is a one-in-25 year. I like those odds," Arthur DeJong, Whistler Blackcomb's environmental resource manager, says while riding the gondola up to the open ski areas on a mild day last month. 

"However, we're certainly not living in denial of climate change. We believe it's happening and we're trying to do our part by reducing the amount of fossil fuels we emit. We know we aren't going to change the direction of warming by ourselves, so we will also adapt to climate change."

Whistler is known for its mild winters, but this year has been much warmer than usual, turning the resort's lower slopes into mud puddles. The weather has been disappointing for ski addicts such as Anna Racine, a 23-year-old who works in a Whistler ski and snowboard shop. 

"The season has been challenging," she says. "Normally we have our best skiing in January and February, and by this point in the year, I would have spent around 40 days up on the hill. But this year, I've only been up maybe 17 times."

For Racine, global warming is a distant but real threat to her winter lifestyle. The scientific predictions aren't timid: Many climate-change researchers say the future of ski resorts across North America and Europe is in danger over the coming decades.

A 2003 study by the United Nations Environment Program and the University of Zurich says snowfall in the lower lying mountain areas of Europe will become increasingly unreliable and as a result, many ski resorts will be unable to survive economically.

In the future, the report said, people who love winter sports will be heading higher up in the hills, into areas considered environmentally sensitive, to get their winter fix -- and may find that it's crowded at the top. The snow line in Austria is predicted to rise 200 to 300 metres in the next 30 to 50 years, and in a worst-case scenario -- a temperature climb by 3.4 C by 2070 -- none of the country's existing ski resorts will be operating. The study says ski centres in Germany, Austria and Switzerland are particularly vulnerable, but resorts in North America and Australia will also be affected.

Climate-change researchers aren't just predicting a slow rise in temperatures: They say weather patterns will become more erratic.

"We could see more flash freezes and thaws, which are going to change the stability of the snow pack and could lead to more avalanches," says Dan McCarthy, an alpine ecologist at Brock University. "We should expect the unexpected."

Consensus on global warming has grown over the past decade, and while there are still a few naysayers, the majority of scientists, politicians and industry leaders around the world agree that the planet is getting warmer as a result of human activities. Research shows that during the past century, average global temperatures rose around 0.6 degrees C. Scientists predict that the planet will heat up more rapidly over the coming century, although they are debating how warm it will become, and most agree that a reduction in greenhouse-gas emissions would slow the rate of change.

When the Kyoto protocol came into effect last month, Prime Minister Paul Martin gave a speech in Montreal saying global warming is no longer just a theory. "The predictions of the 1990s are becoming reality -- and not just in the models of research scientists," he told a large audience at city hall. "You can see and sense the changes. You only have to visit the Arctic, as I did last summer, to confirm it."

Scientists say mountain ecosystems are particularly vulnerable to climate change. "In the winter, the snow reflects sunlight," says John Harte, a professor of environmental science at the University of California at Berkeley. "When you lose the winter snow pack, the brown earth soaks up the sunlight and then it gets even warmer."

Harte has been warming a meadow near the Rocky Mountain ski town of Crested Butte, Colo., with heat lamps for more than 14 years to preview the effects of global warming, gradually watching the lush valley dry out and become invaded by sagebrush. He says many ski operators aren't taking climate change seriously. "When they have a warm year, they don't attribute it to long-term trend, they just attribute it to a bum year," he says. "They think maybe next year will be better, but if the scientific forecasts [are to be] believed, it won't get better."

Harte says ski operators are especially reluctant to listen when they are experiencing good ski conditions. Whistler may be soggy, but resorts in California's Sierra Nevada and San Bernadino Mountains received several feet of snow last month, and skiers in Colorado and Utah are also enjoying an excellent season. But Harte warns ski operators and developers to look at the bigger picture before building or expanding resorts. "Ski conditions will become increasingly poor and the viability of ski developments is going to decline over the next decades, which has led me to believe that investing in real estate and other aspects of ski development is a poor choice."

The debate about building ski resorts raged last year in British Columbia when the provincial government approved a new ski centre on Jumbo Glacier, in the Purcell Range of the Rocky Mountains. Environmentalists argued that in 50 years, the glacier will be gone and the multimillion-dollar resort will "literally melt away."

Developers claimed that it would take a catastrophic increase in temperature -- much more than the 1.8 to 3.0 C predicted by scientists over the next 100 years -- to melt the glacier. And if that happened, they argued that Jumbo would be better off than lower elevation resorts; in fact, it could be the only one in the province with natural snow.

Global warming is a subject that many ski operators are grappling with, and it's forcing them to think beyond their five-year business plans and to imagine decades into the future. The industry was one of the first in the United States to accept global warming as legitimate and to express concern about it.

In 2002, the Colorado-based lobby group the National Ski Areas Association started a campaign called Keep Winter Cool to encourage winter sports enthusiasts to reduce their own energy consumption. The group is also lobbying U.S. President George W. Bush's government for legislation to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions.

The organization predicts that in the coming decades, resorts will have to offer year-round activities to make ends meet and they'll rely increasingly on snowmaking. On an individual level, however, some resorts such as Whistler Blackcomb are actively planning around climate change, while others are only dimly aware of the issue.

Back at Whistler Mountain, the gondola is reaching 6,000 feet. Arthur DeJong gets out and walks past the Roundhouse Lodge, where a group of noisy teenagers are strapping on their skis and snowboards. DeJong points past the clouds, to a glacier on nearby Overlord Mountain. "Most glaciers in this region, including Overlord, are half the size they were 100 years ago," he says. "For us, climate change stares us in the face."

The resort's glaciers are used for skiing at least three seasons of the year and they're also the site of snowboarding camps in the summer. Whistler Blackcomb is trying to grow back the glaciers by adding artificial snow and by building snow fences to protect them from wind erosion, DeJong says.

The resort is also trying to set a good example by using fuel-efficient snow-grooming machines and the hill is even researching the viability of putting wind turbines on their mountains to produce clean energy.

The second part of the resort's strategy is to invest heavily in snowmaking equipment, which will help them operate for the entire season. But, scientists warn, this is expensive and uses massive quantities of energy and water.

DeJong says that overall, Whistler Blackcomb is well prepared for global warming and, if need be, the resort has plenty of high alpine terrain for new ski runs.

It's an option that Quebec's Mont Tremblant ski resort doesn't have. "We're literally at the top of the mountain," says Bryce Fraser, vice-president of ski-area operations. It's been an erratic season for ski resorts in Quebec: Tremblant has dealt with rainy days followed by extreme cold snaps, and resorts in the Eastern Townships and the Quebec City area have experienced warm temperatures and less-than-average snowfall. But Fraser says that in the long term, his resort is in a good position: The cold current in the North Atlantic should stabilize the Quebec climate, although he suspects his competitors in the U.S. Midwest won't be so lucky. Mont Tremblant is investing in snowmaking equipment, but Fraser says that's nothing new: It already relies heavily on artificial snow.

Fraser does wonder if a warmer climate will have an effect on the popularity of winter sports. "It could have negative impact on the industry if cities like Boston and New York, which are used to getting some snowfall through winter, cease to have snow," he says. "Sometimes seeing snow is the trigger to get people to think about winter sports."

In the Canadian Rockies, resort operators say they'll be able to weather the storms of climate change without a significant impact on their business. Matt Mosteller, senior director for Resorts of the Canadian Rockies, says the company's resorts in Lake Louise, Alta., Kimberley, B.C., and Fernie, B.C., have received more snowfall than average this year, and even if average temperatures increased by several degrees, the company's resorts would still have a sufficient snow pack for skiing and boarding.

The company recently spent more than $15-million expanding its Lake Louise resort, and Mosteller firmly rejects the suggestion of scientists such as John Harte who advise against investing in ski developments. "I think that's absolute hogwash," Mosteller says. "Look at how popular ski real estate has been for the last 10 years. I think that no matter what, the mountains will still offer one of best escapes from people's lifestyles in the city. People come here to have quality time with their friends and family, and there's no better place to do it than in the mountains."

If Mosteller is right and his Rocky Mountain resorts operate successfully in the warmer climate, they may find themselves with fewer competitors, as southern and lower elevation resorts are squeezed out of the marketplace.

Ski hills such as the ones on Vancouver's North Shore are in a riskier position. Mount Seymour in North Vancouver has no snowmaking equipment, and its top elevation is only 4,125 feet (1,250 metres), compared with Fernie's 6,316 feet (1,925 m) and Lake Louise's 8,765 feet (2,672 m). This past January and February, Mount Seymour was shut down for several weeks because of the unusually warm weather and the resort had to lay off staff.

But media-relations manager Andy Boniface says he's not worried about the resort's long-term future. "It's hard to predict what will happen 40 or 50 years from now, but I think Seymour will still be a viable place to ski because it has been for the last 50 years," he says. "There have been a few warm years like this, but typically, we get a good amount of snow. There will be skiing here on the North Shore for a long time."

Let it snow 

MORE INFORMATION

National Ski Areas Association & Natural Resources Defence Council: http://www.keepwintercool.org.

Melting Mountains: http://www.meltingmountains.org. A partnership between the Alpine Club of Canada, the David Suzuki Foundation, the Government of Canada, and Mountain Equipment Co-op.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Pressbox.co.uk: United Nations Environment Programme confirms Finance Initiatives Roundtable in New York
Added : (Tue Mar 08 2005) 

For immediate release Date March 8. 2005 

United Nations Environment Programme - Finance Initiative appoints Grass Roots 

The United Nations Environment Programme - Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) has appointed Grass Roots to manage its Global Roundtable conference in New York this autumn. 

The Roundtable is the principal event on sustainability in the finance sector and attracts over 500 leading professionals from around the world. The 2005 event will carry on a tradition which stretches back a decade, and has spanned the globe from Chicago to Frankfurt, and from Rio de Janeiro to Tokyo. 

This year’s Roundtable, running for two days October 25 – 26, will provide an opportunity for bankers, insurers, and asset managers from around the globe to discuss new ideas and challenges in the fields of finance, insurance and sustainability. A strong focus will be given to the issues of carbon and responsible investment under the theme of environmental risks and opportunities for financial institutions. 

It is anticipated that much of the programme will take place at the United Nation’s headquarters, with other venues used for ancillary activities. In addition to managing the event logistics, Grass Roots will also be handling the sponsorship programme in conjunction with UNEP FI. 

Paul Clements-Hunt, Head of UNEP FI , is looking forward to another milestone in the finance industry’s response to sustainability issues: “ The Tokyo Roundtable in 2003 was well received and with Grass Roots’ support, we are looking to build on that in New York. The finance sector has an enormous ability to make a positive contribution to protecting our environment”. 

Neil Pace, managing the event for Grass Roots is equally enthusiastic: “New York is a wonderful location for this conference. We are delighted to be working for such a prestigious client and with a subject matter which affects all our lives”. 

British companies interested in attending or sponsoring the conference should contact the Events team at Grass Roots 01442 829400 or visit www.unepfi.org/ny/ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

 
Antara - The Indonesian National News Agency: HOPES FOR SUCCESS OF WORLD'S GOVERNORS MEETING IN MEDAN


Jakarta, March 8 (ANTARA) - Medan would become focus of attention of many parts of the world when world governors meet in the North Sumatera provincial capital on Thursday.

A total of 42 countries have until Tuesday confirmed participation in the world governors meeting on sustainable development which will actually be held in three cities in the province, namely Medan, Parapat and Brastagi from March 10 through 12.

The international gathering which is also called Lake Toba Summit is officially called Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development.

The local media, however, prefer the meeting to be called world's governors meeting. 

The meeting, scheduled to be opened by President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, was also expected to be attended by Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) and East Timor's President Xanana Gusmao.

Other foreign guests from Medan, who have also confirmed their participation include Marcel Boisard, Executive Director of the U.N. Training and Research Agency, Ong Keng Yong, the ASEAN Secretary General, Sabin Intxaurraga Mendibil, Environment Minister of Basque Republic, and Mrs. Erin Brockovich of the "Save the World Air", Summit coordinator Gori Tarnanto said.

Indonesian former Environtment Minister Prof. Emil Salim and experts in environmental issues were also slated to address the meeting.

According to Prof. Syamsul Bahri, chairman of the organizing committee of the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development meeting, some 200 governors from many countries in the world, including 32 from Indonesia, had confirmed their participation.

The meeting, which will among other things discuss the impact of last December 26 massive earthquake and subsequent tsunamis in Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam (NAD) and North Sumatra provinces, would be an historic event for North Sumatra in particular, and for Indonesia in general.

The organizing committee has predicted that the gathering will involve some 500 world governors and regional leaders including economists with a keen interest in the environment and sustainable development, and grouped in the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development (NRG4SD).

Over 200,000 people have lost their lives or missing while thousands others became displaced by the tsunamis which hit many parts of Asia, including Aceh and North Sumatra and East Africa on 26 December 2004.

A visit to Banda Aceh

On March 9, the participants were slated to visit Banda Aceh, one of the worst tsunami-hit areas in NAD province, which shares its border with North Sumatera.

North Sumatera Governor Rizal Nurdin meanwhile said the participants would be grouped in government, business and academicians fora.

The gathering, which is also expected to produce a Lake Toba Call containing a formula for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of tsunami-hit areas, is scheduled to be closed by Environment Minsiter Rachmat Witoelar.

Rizal Nurdin said the 32 governors from throughout Indonesia participating in the meeting in Medan, Parapat and Brastagi, are scheduled to join a fun bike trip from Tuktuk to Tomok villages.

The sport event is aimed at overcoming boredom from the meetings held from the morning to deep in the afternoon, Rizal Nurdin said when briefing the governors meeting organizers at Niagara International Hotel in Parapat last week.

Rizal said that during the fun bike trip the governors will also observe from close quarters the many potential tourist spots and destinations in Samosir Island which they may have never visited.

The governors will also be brought to the cultural remains and historical spots in Simanindo and Tuktuk villages which are frequently visited by foreign tourists.

"They will also be given the opportunity to jetski in the Toba Lake," he added.

Meanwhile, the Medan city administration will use the world governors meetings in the Berastagi and Parapat tourist resorts to offer investment opportunities in various sectors, mayor of Medan, H. Abdillah Ak said.

"The Medan city administration and residents are ready to welcome the participants," Abdillah said, noting that business opportunities in Medan are still open and the city administration is now working hard to increase public utilities such as building presentable hospitals and modern shopping centers.

Muhammad Nuh, chairman of commission A of the North Sumatra legislative assembly, overseeing administrative, security and order affairs said, the gathering, was expected to run smoothly.

"The governors meeting would be an honour to the North Sumatera provincial administration," Nuh pointed out.

Hopefully, the international meeting will be beneficial to the whole of Indonesia.

________________________________________________________________________________


 
Sidwaya (Ouagadougou): Le Burkina Faso honoré à Nairobi
COMMUNIQUÉ DE PRESSE
7 Mars 2005 
Publié sur le web le 8 Mars 2005 

By Et De La Presse Ministérielle
Le Burkina Faso élu vice-président du bureau du conseil d'administration du Programme des Nations unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE). C'était au cours de la vingt-troisième session du Conseil d'Administration/Forum ministériel mondial sur l'environnement tenue au siège du PNUE à Nairobi du 21 au 25 février 2005. 

Le bureau mis en place devant présider les instances statutaires du PNUE pour une durée de deux (2) ans est présidé par M. Rachmat Witoelar, ministre d'Etat à l'Environnement de l'Indonésie. Le Burkina Faso, représenté par M. Laurent Sédogo, ministre de l'Environnement et du Cadre de vie, assure la vice-présidence avec Mme Sulfina Barbu, ministre de l'Environnement et de la Gestion des Ressources en Eau de la Roumanie et M. Beat Nobs, ambassadeur et Chef de la Division des affaires internationales, Office fédéral de l'environnement des forêts et du paysage de Suisse. 

Cette 23e session avait à son ordre du jour diverses questions portant notamment sur l'évaluation, la surveillance et l'alerte rapide en ce qui concerne l'état de l'environnement, les résultats des réunions intergouvernementales, la suite donnée au Sommet mondial pour le développement durable et la contribution du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement à la prochaine session de la Commission du développement durable. L'autre point important abordé à cette rencontre a été la gouvernance internationale en matière 

d'environnement. Il s'agit de l'application des décisions de la septième session extraordinaire du Conseil d'administration/Forum ministériel mondial sur l'environnement et du Sommet mondial pour le développement durable concernant le rapport du groupe intergouvernemental des ministres sur la gouvernance internationale en matière d'environnement, la coopération et la coordination au sein du système des Nations unies pour les questions d'environnement et enfin le programme, le Fonds pour l'environnement et les questions administratives et budgétaires. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

 De Gelderlander: GOWEL2 (Wel en Wee)
 March 9, 2005
 
[...] 

KLIMAAT

Door de veranderingen in het klimaat zullen infectieziekten verder om zich heen grijpen, waarschuwt de VN-milieuorganisatie UNEP in een vorige week verschenen rapport. De temperatuurstijging biedt ziektekiemen en hun verspreiders (vliegen, muggen) meer kansen. In Nederland zou dat kunnen leiden tot de terugkeer van malaria, reageerde infectiedeskundige J.Nouwen (Erasmus MC, Rotterdam).

[...]

_____________________________________________________________________________


Greenwire: WORLD LINES: Ecuador, Nigeria, Somalia and the U.K.
March 7, 2005 Monday
 

ECUADOR : Indigenous groups are forming political groups to meet with investors and lobby the government to stop the development of oil reserves in their Amazon rainforest homeland. The government sold development rights to two large rainforest tracts in 1999 without consulting locals (Michael Voss, BBC News online , March 3). 

NIGERIA : Officials are looking at ways to get more revenue from foreign offshore oil deals signed in the previous decade. A committee report is likely to recommend higher taxes and royalties from early production from the projects (Dino Mahtani, Reuters/ Houston Chronicle , March 3).

SOMALIA : Barrels of toxic and hazardous waste dumped off the country's coast washed ashore during the tsunami, broke and are now sickening residents, according to the United Nations Environment Programme. Officials said companies dumped extensively during the country's civil war ( BBC News online , March 2).

UNITED KINGDOM : The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs announced last week that its Environmental Stewardship Scheme will pay farmers to take measures designed to protect the environment. Credits can be earned for setting aside land for wildlife and reducing pesticide runoff, among other activities ( BBC News online , March 3). -- CD

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
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NY Times: Bush-Backed Emissions Bill Fails to Reach Senate Floor

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY 
[image: image2.png]



Published: March 10, 2005


WASHINGTON, March 9 - Efforts to pass a bill to control power-plant emissions crumbled in the Senate on Wednesday amid charges of partisan intransigence. The day's developments sidelined - and possibly doomed - action this year on the legislative centerpiece of President Bush's environmental policy.

As a result of a 9-to-9 vote by the Environment and Public Works Committee, the bill, which deals with sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and mercury, will not advance to the full Senate. Committee leaders have been trying for more than a month to break the deadlock on the measure, known as the Clear Skies Act of 2005, which generally reflected a split along party lines. 

Much of the debate over the bill conveyed stark differences between Republicans and Democrats over how to balance environmental improvement and economic stability. The complicated measure would affect 1,300 power plants across the country, the fuels they use, the number of workers they hire and consumer costs - not to mention air quality.

On environmental issues, the sides differed on two major points: whether or even how the first significant overhaul of the Clean Air Act in 15 years should address carbon dioxide and whether the goals of the bill represented a weakening or enhancement of the Clear Air Act.

Supporters said the bill, which they said would have cut power-plant emissions by 70 percent, would help bring most of the country into compliance with federal air quality standards by 2016. They also said that by setting specific standards, the measure would end costly lawsuits that inevitably test any new environmental initiative.

Opponents argued that the measure did not go far enough or fast enough to cut emissions. They also said the bill would ultimately prove inadequate if it did not also curb emissions of carbon dioxide, a heat-trapping gas that many scientists say accounts for global warming.

President Bush made passage of this legislation a priority when it was first introduced in 2002. Speaking Wednesday on energy policy in Columbus, Ohio, he did not mention the vote, saying, "To protect the environment, to protect jobs here in Ohio and around our country, Congress needs to get a good Clear Skies bill to my desk now."

He did allude to new emission-reduction regulations for the eastern half of the country that the Environmental Protection Agency is about to issue, saying, "This'll help you." Rules covering sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides are to be released Thursday and those for mercury are expected next Thursday. 

"These rules provide some of the same benefits as Clear Skies," he added. "But they are not a substitute for effective legislation."

Senator James M. Inhofe, the Oklahoma Republican who is chairman of the environment committee, said the bill was "killed by the environmental extremists who care more about continuing the litigation-friendly status quo and making a political statement on CO2 than they do about reducing air pollution."

Mr. Inhofe, who considers global warming "a hoax," predicted that the full Senate would not support caps on carbon dioxide, asserting that Democrats were determined not to allow a Republican president a major environmental victory. 

Democrats, he said, were "putting a far-left political fund-raising effort over the health and well-being of America's children and our nation's environment." 

Mr. Inhofe was joined by the eight other Republicans on the committee in voting for the bill.

But Senator James M. Jeffords, the Vermont independent who is the committee's ranking member, said that the Clear Skies bill "is no compromise; it's a giant step backward."

Mr. Jeffords, who joined seven Democrats and Senator Lincoln Chafee, Republican of Rhode Island, in opposing the bill, added, "This bill allows giant corporate utilities to avoid compliance and stops the enforcement of our existing clean air laws."

This was Mr. Inhofe's fourth bid to move the Clear Skies bill to the full Senate. Three previous committee votes were postponed when a tie seemed certain and committee members expressed a willingness to negotiate a compromise. Leading the efforts were two friends from their days as governors, Senator George V. Voinovich, an Ohio Republican who co-sponsored the bill with Mr. Inhofe, and Senator Thomas R. Carper, Democrat of Delaware. They met nine times since early February to narrow differences.

The talks ended after Mr. Voinovich said Republican compromises received no Democratic response, and Mr. Carper said his requests for more timely data from the Environmental Protection Agency were ignored.

"How would you like to find yourself in the ring with nobody to box?" Mr. Voinovich asked after the vote. "We've spent hours in conversations, and all I get is silence. If they're sincere, they should come back and say, 'Here's what we'll do.' "

Mr. Carper, as well as other committee Democrats, said they sought more information, including a detailed environmental and economic analysis of the Clear Skies bill and several competing bills, before they would address Republican concerns.

"I love George like a brother," Mr. Carper said. "But this is a steeper learning curve for me, and it's more complicated when E.P.A. doesn't respond."

Mr. Carper and others expressed optimism that a compromise might be reached later this year, but Mr. Voinovich said it could happen only if Democrats acknowledged the Republican compromises and softened their stance.

"As far as I'm concerned, we're nowhere," Mr. Voinovich said. "Until something comes back, I'm not going to spend any more time on it."

___________________________________________________________________________

San Francisco Chronicle: Clear facts about Clear Skies 
- Catherine A. O'Neill
Wednesday, March 9, 2005 
In their enthusiasm for the Bush administration's "Clear Skies" plan to address air pollution from power plants, some supporters present only part of the story about mercury emissions. In so doing, they do a disservice to the cause of informed environmental policy. 

Gregg Easterbrook of the Brookings Institution, for example, registered surprise in an op-ed last month (go to www.brook.edu and search for "clear skies") that environmentalists haven't embraced the president's Clear Skies legislation -- scheduled to be voted on today in a U.S. Senate committee. Easterbrook touts the bill's promised cuts of 70 percent in sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and mercury emitted from power plants by 2018, wondering "what's not to like?" 

In a word, plenty. Mercury is a potent neurotoxin. Exposure to small amounts before birth or during childhood can cause permanent neurological damage. Yet 1 in 6 U.S. women of childbearing age now has mercury levels in her blood that pose such risks to the fetus. That number nearly doubles for Native American and Asian-American women. Most exposure to mercury is from eating fish from contaminated waters; indeed, vast expanses of the nation's waters are so polluted that governmentshave issued advisories warning against eating fish caught there. 

Easterbrook heralds Clear Skies as the solution. He expects its cap-and- trade approach -- which sets an overall industry-wide cap on pollution cap and allows plants to trade emissions credits -- to "lead to rapid, relatively inexpensive pollution cuts." 

But that argument omits some relevant facts. First, the existing law would produce bigger reductions faster. The Environmental Protection Agency's own models show that Clear Skies' 70 percent reductions would not be achieved until sometime after 2020, while mercury would be reduced on the order of 90 percent by 2008 under existing Clean Air Act requirements. Because mercury harms the developing nervous system, the decade-long delay would needlessly subject a generation of children to risk. 

Second, Easterbrook trumpets the proposal's permanent ceiling on mercury emissions. Indeed, a permanent ceiling would be good, because it would bar emissions from exceeding capped levels even as coal-fired power generation grows. But Clear Skies' ceiling is so high that the existing Clean Air Act would remain more protective of human health until somewhere around 2100. 

Third and perhaps most egregiously, Easterbrook ignores the potential for mercury pollution hot spots -- local areas where industry trading of pollution credits would concentrate mercury in particular waterways Just last month, EPA's Office of the Inspector General made headlines with its finding that the cap-and-trade proposal did not adequately address hot spots. In fact, EPA's own models reveal significant hot spots in specific regions under Clear Skies. For example, mercury emissions would decline only 27 percent under the cap-and-trade proposal in Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin. Emissions would actually increase at 20 of the 44 utilities -- including at several of the largest sources -- located in these three states. Crucially, these hot spots would occur in a Great Lakes region where even the general population is more inclined to catch and eat fish from local waters, and where other groups (for example, the various Ojibwe and other tribes) are dependent on fish. The resulting environmental injustice is clear -- and reason enough to reject Clear Skies. 

Finally, Easterbrook and Clear Skies supporters cite the success of the federal Acid Rain Program's cap-and-trade system for sulfur dioxide emissions, reasoning that cap-and-trade provisions in Clear Skies will be similarly successful in reducing mercury emissions. In fact, neither the pollutants nor the programs are analogous. Among other things, sulfur dioxide disperses regionally and globally, whereas mercury is deposited locally -- a critical distinction for hot-spot formation. 

It always makes sense to think broadly and creatively about potential tools -- cap-and-trade among them -- to address vexing environmental problems. In the case of mercury, however, the better approach is already at hand under existing Clean Air Act requirements. Evidence shows that 90 percent emissions reductions would in fact translate into rapid responses in the nation's waters -- leading once again to fish safe enough for all to eat. 

Catherine A. O'Neill is a member scholar of the Center for Progressive Regulation and an associate professor of law at Seattle University School of Law. 

___________________________________________________________________________

The Times (London): Malaria may be a bigger killer than Aids, hidden figures reveal
By Mark Henderson, Science Correspondent 

March 10, 2005
[image: image3.png]


 THE deadliest form of malaria is up to twice as widespread as is generally thought and causes more than half a billion infections every year, the most comprehensive analysis yet of its extent has revealed. 

A map drawn up by British scientists shows 515 million infections with the most dangerous strain in 2002, compared with World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates of 270 million to 400 million.

The findings indicate that the impact of malaria has been greatly underestimated, and that it may outstrip HIV-Aids as the world’s deadliest infectious disease.

Previous figures put annual deaths from malaria at between a million and 2.7 million. While the new research did not reassess this, greater prevalence of its most serious form suggests that the toll could easily exceed the three million people killed annually by Aids.

The study found that 2.2 billion people, more than a third of the world’s population, are at risk of contracting malaria. The greatest impact is on children. While most of these live in Africa, South-East Asia and the western Pacific Rim are much more badly affected than had been suspected.

More than a quarter of cases of Plasmodium falciparum, the most dangerous strain of the malaria parasite, occur in this region. This figure of more than 130 million infections is three times greater than previous estimates. 

The results, published today in the journal Nature, will help the WHO, governments and charities to target efforts to fight malaria more effectively. 

Bob Snow, of Oxford University, led the study. He said: “We have taken a conservative approach to estimating how many attacks occur each year but even so the problem is far bigger than we thought. 

“Getting numbers right is important. Not knowing the size of the problem limits our ability to say how much money we need to tackle it. Not knowing where the problem is means you can’t spend wisely. 

“This is particularly important for new drugs. These are expensive and difficult to produce and production capacity and financing can be driven by speculation, poor data or simply best guesses.” 

Professor Snow, who is based at the Wellcome Trust laboratories in Nairobi, Kenya, said that the findings have important implications for the UN’s Roll Back Malaria programme. It aims to halve mortality from the disease over the next six years. 

“World leaders are now seriously focusing on malaria as a problem that can be tackled with tools we know work and are comparatively cheap,” he said. 

“Hopefully, these data will provide not only more ammunition as to why they should take it seriously but help them decide where to spend their money to best effect.” 

Professor Snow’s team used advanced statistical methods and epidemiological, geographical and demographic data to map the distribution of infections more accurately than has previously been possible. 

Evidence for the numbers likely to be infected was taken from studies of particular regions in which cases were sought out by researchers. These data were extrapolated using detailed information on populations, geographical and environmental conditions that affect transmission rates. 

Richard Feachem, executive director of the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria, said: “The work is important. Many have believed that existing data grossly underestimate malaria, morbidity and mortality in Africa and Asia. We now have confirmation of this.” 

Nick White, director of the Wellcome Trust’s South-East Asia unit, said: “Falciparum malaria has increasingly been thought of as an African problem. These estimates challenge that notion and suggest there is a lot more in South-East Asia than previously thought.”
ROAP Media Update – 10 March 2005

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news


Lake Toba summit aims for sustainable development 
Jakarta Post, Indonesia, 9 March 2005 (Apriadi Gunawan)  Medan - Leaders from 43 countries have confirmed participation in the three-day Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development conference in North Sumatra with the theme, "Global Partnership on Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Post-Disaster Settlements".
…"Some foreign ministers have also confirmed that they will be attending the event. This is interesting because apart from governors, businesspeople and academics, many foreign ministers will also speak during this meeting," he told The Jakarta Post. 
The event is being organized by the North Sumatra provincial administration with support from the United Nations Institute for Training and Research, the United Nations Human Resettlement Program and the United Nations Environment Program. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20050309.D04&irec=8 

General Environment News

Climate threat still with us - Fossil fuel use still intense, says Molina 
Bangkok Post, 10 March 2005 (KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI) - Nobel Prize laureate in chemistry Mario J. Molina has warned of an increasing severity of climate change and called on governments to step up efforts to cut use of fossil fuels and emissions of greenhouse gases, the main cause of global warming.
Prof Molina said although the chlorofluorocarbons level in the atmosphere had been falling for the last 30 years, the Earth was still under grave threat from global warming due to the intensity of fossil fuel use, another major source of greenhouse gas.
…Prof Molina co-developed the ``CFC-ozone depletion theory'' in 1974, which led to his winning the prestigious prize in 1995.
The theory found that the continued release of CFCs into the atmosphere would cause significant depletion of the ozone layer, which shields the earth's surface from damaging ultraviolet radiation from the sun.
CFCs are chemical substances used in spray cans and as a cooling medium in refrigerators and air-conditioners.
The discovery led to global efforts in cutting CFC emissions, including enforcement of the Montreal Protocol, which regulates the manufacture and use of CFC.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/10Mar2005_news14.php
_____________________________________________________________________________

ROAP News Update 10 March 2005

Bahrain

Awareness drive held

PUPILS at the Adawia Primary School for Girls in Gudaibiya learned more about waste reduction and environmental protection at a one-week campaign, which ended at the school yesterday. 

The event, organised by the Environment Friends Society in collaboration with the school's environment committee, aimed at increasing the awareness of students of different kinds of pollution and ways in which they can be reduced.

"We have been organising awareness campaigns over the last five years and about 60 students took part in this week's awareness programme," said society board member Mohammed Kadhem. 

The week culminated with a talk yesterday by society president Khawla Al Muhannadi, society member Sadiq Abdulghaffar and Mr Kadhem. 

They also presented awards to students who took part in the programme. 

During the week, an exhibition of paintings on the environment completed by the students went on display. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=106299&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27355
Yemen

Treated water: Is it safe to drink?

Water, water everywhere, but not a drop to drink. A similar message is coming from people who have tried to drink the water produced by Yemen’s expensive new water treatment stations.

Not only are most people dissatisfied with the quality of the water, but few have any idea how the water is treated or that the government adds chlorine and fluoride to the water.

"I don’t know what water treatment means. All I know about water stations is that they try to make water clean and healthy," says Saleh Saleh, a father of 10.    
Ali Homadi, owner of the Saylan water treatment station in Hadda, says that he sells water to water-sellers who distribute it on their three-wheel bicycles and trucks to houses and groceries in Hadda and surrounding areas.

Homadi’s water treatment plant maintains a level of nearly 10ppm fluoride.
“We use modern equipment to treat well water,” he says. “Unlike many other water stations, we make sure that the concentrations of fluoride are not harmful for tooth structure.”

http://www.yobserver.com/news_4113.php
Green belt to encircle Sana'a city

The ministries of environment and agriculture and the Municipality of Sana’ahave begun a campaign to plant a green belt of 800,000 trees around Sana'a as part of a huge project to prevent pollution and desertification.
“It will take five years until Sana’a is completely surrounded with the belt,” said Deputy Mayor of Sana’a Abdullah Sonbol in a press statement last week.
Sonbol said that the project is one of a series of environmental projects aimed at improving the environment of Sana’a and the quality of its air.
Meanwhile the general manager of the Rural Water Organization’s Sana'a branch, Abdul-Ghani Al-Ghazali, said that there are 127 water projects scheduled to be implemented in 2005, including those delayed from previous years.  
“They will be implemented in different parts of Sana’a at a cost of YR 772 million, with partial government funding,” he said.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_4112.php
UAE

Private firms likely to ‘play a bigger role’ in waste management

The importance of a bigger role for private companies in the waste management sector was emphasised by officials of Dubai Municipality during talks on privatisation of waste collection in the emirate, with a German delegation yesterday. 

The three-member German business delegation, which was part of a larger delegation of German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, which visited the UAE recently, held meetings with the Environment Department officials of the municipality. 

Representing two major German companies, Nehlsen AG and Faun Group, the delegation discussed the privatisation of waste collection in Dubai with Hamdan Al Shaer, Director, Environment Department, Hassan Makki, Assistant Director of the Department and Head of Waste Services Section, Redha Salman, Head of Environment Protection and Safety Section (EPSS) and Yaqoob Mohammed Al Ali and other senior officials of the department. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march283.xml
UN DAILY NEWS 

from the

UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE
9 March, 2005

====================================================================

SECRETARY-GENERAL TO PROPOSE UN STRATEGY TO FIGHT TERRORISM AT SUMMIT IN

SPAIN

Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived today in Madrid to deliver the keynote

address to the closing plenary of the International Summit on Democracy,

Terrorism and Security, outlining a principled, comprehensive strategy for

the United Nations to counter terrorism.

In the speech, to be made Thursday, Mr. Annan will make a strong plea to

Member States to unite behind the proposal of his High-level Panel on

Threats, Challenges and Change for a clear definition of terrorism, and to

complete a comprehensive convention outlawing terrorism in all its forms.

After his arrival in the Spanish capital, Mr. Annan held talks with Prime

Minister José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero.

* * *

ANNAN WELCOMES BOLIVIA'S ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE POLITICAL DIFFERENCES

CONSTITUTIONALLY

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed agreement,

reached peacefully and through dialogue, between Bolivia's Government and

its opposing forces on the country's vital political, social and economic

issues.

Mr. Annan had been following developments in Bolivia, where Congress agreed

yesterday that President Carlos Mesa, who had submitted his resignation,

should remain in office and where agreement was reached on political,

social and economic issues facing the country, a UN spokesperson told the

daily briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

"The Secretary-General is pleased to see this result achieved through

dialogue and respect for the constitution. He is encouraged that all forces

and groups in Bolivia are seeking to overcome political differences

peacefully," Marie Okabe said.

The UN was prepared to help the Government and people of Bolivia in

addressing the challenges they face, she added. Bolivia, formerly rich in tin, was later found to be rich in natural gas, but it remains the poorest country in South America.

* * *

OUTLOOK IN DARFUR, SUDAN, REMAINS BLEAK DESPITE SOME GAINS, UN RELIEF OFFICIAL WARNS

Despite improved living conditions inside the massive camps for internally

displaced persons (IDPs), the outlook for Sudan's war-torn Darfur region

remains bleak overall and as many as four million people could need

emergency food assistance by the middle of the year, a senior United

Nations humanitarian official warned today.

Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, briefing journalists at UN Headquarters n New York after returning from a five-day visit to Sudan, also urged the African Union to commit more monitors to Darfur as quickly as possible to protect the region's civilian population.

Mr. Egeland said the AU mission has been "a tremendous success where it is

and where they have deployed," but that only 2,000 troops are in place

across a region equivalent in size to France - almost a year after the AU

and the UN agreed that many more monitors should be operating in Darfur.

If a greater force was deployed, then "the killings would definitely go down dramatically and immediately and so would gender-based violence and other atrocities…many countries could give more forces," he said.

Many tens of thousands of Sudanese have either been murdered or died from

starvation and preventable diseases such as diarrhoea or pneumonia since

rebel groups took up arms against Government forces and allied militias in

early 2003.

Mr. Egeland said that the killings and the systematic rape and abuse of

women are continuing outside the "relatively safe" makeshift camps set up

by aid workers to house Darfur's population of more than 1.8 million IDPs.

But the fact that the camps are still swelling in size – the camp at Kalma

in South Darfur, for example, is thought to be home to about 120,000 people

– indicates that locals believe they are much safer there.

Noting the improved health and educational facilities in the camps, as well

as the estimated 10,000 aid workers from the UN and non-governmental

organizations (NGOs) operating across the region, Mr. Egeland criticized

the "myth still continuing that nobody is doing anything in Darfur. Nothing

could be further away from the truth. This is not Rwanda."

Yet unless leaders of the Sudanese Government and the rebels, whom he met

during his visit to Sudan earlier this week, agree to stop their fighting soon, the mass suffering will continue.

The ongoing conflict means almost no one in Darfur is working the land,

nomads and cattle herders have had to halt their livelihoods, and a growing

number of people need food aid.

The head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA) said between three and four million Sudanese in Darfur therefore

could need food relief by the middle of the year.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan Jan

Pronk has returned from the Eritrean capital Asmara after meeting leaders

of Darfur's rebel groups and Eritrean President Isaias Afewerki.

Although no date for the resumption of peace talks were mentioned, the UN

Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) today described the meetings as fruitful

and said no obstacles to the talks' resumption were raised.

In other developments, Mr. Egeland said he remains deeply concerned by the

lack of international aid being given to the rehabilitation and

redevelopment of southern Sudan, where the long-running civil war

officially ended in January.

The acting UN High Commissioner for Refugees Wendy Chamberlin made a

similar call for increased aid last month. Just 5 per cent of the $563

million required to rebuild southern Sudan has been received so far,

according to Mr. Egeland.

The OCHA chief – who also visited the south during his visit – said too

many international donors "are sitting on the fence and that is playing

poker with the peace effort in Sudan," jeopardizing the chances of success

of the recently signed peace agreement.

He urged donors to begin funding immediately, ahead of the expected May or

June start of the annual rainy season there, when most road transport

becomes impossible.

"$1 received today is worth twice as much as $1 received in June because

that would be a period where we are largely paralyzed and we have to do

food drops from the air instead of trucking them inside southern Sudan."

* * *

SPORT CAN PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT, UN ADVISER SAYS

Sport can help nations achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),

drawing young people away from risky behaviour into activities that teach

skills and values essential to life, a senior United Nations envoy for

sports said today.

Adolf Ogi, the Secretary-General's Special Adviser on Sport for Development

and Peace, told a seminar in Helsinki, Finland, that sport can bring

benefits both to individuals, who can enjoy participating in healthier

activities, and to wider communities as it can often build better relations.

The cricket series last year between Pakistan and India helped improve

relations between the neighbours, Mr. Ogi said, adding that the UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) works with the non-governmental

organization (NGO) Right to Play to bring sports to refugee camps around

the world.

Mr. Ogi also recently visited Brazil and Colombia to see first-hand several

programmes that try to attract young people off the streets and into

sports.

"Sport, thanks to its global cost-cutting capacities in human development,

can add tremendous positive value to international development work," he

said.

The MDGs are a set of eight, time-based targets – including the eradication

of extreme poverty and hunger and the achievement of universal primary

education – that world leaders agreed to at a UN summit in 2000.

Today's Helsinki seminar was organized as part of the International Year of

Sport and Physical Education.

* * *

SECURITY COUNCIL URGES HAITI TO DEVISE BENEFICIAL PROJECTS, FREE UNINDICTED

PRISONERS

Members of the United Nations Security Council today welcomed the release

of some political leaders in Haiti, but called on the Transitional

Government of the Caribbean country to speed up pending cases and ensure

due process for all.

In a press statement issued after a senior UN official in the Department of

Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) described in a closed briefing the major

events that have taken place since mid-November, the Council also urged the

Government to develop "concrete projects that could effectively utilize the

assistance provided." It appealed for prompt disbursement of pledged funds.

Council members welcomed the provisional release from jail of several

leaders of Fanmi Lavalas, former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide's party,

and it "called upon the Transitional Government to expedite all pending

cases and to ensure due process for all citizens."

"Members were updated that former Prime Minister Yvon Neptune remains

incarcerated without charge and is on a hunger strike," they said in a

statement to reporters by Ambassador Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg of Brazil,

which holds the Council presidency for March.

The Government's compensation programme for former military men should be

part of a comprehensive and durable solution to the need for an integrated

disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) programme, they said.

Meanwhile, "the members of the Security Council will be discussing the

Council's upcoming mission to Haiti, possibly in conjunction with a mission

of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti,

planned for mid-April," the statement said.

With regard to elections scheduled to take place in the last quarter of the

year, Council members said the success of the poll would depend on the

capacity of the transitional government to record progress on national

reconciliation, security and economic development.

* * *

SENEGALESE GENERAL PICKED TO LEAD UN FORCES IN DR OF CONGO

A Senegalese general has been picked by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to

command United Nations peacekeepers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC).

Lt. Gen. Babacar R. Gaye, who was educated in France and Belgium and is the

current Senegalese ambassador in Germany, would replace Maj. Gen. Samaila

Iliya of Nigeria as military chief of the UN Organization Mission in the

DRC (MONUC).

General Gaye, a former chief of staff of the Senegalese Armed Forces, also

previously served with the UN Emergency Force in Sinai from July 1974 to

February 1975 and was a company commander with the UN Interim Force in

Lebanon (UNIFIL) in the south of the country from August 1979 to March

1980.

* * *

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA GETS OWN WAR CRIMES COURT TO HELP UN TRIBUNAL

Bosnia and Herzegovina today launched its own War Crimes Chamber to help

with the work of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former

Yugoslavia (ICTY) as the court attempts to meet its 2008 deadline for

trying the last of the cases stemming from the ethnic violence of the

1990s.

The court in the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo grew from a joint initiative

of the Office of the High Representative for the Implementation of the 1995

Dayton Peace Agreement and the ICTY and was endorsed more than once by the

UN Security Council.

Calling it a "milestone achievement" helping to solidify the national rule

of law, ICTY President Theodor Meron said at the opening ceremony that the

creation of the chamber was yet more evidence of the international

community's commitment to securing justice in the country, with justice and

accountability being vital components of post-war reconciliation and

reconstruction.

"Through various training programmes, transfer of documents and expertise,

the Tribunal will continue to work closely with the War Crimes Chamber," he

said.

"Between ourselves and trials in the courts of former Yugoslavia, we must

work to ensure that no major war criminals will benefit from a gap of

impunity, either now or as our work at The Hague draws to an end," Mr.

Meron added.

He re-affirmed that the Tribunal would not wind down before trying leading

combatants Radovan Karadzic, Ratko Mladic and Ante Gotovina.

The ICTY's referral bench was considering requests from Prosecutor Carla

Del Ponte for the transfer of cases to the War Crimes Chamber under rules

examining the "whole panoply of due process in the receiving court," Mr.

Meron said.

It was the first time since the Nuremberg and Tokyo tribunals that

authority to prosecute war criminals was being transferred to a national

jurisdiction, Ms. Del Ponte noted in her message.

Domestic war crimes prosecutions "must be victims-oriented, victims-driven

and not be seen as a process for the sake of the process, justice for the

sake of justice," she said.

They must be apolitical or depoliticized and "must fight against deeply

embedded prejudices, public misconceptions, unsettled grievances and

probably political interference," whose destruction requires enormous

effort and crystal-clear fairness, she added.

* * *

SECURITY COUNCIL REITERATES TWO-STATE VISION OF ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE

The United Nations Security Council today recommitted itself to the two-state vision of Israel and Palestine living side by side in peace and security and called on both parties to fully respect the understandings they reached at a summit meeting last month in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.

At the summit between Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, it was agreed that all Palestinians would stop all acts of violence against all Israelis everywhere and that Israel will cease all its military activities against all Palestinians everywhere.

In a statement read out at an open meeting by its President for March,

Ambassador Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg of Brazil, welcoming the results of last

week's international meeting in London in support of the Palestinian

Authority, the Council stressed the key role of the international community

in assisting the Authority in strengthening security, good governance and

the development of the Palestinian economy.

It reiterated "its demand for immediate cessation of all acts of violence,

including all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and destruction," and

repeated its call to both sides to ensure continued progress full

implementation of the Road Map peace plan.

That plan, drawn up by the Middle East diplomatic Quartet of the UN,

European Union, Russia and United States, calls on both Israel and the

Palestinians to take parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two states

living side by side in peace, originally by the end of 2005.

* * *

UN ENVOY ON SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON MEETS WITH ARAB LEAGUE CHIEF

The United Nations envoy seeking the withdrawal of some 14,000 Syrian

troops from Lebanon held talks today with Arab League Secretary-General

Amre Moussa on his way to the Middle East for his second series of talks in

a month with Lebanese and Syrian leaders.

Terje Roed-Larsen, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Envoy for the

implementation of Security Council resolution 1559 calling for the

withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and

extending Government control over the whole country, met with Mr. Moussa in

Madrid, Spain, before leaving for Egypt for talks with President Hosni

Mubarak.

Last night he discussed his mission with Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel

Angel Moratinos after meeting with European leaders in Brussels.

He last visited Lebanon and Syria in the first half of February, his first

trip in the new job he assumed in January after serving as UN Special

Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process. Since then, the

assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri has increased

tension in the area.

At the weekend Syrian President Bashar Al Assad offered a phased withdrawal

of his country's troops, which have been in Lebanon since the early stages

of the 1975-1990 civil war.

Mr. Annan told reporters yesterday that resolution 1559 calls for "full withdrawal" of foreign forces from Lebanon and that Mr. Roed-Larsen would discuss full and complete withdrawal with the Lebanese and Syrian leaders.

* * *

KOSOVO PREMIER’S RESIGNATION ‘GOOD EXAMPLE’ OF COOPERATION WITH COURT – ANNAN

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed as “a good

example of cooperation” with the International Criminal Tribunal for the

former Yugoslavia (ICTY) Ramush Haradinaj’s resignation as Kosovo Prime

Minister and his voluntary surrender after the court indicted him for his

role in the 1998-99 fighting there.

“It is essential that we all remain focused on the work at hand so that we

can move forward in building a stable, multiethnic and democratic Kosovo,”

he said in a statement issued by his spokesman on the Serbian province,

which the UN has run since the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

drove out Yugoslav troops amid grave human rights abuses in fighting

between Albanians and Serbs in 1999.

Mr. Annan also welcomed the fact that the local government, political

leaders and the people of Kosovo have expressed their feelings related to

Mr. Haradinaj’s resignation and departure in a peaceful, democratic manner.

“Building on the achievements reached under the government led by Mr.

Haradinaj, Kosovo must continue to make progress on the implementation of

standards without delay,” the statement said of the benchmarks needed to

proceed to final status talks, such as democratic institutions, minority

rights and an impartial legal system to build trust between majority

Albanians and minority Serbs. Albanians outnumber other communities, mainly

Serbs, by about 9 to 1.

Mr. Annan also pledged the readiness of the UN Interim Administration

Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) “to continue to support the people and

Provisional Institutions of Kosovo in the implementation of standards.”

* * *

URGENT AID NEEDED FOR ETHIOPIA AS SUDAN'S POLIO OUTBREAK CROSSES BORDERS, UN SAYS

Ethiopian children urgently need protection from Sudan's polio outbreak, the United Nations agencies for public health and children said today in appealing for nearly $5 million for an immunization campaign against the paralyzing disease in April and May.

A polio outbreak in Sudan had paralyzed 132 Sudanese children since last May and late last month the World Health Organization (WHO) found the same genetic variant in two cases in Ethiopia, WHO and the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) said.

The two agencies said they planned to inoculate 14.7 million Ethiopian

children younger than 5 during the campaign, as part of their 18-year

effort to eradicate the disease globally by the end of the year. Ethiopia

had been polio-free since 2001, they added.

The response to the Sudanese outbreak was to immunize children in

Ethiopia's Tigray area and the districts at highest risk in the first week

of March and to deploy 100,000 health workers and trained volunteers door

to door to administer the oral vaccine on National Immunization Days (NIDs)

in the second week of April and the first week in May, they said.

* * *

UN MOVES AHEAD WITH INTERIM TSUNAMI EARLY-WARNING SYSTEM FOR INDIAN OCEAN

In a bid to set up an immediate interim tsunami early-warning system for

the Indian Ocean, which experts believe could have saved scores of

thousands of lives in last December’s disaster, a United Nations-sponsored

meeting of experts has called on all affected countries to establish

emergency contact centres by the end of the month.

Organized by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (

UNESCO) Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), the six-day

meeting of technical experts in Paris stressed the need for warnings from

sophisticated scientific sensors to reach local communities and for the

public to be educated to act upon them.

The experts welcomed an offer from the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre, the

only such body in the world at present, and the Japan Meteorological Agency

to provide reliable interim tsunami advisory information to authorized

contacts in the Indian Ocean countries, pending the establishment of a

full-fledged system, which UN officials hope to have up and running by June

2006.

“Member States are requested to provide to the IOC their official 24x7

contact information (prime and alternate) for receiving this information by

1 April 2005,” the International Coordination Meeting for the Development

of a Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System for the Indian Ocean said in a

communiqué last night.

Had such a system existed on 26 December, experts believe, scores of thousands of lives might have been saved from the giant waves that killed more than 200,000 people in a dozen Indian Ocean countries, since they would have been given up to several hours to flee to higher ground before the tsunami struck many of the ravaged areas.

The system, now existing only for the volcano- and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim, relies on a combination of tremor and tidal gauges, fast data transfer and alarm mechanisms and public education in danger zones.

The meeting also noted the need to develop mechanisms for effective coordination of tsunami warning systems for all at-risk regions on a global basis.

It stressed several times the need for public education to make the

so-called Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning System (IOTWS) effective, declaring

that “this requires that tsunami warnings must reach local communities by

various means and be understood at all levels, so that people are

well-informed and motivated towards safety measures and actions.”

It was a message that the Director of the secretariat of the UN

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), Salvano Briceño,

hammered home at the very outset of the meeting. “Many people just think of

a high-tech system with ocean sensors and a tsunami nerve centre, but much

more is needed,” he said. “If the warnings do not get to the people at risk

and into public education and preparedness programmes, they will be

ineffective.”

The experts agreed that the IOTWS should consist of a coordinated network

of national systems and capacities and complement existing warning

frameworks, including within a multi-hazard approach where appropriate, and

they called on all Member States to provide financial, technical and other

kinds of aid.

* * *

UN AGENCY AND DONOR COUNTRIES CALL FOR COORDINATED ACTION TO ELIMINATE AIDS

In the wake of its report saying the world will need some $200 billion over

the next 20 years to reverse the AIDS pandemic, the Joint UN Programme on

HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) joined three donor countries today in calling for

coordinated global action to create effective treatment programmes in

developing countries.

“In order to get ahead of the epidemic, the international community must work together to scale up the AIDS response,” UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot said at a meeting in London.

“This means maximizing donor coordination, mobilizing new resources and ensuring that the available funds for AIDS are spent effectively on the ground. Today’s high-level meeting will come up with ways to make the money work,” he said.

The meeting was attended by 93 people – cabinet ministers, Government AIDS experts and people living with the disease from France, the United Kingdom, the United States and some developing countries, as well as representatives of multilateral organizations.

The conference focused on coordinating the responsibilities of donor

countries, multilateral institutions and individual developing countries in

carrying out more effective AIDS programmes and on how much money was

needed to tackle the pandemic globally, UNAIDS said.

* * *

UN REPORTS RESUMPTION OF AID SUSPENDED DURING FIGHTING IN EASTERN DR OF CONGO

Over 88,000 displaced people in the eastern Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC) are receiving humanitarian aid again after a suspension forced

by intensified fighting between ethnic militias, but the area remains tense

and further disruption to aid activities cannot be ruled out, the United

Nations announced today.

“The death toll in the camps is back under control,” said the head of the

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in the area,

Modibo Traore. “However the situation remains very tense in the area and

the risk that vital aid may once again be cut off is very real.”

Fighting between Lendu and Hema ethnic militias in the Ituri region

worsened recently, sending tens of thousands of civilians fleeing their

homes, and last week UN peacekeepers came under attack while carrying out a

search operation against mainly Lendu militia, returned fire and killed at

least 50 fighters. The battle came days after nine UN peacekeepers from

Bangladesh were killed in an ambush.

“There are very likely more people still hiding in the bush,” Mr. Traore

said, speaking in Ituri’s main town of Bunia. “We are receiving reports of

people who are sick or injured but too afraid to seek treatment.

Humanitarians can only help those who can reach the safe areas.”

Aid organizations suspended assistance to more than 54,000 displaced people

in the Kakwa, Tché and Gina areas on 28 February due to security concerns.

Workers returned on Monday to Gina to assess conditions and planned a rapid

return to activities. This followed the resumption of aid to over 21,000

displaced people in Tché over the weekend after an improvement in security

conditions on the road north from Bunia.

Aid workers were pleased to note that those sheltering in Gina had started

to dig their own latrines during the suspension of aid. “These are

courageous people, who have suffered enormously over the recent years.

Humanitarians will continue to do everything possible to continue providing

them with life-saving assistance despite the tense security situation,” Mr.

Traore said.

OCHA is planning an assessment mission to Tché and Kakwa over the next two

days to review the humanitarian situation and attempt to negotiate for

continued access to the recently displaced.

* * *

UN PROJECT AGAINST SEX TRAFFIC IN SOUTH ASIA HAILS ‘STUNNING SUCCESS’ OF FIRST CASE

A United Nations initiative to fight sex trafficking in South Asia today

hailed the first prosecution based on multilateral action as a “stunning

success,” calling the 85-year prison sentence imposed by a Thai court on a

Cambodian national for procuring under-aged women for prostitution “a

groundbreaking decision.”

The case involved movement across three countries, and required officials

and non-governmental agencies to join forces, the six-nation UN

Inter-Agency Project on Human Trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub-region

(UNIAP) announced in Bangkok.

The prosecution rested on the testimony of eight Cambodian women, who left

their home village believing they would be offered work as noodle and

clothes sellers in Bangkok. Instead, they were held in Samut Prakan before

being sold into a Malaysian brothel by the Cambodian national, identified

as Ms. Khunthea.

Malaysian authorities later detained them as illegal migrants. A long

process of escape, re-victimization and rescue culminated in their

appearance in court to testify against Ms. Khunthea in Bangkok.

According to Thai Criminal Procedure, Ms. Khunthea will only serve a

50-year jail term.

UNIAP was established in 2000 to facilitate a stronger and more coordinated

response to human trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub-region, comprising

Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam. It brings together

the six governments, 13 UN agencies and eight international

non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

At the country level, the project includes an extensive network of

government, local and international NGOs, UN organizations, donors and

links to networks in south Asia and beyond.

* * *
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

I understand we have a group of students from South Africa today.

Welcome to the United Nations, and I hope you’re enjoying your stay in New York.

**Guest at Noon
The guest in a few minutes will be Jan Egeland, the UN’s Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, and the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, who will be joining us to provide an update on the humanitarian situation in Sudan.  He just completed a four-day visit to Sudan and will give you a briefing on that trip.

**SG in Madrid
The Secretary-General, meanwhile, arrived today in Madrid, where he is now meeting with Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero.  He will speak to the press following that meeting.

Tomorrow, the Secretary-General is planning to deliver the keynote address to the closing plenary of the International Summit on Democracy, Terrorism and Security.  In that speech, he will outline a principled, comprehensive strategy for the United Nations to counter terrorism.

He will make a strong plea to Member States to unite behind the proposal of his High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change for a clear definition of terrorism, and to complete a comprehensive convention outlawing terrorism in all its forms.

We have embargoed copies of that speech upstairs; the embargo lasts until 10:15 a.m., New York time, tomorrow.  And we also have a press release on that speech.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on Bolivia:

“The Secretary-General has been following developments in Bolivia, where Congress last evening agreed that President Carlos Mesa should remain in office, and where an agreement was reached between the Government and other political forces on crucial political, social and economic issues facing the country.

“The Secretary-General is pleased to see this result achieved through dialogue and respect for the constitution.  He is encouraged that all forces and groups in Bolivia are seeking to overcome political differences peacefully.

“The UN system stands ready to assist the Government and people of Bolivia in addressing the important challenges that they face.”

**MONUC/DRC
Turning to the DRC -- the Democratic Republic of the Congo -- our mission there has called on the Transitional Government there to seriously consider the presidential statement issued by the Security Council here on 2 March, in which the Council expressed its serious concern about the illegal and criminal activities of the militias in Ituri and of their military or political chiefs.  The Mission has yet to be officially informed about the Government’s position on that Council statement.

The UN Mission, at a press conference in Kinshasa today, also notes that the international community’s patience with the DRC Government’s slowness in pushing for the disarmament of militias in Ituri is reaching its limit.

**DRC/OCHA in Ituri
And the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says that more than 88,000 recently displaced people in the Ituri in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo are now receiving humanitarian assistance, following the resumption of aid activities in camps there this week.  However, OCHA says that the area remains tense and humanitarians cannot rule out further disruptions to aid activities.

Humanitarian organizations suspended assistance late last month to thousands of displaced people in three areas of Ituri due to security concerns stemming from fighting between two militia groups in that area.  We have more information on this upstairs.

**Appointment of Force Commander, MONUC
Also on the DRC, the Secretary-General has informed the Security Council about his intention to appoint of Lieutenant-General Babacar Gaye of Senegal as the new Force Commander of the UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC).  He replaces Major-General Somaila Iliya of Nigeria.  And the Council is expected to respond in writing shortly.

Lebanon
Turning to the Middle East, Terje Roed Larsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, met yesterday evening in Madrid with Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel Angel Moratinos.  Roed Larsen also met this morning with the Secretary-General of the Arab League, Amre Moussa.  Moratinos and Moussa will stay in close contact with Roed Larsen during the course of his mission.  Roed Larsen is now headed to Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, to meet with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak for further talks on the implementation of 1559.

The Secretary-General was asked about the implementation of that resolution yesterday, and he noted that the resolution calls for “full withdrawal” of foreign forces from Lebanon.  Roed Larsen would discuss full and complete withdrawal with the Lebanese and Syrian leaders, he said.  Asked about yesterday’s demonstration in Beirut by Hezbollah, the Secretary-General said it is normal in every society that different groups may not hold identical views.  He said we need to recognize that “they are a force in society that one will have to factor in as we implement the resolution.”

**Sudan
And on Sudan, we do have Jan Egeland who is already here poised to brief.  But just a brief word from our mission there.  The Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, has returned from Asmara, Eritrea, where he met with representatives of the rebel movements of Darfur.

The UN mission described the discussions with the Darfur rebel groups as fruitful.  It said no dates were mentioned for the resumption of the Darfur talks but no blockages were raised either.  The UN mission strongly encourages resuming those peace talks.  Pronk also met with representatives of the Beja congress and the Free Lions from Eastern Sudan.

The mission also reports that, in South Darfur, two World Food Programme-contracted vehicles carrying WFP food items came under attack yesterday by armed militia members who looted the food and money of the drivers and others on the vehicle.  That’s all I have on that incident from the field.

**Côte d’Ivoire
On Côte d’Ivoire, the UN Mission there has been organizing several meetings between feuding ethnic groups in the west of the country, which resulted in an agreement yesterday between two such groups.

Two chiefs in the Fengolo area, in the zone of confidence, yesterday promised to take responsibility to ensure that no further clashes erupt between their respective communities.

**Security Council
And turning to the Security Council here at UN Headquarters; this morning, Hédi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, introduced the Secretary-General’s report on activities of the UN Mission in Haiti, and updated on the situation there.

We expect the President of the Council to speak to you on this at the stakeout microphone following this morning’s session.

**Tsunami – Early Warning
An international tsunami warning system meeting ended last night at the headquarters of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNECSO) in Paris.  Among other things, it recommended that Indian Ocean countries quickly identify and establish national tsunami warning centres, develop response plans, and be able to receive, react to, and disseminate warnings on a 24-hour basis.  It also agreed to meet again in Mauritius, from 14-16 April –- that’s next month.  We have a full text of that meeting’s final document upstairs.

**Women’s Conference Update
And an update on the Women’s Conference, we now have figures on the participation for the forty-ninth Session of the Commission on the Status of Women, also known as the Beijing+10, which ends this Friday.

One thousand eight hundred forty-seven government delegates from 165 Member States and more than 2,600 representatives from non-governmental organizations have attended the session to date, out of more than 6,000 who had registered to attend.

On Friday, Members of the Commission will consider the resolutions that have been tabled by governments and those will be adopted by consensus or by vote.  The report of the forty-ninth session will be adopted on Friday afternoon.

And the closing press conference previously scheduled for tomorrow at 1:15 p.m. has been cancelled.  For more on the conference and its related activities, please get in touch with my office and they can put you in touch with the right people.

**Ogi/Helsinki Seminar
And a couple of more announcements:  Sport teaches “skills and values essential to life” and can help countries achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  This was the message of Adolf Ogi, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace, at a seminar today in Helsinki, Finland.

**Seminar
And finally, tomorrow morning, starting at 9:40 in Conference Room 1, the UN Development Programme and the Chilean Mission are jointly organizing a seminar by the Community of Democracies on the state of democracy in the world.

UNDP Administrator and also Chef de Cabinet Mark Malloch Brown will speak at that seminar, as will the Chilean Vice-President José Miguel Insulza, the Timor-Leste Foreign Minister José Ramos-Horta, and Johns Hopkins University Professor Francis Fukuyama.  UNDP has a media advisory with more details and the speakers will brief you here in Room 226 at 12:30 tomorrow.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
And at 11:30 in the morning, Celeste McKay of the Native Women’s Association of Canada and others will brief on crimes against indigenous women and girls.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
And I have just been slipped a statement on Kosovo:

“The Secretary-General welcomes the fact that the former Prime Minister of Kosovo, Ramush Haradinaj, has shown a good example of co-operation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia by resigning from his post and surrendering voluntarily to the Tribunal.

“The Secretary-General also welcomes the fact that the representatives of Kosovo’s Provisional Institutions, Kosovo’s political leaders and the people of Kosovo have expressed their feelings related to his resignation and departure in a peaceful, democratic manner.

“Building on the achievements reached under the Government led by Mr. Haradinaj, Kosovo must continue to make progress on the implementation of standards without delay in light of the envisaged comprehensive review and, pending the outcome of the review, a possible decision to initiate talks on Kosovo’s future status.  It is essential that we all remain focused on the work at hand so that we can move forward in building a stable, multi-ethnic and democratic Kosovo.  The UN mission in Kosovo is ready to continue to support the people and Provisional Institutions of Kosovo in the implementation of standards.”

And that’s all I have for you.

Jan Egeland has been patiently waiting.  Any questions for me before I turn over to him?

Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Concerning the point on Larsen and the Arab League chief, do you know what they talked about and if sending an Arab force to Lebanon is on the cards?

Associate Spokesperson:  I will try to get a read out for you after the briefing.  [She later said that during the meetings.  Roed Larsen discussed all aspects related to the implementation of Secretary-General Resolution 1559.  The topic of sending a force to Lebanon was not discussed.]

Yes, sir?

Question:  On the meeting in Madrid, could we get the programme so to be able to simply understand how the Secretary’s speech fits into that?  Because my understanding from reading European papers, the meeting is organized by the Club of Rome -- excuse me, the Club of Madrid.  It deals with the subject of economics and funding of terrorism.

And another subject for the benefit of Mr. Egeland, Gum Arabic exports from Sudan were owned by Osama Bin Laden.  So, this was a tool of financing terrorism.  I mean, it seems to be very interesting, the specific meeting.  Now, could we get a programme?

Associate Spokesperson:  We can certainly help you find a programme for the conference, which, as you know, is not a UN conference.  But, please come to the office and we’ll try to help you out on that.

Question:  I’m trying to understand how that fits in.

Associate Spokesperson:  Okay.  Yes, Laura?

Question:  Marie, Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi addressed the Italian Parliament today about the fatal shooting in Iraq.  I was wondering if the SG has any comment on this.  And also, do you have any update as to when the next security assessment is going to be conducted in Iraq by the UN?

Associate Spokesperson:  As you know, the security assessments are something that are being continuously carried out in Iraq at all times.  So, I am not aware of any new assessments, but, I can definitely look into that for you.

On your first question, no, I have nothing from the Secretary-General on that.

All right, thank you very much.  And I am going to turn the floor over to Jan Egeland, who is just back from four days in Sudan.

(Issued separately).




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





The Independent (SA): Somalia calls for probe into suspicious waste


Environmental Data Interactive: Tsunami report shows urgent need for better disaster management


VOA: Somali Governnent Asks UN To Investigate Tsunami Waste


Tribune de Genève (AFP): Exiled Somali government wants tsunami-spread toxic waste probed


Courrier international: Deux mois après, le tsunami continue ses ravages


L'Investigateur: Tsunami : des déchets radioactifs remontent de la mer en Somalie


Environment News Service: INSIGHTS: Celebrating Women as Custodians of the Environment


Indo-Asian News Service: India stops production of ozone-depleting halon


Science Presse (Canada): Oui à la pollution au mercure


GlobeandMail.com: Schussing on slush (or worse)


Pressbox.co.uk: United Nations Environment Programme confirms Finance Initiatives Roundtable in New York


Antara - The Indonesian National News Agency: HOPES FOR SUCCESS OF WORLD'S GOVERNORS MEETING IN MEDAN


Sidwaya (Ouagadougou): Le Burkina Faso honoré à Nairobi


De Gelderlander: Door de veranderingen in het klimaat zullen infectieziekten verder om zich heen grijpen


Greenwire: WORLD LINES: Ecuador, Nigeria, Somalia and the U.K.
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