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Athens Environmental Foundation Partners with the ATHENS 2004 Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games in a Coastal Underwater Clean-Up Operation
Tuesday March 9, 10:01 am ET 
	


Jean-Michel Cousteau to Lead Expedition in Cleaning Beaches and Coastal Waters Around Olympic Perimeter of Athens Region 

EMERYVILLE, Calif., March 9 /PRNewswire/ -- The ATHENS 2004 Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games (ATHOC) and the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF) have just announced that they have partnered in a coastal underwater clean-up operation on the occasion of World Environment Day, June 5, 2004.

AEF Board member Jean-Michel Cousteau, renowned diver and the Olympic movement's first ambassador for the environment -- who recently received the first ever "Ocean Hero" Award for "defending the world oceans and inspiring people around the globe" -- will lead the underwater clean-up expedition from June 3 - June 5, 2004. It will include a team of divers and marine industrial clean-up crews that will clean the regional beaches and coastal waters around the Olympic perimeter of the Athens region.

"We need to stop using the ocean as a garbage can," said Jean-Michel Cousteau. "The pollution that we are inflicting on marine life ends up hurting every one of us and the quality of all of our lives. If we protect the ocean we protect ourselves."

The expedition will include simultaneous beach and underwater clean-up operations whereby schoolchildren and members of the World Olympians Association will clean a specific beach area. In addition to using divers for removal of trash generated by human activities from the waters surrounding the beach, it will include the use of marine tugboats with cranes for the removal of larger objects that are polluting those waters. The refuse will then be separated and collected by trucks that will distribute it to entities that can recycle or reuse whatever is possible while properly disposing of the rest.

"The return of the Olympic Games to their birthplace offers an unprecedented opportunity to highlight our responsibility for the environment and to protect and improve the world's beautiful beaches and waters," said Tony Diamantidis, AEF Executive Director.

"Improving our environment is one of the key Olympic principles," said Yannis Pyrgiotis, ATHOC Executive Director. "This is a celebration of human collaboration, with people working together for peace, sustainability and respect for the environment. Greece is known for its uniquely beautiful beaches and that's why clean seawater is of the highest importance. By organizing this expedition, we wish to assert our steadfast commitment to the conservation of the priceless ecological heritage which our coasts, beaches and seas comprise."

The events are organized in coordination with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and on the occasion of World Environment Day 2004. This Year's UNEP Global Theme is: "Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?" in an effort to raise awareness of the many issues of marine pollution and sustainability.

The events will conclude on the evening of Saturday, 5 June 2004, with a forum and reception in which ATHOC and AEF, together with the World Olympians Association, will "show and tell" invited dignitaries, a global Webcast audience and the media, what is possible with global cooperation.

Notes to Editors

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) established Environmental Responsibility as the third dimension of Olympism, along with Sport and Culture, in 1994. Environmental awareness and sensitivity is a focal point for the preparation of the ATHENS 2004 Games. The ATHOC environment department has initiated a series of environmental education, awareness and clean-up activities in partnership with non-governmental organizations, leading up to and through the 2004 Summer Olympic Games in Athens.

The Athens Environmental Foundation (www.athensenvironmental.org) is a non-profit, non-governmental organization established to organize, support and promote global programs for Sport and Environmental responsibility associated with the 2004 Olympics in Athens, Greece and future Olympic Games.

In 1972, the United Nations established world Environment Day -- commemorated each year on June 5 -- as the vehicle that stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment.

The official website of the ATHENS 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Gamesis www.athens2004.com 

    Contact:

     Andrea Corry

     The Emerge Group

     925-833-8172

     acorry@theemergegroup.com
     or

     Tony Diamantidis

     Athens Environmental Foundation

     510-594-2020

     tonyd@athensenvironmental.org
The Hindu 
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Global anti-toxic chemicals treaty sans India 

EFFORTS TO combat birth defects among human beings and animals due to chemicals seem to be bearing fruit despite Indian Government's non-ratification of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). The Convention will come into force on May 17, 2004. The Indian Government, which had signed the treaty on May 14, 2002, has not ratified it. The Stockholm Convention is a global treaty to protect human health and the environment from POPs. 

Every human being in the world carries traces of these chemicals in their bodies. POPs are highly stable compounds that can last for years or decades before breaking down. They circulate globally through a process known as the "grasshopper effect." As the name POPs implies, once introduced into the environment, either intentionally by industry as an agrochemical, or unintentionally as a by-product, these chemicals remain in the environment. These chemicals can be atmospherically transported to sites far distant from the site of initial introduction. The high solubility in non-aqueous media such as fats and oils leads to their high bioaccumulation in fatty tissue where concentrations can become magnified by up to 70,000 times the background levels. Fish, predatory birds, mammals, and humans are high up the food chain and therefore absorb the greatest concentrations. 

<subheadline> Under pressure </subheadline> 

The Indian Government is under tremendous pressure from the Rs. 125,000 crore chemical industry which has publicly asked the government to refrain from ratifying the treaty, according to a press release of the Indian Chemical Manufacturers Association issued prior to the Seventh Session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee in July 2003. 

In the context of the studies by the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the International Agency for Research on Cancer showing workers in these chemical factories being at great risk of liver, lung and brain cancers and skin tumours and the dissolving of bones at the tip of their fingers, the Indian government's passivity is frightening. 

The treaty seeks to control the production, import, export, disposal and use of these toxic chemicals and has established tough international controls on an initial cluster of 12 chemicals, of which most are subject to an immediate ban. Most POPs of international concern are synthetic organo-chlorine compounds, that is, they contain carbon and chlorine. Some of these chemicals have industrial application, such as the polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and some are the unintentional by-products of industrial operations. 

According to a United Nations Environment Programme release dated February 18, 2004, the 2001 Stockholm Convention on POPs will become legally binding on May 17, 2004. The 90-day countdown as per Article 26 of the Convention was triggered on February 17 when France became the 50th state to ratify the agreement. The Convention was adopted on May 22, 2001 at the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants in Stockholm, Sweden. 

Governments will now be required to pursue a rapid start to action under the treaty when they meet for the first session of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention (COP 1) in Punta del Este, Uruguay, in early 2005. This COP will also establish a committee for evaluating other chemicals and pesticides that could be added to the initial target list of 12 POPs (these are aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, mirex, toxaphene, PCBs, hexachlorobenzene, dioxins and furans). Still another key goal for the COP will be to finalise guidelines for promoting "best environmental practices" and "best available techniques" that can reduce or eliminate releases of dioxins and furans (perhaps the most toxic of all the POPs) from a wide range of industrial and other sources. The Stockholm Convention holds the promise of a POPs-free world for future generations; now it is incumbent upon our government to take cognisance of the food chain poisoning activities under way to act swiftly by ratifying the treaty. 

JOURNAL-CODE: FHIN 
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New Straits Times (Malaysia)
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Is GM food safe to eat?

BYLINE: By Elizabeth John; Sarah Sabaratnam

BODY:
IN a series of articles over the coming weeks, ELIZABETH JOHN and SARAH
SABARATNAM will explore the issues, scientific studies published and
unpublished, anecdotal evidence and experiences about the controversial
subject of genetically-modified organisms.

EIGHT years after the first genetically-engineered or modified seeds
were released into the field, there is still no scientific consensus on
how safe it is for the environment or for human consumption. Yet, GM food
and its derivatives are already on supermarket shelves and in our daily
diet.

How do we know what we are eating is safe? After all, genetic
engineering involves the changing of characteristics of living organisms
by transferring genes from one organism to a totally unrelated species -
something that does not occur in nature. 

More and more, independent scientific studies are showing GM food is
causing strange things to happen in mammals. At the same time, every
single study commissioned or funded by biotech companies proclaims GM food
is safe to eat.

In the face of such opposing views, how does the consumer choose?

To help you make the right decision, we spoke to several scientists and experts who were in Kuala Lumpur recently for the first Meeting of the Parties, to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

Here is what they said.

Q: Is GM Food safe to eat?

Prof Terje Traavik: "That's a good question which no one can answer.
Eight years after the first GM plant went into the field there has not
been enough science and research to actually answer your question
satisfactorily. I am certainly concerned that there are a number of
theories and hypotheses that they may be harmful to health and the
environment. I am certainly concerned about it as a scientist but also as
a father and grandfather and as a citizen. But I don't want to tell people
whether they should be concerned or not. I want to tell them what the
situation is and they can decide for themselves. I also want to tell them that for the same reason, all kinds of GM food should be labelled just to give people the opportunity to choose. And if they are not concerned than
that is okay with me. My duty is to present the situation that we have now in a scientifically correct way."

(Traavik is from the Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology. He is engaged in a number of research projects including feeding trials of GMOs to mice. He is an active lecturer and advisor to a number of scientific organisations and committees, including the United Nations Environmental Programme. In 1992, he received the Foundation Erna and Olva Aakre's prize for outstanding achievements in cancer research.)

Dr Arpad Pusztai: "We don't know. On the basis of my studies, certainly GM potatoes are not safe and it puts a huge question mark over all GM foods. Personally, I will avoid them. The science shows that it is very
possibly, unsafe."

(Pusztai was head of Protein Chemistry at the Rowett Research Institute, Scotland. His main research interest is biologically active food components. In 1998 he led a team of experts in a study of young rats fed with GM potatoes. There were adverse effects on the rats' gastrointestinal tract. This finding sparked off the debate on GM food safety in the UK and the rest of the world.)

Mae-Wan Ho: "We should avoid it as far as possible. But there is no need to get hysterical. As long as you maintain a healthy and nutritious diet and you have a good immune system, your chances of falling ill aren't
high."

(Ho is the director of the Institute of Science in Society in Britain, which she co-founded in 1999 to promote socially accountable and ecologically sustainable approaches in science. She studied biochemistry and neuroscience and is a lecturer in genetics. Within the past 15 years she has pioneered research in the physics of organisms and sustainable systems. She has over 250 publications including 10 books.)

Susan Bardocz: "For me it is easy. I don't think it is safe. The technology which created GM crops is based on very bad science. So I am convinced that it is not safe and try to avoid it as much as I can. The safest way to avoid is to buy organic food. If I travel to the US I avoid all soya- and maize-based food."

(Bardocz has been a lecturer and senior lecturer in biochemistry. She was head of the Gastroenterology Unit and Food Gut Microbial Interaction Group at the Rowett Research Institute from 1987 to 2000. She was also
collaborator in the research which found that rats fed with GM potatoes suffered adverse effects in the gastrointestinal tract. She has published about 180 refereed scientific papers.)

George B. Fuller: "There are literally thousands of reports and we can refer you to websites and CD-ROMs, anything you want, where scientists and not just industry scientists but scientists throughout the scientific
community have published in peer-reviewed journals. If peers don't feel the information passes the standards of scientific rigour, it doesn't get published. But if they do, you can have some confidence in it. There are
thousands of papers in peer-reviewed literature which support the safety of biotechnology. You don't find many which support the claims people talk about - these very rarely get into reputed journals.

(Note: we did a check and found that there are only 12 scientific studies published on the safety of GM food. Eight say it is safe, the three done by scientists not influenced by funding from biotech companies
show that there is cause for concern.)

(Fuller is executive director of CropLife Asia based in Bangkok, Thailand. CropLife is a global trade association which represents the six biotechnology companies involved in plant sciences. In the area of
biotechnology, it has programmes to increase public awareness about the benefits.) Note: At Press time we were not able to get any industry scientists to comment. The writers can be contacted at features@nstp.com.my
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Football Academies: Are They the Region's Saviour? 

The East African (Nairobi) 
ANALYSIS
March 8, 2004 
Posted to the web March 9, 2004 
Peter Njenga 
It has been a busy week for football in East Africa. 

In tiny Rwanda, Fifa president Sepp Blatter came calling to inaugurate a proposed football academy to be built at a cost of $600,000, partly funded by the world federation and partly by President Paul Kagame. 

Since Blatter set aside a fund to assist poor countries to set up football academies under the auspices of the Goal Project, some countries have benefited, while others have not fulfilled the basic conditions for assistance. 

Uganda were given a similar grant but chose to put up an office block for the soccer governing body and in Kenya the funds remain unaccounted for, a factor that led to the disagreements that gave rise to a parallel national league. 

In Tanzania, the suspended FAT executive was reinstated and is now expected to concentrate on soccer development, hopefully by ensuring Taifa Stars competes in this year's regional Senior Challenge Cup after missing out last year. 

The Kenya Football Federation (KFF) convinced the government that Fifa was unwilling to release some $400,000 for the Goal Project unless the government provided land. 

This was done in record time by the new Stadiums Management Board and the new academy will be constructed next to the Moi International Sports Centre on the outskirts of Nairobi. 

Although Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania contributed to Blatter's re-election, Rwanda is leading the way in soccer development in the region and setting the pace generally. 

Only a decade after the genocide, Rwanda has undergone a football revolution. 

Besides winning the Senior Challenge Cup, the country also made a mark recently in the African Cup of Nations in Tunisia where against expectations, their team drew with DR Congo. Rwanda had beaten Ghana and Uganda to qualify for the Nations Cup for the first time. 

Rwanda also came to the rescue of the East and Central Africa Football Association tournaments when the hosting countries pulled out, and this year it will be hosting the club championships courtesy of President Kagame's generosity. 

The idea of a football academy in Kenya is grand, but what will be the criteria for admitting students? In the 1970s, the KFF started an Olympic Youth Centre and the legendary Brazilian player Pele visited to offer encouragement. 

The centres collapsed and the KFF has since failed to organise youth competitions. KFF has never paid attention to youth development. 

Only Mathare Youth Sports Association, a self-help group in one of Nairobi's largest slums, has managed to combine football and environmental issues to keep a youth soccer programme going. 

MYSA is a celebrated model youth programme and was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize last year. Some of its members attended the Earth Summit in 1992, the same year the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) awarded the association the Global 500 Award. 

The association runs a league for boys and girls and their best product so far is Denis Oliech, the 19-year-old who led Kenya to a 3-0 victory over Bukina Faso in the African Cup of Nations last month. 

MYSA was one of the youth teams that played Manchester United's under-15 team during the latter's tour of Kenya last month. 

A commendable youth programme is also thriving in tennis, which for some reasons remain a sport for the well to do. 

Of course there is football's Ligi Ndogo at Impala Sports Club in Nairobi for boys as young as six, but it is only for those who can gain entrance to this upmarket neighbourhood club. 

Candidates for the proposed KFF football academy are therefore not lacking, provided there is someone to identify them and provide prudent management. 

But KFF could borrow a leaf from Athletics Kenya, which has a pyramid structure programme that has continued to produce a succession of world beaters. 

The national athletics junior championships start from the districts to the nationals, traditionally held in Nairobi. 

The Kenya Cricket Association academy is also aimed at imparting knowledge to young players who will eventually join the national team. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Threat to ozone a bigger threat to workers

Dick Meister

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

©2004 San Francisco Chronicle | Feedback | FAQ

URL:   sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2004/03/09/EDGSN5GNI41.DTL

      Methyl bromide is one of the most damaging of the pesticides that  increasingly threaten the Earth's ozone layer -- so damaging that an  international treaty, the Montreal Protocol, has ordered it banned  worldwide as of next year. Yet the Bush administration is seeking to  exempt many of the pesticide's U.S. users from the treaty.

      The international community's main concern is that depletion of the  Earth's protective ozone layer subjects people everywhere to the  possibility of skin cancer, cataracts and other ailments caused by  exposure to ultraviolet radiation.

      That's true, certainly. But of more immediate concern should be the  severe effect the pesticide is having on the hundreds of thousands of  farmworkers and other Americans who are regularly exposed to methyl

 bromide because of its widespread use in agriculture and other  industries.

      U.S. growers of strawberries, grapes, ornamental plants and more than 100 other crops spray methyl bromide on the soil to kill insects and  weeds and use it to fumigate produce shipped to and from foreign

markets. It is used in flour mills and grain storage facilities, and  to treat golf course sod and rid warehouses and other buildings of  pests.

      As any user of methyl bromide will tell you, it is a very effective  pest killer. But as any public health worker will also tell you, the  pesticide is a nerve gas that can do severe damage to the brain and  nervous systems of those exposed to it, and to their lungs, kidneys,  eyes and skin, according to the Environmental Defense Fund and others. It can cause birth defects. It can kill.

      At the least, victims experience trembling, vomiting, blackouts,  pounding headaches, fainting, nausea, swollen lips and tongue,  unusual muscle pain, inflamed skin, fatigue and numbness in their  hands, feet, arms and legs. Those affected have included not just  people working directly with the pesticide, but others who have been  exposed as it drifted from fields and buildings that were being  sprayed. That has included children in nearby schools and residents  of nearby homes.

      Effective, safe alternatives to methyl bromide are available. But  growers complain they would cost more and put them at a competitive  disadvantage with foreign growers who use poorly paid laborers rather

than pesticides to control weeds and pests. That's right, U.S.  growers -- who, as the United Farm Workers union can attest, pay  their workers an average of less than $8 an hour, or less than  $10,000 a year, and provide few, if any, fringe benefits -- are  complaining about competition from cheap foreign labor as an excuse  to subject their miserably paid workers to poison.

      There is another bit of fine irony here in that growers of the  tobacco that poisons many Americans and millions of others throughout  the world are among those arguing for the continued use of the  pesticide. Administration officials will make their formal request to  exempt growers of tobacco seedlings and other users of methyl bromide  from the ban at a meeting this month of parties to the treaty that in  1987 set a timetable for outlawing substances that harm the ozone  layer.

      The administration demands threaten to all but undo the genuine progress that has been made since the Montreal Protocol was signed.   In those 17 years, use of the pesticide has dropped by 70 percent      worldwide. But the U.S. action, the first by any country to try to upset a decision to phase out a substance and increase its  production, undoubtedly would cause a surge in worldwide use of  methyl bromide. It would seriously undermine the treaty and reverse  what has been a steady and hopeful trend toward a cleaner and safer environment for everyone.

      Dick Meister (dickmeistersf@earthlink.net) is a San Francisco

      freelance writer and a former labor correspondent for The Chronicle.

The Washington Post

March 9, 2004 Tuesday 
Final Edition

Approval of Irradiated Sweet Potatoes Has Critics Steamed

 The purple potato has caused a spud war. 

A recent decision by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service to allow irradiation to kill pests in a special breed of sweet potato raised in Hawaii has left growers on the mainland trying to protect their crop and opponents of irradiation fuming. 

The fuss is over a tuber called the Okinawan sweet potato, which has light skin and lavender flesh and is of Chinese and Japanese origin. The potato is not well-known or easy to get on the mainland, except in specialty or ethnic markets on the West Coast. But now that an irradiation facility in Hilo, Hawaii, is treating the vegetable, it may one day come to a table near you -- though it might seem an unusual addition to a Thanksgiving repast. 

Last June, the Agriculture Department proposed allowing Hawaiian farmers to treat their potatoes with a high dose of radiation, as an alternative to methyl bromide fumigation -- a step that was required to allow entry of the crop onto the mainland. Both treatments are designed to eliminate pests found in Hawaii, such as the West Indian sweet potato weevil and the sweet potato stem borer (also known in entomology circles as the sweet potato vine borer). 

This was a relief to Hawaiian growers, who found it inconvenient and costly to ship their sweet potatoes to a fumigation facility on the island of Oahu. Plus, they had to pay overtime to have Agriculture Department inspectors present for treatments done after 4 p.m. or on weekends. 

Growers also faced the increasing cost and the eventual phaseout of methyl bromide under the terms of an international environmental agreement. 

In the recently issued final rule, the USDA reassured growers on the mainland that their production -- 1.3 billion pounds annually -- dwarfs Hawaiian output, 1.8 million pounds. The U.S. Sweet Potato Council in Columbia, S.C., looked at the same figures a different way. It said in comments to USDA: "Hawaiian production is a mere pittance . . . and therefore, Hawaii should be able to consume every sweet potato they produce and then some." 

Sweet potato consumption has been declining over the years. In 1932, when it was considered a poor man's food, Americans consumed 30 pounds each per year. Now, it's closer to 4 pounds, though the tuber has become more appealing because it's a favorite of Oprah Winfrey and television chef Emeril Lagasse. 

North Carolina is the No. 1 producer; the sweet potato is the official state vegetable. 

The USDA, which has approved 15 fruits and vegetables in Hawaii for the treatment, said the new rule has many benefits. 

It said irradiation costs less; growers would incur lower transportation costs; irradiation does not affect the quality of the crop as methyl bromide does; and the irradiation plant will have plenty of work since Okinawan sweet potatoes are a year-round crop. 

"A steady source of revenues from treatment, such as revenues from treating sweet potatoes to be moved interstate, would help assure this facility's continued operation and availability for all the producers in Hawaii who can use it," the rule said. 

The facility, called Hawaii Pride, opened in 2000 and was financed by a $6.75 million loan, three-quarters of which is guaranteed by the USDA. 

John Clark, president of Hawaii Pride, said the company urged the USDA to approve irradiation. "It was our request to move on it and our diligence in sitting on them to see that it kept moving forward. We hired people to make sure it was moving from desk to desk. We pushed it," said Clark, who is trying to market the purple potato to big stateside retailers. 

The happy news doesn't reassure consumer groups. Public Citizen, which opposes food irradiation, said the USDA didn't do enough research to see whether the dosages would kill specific pests associated with the sweet potatoes, and it didn't look closely enough to see whether the Okinawan would harm the domestic industry. 

"We see this as another bad decision as our own government exercises poor judgment on the issue of food irradiation," said Wenonah Hauter, director of Public Citizen's Energy and Environment Program. 

California growers aren't pleased either. They know they can't keep out shipments from another state, but they are worried about the pests that come with them. 

"The question here is, we are not sure irradiation is taking care of the insects it is supposed to take care of. We don't need a new infestation in California or the mainland," said Robert Weimer, a sweet potato grower in Mercer County, Calif. 

Peter Follett, a research entomologist in Hawaii for USDA's Agricultural Research Service, said 30,000 to 50,000 pounds of the potatoes are being sent weekly to the mainland from the irradiation facility. In addition, the amount of sweet potato acreage in Hawaii has doubled since the facility opened. 

Paul Gadh, import specialist for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, said the USDA decided on "the upper limit of the range of [irradiation] dosage suggested by internal bodies and our researchers." Irradiation would be used on three internal pests, while inspectors would handle the gray pineapple mealybug and the Kona coffee root-knot nematode the old-fashioned way, by looking for them. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee)

March 4, 2004 Thursday

United States seeking exemptions from global ban on one pesticide

BODY:
By Andrew C. Revkin

New York Times News Service

The United States is seeking to make more American farmers and industries exempt from a treaty that will ban methyl bromide, a popular pesticide that damages Earth's protective ozone layer, Bush administration officials said Wednesday.

Last year, the administration sought to exclude a variety of farmers and food producers from the ban, which takes effect next year. All told, the exempt businesses would be allowed to use 21.9 million pounds of methyl bromide next year and 20.8 million pounds in 2006 for an array of purposes like fumigating stored grain and treating golf-course sod and strawberry fields. 

The new request, filed with United Nations treaty administrators last weekend, would add 1.1 million pounds to the request for next year, to be used by producers of cut flowers, processed meats and tobacco seedlings.

Some American growers say methyl bromide remains vital to compete with countries where cheap laborers perform weeding and pest management. Critics of the American requests said the exemptions could undermine the 1987 treaty that outlaws substances that harm the ozone layer. Use of methyl bromide has been cut 70 percent in industrialized countries since 1999 under the treaty timetable.

Parties to the treaty, the Montreal Protocol, are to meet this month in Montreal to consider requests by the United States and other countries. The exemptions sought by the United States are larger than all other requests combined.

Overall, the exemptions being sought by the United States for 2005 and 2006 would cause a surge in American use of methyl bromide after steady declines.

"It's the first time any country has proposed to reverse the phaseout and increase the production of a chemical that's supposed to be eliminated," said David Doniger, who directs policy on atmosphere issues at the Natural Resources Defense Council, an environmental group.

Administration officials de-fended the new requests, saying that they were justified under the treaty's clause allowing continuing "critical uses" of the chemical and that the United States remained a leader in curbing the use of ozone-destroying chemicals.

Several critics of the exemptions said alternatives to methyl bromide were succeeding around the world.

Some experts on plants and pests said the few remaining uses of methyl bromide were essential for some farmers.

William C. Nesmith, a plant pathologist at the University of Kentucky, said the amount of methyl bromide used in U.S. tobacco production has dropped, from 1.5 million pounds in 1990 to 35,000 pounds a year, the amount requested in the new proposal.

A few small-scale farmers, mainly in eastern Kentucky and Tennessee, cannot risk switching to other options, Nesmith said, and their other choice is to sterilize fields by setting fire to piled brush, an activity that creates other environmental problems.

___________________________________________________________________________________The Guardian
David Attenborough joins campaign against cruelty of whaling 
There is no way harpoons can kill humanely, says wildlife broadcaster 

Paul Brown, environment correspondent
Tuesday March 9, 2004
The Guardian 

David Attenborough says there is no humane way to kill a whale at sea and questions whether whaling should "still be tolerated by a civilised society" in a report today by scientists and major conservation organisations. 

In a departure from his long held stance of neutrality on political and conservation questions, Sir David makes clear his opposition to whaling in the report, Troubled Waters. 

The issue of whalers' ability to kill humanely is central to the British and other conservation-minded nations opposing the resumption of commercial whaling. They say that if it cannot be achieved, then whaling should not resume. 

The report shows that instantaneous death cannot be guaranteed and although the average time from being hit by an explosive harpoon to death is two minutes, many whales live much longer. Some are wounded and face an unknown fate. 

In his foreword Sir David says: "Whales are highly evolved animals with all the sensitivities that that statement implies. They have a complex social life. They call to one another across the vast expanses of oceans. 

"They are the largest animals that have ever existed, far larger than any dinosaur. There is nothing in the body of a whale, which is of use to us, for which we cannot find equivalents elsewhere." He says the report contains "hard scientific dispassionate evidence that there is no humane way to kill a whale at sea." 

He quotes Harry Lillie, who worked as a ship's physician on a whaling trip in the Antarctic half a century ago: "If we can imagine a horse having two or three explosive spears stuck in its stomach and being made to pull a butcher's truck through the streets of London while it pours blood into the gutter, we shall have an idea of the method of killing. 

"The gunners themselves admit that if whales could scream, the industry would stop for nobody would be able to stand it." 

Sir David continues: "The use of harpoons with explosive grenade heads is still the main technique used by whalers today. "I hope that you will read the following pages and decide for yourself whether the hunting of whales in this way should still be tolerated by a civilised society." 

The report, produced by the World Society for the Protection of Animals, draws on academic research and the expertise of a New Zealand government ballistics expert, the Humane Society of the United States, the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society, and the RSPCA. Killing methods compare unfavourably to those imposed on the slaughter of land animals, the report says. 

It says that claims by the whaling industry to be able to kill instantaneously vary widely between Japan and Norway, the two main whaling nations. The Norwegians claim to kill 80.7% instantaneously but the Japanese only 40.2%, although both are using the same techniques. 

The main killing method is a harpoon that penetrates about 1ft into the whale before exploding, killing the animal with shock waves. If this fails a second harpoon or rifle is used. Average time to death is more than two minutes, the report says. 

However it claims that "adaptations for diving" may make it difficult to determine whether the animals are dead. "Their sheer mass, complex vascular systems and specific anatomical features may also impede efforts to kill them swiftly and humanely." 

The persecuted species 

· There are more than 80 species of whales, dolphins and porpoises in the cetacean family 

· Ten are listed as endangered and two critically endangered 

· Eleven types are still hunted 

· Killing great whales, 10 tonnes and above, is prohibited by the International Whaling Commission (IWC) but around 1,400 are expected to be hunted this year 

· Smaller whales, like pilot whales and dolphins, are outside the scope of the IWC. Unknown thousands are killed 

· Whales used to be caught for oil for lighting, heating, and lubrication; for use in making soaps and paints; and in processing textiles and rope. Bone was used to make corset stays, umbrella ribs, fishing rods, whips, carriage springs, skirt hoops, brushes, and nets. Meat was a byproduct 

· Meat is eaten in Japan, Norway, the Faroe Islands, and by various indigenous peoples 

· The principal method of killing is an explosive harpoon 

· Norway kills between 550 and 650 minke whales a year; Japan 440 minkes in the Antarctic, 150 minkes, 59 sei, 50 Bryde's and 10 sperm whales in the Pacific. 

· Iceland says it intends to kill up to 250 minke and sei whales annually for sale to Japan. 

· The largest whale still hunted is the sperm, weighing 57 tonnes and 18 metres in length 
___________________________________________________________________________________ABC Online
Scientists ponder reef pollution

Marine scientists have welcomed the community's advancements in reducing pollution on the Great Barrier Reef.

Experts from around Australia are gathering in Townsville, in north Queensland, for a three-day conference on water quality.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority's executive director, Andrew Skeat, says the gathering will allow scientists to put the latest data on the table.

He says new research is measuring how regional water quality can be used to further the work that is already being done to preserve reef catchment areas.

"This gathering's about scientists, that's a given, but we then need to take the best of this science and give the opportunity to managers and landholders in the catchment to look at how they might use this and really try and work together on solutions," he said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

LOS ANGELES TIMES

http://www.latimes.com/la-fg-ecozone9mar09,1,4014641.story

THE WORLD

Korean No Man's Land a Sanctuary for Nature

Rare species flourish in the tense demilitarized zone. Officials envision a chance for eco-tourism.

By Barbara Demick

Times Staff Writer

March 9, 2004

CHORWON, South Korea ? The birds don't stop for checkpoints. They flap their wings heedlessly over the earthen embankments, trenches, tank barriers and land mines that define the forbidding frontier between the two Koreas and head straight for the demilitarized zone.

In that no man's land, migrating birds have found a unique avian paradise.

The 150-mile-long, 2 1/2-milewide strip severing the peninsula is a favored winter residence for much of the world's population of rare red-crown and white-naped cranes. They are joined by kestrels, geese and black vultures as well as mammals such as Chinese roe deer, wild pigs and an occasional black bear.

Some surveys suggest the presence of endangered Siberian tigers or Amur leopards, although the evidence is about as credible as a sighting of the Loch Ness monster.

Seizing on legends about the exotic flora and fauna of the DMZ, many South Koreans hope that the infamous strip will become better known for its magnificent wildlife than its associations with war. Last month, the Korea National Tourism Organization announced plans for an eco-tourism district next to the zone.

"The natural habitat for these species has been so damaged elsewhere that they all come here. We have birds coming from Siberia and Manchuria, from Japan and Australia," said Kim Kwi Gon, a professor of environmental

planning at Seoul National University, who is promoting tourism in what he calls the "international biodiversity belt."

The DMZ is one of the few swaths of the Korean peninsula that has been spared the ravages of the last half-century ? a time capsule, as it were, of Korea's unspoiled environment.

"After a war that killed millions of people, about the only good thing to come out is this sanctuary for wildlife," said Ke Chung Kim, a professor at the Center for BioDiversity Research at Penn State University.

At least initially, tourists would not be allowed into the DMZ ? notwithstanding the half-century that has elapsed since the end of the Korean War, it is still strictly off-limits ? but they would enter a

civilian-controlled area just to the south where access is now limited mostly to agricultural workers.

The DMZ already attracts about 3 million tourists each year, but they are mostly fascinated by what is widely billed as the most heavily fortified frontier in the world and the last Cold War border.

Under the proposal, the first destination to be developed for tourism is Chorwon, about 60 miles northeast of Seoul, smack in the middle of the peninsula. On a peak known as Ice Cream Mountain, where the landscape was said to be littered with corpses at the end of the war, tourism officials want to build an observatory for bird watching.

The current lookout, outfitted with coin-operated telescopes to peek into North Korea, could be used equally for watching deer prance in the snow or cranes gliding on their elegant white wings.

No doubt the star attraction is the red-crown crane, whose image adorns countless sake bottles, kimonos, Chinese screens and other forms of Oriental art. The bird is celebrated as a symbol of fidelity, but it is as

rare as the virtue it embodies ? the worldwide population having dwindled to an estimated 2,000. About 15% of them live near Chorwon between October and February.

The cranes spend their days in the rice paddies, brown and desolate in late winter. They bob on their long, spindly legs between the dried stalks of rice, feasting on the remains of the harvest. But when the sun drops low, the birds fly over the numerous fortifications and retreat for the night into the marshy underbrush inside the DMZ.

"It is a perfect bedroom for cranes, safe and warm, with no people to bother them," said Yoon Moo Boo, a professor at Kyung Hee University in Seoul who is one of South Korea's foremost experts on cranes. "Almost

everywhere else on the peninsula, the wetlands have been drained."

In South Korea, the birds' habitat has disappeared under gargantuan concrete blocks of apartments and factories. In the North, much of what the land could provide has been eaten or burned for fuel by a desperate

populace.

"On one side you have extensive urbanization, and on the other a population so starved that they have ravaged the countryside looking for things to eat," said Caroll Muffett, director of international programs for Defenders of Wildlife, based in Washington.

Environmentalists worry that the limited rapprochement between North and South Korea of recent years threatens the wildlife.

A centerpiece of the "sunshine policy" of detente is reconnecting roads and railroads through the DMZ. Hyundai Asan is building a huge industrial park in the North Korean city of Kaesong, with the idea of attracting South Korean manufacturing firms.

At the insistence of environmentalists, the South Korean government spent an extra $25 million on the transportation corridors, adding such features as eco-bridges for animal crossings and steps in drainage ditches to allow

animals that fall in to rescue themselves.

In January, South Korean Environment Minister Han Myong Suk said that she would ask North Korea to join in applying to UNESCO to designate the DMZ as a World Heritage site. The North Koreans are said to be interested, though not as actively as their counterparts in the South.

If the peninsula is reunited and the DMZ goes the way of the Berlin Wall, many Koreans believe that the land should remain undeveloped as a wildlife sanctuary.

"I think for environmental reasons, there will never be full access to the DMZ, not even for tourists or bird watchers," said Kim Heung Rak, an official with the Korean tourism office.

But since reunification appears to be making only gradual progress, for the time being at least, the birds have the place to themselves.

ENS

Humans Rarely Heed Cries of Threatened Birds 
DURBAN, South Africa, March 9, 2004 (ENS) - Hundreds of the world's threatened bird species are still in trouble three years after BirdLife International identified essential conservation measures needed to help them survive. Their status is the focus of a new report "State of the World's Birds" released Monday at a week-long gathering here in Durban of BirdLife partner organizations from around the world. 

"State of the World's Birds" presents firm evidence that we are losing birds and other biodiversity at an alarming and ever-increasing rate," said Dr. Michael Rands, director of BirdLife International. 

There is some progress to report. Reinforcing the conservationists' hope that timely action based on good science can reverse the slide towards extinction, the report finds that nearly a quarter of globally threatened birds - 280 species - have started to benefit from actions identified by BirdLife. 

These strategies have been implemented with the help of national governments, communities, and nongovernmental organizations. In four percent of species, the benefit has already been judged "significant," BirdLife said. 

For instance, the short-tailed albatross was thought to be extinct until its rediscovery on Tori-shima, off Japan, in the 1950s. Recent habitat management and implementation of seabird bycatch measures in the Pacific have helped numbers to increase to around 1,200 pairs. 

Rands said, "Readers of the report will find that the BirdLife Partnership is directly helping to implement actions for 42 percent of globally threatened birds, but we need support from others, particularly national governments, both in terms of financial help and in establishing and maintaining protected areas." 

Using the IUCN Red List categories and criteria, BirdLife has determined that 1,211 species - 12.4 percent of species, or one in eight bird species - are globally threatened with extinction. 

[image: image4.jpg]


An endangered little tern has just arrived at Australia's Nambucca River after a 6,000 km journey from Eastern Asia. (Photo courtesy Nambucca Web)
Dr. Leon Bennun, senior editor of the report, said, "Global biodiversity is declining, but accurate measures are hard to come by. Birds are excellent environmental indicators, and "State of the World's Birds" shows that what they are telling us is that there is a fundamental malaise in the way we treat our environment." 

More than 350 delegates from over 100 countries are attending Empowering People for Change, the BirdLife International World Conservation Conference. 

BirdLife partner organizations understand that local communities are playing an increasingly central role in the long term conservation of natural resources. Successfully protecting birds and biodiversity cannot be separated from improving people's lives. 

"We aim to parallel the growth in birding and avitourism within South Africa with an increase in the perceived value of birds to rural communities," said Aldo Berruti, director of BirdLife South Africa. 

The BirdLife South Africa Richards Bay Project of the Rio Tinto-Birdlife International Partnership has been given the go ahead to ensure the long term conservation of birds and habitats in Zululand. 

Richards Bay is globally important bird area with many special species such as Woodwards batis, Eastern nicators and Livingstones turaco reaching the southern most extent of their ranges here. It is also a very important area for waterbirds and often sees huge congregations of waterfowl and is an excellent area for turning up rarities such as crab plover, says BirdLife South Africa. 

[image: image5.jpg]


A rare and colorful bird at Richards Bay, South Africa (Photo courtesy IUCN)
But many birding sites in Richards Bay are currently under extreme stress from industrial and harbor development. Some key birding sites are also under threat from industrial pollution. 

Birdlife Zululand along with BirdLife South Africa and Rio-Tinto PLC, the parent company of Richards Bay Minerals, has decided to take the approach of marketing and developing Richards Bay as a major birding destination, giving the presently unused bird habitats around Richards Bay some socio-economic value and a reason to protect them from further destructive development. 

This project will add the much needed input that the Zululand Birding Route needs in order to develop the area into one of the world’s finest birding spots. 

BirdLife South Africa also plans to run its Learning for Sustainability program in the Richards Bay region, providing environmental education to all sectors of the community. 

Community involvement is essential to protecting threatened birds, and people are often helpful when they know what is going on. Overharvesting of eggs was a real threat to the Vanuatu megapode, a bird found only on the Pacific island of Vanuatu. BirdLife suggested talking to local people to make them aware of what was happening. 

Dr. Mark O’Brien, a researcher from the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, BirdLife International’s UK Partner, has taken the world’s first and only photographs of the globally threatened Vanuatu Megapode Megapodius layardi, which is found on only a few of the 108 islands of the Pacific nation of Vanuatu. (Photo by Mark O'Brien courtesy RSPB/BirdLife)
The Vanuatu Protected Areas Initiative took the suggestion with help from BirdLife, WWF and Wan Smol Bag - a local theatre company which travelled around the island of Ambrym performing a play that dramatized the problem. 

As a result, local chiefs have imposed a moratorium on egg collection for four months of the year in parts of Ambrym, and a complete five year ban in the southeast of the island until numbers of this threatened species recover. 

Human activities and the fragmentation and destruction of bird habitat that accompany these activities are the greatest threat to birds, the new status report shows. Habitat destruction and degradation currently impact 1,045 globally threatened birds, 86 percent of the total. 

Over-exploitation - mainly hunting for food and trapping for the cage bird trade - and the effects of alien invasive species, especially predators, each directly threaten over 300 species. These are currently the most serious threats to bird species,with 40 percent of globally threatened birds affected by two out of three of these threats. 

A rapidly emerging threat is climate change, which BirdLife's report says will reduce, and force shifts in, the ranges of many species. Many will not be able to move fast enough, or in concert with other species. This will result in extinctions. 

"Whether we lose a few species or huge numbers will depend critically on the degree of warming. We must act now to minimize this," the report warns. 

The short-tailed albatross has benefited from planting of native vegetation at its principal nesting colony on Torishima, Japan. This helps to stabilize the soil and nest structures. (Photo by Yu Yat Tung courtesy BirdLife)
Biodiversity conservation depends on the funding to undertake required activities. But BirdLife reports that global spending on conservation remains "pitifully short of what is required." 

"Biodiversity conservation is an excellent investment, but one that we are still not making," the report says, estimating a $24 billion annual gap between what is spent and what is needed. 

The world’s existing protected areas have an annual budgetary shortfall of around US$2.5 billion. Expanding the network to safeguard biodiversity adequately would cost another US$21.5 billion per year, BirdLife reports. 

Current global funding is only US$7 billion per year, of which less than US$1 billion is spent in the developing world, which holds most of the world’s biodiversity. 

The three main problems affecting resources for conservation worldwide. Not enough money is being spent, finance is not sustained, and it is often applied in the wrong way and in the wrong places. 

The bottom line is clear. Humans must undertake "a fundamental shift in the way we look after our world—and this is a political challenge," the report says. 

"More than any other wildlife," BirdLife concludes hopefully, "birds are a gateway to environmental understanding, and a focal point to empower people for change." 

Read the report "State of the World's Birds" online at: http://www.birdlife.org/action/science/species/sowb/pdfs.html
ROAP Media Update – 10 March 2004

_____________________________________________________


UN or UNEP in the news

New Alliance Seeks to Combat Illegal ODS Trade

OZONE DEPLETION TODAY TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2004 (International Report)  – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recently announced that those participating in the Workshop on Preventing Illegal Trade: Public Private Partnership, held late last month in Hua Hin, Thailand, have formed a new alliance to combat the illegal trade of ozone depleting substances (ODS). 

According to UNEP, workshop participants included industry and government representatives from China, India, the European Union, Russia, the World Bank, the Environmental Investigation Agency and the Stockholm Environment Institute. UNEP noted that the participants committed themselves to "greater cooperation and transparency in sharing information and intelligence" in the effort to end illegal ODS trade. 

"Unified international efforts will be the key to the prevention of the environmental crime related to the trade in ODS," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer. 

Contact: Tim Higham, UNEP, phone +66-2-288-2127, e-mail higham@un.org 

 (EIN STAFF: 3/1)

Philippine Columnist Cites Country's Role In Marine Species Trade 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004 - A column in the Philippine Daily Inquirer today examines the Philippines' role in the global trade in marine ornamental species, used to decorate aquariums.  The trade was outlined in a U.N. Environment Program study, From Ocean to Aquarium, last September.
The trade is worth $200 million to $300 million per year, and the Philippines is the lead supplier, columnist Juan Mercado writes.
It was in the Philippines as well as Taiwan in the 1960s that the practice of squirting cyanide to stun fish began, a practice that decimates marine populations and destroys reefs.
"In the mid-'80s, more than 80 percent of all fish harvested in the Philippines and destined for the aquarium trade were collected using cyanide," the study says.
"Aquaria trade is low volume but high value," it says.  A kilogram of live coral for aquariums cost between $2 and $4, but sells for two cents as construction filler.  A kilogram of ornamental fish may earn $500, while a kilogram of reef fish for dinner costs only about $6.
For policy-makers, the challenge is to find ways to reverse extensive damage, conserve species and habitats, while reinforcing economic incentives for a legitimate industry that supports small fishermen, Mercado writes.
"Purchasing power that hobbyists possess is undoubtedly the single most important market force in the marine aquarium industry," the report says.  "If customers demanded that harvests used sustainable techniques, this would impact on source countries" (Juan Mercado, Philippine Daily Inquirer, March 9).
More than 20 million tropical fish of 1,471 species are harvested annually, UNEP says (UNEP release, Sept. 30). ww.unwire.org

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

 UNEP or UN in the News 

Libération, 9 mars : Déchets. Des experts de l'ONU soulignent la toxicité découlant de leur production.
Ordinateurs programmés pour polluer

«Small is not always beautiful.» Les composants électroniques assemblés dans les ordinateurs ont un impact néfaste sur l'environnement. Certes, ils sont petits, mais leur fabrication est très gourmande en énergie et en matières premières. Telle est la conclusion d'un ouvrage publié hier par les Nations unies. Dans Ordinateurs et environnement (1), Eric Williams et Ruediger Kuehr, chercheurs à l'université des Nations unies (UNU), établissent que la production d'un ordinateur de bureau de 24 kilos, écran compris, nécessite au moins dix fois son poids en combustible et en produits chimiques. En comparaison, la production d'un frigo ou d'une voiture ne requiert que une à deux fois leur poids en matières premières et ressources naturelles….

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=184517
Environmental news

Le Figaro, 9 mars : Une espèce d'oiseau sur huit menacée d'extinction dans le monde

DURBAN (AFP) - Une espèce d'oiseau sur huit est menacée d'extinction dans le monde en raison du développement incontrôlé de l'agriculture et de la déforestation, selon un rapport de Birdlife International rendu public dimanche lors du lancement de sa conférence mondiale à Durban…

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040308124604.86kh4qgf.html
Prepared by News Services Section
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN appeals for $35 million in emergency humanitarian funds for Haiti

*
Annan calls for creation of UN adviser on prevention of genocide

*
Date for referenda on Cyprus set for 20 April – UN

*
UN team makes second visit to southern Iraq since deadly bombing last August

*
Sudanese leaders welcome role of UN as envoy continues talks in region

*
UN goodwill celebrity Angelina Jolie urges aid to Sudanese refugees in Chad

*
Nepal: UN human rights experts alarmed by deteriorating situation

*
Annan looks forward to working with new Russian Foreign Minister – spokesman

*
Treaty protecting cultural property during war becomes law – UNESCO

*
UN holds training course to promote idea of more French-speaking peacekeepers

*
UN agency and medical editors to boost mental health research in poor countries

*
Filming begins on first movie shot at UN Headquarters in New York

* * * * 

Haiti

9 March – The United Nations today launched an emergency “Flash Appeal” for $35 million to meet the medical and nutritional needs of 3 million Haitians over the next six months.

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland told the press in New York that problems in the already troubled country have been exacerbated by recent turmoil. “What we saw is that the dramatic events of the last few weeks put the Haitian people, who were already suffering from deprivation and poverty, in an even more vulnerable position.”

Regional organizations tried to work out a compromise between then-Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his unarmed opposition prior to Mr. Aristide’s departure for the Central African Republic.

Humanitarian access is very limited in Haiti, which remains volatile, Mr. Egeland said. More than 3,000 prisoners have been released – and then armed by various gangs – while thousands of political activists are also carrying weapons. Looting, killing and arson are widespread in the capital, Port-au-Prince, he added. 

The Flash Appeal runs in tandem with a consolidated appeal for $85 million launched last April to cover 18 months of humanitarian and other aid for the country of 8.3 million people.

But that drive has only received pledges of $38 million, so beyond food, water and sanitation, there is no money for other needs, such as economic recovery, one year after the appeal was launched, Mr. Egeland said.

“Haiti has by far the worst health indicators of the Americas before the crisis, with the highest infant and maternal mortality rates, the highest level of malnutrition and the highest percentage of people living with HIV/AIDS all over this hemisphere,” he pointed out, appealing for donors to come forward with funds.

Currently, some 50 UN staff members are in Haiti, while a multidisciplinary assessment team will travel there tomorrow, according to a spokesman for the world body.

Fred Eckhard said that in advance of the UN team’s trip, one staffer left today to assess the security situation, which will be re-examined before each wave of UN staff is sent in.

“Some 16 political, military, police and logistics experts, as well as one information person, will go to begin planning the UN follow-on mission called for by the Security Council,” he reported. “A second wave made up primarily of representatives of UN agencies, funds and programmes could go in over the weekend, depending on the local security situation.”

The Security Council approved a resolution on 29 February calling on the UN, the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Organization of American States (OAS) to “promote the rebuilding of democratic institutions” and combat poverty in Haiti.

The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, Reginald Dumas, is scheduled to visit Haiti early next week.

* * *

Secretary-General

9 March – As the 10-year anniversary of the Rwandan genocide approaches, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today proposed the establishment of a Special Rapporteur or Adviser on the prevention of genocide.

In an address to both houses of the Canadian Parliament in Ottawa, Mr. Annan said “we can no longer afford gaps in existing capacity to provide early warning of genocide or comparable crimes.” 

He said a rapporteur would “compel us to reflect on how to avoid similar atrocities [to Rwanda in 1994] in the future,” adding the post would make clear the link “between massive and systematic violations of human rights and threats to international peace and security.”

In a wide-ranging address, the Secretary-General issued a plea for a long-term commitment to help Haiti and its people, called for a new global consensus on the threats and challenges ahead, and said the affluent nations of the North “will have to do their fair share” of support if developing countries are to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.

Mr. Annan also praised Canada as “a pillar of support for the UN,” saying it has a deserved reputation as an exemplary international actor and has long played a role in promoting peace and development.

The parliamentary address by Mr. Annan followed meetings with Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin and with members of his governing Cabinet. The situation in Haiti was discussed during the talks.

When he arrived in Ottawa yesterday, Mr. Annan told Canada’s Governor-General Adrienne Clarkson that the country’s diverse, multilingual society “forms a kind of UN of its own.”

Today the Secretary-General also laid a wreath at Canada’s memorial to fallen UN peacekeepers. Mr. Annan returns to New York tomorrow.

* * *

Cyprus

9 March – To facilitate preparations for the conduct of referenda on each side, the top United Nations adviser on Cyprus has informed the Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders that the date for a referendum has been set for 20 April, according to the UN mission in the country.

The announcement by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, came yesterday, the UN peacekeeping force on the island (UNFICYP) said.

Last month, the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, agreed to continue meeting in Nicosia until 22 March to discuss a plan initiated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to reunify the island ahead of its entry into the European Union on 1 May.

If the talks succeed in reaching agreement on modifications to the plan, then the entire proposal will be submitted to separate referenda for approval by the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots.

* * *

Iraq

9 March – A United Nations team has visited southern Iraq to assess conditions there, just the second time since most international staff were withdrawn from the country following the deadly bombing of UN offices last August, the UN refugee agency said today.

Led by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees’ (UNHCR) chief of mission for Iraq, the team visited Basra on Sunday at the request of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Acting Special Representative, Ross Mountain, according to a spokesman for the agency.

The team spent a day in Iraq’s second city after crossing over from Kuwait to assess the security situation and overall conditions on the ground and meet with colleagues and partner agencies, spokesman Ron Redmond told reporters in Geneva. “They reported that Basra appears busier, in part due to the return of many Iraqis to the south,” he said, cautioning that if the flow of people is not regulated, “economic hardship and social unrest will increase.”

Citing Iraqi statistics, Mr. Redmond said more than 122,000 refugees have returned to Iraq’s nine southern governorates since last year, although UNHCR is unable to verify these figures. “Authorities in Iran have spoken about the spontaneous repatriation of more than 70,000 Iraqis who were formerly mainly settled amongst the local population,” he added.

Since last July, more than 9,000 refugees have returned on UNHCR-facilitated convoys, including over 4,800 from Saudi Arabia’s Rafha camp and the balance from camps in western Iran.

A large majority of the returnees have never before lived in Iraq, which puts enormous additional strains on the housing situation, Mr. Redmond noted. “Together with partners we are looking at providing housing for the most needy,” he said.

The spokesman also noted that the 18th convoy carrying Iraqis opting for voluntary repatriation from Saudi Arabia’s Rafha Camp arrived in Basra on Sunday after transiting through Kuwait overnight.

Rafha currently shelters fewer than 500 refugees, down from more than 33,000 who were assisted immediately following the 1991 Persian Gulf War after many were resettled and others opted to return. The returnees are provided with repatriation grants from UNHCR, as well as plastic tarpaulins and other relief items.

* * *

Sudan

9 March – The leaders of Sudan’s Government and a key rebel group have hailed the role of the United Nations in their country during talks with UN envoy Mohamed Sahnoun, who is currently touring East Africa.

Mr. Sahnoun’s travels come as the parties continue working in Naivasha, Kenya, to finalize an accord to end Sudan’s 20-year civil war. His trip is focused on assessing the UN’s potential support for a comprehensive peace agreement.

The envoy, who arrived in Kenya late last month, had “constructive exchanges” with the leaders of the two parties at the talks, First Vice-President of Sudan, Ali Osman Mohamed Taha, and the Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement  (SPLM), John Garang, according to UN officials, who said both leaders welcomed a future UN role in their country.

Mr. Sahnoun also held consultations with the chief Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) mediator, Lt. General Lazaro K. Sumbeiywo.

In Addis Ababa, he held in-depth discussions with the Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union (AU), Alpha Oumar Konaré, on UN-AU cooperation in implementing a comprehensive agreement. He also conferred with Tekeda Alemu, Ethiopia’s State Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Sahnoun, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser for Africa, is scheduled to remain in the region until 18 March for further visits and meetings.

Last October, the Security Council, in a Presidential Statement, requested Mr. Annan “to initiate preparatory work, as soon as possible, in consultation with the parties, the IGAD facilitators and the International Observers, on how the United Nations could best fully support the implementation of a comprehensive peace agreement.”

UN aid agencies have high expectations for peace since the ongoing conflict has been the principal source of acute suffering among the Sudanese people. Except for a brief peace from 1972 to 1983, Sudan has been plagued by civil war since gaining independence in 1956.

An estimated 2 million people have died as a result of the fighting which, coupled with natural disasters, has left Sudan with the largest number of internally displaced people (IDPs) in the world – some 3 to 4 million. Hundreds of thousands of Sudanese have also sought refuge abroad.

* * *

Chad

9 March – Actress Angelina Jolie, a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), has urged individuals and corporations around the world to donate money to help Sudanese refugees in Chad.

Ms. Jolie, a United States national, has personally donated $50,000 to water projects in Chad, where an estimated 110,000 Sudanese refugees have gathered after escaping civil conflict in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region, according to UNHCR.

UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond said today that Ms. Jolie has called on other individuals to help finance the projects, which supply clean water to the arid, desert areas where the refugees have taken temporary shelter.

Mr. Redmond said Ms. Jolie is the first person “to make a major private donation” to UNHCR’s emergency appeal for Chad. The United States Government has provided $5 million of the $7.5 million received so far.

The UNHCR has said it needs more than $20 million this year to help the refugees and internally displaced people in Chad and Darfur.

* * * 

Nepal

9 March – Citing secret detentions, torture, the harassment of civilians and indiscriminate attacks, three United Nations human rights experts said today they were deeply concerned by the “deteriorating situation” in Nepal.

In a joint statement released in Geneva, the rapporteurs urged the Nepalese Government and the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) to sign and implement the Human Rights Accord immediately and respect international human rights laws and norms.

The UN Special Rapporteur on torture, Theo van Boven, the Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Ambeyi Ligabo, and the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on arbitrary detention, Leïla Zerroügui, said the human rights situation in Nepal has worsened since their last public warning in mid-November.

Since then, the three rapporteurs have sent 47 urgent appeals to Kathmandu relating to the alleged detention of about 100 people in unknown locations.

“Many reports refer to an increasing incidence of harassment – including house searches, arrests and detention – of journalists, teachers, lawyers and trade unionists for expressing themselves on the conflict,” the three experts said.

The rapporteurs added they had received “disturbing reports of impunity of the security forces responsible for human rights violations,” which include torture and other forms of ill-treatment of prisoners being held incommunicado.

The three experts also said they were “seriously concerned” about indiscriminate attacks against civilians by both sides in the conflict between the Nepalese Government and the CPN.

* * *

Russian Federation

9 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan is looking forward to working with the Russian Federation’s incoming Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov, the country’s former Permanent Representative to the United Nations who was appointed to the new post today, a UN spokesman said.

Mr. Annan, who has long known Mr. Lavrov, “has great professional respect for his competence as a diplomat,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing in New York.

“Throughout the years they have known each other, the Secretary-General has also learned to appreciate both his wisdom and his wit and considers him a friend,” he added.

Mr. Lavrov, who has been Russia’s ambassador to the UN since 1994, was Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for two years prior to that date and served as Director of the Foreign Ministry’s Department for International Organizations and Global Issues from 1990 to 1992.

Mr. Lavrov began his career in 1972, serving at the Embassy of the Soviet Union in Sri Lanka. From 1976 to 1981 he was with the Department of International Economic Organizations of the Soviet Foreign Ministry.

* * *
UNESCO

9 March – A treaty stipulating that cultural heritage must be protected during war and that individual perpetrators of “crimes against culture” must be held responsible became law today in participating countries, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) said today.

The Second Protocol to the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in Event of Armed Conflict entered into force after Costa Rica became the 20th country to ratify the pact. 
UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said it is now more important than ever to protect cultural property in times of war. “Given its deeply symbolic value, belligerents too often make it a deliberate target for acts of pillaging, destruction and vandalism,” he said.
Under the Second Protocol, an Intergovernmental Committee comprising 12 States Parties will monitor the implementation of the Convention and its two Protocols. The Committee will be able to designate certain cultural properties as being “of the greatest importance for humanity” and give them “enhanced protection.”

The 1954 Convention has 108 States Parties. The First Protocol, adopted the same year, has 87 States Parties. It forbids the export of cultural property from an occupied territory, requires the return of such property to the territory from which it was removed and forbids warring parties to retain cultural property as war reparations.
Besides Costa Rica, the States Parties to the Second Protocol are Argentina, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, Cyprus, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Honduras, Libya, Lithuania, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Qatar, Serbia and Montenegro, and Spain.
* * *

Peacekeeping

9 March – The United Nations has stepped up its campaign to meet the growing demand for French-speaking peacekeepers, with missions in Côte d’Ivoire, Haiti and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) either proposed or expanding.

Last week in Accra, Ghana, the UN conducted a training course for 30 policy-makers and officials from 14 nations across Africa as part of a scheme to enhance the continent’s involvement in peacekeeping missions and to recruit more Francophone staff.

Demand for French speakers is currently much greater than supply, Ajay Bhatnagar, a training and development officer with the UN’s Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), told the UN News Service.

The Security Council has just approved a UN peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire, while the existing mission in the DRC – known by the acronym MONUC – is being expanded, and a new mission is expected to be set up in troubled Haiti.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said yesterday that three-quarters of the participants in the course – held at the recently opened Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre – were bilingual or Francophone.

* * *

WHO

9 March – With only 2 per cent of mental health studies in leading medical journals coming from the developing world, the United Nations health agency today announced a joint project with major journal editors to fill the shortfall through training and mentoring programmes for researchers from poorer nations.

“There is very limited research written from and about low- and middle-income countries and we need to change this trend,” the World Health Organization (WHO) Director of Mental Health and Substance Abuse, Benedetto Saraceno, said. “Scientific journals can play a fundamental role in encouraging the production and dissemination of research findings. Mental health research in these countries is needed to better inform governments in planning the various aspects of care.”

The Geneva-based WHO and 42 editors representing journals such as the British Journal of Psychiatry, Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, British Medical Journal and The Lancet, have drawn up a catalogue of ideas to guide follow-up actions to support the publication of mental health research from developing countries.

Suggestions included improving submissions by researchers from developing countries to make their papers suitable for publication, as well as training in research methodology and scientific writing through mentoring, personal encouragement, training courses and collaboration.

Increased access to mental health research publications would, by itself, help in capacity-building. Online access can serve as a cost-effective technology, since little additional expenditure is required to provide access to new users apart from the initial costs of posting material on a web site.

“Journals have an important role to play in developing the research capacity of low- and middle-income countries, especially in a neglected area like mental health,” Kamran Abbasi, Deputy Editor of the British Medical Journal, said. “There is also much that scientists and doctors from richer countries can learn from their counterparts in poorer countries - this is far from being a one-way process.”

* * *

The Interpreter

9 March – Filming has begun on The Interpreter, the first movie to be shot inside the United Nations Headquarters in New York, after the UN gave formal permission to the movie’s producers on Friday.

The thriller, which stars Sean Penn and Nicole Kidman, is not intended to be a propaganda device for the UN, director Sydney Pollack and UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor said today at a joint press conference.

Mr. Tharoor said the UN granted approval to The Interpreter only after senior officials studied the script and held “extensive discussions” with Mr. Pollack.

He said they also signed off partly because of “our own great regard for Mr. Pollack as an artist and given his track record and experience as a film maker.”

Mr. Pollack, who has also worked as a producer and actor, has directed many films, including The Way We Were (1973), Absence of Malice (1981), Tootsie (1982), Out of Africa (1985) and The Firm (1993). He won two Oscars for Out of Africa: best director and best picture.

Mr. Tharoor said UN officials believe The Interpreter is “going to bring a lot of people into the movie theatres…who would not otherwise have paid much attention to this Organization.”

The Director said he was attracted to the visual setting offered by the world body. “People haven’t seen what’s inside,” Mr. Pollack said. “You have tons and tons of visitors but most of the people in the United States don’t know what the UN looks like and don’t understand how the UN works and don’t know what its day-to-day business is.”

The first scenes at UN Headquarters were shot last weekend. Mr. Tharoor said filming would only take place on weekends, public holidays or nights so as not to disturb the regular work of the UN. The set is closed to tourists and UN staff.

Mr. Pollack predicted that shooting on the film, estimated to cost $80 million, would take 14 weeks. He also voiced hope that it would be released late November.

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Haiti update
First up today, developments in Haiti.  An advance person left for Haiti today to prepare for the arrival of the first wave of the multi-disciplinary assessment team which will leave tomorrow.

Some 16 political, military, police and logistics experts, as well as one information person, will go in to begin planning the UN follow-on mission called for by the Security Council.  

A second wave, made up primarily of representatives of UN agencies, funds, and programmes, could go in over the weekend, depending on the local security situation.

On the humanitarian front, the UN launched today a Flash Appeal for $35 million to meet Haiti’s emergency needs.

And we have more in a release upstairs, and you’ll also be able to hear directly from Jan Egeland, the UN emergency relief coordinator, who is my guest at today’s briefing and who will be coming up here shortly.

**SG in Canada
The Secretary-General just wrapped up a meeting with Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin and members of his Cabinet, and he and Martin then expect to make a joint press appearance, after which they will have a working lunch together.  Their discussions this morning focused mainly on Haiti and they expect to touch on many other items during their luncheon discussions.

The Secretary-General also had a brief one-on-one meeting with the Prime Minister this morning, after which he addressed the Canadian Parliament, saying that Canada has been a pillar of support for the United Nations over the years.  He noted Canada’s leadership in promoting new ideas on strengthening peaceful global governance, including its focus on the rights and dignity of the individual.

He noted, in that context, the approaching 10-year anniversary of the genocide and Rwanda, and said that, in order to avoid similar atrocities in the future, he has proposed the establishment of a Special Rapporteur or Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide.

He also made a special plea for long-term commitment to help the people of Haiti.  He warned that the “half-hearted efforts of the past have been insufficient” and added, “We cannot afford to fail this time”.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

The Secretary-General arrived in Ottawa yesterday, and said in his welcoming remarks that Canada was a truly diverse and multilingual society, which forms a kind of United Nations all its own.

The Secretary-General began his day this morning by laying a wreath at Canada’s memorial to fallen UN peacekeepers.

**Cyprus
The UN Mission in Cyprus announced yesterday evening that, to facilitate preparations for the conduct of referenda on each side, Special Adviser on Cyprus Alvaro de Soto yesterday informed the two leaders that the date for a referendum has been set as 20 April.  So, that’s simultaneous referenda to be held on 20 April.

**Sudan
We reported last week that the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa Mohamed Sahnoun traveled to Kenya to follow up on the Sudanese peace negotiations.

Since his arrival in the region on 29 February, he has visited Kenya and Ethiopia.  While in Kenya, he had constructive exchanges with the leaders of the two parties at the talks, First Vice-President of Sudan, Ali Osman Mohamed Taha, and Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), John Garang.  Both leaders welcomed a future UN role in the Sudan.  

In Addis Ababa, Mr. Sahnoun held in-depth discussions with the Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union, Alpha Oumar Konaré.  The discussion focused on steps that would enhance the ongoing peace process and on matters of cooperation between the United Nations and the African Union in support of the implementation of a comprehensive peace agreement.  

Mr. Sahnoun is scheduled to remain in the region until 18 March for further visits and meetings.

**Sudan -- Darfur
Meanwhile, UN Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie announced she was donating $50,000 for water projects and urged individuals and corporations to donate funds to the UN refugee agency's effort to help an estimated 110,000 refugees who have fled Sudan's strife-torn Darfur region for neighbouring Chad.

Angelina Jolie is the first individual to make a major private donation to UNHCR's Chad emergency, the agency says.

**Security Council
The Security Council has neither meetings nor consultations scheduled for today.

**Iraq
On Iraq, a joint UN assessment team, led by the UN Refugee Agency’s chief of mission for Iraq, visited the southern Iraqi city of Basra on Sunday, at the request of the Secretary-General’s Acting Special Representative, RossMountain.  We have additional details in today’s briefing notes from UNHCR.

**Nepal
Three independent experts for the UN Commission on Human Rights today reiterated their profound concern over the deteriorating human rights situation in Nepal.

The rapporteurs dealing with torture, freedom of expression and opinion and arbitrary detention noted that 47 urgent appeals, relating to approximately 100 people, have been sent out since last November, most of them concerning detentions in unknown locations.  The experts were also seriously concerned about reports of increasing indiscriminate attacks against civilians by both the Government and the Communist Party of Nepal.  We have a press release with more details upstairs.

**UNESCO/Cultural heritage
And finally, efforts to protect the world’s cultural heritage in times of war have been reinforced with the entry into force today of the Second Protocol to the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in Event of Armed Conflict. 

The Protocol reaffirms the “immunity” of cultural property in times of war or occupation, and establishes the “individual criminal responsibility” of perpetrators of crimes against culture.  It also insists on the need to take preparatory measures in peacetime to protect such property in times of war.  The Protocol entered into force after Costa Rica became the 20th country to ratify or accede to it.  And we have more in a press release upstairs.

Any questions?  Yes, Vadim?
Questions and Answers
Question:  Would you have any response to the appointment of Sergei Lavrov as Russian Foreign Minister, Fred?
Spokesman:  Yes, I do.  We spoke to the Secretary-General this morning about this news, which broke just this morning.  As you know, he has known Ambassador Lavrov for years and has great professional respect for his competence as a diplomat.  Throughout the years they have known each other, the Secretary-General has also learnt to appreciate both his wisdom and his wit and considers him a friend.  The Secretary-General looks forward to working with him in his new post as Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation.  Yes?

Question:  On Haiti, I am sorry I may have missed the first sentence.  You said one person left today and the rest of the team is leaving tomorrow.  Who left today and what will be the composition of the team? 

Spokesman:  Well, first the roughly 16 people that I said are expected to leave tomorrow are the first wave of what we think will be three waves.  So, today was just a person to assess security and prepare for this team of 16 that is leaving tomorrow.  The second wave, which we expect will be made up of representatives of UN agencies, funds and programmes, will probably go in over the weekend.  But we’re watching the security situation day by day.  And then the third wave most likely early next week.  And the Special Envoy, Monsieur Dumas, will most likely go in early next week and join this team.  But as I explained yesterday, Mr. Dumas’ role is primarily political.  This team is made up of really all the facets of all the UN’s possible work in a follow on mission to Haiti that they are in the process of planning. 

Question:  I know making comparisons are always dangerous, but you’re still going to put people on the ground regularly in Iraq.  How do you see the security situation in Haiti, by comparison?

Spokesman:  The security situation has been assessed to be safe enough for this first wave to go in; and as I said we will be assessing it on a regular basis as we prepare to send in successive waves.  Philippe? 

Question:  There is a story today in Le Monde about Rwanda.  The story is alleging that the UN has been obstructing the inquiry into the downing of the plane of the President of Rwanda in ’94.  So, I wanted to know if you have any comment on that story, if you are aware of it?  And also, they say in the story that the cockpit voice recorder of the plane was found and was sent to the UN in New York here.  Do you know if that’s true or not?

Spokesman:  I’ve got it right under the table here!  No, we’ve not obstructed this inquiry.  It’s ridiculous to say we’ve got the black box of the plane hidden in Headquarters or anywhere else here.  So, that’s my initial response.  I’ll get an official response for you after this briefing, but I would give no credence to this report.  Yes, Jim?

Question:  Back on Haiti.  You were just referring to three waves, are all three waves security assessment teams?

Spokesman:  What we’re looking at is a complex peacekeeping mission that potentially could include everything from military to police, to political officers, to human rights officers, to election officers, etc, as well as the big humanitarian job being done there.  So, I think you got a sense from my description of the first wave going in:  it’s military, police, logistics and one information person; second wave will be agencies, funds and programmes; and I don’t have the composition of the third.  But the idea is that we’re looking at the possibility of a long-term, multi-faceted peacekeeping operation in Haiti.

Question:  Then Dumas goes in with the third wave?

Spokesman:  Not necessarily with the third wave.  I mean, he indicated to us he would be likely to return on Monday or certainly early next week.  So, he wants to overlap with this mission, but his role is separate from it.  Yes?

Question:  What kind of deadlines are they working under?  I presume it’s been pretty tight time?

Spokesman:  The Security Council gave us maximum 90 days from the time they adopted the resolution, a week back from last Sunday.

Question:  They haven’t been given any interim timeline, deadlines?

Spokesman:  No.  Jan, come up and take the podium.

Jan Egeland:  Thank you very much, Fred.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK "athens" ��Athens Environmental Foundation Partners with the ATHENS 2004� 


� HYPERLINK "Athens" ��Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games in a Coastal Underwater Clean-Up Operation�


� HYPERLINK "Global" ��The Hindu  - Global anti-toxic chemicals treaty sans India�


� HYPERLINK "food" ��New Straits Times (Malaysia) - Is GM food safe to eat?�


� HYPERLINK "Football" ��The East African - Football Academies: Are They the Region's Saviour?��
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