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Arctic thaw threatens people, polar bears

November 08, 2004, 13:15

Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw, that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said today. The biggest survey to date of the Arctic climate, by 250 scientists, said the accelerating melt could be a foretaste of wider disruptions from a build-up of human emissions of heat-trapping gases in the earth's atmosphere.

The "Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected," according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), funded by the United States, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland. Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 4-7 celsius by 2100, roughly twice the global average projected by UN reports. Siberia and Alaska have already warmed by 2-3 celsius since the 1950s.

The ice has already shrunk 15-20%

Possible benefits like more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and the habitats of animals and plants. Sea ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century. The extent of the ice has already shrunk by 15-20% in the past 30 years.

"Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover," the report said. On land, creatures like lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north into a narrower range.

Fossil fuels blamed

The report mainly blames the melt on gases from fossil fuels burnt in cars, factories and power plants. The Arctic warms faster than the global average because dark ground and water, once exposed, traps more heat than reflective snow and ice.

Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN environment programme, said the Arctic changes were an early warning. "What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications," he said. And the melting of glaciers is expected to raise world sea levels by about 10 cm by the end of the century.

The arctic problem presents serious challenges

Many of the four million people in the Arctic are already suffering. Buildings from Russia to Canada have collapsed because of subsidence linked to thawing permafrost that also destabilises oil pipelines, roads and airports. Indigenous hunters are falling through thinning ice and say that prey from seals to whales is harder to find. Rising levels of ultra-violet radiation may cause cancers.

Changes under way in the Arctic "present serious challenges to human health and food security, and possibly even (to) the survival of some cultures," the report says. Farming could benefit in some areas, while more productive forests are moving north on to former tundra. "There are not just negative consequences, there will be new opportunities too," said Paal Prestrud, the vice-chair of ACIA.

Scientists will meet in Iceland this week to discuss the report. Foreign ministers from Arctic nations are due to meet in Iceland on November 24 but diplomats say they are deeply split with Washington least willing to make drastic action. President George Bush pulled the United States, the world's top polluter, out of the 126-nation Kyoto protocol in 2001, arguing its curbs on greenhouse gas emissions were too costly and unfairly excluded developing nations. - Reuters

RELATED STORIES

Arctic meltdown accelerates (November 02, 2004, 23:00)
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Science Today

Studies: Arctic Thaw Threatens Livelihoods

According to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, the "Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected." The accelerating polar icecap melt could be a precurser of wider disruptions from the buildup of human emissions of heat-trapping gases in the earth's atmosphere, says the ACIA. 

Interested in technology and innovation news? Add this site to your "Favorites" to find your way back easily next time. 
Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said yesterday. 

And a separate report suggested that North American wildlife species ranging from butterflies to red fox were scrambling to adapt to rising temperatures and might not survive. 

According to the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, North American species like the Edith's Checkerspot butterfly, red fox and Mexican jay were moving to colder northern climates that suit their habits. 

With global temperatures expected to rise another 2.5 degrees to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit (about 1 degree to about 5 degrees Celsius) by 2100, "future global warming is likely to exceed the ability of many species to migrate or adjust," said the Pew Center, citing the evidence of 40 scientific studies. 

The Edith's Checkerspot butterfly has disappeared from many southern, low-elevation areas like Mexico, fleeing to colder Canadian climes. The red fox has also moved northward to clash with Arctic fox populations, in a trend spotted in many other birds, mammals, invertebrates and plants, said Pew. 

The largest Arctic survey to date, carried out by 250 scientists, said the accelerating polar icecap melt could be a foretaste of wider disruptions from a build-up of human emissions of heat- trapping gases in the earth's atmosphere. 

The "Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected," according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), funded by the United States, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland. 

Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 4-7 degrees by 2100, roughly twice the global average projected by UN reports. Siberia and Alaska have already warmed by 2- 3 degrees since the 1950s. 

Possible benefits such as more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and the habitats of animals and plants. 

Sea ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century. The extent of the ice has already shrunk by 15-20 per cent in the past 30 years. 

"Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover," the report said. On land, creatures such as lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north into a narrower range. 

The report mainly blames the melt on gases from fossil fuels burnt in cars, factories and power plants. The Arctic warms faster than the global average because dark ground and water, once exposed, traps more heat than reflective snow and ice. 

Mr. Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, said the Arctic changes were an early warning. 

"What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications," he said. The melting of glaciers is expected to raise world sea levels by about 10 cm (4 inches) by the end of the century. 

Many of the four million people in the Arctic are already suffering. Buildings from Russia to Canada have collapsed because of subsidence linked to thawing permafrost that also destabilizes oil pipelines, roads and airports. 


© 2004 Irish Times 
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Newsday

Arctic heating up fast
Report says rate is twice as accelerated as for the rest of the planet, could wipe out polar bears by 2100
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November 9, 2004

Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said yesterday.

The biggest survey to date of the Arctic climate, by 250 scientists, said the accelerating melt could be a foretaste of wider disruptions from a build-up in the atmosphere of human emissions of heat-trapping gases.


The "Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected," according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, funded by the United States, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland.

Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 7 to 13 degrees by 2100, roughly twice the global average projected by UN reports.

Possible benefits such as more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and animal and plant habitats, the report said. Ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century.

The annual average amount of sea ice in the Arctic has decreased about 8 percent in the past 30 years, resulting in the loss of 386,100 square miles of sea ice - an area bigger than Texas and Arizona combined.

"Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover," the report said. On land, creatures like lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north.

The melting of glaciers is expected to raise world sea levels by about 4 inches by the end of the century. The report blames the melt mainly on gases from fossil fuels burned in cars, factories and power plants.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, said the Arctic changes are an early warning. "What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have world- wide implications," he said.

Many of the 4 million people in the Arctic are already suffering. Buildings from Russia to Canada have collapsed because of thawing permafrost that also destabilizes oil pipelines, roads and airports.

Indigenous hunters are falling through thinning ice and say that preyis harder to find. Rising levels of ultra-violet radiation may cause cancers.

Changes under way in the Arctic "present serious challenges to human health and food security, and possibly even the survival of some cultures," the report says.

Farming could benefit in some areas, while more productive forests are moving north on to former tundra. "There are not just negative consequences, there will be new opportunities too," said Paal Prestrud, vice chair of the study.

Scientists will meet in Iceland this week to discuss the report. Foreign ministers from Arctic nations are due to meet in Iceland Nov. 24 but diplomats say they are deeply split, with Washington least willing to make drastic action.

President George W. Bush pulled the United States out of the Kyoto protocol in 2001, arguing its curbs on emissions were too costly and unfairly excluded developing nations.

Pointing to the report as a signal that global warming is real, Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.), and Joe Lieberman (D-Conn.), said the "dire consequences" of warming in the Arctic underscore the need for their proposal to require U.S. cuts in emissions of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping greenhouse gases. 

______________________________________________________________________
The Telegraph
Scalding news from Arctic

- Temperature rises twice as quickly as rest of earth 

	

	A man holds a piece of crystal clear ice in the Ilulissat fjord, Greenland, 250 km north of the Arctic Circle. (AFP)


Oslo, Nov. 8 (Reuters): Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said today.

The biggest survey to date of the Arctic climate, by 250 scientists, said the accelerating melt could be a foretaste of wider disruptions from a build-up of human emissions of heat-trapping gases in the earth’s atmosphere.

The “Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected”, according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, funded by the US, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland.

Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 4-7 Celsius (7-13 Fahrenheit) by 2100, roughly twice the global average projected by UN reports. Siberia and Alaska have already warmed by 2-3 C since the 1950s.

Possible benefits like more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and the habitats of animals and plants.

Sea ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century. The extent of the ice has already shrunk by 15-20 per cent in the past 30 years.

“Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover,” the report said. On land, creatures like lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north into a narrower range.

The report mainly blames the melt on gases from fossil fuels burnt in cars, factories and power plants. The Arctic warms faster than the global average because dark ground and water, once exposed, traps more heat than reflective snow and ice.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, said the Arctic changes were an early warning. “What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications,” he said.

The melting of glaciers is expected to raise world sea levels by about 10 cm (4 inches) by the end of the century.

Many of the four million people in the Arctic are already suffering. Buildings from Russia to Canada have collapsed because of subsidence linked to thawing permafrost that also destabilises oil pipelines, roads and airports.

Indigenous hunters are falling through thinning ice and say that prey from seals to whales is harder to find. Rising levels of ultra-violet radiation may cause cancers.

Changes under way in the Arctic “present serious challenges to human health and food security, and possibly even (to) the survival of some cultures,” the report says.

Farming could benefit in some areas, while more productive forests are moving north on to former tundra. “There are not just negative consequences, there will be new opportunities too,” said Paal Prestrud, of the assessment team.

Scientists will meet in Iceland this week to discuss the report. Foreign ministers from Arctic nations are due to meet in Iceland on November 24 but diplomats say they are deeply split with Washington least willing to take drastic action.

President George W. Bush pulled the US, the world’s top polluter, out of the 126-nation Kyoto protocol in 2001, arguing its curbs on greenhouse gas emissions were too costly and unfairly excluded developing nations.

“Kyoto is only a first step,” said Norwegian environment minister Knut Hareide, a strong backer of Kyoto. “The clear message from this report is that Kyoto is not enough. We must reduce emissions much more in coming decades.”

__________________________________________________________________________

The Age

Big thaw threatens Arctic
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Facing an uncertain future.
Photo: AP
Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said on Monday.

The biggest survey so far of the Arctic climate, by 250 scientists, said the accelerating meltdown could precede wider disruptions from a build-up of heat-trapping gases in the Earth's atmosphere.

"Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected," according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, funded by the US, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland.

Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 4 to 7 degrees by 2100, twice the global average projected by UN reports. Siberia and Alaska have already warmed by 2 to 3 degrees since the 1950s.

Possible benefits - more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes - would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and the habitats of animals and plants.

Sea ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century. The extent of the ice has already shrunk by 15 to 20 per cent in the past 30 years.

"Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover," the report said. On land, creatures such as lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north into a narrower range.

The report mainly blames the thaw on gases from fossil fuels.

The Arctic warms faster than the global average because dark ground and water, once exposed, trap more heat than reflective snow and ice.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, said the Arctic changes were an early warning. "What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications," he said. And melting glaciers are expected to raise sea levels by about 10 centimetres by the end of the century.

Many of the 4 million people in the Arctic are already suffering. Buildings from Russia to Canada have collapsed because of subsidence linked to thawing permafrost, which also destabilises oil pipelines, roads and airports. Indigenous hunters are falling through thinning ice and say that prey, from seals to whales, is harder to find. Rising levels of ultra-violet radiation may cause cancers.

Changes in the Arctic "present serious challenges to human health and food security, and possibly even to the survival of some cultures", the report says.

Farming could benefit in some areas, while more productive forests are moving north on to former tundra.

Scientists will meet in Iceland this week to discuss the report. Foreign ministers from Arctic nations will meet in Iceland on November 24 but diplomats say they are deeply split - with Washington least willing to take drastic action.

President George Bush pulled the US out of the Kyoto protocol in 2001, saying curbs on emissions were too costly, and unfairly excluded developing nations. The White House would not comment on Monday's findings but will await the full report next year.

Norwegian Environment Minister Knut Hareide, a strong backer of Kyoto, said the protocol was only a first step.

- Reuters

__________________________________________________________________________

The Toronto Sun

November 9, 2004 

Headline: Arctic Warming At Alarming Rate;Scientists Fear For Polar Bears


BODY:
GLOBAL WARMING is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, according to an eight-nation study released in Oslo yesterday.

The biggest survey to date of the Arctic climate, by 250 scientists, said the accelerating melt could be a foretaste of wider disruptions from a build-up of human emissions of heat-trapping gases in the earth's atmosphere.

The "Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected," according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), funded by the United States, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland. 

Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 4C to 7C by 2100, roughly twice the global average projected by UN reports. Siberia and Alaska have already warmed by 2C to 3C since the 1950s.

NORTH POLE THAW

Possible benefits like more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and the habitats of animals and plants.

Sea ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century. The extent of the ice has already shrunk by 15%-20% in the past 30 years.

"Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover," the report said. On land, creatures like lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north into a narrower range.

The report mainly blames the melt on gases from fossil fuels burnt in cars, factories and power plants.

"What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications," Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, said.

For one thing, melting of glaciers is expected to raise world sea levels by about 10 cm by 2100.
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Philadelphia Inquirer

November 9, 2004 

HEADLINE: Study warns of Arctic warming;The region is heating faster than thought, which may stir wide changes. One worry: Polar bears.

BYLINE: By Alister Doyle; Reuters

DATELINE: OSLO, Norway

BODY:
Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said yesterday.

The biggest survey to date of the Arctic climate by 250 scientists said the accelerating melt could be a foretaste of wider disruptions from a buildup of human emissions of heat-trapping gases in the Earth's atmosphere.

The "Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected," according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), funded by the United States, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland.

The Pew Center on Global Climate Change also released a report yesterday. It said North American wildlife species ranging from butterflies to red fox were moving their habitats to adapt to Earth's rising temperatures and might not survive. 

The Edith's Checkerspot butterfly has disappeared from many southern, low-elevation areas such as Mexico, fleeing to colder Canadian climes, the Pew report said.

The red fox has moved northward, clashing with Arctic fox populations, in a trend spotted in many other birds, mammals, invertebrates and plants, according to the Pew Study.

Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 4 to 7 degrees Celsius (7 to 13 degrees Fahrenheit) by 2100, roughly twice the global average projected by U.N. reports. Siberia and Alaska have already warmed by 2 to 3 degrees Celsius since the 1950s.

Possible benefits such as more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and the habitats of animals and plants.

Sea ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century. The extent of the ice has already shrunk by 15 percent to 20 percent in the last 30 years.

"Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover," the report said. On land, creatures such as lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north into a narrower range.

The report mainly blames the melt on gases from fossil fuels burned in cars, factories and power plants. The Arctic warms faster than the global average because dark ground and water, once exposed, trap more heat than reflective snow and ice.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Programme, said the Arctic changes were an early warning. "Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications," he said.

The melting of glaciers is expected to raise world sea levels by about four inches by the end of the century.

Many of the four million people in the Arctic are already suffering. Buildings from Russia to Canada have collapsed because of thawing permafrost that also destabilizes oil pipelines, roads and airports.

Indigenous hunters are falling through thinning ice and say that prey from seals to whales is more difficult to find. Rising levels of ultraviolet radiation may cause cancers.

Farming could benefit in some areas, and more productive forests are moving northward onto former tundra. "There are not just negative consequences," said Paal Prestrud, vice chair of ACIA. "There will be new opportunities too."

Foreign ministers from Arctic nations are due to meet in Iceland on Nov. 24, but diplomats say they are deeply split with Washington officials, who are least willing to make drastic action.

President Bush pulled the United States out of the Kyoto protocol in 2001, arguing its curbs on emissions were too costly and unfairly excluded developing nations.

The White House said it would not comment on yesterday's report but would await the full report next year.
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UN News Service (New York)

Uranium Mine in DR of Congo Must Stay Closed, UN Team Concludes
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A United Nations team has found that a uranium mine in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) that collapsed in July, killing eight people, is at high risk of caving in again and must remain closed.

The interagency team, led by the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), visited the Shinkolobwe uranium mine in the southwestern province of Katanga between 25 October and 4 November, and is preparing technical recommendations.

	


The mine had been exploited for uranium but closed before the country gained independence in the 1960s by sealing the main shafts with concrete. In the late 1990s, artisanal mining for cobalt was allowed, leading to uncontrolleda nd dangerous mining activities. No evidence of uranium mining was found.

	


Around 15,000 people were dependent on the mining activities and living in the nearby village of Shinkolobwe. However, during the UN team's visit, no artisanal miners were active on-site. Following the evacuation of the mining site in early August, the adjacent village had been destroyed. Artisanal miners and their dependants had reportedly dispersed to other artisanal mining sites and some returned to neighbouring towns.

"No immediate risks to the environment were observed," said Alain Pasche of the UN assessment team, "though we have taken samples of water, soil and sediments, which will be further analysed in Switzerland for heavy metal concentration."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Congo Mine, Source of Atom Bombs, Stays Shut -UN

Tue Nov 9, 2004 08:27 PM ET 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - A mine in the Democratic Republic of Congo that provided uranium for the U.S. atomic bombs dropped on Japan in 1945 -- the first nuclear weapons used in warfare -- is too dangerous to reopen, the United Nations said on Tuesday. 

The Shinkolobwe mine, which partially collapsed in July, killing eight people, is likely to further collapse and puts miners at risk of chronic exposure to radiation, U.N. investigators said. 

Some 14,000 miners, mainly youths under 18 living in the adjacent village of Shinkolobwe, once earned their living in the mine located in mineral-rich Katanga province in southwestern Congo. 

But the village was destroyed in early August following the collapse, and the U.N. team said it saw no miners at the site during an Oct. 25-Nov. 4 visit. 

"The situation in Shinkolobwe could be described as anarchistic -- there is no respect for mining safety regulations," Bernard Lamouille, a member of the U.N. assessment team, said in a statement. 

Experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency, the U.N. Environment Program and the U.N peacekeeping mission in Congo were among those conducting the investigation, which was requested by the government in Kinshasa. 

The team will now prepare recommendations for the government on short-term and longer-term steps regarding the mine, the statement said. 
______________________________________________________________________________________
New Delhi
UNEP says climate change posing serious challenges.
 | November 09, 2004 6:05:26 PM IST
 
The Executive Director of UNEP, Michel Jarraud, said on Tuesday that constant climate change was posing serious global challenges.
Speaking at the inauguration of the plenary session of an international conference, Michel Jarraud said climate change was threatening the eco-system.
"Today, climate change still poses a serious challenge to policy makers but concerns have shifted from recognition of tropical climate change. Indeed, policy makers are now requesting much more information on the implications of climate change. Actual climate change limits to adaptation and threaten the eco-system," he said. 
Countries worldwide are engrossed in the controversy leading to reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, a main contributor for global warming.
The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment report says the Arctic will lose 50-60 per cent of its ice distribution by 2100. In fact, one model predicts that the North Pole in summer will be completely ice-free by 2070. 
Projections made by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change estimates that if global greenhouse gas emissions double their pre-industrial levels, melting ice will raise sea levels between 10 and 90 cm in this century. 
The planet's temperature has risen by 0.6 degrees centigrade over the past 100 years. In the last 25 years, the rate of increase in temperature has become greater than it was in the last century. 
Rising sea-levels will flood low-lying countries like Bangladesh and the Maldives and threaten flood plains of rivers like the Nile, Mekong, Yangtze and the Indus. 
Mass migration could turn out to be a major problem. Climate refugees could spill over to countries like India and Australia, leading to grave psychological, political and financial problems. 
The United States, which is arguably the world's biggest air polluter, reiterated recently that it would not ratify the Kyoto protocol as it would hurt its economy.
The 1997 U.N. Kyoto Protocol on global warming aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the developed world by 2012 to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels. Many scientists say greenhouse gases might cause disastrous global warning.
Recent climate disasters around the world-from droughts in India and the United States to floods in Europe-have served as graphic harbingers of some of the expected consequences of global warming. (ANI)
IPS

Electronic Garbage Poses Increasing Dangers

Daniela Estrada* 

SANTIAGO, Nov 9 (Tierramérica) - Computers and mobile telephones that have become obsolete are forming a mountain of electronic waste in Chile. But few people seem to realise the magnitude of the environmental and health problems they pose. 

Heavy metals -- like cadmium, lead and mercury -- are found in electronic components, and they are a danger to the environment and human health, say activists. 

The quantity of obsolete equipment accumulating in Chile is cause for concern: more than five million used cellular phones, more than 1.5 million computers and thousands of other items, such as televisions, video recorders, calculators, printers and photocopiers. 

''The situation is serious, given that this country has not even resolved the problem of managing normal household waste. Instead of sanitary landfills, there continue to be unregulated dumps and there is almost no recycling,'' Sara Larraín, director of the non-governmental group Sustainable Chile, told Tierramérica. 

It was not until June of this year that Congress approved the Hazardous Waste Management Act, which is a step forward in waste treatment, but does not go far enough because it lacks the necessary oversight mechanisms, she said. 

Back in 1990, just 10,000 Chileans had mobile phones, but by March 2004 there were 7.9 million such phones in this country of 15.8 million people. According to the estimates of the government telecommunications office, Subtel, by the end of this year there will be nine million mobile phones in Chilean hands. 

A similar phenomenon surrounds personal computers. In 1994, just over 100,000 computers were sold in Chile, but the record was set in 2000 when nearly 420,000 computers were sold. In 2003, Chileans purchased 407,742 computers. 

These new items become ''old'' in no time. A mobile phone has an average life of 18 months. A computer manufactured in 2004 will likely be considered obsolete in three years. 

A big portion of this new type of garbage -- also known as ''e-waste'' -- is supposed to end up in a collection centre in the western Santiago district of Carrascal. There, equipment is dismantled and useful parts are resold, but the rest of the waste continues to accumulate. 

The problem of e-waste is not, of course, a problem exclusive to Chile. At the first-ever E-Waste Seminar, held last month in Santiago, it was stressed that just 11 percent of the electronic waste produced worldwide is recycled. 

Recycling includes dismantling to recover useful parts and re-using metals and other materials. The recyclable materials are often melted down to manufacture new electronic items. 

The only Chilean company dedicated to the recovery of electronic waste is Recycla, which says only clean technologies are used in the process. 

The two-year-old firm has a plant in the Pudahuel district of the capital. It is set up to handle computers and mobile phones in an effort to recover aluminium, copper, bronze, stainless steel and lead -- metals that are then sold to industry. 

Recycla holds contracts with many big Chilean companies and has also established a strategic alliance with Hidronor, the only local firm dedicated to managing dangerous waste. Recycla sends cell phone batteries and computer monitors to Hidronor. 

Recycla is conducting an awareness campaign among the companies and health authorities. The company's environment manager, Mauricio Núñez, told Tierramérica it has been difficult to raise awareness in the business world about the seriousness of the problem. 

''We know it's a slow process, but we are sure that as long as more companies are certified under the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) 14.000 Standard, which obligates businesses to manage the waste they produce, things are going to change.'' 

Both Recycla and Sustainable Chile work under the assumption that the citizenry has little knowledge of the importance of recycling electronic products. 

In Larraín's opinion, as long as there is no national policy to guide product certification and other manufacturer obligations, Chilean consumers will fail to grasp the issue's importance. 

''If the products bear a label indicating that the product was made under strict environmental standards, as is done in Europe, people would have a new element for making their purchasing choice, not just price and quality,'' stressed the environmental activist. 

(* Daniela Estrada is an IPS contributor. Originally published Nov. 6 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 

(END/2004) 

•
Tierramérica

•
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Kenya's wildlife head suspended

The KWS runs the country's famous national parks

Kenya's wildlife head has been suspended amid allegations that he recruited trainee rangers recommended by politicians, officials say.

Kenya Wildlife Service director Evans Mukolwe is presently being investigated by corruption officials.

Kenya's Anti-Corruption Commission says investigations show 520 of nearly 1,000 trainee rangers were employed on the recommendations of politicians.

The government is waging a high-profile campaign against corruption.

"There is a talk of bribery and favourism in the whole exercise," an unnamed KACC official told AFP news agency.

President Mwai Kibaki was elected in 2001 promising to fight corruption.

Kenya was found to be slightly less corrupt than last year in a recent survey by Transparency International.
__________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Uranium Mine In Dr Of Congo Must Stay Closed, UN Team Concludes
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Wednesday, 10 November 2004 -  A United Nations team has found that a uranium mine in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) that collapsed in July, killing eight people, is at high risk of caving in again and must remain closed. The interagency team, led by the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), visited the Shinkolobwe uranium mine in the southwestern province of Katanga between 25 October and 4 November, and is preparing technical recommendations.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0411/S00109.htm 

Big thaw threatens Arctic
The Age (subscription), Australia, By Alister Doyle, Oslo, November 10, 2004 - Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said on Monday.
… Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, said the Arctic changes were an early warning. "What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications," he said. And melting glaciers are expected to raise sea levels by about 10 centimetres by the end of the century.
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Big-thaw-threatens-Arctic/2004/11/09/1099781395799.html?oneclick=true 

Raja calls for stabilisation of greenhouse gas [India News]
Webindia123.com, India, New Delhi, Nov 9 Union Environment and Forest Minister A Raja has called for stabilisation of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmospehre at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.
"Such a level should be achieved within a time frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner," he said, while inaugurating the 22nd Session of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
Present on the occasion were Dr R K Pachauri, Chairman IPCC, Mr Michael Jarraud, Secretary General, WMO, Mr Klaus Topfer, Executive Director, UNEP, Dr Prodipto Ghosh, Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests and delegates from all over the world.
http://www.webindia123.com/news/m_details.asp?newscode=80504&catcode=ENG3&subcatcode= 

Raja calls for stabilisation of greenhouse gas
Deepika, India, 9 November 2003 - http://www.deepikaglobal.com/ENG3_sub.asp?newscode=80504&catcode=ENG3&subcatcode= 

UNEP says climate change posing serious challenges.
Webindia123.com, India, New Delhi | November 09, 2004 - The Executive Director of UNEP, Michel Jarraud, said on Tuesday that constant climate change was posing serious global challenges. 
Speaking at the inauguration of the plenary session of an international conference, Michel Jarraud said climate change was threatening the eco-system.
"Today, climate change still poses a serious challenge to policy makers but concerns have shifted from recognition of tropical climate change. Indeed, policy makers are now requesting much more information on the implications of climate change. Actual climate change limits to adaptation and threaten the eco-system," he said. 
http://www.webindia123.com/news/showdetails.asp?id=52099&cat=India 

General Environment News


Report Heightens Pollution Dispute at Indonesian Bay
New York Times, NY, By JANE PERLEZ, [image: image21.png]


Published: November 9, 2004 - JAKARTA, Indonesia, Nov. 8 - A government panel presented a bitterly fought-over report on Monday showing that sediment

in the equatorial bay where the world's biggest gold producer, Newmont Mining Corporation, deposited mine waste is polluted with significant levels of arsenic and mercury. But the panel found the water quality met Indonesian standards. 

The report, written by more than a dozen technical specialists, found that fish from the bay were laced with enough arsenic to make them dangerous for consumption, particularly for children. It recommended that the Health Ministry "look into arsenic poisoning" by conducting more tests on villagers who have complained of rashes, lumps, breathing difficulties and dizziness. It also said the government should consider moving the villagers from an area it "categorized as possessing high risks for human

health." 
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/09/international/asia/09indonesia.html 

A Melting Glacier in Tibet Serves as an Example and a Warning

New York Times, NY, November 9, 2004, By HOWARD W. FRENCH - YUREN, China - Seen from afar, it looked like much of the surrounding landscape, even to the scientists who know these Tibetan wilds intimately: the looming, massive, soot-black shoulder of a mountain. 

Close up, though, when one could finally see the base, all thick, glistening white ice, now clearly visible after nearly four hours of hiking through thick, pathless forests, there was no mistaking it. 

Mountains, after all, don't melt. This was the 27-square-mile glacier the researchers had been seeking.
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/09/science/earth/09glac.html 
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General Environment News

Durban to host World Heritage committee session in 2005
Paris, France (PANA) - The South African port city of Durban will host the next conference of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee in June 2005, the chairman of the UN agency's general conference, Michael Abiola Omolewa, told PANA here Tuesday. "For the first time since 1972, the World Heritage Committee will hold its conference in Africa, at Durban to be exact, in June 2005. It is an opportunity for African countries, who must attend, to propose the inclusion of their sites on the World Heritage list," Omolewa noted. The UNESCO general conference chairman appealed to African leaders to accord more attention to material and immaterial heritage as a way of boosting the continent's tourism. UNESCO officials have already noted the unequal representation of sites on the world heritage list. Out of the 754 sites, 287 are located in Europe. Out of the 129 countries and territories which harbor these sites are distributed, 56 countries have at least three sites, while 48 others do not possess any on the UNESCO world heritage list. The objective of the committee is to reduce the imbalance and direct the selection of sites within developing countries.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng062287&dte=09/11/2004
Maghreb ministers appeal for help against locusts
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Agriculture ministers from the five-nation Arab Maghreb Union (UMA) have appealed for international assistance to combat the current locust invasion, the Mauritanian news agency quoted Nouakchott’s rural development and the environment minister, Ahmedou Ould Ahmedou, as saying Monday. The ministers made the appeal during their meeting in Tunis which was also attended by experts from the Maghreb and FAO, as well as representatives of the European Union Commission. According to the agency, the meeting assessed the situation in the sub-region after the recent revelation of an impending massive invasion by locusts within the next few months. To minimize the damage of the impending invasion on the sub- region's food security, the ministers from Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia envisage to mobilize all the required material means in accordance with a Maghreb action plan prepared in conjunction wit FAO. Experts working with specialized international organizations have predicted another invasion covering the entire Maghreb sub-region. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng062265&dte=09/11/2004
Nigeria, Cameroon Set up Joint C'ttee on Sustainable Environment

Nigeria First (Abuja): Nigeria and Cameroon have embarked on a trans-border initiative for ecosystem conservation in the Montane forests of Gashaka-Gumti National Park and Tchabal Mbabo Forest of Nigeria and Cameroon respectively. Recently, both countries attended a joint project design workshop in Yankari National Park, Bauchi aimed at producing a working document for the full implementation of the project by the second half of next year. The joint project design workshop is to allow both nations come out with a full implementation programme for the project, which is estimated to cost about $7 million. Project implementation is expected to begin in the second half of 2005. Already, a permanent bilateral committee on environment and sustainable development, with membership drawn from both countries has been established. Speaking at the workshop, Environment Minister, Col. Bala Mande (Rtd.) said the conservation collaboration between both nations was a tangible result of their decision to join hands after the International Court of Justice on the Nigeria - Cameroon boundary dispute. According to Mande, the ecosystem of the proposed area, known to contain various important species of global significance, was being threatened by pressure from adjacent communities. Acknowledging the richness of both forests, Mande called for assistance from international organizations for the full implementation of the project. Already, the United Nations Development Programme/Global Environment Facility, through its Regional Director, Mr. Abdoulaye Ndiaye, has promised to make available the sum of $3.5 million. The $4 million balance is to be sourced by the project's collaborators. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411090706.html
DDT Spraying Put On Hold

New Vision (Kampala): THE Ministry of Health has been ordered to put on hold its plans to spray DDT, in a bid to undertake inquiries to establish its full effects. Sources said the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) gave the order recently in a letter to the health minister. Until recently, the ministry had been insisting that would undertake massive spraying of DDT, a chemical, which is blacklisted globally, in a bid to eradicate malaria. The Deputy Executive Director of NEMA yesterday said an expert opinion was needed before they could clear the exercise. He said the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study considered the positive and negative effects of a proposed project and possible mitigation measures. However, Sawula said the ministry was grappling with the strict guidelines of the World Health Organization, which demands formulation of a policy that ensures safety of workers applying DDT. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411090598.html
Sh1bn Danish Grant for the Environment

The Nation (Nairobi): Kenya's environment which has been in the limelight since its assistant minister, Prof Wangari Maathai, won the Nobel Peace prize several weeks ago, has received a Sh1.4 billion grant from the Danish government. The grant will be spent on poverty reduction policies and plans by using resources in an environment-friendly manner. But the minister, Mr. Kalonzo Musyoka, said the four-year programme will be on hold until January 2006 to allow the Government to identify projects to benefit. A Danish team is already in the country to collaborate with ministry officials on targeted areas. Addressing reporters in his office yesterday, Mr. Musyoka said: "The programme will also develop capacities at the national, regional, district and community levels. Already, an environmental support programme is being prepared following a Danish team's visit in May." He said the ministry would cooperate with the National Environment Management Authority (Nema) in implementing the programme in some dry areas. "The grant will therefore revitalize Nema's role in environmental management and, by extension, ensure that Kenyans live in a clean and safe environment," he added. At the same time, Mr. Musyoka announced that Kenya's bid to host an international conference on chemicals in 2006 had been successful. Meanwhile, Prof Maathai has said that more than one million tree seedlings are needed to rehabilitate Aberdare Forest. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411090234.html
Company in Court Over Invasive Alien Plants

Cape Argus (Cape Town): The first trial involving landowners who have allegedly failed to control alien invasive plants on their properties in the Cape Peninsula, is due to start in Simon's Town Magistrate's Court in April. This was the outcome of an appearance in the court yesterday by Raymond Duxbury, a director of Northpoint Development. The company owns property where it has allegedly failed to control alien plants. It faces charges under the Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act. The act and its regulations require a land-user to have measures in place for the effective control of specified weeds and invader plants, such as hakea, myrtle, Port Jackson, blackwood and black wattle. The matter was postponed to April 8 for plea and trial, and to wait for instructions from the Director of Public Prosecutions. A second company, Bakoor (Pty) Ltd, which owns a 110ha property on the extreme southern end of Ou Kaapse Weg above Sun Valley, is facing similar charges at Simon's Town Magistrate's Court. Its next appearance is on February 14. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411050680.html
Gov Odili Urges Shell to Clean Up 250 Oil Spills in Rivers

Vanguard (Lagos): Governor Peter Odili of Rivers State has asked Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria (SPDC) to clear up the over 250 oil spill cases across the state traced to the operations of the company. The governor said the oil spills will do great harm to the environment, and urged the SPDC management to liaise with the Ministry of Environment to help facilitate whatever that is hindering the process of rapid response to such cases Earlier, SPDC Managing Director disclosed that his company has evolved a proactive sustainable community development approach to improve the living standard of host communities, as dialogue has remained the hallmark of resolving contending issues within the company and its stakeholders. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411090052.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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• Annan calls on all parties to resume talks in violence -wracked Côte d'Ivoire

• Security Council welcomes certification of Karzai as winner of Afghan elections

• UN envoy meets with south Sudan rebel leader as peace talks gain momentum

• World still has long way to go to achieve education for all – UN-backed report

• UNICEF calls on nations to overcome hurdles to gender equality in education

• UN refugee agency voices extreme concern for Iraqis fleeing Fallujah assault

• UN envoy certifies Kosovo election results with call to heed Serb minority

• Haiti facing huge shortfall in funds to recover from deadly tropical storm - UN

• WHO warns of shortage of anti-malarial drug, suggests alternatives

• Russian approval of Kyoto pact first step in slowing growth of greenhouse gases – Annan

• Uranium mine in DR of Congo must stay closed, UN team concludes

• UN begins six-month drive to return 260,000 displaced Liberians to their homes

Annan calls on all parties to resume talks in violence-wracked Côte d'Ivoire

9 November - Welcoming South African President Thabo Mbeki's peace mission to Côte d'Ivoire

today, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on all parties to resume talks after last

week's resurgence of violence and voiced increasing concern over the humanitarian situation in a

country torn between government and rebels. The UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) reported an increase in the number and abusive nature of hate messages on radio and television, which in one instance broadcast the number of a van said to be driven by French nationals, target of attacks since French troops destroyed the Government air force in a reprisal attack on Saturday. Violent demonstrations showed no signs of waning in Abidjan, the main city, and thugs controlled streets despite joint patrols by UN peacekeepers and their counterparts from France and Côte d'Ivoire aimed at securing some areas and reassuring frightened residents, UNOCI said. The number of people, mostly foreign nationals, seeking refuge in Unprotected sites has reached more than 1,800. Mr. Annan deplored the continuing violence, called for an end to all hate media and urged all parties to maintain the ceasefire that ended direct fighting in the West African country early last year and resume the peace process. The new unrest flared on Thursday when the Government violated the ceasefire by launching an attack in the Zone of Confidence (ZOC) in the north of the country separating the combatants. On Saturday Government aircraft bombed French peacekeeping forces in the area, killing nine people and leading to the French reprisal. On the military front, no Ivorian troops from either side were reported in the UN-monitored ZOC. The northern part of the country was reported to be generally quiet, but Mr. Annan noted "worrying reports" that water and electricity were no longer available at numerous locations, particularly in the north."Additionally, UN agencies and NGOs (non-governmental organizations) have been forced to drastically reduce their programmes due to security concerns," he said in a statement issued by his spokesman in New York. "The Secretary-General urges the Ivorian authorities to restore and maintain basic services and calls on those concerned to ensure that aid workers have unimpeded access to populations in need." Noting Mr. Mbeki's mission on behalf of the African Union (AU), Mr. Annan reiterated his full support for efforts by the AU and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in coordination with the UN to find a rapid and lasting solution to the crisis. At least 1,327 Ivorians, mostly women, children and some elderly, have fled into northeastern Liberia and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today it was extremely concerned over the impact the situation in Côte d'Ivoire could have on its neighbours, particularly Liberia which is itself struggling to emerge from 14 years of civil strife. UNHCR offices in the region have been alerted for any contingencies and planning in case of an outflow of Ivorians is in full swing, including an assessment of emergency stocks and staff in the region.

Security Council welcomes certification of Karzai as winner of Afghan elections

9 November - The Security Council today welcomed the certification by the joint United Nations-Afghan electoral board of interim President Hamid Karzai as the winner of Afghanistan's first-ever presidential elections last month. Council members recognized "the historic importance" of the first popular presidential elections in Afghanistan's history, and gave credit to the Joint Electoral Monitoring Board (JEMB), international security forces, neighbouring States and especially to the people of Afghanistan for their role in ensuring the success of the electoral process, Ambassador John C. Danforth of the United States, which holds the Council's rotating presidency for the month of November, said in a statement to the press. They also were satisfied that the other presidential candidates had recognized the outcome of the election, he added. Looking toward parliamentary, provincial and district elections planned for next year, the members expressed hope that balloting for those posts will be "executed as peacefully and successfully as the presidential election," the Council Presidentsaid."In preparation for these elections, Council members reiterated their determination to continue to provide unwaveringsupport" to the Government in the fight against narcotics and the reinforcement of security, he said.The Council's statement came after it heard a briefing by UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno. He told the 15-member body that more than eight million Afghans - representing some 70 per cent of registered voters, 40 percent of whom were women - participated in the 9 October balloting. "The presidential election has demonstrated that Afghans have a strong national denominator in their common embrace of the democratic process," Mr. Guéhenno said. "This momentous development is one of the most encouraging features of Afghanistan today, against a backdrop of continued challenges posed by narcotics, extremism and factionalism."He warned the international community, however, against the "temptation to diminish" its attention on Afghanistan. "While Afghans have shown a remarkable political maturity, they must still be able to count on full backing - economic, financial, political and military - of the international community."

UN envoy meets with south Sudan rebel leader as peace talks gain momentum

9 November - On the eve of a Security Council session in Kenya to galvanize talks to end the long-running civil conflict in southern Sudan, the top United Nations envoy for Africa's largest country, Jan Pronk, has discussed the world body's role with rebel leader John Garang.

The Council hopes its session next week in Nairobi will act as a catalyst for progress at talks between the

Sudanese Government and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A). More than 2 million people have been killed in southern Sudan since the conflict began in 1983.

Meanwhile the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported that many internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees have begun to return to their home areas in the south, encouraged by the good prospects for peace between the Government and rebels. But it added that protecting these returnees along the main roads remained a concern, with landmines constituting a major risk for them.

In Sudan's other major crisis in the western region of Darfur the UN World Food Programme (WFP) reported today that lack of security and the resumption of violence had forced it to slash aid in an area where 1.45 million people have lost their homes and Janjaweed militias are accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after local rebel groups took up arms against the Government.

In October, WFP had been able to reach only 1.1 million persons with food aid compared with almost 3 million in September.Also in Darfur, UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) Goodwill Ambassador Mia Farrow and her son Seamus are witnessing firsthand the worsening humanitarian crisis. The actress has been visiting IDP camps and has met with representatives of the Government and the African Union in an attempt to raise awareness of the plight of children. Rape, violence and general insecurity remain the most pressing concerns and Ms. Farrow heard accounts from many women who had suffered abuse. Women are most vulnerable when they leave the camps in which they are forced to live in order to

collect the firewood they need to survive. "I had heard that protection was the priority at this point - and it sure is," she said. "They have to live with the choice of whether they can cook the meals for their family, and which of them is going to go out and face this sort of assault on a daily basis."

The two saw the work UNICEF has undertaken since the crisis began nearly two years ago. More than 900 classrooms have been built or rehabilitated, water and sanitation has been provided for many thousands of people, and more than 2 millionchildren have been vaccinated against measles and/or polio.

World still has long way to go to achieve education for all – UNbacked report

9 November - Despite significant efforts to increase resources, and record levels of children going to

school, many drop out before the fifth grade or graduate without mastering even a minimum set of cognitive skills, threatening global educational goals set in 2000, according to a new United Nations-backed report. “Overcrowded classes, poorly qualified teachers and ill-equipped schools with scant learning materials remain all too familiar pictures in many countries,” the Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura, said.

“Yet, achieving education for all fundamentally relies on assuring decent quality: what children learn and how they learn can make or break their school experience and their subsequent opportunities in life,” he added of the 2005 Education for All Global Monitoring Report launched yesterday in Brasilia.

The study finds that more children are going to school than ever before and that significant efforts are being made to increase resources, broaden access to school and improve gender parity. But exhaustive analysis of research data shows that the quality of education systems is failing children in many parts of the world, and could prevent many countries from achieving Education for All (EFA) by the target date of 2015. In one-third of countries with data, for example, less than 75 per cent of students reach grade five. National and international assessments also show that performance levels are very weak in low- and middle-income countries and among disadvantaged groups in some industrialized nations.

The report monitors progress towards the six EFA goals set by over 160 countries at the World Education Forum in 2000 in Dakar. These are: wider access to early childhood care and education; universal primary education; improved youth and adult learning opportunities; a 50 per cent improvement in adult literacy rates; gender equality; and an improvement in all aspects of the quality of education. The report is prepared by an independent international team based at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris and is funded by UNESCO and a number of bilateral agencies. Its findings will serve as the basis for discussions at the Fourth High-Level Group Meeting on Education for All this week in Brasilia. According to an index based on indicators for the four most measurable Dakar goals – universal primary education, adult literacy, education quality (using survival rate of pupils to grade 5 as a proxy) and gender parity – 41 of 127 countries studied are relatively close to achieving the goals. They comprise mainly industrialized and transition countries, but they also include such countries in Latin America and the Caribbean as Argentina, Cuba and Chile together with five small island States. Another 51 countries, headed by Romania, Bulgaria and Costa Rica and including many Arab States and Latin American countries are well on the way to achieving some of the goals, but are being held back by slow progress on others, notably quality. A third group of 35 countries, 22 of them in sub-Saharan Africa, but also including the high population countries of Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, are “very far from achieving the goals,” with “multiple challenges to tackle simultaneously if EFA is to be assured.”

UNICEF calls on nations to overcome hurdles to gender equality in education

9 November - Acknowledging that HIV/AIDS, conflict and deepening poverty have eroded gains in enrolling more girls in school in many countries, the head of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has called on nations to respect promises made to ensure that girls and boys receive the same educational opportunities."We must not allow the promise of education for all to become another broken promise," Executive Director Carol Bellamy told the high-level meeting on Education for All, convened annually by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and its partners, yesterday in Brasilia, Brazil. "We come up with a plan of action to make a radical breakthrough in countries where efforts are failing, and we must implement them as rapidly as possible," she added, outlining a five-point agenda.The five points include: sending supplies and services to those countries where enrolment levels have been stagnating for decades; urging governments to abolish school fees and other costs where deepening poverty combines with a rising populating of children orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS; and establishing standards for quality experiences and quality learning as an integral part of the new education systems, "so we do not have to continue fixing schools without water or toilets, schools that do not provide the necessary resources for teachers and learners, or schools that fail to create a welcoming environment for quality learning."

The other points are: anticipating and pre-empting crisis, as well as addressing emergencies and dealing with post-conflict situations in countries that are sliding towards crisis, are actually in a state of emergency, or in transition from emergency to development; and identifying countries which appear to be doing well but in which national averages mask pockets of serious discrimination and give rise to complacency in the form of wider gender discrimination in society. UNICEF considers eliminating gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005 an essential step toward education for all children. "All children have a right to schooling and all the opportunity that education provides," Ms. Bellamy said. "Children must no longer be denied an education simply because they are girls, or live in rural communities, or are from poor families or belong to minority population groups."

UN refugee agency voices extreme concern for Iraqis fleeing Fallujah assault

9 November - The United Nations refugee agency today voiced extreme concern over the fate of tens

of thousands of Iraqis who have fled the city of Fallujah to escape the fierce fighting in an assault

launched on rebels there by United States and Government forces.“The most immediate needs of the displaced are food, shelter, water and sanitation and health care,”

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Clark told a news briefing in

Geneva. UNHCR, which has no international presence on the ground in Iraq, is part of a joint emergency group with the International Committee for the Red Cross and non-government organizations (NGOs) based in Amman, Jordan. The group is in close contact with colleagues inside Iraq and with partner organizations monitoring the situation.The displaced people are staying with relatives, friends or other Iraqis around Fallujah. Some have been provided with tents.The majority of civilians appear to have left the city, although it is difficult to establish numbers with any certainty, Ms.Clark said.

Despite the extremely volatile security situation in the country, UNHCR has continued to facilitate voluntary repatriation of Iraqis insisting on going home from camps in neighbouring Iran. Over the past two weeks, 64 people returned to southern Iraq, while more than 700 people returned to northern areas, bringing the total of facilitated returns to 18,115 people since August 2003. UNHCR also facilitated returns from Jordan. Repatriations are becoming increasingly difficult with deteriorating weather conditions. Near the northern Iraqi border it has been raining steadily for the last three days and the convoys can take a long time getting to their destination. It is not clear how long the repatriation movements from the north of Iran can continue with the weather getting worse and snow expected to fall soon.

UN envoy certifies Kosovo election results with call to heed Serb minority

9 November - The top United Nations envoy for Kosovo today certified the results of last month's elections in the

ethnically-divided province which the world body has administered for the past five years, appealing to all parties to heed

the concerns of minorities, particularly the Serbs.

"They have some very real concerns, they also expect better living conditions, better security, freedom of movement and return of the displaced," Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen said at the ceremony in Pristina, the capital of Kosovo, whose population is mainly Albanian. "We, the international community, must redouble our efforts. We most work even harder with the legitimate representatives of all communities in order to build a better future for all citizens of Kosovo," he added. Kosovo has been under UN administration since 1999 when NATO forced the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops following fighting between Albanians and Serbs. Under its mandate the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) is seeking to promote the establishment of substantial autonomy and self-government and to facilitate a political process to determine the province's future status.Mr. Jessen-Petersen called for the prompt formation of a new government following the 23 October elections to the 120- member Assembly. Election turnout among Kosovo Serbs was low.

Haiti facing huge shortfall in funds to recover from deadly

tropical storm - UN

9 November - Although the humanitarian situation in the Haitian city of Gonaïves is gradually improving after it was devastated by floods and mudslides caused by deadly Tropical Storm Jeanne in September, the United Nations warned today that barely a quarter of the $37 million sought under the Haiti Floods Flash Appeal was in hand.

The amount of clean water being distributed to the population has greatly increased although it is still far short of the volume that a population of 200,000 people would normally require, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said.

The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the non-governmental organization (NGO) Oxfam are working together to restore clean water to some 50 schools and disinfect wells in the area.

Due in large part to the presence of a 120-bed Canadian/Norwegian Red Cross field hospital, health care in Gonaïves, in northwest Haiti, is now considered to be better than it was before storms battered the city but the health sector still suffers from a lack of Haitian doctors, a shortage of free medical services and difficulty in replacing epidemiologists who have left the area.

Another urgent priority is restoring the destroyed irrigation systems, as the vast majority of Gonaïves' population depends on agriculture for employment. Much of the reconstruction work is being hampered by lack of funds since only 27 per cent of the requested funds have been received.

In a fundraising effort a selection of Brazilian soccer players who won the 1994 World Cup will face off against the current Haitian national team in a friendly match Saturday in Miami to focus attention on the situation in Haiti. Ticket sales will finance UNICEF programmes in Haiti for health, nutrition, education and protection.

Haitian authorities have estimated that at least 1,300 people perished and more than 1,000 others were missing from the storm, with most casualties in Gonaïves, Haiti's third-largest city.

WHO warns of shortage of anti-malarial drug, suggests

alternatives

9 November - As increasing demand for artemisinin-based combination therapy (ACT) for malaria is

likely to result in a shortage in the next four months, the United Nations public health agency has

advised certain countries to be prepared to use alternative medicines.

Since 2001, the Geneva-based World Health Organization (WHO) has been recommending countries

where malaria is resistant to conventional treatment such as chloroquine to switch to ACTs including

artemether-lumefantrine, artesunate-mefloquine, artesunate-amodiaquine and artesunate-sulfadoxine/pyrimethamine.

As many as 40 countries – half of them in Africa – have officially adopted these medicines since then, when WHO concluded an agreement with Novartis Pharma AG. Novartis provides its co-formulated artemether-lumefantrine product (Coartem) to WHO at cost for supply to the public sector of malaria endemic in developing countries.v Coartem, which is the only ACT that has been pre-qualified by WHO, is accepted for procurement by UN agencies. The demand for artemether-lumefantrine has increased since 2001, when WHO requested 220,000 treatment courses for the public sector. In 2004, demand of 10 million treatment courses was forecast.  For 2005, WHO projects demand for 60 million treatment courses.WHO said it would be unable to procure the quantities of artemether-lumefantrine required by countries during the coming months due to insufficient supply of the drug from Novartis’ Chinese suppliers. Recommending the use of quinine as “second-line” anti-malarial treatment, the UN agency said it would offer technical assistance to any country facing interrupted supply of artemether-lumefantrine.

Russian approval of Kyoto pact first step in slowing growth of greenhouse gases – Annan

9 November - Russia’s ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, enabling the treaty to go into effect, is a significant first step in slowing down growth in harmful greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere, according to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan. The move taken last month by Moscow will also help to galvanize the world's efforts to tackle the planetary challenge of climate change, Mr. Annan said in a message to the Energy Globe Awards delivered by Franz Baumann, Deputy Director-General of the UN Office at Vienna (UNOV).“Clean, affordable and sustainable energy is essential for human development,” he said, noting that some two billion people still lack access to electricity.“The Energy Globe Awards demonstrate that clean and modern forms of energy to drive sustainable development and reduce environmental impacts are available now,” he added. “We need to do all we can to promote their further development and to establish a level playing field so that they can reach the market and take hold.”The Awards go to best practice projects and initiatives from across the world that contribute to protecting the four basic elements of life – earth, fire, water and air. The winners will be announced on 8 December.

Uranium mine in DR of Congo must stay closed, UN team

concludes

9 November - A United Nations team has found that a uranium mine in the Democratic Republic of

the Congo (DRC) that collapsed in July, killing eight people, is at high risk of caving in again and must

remain closed.The interagency team, led by the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and theUN Environment Programme (UNEP), visited the Shinkolobwe uranium mine in the southwestern province of Katanga between 25 October and 4 November, and is preparing technical

recommendations.The mine had been exploited for uranium but closed before the country gained independence in the 1960s by sealing the main shafts with concrete. In the late 1990s, artisanal mining for cobalt was allowed, leading to uncontrolled and dangerous mining activities. No evidence of uranium mining was found.

Around 15,000 people were dependent on the mining activities and living in the nearby village of Shinkolobwe. However, during the UN team's visit, no artisanal miners were active on-site. Following the evacuation of the mining site in early August, the adjacent village had been destroyed. Artisanal miners and their dependants had reportedly dispersed to other artisanal mining sites and some returned to neighbouring towns. "No immediate risks to the environment were observed," said Alain Pasche of the UN assessment team, "though we have taken samples of water, soil and sediments, which will be further analysed in Switzerland for heavy metal concentration."

UN begins six-month drive to return 260,000 displaced

Liberians to their homes

9 November - The first batch of 500 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and spontaneous returnees in

Liberia have begun their journey home, kicking off a six-month United Nations drive to settle more than

260,000 people uprooted by a decade and a half of civil war in the West African country.

“A new day is upon us, where those who sought immediate shelter and refuge in Liberia ‘s capital – far

away from their communities and livelihood – are ready to reclaim their lives and embark on the journey

home,” top UN envoy Jacques Paul Klein said yesterday, flagging off the convoy of trucks carrying the

returnees. “Yesterday’s dreams are today’s realities,” Mr. Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative and Coordinator of UN Operations in Liberia, said, recalling the worst moments of the country’s civil strife when returning home seemed both an improbable and distant dream for those scattered inside and outside its borders. This milestone in Liberia’s ongoing transition from conflict and destruction to a future of gradual recovery and rehabilitation paves the way for many others to follow and by April the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its partners hope to help the 261,886 IDPs living in 20 camps near Monrovia, the capital, to go home. A first airlift of 112 refugees left for Liberia today from Nigeria where 1,000 of the 6,000 refugees in the Oru camp have so far expressed interest in repatriating on the planned thrice-weekly flights. Land convoys from Guinea are scheduled to start tomorrow after a delay caused by sectarian violence unrest in Monrovia last week. Since the start of UNHCR’s facilitated return programme last month, more than 800 refugees have returned from Sierra Leone and Ghana. Another 70,000 are estimated to have made their own way home since August last year. About 340,000 Liberian refugees are scattered around the region.

The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) was set up just over a year ago to support the implementation of the ceasefire agreement that ended the protracted fighting between the government and several rebel forces. The chairman of the National Transitional Government of Liberia (NTGL), Charles Gyude Bryant, attended yesterday’s ceremony at the IDP camp in Perry Town, 30 kilometres from Monrovia.

Promising to visit the returnees in their homes Mr. Bryant said his government had been striving for the past nine months to make the countryside safe for the displaced population to return. The NTGL has declared six of Liberia’s 15 counties ready to receive the returnees.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
9 October 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
**Guest at Noon
Good afternoon.  Joining us today will be Alberto Motivans, the Research Officer for the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, who will talk about the “Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2005”.

The report found that, while more children are going to school than ever before, many drop out before grade five of primary school, or graduate without mastering even a minimum of cognitive skills.  So, he’ll be telling you a little bit more about that after my briefing.

**Secretary-General Appeals for Restoration of Calm in Côte d’Ivoire
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the situation in Côte d’Ivoire:

“The Secretary-General condemns the attacks that have taken place across the Zone of Confidence, including against the French Licorne force.  He deplores the continuing violence in Abidjan, including against foreign citizens.  To prevent any further deterioration in the situation, he urges the parties to ensure the maintenance of the ceasefire and the earliest restoration of calm and normalcy, including through the cessation of all “hate media”.  He calls on the parties to ensure the protection, safety and respect for the human rights of all in Côte d’Ivoire.  The Secretary-General welcomes the commencement of joint patrols in Abidjan by units from the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), the National Armed Forces of Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI) and the French Licorne force”.

“The Secretary-General welcomes the statement by the President of the Security Council of 6 November, which confirms that the United Nations mission, within its capabilities and areas of deployment, is authorized to prevent any hostile action, in particular, within the Zone of Confidence”.

“The Secretary-General is increasingly concerned about the humanitarian dimensions of the crisis.  There are worrying reports that water and electricity are no longer available at numerous locations, in particular, in the north.  Additionally, UN agencies and NGOs have been forced to drastically reduce their programmes due to security concerns.  The Secretary-General urges the Ivorian authorities to restore and maintain basic services and calls on those concerned to ensure that aid workers have unimpeded access to populations in need”.

“The Secretary-General welcomes today’s visit to Abidjan by President Mbeki, on behalf of the African Union, and reiterates his full support for the efforts pursued by the African Union and the Economic Community of West African States, in coordination with the United Nations, to find a rapid and lasting solution to the current crisis in Côte d’Ivoire.  He reiterates his call to the parties for a resumption of dialogue and a return to the process of implementing the Linas-Marcoussis and Accra III Agreements”.

This text is available in French as well.

**Côte d’Ivoire
Also in Côte d’Ivoire, UN peacekeepers from Niger and Togo patrolled the tense city of Abidjan today with their counterparts from France and Côte d’Ivoire, in a joint military operation designed to secure some areas and reassure the frightened population.
However, the UN mission reports an increase in hate messages on radio and television, which it says are getting more abusive.  For example, the plate number of a white van said to be driven around by French nationals was given on national television.
Meanwhile, South African President Thabo Mbeki has arrived in Côte d’Ivoire on behalf of the African Union to try to end the current crisis.
On the military front, no Ivorian troops –- neither FANCI, the national army, nor Forces Nouvelles, the rebels -– are reported in the UN-monitored Zone of Confidence.  The northern part of Côte d'Ivoire is reported to be generally quiet.
In Abidjan, violent demonstrations showed no signs of waning, however.  Thugs control some areas.  Today, women had to pay 100 CFA (about $2) to get access to at least one market.  Food is reportedly getting scarce in some areas.
The number of people, mostly foreign nationals, seeking refuge in UN-protected locations reached more than 1,800.
And in Bouaké, in the north, the humanitarian situation is reported to be alarming in some areas, where there is no water and no electricity.  The UN mission is trying to get fuel to hospitals in that area.
**Côte d’Ivoire – Humanitarian
Since the outbreak of violence in Côte d'Ivoire on Thursday, at least 1,327 Ivoirians -– mostly women, children and some elderly -– have fled into north-eastern Liberia, according to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.
UNHCR says it is extremely concerned over the security situation in Côte d'Ivoire and the impact it could have on its neighbours, particularly Liberia, which is itself struggling to emerge from 14 years of civil strife.
UNHCR offices in the region surrounding Côte d'Ivoire have been alerted for any contingencies, and planning in case of an outflow of Ivoirians is in full swing, including an assessment of emergency stocks and staff in the region.
**Afghanistan
From Afghanistan, more than 8 million Afghans, or some 70 per cent of registered voters, participated in last month’s elections, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean Marie Guéhenno, told the Security Council this morning.
Addressing the Council in an open briefing, Guéhenno said that ethnic considerations played an important role in the voting, yet candidates were able to operate widely outside their core constituencies.  More importantly, he said, Afghans showed that they were united in their rejection of violence and their right to participate in a peaceful political process.
He said that the UN mission in Afghanistan, following initial consultations, says that the overwhelming majority of Afghans is ready to embark on the next stage of the electoral process, to create representative local and national institutions.  Parliamentary and local elections are scheduled for next spring.
Mr. Guéhenno said that a number of groups are working around the clock to seek the release of three UN staff members who were abducted in Kabul on 28 October.  Meanwhile, he said, a number of special measures have been taken by the UN to enhance staff security, which are the most stringent to be put in place in Kabul since 2001.
Council members followed the open briefing with closed consultations on Afghanistan.  The Council expects to issue a press statement on that subject once consultations end.
**Iraq – UNHCR
The UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, today said it is extremely concerned at the fate of tens of thousands of people who have fled the Iraqi city of Fallujah to escape the fierce fighting there.
The displaced people are staying with relatives, friends or other Iraqis around Fallujah, UNHCR says, citing information received from groups monitoring the situation in Iraq.
Some of the displaced people have been provided with tents.  The majority of civilians appear to have left the city, although it is difficult to establish numbers with any certainty.  The most immediate needs of the displaced are food, shelter, water and sanitation and health care, the Agency says.
**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, has met with John Garang, the Chairman of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, to discuss issues related to the UN mission's role in the south of the country.
On the humanitarian front pertaining to southern Sudan, the mission reports that many internally displaced persons and refugees have begun to return to their areas of origin.  They are encouraged by the good prospects for peace between the Sudanese Government and the rebel SPLM.
Protection of these refugees and returnees along the main roads remains a concern, the mission says.  Landmines constitute a major risk for them.
In Darfur, the World Food Programme (WFP) noted today that in October, the WFP was able to reach 1.1 million persons in Darfur with food aid.  In September, it had been able to reach almost 3 million people in Darfur.  The main reason for the decrease was the lack of security and the resumption of violence.
**Kosovo/Elections Certified
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, has certified the results of the Kosovo Assembly elections held last month.
Speaking at the certification ceremony today, he said he expects the political parties will accept the results, and that they’ll now get down to work –- which means once again quickly forming a new Government, and moving on with the many priorities for the next six to eight months.
He also mentioned the need for political parties to listen to the voices of all minorities in Kosovo, especially that of the Kosovar Serbs.
We have more on his words upstairs.
**Haiti Update
From Haiti, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is reporting that, despite serious security concerns, the humanitarian situation in the north-western city of Gonaïves is gradually improving.
The amount of clean water being distributed to the population has greatly increased, although it is still far short of the volume that a population of some 200,000 people would normally require.  The UN Children’s Fund and the NGO Oxfam are working together to restore the clean water supply to some 50 schools and to disinfect wells in the area.
Due in large part to the presence of a 120-bed Canadian/Norwegian Red Cross field hospital, health care in Gonaïves is now considered to be better than it was before storms battered the city in September.  But the health sector still suffers from a lack of Haitian doctors, a shortage of free medical services and difficulty in replacing epidemiologists who have left the area.  Another urgent priority is restoring the destroyed irrigation systems, as the vast majority of the city’s population depends on agriculture for employment.
Much of the reconstruction work is being hampered by lack of funds.  The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs notes that UN humanitarian agencies have received only 27 per cent of the 37 million dollars required under the Haiti Floods Flash Appeal.
And we have more information on that in our office.
**WHO/Malaria Vaccine Shortage
There is likely to be a shortage of one of the most effective medicines used for treating one of the deadliest forms of malaria from now until at least March next year.
The World Health Organization says this is due to heavy demand for a key ingredient -– known as “artemether-lumefrantine”.
The WHO’s supplier of the medicine has said that its providers of the ingredient in China are experiencing a shortage.
This means that the WHO won’t be able to get the quantities it needs during the coming months.
The WHO recommends that all countries facing shortages increase procurement of their second-line anti-malarial treatments.
We have more on that upstairs.
**Bellamy/Education
Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of UNICEF, that’s the UN Children’s Fund, has called on nations to respect promises made to ensure that girls and boys receive the same educational opportunities.
Worldwide, 121 million primary-school-age children are currently denied schooling.  More than half of them are girls.
Bellamy said that in some regions, investment and assistance for education has not been enough to sustain gains made during the 1990s; and new challenges –- such as HIV/AIDS and civil conflict -– have eroded these gains.
Bellamy has outlined a strategy to achieve a “radical breakthrough” in these areas; and we have more on this upstairs in a press release.
**Sexual Exploitation of Children
In a three-day meeting in Bangkok, which concludes today, governments, civil society and youth delegates from more than 20 countries in East Asia and the Pacific have been reporting on new measures to protect children from commercial sexual exploitation, to assist victims and to punish exploiters.
These efforts include the world’s first multi-country Memorandum of Understanding to prevent trafficking, which was signed by six East Asian countries on 29 October, as well as action to address the prostitution of children within their home countries.  The meeting also considered strategies to stop the exponential rise in the supply of and demand for child pornography over the internet.
And there’s more information on that in a press release upstairs.
**World Chronicle
Today at 3:30, in-house television channels 3 and 31 will feature a World Chronicle programme that discusses the protection of civilians working for humanitarian agencies.  Mark Bowden, of the Policy Development and Studies Branch of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, is the guest.
**Press Conference Tomorrow
And, finally, a press conference tomorrow in this room immediately following the noon briefing, Susan McDade, the Team Manager of the UN Development Programme’s Sustainable Energy Programme, will be joined by Professor Vijay Modi of Columbia University, and Dr. Fatih Birol of the International Energy Agency, to launch three reports:  “World Energy Outlook 2004”, “Energy Services for the Poor”, and “Achieving the Millennium Development Goals:  the Role of Energy Services”.
That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Edie?
Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, do you have an answer to the question of Bill Varner yesterday about the OIOS?

Spokesman:  Yes, I found out that the report looking into the allegations against the OIOS by the staff union has been completed by the Department of Management and is expected to go the Secretary-General later today.  I can’t tell you what the reaction might be, but that’s what the status of that report now is.  Yes?

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any statement about the death of Yasser Arafat?

Spokesman:  We are hearing conflicting news right now, so I don’t think we feel that that has been yet confirmed, at least to our satisfaction.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you.  Good afternoon.  The General Assembly is holding today an open-ended informal consultation on the organization of next year’s plenary meeting to review progress made on the United Nations Declaration and implementation, as well as follow-up to the outcome of major United Nations conferences and summits.

On the preparation of next year’s high-level segment, President Jean Ping noted that the Secretary-General had submitted a report on the modality, the format and the organization of this segment, and that report is already available under document number A/59/545.  Due to the importance of the subject, there is a need, said the President, to prepare a resolution before December on the high-level segment.  And today’s meeting will hear the views of delegations on the recommendations contained in the Secretary-General’s report.

President Jean Ping also announced that he had appointed as facilitators the Permanent Representatives of Nicaragua and Norway, Ambassadors Sevilla Somosa and Levald.  Those two permanent representatives will help the President of the General Assembly prepare the draft resolution on the high-level segment.

President Jean Ping reiterated the importance of the preparation of this meeting, and pointed out that consultation on the meeting will only start after the submission of the Secretary-General’s report in March 2005.

The President came back again to key events that I have mentioned in these briefings, which will be borne in mind on the way to the high-level segment.  These events include the submission of the High Level Panel’s report in December; in January, Jeffrey Sachs’s report on financing for development and the Millennium Development Goals; and other initiatives, such as the Mauritius meeting in January, which will focus on the implementation of the Programme of Action for sustainable development in small island developing countries; the dialogue between ECOSOC, the Bretton Woods institutions and the World Trade Organization, that dialogue is to be held in Washington, D.C., in mid-April; the General Assembly plenary session on HIV/AIDS, that will be held in June; the initiatives of the Presidents of Brazil, Chile, Spain and France to eradicate hunger and poverty; the British Prime Minister’s Commission for Africa initiative; the G-8 Summit; and the annual summits of regional organizations, like the African Union summit, the summit of the Organization of American States.

I have one item on the work of committees, that is, the Third Committee, which will hear this afternoon the report of the High Commissioner for Refugees.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?
And I have also a list of the major conferences for those of you who are interested.  These are conferences that took place mostly in the 1990s and the first four years of 2000.  So we have that in our office upstairs as well.  Thank you.

* *** *
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