[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 10 September  2003



Other Environment-related News

· Reuters - Mandela Opens World Parks Congress in South Africa
· Reuters - Bushmeat Crisis in Africa Threatens Great Apes 

· Newsday - A Look at the WTO Meeting in Cancun
· BBC - Singapore man 'has Sars'
· BBC - More homes 'will boost wildlife' 


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROLAC
· ROWA







Other UN News


· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  9 September 2003

Agence France Presse

September 9, 2003 Tuesday 9:58 AM Eastern Time

 Top ten environmentally protected areas in the world

    DATELINE: DURBAN, South Africa, Sept 9

    BODY:

    The UN Environment Programme on Tuesday released an updated list of the

    globe's environmentally protected areas at the fifth World Parks Congress in

    South Africa.

    These are the world's 10 largest protected areas:

    1. Greenland's National Park, 97.2 million hectares (240,186,000 acres)

    2. Ar-Rub'al-Khali wildlife management area in Saudi Arabia, 64 million hectares

    (158.1 million acres)

    3. Great Barrier Reef Marine Park in Australia, 34.5 million hectares (85.25 million

    acres)

    4. Northwestern Hawaiian Island's coral reef ecosystem reserve in the United

    States, 34 million hectares (84 million acres)

    5. Amazonia forest reserve in Colombia, 32 million hectares (79 million acres)

    6. Qiang Tang nature reserve in China, almost 25 million hectares (61.78 million

    acres)

    7. Cape Churchill wildlife management area in northern Canada, almost 14 million

    hectares (34.6 million acres)

    8. Northern Wildlife Management Zone in Saudi Arabia, 10 million hectares (24.7

    million acres)

    9. Alto Orinoco-Casiquiare biosphere reserve in Venezuela and Bolivia, eight

    million hectares (19.77 million acres)

    10. Valo do Javari indigenous area in Brazil, eight million hectares

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

September 9, 2003 Tuesday 12:47 PM Eastern Time

World protected areas top 100,000 mark but climate change threatens many

      BYLINE: FIENIE GROBLER

      DATELINE: DURBAN, South Africa, Sept 9

      BODY:

      The number of environmentally protected areas across the globe adds up to more than 100,000, the United

      Nations announced Tuesday, as leading environmentalists warned global warming was already causing

      irreparable damage to many sites.

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) published a new database of protected areas at the opening of

      a 10-day congress on world parks, that kicked off in South Africa's eastern port city of Durban Monday.

      "It lists World Heritage Sites, biosphere reserves and other protected areas... (and) for the first time,

      thousands of sites smaller than 10 square kilometres (four square miles), many of which are in private

      hands," the UN body said in a statement.

      The once-a-decade World Parks Congress, hosted by the World Conservation Union and attended by 2,500

      delegates from 170 countries, aims to take stock of the world's protected areas and set priorities to

      safeguard them. 

      "The area of the world's protected areas is now " the report stated.

      Across the developed and developing world, the UN recorded more than 100,000 protected areas, covering a total area larger than the combined land surface of India and China, making up 11.5 percent of the earth's      land surface.

      But the world's oceans were lagging behind, with protected sites making up less than 0.5 percent of the

      seas and oceans -- representing 70 percent of the globe, the report said.

      Most protected marine sites are in Europe, New Zealand and Australia -- known for its Great Barrier Reef --

      while the east and southern African and south Asian coasts remain badly in need of protection, the report

      said.

      "It makes the Indian Ocean, with its wealth of coral reefs, seagrass, and mangrove forests, perhaps the

      most poorly protected ocean," the report said.

      The head of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) conservation group warned conference delegates that global

      warming was already causing irreversible damage to protected natural areas.

      "It has become abundantly clear that climate change is a new and major threat to protected areas," WWF

      director General Claude Martin told reporters.

      "World leaders must take steps immediately to reduce carbon dioxide emissions if the world's protected areas

      are to avoid irreversible damage."

      Coral reefs are threatened by the phenomemon of bleaching -- caused by warming water temperatures --

      glaciers are melting and entire species and communities are being forced to migrate due to climate

      variations, resulting in a loss of biodiversity, the WWF warned in a report published Tuesday.

      Many environmental experts argue that global warming is predominantly caused by burning fossil fuels for

      energy, releasing carbon dioxide, which they hold 80-percent responsible for the phenomenon of climate

      change.

      Tests have shown that atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide are currently at their highest point in the past

      420,000 years.

      The WWF report included several case studies to illustrate the problem.

      In Coast Rica's Monteverde Cloud Forest -- listed as a protected site -- two amphibian species have

      disappeared due to a drought caused by the El Nino weather pattern in the 1980s.

      El Nino, which occurs every few years, is characterised by the appearance of unusually warm, nutrient-poor

      water off Latin America's Pacific coast, and can have an impact on climate patterns around the world.

      In the Mount Kilimanjaro National Park in Tanzania, home to Africa's highest mountain, scientists predict that

      the area's glaciers will have disappeared by the year 2020 due to climate change.

      In South Africa itself, where the congress is taking place, the Karoo scrubland, which contains 50 percent of  the world's succulent plants, faces a high risk of damage from increasingly arid conditions.

      "This parks congress must recognise that climate change is going to have a severe impact on the implication  of parks management and future of protected areas," the WWF's director said.

      "It will be very shortsighted if we do not consider what we have to do."

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

September 9, 2003 Tuesday 11:04 AM Eastern Time

Globe's protected areas top 100,000 mark but oceans lag behind: UN

      DATELINE: DURBAN, South Africa, Sept 9

      BODY:

      The number of environmentally protected areas across the globe adds up to an impressive 100,000 but

      oceans remain poorly conserved, the United Nations said Tuesday.

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) announced a new database on protected areas at the 10-day

      World Parks Congress (WPC) that started in the South African eastern port city of Durban Monday

      afternoon.

      "It lists World Heritages Sites, biosphere reserves and other protected areas ... (and) for the first time,

      thousands of sites smaller than 10 square kilometres, many of which are in private hands," a UNEP media

      statement said. 

      Until recently, experts had reported 44,000 such areas, but the latest study lists smaller places not counted

      before.

      "The area of the world's protected areas is now far bigger than the land surface of India and China," the

      report stated. "More than 100,000 protected areas have been established across the developed and

      developing world."

      The rate at which new sites were established was higher in previous decades, and is now starting to

      stabilise on land with a renewed focus expected on marine environments.

      Protected areas cover 11.5 percent of the land surface, but less than 0.5 percent of the seas and oceans

      that cover 70 percent of the earth.

      "We need to continue the good work on the land and tackle the big gaps at sea," UNEP executive director

      Klaus Toepfer told reporters.

      Most of the protected marine sites are in Europe, New Zealand and Australia, known for its Great Barrier

      Reef, but the coastlines of southern and eastern Africa and South Asia are lagging behind.

      "It makes the Indian Ocean, with its wealth of coral reefs, seagrass, and mangrove forests, perhaps the

      most poorly protected ocean," the report said.

      The world's largest protected area is Greenland's 97.2 million hectare National Park, followed by the

      Ar-Rub'al-Khali wildlife management area in Saudi Arabia and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park in Australia.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SAPA (South African Press Association)

September 9, 2003

MORE THAN 100,000 PROTECTED AREAS LISTED

      BODY:

      (SUBS: MOVING WITH PARKS-TOPTEN) More than 100,000 protected areas have been established to date

      across the world, according to the United Nations 2003 List of Protected Areas report, released on Tuesday

      at the fifth World Parks Congress (WPC) in Durban. "Crucial progress is being made towards conserving the

      world's most spectacular habitats and wildlife," states the report, compiled by the United Nations

      Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Union (IUCN). It says between 10 percent

      and 30 percent of some of the world's vital natural features, such as the Amazonian rainforests, the Arctic

      tundra and the tropical savannah are now in these protected areas. But the report sounds a warning on

      progress towards conserving other biologically and ecologically important landscapes, saying that in some

      cases this "is proving more sluggish". "Less than 10 percent of the world's large lakes are protected, and

      temperate grasslands typical of Central Asia and the North American prairies, are similarly poorly protected.

      "The rate at which the planet's marine world is gaining protection causes even greater concern. Less than

      half a percent of the world's seas and oceans are within protected areas. "This is despite the importance of

      fisheries and habitats such as coral reefs as sources of protein and employment for billions of people across

      the developed and developing world," the report says. Protected areas listed in the report range from the

      biggest, the vast 97-million hectare Greenland National Park, to thousands of sites smaller than 10 square

      kilometres, many of which are in private hands. The report also lists 14 so-called terrestrial biomes, areas

      classified according to the predominant vegetation, and characterised by adaptations of organisms to that

      particular environment. The fourth WPC -- held in Caracas, Venezuela in 1992 -- set a target calling for at

      least 10 percent of each of these biomes to be protected. Currently, the target for nine out of the 14 has

      been met. The area of the world's protected areas is now larger than the area of land under permanent,

      arable crops. Speaking at a media conference marking the launch of the report, UNEP executive director

      Klaus Toepfer said the global environment movement could be justifiably proud of the growth in protected

      areas. "Since 1962, the year of the first World Parks Congress, the number of (protected) sites has really

      mushroomed, rising from an area of some two million square kilometres to over 18-million today," he said.

      However, numerous challenges remained. "Put simply, we cannot pat ourselves on the backs if we end up

      with islands of well-protected wildlife, habitats and ecosystems in a sea of environmental degradation.

      "Listing areas of land and sea cannot be an end in itself. Nor can protected areas be the privilege of the rich

      and well heeled. "The genetic and natural resources they hold, the 'ecosystem' services they provide, and

      their income generating potential from activities like sustainable tourism, can, if properly focused, be vital

      instruments in fighting poverty, and delivering sustainable development," he said. The congress, which has

      the theme "Benefits Beyond Boundaries", ends on September 17. It is being held in Durban's International

      Convention Centre. Sapa 09/09/03 12-34 C=100
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Xinhua News Agency

September 9, 2003, Tuesday 11:53 AM Eastern Time

Number of protected areas tops 100,000 on earth

      BODY:

      by Chen Ming

      DURBAN, South Africa, Sept. 9 (Xinhua) --More than 100,000 protected areas have been established across  the developed and developing world, 90 percent of which have been listed over the past 40 years.

      The latest figure of the protected areas was announced in a report released here Tuesday by the United

      Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the IUCN-World Conservation Union.

      Between 1872, when Yellowstone National Park was established in the United States, and the early 1960s,

      some 10,000 protected areas were created. 

      The total number of protected areas now stands at 102,102, covering more than 18.8 million sq km,

      according to the report.

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said, "The global environment movement and the United Nations  can be justifiably proud of the growth in protected areas. "

      Since 1962, when the first World Parks Congress was held, the number of such sites has really mushroomed,  rising from an area of some two million sq km to over 18 million sq km today, he said.

      Between 10 percent and 30 percent of some of the planet's vital natural features such as the Amazonian

      rainforests, the Arctic tundra and the tropical savannah grasslands are now held in these protected areas.

      Crucial progress is being made toward conserving the world's most spectacular habitats and wildlife,

      according to specialists attending the ongoing 10-day World Parks Congress, which attracts 2,500 delegates  from 170 countries.

      However, progress toward conserving other biologically and ecologically important landscapes is proving

      more sluggish, the report noted.

      Less than 10 percent of the world's large lakes are protected, and temperate grasslands, typical of Central

      Asia and the North American prairies, are similarly poorly protected.

      The rate at which the planet's marine world is gaining protection causes even greater concern. Less than

      0.5 percent of the world's seas and oceans are within protected areas despite the importance of fisheries

      and habitats such as coral reefs as sources of protein and employment for billions of people across the

      developed and developing world.

      The findings suggest that big efforts will be needed to achieve a representative network of marine protected

      areas by 2012, a key agreement made at last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).

      According to UNEP, the report, the most comprehensive ever, has been compiled by UNEP's World

      Conservation Monitoring Center in Cambridge, United Kingdom, in collaboration with the IUCN-World

      Conservation Union and its World Commission on Protected Areas.

      It also lists World Heritage Sites, Biosphere Reserves and other protected areas ranging from the vast

      Greenland National Park, which at over 97 million hectares is the globe's biggest, to, for the first time,

      thousands of sites smaller than 10 sq km, many of which are in private hands.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

 Protected areas worldwide reach 100,000 

                                 Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) -  More than 100,000 protected areas have been established across the world, according to a  report released Tuesday by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)  and the World Conservation Union (IUCN) at the 5th World Park Congress underway in Durban, South Africa.

                        Findings from the 2003 UN List of Protected Areas indicate that 10-30 percent of some of the planet's vital natural features such  as the Amazonian rainforests, the Arctic tundra and the tropical                        savannah grasslands are now held in these protected areas.

                        The report, however, said progress towards conserving other biologically and ecologically important landscapes was proving more sluggish.

                        Less than 10 percent of the world's large lakes are protected, and temperate grasslands typical of Central Asia and the North American prairies are similarly poorly protected, it stated.

                        "The pace at which the planet's marine world is gaining  protection causes even greater concern. Less than 0.5 per cent of  the world's seas and oceans are within protected areas," the  report bemoaned.

                        It said greater effort would be needed to achieve a  representative network of marine protected areas by 2012, a key agreement made at last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).

                        UNEP and IUCN said crucial progress was being made towards conserving the world's most spectacular habitats and wildlife.

                        "There are numerous challenges facing the 5th Congress. We need  to continue the good work on the land and tackle the big gaps at sea. We also need to work out how to extend the good management                        and local, national and regional benefits arising from protected  areas to the wider world," said UNEP executive director Klaus  Toepfer.

                        He said listing areas of land and sea cannot be an end in itself,  noting that the genetic and natural resources they hold and the 'ecosystem' services they provide as well as their income  generating potential can, if properly focused, be vital  instruments in fighting poverty and in helping to deliver the                        WSSD implementation plan.

                        IUCN director general Achim Steiner said although many park  managers were taking on additional responsibilities for the social and economic welfare of neighbouring communities, the                        equitable sharing of benefits and costs of protected areas  remains a challenge.

                        "Strategies to address this challenge are at the core of many discussions here in Durban," he said.

                        Europe leads the way in terms of the numbers of protected areas with over 43,000 listed, followed by North Eurasia (nearly 18,000), North America (over 13,000) and Australia and New                        Zealand with close to 9,000.

                        The Pacific, with around 320, has the fewest. There are nearly  4,390 in Eastern and Southern Africa with a further 2,600 in  Western and Central Africa.

                        However, in terms of size, it is Central and South America that  have the largest protected area estates, covering almost 25  percent of each of these regions. North America also does well  with 4.5 million sq km or just over 18 percent of the region's land surface.

                        Protected areas cover 1.6 million sq km or over 14.5 percent of  Eastern and Southern Africa and more than 1.1 million sq km or   over 10.5 percent of land in West and Central Africa, according                       to the report.

                        The Pacific has more than 20,000 sq km of protected areas,  representing about 1.5 percent of its land area.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Star (South Africa)

Tax breaks to encourage conservation

September 10, 2003

                      By Tony Carnie

                      Laws are about to be passed which could revolutionise nature conservation by giving                      private landowners generous tax breaks.

                      Chippy Olver, director-general of the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism,                      explained the concept to journalists at the World Parks Congress in Durban yesterday.

                      He said the Property Rating Bill and Protected Areas Bill contained incentives which                      encouraged landowners to consider entering into land partnerships with national parks and other officially recognised protected areas.

                      To qualify for tax breaks, private land buyers would have to enter into binding                      arrangements.

                      While the exact terms needed to be assessed in more detail, Olver said he believed that                      almost overnight it would encourage "every private landowner to think very hard" about  the benefits.

                      Speaking at the launch of the latest UN/World Conservation Union "List of Protected                      Areas" report, Olver said: "For a change, I think we have some good news." 

                      The report says there are now more than 100 000 protected areas around the world, of which nearly 90% had been  established over the past 40 years.

                      South Africa, Olver told delegates, now had 403 legally protected areas covering about 6,6% of the land area and about 17% of the country's coastline.

                      If privately owned conservation land was included, then this amounted to more than                      10% of the land surface. 

                      UN Environment Programme chief Klaus Toepfer faced some awkward questions at the                      launch of the report.

                      He was asked whether it was wise to "let the foxes look after the chickens" by                    encouraging closer alliances between the World Bank, petrol giants such as Shell and                      conservation bodies.

                      Toepfer said there should be complete transparency on these issues.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Business Day (South Africa)

Mbeki urges parks meeting to support Africa's development

Education and Tourism Correspondent 

DURBAN President Thabo Mbeki used the opening of the Fifth World Parks Congress last night to drum up support for the New Partnership for Africa's Development (Nepad) "priority plan" to develop the continent's protected areas as a lever for social and economic upliftment. 

Mbeki's unexpected arrival at the opening, attended by more than 2500 delegates as well as congress patrons former president Nelson Mandela and Queen Noor of Jordan bore testament to his commitment to Nepad's new African Areas Protected Initiative decided on earlier this year. The initiative seeks to develop a well-managed system of protected areas that would meet the environmental and social needs of all African countries. 

Mbeki said the congress theme, Benefits Beyond Boundaries, would look at ways of alleviating the poverty of communities in and around protected areas. He said the world's natural resources and biodiversity were a priceless heritage, which held the key to the many challenges from pharmaceutical properties to strengthening the gene base of SA's basic resources. 

Over the next decade, the world of conservation will have to grapple with many thorny issues such as approaches to the commercialisation of national parks, finding middle ground in the comanagement of parks with communities, and creating effective transfrontier protected areas that facilitate regional peace, growth and development. Undoubtedly, one of the most important challenges facing delegates over the next 10 days is formulating an agreement with controversial land use industries, such as the mining and other extractive sectors, to steer clear of protected areas. 

Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Mohammed Valli Moosa said the congress was timely for Africa, which had prioritised conservation as one of the fundamentals for economic revival across the continent. 

The congress will highlight the benefits protected areas bring to people such as the provision of pure water, clean air, buffers to natural disasters, recreation and spiritual wellbeing. 

Protected areas cover 12% of the earth's surface nearly 19 million square kilometres, an area the size of the US and China combined. More than 120000 protected areas have been established in 130 countries. 

But some areas were protected in name only, and many, even in developed countries, were underfunded, said Klaus Toepfer, the United Nations Environment Programme's executive director. 
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Brasilia Weekly Newspaper

PARA QUE OS NOSSOS NETOS SAIBAM O QUE É UM PEIXE

No início de Setembro, delegados de países do mundo inteiro deslocar-se-ão à cidade sul-africana de Durban, a fim de traçar o caminho a seguir no que se refere a parques nacionais e áreas protegidas do planeta.

Este evento, que se se realiza de dez em dez anos, merece ser celebrado mas, ao mesmo tempo, reflecte preocupações. 

Já passaram muito mais de 100 anos desde a criação da primeira área protegida dos tempos modernos: o Parque Nacional de Yellowstone, nos Estados Unidos. Entretanto, já foi assegurada a protecção a mais de 10% da superfície da terra, uma medida que esteve na origem de inúmeras histórias de sucesso tanto para os seres humanos como para a fauna e flora selvagens.

Infelizmente, porém, tal não aconteceu com o mundo marinho. De facto, os números que vão ser divulgados pelo Centro Mundial de Vigilância da Conservação no V Congresso dos Parques Naturais, organizado pela União Internacional de Conservação da Natureza (UICN), mostrarão que a proporção de oceanos e mares a que foi dado o mesmo tipo de protecção é inferior a 1%.

Mas nem todas as perspectivas são negras. A Austrália, por exemplo, revelou propostas para criar grandes faixas, as chamadas "zonas vedadas a actividades " em toda a Grande Baía de Recifes, em Queensland. Tais zonas, onde serão proibidas a pesca e as indústrias extractivas como a exploração mineira e a dragagem, abrangerão um terço dos 350 000 quilómetros quadrados do parque marinho, em vez dos 5% actuais.

A indústria do turismo, que gera 3 mil milhões de dólares por ano para a economia local e nacional e que emprega mais de 47 000 pessoas está maravilhada com a medida. Acredita que o plano aumentará o número e o tamanho dos peixes que os visitantes podem ver e beneficiará os locais destinados à prática de mergulho, com ou sem equipamento especial.

A Noruega intensificou a sua acção, tendo em vista a proteger os seus recifes de águas frias profundas de Tisler e Fjellknausen.

Seis países da África Ocidental - Cabo Verde, Gâmbia, Guiné, Guiné-Bissau, Mauritânia e Senegal -- anunciaram os seus planos de criação de uma rede de áreas marinhas protegidas, com o objectivo de reduzir a pesca excessiva e as possíveis ameaças resultantes da exploração petrolífera.

Contudo, precisamos de fazer muito mais para preservar, para as gerações actuais e futuras, os oceanos e as suas formas de vida tão ricas e variadas, das quais dependem milhares de milhão de pessoas para obter alimentos e como meio de subsistência.

São muitas as razões que explicam a situação insatisfatória actual. Uma grande parte do mundo marinho está escondida sob as ondas e, por outro lado, os movimentos e estilos de vida dos seus habitantes eram um mistério até há bem poucas décadas.

Ao contrário do que se passa em terra, onde questões como propriedade, títulos de propriedade, direitos consuetudinários e gestão estão muito mais definidas, os oceanos têm sido considerados como áreas que não pertencem a ninguém e de acesso inteiramente livre

Esta situação era possível num mundo de abundância, em que exploradores como Cabot encontraram tanto bacalhau ao largo da costa leste da América do Norte que o avanço dos seus barcos se tornou mais lento, devido à mera densidade dos cardumes. Era possível num mundo em que os expoentes máximos da tecnologia de navegação eram o barco à vela e a piroga. Era possível num mundo onde uma megacidade costeira podia ter alguns milhares de habitantes, em vez de 10 milhões de almas, e em que a poluição, que atingira níveis relativamente baixos, se podia diluir na vastidão dos mares.

No entanto, a capacidade de ir procurar mais depressa e mais longe quantidades cada vez maiores de recursos marinhos e o crescimento da população mundial -- recorde-se que mais de 40% , ou seja, mais do que a população total da década de 50, vivem no litoral -- significam que os oceanos já não podem deixar de ser geridos nem ser tratados como estando livremente abertos a todos.

A entrada em vigor da Convenção da ONU sobre Direito do Mar, a celebração de acordos regionais sobre pescas e o lançamento de iniciativas como o Programa para os Mares Regionais, do PNUA, são alguns dos exemplos mais recentes da atenção acrescida que se presta ao mundo marinho.

Muitas organizações de pescadores, horrorizadas com o colapso das populações de peixes e a destruição de meios de subsistência, exigem também que sejam tomadas medidas. E também percebem que a utilização sem restrições de redes de emalhar de deriva, de redes de arrasto pelo fundo e de redes envolventes-arrastantes significa que, dentro de poucos anos, não restará nos oceanos nada de valor que possa ser capturado.

Da Cimeira Mundial sobre Desenvolvimento Sustentável, que se realizou no ano passado, saiu um Plano de Aplicação que proporciona aos governos, em parceria com a indústria e a sociedade civil, um programa que abrange os oceanos. Entre as suas recomendações, metas e prazos figuram a reconstituição das populações de peixes, de modo a que voltem a atingir níveis saudáveis, até 2015, e a promoção da execução do Programa de Acção Mundial para a Protecção do Meio Marinho contra as Actividades Realizadas em Terra, a fim de reduzir a ameaça da poluição. E, o que é significativo, também exorta à criação de uma rede mundial de áreas marinhas protegidas.

Continuam a colocar-se questões importantes, principalmente nas esferas do funcionamento e da aplicação dos acordos, em especial nos países em desenvolvimento. Mas há provas crescentes de que, quando bem geridas, as áreas marinhas protegidas não só cobrem os custos que lhes são inerentes como podem gerar rendimentos substanciais, beneficiando, assim, os seus habitantes e as economias nacionais.

Na Costa Rica, a indústria do turismo, assente numa rede desenvolvida e bem gerida de áreas terrestres e marinhas, produz cerca de 300 milhões de dólares por ano, isto é, uma quantia muito superior à dos custos de manutenção dessas áreas.

Há ainda quem defenda que as áreas marinhas protegidas não resultam, que há escassas provas de que o encerramento das zonas conduza a uma reconstituição das populações de peixes e outras formas de vida. Mas vá dizer isso aos habitantes e pescadores de Santa Luzia, nas Caraíbas. Desde a criação de "zonas vedadas a actividades", em 1995, as populações de peixes destinados ao comércio duplicou, gerando importantes receitas das exportações e aumentando o abastecimento local.

O tema do Congresso deste ano é "Benefícios para além das fronteiras". Chegou o momento de apoiar entusiasticamente as primeiras medidas deste movimento mundial em prol de áreas marinhas protegidas, para que deixe de haver fronteiras artificiais entre a terra e os oceanos.

A questão já não se pode pôr em termos de saber se necessitamos de parques marinhos, mas sim de quantos e de que dimensão. Não faz o menor sentido ter paraísos simbólicos, ilhas minúsculas de conservação num mar de exploração excessiva. 

Caso contrário, tal como aconteceu com o dodó, os nossos netos ficarão a conhecer as tartarugas, os dugongos e os recifes de coral, nas aulas de história, e caber-nos-á a difícil tarefa de lhes explicar o que é um peixe.

Klaus Toepfer

Director Executivo do

Programa das Nações Unidas para o Ambiente (PNUA)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

September 9, 2003,

 Biosafety protocol enters into force across word

      BODY:

      DURBAN, South Africa, Sept. 9 (Xinhua) --The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, the first legally binding

      international agreement governing the transboundary movement of living modified organisms resulting form

      modern biotechnology, will enter into force on Thursday.

      The statement was made by Hamdallah Zedan, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity

      (CBD), at a press briefing held along with the ongoing 5th World Parks Congress in coastal city of Durban,

      South Africa.

      Treaty, which aims at ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and

      use of living modified organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern bio-technology, was adopted in January 2000

      by member countries to the CBD. 

      On June 13 this year, the Republic of Palau became the 50th state to ratify the protocol, which triggered

      the countdown to the entry into force.

      To date, 57 states and the European Community have ratified it with South Africa being the most recent.

      Zedan said, "This  means that the transboundary movement of LMOs from one country to another will have

      to be in conformity with the provisions of the protocol in cases where both countries are parties to the

      protocol."

      However, he said, "In cases where movement of LMOs involves a party and a non party, such movement

      shall be consistent with the objective of the protocol."

      The protocol establishes a harmonized set of international rules and procedures designed to ensure that

      countries are provided with the relevant information to enable them to make informed decisions before

      agreeing to the import of LMOs.

      It also ensures that LMO shipments are accompanies by appropriate identification documentation.

      Under what is known as the advanced informed agreement procedure, any party shipping LMOs for

      international introduction into the environment for the first time shall have to give prior notification to the

      importing country that is a party to the protocol and provide sufficient information enable it to make an

      informed decisions.

      On the other hand, if a party approves for domestic use and marketing LMOs intended for direct use as food,   feed or processing that may be exported to other countries, that party must communicate its decision and  details about the LMO to the world community via the Biosafety Clearing-House.

      Furthermore, exporters must ensure that all shipments are accompanied by appropriate documentation

      required under the protocol.

      The executive secretary said that effective implementation of the protocol lies with the governments that

      have ratified it, but they can not achieve the objective of the protocol on their own.

      They need the active involvement, action and cooperation of other relevant stakeholders such as business

      and industry, NGOs, scientists, researchers and the media, he said.

      Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, noted that the implementation of the protocol does not mean

      the block of modern technology but safety of the shipment for living modified organisms.

      Governments and civil society are collaborating through the CBD to reverse the tide of devastation that

      humanity has inflicted upon the natural world.

      The stakes are high: although some 40 percent of the world economy is derived directly from biological

      diversity, humanity is pushing ecosystems, species and gene pools to extinction faster than at any times

      since the dinosaurs died out 65 million years ago.

      At present, natural habitats and ecosystems are being destroyed at the rate of over 100 million hectares

      every year. More than 31, 000 plant and animal species are threatened with extinction.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

New Straits Times (Malaysia)

September 9, 2003, Tuesday

Triple bottom line reports for a wider audience

    IN these days of cookie-cutter companies, shrewd corporate entities must distinguish themselves from the herd in order to attract and retain stakeholders. One means of being different - while adding value to   investors - is via triple bottom line reporting.

    In simplest terms, the three lines represent people, profits and the planet. Usually, companies would merely report on their profits - the  single ubiquitous bottom line - in a typical scenario. In triple bottom line, companies report on their social, economic and environmental  performances. 

    Think of the triple bottom line as a crucial pyramid. "Society depends on the economy - and the economy depends on the global ecosystem, whose  health represents the ultimate bottom line," says SustainAbility, the

    international consultancy specialising in sustainable development based in Britain.

    Triple bottom line is virtually synonymous with corporate sustainable reporting; where corporations report on their performance in protecting the environment, enhancing social equity and promoting economic

    development. Triple bottom line reports are not aimed just at investors,but a much broader range of audiences and interests: shareholders, customers, employees, business partners, governments, local communities and the public.

    Not surprisingly, the developed West - home to the world's biggest multinationals and vocal interest groups such as NGOs (non-governmental organisations) and shareholder activists - is fertile ground for triple

    bottom line reporting. "There has been a rapid growth in corporate sustainability reporting with more than 2,000 companies publishing reports worldwide, including 50 per cent of the Global Fortune 100," states a 2002

    report from Stratos Inc, a Canadian-based consultancy specialising in  corporate sustainability reporting.

    Elsewhere, SustainAbility and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recently conducted an international benchmark survey called TrustUs: The 2002 Global Reporters Survey of Corporate Sustainability

    Reporting.

    A total of 235 corporate sustainability reports from around the world was narrowed down to 100 and then whittled down to the top 50. Out of  these 50, Trust Us identified seven leading companies which achieved

    scores over 50 per cent: The Co-operative Bank (finance, Britain), Novo Nordisk (pharmaceuticals, Denmark), BAA (airport operations, Britain), British Telecom (telecommunications, Britain), Rio Tinto (natural   resources, Britain), Royal Dutch / Shell and BP.

    However, there is a marked disparity in reporting even among developed countries. For example, Stratos reports that 26 per cent of Canada's   largest companies report on their sustainability performance, placing

    Canada squarely in the middle ranks of reporting nations. Only 57 companies in nine sectors in Canada prepare environmental, social or    sustainability reports, says Stratos. In comparison, over 80 companies in

    Australia publish sustainability reports.

    In much of Asia, sustainable reporting is in its infancy. Environmental accountability - one of the three primary strands in triple bottom line  reporting - is only just beginning to gain ground. In Malaysia, ACCA (the

    Association of Chartered Certified Accountants)-sponsored research revealed that only eight per cent of KLSE-listed companies currently produce environmental reports.

    One means of promoting triple bottom line reporting is by linking accountability to rewards. As a global champion of transparency and sustainability reporting, ACCA currently runs the CERES-ACCA North America  Awards for Sustainability Reporting, which encompasses reporters  throughout the US and Canada. Out of 19 outstanding entries in 2002, food brands Ben & Jerry's Homemade, Inc (premium ice-cream) and Chiquita Brands

    International, Inc (famed for its fruit juices) were joint winners in stiff competition for the best sustainability report.

    ACCA also organises the long-standing ACCA UK Sustainability Reporting Awards 2002. Winners overlapped with familiar names from the Trust Us Survey: Best Sustainability Report went to the Co-operative Bank while BT   and Shell International were also on the list of award winners.

    Given that the concept of sustainable reporting is nascent in Asia, it is deemed easier to focus on enhancing just a single bottomline; namely,  environmental reporting.

    In 2002, ACCA introduced a series of Environmental Reporting Awards in the Asian countries of Singapore, Pakistan and Malaysia. The Malaysian Environmental Reporting Awards 2002 (MERA 2002) received encouraging support from reporters such as Shell Malaysia and Golden Hope Plantations.  Overall winner Shell Malaysia in particular stood out on the strength of  its stand-alone triple bottom line report.   ACCA Environmental Reporting Awards (ACCA MERA) 2003 is now open for   participation. ACCA MERA 2003 aims to promote voluntary environmental reporting practices among organisations in Malaysia. The Award is endorsed  by the Department of Environment of Malaysia. Closing date is Nov 30. For    further details please contact Zaiti Ali at 03-2713-5051 or visit  www.accaglobal.com/sustainability

                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn (Internet edition)

90% pollution in cities caused by vehicles: minister 
By Our Staff Reporter 


RAWALPINDI, Sept 9: Federal Minister for Industries and Production Liaquat Ali Jatoi has underlined the need for keeping the environment healthy and clean to avoid potential health hazards. 

He said this while speaking at the concluding session of a two-day short course on 'recent advancements in air pollution monitoring and control' here on Tuesday. The workshop was held at the Institute of Environmental Science and Engineering, a constituent of the National University of Sciences and Technology. 

The minister said the environment in Pakistan was under great stress, mainly due to rapid industrialization, high consumption of fossil fuels, and increase in population. The country, he said, is confronted with a number of air pollution problems. 

The gaseous pollutants like sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide etc., are not only affecting the human beings but also flora and fauna, and climate. 

He observed that motor vehicles were producing 90 per cent of total emission of pollutants in cities, and air pollution was a major cause for the spread of infectious diseases. Toxic air affects the respiratory system, transmits allergens and spreads cancer on large scale. It causes skin diseases and has an overall adverse effect on human body, he added. 

The federal minister said Pakistan, being a signatory to the international protocols and a member of UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO and WHO, was obliged to pay attention towards air pollution control and cleaner environment. He stressed the need for creating awareness about air pollution and latest developments and techniques to counter the menace. 

The minister asked Nust to send the recommendations of the short course to his ministry for implementation in the industrial sector. 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr M. Ashraf Gondal, a guest scholar, said he had visited many environmental laboratories established at the universities in Germany, Italy, Australia and the US. He also claimed to have developed advanced techniques in air pollution monitoring at King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 

He stressed the need for establishing proper air quality monitoring system at various industrial complexes and the city centres. 

He added that modern techniques should be developed by sharing the resources of different government agencies, universities and private sector to overcome the alarming situation in the country. 

Earlier, in his welcoming remarks, principal of the Institute Dr M. Anwar Baig informed the course participants that breathing clean air was everybody's right. He added that it was more important and sacrosanct than one's fundamental right to practice any profession or to carry out any trade or to establish an industry that might pollute air. Monitoring of air pollutants is important to control the situation. 

In the end, the minister distributed certificates among the participants of the course. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Mandela Opens World Parks Congress in South Africa

  JOHANNESBURG - Nelson Mandela told the start of a global nature parks meeting this week he was heartened that strategies to fight

  poverty were being twinned with the battle to conserve the planet's natural heritage. 

  "I am encouraged to learn that the contribution protected areas can make to the alleviation of poverty is going to be given serious consideration over the next few days," the 85-year-old statesman told conservationists in the South African port city of Durban. 

  Mandela was speaking at the start of the 5th World Parks Congress, which will focus on the world's protected nature areas and how poor  countries can make conservation pay for itself. 

  South African President Thabo Mbeki and Jordan's Queen Noor shared the podium with the revered Mandela, the country's first black  president. 

  Mbeki highlighted poverty and human hunger as key threats to the environment. 

  "The mere search for food among poor people, who have limited access to the various means to sustain life...has put pressure and will continue to put pressure on the national parks in poor countries," he said in prepared remarks. 

  About 2,500 delegates are expected to attend the 10-day conference, run by the IUCN (World Conservation Union). 

  The theme is "Benefits Beyond Boundaries," which broadly refers to extending the gains of conservation outside park borders, for  example by providing ecotourism jobs for nearby rural communities. 

  The congress will draw up a global conservation plan or accord which will look at ways to make conservation self-financing. 

  The IUCN says much progress had been made since the last congress in Venezuela in 1992, with about 12 percent of the planet's surface  now classified as "protected" - double the area 10 years ago. These conferences have been held once a decade since 1962. 

  "This Congress could not have come at a better time for Africa, as we are looking at (our) economic revival...with conservation being one  of the fundamental priorities," said South Africa's Environment Minister Valli Moosa. 

  According to the IUCN's 2002 Red List of Endangered Species, there are 11,167 species of animals and plants known to be threatened with  extinction. 

  Its 2000 Red List estimated almost one in four mammal species and one in eight bird species are at some risk. 

  Story Date: 10/9/2003 

  Back to Top

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Bushmeat Crisis in Africa Threatens Great Apes 

  MANCHESTER, England - Africa's multi-million dollar bushmeat industry is threatening species like gorillas and chimpanzees with extinction, conservationists said this week. 

  But the meat from wild animals is a key source of food and livelihood for poor people in countries in central and western Africa with crumbling economies. 

  Scientists at the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) told a British conference that better management of the trade is needed to eliminate  the threat to great apes without further harming poor rural communities. 

  "The bushmeat trade can be very emotive and some of the pictures that come out of the bushmeat markets can be quite horrifying to western eyes but the important thing to remember is that people who are hunting and eating bushmeat generally do not have any other  options," said Dr Guy Cowlishaw of the ZSL. 

  "Part of what we are doing is trying to create more options for those people," he added. 

  Scientists from the ZSL, who studied the impact of the bushmeat trade in a village in the Democratic Republic of Congo, are developing  models to improve its management to reduce the threat to endangered species without harming local communities, some of which depend  on the meat for as much as a quarter of their income. 

  Cowlishaw said key components of the model would be to help make trade sustainable by encouraging the hunting of smaller, plentiful  species such as rodents, cane rats and antelopes which have higher reproductive rates and to help countries enforce laws to control the  trade. 

  "Certainly for us one of the concerns we are dealing with is how to support those countries to implement those laws and to find ways to  manage the trade which doesn't require a heavy degree of implementation," Cowlishaw said 

  "The next stage now is to...try it in the field." 

  The national value of the bushmeat trade in African countries ranges between $20 million to $200 million. An estimated one to five million  tonnes of bushmeat per year comes from the Congo Basin alone. The wild meat supplies 50-85 percent of the protein requirements of  tropical forest-dwelling communities in Africa, according to the ZSL. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Newsday

A Look at the WTO Meeting in Cancun

By The Associated Press

September 9, 2003, 3:20 PM EDT

WHAT: Founded in 1995 and based in Geneva, the World Trade Organization creates the laws that govern

international trade between its members. 

WHO: 146 members from around the world. 

WHEN: The WTO is having its fifth ministerial meeting, with trade ministers from every country expected to attend a five-day gathering starting  Wednesday. The meeting is the halfway stage in the current "round" of trade liberalization negotiations. Ministers must make a number of crucial decisions on the scope and extent of the talks, which are supposed to lead to a binding treaty by the end of next year. 

WHERE: The convention center, located in the so-called "party center" of Cancun, Mexico. 

WHY: To make decisions on several subjects in the treaty, including agriculture, and to decide whether to start talks in four new areas, including foreign investment. 

In agriculture, countries are keen to protect their national interests. While big exporters and many developing countries want to see major cuts to U.S. and EU farm subsidies, the United States and Europe want others to reduce their import tariffs dramatically. Poor nations in Africa are demanding a rapid end to subsidies on cotton in the United States, the European Union and China. 

The WTO also will admit two new members, Cambodia and Nepal. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Singapore man 'has Sars' 

     The deadly Sars virus has returned, according to the Singapore health ministry. 

     A 27-year-old Singaporean student has tested positive for Sars, ministry officials said, becoming the first new case of the pneumonia-like respiratory disease in five months. 

     The World Health Organization has said the new case does not represent a  general threat to public health. 

     The WHO's test for Sars demands X-ray proof of a pneumonia-like virus but the student has had three X-rays none of which has shown such changes in his lungs. 

     But two blood tests for the virus have proved positive, and the authorities are taking no chances. 

     The man, who has not been named, had been working in a microbiology laboratory in the National University of Singapore. 

             If anybody knows about Sars, it's Singapore   Peter Cordingley   Who spokesman 

     The laboratory had been used for Sars research, but other workers there tested negative for the virus, and it is not know if this was the cause. 

     "It appears to be a single isolated case," the Ministry of Health said in a statement. 

     Singapore's acting Health Minister, Khaw Boon Wan, said he thought the man posed a "low public health risk" because he was isolated quickly. 

     But, as a further precautionary measure, Singapore health authorities have quarantined 25 people who had been in contact with him. 

     Precautionary steps 

     The BBC's Clive Myrie, who is in Singapore, says the authorities stress that this is an isolated case, that Sars is not a widespread public threat, that enough precautionary measures are being taken. 

     But, he says the news that the killer virus is back will alarm many - not just here but across the globe. 

     The WHO said the case was not typical of Sars. 

     "It doesn't meet all our criteria," the WHO regional spokesman Peter Cordingley told Associated Press. 

     "We are not challenging the Singapore Government's conclusions. If anybody knows about Sars, it's Singapore. 

     "There are just some pieces missing. We are looking for more information," he said. 

     "It appears to us that nobody else is infected so it doesn't look at this stage as if we're looking at human-to-human infection. 

     "We'd like to know what the source is of this infection," Mr Cordingley said. 

     Singapore was declared Sars-free on 31 May by the WHO, but has maintained a high level of  vigilance against a possible comeback of the virus. 

     It originated in China late last year and killed more than 800 people before being contained in July. 

     Singapore recorded 33 deaths from the disease, and another 328 were infected. 

     In Hong Kong, which was the worst-hit country, after China, during the Sars global outbreak, the health authorities have been put on high alert. 

     Medical staff at all public and private hospitals have been warned to be on the lookout for  patients with Sars symptoms. Monitoring at the borders and the airport has also been stepped up 

     Warning 

     Shortly before Singapore discovered its suspected new case, the head of the World Health Organization had warned the disease could re-appear. 

     "None of us can predict what will happen later this year," director general Lee Jong-wook told  a regional conference of health specialists. 

     "We have to prepare on the assumption that this will come back," he added. 

     A WHO spokesman said the disease - which is believed to have jumped from animals to humans - could do so again. 

     "We think it's quite likely lurking in the wild animal population in southern China," spokesman  Peter Cordingley told Reuters news agency. 

     What is your reaction to this latest Sars outbreak? Send us your comments 

___________________________________________________________________________

     More homes 'will boost wildlife' 

     By Jonathan Amos 

     BBC News Online science staff, in Salford 

     Building new housing estates on farmland would actually improve the environment in many instances, English Nature told the British Association science festival here on Tuesday. 

     Spokesmen for the government's wildlife advisory body said intensive agriculture had driven many plants and animals out of the rural setting and sensible property development might be the best way to get them back. 

     Dr Keith Porter said low-density developments with gardens and public open spaces would provide more favourable habitats for species than the giant pesticide-treated cereal fields that dominate much of the countryside now. 

     "By placing housing in these areas with innovative designs you can build in the corridors and the linkage the wildlife need to come back in," he said. "You would be certain to increase biodiversity." 

     Major programme 

     His comments might seem to jar with the traditional position on development in the countryside but Dr Porter, an environmental information officer, said policies

     had to take account of economic realities. 

     "Three-quarters of our land is used by agriculture but the contribution to the GDP is only 1%," he explained. 

     "Clearly, in the hard world of economics, there are better ways to use the some of that land to create a more sustainable future, part of which is greater  biodiversity." 

     The government has unveiled plans to build hundreds of thousands of new houses in south-east England, to tackle a severe shortage of affordable homes. 

     The homes will go in the London-Cambridge M11 corridor, Milton Keynes, Thames Gateway and Ashford in Kent. 

     Dr Porter stressed his comments were not an argument for unrestrained development but he said English Nature would be working with planners to see that innovative design enhanced the prospects for wildlife. 

     "We need to put some of the structure back into the countryside which the efficiency of modern farming has taken out. 

     "This could enable animals and plants to move around and enable our hydrology, or water, systems to work again to alleviate some of the flooding we've seen in the cities." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP in the news

Protected areas worldwide reach 100,000

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - More than 100,000 protected areas have been established across the world, according to a report released Tuesday by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Union (IUCN) at the 5th World Park Congress underway in Durban, South Africa. Findings from the 2003 UN List of Protected Areas indicate that 10-30 percent of some of the planet's vital natural features such as the Amazonian rainforests, the Arctic tundra and the tropical savannah grasslands are now held in these protected areas. The report, however, said progress towards conserving other biologically and ecologically important landscapes was proving more sluggish. Less than 10 percent of the world's large lakes are protected, and temperate grasslands typical of Central Asia and the North American prairies are similarly poorly protected, it stated. "The pace at which the planet's marine world is gaining protection causes even greater concern. Less than 0.5 per cent of the world's seas and oceans are within protected areas," the report bemoaned. It said greater effort would be needed to achieve a representative network of marine protected areas by 2012, a key agreement made at last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). UNEP and IUCN said crucial progress was being made towards conserving the world's most spectacular habitats and wildlife. "There are numerous challenges facing the 5th Congress. We need to continue the good work on the land and tackle the big gaps at sea. We also need to work out how to extend the good management and local, national and regional benefits arising from protected areas to the wider world," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer. IUCN director general Achim Steiner said although many park managers were taking on additional responsibilities for the social and economic welfare of neighboring communities, the equitable sharing of benefits and costs of protected areas remains a challenge. "Strategies to address this challenge are at the core of many discussions here in Durban," he said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011457&dte=09/09/2003
General Environmental news

Climate Change, Major Threat to Protected Areas

BuaNews (Pretoria): Unless countries - particularly the most industrialized nations – reduce gas emissions by about 60 to 80 percent by 2050, climate change will continue to have serious consequences on the world's protected areas. This according to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), which released a report 'No place to hide: Effects of Climate Change on Protected Areas' during the second day of the 10-day World Parks Congress here. WWF Director General Claude Martin appealed to the Congress to take cognizance of the effects of climate change which had led to heat waves, droughts, an increase in forest fires, rise in global sea level thus having 'drastic consequences for protected areas.  'Since the last World Parks Congress ten years ago nobody talked about climate change and nobody could have predicted the effects of climate change on protected areas.' He said it had become abundantly clear that climate change was a new and major threat to protected areas. 'We (would) like to appeal to the congress that whatever comes out here there should be a strong recognition of climate change on PA. It will be shortsighted not to do so,' said Dr Martin. He said countries like the US, which contributes about 25 percent of global gas emissions, needed to make a 'power switch' from coal to clean energy that includes wind, solar and biomass sources. 'World leaders must take steps immediately to reduce carbon dioxide emissions if the world's protected areas are to avoid irreversible damage. Alien species is usually a sign of something happening in your protected areas,' he explained.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309090278.html
Mbeki Urges Parks Meeting to Support Africa's Development

Business Day (Johannesburg): President Thabo Mbeki used the opening of the Fifth World Parks Congress last night to drum up support for the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) "priority plan" to develop the continent's protected areas as a lever for social and economic upliftment. Mbeki's unexpected arrival at the opening, attended by more than 2500 delegates as well as congress patrons former president Nelson Mandela and Queen Noor of Jordan bore testament to his commitment to Nepad's new African Areas Protected Initiative decided on earlier this year. The initiative seeks to develop a well-managed system of protected areas that would meet the environmental and social needs of all African countries. Mbeki said the congress theme, Benefits Beyond Boundaries, would look at ways of alleviating the poverty of communities in and around protected areas. He said the world's natural resources and biodiversity were a priceless heritage, which held the key to the many challenges from pharmaceutical properties to strengthening the gene base of SA's basic resources. Over the next decade, the world of conservation will have to grapple with many thorny issues such as approaches to the commercialization of national parks, finding middle ground in the comanagement of parks with communities, and creating effective transfrontier protected areas that facilitate regional peace, growth and development. Undoubtedly, one of the most important challenges facing delegates over the next 10 days is formulating an agreement with controversial land use industries, such as the mining and other extractive sectors, to steer clear of protected areas.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309090150.html
Durban Congress to draw from Madagascar's experience 

Antananarivo, Madagascar (PANA) - At the invitation of the World Conservation Union (UICN), President Marc Ravalomanana is to brief the 5th World Congress on Parks holding in Durban, on Madagascar's experience in environment protection. The Malagasy leader would also be awarded the "Earth Donation" certificate. The extension of protected areas in Madagascar is part of the country's programme to halve the incidence of poverty by 2015. A 10-strong delegation including Environment minister Rabotoarison Charles and technicians of the World Wildlife Fund  (WWF) is accompanying Ravalomanana to the forum.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011455&dte=09/09/2003
Safe management of South African wildlife on a tightrope
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The safe management of South African wildlife balances on a tightrope, as the country's newest environmental legislation - the Biodiversity and Protected Areas Bills - fails to rein in those in charge of managing the nation's fragile ecology and wilderness areas. This is the view of the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) which said the proposed new Bills took a utilitarian view of wildlife and did not adhere to fundamental principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity. "It gives management authoritarian control in that it gives them overarching rights and powers to determine the way to control and manage protected areas and the creatures that inhabit them," said Jason Bell-Leask, Southern Africa Director of IFAW. Both Bills have been the subject of public hearings and will shortly go before the Portfolio Committee on Environment and Tourism for final deliberation before being presented to South Africa's Parliament for approval later this month.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011437&dte=09/09/2003
Nigeria reviews implementation of ozone protocol 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - Manufacturers in Nigeria converged on the commercial city of Lagos Tuesday to review the implementation of the Montreal Protocol on the ozone layer, to which Nigeria is a signatory. Representatives of national governments reached the agreement in the Canadian city of Montreal in 1987 after reviewing the destruction of ozone layer and the role of chlorofluorocarbons  (CFCs) -- chemical compounds used as aerosol propellants, sterilants, coolants and solvents in electronic industry and in the production of insulating foam.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng011483&dte=09/09/2003
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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ENERGY-SOUTH AMERICA:
Brazil's New Gas Finds Could Modify Integration 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Sep 9 (IPS) - The news that Brazil is also rich in natural gas may change the scenario in which this country is attempting to renegotiate a 10-year-old contract for gas imports from Bolivia, and could modify the thrust towards integration of South America's energy sector. 

Brazil's state-run oil company Petrobras recently reported that according to new measurements, there are an estimated 419 billion cubic metres of natural gas in the Santos basin, off the coast of the southeastern city of Sao Paulo. An earlier estimate, first announced in April, pointed to 70 billion cubic metres. 

The new assessment triples Brazil's potential gas reserves to a total of 650 billion cubic metres. That means natural gas, which now accounts for three percent of the country's total energy production, could account for 12 percent by 2010 -- a goal that would be achieved without increasing imports of gas. 

The discovery of the huge new reserves could change the current scenario in which Brazil is a major importer of natural gas surrounded by suppliers like Argentina, Bolivia, Peru and Venezuela, and promotes the integration of regional energy infrastructure, by building multiple cross-border gas pipelines. 

Nevertheless, Petrobras director of exploration and production, Guilherme Estrella, said the discovery of the enormous reserves in Santos would not affect the ongoing negotiations with Bolivia in which Brazil is trying to modify the terms of the agreement under which it imports gas from that Andean country. 

The price of Bolivia's gas, which is fixed in dollars and based on international market prices, is now 30 percent higher than the cost of the gas Brazil imports from Argentina or produces itself, and the discovery of reserves in Santos will only accentuate that difference. 

Although the Santos basin reserves are 130 kms off the Atlantic coast, they are located near the main gas-consuming markets in southeastern Brazil, the country's most industrialised region, which is why the gas could cost one-third less than imports from Bolivia, said Ildo Sayuer, Petrobras director of gas and energy. 

The price of the imports from Bolivia includes the cost of pumping the gas through the 3,150-km pipeline running from Bolivia's gasfields to Sao Paulo, and the branches that run to central and southern Brazil. The pipeline cost 2.15 billion dollars to build. 

The contract which Brazil wants to modify is based on the ''take-or-pay'' system, under which the buyers pay for a given contracted volume of gas, even if they consume less. 

Brazil is thus paying for 24 million cubic metres of gas a day, although consumption currently stands at just 14 million cubic metres. 

Under the agreement signed with Bolivia in the early 1990s, imports are to steadily increase to a maximum of 30 million cubic metres a day between 2007 and 2019, when the contract expires. 

But the projected rise in consumption of natural gas in Brazil did not come about, which means that under the contract as it now stands, Brazil will pay higher and higher prices for gas imports from Bolivia. 

Only a few of the gas-fired thermoelectric plants that were to spring up all over Brazil, ad which would have represented a major leap in demand, were actually built. The steep prices have also undermined industry's aim to replace traditional fuel sources with natural gas. 

When the contract was originally signed, ''it seemed like a fantastic deal'' that would enable Brazil to diversify its sources of energy, making up for this country's scant reserves of natural gas, and that would give a major boost to the South American integration process, George Hawrylyshyn, who founded the Brazil Energy magazine 24 years ago, told IPS. 

Take-or-pay agreements are normal in business deals of this kind, he noted, because they provide a guarantee for the suppliers and help ensure that the necessary investments are made. But perhaps ''a more in-depth study of the market'' should have been carried out, to make more reliable projections of future demand, he added. 

Petrobras, which recently lost its monopoly on oil exploration, production and importation, ''did not have a 'culture of gas', which it looked down on until then, nor did it have experience in this kind of negotiations,'' he said. 

But in his view, the big problem was the price fixed in dollars, which meant the cost of the gas imports was already high when the Bolivia-Brazil pipeline began to operate in June 1999, since Brazil's local currency, the real, had crashed in January. 

The devaluation also curtailed the growth of local demand for natural gas, which would have brought down costs. 

The agreement with Bolivia is a stumbling block for Brazil's energy policy, but this country will live up to the terms of the contract until it expires, although it will also continue pushing for more favourable conditions, said Mauricio Tolmasquim, executive secretary -- deputy minister in practice -- of the Ministry of Mines and Energy. 

However, Brazil has made no headway towards that goal in the four meetings held in the past few months to renegotiate the contract with Bolivia's state-run gas supplier, Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales Bolivianos. 

Bolivian President Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada stated during a visit to Brazil in April that his country did not believe the contract needed to be revised, arguing that the price of the gas exports was mainly the result of the high cost of transporting it through the pipeline, which is controlled by Petrobras. 

Bolivia's total exports to Brazil soared from 23 million dollars in 1999 to 396 million in 2002, due mainly to natural gas exports. 

Estrella said it would take around eight years for the Santos basin gas reserves to begin to reach consumers, including between two and four years to assess actual reserves, and another four years to begin to develop and distribute the gas. 

Nevertheless, analysts say the discovery of Brazil's huge reserves will fuel the development of a major market for natural gas, due to the outlook of cheaper prices. 

Minister of Mines and Energy Dilma Roussef said the door has opened for Brazil to begin to formulate a new national policy on gas. 

Besides the new impetus for building gas-fired thermoelectric plants and for increasing residential and industrial gas consumption, the use of natural gas in cars instead of gasoline and diesel fuel will grow, since it is a cheaper and cleaner fuel. Around 600,000 vehicles already run on natural gas in Brazil. 

Although authorities have not come right out and said so, the newly discovered Santos basin reserves are a new ace up Brazil's sleeve in the negotiations with Bolivia and with other neighbours who export oil and gas, say analysts. (END/2003)

WTO-CANCUN:
Trade Ministers Arrive Amidst Gloomy Forecasts 

Diego Cevallos 


MEXICO CITY, Sep 9 (IPS) - On the eve of the WTO's Fifth Ministerial Conference it is difficult to find anyone who predicts a happy ending, one with loud applause for its success, as occurred at the Fourth ministerial two years ago in Doha, Qatar. 

The forecasts of World Trade Organisation officials, of trade ministers, analysts and representatives of civil society groups range from moderate optimism to total failure, due to the inability to reach prior agreements on farm trade, a key issue in the trade-liberalising negotiations. 

WTO director-general Supachai Panitchpakdi says that, unlike what some observers have suggested, the meeting of the organisations 146 member states is not a question of winning and losing. 

”It will be neither a success nor a failure,” the official told the Mexican newspaper El Universal, referring to the Sep. 10-14 meeting of trade officials in the resort city of Cancun, on Mexico's Caribbean coast. 

The aim of the Cancun meet is not to initiate or wrap up trade talks, Panitchpakdi stressed. 

Eduardo Ramos, director of international programmes at Mexico's economy ministry, said in an IPS interview that ”spectacular decisions” should not be expected in Cancun, because it is a follow-up meeting and that discrepancies persist among the member countries. 

The objective of the Cancun ministerial conference is to advance the trade-liberalising talks laid out in what is known as the Doha Development Agenda, defined by the WTO ministers at their fourth conference, held in November 2001 in the Qatar capital. 

The Doha Agenda, which sets January 2005 as the negotiations deadline, aims to bring developing countries closer to the presumed benefits of free trade through measures that must be adopted unanimously by the 146 WTO members. 

If the Doha Agenda is implemented and if the farm subsidies applied by the nations of the industrialised North are gradually eliminated, global welfare would improve to the tune of 748 billion dollars, says the WTO in its 2003 annual report. 

Trade growth associated with the reduction of agricultural subsidies -- which amongst the rich nations of the North total almost a billion dollars a day -- would allow a reduction in poverty worlldwide of no less than 13 percent by 2015, according to the WTO. 

Germán de la Reza, expert in trade and integration, told IPS that ”the conversations between the United States and Western Europe to reduce agricultural subsidies have not let up, which suggests that their representatives will have an additional proposal to announce in Cancun.” 

”No country wants the ministerial conference to fail, because at stake is a great deal of previous effort and resources as well as interests,” said the expert. 

But the discrepancies in the farm trade talks do not seem to be attenuating. A bloc of 20 developing countries, led by Brazil, is demanding that the EU and United States go farther in dismantling their systems for supporting farmers and subsidising agricultural exports than proposed in an EU-U.S. initiative last month. 

The tensions reached the point that EU agriculture commissioner Franz Fischler said the demands of the 20 countries gave ”the impression that they are circling in a different orbit.” 

If the group of developing countries continues ”their space odyssey, they will not get the stars, they will not get the moon, they will simply end up with empty hands,” said Fischler. 

Robert Zoellick, the U.S. trade representative, in regards to the discord, warned that if the WTO negotiations fail, Washington would hammer out trade deals with those countries that want to ”move forward”. 

Oxfam International, the Britain-based humanitarian organisation, states in its report ”Running into the Sand in Cancun”, that the Fifth Ministerial Conference is the final opportunity for industrialised countries to comply with what has been dubbed the Doha Round of negotiations. 

”Failure at Cancun would do to the WTO what the Iraq war did to the United Nations: undermine its influence and marginalize it,” says Oxfam. 

The Latin American Economic System (SELA, for its Spanish initials) joined others with its hardly optimistic predictions, stating that it is unlikely that the trade ministers in Cancun will achieve positive results, given that the preparatory talks could not resolve key differences between the industrialised North and the developing South. 

Among those who forecast a total fiasco -- some of whom admit that this is their goal -- are various civil society organisations that are participating in the People''s Forum for Alternatives to the WTO, a count-event of nearly a thousand groups taking place parallel to the official meet in Cancun. 

”We are staking our bets on the complete reformulation of the WTO,” so a complete failure of the ministers' conference ”would be best,” Héctor de la Cueva, spokesman for the Mexican Network of Action Against Free Trade, told IPS. 

Thousands of delegates from non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and independent activists, who say they are against the globalisation model being negotiated at the WTO, are gathering this week in Cancun's parks and plazas, while the ministers meet at a modern convention centre. 

The objective of many participants in the alternative forums and protests is to ”derail” the ministerial conference. 

Mexican economy official Ramos is calling upon the trade representatives to make the greatest effort to attain agreements. ”Mexico, as host, is drawing on all its abilities to bring the different parties together,” he said. 

The agreement reached last week on facilitating poor countries' access to low-cost, generic medicines is an example to be followed, said Ramos. 

The official noted that the WTO members, after two years of negotiations, agreed Aug. 30 that developing countries can import generic drugs for fighting health emergencies such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. 

Generics are identified by their active ingredients and are much cheaper than their trademarked equivalents, owned by transnational pharmaceutical laboratories. 

However, on other trade issues, like industrial tariffs, market access, intellectual property, investment and agriculture, among others, negotiations are still pending -- and time is up for any pre-conference accord. 

Gobind Nankani, vice-president of the poverty reduction network of the World Bank, says the success of the Doha Round is of crucial importance because it could ”make a difference for millions of poor people around the world.” 

An agreement on reducing farm subsidies is essential, he said, noting that the sums the rich countries give their farmers is greater than the combined gross domestic product of Africa and is six times the total spent on development aid worldwide. 

But the path of the negotiations has not yet been able to eliminate farm supports or produce accords on other issues, meaning that ”the strong and open trade” that the WTO says is necessary for global development remains in its nascent stages, just like the __________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

 Bahrain

Wildlife Protection Day boost

BAHRAIN'S annual National Wildlife Protection Day is being broadened, to include the environment as a whole. The celebration, on February 4 each year, will now promote protecting the whole environment, rather than just the wildlife within it. 

The move to broaden the aim of the celebration comes under instructions from Public Commission for Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

Its brief will now include protecting the various natural resources in the country, developing natural sanctuaries and protecting marine life and related areas, according to a statement from the commission

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=61112&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26173
UAE

10 tonnes of dates removed from the sea

In an operation that lasted over four hours, the Marine Environment and Sanctuaries Unit of the Environment Protection and Safety Section (EPSS) at Dubai Municipality, last Saturday removed 10 tonnes of packed dates that were dumped overboard by workers of a dhow, which almost capsized because of overloading. 

"The dhow's capacity is 200 tonnes, while it was loaded with freight of twice that limit. The extra weight caused the vessel, which was berthed at Pool No. 4 of quay 7, to tilt on one side and take on water. The workers on the dhow then started dumping crates of local dates in an attempt to stop it from sinking," Mohammed Abdul Rahman Hassan, head of the unit told Khaleej Times.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september233.xml
Ford Grants to announce aid for ecology projects

The availability of water and its quality has become a major environmental concern around the world including the Middle East where water resources are one of the most important issues. 

The Ford Motor Company Conservation and Environmental Grants 2003, which supported many a projects on environmental conservation, including funding for a research on 'intelligent irrigation' in the UAE last year, will announce the winners of the AGCC and Levant countries for this year's grants later this month.

Tareq Al Zabet's water conservation project, which received  $4,000, was among a large number of environmental and conservation projects rewarded by the Ford Grants last year. His project was one of the 13 applications in 2002 that received a total of $90,000 from the  Ford  Grants, while other projects in all nine AGCC and Levant countries received grants ranging from  $1,000 to  $10,000.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september223.xml
Jordan

Jordan facing 2 environment challenges

A shortage of natural resources and rapid population growth are the primary challenges facing Jordan's environment, a senior official said Monday. 

During an address at a seminar held here on ways to dispose of waste, focusing on Akeider landfill, Environment Minister Hisham Gharaibeh called for joint national campaigns to promote environment awareness and to educate the public on the importance of maintaining a sound and clean environment. 

The minister briefed the audience on the role of the ministry, urging other state agencies and NGOs to accept their environmental responsibilities as well. 

The head of the services council, Mamoun Alawneh, said Akeider landfill was one of the major environmental problems in Irbid, noting that garbage from five of the 12 governorates in the Kingdom's 12 was collected at the facility. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews8.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE  SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Secretary-General’s Spokesman

           Good Afternoon.

           **SG to Geneva

           The Secretary-General will travel to Geneva, Switzerland, this afternoon to attend two meetings.

           The first, on Friday, is an extraordinary meeting of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee.  And what’s

     extra-ordinary about that is that it will be attended by the heads of all the organizations that participate.  That, by the

     way, is the umbrella group that coordinates the humanitarian work of the United Nations with that of non-governmental

     organizations and the Red Cross movement.

           The Secretary-General convened this meeting, which will take place Friday morning at the Palais des Nations,

     to discuss the future role and presence of humanitarian actors in Iraq, as well as the issues revolving around the need

     to ensure a humanitarian presence in insecure environments, more generally.

           **P-5 Meeting on Iraq

           Then on Saturday, the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council and the

     Secretary-General will hold a meeting on the subject of Iraq.  The meeting is to review the current situation, consider

     options for the future, including on the security situation, the political transition and economic recovery in Iraq and

     examine the implications for the role of the United Nations.  The Secretary-General hopes that the meeting will enable

     the permanent members to identify important points of convergence with the aim of ultimately allowing the full Council

     to arrive at a consensus that will accelerate the return to stability and the early restoration of Iraqi national sovereignty.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has scheduled consultations on Libya at 12:15 p.m. today.

           Then, at 12:30 p.m., the Security Council is scheduled to hold a meeting with a view to vote on whether to lift

     UN sanctions on Libya.  We will let you know as soon as the speakers’ list is available.

           Then, at 3:30 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled a meeting with troop-contributing countries to the UN

     Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea.  The Secretary-General’s latest report on Ethiopia and Eritrea was issued last Friday.

           **Middle East

           Yesterday, we put out two statements regarding the Middle East, saying that the Secretary-General is greatly

     troubled by the intensifying cycle of violence, retaliation and revenge between Israelis and Palestinians.  He deplores

     the tendency of both sides to disregard their obligation to protect civilians under international humanitarian law.

           In the other statement, the Secretary-General voiced the hope that the resignation of Palestinian Prime

     Minister Abu Mazen will not derail efforts, embodied in the Quartet’s Road Map, to forge peace between Israelis and

     Palestinians.

           The Secretary-General is distressed by the latest news of a bombing in Tel Aviv just a short time a go. We are

     trying to gather more information on that attack before responding further.

           **Liberia

           An eight-member advance team of the Government of Liberia -– the Transition Committee of the Government of

     Liberia -- visited the UN offices in Monrovia today. 

           The team had been dispatched to confer on preparations for the installation of the transitional government on

     14 October.  The discussion centred around ways the transitional government and the United Nations could work in

     partnership once the Security Council has approved a mandate for the new mission.

           Both sides emphasized the need to establish conditions of security in the country.  The lack of security, law

     and order in many parts of Liberia are still hampering humanitarian operations in Liberia, according to the UN High

     Commissioner for Refugees.  Despite these constraints, UNHCR said aid workers continued to work where they could.

           UNHCR also says that it is growing increasingly concerned about the fate of thousands of Ivorian refugees

     scattered along Liberia’s eastern border with Côte d’Ivoire.  The refugee agency is exploring possible ways of

     accessing this part of Liberia with the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN coordination agency, OCHA.

           You can read more details about the humanitarian efforts underway in Liberia in the Geneva briefing notes.

           **Rwanda food

           The World Food Programme said that the situation of food aid for Rwanda was now critical.

           At the beginning of September, WFP had urged donors to send their contributions to ensure that malnutrition

     and other related problems would not affect the refugees and victims of the drought in Rwanda.  WFP asked for 6,200

     tons of food costing $3.3 million

           WFP said today it had not received any contributions and it was going to have to reduce by 30 per cent the

     food rations to the affected persons starting October.  If contributions remained unforthcoming, further cuts in rations

     were envisioned.

           **UN Security

           In the most recent of his continuing efforts to improve the safety of UN staff in the field, the Secretary-General

     yesterday urged all States to sign on to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel.

           In a letter addressed to the heads of State or government and foreign ministers who are expected to attend the

     General Assembly later this month, he invited States that have not already ratified or acceded to the Convention to do

     so at a high-level treaty event that will take place at UN Headquarters from 23 to 26 September, concurrent with the

     Assembly’s general debate.

           As of yesterday, the Convention, which was adopted in 1994, had 66 States parties, while efforts are

     continuing to ensure that all States that have significant numbers of UN or associated personnel will accede to it.  We

     have more details in a press release.

           **Road safety

           In a report to the General Assembly which is out on the racks today, the Secretary-General says that an

     estimated 1.26 million people worldwide died as a result of road traffic injuries in 2000, with road accidents responsible

     for 25 per cent of all deaths due to injury.  The World Health Organization estimates that by 2020, road traffic injuries

     could rank third among causes of death and disability, ahead of malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS.  The report includes

     recommendations for dealing with the issue and notes that road traffic injuries can be significantly reduced with a

     moderate investment.

           **SARS

           The World Health Organization today said that speculations concerning the discovery of a new case of Severe

     Acute Respiratory Syndrome in Singapore cannot yet be confirmed as SARS due to conflicting medical analyses. 

     WHO is waiting for the results of an independent laboratory on whether this has been a case of SARS and will

     continue to follow the situation.

           The case involved a 27-year old medical student in Singapore who was working in a laboratory which was

     studying the SARS virus.  After hospitalisation, the patient’s fever was down to normal.  No, you can’t have a “normal

     fever”.  The patient’s “temperature” was down to normal.

           **Press Conferences Today

           Today at 12:30 p.m., right after this briefing, Danny Glover the actor and UN Development Programme

     Goodwill Ambassador, will be joined by Kingsley Moghalu, who is Director of Resource Mobilization and Global

     Partnerships for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, to brief you on the fifty-sixth annual

     DPI/NGO conference that we announced to you yesterday.

           At 3:45 p.m., the Permanent Mission of Jordan will be sponsoring a press conference by the NGO Coalition for

     the International Criminal Court.

           **Press Conferences tomorrow

           And a press conference tomorrow, also at 12:30 p.m., Sadako Ogata, who is now Chair of the Advisory Board

     on Human Security will be joined by Roland Widerkehr, Member of the Swiss Parliament and Founder of the Green

     Cross, and they will be here also to brief on the DPI/NGO conference.

           That’s all I have for you. 

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, you may have said this before I came in.  Does the Council have formal or informal talks

     scheduled on the US draft on Iraq?

           Spokesman:  Nothing to announce yet on Iraq.  Today’s activity is Libya and a troop contributors’ meeting on

     Ethiopia/Eritrea; that’s all we had to announce for today.

           Okay, Richard over to you.

           Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Okay, thank you and good afternoon.

           In his address yesterday to the fifty-sixth annual DPI/NGO Conference on Human Security and Dignity,

     President Kavan told participants that he was particularly pleased to offer his support both as the current President of

     the General Assembly, but also as a long-time supporter of civil society organizations.  He told the Conference that he

     had been involved for many years in the work of NGOs in his own country, the Czech Republic, as well as

     internationally.  “I know through personal experience that human security can only be achieved by building on people’s

     strengths to create strong civil societies and institutions.  The discussion on how we work together towards a more

     effective and mutually supportive relationship to enhance our membership, is more relevant than ever”, he said.  Copies

     of his address are available at the documents counter and on the General Assembly President’s Web site.

           On the General Assembly front, the Committee on Conferences met yesterday and is today holding informal

     meetings.

           And I would like to announce that President Kavan on Thursday will be giving his final wrap-up briefing for the

     57th General Assembly session.  That will be on Thursday, 11 September, at 4 p.m. in UNCA. 

           Any questions? 

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protected areas" ��Agence France Presse - Top ten environmentally protected areas in the world�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��Agence France Presse - World protected areas top 100,000 mark but climate change threatens many�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Oceans" ��Agence France Presse - Globe's protected areas top 100,000 mark but oceans lag behind: UN


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Protected" ��SAPA (South African Press Association) - MORE THAN 100,000 PROTECTED AREAS LISTED�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Earth" ��Xinhua News Agency - Number of protected areas tops 100,000 on earth�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Worldwide" ��PANA - Protected areas worldwide reach 100,000�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conservation" ��The Star (South Africa) - Tax breaks to encourage conservation�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Development" ��Business Day (South Africa) - Mbeki urges parks meeting to support Africa's development�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Peixe" ��Brasilia Weekly Newspaper - PARA QUE OS NOSSOS NETOS SAIBAM O QUE É UM PEIXE (Editorial - also appeared in the Asian Age on 8 September)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protocol" ��Xinhua News Agency - Biosafety protocol enters into force across word�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Audience" ��New Straits Times (Malaysia) - Triple bottom line reports for a wider audience�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Dawn  (Pakistan) -  90% pollution in cities caused by vehicles: minister�
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