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August 9, 2003 

New funds to assist India phase out ozone depleters 

      There is some news to cheer environmentalists as well as the industry, particularly ozone depleting

      substances sector. India will receive US $ 52 million to completely phase out the production and

      consumption of toxic chemical carbon tetrachloride (CCT). The announcement was made by the executive

      committee of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol at the end of its 40th

      meeting held in Montreal recently. Under the Vienna Convention for the Protection of Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol for phasing out the use of chloroflourocarbons (CFCs), which release ozone depleting

greenhouse gases (GHGs), developing countries including India are committed to phasing out of CFCs. India

      is well on course, according to Usha Chandrasekhar, director, Ozone Cell, Ministry of Environment and

      Forests. The funding will be provided to India based on payment schedules linked to annual work

      programmes, the details of which are being worked out between India, the fund secretariat and the

      implementing agencies. The executive committee will approve an agreement on the annual work programmes and payment schedules at its 41st meeting in December 2003, according to Richard Abrokwa Ampadu, officer-in-charge, Multilateral Fund Secretariat. But that should not impede work. Adds Mr Ampadu, "In the meantime a first tranche of US $ 5 million is being released in order to enable India to proceed with a specific priority, the elimination of CTC in the consumption sector. India is required to reduce its CTC consumption by 85 per cent by January 1, 2005." The chemical is used in making refrigeration liquid and aerosol can propellant. It has been used as a solvent and a cleaning fluid, such as in dry cleaning and spot removers, in fire extinguishers and even as a pesticide. It's widely used in the small sector, too, points out K P Niyati, chief of environment management division of the Confederation of Indian Industry. At the same time, it

      affects the ozone layer, which absorbs ultraviolet radiation harmful to living organisms and human health.

      The ozone layer is in danger from several chemicals currently used in industry and agriculture halons, carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform, methyl bromide and, of course, CFCs, according to the multilateral fund. In  addition to its harmful effects on the ozone layer, CCT is dangerous to human health. Acute exposure to CCT at high levels can cause headache, weakness, lethargy, nausea and vomiting. Exposure has been

      observed to damage the liver and kidneys in humans, and has effected the reproductive systems of

      laboratory animals, adds the multilateral fund. The fund has been supporting efforts to phase out CFCs over  the years in India. Says Mr Ampadu, "At its 29th Meeting in 1999 the executive committee committed in

      principle US $ 82 million for the gradual elimination of the production of 22,588 tonne CFC in India over the  period 1999-2010." He adds, ''The funds are disbursed in installments according to agreed levels and

      schedule of payments associated with corresponding annual reductions in the production of CFCs until their complete elimination by 2010. India has thus far received US $ 46 million to cut 7,530 tonne from its

      production of CFCs." Similarly, in the consumption sector, from 1992 to date about US $ 91.4 million has

      been provided to India for industrial conversion and various technical assistance activities to phase-out

      consumption of ozone depleting substances in industrial sectors. Of this amount approximately US $ 69.2

      million was granted for the phase-out of 6,637 tonne of CFCs used mainly in the aerosol, foam and

      refrigeration manufacturing sectors. Says Mr Ampadu, "Thus to date a total of US $ 137.5 million has been  provided to India to phase out ozone depleting substances production and consumption in the country."

      Indian industry has also reciprocated, says P S Jayaraman, managing director of Chemplast Sanmar Limited.

      Last year four CFC producing enterprises-Chemplast Sanmar Ltd, Gujarat Fluorochemicals Ltd, Mafatlal

      Industries Ltd and SRF Ltd, signed the Ozone Layer Protection Voluntary Pledge in the presence of Dr Klaus Topfer, executive director of United Nations Environment Programme. One hopes such gestures

      continue. And so do follow-ups.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Interfax China

Survey: Is growth in China's energy consumption sustainable? 

                   Shanghai. (Interfax-China) - China's economic growth since 1978 has been remarkable. It has enabled the creation of a number of highly developed  cities along the eastern coast, and has brought millions of people above the poverty line, as the United Nations Development Program's Human Development Report 2003 (UNDP HDR 2003), released in July, stated. However, the government's ambitions do not stop there. Among its aims are

                   the quadrupling of the national economy by 2020, and the increase in the urbanization rate from about 35% to 65% by the same date. Using data from a number of sources, Interfax tried to assess the impact of such a rate of growth. 

                   China has already become the second biggest energy consumer in the world, according to internationally recognized statistics, but per capita energy consumption is still low. The country is already suffering severe shortages of electricity, as Interfax has been reporting, but electricity consumption per

                   person remains at a significantly lower level than developed countries. Can China maintain rapid economic growth using current technologies and  energy sources? If the burden on its energy industry is already deeply problematic, how will those ambitious targets be met? 

                   Increasing the urbanization rate (the proportion of the population living in towns and cities) by such a massive proportion will also be a gargantuan   task. The difference between energy consumption in China's cities and China's countryside is profound, as Interfax noted last week following a tour of the rural areas around the Three Gorges. Even if the golden figure of 65% is an overestimate, a more conservative growth rate posited by the UNDP HDR 2003 suggests that just under half the population, estimated to rise to 1.4 bln, will be living in towns and cities by 2015. Many more of them  will have houses filled with electric appliances, will work in factories that burn energy 24 hours a day, and may even have reached a level of prosperity  that allows them to have a family car. Such a life is taken for granted in the West, but can the world cope with 700 mln Chinese urban residents? 

                   Source: Consumption figures from BP Statistical Review of World Energy, June 2003; Population

                   figures from UNDP HDR 2003 *per capita calculations based on 2001 population and 2002

                   consumption levels 

                   As we can see, in per capita terms, China - and particularly India - lag significantly behind energy

                   consumption levels in developed countries. The comparison is equally stark when electricity

                   consumption per head is considered. The US used 12,331 kWh per capita, while China used just

                   827 kWh. India was even lower, at 355 kWh. 

                   If China is "to catch up with the west", one of the country's key aims at least since the days of Mao

                   Zedong, it is obvious that those per capita energy consumption levels have to rise. That, of course, is

                   where the problems arise. 

                   Data from UNDP HDR 2000 also shows that although China is the second largest producer of

                   carbon dioxide emissions as a result of heavy coal consumption, the per capita emission rate is as

                   much as eight times bigger in the United States. If the per capita emission rate was allowed to

                   become as high as the one in the US, the effects - in terms of pollution, and perhaps global warming

                   - could be devastating. So how will China fulfil all those desires to become a "well-off society",

                   discussed at length during the recent Communist Party Congresses? Large-scale exploitation of the

                   country's hydropower resources might be an option, but as a recent report in the Guangzhou-based

                   weekend newspaper, Nanfang Zhoumo, reported, overexploitation of China's waterways might also

                   cause more trouble than it solves. Wang Jianguo, an environmental protection official quoted by the

                   newspaper said, "I reckon that if it continues like this, every river in the west of China will be

                   covered in dams and hydropower stations." 

                   The serious question is whether or not the resources - energy included - exist to bring China up to

                   the level of economic prosperity enjoyed in the United States. According to government targets,

                   China aims to quadruple GDP by 2020. Impossible, said Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations

                   Environment Program (UNEP), unless developed nations like the United States radically change their

                   consumption habits. "Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 bln, can you imagine what are the

                   consequences if you go in the same structure as was done in the so-called developed countries?"

                   Toepfer said in Sydney, Australia on July 17. The same density of privately-owned cars as the West

                   - estimated to require a total of 650 mln vehicles in the whole of China - would be unsustainable

                   using current materials and fuels. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Ornithologie

10 August 2003

Le projet Eden Again

Faire revivre les marais irakiens

                                         En mai 2003, les troupes alliées anglo-américaines qui ont  libéré l'Irak ont commencé à ouvrir les vannes des digues pour réalimenter les marais de Mésopotamie asséchés par l'ancien régime.

Ces marais de Mésopotamie constituaient la plus vaste zone humide du Moyen-Orient et d'Eurasie Occidentale                                       (UNEP 2001, Maltby 1994, Nicholson et Clark 2002) et  jouaient un rôle clef sur la voie intercontinentale de                                    migration des oiseaux migrateurs (lire notre article "La fin  des jardins de l'Eden"). Un vaste projet de restauration, l'Eden Again Project,  approuvé par les Nations-Unies et menée par l'Iraq Foundation, est en cours.                                         Michelle Stevens, responsable de ce projet, nous a  communiqué en avant première le plan d'action qui sera                                         soumis au gouvernement irakien et aux responsables sur le  terrain. Ornithomedia vous en livre les points principaux.

                     Abstract

                     The Mesopotamian marshlands constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and                     Western Eurasia (UNEP 2001, Maltby 1994, Nicholson and Clark 2002). They play a key role in  the intercontinental flyway of migratory birds, support endangered species, and sustain freshwater fisheries and those of the Persian Gulf. In addition to these important ecological benefits, these  marshlands represent a unique element of our global heritage and resources (UNEP 2001). They  have been home to indigenous human communities for millennia and are regarded as the site of the legendary "Garden of Eden."  The marshlands once covered over 20,000 square kilometers of interconnected lakes, mudflats, and wetlands within modern-day Iraq and Iran. However, in the past thirty years, over 90% of the  marshlands have been desiccated through the combined actions of upstream damming in Syria, Turkey, Iran and Iraq as well as the development of extensive downstream drainage projects within Iraq   The Iraq Foundation's Eden Again Project was initiated with the aim of supporting efforts to restore the marshlands. In June 2002, the Project Team began to assemble an international                     panel of scientists to provide advice on the technical aspects of marshland restoration and inform  the development of technical planning documents that could lay the foundation for such  restoration (the International Technical Advisory Panel, or ITAP).  Thanks to Michelle Stevens, the Eden Again Project Manager, we present you the report  concerning the restoration scenarios realized after the meeting of the ITAP held on February                     16th and 17th, 2003 at the National Academy of Sciences' Beckman Center on the campus of  the University of California, Irvine. 

                     Le projet Eden Again

                     Introduction 

                                                   Le projet Eden Again de l'Iraq Foundation a été lancé dans le but de reconstituer les  marais d'Irak. En juin 2002, l'équipe du projet  a commencé à rassembler un ensemble de scientifiques internationaux (le Comité  Consultatif Technique International, ou ITAP)  pour réfléchir sur les aspects techniques de la   restauration des zones humides et mettre en place les plans techniques qui pourraient servir à une telle restauration.  Les membres du comité espèrent que les  recommandations qu'ils ont proposées soient utilisées pour aider efforts des futures autorités irakiennes lorsqu'elles décideront de lancer la  restauration de cet écosystème important. 

                                                   La mise en place de structures locales de décision et de suivi du processus est en outre extrêmement importante.   Le projet Eden Again est supporté par l'Iraq Foundation, un organisme à but non lucratif œuvrant  pour un Irak prospère et démocratique indispensable à la stabilité du Moyen-Orient. Cette   fondation est impartiale, laïque et pluri-éthnique et n'est affiliée à aucune organisation, parti  politique, ou gouvernement. 

                     Les buts d'Eden Again 

                     Les principaux objectifs sont : - Rassembler un groupe d'experts internationaux prêts à réfléchir avec les aspects techniques de la restauration des marécages.


 - Développer des documents de planification techniques pour aider à la restauration. 


- Sensibiliser les consciences régionales et mondiale à l'importance des marais et au besoin de  leur restauration.  


- Travailler avec des organisations internationales, régionales et des gouvernements pour mettre  en œuvre une restauration durable.

                     - Travailler localement avec les populations pour favoriser la prise de décision sur le terrain et

                     aider à la surveillance des marais.

                     - Développer des partenariats pour aider les institutions scientifiques locales à mettre en œuvre

                     une restauration écologique durable.

                     D'un point de vue scientifique, la restauration est utile car les marais auront une fonction

                     environnementale, écologique, économique et socioculturelle. 

                     Les efforts de restauration sont techniquement réalisables et durables. Toutefois, le sel et les

                     polluants vont probablement perturber la restauration de nombreux sites.

                     Comité consultatif Technique International 

                     Le Comité consultatif Technique International (ITAP) est un groupe interdisciplinaire de

                     scientifiques experts en hydrologie, en biologie, dans la restauration d'écosystème et dans les

                     sciences de sol. La première réunion de l'ITAP a eu lieu les 16 et 17 février 2003. Cet atelier de

                     travail s'est tenu au National Academy of Sciences' Beckman Center sur le campus de l'University

                     of California, Irvine. 

                     Les objectifs de la réunion étaient : 

                     a) L'examen des informations disponibles sur les marais de Mésopotamie pour évaluer la

                     faisabilité de la restauration et identifier les principaux défis techniques.

                     b) Identifier les éléments fondamentaux et les bénéfices écologiques et culturels que pourrait

                     fournir la restauration.

                     c) Conceptualiser des scénarios potentiels de restauration et identifier les moyens de promotion

                     des bénéfices écologiques et culturels clefs.

                     d) Identifier les considérations techniques et les besoins en données complémentaires pour que

                     les efforts de restauration soient couronnés de succès.

                     e) Identifier les processus prioritaires pour augmenter les chances de succès de la restauration.

__________________________________________________________________________________________RADIO FREE EUROPE

Iraq: Dutch Concerned About Deleted Uranium Ammo As Troops Deploy

By Ron Synovitz

A contingent of Dutch soldiers is currently deploying to the Iraqi city of Al-Samawah as part of the U.S.-led multinational stabilization force. But the location of their base is causing concern in the Netherlands. Some

Dutch lawmakers are questioning whether U.S. troops used depleted uranium ammunition in the city during their invasion of Iraq in March.

Prague, 8 August 2003 (RFE/RL) -- Dutch parliamentarians are questioning the accuracy of U.S. intelligence provided to the Dutch government ahead of its decision to send 1,100 soldiers to Iraq as part of a U.S.-led

multinational security force.

Hundreds of Dutch soldiers are crossing from Kuwait into Iraq this month to take up positions in the southern Iraqi city of Al-Samawah and the surrounding province of Al-Muthanna.

But there are concerns in the Netherlands about health risks posed by depleted uranium (DU) ammunition that may have been fired by U.S. soldiers during their advance on Baghdad in the early days of the war.

Bert Koenders, the foreign affairs spokesman for the opposition Dutch Labor Party, was among the deputies who voted in June in favor of the deployments to Iraq.

But Koenders notes that his party approved the move only after the Dutch government said the United States reported no DU ammunition was used at Al-Samawah during the invasion of Iraq.

"There was a question raised by the parliament on this issue -- what would be the exact status of the depleted uranium in the area our troops will go to. The government has answered [on the basis of information from the

United States] that there might be something. But it's all from the 1991 war. [But new information is emerging that suggests] it is also quite likely there has been use of antitank ammunition with depleted uranium in

the [most recent] war. I [am raising] that in parliament to find out if we

were misinformed and, if so, how that is possible."

The U.S. State Department, which normally would be involved in such information exchanges with another government, offered no immediate comment on whether it had provided information to the Dutch.

Officials at the U.S. military's Central Command said it did not give the information to the Dutch. But those officials said they could not be sure whether officials in the Pentagon or the State Department had done so.

Pentagon officials refused to comment on the issue.

DU ammunition is a powerful and effective antitank weapon. A single DU bullet can penetrate both the front and back armor of the most powerful Soviet-era tank -- the T-72 -- igniting the ammunition stored inside and

causing the tank to explode in seconds.

The controversy about DU ammunition centers on its long-term effects on health and the environment after a battle is over.

The inhalation of dust containing depleted uranium particles has been reported as a possible cause of higher leukemia and cancer rates in places  like Kosovo and Bosnia-Herzegovina, where it was used by NATO forces. It also has been suggested as a possible cause of the so-called Gulf War Syndrome suffered by U.S. soldiers who fought in the 1991 Gulf War.

But both the U.S. government and the NATO alliance deny there is a connection. They cite scientific and medical research -- including work by the World Health Organization -- that says a link between DU ammunition and the reported illnesses is extremely unlikely.

The U.K. has admitted that British Challenger tanks expended some 1.9 tons of DU ammunition during major combat operations in Iraq this year.

The United States has refused to disclose information about whether it used DU during this year's campaign. It also is refusing to allow a team from the United Nations Environmental Program to study the environmental impact of DU contamination in Iraq.

In the Netherlands, the controversy is not about whether the U.S. used DU ammunition, or how much. Rather, it is focused specifically on the U.S. claim that DU ammunition was definitely not used in Al-Samawah, where the Dutch troops are being posted.

Fueling the controversy is a diary-like letter sent from Iraq in April by American soldier Ed Pennell to his family in the U.S. The letter gained  attention after his family posted the letter to the Internet website of

their local church.

Pennell -- who was serving with 41st Infantry Regiment -- wrote in the letter that his Bradley crew did fire DU ammunition at Al-Samawah after arriving there on 29 March.

The letter also says it was "standard operating procedure" for Pennell's crew to mix DU rounds with high-explosive ammunition fired from the Bradley's 25-millimeter chain gun.

In an entry dated 30 March, Pennell wrote: "We fire five rounds. The first

round is depleted uranium due to standard operating procedures. DU is designed to penetrate enemy armor. And it zips between two enemy soldiers 300 meters away. The next four rounds are high explosive and one round actually hits an enemy. The results were...very graphic."

Kimo Dwee van Gaag, a producer and researcher for Dutch TV2, says Pennell's letter has raised concern among groups like the United Federation of Military Personnel (AFMP).

That group, a kind of labor union for Dutch military personnel, fears that its members might be at risk of contracting cancer or other diseases because of exposure to DU ammunition. Van Gaag reports that the AFMP is taking steps to prevent the Dutch government from denying that any sickness the Dutch soldiers develop in the future is linked to their deployment to Al-Samawah.

"The military unions here are asking the parliament and the government to take blood and urine samples from soldiers who are going there. So if they are going to get sick because of the depleted uranium, they have already the blood and urine samples [from before they would have been exposed]."

Some Dutch researchers have argued that DU ammunition was likely used not only in Al-Basrah -- where British troops were based -- but also in Al-Nasiriya, Al-Najaf and Karbala. They say it is therefore reasonable to believe that it was used in Al-Samawah as well.

An RFE/RL correspondent who was embedded with the U.S. Army's 3rd Infantry Division witnessed several days of fighting at Al-Samawah, from 24-27 March. He reports there are differences in the fighting in Al-Samawah that suggest less, if any, DU ammunition may have been used there than in other cities.

First, Al-Samawah lies between the two main prongs of the U.S. advance on Baghdad. Only one of the three brigade-size combat teams in the U.S. Army's 3rd Infantry Division passed through Al-Samawah.

Second, those U.S. troops that did fight at Al-Samawah did not battle against Iraqi tanks or armored personnel carriers from the Republican Guard or even Iraq's regular army. Iraqi fighters there were mostly Saddam's

Fedayheen commandos or local Ba'ath Party loyalists who used Nissan pickup trucks for transport.

Finally, the dust storms that shrouded much of the Persian Gulf in late March kept America's A-10 antitank attack planes from flying missions or using their DU ammunition during the most critical days in the battle for

Al-Samawah.

The dust storms also kept many ground troops from using their DU ammunition. During two days of fighting, for example, the dust was so thick that the number of combat missions was kept to a minimum. Soldiers reported being unable to fire their guns because dust had clogged their weapons.

Sergeant 1st Class Jeff States, leader of a platoon with four mortar carriers that fired at Al-Samawah, told RFE/RL that his vehicles were not using DU ammunition.

But the U.S. troops did have their own concerns about DU ammunition. During the dust storms of late March, an American officer expressed worry that the thick, reddish-orange dust was increasing the risk of inhaling any airborne DU particles or other toxins.

He told RFE/RL: "Look at that air. Who knows what we're breathing in with that dust? Years from now, when we all get sick with Gulf War Syndrome and the government tells us it has nothing to do with being in Iraq, you have to remember storms like this."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu 

August 11, 2003 

CMFRI STUDY TO HELP CONSERVE MARINE MAMMALS 

      The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) is to conduct a study on the marine mammals of the

      Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the neighbouring seas. 

      The Rs. 1.01-crore project, supported by the Department of Ocean Development of the Centre, aims at

      preparing an inventory of marine mammal species and their diversity and preparation of a distribution atlas

      for whales, dolphins, and dugong (sea cow) in the EEZ. 

      The study, first of its kind in the country, comes at a time when various international agencies and

      conservationists like the International Whaling Commission, the United Nations Environmental

      Programme and the International Union for Conservation of Nature are canvassing for the conservation of

      whales and dolphins, which are under constant threat. According to scientists, marine mammals are among

      the most neglected groups in India as no concerted efforts have been made in the country even to collect

      basic information about them like species diversity, distribution and biological characteristics. 

      The researchers led by M. Rajagopalan, Head of the Fishery Environment Management Division of the

      Institute, will look into the population aspects such as age, migration, behaviour and reproduction of the

      species. 

      The other objectives of the study include quantifying the pollutant load in the tissues of marine mammals,

      creating awareness on the endangered status of marine mammals and to promote eco-tourism. 

      Scientists are of the view that as many as 23 species of Cetaceans and one variety of Sirenia have been

      reported in the seas around India. However, only four varieties have been listed and protected under the

      Indian Wild Life Act due to the lack of proper scientific information. They fear that many more varieties may

      be threatened. 

      According to scientists, the study is of international significance as the International Whaling Commission

      has declared the Indian Ocean as a sanctuary for the Cetaceans. The endangered status of many of the

      marine mammals of India also makes the study relevant. 

      "The project is expected to provide an impetus to the conservation of marine mammals for maintaining the

      ecological balance of the marine ecosystem and for non-consumptive utilisation," scientists said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

China to Launch Environmental Satellites in '06 

  BEIJING - China plans to launch three small satellites in 2006 to improve the country's capability to monitor the environment and forecast

  disasters, the official Xinhua news agency said. 

  The satellites, using optical instruments and radar, will be used to observe atmospheric, soil, vegetation, and water conditions in China,

  Xinhua quoted a spokesman for the State Environmental Protection Administration as saying. 

  They will also be used to regularly observe the environment to forecast possible changes and provide emergency technical assistance for

  early warning of major pollution accidents, Xinhua said without elaborating. 

  Natural disasters like earthquakes and landslides are frequent in China. Abuse of resources and lax environmental standards on industry

  have led to serious pollution, which some leaders have said threatens economic and social development. 

  Story Date: 11/8/2003 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN Says Ethiopia Malaria Epidemic Looms After Rain 

  ADDIS ABABA - The World Health Organization (WHO) says tens of thousands of Ethiopians may die in a malaria epidemic without  urgent preventative steps in coming months after heavy rains enlarged mosquito breeding grounds. 

  "It looks as though it is going to be a major epidemic of malaria building up over the next few weeks or months," said David Nabarro, head  of the U.N. body's Health Action in Crisis unit. 

  "It could, if we are not able to cope with it effectively, lead to tens of thousands of deaths," he told a briefing for reporters on Friday  evening. 

  Nabarro said risks appeared highest in previously drought-hit areas that had been drenched by rain. Since June heavy downpours in  southern, western and eastern areas have helped ease a three-year drought, causing serious flooding in some places. 

  But Nabarro said that since many people had not been immunized a high percentage of the population in risk areas could fall ill. He called  for urgent prevention steps such as elimination of ponds where mosquitoes breed, access to mosquito nets as well as spraying of risk  areas with insecticide. 

  Kamla Siamevi, a WHO emergency and humanitarian coordinator, urged the authorities to pre-position adequate anti-malaria medicine in  all areas with the potential for epidemics. 

  The two officials, speaking after visits to regions at risk, suggested an epidemic could inflate Ethiopia's usual malaria death toll estimated  by health officials at 100,000 a year. 

  Malaria is one of the biggest killers in Ethiopia, along with diseases linked to malnutrition. The Health Ministry says more than 40 million  of the country's 67 million people are estimated to be at risk of malaria. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Heatwave Kills 30,000 Eels in Europe's River Rhine 

  BERLIN - Soaring temperatures have claimed the lives of 30,000 eels in Europe's busiest waterway, the river Rhine, authorities said. 

  A spokesman for the Environment Ministry in North Rhine-Westphalia said 15,000 of the eels had died in the state, with another 15,000   deaths recorded in the Dutch section of the 820 mile river. 

  The ministry said the deaths of the normally robust animals were largely caused by an increased incidence of a bacterial plague caused by  high water temperatures, which have been more than five degrees Celsius above average. 

  Temperatures around the Rhine have been nearing 40 Celsius (104 Fahrenheit), with water temperatures measured at 26.6 degrees. 

  "However, we assume that the eel deaths have passed their peak, because hardly any new dead animals were found in the last two days,"  the spokesman said. 

  Story Date: 11/8/2003

________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

11 August 2003
General Environmental news

Ministry forms new police to curb pollution

The Nation: The Government is to hire environmental inspectors to check pollution.  They will enforce the Environment Act to ensure waste is properly disposed of.  "We will start by introducing environment standards that we will use to penalize the offenders," Environment minister Newton Kulundu said.   The minister was touring the East African Marine Environmental Management Company’s multi-million-shilling oil waste reception facility at the Mombasa port.  The facility, Dr Kulundu said, is the only one of its kind in Africa, and has been established in line with the International Maritime Organization (IMO) conditions requiring ports to have a comprehensive waste management system.  "This facility will not only give the port of Mombasa an edge over its competitors, but is also a milestone in environment conservation in this country," he added.  It will help the Government to effect its New Partnership for African Development (NEAD) mandate on coastal marine environment.   "We're going to use it conference on the environment."  The IMO regional coordinator for eastern and southern Africa, Mr. John Muindi, said the facility would help Kenya implement its convention on pollution of the marine environment and boost cruise tourism. 

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News1108200313.html
Minister of Agriculture Stresses Need for Sustainable Development Here

Addis Tribune (Addis Ababa): The Minister of Agriculture, Ato Belay Ejigu, has said that sustainable social and economic development is required to address the root causes of vulnerability that could arise due to climatic and other changes. Addressing the 7th Annual Conference of the Agricultural Economic Society, of Ethiopia (AESE), the Minister said the government had been implementing policies, strategies and programmes to achieve rapid socio-economic development in the country. The Agricultural Development-Led Industrialization Strategy, he said, is believed to be most effective in reducing poverty, improving welfare and accelerating the development of the national economy. The three-day conference whose theme is "Reversing Vulnerability of Rural livelihood in Ethiopia: Options for Sustainable Development" is expected to wind up today. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308080670.html
Fire guts nearly 4,000 hectares of forests in Algeria 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Some 3,741 hectares of forests were devastated by fires in Algeria between early June and 8 August, according to the civil protection services. The civil protection services recorded 315 fires in 32 of Algeria's 48 prefectures during this period. High temperatures, careless drivers, and villagers burring fields near forests caused these fires.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007503&dte=10/08/2003
Illegal Fishing in Mtera Dam Leading to Ecological Disaster

Business Times (Dar es Salaam): ILLEGAL fishing that is going on at the Mtera dam in Iringa region is jeopardising sustainable fishing in the dam, Business Times has learnt. Catches are a good commercial venture that currently feeds the Southern Highlands regions. A survey done at the dam by this writer last week shows that, unless appropriate steps are taken urgently to curb the malpractice, fishing sustainability in the dam is going to be the casualty. The survey showed that small fish, which are not allowed by law to be caught, are being fished with impunity. According to a fisheries officer at Mtera, Shaban Ramadhan, the law governing fishing permits catching fish above three inches in length. However, Business Times found that fish as small as two inches long are invariably caught using prohibited fishing gear commonly known as kokoro, as well as nets with meshes less than three inches. Use of both types of gear is banned by law in Tanzania. Regarding the malpractice, Ramadhan said his office takes a tough stand against people found catching small fish. But it cannot do this effectively enough because it lacks a patrol boat.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308080637.html
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Islamic finance system to be probed at forum
Preparations are under way for the Fifth International Conference on Islamic Economics and Finance, being held in Bahrain from October 7 to 9.

The conference, under the patronage of Prime Minister Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, will be held under the theme Sustainable Development and Islamic Finance in Muslim Countries.

Sustainable development and finance are closely interlinked as the former may not be possible without the help of a strong and stable financial system, which mobilises and allocates resources efficiently and equitably, said a conference organiser. 

Topics to be covered at the conference are: objectives and aspirations of development and finance from an Islamic perspective; financial development and economic growth within an Islamic perspective; the role of Islamic banks in economic growth (the case of Jordan); the role of Islamic financial institutions in sustainable development programmes; risk management and financial stability; Islamic alternatives for debts and financing deficit; environmental sustainability; financing infrastructure; implications of globalisation and case studies.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=58361&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=26143

Experts to meet on solar energy

THE Eighth International Solar Energy Conference will be held in Bahrain next year.

The event, organised by Bahrain University in co-ordination with the International Solar Energy Organisation, will be staged from March 8 to 10 at the Crowne Plaza.

University Scientific Research Deanship energy research centre director Dr Ali Al Cargooli said Bahrain has always shown its keenness to take part in the event since it began seven years ago.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=58215&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26141
UAE

Big rise in farm output

Despite the harsh climate and barren desert soil, the UAE's cultivated areas now spread over 2.7 million donums. 

According to Dr Saeed Mohammed Al Raghabani, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, the farsightedness of the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and his personal supervision of agriculture had resulted in the remarkable agriculture development witnessed by the country during the past decades. 

"The UAE has made tangible accomplishments in the field of agricultural production and the volume of fruit and vegetable production has increased manifold," Mr Raghabani said in an interview with the Arabic-language daily Akhbar Al Arab.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august242.xml
3,825 tonnes of wastes recycled in Sharjah

The Sharjah Fertiliser Factory of the municipality recycled last month a total of 3,825 tonnes of wastes and turned them to organic fertilisers to be used for agricultural purposes. 

Sayed Shah, Director of the factory, said that the wastes sent to the factory last month were collected from various residential and industrial areas which produced an average of 153 tonnes of wastes a day.

He said that the 637 tonnes of green grass was collected from public parks in the emirate, in addition to 869 tonnes of trees with a daily average of 32 tonnes.

The liquid waste treated at the factory totalled 620 tonnes that were treated biologically and were used in producing Al Waha fertilisers which is an organic fertiliser used for agricultural lands and is odourless and free of pollutants. 
http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august155.xml
Yemen
Water and environmental affairs director named

 Minister of Water and Environment Mr. Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani stated that his ministry is presently putting the final touches on the executive draft water law to be submitted for approval by Parliament this month.

The minister added that some of the issues proposed in the draft law are the appointing of a District Attorney in the Attorney General’s office to be in charge of water and environmental affairs, following cases in state courts and prosecutions, the connection of the process of law enforcement with the state legal organism either through the Ministry of Interior or the Attorney General’s office, and the activation of observation of water and environment laws.

The minister indicated that water and environment resources are public rights.

“We propose all these issues for the government hoping it will be passed in order to help support the ministry in accomplishing its tasks and responsibilities in both technical and administrative fields regarding water and environment,” the minister concluded
http://www.yobserver.com/localnews/localnews.php?issue=81
Iraq

Angry residents riot in Basra over fuel shortage

Riots broke out yesterday in the southern port of Basra as tensions exploded over the British control of Iraq's second largest city, leaving seven soldiers and four Iraqi civilians injured.

Residents hurled rocks and burned tires in all the city's main streets as Iraqis raged in the blistering summer heat over the tortoise-like pace of the coalition force's reconstruction efforts.

The rioting started minutes after witnesses said a grenade was hurled at a British military truck near a gasoline station, where fed-up Iraqis waited in a long line for fuel, angered by the fact they were queuing for hours in a country with the world's second largest oil reserves.

Four British armoured vehicles and three jeeps came to seal off the area, while a crowd lobbed rocks at them, witnesses said.

The soldiers fired in the air to ward off the crowd and then started to shoot rubber bullets, wounding at least four Iraqis, including a child, they said.

The crowd, with some women in headscarves firing off Kalashnikovs in the air, grew to more than 2,000 and shouted in anger over the gasoline shortage in the city, they added.

Gas prices have soared from 150 dinars (10 cents) for 20 litres to 12,000 dinars ($8). The stone-throwing mob poured down the street toward the British forces' headquarters and then the violence spread like wildfire.

A soldier was knocked in the head, another in the nose and a third was carried off on a stretcher, while the British defended themselves shooting off rounds of rubber bullets, according to a photographer. The British military confirmed seven of its soldiers had been injured with "big bruises and some cuts".

In Texas, U.S. President George W. Bush yesterday vowed a "long-term undertaking" to bring democracy and economic prosperity to Iraq and across the Middle East. In his weekly radio address, Bush offered an upbeat assessment.

The U.S. military and its allies had made "steady progress," he asserted. "We're keeping our word to the Iraqi people by helping them to make their country an example of democracy and prosperity throughout the region."

But, he added, "One hundred days is not enough time to undo the terrible legacy of Saddam Hussain. There is difficult and dangerous work ahead that requires time and patience."

But Iraqi insurgents vowed in a video that resistance would not subside anytime soon.

Al Arabiya television aired a video of hooded militants who blasted Shiite Muslim clerics in Iraq for failing to declare "jihad" (holy war) against the coalition and vowed to keep up attacks on the occupation force.

U.S. overseer Paul Bremer said yesterday that agents from the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) had arrived to take charge of the investigation as requested by Iraq's interior ministry.

Bremer said he had not "reached a conclusion yet" on who was responsible for the attack that killed at least 14 people.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Visiting Journalists

           A special welcome to our guests from Tanzania and Kazakhstan.  Is that right?  Welcome.

           **Guest at Noon

           I would also like to welcome to the briefing Mary Chamie, who is Chief of the Demographic and Social

     Statistics Branch in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and she will be here to talk about the latest

     census statistics from Iraq dating from 1997.

           **Liberia

           On Liberia, Carolyn McAskie, the UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, is traveling today on a mission to

     strengthen UN relief efforts in Liberia.  When security conditions allow, she will travel into Monrovia to meet with

     representatives of UN agencies, humanitarian NGOs and donor governments to discuss how best to respond to urgent

     humanitarian needs in the country.

           The UN Security Coordinator’s Office has dispatched a security assessment mission to Monrovia today.

           On the peacekeeping front, the Nigerian battalion, which is the vanguard West African peacekeeping force in

     Liberia being deployed by the UN Mission in Sierra Leone, yesterday patrolled the Monrovia city centre to an

     overwhelmingly warm reception from the community.

           Today, the Sierra Leone Mission airlifted 120 more Nigerian soldiers to Monrovia, bringing to nearly 90 per cent

     the deployment of the first Nigerian battalion of some 770 troops.  In addition, two armoured personnel carriers (APCs),

     four land rovers, one water tanker, a truck, three tons of ammunition and rations were sent into Monrovia today.

           **Liberia

           Also on Liberia, the Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan today submitted an

     emergency report to the Commission on Human Rights on Liberia, which says that more than 250,000 persons have

     lost their lives in the conflict in that country since it began.  More than 1.3 million people have been uprooted from their

     homes.

           Using the best available data from the UN system and humanitarian agencies, the report says that several

     hundreds more people have lost their lives, and civilians have been deliberately targeted, since fighting resumed in

     Monrovia on 24 June.  The report also records widespread torture, rape and the abduction of children.  We have a

     press release, as well as copies of the report available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council this morning is holding a closed meeting, followed by consultations, to talk with the

     Prosecutor of the two International Tribunals, Carla Del Ponte.

           In the closed meeting, Carla Del Ponte shared her experiences with the members of the Security Council, as

     they discussed the possibility of splitting the prosecution of those two tribunals.  She told reporters afterward that she

     was pleased to be given the opportunity to speak to Council members and would await their decision.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman:  Lebanon -- Israel

           The following statement concerns the Middle East, attributable to the Spokesman.

           “The Secretary-General is very concerned at the exchanges of fire across the Blue Line in Southern Lebanon,

     initiated from Lebanese territory, which have been reported today.  The Shab’a Farms area has been quiet for some

     months and the Secretary-General urges the parties involved to avoid further actions which will increase the tensions in

     this sensitive and volatile area.”

           **Latin America

           The Economic Commission for Latin American and the Caribbean (ECLAC) says that the economy for Latin

     America and the Caribbean will grow by 1.5 per cent this year, a modest recovery from the 0.6 per cent drop it faced in

     2002, but per capita gross domestic product will remain flat this year, at a level that is 2 per cent below what it was in

     1997.

           The Commission, in its annual Economic Survey, says that for

     2003, Argentina will head the growth ranking, with an increase by 5.5 per cent in economic growth, while Venezuela

     will post the lowest rate, of negative

     13 per cent.

           The survey, released yesterday in Santiago, Chile, adds that the region’s labour situation is expected to

     improve modestly this year, but the overall number of unemployed will reach 13.6 million people, with poor employment

     outlooks in Brazil and Mexico.  A press release on the racks has more details.

           **UNICEF/WFP

           The World Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) signed a new

     agreement yesterday to strengthen their cooperation in reducing child malnutrition in Latin American and the

     Caribbean.

           The two agencies -- who have a long history of working together to help children throughout the region -- will

     strengthen their joint response to emergencies, provide nutritional support for young children and their mothers,

     monitor and assess progress, and improve the livelihoods of the poorest families, particularly in countries where the

     challenge is the greatest.  There is a press release on that.

           **Indigenous

           Tomorrow is the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People, and the Secretary-General, in a message

     available upstairs, says that the human family is a tapestry of enormous beauty and diversity, and the world’s

     indigenous peoples are a rich and integral part of that tapestry.  The protection and promotion of their rights and

     cultures, he says, is of fundamental importance to all States and all peoples.

           **Colombia -- Humanitarian

           On the same subject, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees today says it is deeply concerned about the

     effect that Colombia's internal strife is having on the country's indigenous people.  UNHCR is urging all parties

     concerned to respect the rights of indigenous people and to stop discriminating against them.

           **Sudan floods

           UN agencies and their non-governmental organization (NGO) partners are responding to needs created by

     heavy flooding in north-western Sudan.  Floodwaters from the River Gash have swept through the town of Kassala in

     north-western Sudan, some 280 kilometres north-west of the capital, Khartoum, and left two thirds of its 500,000

     inhabitants homeless.

           SG’s Holidays

           It’s August and it’s holiday time.  And so, beginning this weekend, the Secretary-General will begin taking

     three weeks of annual leave.  I’m sure you will join me in wishing him a peaceful and a restful break.

           **The Week Ahead at the United Nations

           And we have the Week Ahead to help you cover the United Nations during the course of next week, and I’ll

     take any questions you have before we go to Mary Chamie.

           Okay, Mary, over to you.  What do you have for us in the way of statistics?

*** *

___

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "India" ��


Financial Express  - New funds to assist India phase out ozone depleters� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��Interfax China - Survey:  Is growth in China's energy consumption sustainable?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��Ornithologie -Le projet Eden Again�


� HYPERLINK  \l "DU" ��RADIO FREE EUROPE - Iraq: Dutch Concerned About Deleted Uranium Ammo As Troops Deploy


� � HYPERLINK  \l "Mammals" ��The Hindu  - CMFRI study to help conserve marine mammals�
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