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Can return of Olympic Games to Greece inspire return to nature?

BODY:
NAIROBI, Aug. 10 (Xinhua) --When the 28th Olympic Games opens in Athens this week, global attention will focus not just on the performance of the athletes, but on the organizers as well.

In recent years, the environment has gained increased prominence within the Olympic movement. It is officially recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the third dimension of Olympism, alongside sport and culture. Environmental issues are now an important part of the review process of Olympic bids. 

"The return of the Olympic Games to Athens, where they originated some 2000 years ago, has sparked renewed interest in the historic reality of the competition," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme ( UNEP).

"Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilization. In those early games victors were crowned with an olive wreath.   The olive wreath remains as an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish," he said.

It is clear that environmental considerations are a major component of the development of facilities and the organization of major sports events.

The Sydney 2000 Olympic Games was a significant step towards a new era of green games. Sydney's environmental performance achieved new standard in the organization of mega-sport events and demonstrated that people of this world can and should be environmentally responsible while undertaking such projects.

Currently, Nairobi-baised UNEP is working with the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF), a non-governmental organization ( NGO) based in Greece and the United States, on a variety of awareness and education programmes related to sport and the environment for the 2004 Olympic Games.

As part of its Sport and the Environment Programme, the Nairobi-based UNEP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) on June 3, 2004 to implement a series of public awareness activities.

An anti-littering campaign, co-signed by UNEP and ATHOC, is currently being broadcast on Greek television and will continue in various form throughout the games.  

Meanwhile, brochures will be distributed at all venues to underline the connection between sport and the environment.

ATHOC has also agreed to prepare a compilation of ' Environmental Challenges and Achievements' of the Athens 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

Obviously, this will offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective of all aspects of the games -including specific assessments for the various venues.

"It is important that the 2004 games set the stage for a wider discussion on the comprehensive integration of environmental considerations in future games," Toepfer said.

"It is my hope that these assessments will be a valuable tool for other host cities of the Olympic Games. The games in Athens should spur efforts by other countries to do more to ensure that their games are organized in an environmentally friendly way so that the environment is indeed seen as the third pillar of Olympism," he added.
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Deutsche Presse-Agentur
August 10, 2004, Tuesday  
15:42:07 Central European Time

Olympic Torch to be carried by environmentalists

DATELINE: Athens

BODY:
After travelling through all five continents for the first time in the history of the Olympics, three top environmentalists will carry the Olympic flame on the last leg of its journey before the opening ceremony Friday in Athens.

The first ever "Environmental Olympic Torch Run" will take place on August 12 just outside of Athens, one day before the torch makes its way to the Olympic stadium.

The directors of the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF), together with the United Nationa Environment Programme (UNEP) and Jean-Micheal Cousteau, President of Ocean Futures Society will be carrying the torch in honor of the environment.

The three NGOs have worked together in a number of projects that support environmental awareness and education. dpa cp sc

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

M2 Presswire
August 10, 2004

UN: Environmental issues being promoted at Athens Olympiad

BODY:


M2 PRESSWIRE-AUGUST 10, 2004-UN: Environmental issues being promoted at Athens Olympiad ©1994-2004 M2 COMMUNICATIONS LTD

NAIROBI/ATHENS (UNEP) -- When the XXVIIIth Olympiad opens in Athens this week, global attention will focus not just on the performance of the athletes, but on the organizers as well.

In recent years, the environment has gained increased prominence within the Olympic Movement. It is officially recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the third dimension of Olympism, alongside sport and culture. 

Environmental issues are now an important part of the review process of Olympic bids.

"The return of the Olympic Games to Athens, where they originated some 2000 years ago, has sparked renewed interest in the historic reality of the competition", said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). "Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilization."

"In those early Games victors were crowned with an olive wreath. The olive wreath remains as an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish", he said.

As part of its Sport and the Environment Programme, UNEP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) on 3 June 2004 to implement a series of public awareness activities.

An anti-littering campaign, co-signed by UNEP and ATHOC, is currently being broadcast on Greek television and will continue in various forms throughout the Games. Brochures will be distributed at all venues to underline the connection between sport and the environment.

ATHOC has also agreed to prepare a compilation of "Environmental Challenges and Achievements" of the Athens 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Games. This will offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective of all aspects of the Games -- including specific assessments for the various venues.

"It is important that the 2004 Games set the stage for a wider discussion on the comprehensive integration of environmental considerations in future Games", Mr. Toepfer said. "It is my hope that these assessments will be a valuable tool for other host cities of the Olympic Games. The Games in Athens should spur efforts by other countries to do more to ensure that their Games are organized in an environmentally friendly way so that the environment is indeed seen as the third pillar of Olympism."

"Environmental considerations are a major component of the development of facilities and the organization of major sports events", said Mr. Toepfer. "The Sydney 2000 Olympic Games were a significant step towards a new era of green Games.

Sydney's environmental performance achieved new standards in the organization of mega-sport events and demonstrated that we can and should be environmentally responsible while undertaking such projects."

UNEP is also working with the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF), a non-governmental organization (NGO) based in Greece and the United States, on a variety of awareness and education programmes related to sport and the environment for the 2004 Olympic Games.

Several public service announcements (PSAs) with environmental awareness messages have been shown on Greek television and the new Athens Metro, and at the AthensInternationalAirport and the GoulandriNaturalHistoryMuseum. All the PSAs have been co-signed by ATHOC, UNEP and AEF.

As part of an "environmental leg" of the Olympic Torch Relay, supported by ATHOC, UNEP's Director of Communications, Eric Falt, will carry the Olympic Flame on 12 August, alongside Jean-Michel Cousteau, world-renowned marine explorer and President of Ocean Futures Society, and Tony Diamantidis, AEF Executive Director.

During the run-up to the Athens Games UNEP kept in close contact with the organizers and with Greek NGOs, many of whom have been critical of the Athens 2004 environmental record.

While it is generally accepted that the Games will contribute towards the improvement of the transport network and coastal areas in and around Athens and promote public awareness on key environmental issues, the NGOs have maintained that areas such as energy consumption and the building of eco-friendly facilities have fallen below expectations.

"With hindsight, better communication between the organizers and key stakeholders, particularly environmental NGOs, would have provided valuable input to the preparation and hosting of the Games", Mr. Toepfer said.

UNEP and the International Olympic Committee (IOC) signed a Cooperative Agreement in 1994 in which both organizations agreed to promote environmental considerations in sport events of the Olympic Movement. As a result, UNEP is represented on the IOC Sport and Environment Commission, which meets regularly to review environmental issues as they relate to the Olympic Games and to advise the IOC Executive Board on environmental issues. UNEP also supports the organization of the biennial IOC World Conference on Sport and Environment and regional seminars on sport and environment.

UNEP has developed an active Sport and Environment Programme since 1994 to promote the links between sport and the environment. In February 2003 the UNEP Governing Council adopted a long-term strategy on sport and the environment, which seeks to further reinforce UNEP's work in this field.

The strategy also seeks to strengthen partnerships with sports organizations and federations, and specifically requests UNEP to initiate cooperation with Olympic host cities. As a result of the adoption of the strategy, UNEP has signed agreements with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee and the Turin 2006 Winter Olympics Organizing Committee. In addition, UNEP is currently discussing a possible agreement with the Beijing 2008 Olympic Organizing Committee.

To learn more about UNEP's work on sport and the environment, please visit www.unep.org/sport_env.

CONTACT: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information Tel: +254 733 682656 or +1 917 434 9338 e-mail: Eric.falt@unep.org Theodore Oben, Head of UNEP's Sport and Environment Unit, in Nairobi Tel: +254 20 62 3262 e-mail: Theodore.oben@unep.org Jim Sniffen, UN Environment Programme, in New York Tel: +1 212 963 8094/8210

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).

LOAD-DATE: August 10, 2004
PANA Press

UNEP urges nature preservation at Athens Olympic Games

New York, UN (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) says the Olympic Games, starting in Athens, Greece this week should serve as a source of inspiration for an international recommitment to the cause of preserving nature.

"Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilisation, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer

said of the return of the Games to the country where they originated more than 2,500 years ago.

The modern Olympics began in 1896 in Athens.

"In those early Games victors were crowned with an olive wreath. The olive wreath remains as an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish," Toepfer added.

As part of its Sport and the Environment Programme, UNEP signed a memorandum of understanding with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organising Committee (ATHOC) in June for a series of public awareness activities.

An anti-littering campaign signed by UNEP and ATHOC is currently being broadcast on Greek television and would continue in various forms throughout the duration of the Games.

Brochures would also be distributed at all venues to underline the connection between sport and the

environment.

ATHOC has equally agreed to compile "Environmental Challenges and Achievements" of the 2004 Olympic Games, to offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective of all aspects of the Games - including specific assessments for the various venues.

In recent years the environment has gained increased prominence within the Olympic Movement and is officially recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the third dimension of Olympism, alongside sport and culture.

Environmental issues are also an important part of the review process of Olympic bids.

"It is important that the 2004 Games set the stage for a wider discussion on the comprehensive integration of

environmental considerations in future Games.

"It is my hope that these assessments will be a valuable tool for other host cities of the Olympic Games. The Games in Athens should spur efforts by other countries to do more to ensure that their Games are organised in an environmentally

friendly way so that the environment is indeed seen as the third pillar of Olympism," Toepfer said.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN
Can the Return of the Olympic Games to Greece Inspire a Return to Nature?



From United Nations Environment Programme
Tuesday, August 10, 2004

NAIROBI/ATHENS, 10 August 2004 - When the XXVIIIth Olympiad opens in Athens this week, global attention will focus not just on the performance of the athletes, but on the organizers as well.

In recent years the environment has gained increased prominence within the Olympic Movement. It is officially recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the third dimension of Olympism, alongside sport and culture. Environmental issues are now an important part of the review process of Olympic bids.

"The return of the Olympic Games to Athens, where they originated some 2000 years ago, has sparked renewed interest in the historic reality of the competition", said Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). "Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilization."

"In those early Games victors were crowned with an olive wreath. The olive wreath remains as an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish", he said.

As part of its Sport and the Environment Programme, UNEP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) on 3 June 2004 to implement a series of public awareness activities.

An anti-littering campaign, co-signed by UNEP and ATHOC, is currently being broadcast on Greek television and will continue in various forms throughout the Games. Brochures will be distributed at all venues to underline the connection between sport and the environment.

ATHOC has also agreed to prepare a compilation of "Environmental Challenges and Achievements" of the Athens 2004 Olympic and Paralympic Games. This will offer a detailed account of the environmental perspective of all aspects of the Games -- including specific assessments for the various venues.

"It is important that the 2004 Games set the stage for a wider discussion on the comprehensive integration of environmental considerations in future Games", Mr. Toepfer said. "It is my hope that these assessments will be a valuable tool for other host cities of the Olympic Games. The Games in Athens should spur efforts by other countries to do more to ensure that their Games are organized in an environmentally friendly way so that the environment is indeed seen as the third pillar of Olympism."

"Environmental considerations are a major component of the development of facilities and the organization of major sports events", said Mr. Toepfer. "The Sydney 2000 Olympic Games were a significant step towards a new era of green Games. Sydney's environmental performance achieved new standards in the organization of mega-sport events and demonstrated that we can and should be environmentally responsible while undertaking such projects."

UNEP is also working with the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF), a non-governmental organization (NGO) based in Greece and the United States, on a variety of awareness and education programmes related to sport and the environment for the 2004 Olympic Games.

Several public service announcements (PSAs) with environmental awareness messages have been shown on Greek television and the new Athens Metro, and at the Athens International Airport and the Goulandri Natural History Museum. All the PSAs have been co-signed by ATHOC, UNEP and AEF.

As part of an "environmental leg" of the Olympic Torch Relay, supported by ATHOC, UNEP's Director of Communications, Eric Falt, will carry the Olympic Flame on 12 August, alongside Jean-Michel Cousteau, world-renowned marine explorer and President of Ocean Futures Society, and Tony Diamantidis, AEF Executive Director.

During the run-up to the Athens Games UNEP kept in close contact with the organizers and with Greek NGOs, many of whom have been critical of the Athens 2004 environmental record.

While it is generally accepted that the Games will contribute towards the improvement of the transport network and coastal areas in and around Athens and promote public awareness on key environmental issues, the NGOs have maintained that areas such as energy consumption and the building of eco-friendly facilities have fallen below expectations.

"With hindsight, better communication between the organizers and key stakeholders, particularly environmental NGOs, would have provided valuable input to the preparation and hosting of the Games", Mr. Toepfer said.

NOTE TO EDITORS: 
UNEP and the International Olympic Committee (IOC) signed a Cooperative Agreement in 1994 in which both organizations agreed to promote environmental considerations in sport events of the Olympic Movement. As a result, UNEP is represented on the IOC Sport and Environment Commission, which meets regularly to review environmental issues as they relate to the Olympic Games and to advise the IOC Executive Board on environmental issues. UNEP also supports the organization of the biennial IOC World Conference on Sport and Environment and regional seminars on sport and environment.

UNEP has developed an active Sport and Environment Programme since 1994 to promote the links between sport and the environment. In February 2003 the UNEP Governing Council adopted a long-term strategy on sport and the environment, which seeks to further reinforce UNEP's work in this field. The strategy also seeks to strengthen partnerships with sports organizations and federations, and specifically requests UNEP to initiate cooperation with Olympic host cities. As a result of the adoption of the strategy, UNEP has signed agreements with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee and the Turin 2006 Winter Olympics Organizing Committee. In addition, UNEP is currently discussing a possible agreement with the Beijing 2008 Olympic Organizing Committee.

To learn more about UNEP's work on sport and the environment, please visit www.unep.org/sport_env


For more information, please contact: Eric Falt Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, mobile: +254-733-682656, +1-917-434.9338; or through the Hilton Hotel, Athens, tel: +30-1-210-728-1000; e-mail: Eric.falt@unep.org Alternatively, contact Theodore Oben, Head of UNEP's Sport and Environment Unit, in Nairobi, on tel: +254-20-62-3262; e-mail: Theodore.oben@unep.org.



For more information, contact:

Eric Falt
Spokesman
United Nations Environment Programme
eric.falt@unep.org
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

The 29th Olympic Sport - Recycling 
ATHENS, Greece, August 10, 2004 (ENS) - In the run-up to the start of the XXVIIIth Olympiad that opens in Athens on Friday, the organizers are promoting recycling as a new sport, the 29th sport at the Olympic Games. A new television and radio ad airing this week promotes the Recycling Program in the Olympic and Paralympic Venues. 

The audiovisual material presents the "sport" and the qualification requirements - passion, persistence and will, the organizing committee said. Through shots taken at the Tae Kwon Do Olympic venue in Faliro, "the genuine values that we all have to follow in order to achieve unique distinction are shown." 

The organizers are aiming to ensure all venues are litter-free, to reduce waste to be taken to the Landfill Site, to maximize waste sorting and recycling, and to inform and raise people's awareness of environmentally sustainable waste management. 

Spectators and all those participating in the Games can find pairs of bins at the Olympic and Paralympic venues - a blue one for recyclable material such as plastic bottles, plastic and paper glasses, and a green for all other waste. Coca Cola is the sponsor for both the bins and the radio and TV spots. 

Athenians have been practicing recycling at the Olympic venues. (Photo courtesy Athens 2004)
The recycling program is supposed to demonstrate that respect and protection of the environment are core values in the philosophy of the Games. 

In this effort, the Athens organizers have the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

"Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilization," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director. 

"In those early Games victors were crowned with an olive wreath. The olive wreath remains as an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish," he said. 

As part of its Sport and the Environment Program, UNEP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) on June 3 to implement a series of public awareness activities. 

The anti-littering campaign currently being broadcast on Greek television fulfills that MOU, and it will continue to run in various forms throughout the Games. Brochures will be distributed at all venues to underline the connection between sport and the environment. 

As part of an environmental leg of the Olympic Torch Relay, supported by ATHOC, UNEP's Director of Communications, Eric Falt, will carry the Olympic Flame on August 12, alongside Jean-Michel Cousteau, world-renowned marine explorer and president of Ocean Futures Society, and Tony Diamantidis, executive director of the Athens 2004 Environmental Foundation. 

ATHENS 2004 President Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, with Goulandris Museum of Natural History President, Niki Goulandris, and Minister of Education, Petros Efthimiou, arriving at the event held for presenting the educational material produced by the Organising Committee on the environment. June 2003. (Photo courtesy Athens 2004)
As the Athens Games approach, UNEP has kept in close contact with the organizers and with Greek NGOs, many of whom have been critical of the Athens 2004 environmental record. 

While it is generally accepted that the Games will contribute towards the improvement of the transport network and coastal areas in and around Athens and promote public awareness on key environmental issues, the NGOs have maintained that areas such as energy consumption and the building of eco-friendly facilities have fallen below expectations. 

"With hindsight, better communication between the organizers and key stakeholders, particularly environmental NGOs, would have provided valuable input to the preparation and hosting of the Games," Toepfer said. 

"It is important that the 2004 Games set the stage for a wider discussion on the comprehensive integration of environmental considerations in future Games," Toepfer said. 

"It is my hope that these assessments will be a valuable tool for other host cities of the Olympic Games," he said. "The Games in Athens should spur efforts by other countries to do more to ensure that their Games are organized in an environmentally friendly way so that the environment is indeed seen as the third pillar of Olympism."

__________________________________________________________________________________________The Nation (Dubai)

Over 800 to join clean-up campaign on beaches, reefs
By A Staff Reporter
Dubai: 

More than 800 volunteers in the UAE, including 300 divers, will help remove and recycle rubbish from beaches, reefs and dive sites.

The event is part of the Clean Up The World initiative involving thousands of people throughout the Middle East who will clean-up streets, beaches, reefs and coastal areas along the Mediterranean and the Arabian seas.

The 2004 Clean Up the World weekend, September 17 to 19, will be an opportunity for members and volunteers from around the world to celebrate environmental achievements and will be a time of action as volunteers clean-up their local area. 

"In a diverse region such as the Middle East, it's vital that everyone, from the Mediterranean Sea to the Arabian Sea, helps reduce the impact of waste on the environment and the surrounding seas and oceans," said Ian Kiernan, chairman and founder of Clean Up the World. 

Participation is expected to increase in countries all over the Middle East, including the GCC.

"It is wonderful to see an increase in participation in this region and I encourage more groups and people to register for free as members of Clean Up the World and take simple steps to protect their environment," Kiernan said. 

Clean Up the World, held in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), mobilises more than 30 million volunteers from over 100 countries annually.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Straits Times (Malaysia)
August 10, 2004, Tuesday

More companies join battle to save turtles

BODY:
KUALA TERENGGANU, Mon. - More corporate citizens are joining Kolej Universiti Sains dan Teknologi Malaysia's Sea Turtle Research Unit (Seatru) in its battle to save the oldest living sea creature from
extinction. 

Seatru head Professor Dr Chan Eng Heng said Laguna Redang Beach Resort and Coral Beach Resort had pledged their support for the conservation of the reptiles.

She said the unit had previously depended mostly on UDA Holdings Berhad together with donations from Kuala Lumpur International School and a number of private donors.

"Laguna is not only donating money but its staff are also actively involved in protecting the eggs found on its beach," she said at a cheque presentation at the resort.

"More than 100 Green turtle eggs have been successfully hatched on its beach since June. All the hatchlings have been released into the sea."

Seatru received RM20,000 from UDA, RM10,000 from Laguna Redang and RM2,000 from Coral Beach at the ceremony.

"We have been buying turtle eggs since 1993 and will continue to do so until a ban on the collection and sale of all turtle eggs is imposed by the State Government," Dr Chan said.

In the last 11 years, more than 300,000 eggs have been saved for incubation, with more than a quarter of a million hatchlings returned to the sea. The project won the United Nations Environmental Programme's
Global 500 Award for 2001.

Laguna Redang executive chairman Datuk Toh Seng Tat said it would be a "disaster" if turtles were to disappear from the island.

"We will do everything in our power to save the turtles," he said, adding that Terengganu's tourism industry had long benefited from its turtles.
                              
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Tehran Times

Tehran Meeting, A Success: ECO Official 
10 August 2004
Tehran Times Agriculture Desk 
TEHRAN (MNA) –The recent meeting of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) working group on developing energy resources in Tehran was a success, said here Monday an official in ECO, Petroenergy Information Network reported. 

Shamil Aleskerov, director for energy, mines and environment affairs of the organization added the organization has clear environmental programs that will be implemented in cooperation with ECO member countries including Iran. 

He noted that ECO was issuing a seasonal news bulletin on progress of biennial programs of member countries. 

“ECO does not enjoy many financial resources for its programs and for this reason cooperation with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Global Environmental Facilities (GEF) and World Meteorological Organization (WMO) could help member countries to go ahead with their environmental programs,” he noted. 

Aleskerov noted that regional director of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) will travel to Iran in August to negotiate more cooperation as well as allocation of organizational credits.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Indian Villagers Flee Threat of Tibet Flash Flood
CHANDIGARH, India - India has evacuated a thousand villagers from a Himalayan valley on fears a lake in China will burst its banks and flood across the border, officials said yesterday. 

The threat of flash flooding comes amid South Asia's worst monsoon flooding in 15 years that has killed more than 1,700 people, mostly in Bangladesh and eastern India. 

The lake has formed behind a landslide late last month that blocked the Pareechu River, a tributary of the River Sutlej in Tibet, Indian satellite images show. 

China has ruled out controlled blasting of the landslip to allow the water to gradually drain because of the area's mountainous terrain, the officials said. 

Eight villages on the banks of the Sutlej in the northern Indian state of Himachal Pradesh, around 230 miles north of New Delhi, have been evacuated and 350 more villagers are threatened by floods. 

Power supplies to northern India have been disrupted as one of three power plants at risk from flash floods has been partially shut down. 

"About a thousand people living downstream of the Sutlej ... have been moved to safer areas," state Irrigation Minister Vidya Stokes said. 

In 2000, a flash flood on the Sutlej killed more than 70 people and damaged around 100 bridges. 

State Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh said the government and armed forces were keeping an hourly watch on water levels. 

"The state administration is keeping a round-the-clock watch on the situation and people have been advised to move to higher reaches in the mountains," he said. 

Bad weather and rugged mountain terrain have hampered efforts to find a way out of the mounting crisis on the Pareechu river, which flows into the Sutlej valley. 

H.K. Sharma, director of the Nathpa Jhakri Hydel Project downstream from the lake, said negotiations were underway with Chinese authorities. 

"A team of flood experts is awaiting permission from China in order to survey the Pareechu lake area and update the threat perception," he said. 

"Recent satellite imagery has shown an increase in the lake area from 150 hectares on Aug 6 to 188 hectares today." 

Power generation has been partly suspended at the Nathpa Jhakri project, which supplies around a third of the power to India's northern grid, because of the threat of the floodwaters, and the Rajiv Gandhi and Karcham-Wangtu projects are also at risk. 

Story by Geetinder Garewal 

Story Date: 11/8/2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 11 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Life on the brink
The Age, Australia, August 11, 2004 - As the human population explodes, other species are running out of food and space. Tim Radford reports. - Chimpanzees in the tropical rainforest of Ivory Coast are being killed by an anthrax epidemic. But as terrible as the outbreak, it is only the latest in a series of threats to the great apes. An ebola epidemic is believed to have killed more than half the chimpanzees and gorillas in large areas of central Africa. The most urgent threat, however, comes from humans.
Last month Klaus Topfer, the director-general of the UN environment program, wrote to the governments of Uganda, Rwanda and Congo, warning that according to satellite studies, the Virunga National Park was being colonised by farmers at the rate of two square kilometres a day. The park is home to half of the world’s population of mountain gorillas. There are only 700 left. 
A week later, Marcel Cardillo — a scientist at Imperial College, London — raised the same problem in a different way. He plotted the density of human populations in Africa and predicted that many African carnivores would be endangered or extinct by 2030. 
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/10/1092102450554.html?oneclick=true 

Let the Olympic Games inspire a recommitment to preserving nature – UN 

UN New Center, 10 August 2004 – The United Nations environmental agency today called for the Olympic Games, starting in Athens this week, to serve as a source of inspiration for an international recommitment to the cause of preserving nature. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=11595&Cr=olympic&Cr1= 

General Environment News


Australian farmers face increased competition 
China Daily, China (Jason Gale) 2004-08-11 06:08 - Australian wheat farmers, facing a lower-than-expected harvest due to the return of an El Nino-linked drought, are counting competition from Russia, the Ukraine and Kazakhstan among threats to their business.
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-08/11/content_364133.htm 

El Nino may return in Asia-Pacific late 2004
Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam, August 10, 2004 - New York (VNA) - The US National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has forecast that El Nino conditions are likely to return to the Asia-Pacific region in three months.
The NOAA Climate Prediction Centre said that sea surface temperatures have risen in the central Pacific Ocean and may "indicate the possible early stages of a warm episode".
El Nino is a disruption of the ocean-atmosphere system in the Tropical Pacific having important consequences for weather and climate around the globe.
Severe El Ninos, as happened in 1997-98, could cause searing drought in Australia, the Philippines and Indonesia while flooding South American countries. Another Nino in 2002-03 caused the worst drought in Australia in a century and other natural disasters in other countries in the Pacific, killing hundreds of people and causing billions of US dollars in damange.
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=32&NEWS_ID=112901 
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Venezuela
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the Venezuela referendum.

The Secretary-General is keeping abreast of developments in Venezuela and notes that preparations for the referendum have proceeded in accordance with the constitutional process.  He welcomes the role played by international observers, particularly the Organization of American States and the CarterCenter.

The Secretary-General wishes to remind the Government of Venezuela and all political sectors that, when his Special Adviser visited Caracas from 20 to 24 July, all sides committed themselves to resolving issues relating to, and deriving from, the referendum of 15 August through consultations and dialogue.  The Secretary-General remains convinced that only thus will Venezuelans ensure a successful outcome of the referendum and prevent further polarization of their society.

The Secretary-General reiterates the commitment of the United Nations to continue supporting Venezuelans in their search for a constitutional, democratic solution to their political differences.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, and the Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa Ismail met today in Khartoum to co-sign a transmittal letter to the Secretary-General and to President Omer Hassan Al Bashir, officially presenting to them the Darfur Plan of Action.

You will recall that the Plan of Action was signed on 5 August by Mr. Pronk and the Foreign Minister, and subsequently approved by the Sudanese Cabinet on Sunday, 8 August.  Both the cover letter and the Plan of Action were sent today to both their recipients.

Mr. Pronk also discussed with the Sudanese Foreign Minister the preparations for the forthcoming meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism which will take place the day after tomorrow.  This meeting will focus on the status on the implementation of the 3 July Joint Communiqué and the Darfur Plan of Action.

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) is expressing concern that in West Darfur the local authorities and Government of Sudan are continuing to put pressure on displaced people to return to villages that are not safe and do not offer any possibility of a decent life, since most of the crops and homes have been destroyed by rampaging militia.  In South Darfur, the Government has said it intends to move tens of thousands of displaced people now living in Kalma camp and Kas town, both near Nyala.  More details are available in the briefing notes from Geneva that we have upstairs.

**Security Council
There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

Tomorrow, the Council will hold an open briefing, followed by consultations, on the Middle East.  Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast will brief Council members on the latest developments concerning Israel and the Palestinians.

Then, in the afternoon, the Council has scheduled consultations to discuss the Secretary-General’s report on the UN Mission in Iraq (UNAMI), which Council members received late last week.

**Southern Lebanon
The Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, Staffan di Mistura, today called on the Israeli authorities to bring an end to ongoing breaches of the Blue Line.

De Mistura expressed his dismay at numerous Israeli air violations that have taken place over the last 36 hours.  He said there were four air violations of the Blue Line yesterday, and a further six recorded today. 

The Personal Representative said that these air violations disturbed the relative calm that had returned to the Blue Line since the events of 20 July.  He reminds all parties that one violation cannot justify another.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire
The UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI) reports that Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo yesterday signed a decree providing specific new details concerning the powers conferred on the Prime Minister, Seydou Diarra.

The language of that decree was worked out with the Secretary-General’s help at the recent summit in Accra, Ghana on the subject of Côte d’Ivoire.  Its signing is a welcome development in line with the “Accra III Agreement” signed at the end of that summit.

**Kenya
The United Nations today launched a flash appeal for almost $97 million for food and basic supplies for Kenya’s drought-affected population.  The appeal, launched with the Kenyan Government and other partners, covers the six months from now until next February.

Currently, an estimated 2.3 million Kenyans need emergency relief assistance, and the total food needed for the next six months is about 166,000 metric tons.  We have more information upstairs in a press release from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

**World Health Organization/Afghanistan
The World Health Organization (WHO) is taking part in an emergency initiative which should dramatically reduce the incidence of leishmaniasis in Kabul, Afghanistan, in less than two years.  Cutaneous leishmaniasis is a disabling disease transmitted by the bite of a sand fly.  It leads to disfigurement, usually on the face and hands, and social stigma, particularly for women and children.  We have more on that upstairs.

**World Food Programme/Angola
The World Food Programme (WFP) says an acute funding shortage is seriously hampering international efforts to resettle tens of thousands of people who fled their homes in Angola during the long civil war. 

WFP has received only $45 million, just 18 per cent, of its appeal for $253 million to feed 1.4 million returning refugees and displaced people until the end of next year.  This has forced it to slash cereal rations by half, and unless there are immediate new donations, no cereals at all will be distributed in September, which is when the lean season starts.  We have more on that from WFP upstairs.

**Locust Plague in West Africa
Last week, we mentioned the locust problem plaguing parts of West Africa.  It’s already caused serious crop damage in Mauritania, Mali and Niger -– and has spread for the first time now to Chad.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says the locusts have entered Chad because of winds -- and aid workers are concerned that these winds will eventually take them on into Darfur, Sudan.

Meanwhile, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says that aid pledged by donors at a recent locust-control meeting in Algiers is starting to trickle in.  At the same meeting, government officials from various West African countries appealed to the international community for at least $58 million to help step up locust-control activities.

**United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
Finally, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) says we may be seeing the possible emergence of a new geography of international investment flows.  It says that foreign direct investment from developing countries to other developing countries seems to be growing faster than that from developing countries to developed countries.  We have more on this in an UNCTAD press release.

That is all I have for your.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  What is the difference between Prendergast and Larsen?  They seem to be giving reports all the time.

Spokesman:  Well, one is the head of the Political Affairs Department here in the Secretariat in New York, and Mr. Larsen is the Special Envoy operating out of, well, his office [is] in Gaza.  I think he might have relocated some of his people from that office as a result of the security situation there, but he is based in Gaza.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





 	


� HYPERLINK  \l "Games" ��Xinhua - Can return of Olympic Games to Greece inspire return to nature?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Torch" ��Deutsche Presse-Agentur - Olympic Torch to be carried by environmentalists�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Olympiad" ��M2 Presswire - UN: Environmental issues being promoted at Athens Olympiad�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��PANA Press - UNEP urges nature preservation at Athens Olympic Games�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nature" ��ENN - Can the Return of the Olympic Games to Greece Inspire a Return to Nature?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Recycling" ��ENS - The 29th Olympic Sport - Recycling� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleanup" ��The Nation (Dubai) - Over 800 to join clean-up campaign on beaches, reefs�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Turtles" ��New Straits Times (Malaysia) - More companies join battle to save turtles��


Tehran Times - Tehran Meeting, A Success: ECO Official �























Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
16

_1153630614.unknown

_1153630619.unknown

_1153630621.unknown

_1153630622.unknown

_1153630620.unknown

_1153630616.unknown

_1153630618.unknown

_1153630615.unknown

_1153630609.unknown

_1153630612.unknown

_1153630613.unknown

_1153630610.unknown

_1153630607.unknown

_1153630608.unknown

_1153630604.unknown

_1153630605.unknown

_1153630603.unknown

_1153630602.unknown

