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BBC

2003 climate havoc 'cost $60bn' 

     A UN conference on climate change has been warned about the growing

     impact of global warming on mankind. 

     Senior UN official Klaus Toepfer said climate change was a reality that would

     increasingly lead to human suffering and economic hardship. 

     Natural disasters, mostly caused by extreme weather, cost more than $60bn

     this year alone, the international conference in Italy was told. 

     However a senior US politician has cast doubt on the climate change warnings. 

     Organisers of the conference in Milan had hoped to get final ratification needed

     to put the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gas emissions into effect. 

     But in the last few days, Russia - whose support is vital after the US pulled out

     of the accord - has said it is having second thoughts about signing. 

     Extreme weather 

     The conference - into its 10th day before finishing on Friday - heard that the

     effects of climate change were already being felt. 

     "Climate change is already having an impact on mankind, especially in

     developing countries," said China's chief delegate Liu Jiang. 

             Global warming is the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on

             the American people and the world 

             US Senator James Inhofe 

     Mr Toepfer said: "Climate change is not a prognosis, it is a reality that is and will increasingly

     bring human suffering and economic hardship". 

     UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan spoke of the heightened frequency of extreme weather

     events in recent years. 

     ""There is growing concern that this trend is likely to continue," he said. 

     The conference was shown some of the findings by insurance firm Munich Re, which has been

     tracking the cost of global natural disasters. 

     Europe's extreme summer heat wave was the biggest single event this year - costing more than

     $10bn in agricultural losses alone and killing some 20,000 people. 

     However, some remain unconvinced about the arguments for accords such as Kyoto. 

     'Hoax' 

     US Senator James Inhofe, who chairs the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works,

     says it is inconsistent with freedom, prosperity and environmental policy progress. 

     "I'm becoming more and more convinced... that global warming is the greatest hoax ever

     perpetrated on the American people and the world," he told a conference briefing. 

             Financial cost of 2003's disasters 

             Europe's summer heat wave - $10bn 

             Flooding in China - nearly $8bn 

             Tornado in US Midwest - $3bn insured losses 

             Source: Munich Re 

     The BBC's David Bamford in Washington says Mr Inhofe's view fits neatly with the majority

     view in the US congress - that America should do nothing about the issue. 

     Our correspondent says members of the Republican-led congress know the US is at odds with

     scientific experts. 

     However, obliging industrial plants to reduce emissions would be a vote loser, because most

     Americans would assume it meant a reduction in production, job losses and a rise in

     household energy bills. 

     The last attempt in October to introduce such a bill failed in the Senate, even though it was

     co-sponsored across party lines by Democrat Joe Liebermann and Republican John McCain. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

December 10, 2003 Wednesday 10:58 AM Eastern Time

Natural disasters cost 60 billion dollars in 2003: study

      DATELINE: MILAN, Dec 10

      BODY:

      Natural disasters, most of them caused by extreme weather, cost the world more than 60 billion dollars in

      2003, up from 55 billion dollars in 2002, according to details from an insurance industry study released at a

      UN climate conference here.

      "The high economic losses ... are part of a worrying trend that is being linked with climate change," the

      United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said, releasing excerpts from a study conducted by

      Munich Re, one of the world's biggest reinsurance companies.

      The biggest single event was Europe's extreme summer heatwave, which cost more than 10 billion dollars in

      agricultural losses alone and killed some 20,000 people. 

      The second costliest event was the flooding along the Huai and Yangtze rivers in China between July and

      September.

      Some 650,000 apartments were damaged, with overall losses at nearly eight billion dollars.

      In terms of insured losses, however, the biggest hit was in the United States, where tornado damage in the

      Midwest in April and May cost insurers more than three billion dollars.

      The figures are preliminary "snapshot" findings from Munich Re, which will be published in full at the end of

      the year. It has been tracking the economic and insured losses from natural and weather-related

      catastrophes since the 1950s.

      UNEP released the data on the sidelines of a meeting of signatories of the UN Framework Convention on

      Climate Change (UNFCCC), the parent treaty of the Kyoto Protocol on global warming.

      Scientists say that the billions of tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other carbon gases emitted each year

      by the burning of fossil fuels are trapping the sun's heat rather than letting it radiate safely into space.

      In the past year or two, some voices in the scientific community have started to suggest that climate

      change has already started, inflicting prolonged droughts, sudden floods and freak storms.

      Others remain unsure, and point out that ever-higher financial and human losses can also derive from

      building homes in places that are exposed to natural disasters.

      Thomas Loster, head of weather/climate risks research at Munich Re, said that the final years of the 1990s

      and the early years of the early 21st century had been marked by increasingly "extreme" weather and

      climate-related events.

      "We will have to get used to the fact that extreme summers, like the one we had in Europe this year, are to

      be expected more frequently in the future and that they will become more or less the norm of the middle of

      the century.

      "The summer of 2003, with its extensive losses, is therefore a glimpse into the future, a 'future summer' so

      to speak."

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said: "Climate change is not a prognosis, it is a reality that is, and

      will increasingly, bring human suffering and economic hardship."

      The Kyoto Protocol requires industrialised signatories to cut their emissions of "greenhouse" gases by

      2008-12 compared with their 1990 levels.

      It still requires Russia's ratification to become law after the United States walked out.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

United Press International

December 10, 2003 Wednesday 16:50 PM Eastern Time

Disasters cost $60 billion in 2003

      DATELINE: MILAN, Italy, Dec. 10 (UPI)

      BODY:

      The world's natural disasters, most of which were weather-related, cost more than $60 billion in 2003, up

      from about $55 billion the year before.

      The calculation was announced Wednesday as part of a preliminary report released at a meeting sponsored

      by the U.N. Environment Program. The final report will be published at the end of the month.

      An extreme summer heat wave, in which crops and livestock wilted across many parts of Europe and some

      20,000 people died, was the most costly event, the report said, with agricultural losses alone estimated at

      more than $10 billion.

      In addition, floods along the Huai and Yangtze rivers in China between July and September damaged some

      650,000 homes and cost nearly $8 billion.

      The biggest insured losses were in the United States where a series of tornadoes ripped through the

      Midwest in April and May, leaving a trail of destruction. The storms cost insurers more than $3 billion, the

      report said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

Weather Related Natural Disasters in 2003 Cost the World Billions 



From UN Environment ProgrammeWednesday, December 10, 2003MILAN/NAIROBI, 10 December 2003 - Natural disasters, the lion's share of which were weather-related catastrophes, cost the world over $60 billion in 2003 up from around $55 billion the year before.

The high economic losses, highlighted in a report by experts with the Finance Initiative of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), are part of a worrying trend that is being linked with climate change.

UNEP is calling on Governments, business and industry to back emerging emissions-trading markets as one way of tackling the crisis.

The extreme summer heat wave, in which crops and livestock wilted across many parts of Europe and some 20,000 people were killed, is expected to have been the most costly single event with agricultural losses alone estimated to be over $10 billion.

The second most costly events are likely to have been the floods along the Huai and Yangtze Rivers in China between July and September. Some 650,000 apartments were damaged with overall losses estimated at nearly $8 billion.

The biggest insured losses were in the United States where a series of tornadoes ripped through the Midwest in April and May leaving a trail of destruction in their wake. They are calculated to have cost insurers more than $3 billion.

These are just some of the preliminary "snapshot" findings from Munich Re, one of the world's biggest re-insurance companies, which has been tracking the economic and insured losses as a result of natural and weather-related catastrophes since the 1950s. The final, full report will be completed at the end of the month.

Thomas Loster, Head of Weather/Climate Risks Research at the company and Head of the Climate Change Working Group of the UNEP Finance Initiative, said today that the years of the late 1990s and early 21st century had been marked by increasingly "extreme" weather and climate-related events.

"We will have to get used to the fact that extreme summers, like the one we had in Europe this year, are to be expected more frequently in the future and that they will become more or less the norm by the middle of the century. The summer of 2003, with its extensive losses, is therefore a glimpse into the future, a 'future summer' so to speak", he said.

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, added: "Climate change is not a prognosis, it is a reality that is, and will increasingly, bring human suffering and economic hardship. Developed countries have a responsibility to reduce their emissions, but also have a responsibility to help developing countries adapt to the impacts of global warming. So I welcome pledges, made here in Milan and amounting to over $400 million, which will support funds that will help poorer nations cope with the impacts. We need to make these operational."

"The Kyoto Protocol, the instrument agreed on in 1997 as the way to deliver these goals, remains unratified and not in force. However, this cannot be an alibi for inaction and indeed many countries, industries, local authorities, businesses and non-governmental organizations are acting. You only have to look at the numerous programmes underway in places like Europe, North America and Japan designed to encourage cleaner and renewable energies, promote energy efficiency in the workplace and in homes and introduce new technologies, like hydrogen fuels for cars, to see that the world is not deaf, nor blind, to the seriousness of this most alarming of global threats", he said.

"But, as national emission figures now show (see notes to editors), the effort is not enough and many countries including ones in Europe are seeing an upturn in emissions of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, despite having ratified the Kyoto Protocol. So here, in Milan, we need to engage with even greater vigour in this marathon race against climate change. We need political will, technological innovation and economic creativity. One key weapon is emissions trading. I would therefore urge the heads of all large corporations to join the various schemes being proposed so that market forces and market instruments, properly regulated by Governments, can play their part", said Mr. Toepfer.

The Climate Change Working Group of the UNEP Finance Initiative today also launched a briefing document highlighting the opportunities and challenges of emissions trading and aimed at the Chief Executive Officers of large corporations.

The report says that several national and regional emissions trading schemes have been launched or are being proposed including a Europe-wide scheme planned for 1 January 2005 that plans to trade some 1,200 million tonnes or just under half of the European Community's carbon dioxide emissions, and others in Canada, Japan and the United Kingdom.

It argues that, crucial to the success of such schemes, will be "liquidity", broad participation by business and industry and legislation that progressively makes carbon emissions more expensive.

Paul Clements-Hunt, Head of the UNEP Finance Initiative Secretariat, said emissions trading had the potential to encourage highly polluting industries to invest in "carbon abatement" technologies by making it more and more expensive to pollute.

Such schemes should also encourage direct investments in projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions such as tree planting or renewable energy schemes in the developing world.

"Companies need to start planning for emissions trading now by allocating future expenditure for anti-pollution abatement technologies and by carrying out thorough and rigorous assessments of their greenhouse gas emissions. Otherwise they may find themselves exposed to higher and higher costs related to their carbon emissions which may make them less attractive to banks and other lending institutions", he said.

For example, under the planned European scheme, power, steel, paper and other participating companies face a fine of 40 Euros for each tonne of carbon dioxide they emit above their approved level. The fine will rise to 100 Euros a tonne after 2008.


Notes to Editors: Munich Re's full findings on the economic and insured costs of weather related natural catastrophes in 2003 is expected to be published at the end of 2003; see www.munichre.com

UNEP's Finance Initiative CEO Briefing on Emissions Trading: Climate Change Working Group Statement is available at www.unepfi.net or www.unep.org

Graphics of national greenhouse gas emissions figures have been compiled by UNEP GRID-Arendal and are available at www.grida.no/climate


For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, on Tel: +254-20-623292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media in Milan, on Mobile: +254-733-632755, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Asia-Pacific News

China floods part of disturbing climate trend, UN says 

[This is the print version of story http://www.abc.net.au/asiapacific/news/GoAsiaPacificBNA_1007710.htm] 


China floods part of disturbing climate trend, UN says 

Natural disasters, most of them caused by extreme weather, cost the world more than $US60 billion in 2003.

Details of the insurance industry study have been released at a UN climate conference in Milan.

The UN's Environment Programme, UNEP, says the high economic losses are part of a disturbing trend that's linked with climate change.

Europe's extreme summer heatwave this year cost more than $US10 billion in agricultural losses and killed 20,000 people.


___________________________________________________________________________________________

The News International

‘Natural disasters cost world $60bn in 2003’

MILAN: Natural disasters, most of them caused by extreme weather, cost the world more than 60 billion dollars in 2003, up from 55 billion dollars in 2002, according to details from an insurance industry study released at a UN climate conference here. The high economic losses are part of a worrying trend that is being linked with climate change, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said, releasing excerpts from a study conducted by Munich Re, one of the world’s biggest reinsurance companies. The biggest single event was Europe’s extreme summer heat wave, which cost more than 10 billion dollars in agricultural losses alone and killed some 20,000 people.

The Age

Climate change has started 

December 11, 2003 

Leaders at a UN conference on climate change, backed by fresh data from the insurance industry, said today global warming was already kicking in, years ahead of most scientific predictions. 

But the vehicle designed to combat the threat, the Kyoto Protocol, remained deep in the mire, awaiting a clear sign from Russia that it would transform the draft deal into an international treaty to cut greenhouse-gas pollution. 

The meeting of environment ministers, gathered under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), heard many delegates say the flurry of droughts, storms and floods of the past few years pointed to a planetary weather system that was already being disrupted. 

"Climate change is already having an impact on mankind, especially in developing countries," said chief Chinese delegate Liu Jiang, whose country was hit by catastrophic flooding this year. 

"The effects of climate change are already evident," said Environment Minister Altero Matteoli of Italy, current chairman of the EU, which in 2003 suffered its hottest summer on record. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, in an address read to the meeting, also suggested the first impacts of global warming could be felt today. 

"The heightened frequency and intensity of extreme weather events and associated natural disasters that we have seen in recent years -- such as the serious droughts this summer in India and Europe, and the storms that devastated parts of North America -- is consistent with this conclusion," said Annan. 

"There is growing concern that this trend is likely to continue." 

According to details from an annual estimate compiled by reinsurance giant Munich Re, natural disasters, most of them caused by extreme weather, cost the world more than $US60 billion ($A81.1 billion) in 2003, up from $US55 billion ($A74.34 billion) in 2002. 

Europe's heatwave was the biggest single item, at $US10 billion ($A13.52 billion) in agricultural losses alone, while flooding on China's Huai and Yangtze rivers cost $US8 billion ($A10.81 billion). 

The biggest single insured loss was in the United States, where tornado damage in the Midwest cost the insurers $US3 billion ($A4.06 billion), according to the figures, released by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

"Climate change is not a prognosis, it is a reality that is and will increasingly bring human suffering and economic hardship," said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer. 

Evidence that the uncontrolled burning of fossil fuels is trapping solar heat, creating a "greenhouse" effect, has progressively strengthened over the past decade. 

But when, where and how bad the impact would be on the planet's fragile climate system were unknowns, according to the usual scientific consensus. 

Most projections suggested the first could be felt perhaps a decade or more from now. 

In the past few years, though, more and more scientists have come to embrace the view that climate change may have already started. 

Others remain unconvinced, insisting that longer-term data is needed and pointing out that ever-higher losses can also derive from building more homes in places exposed to natural disasters. 

As for the Kyoto Protocol, Russia left ministers wondering today whether, as it has promised, it will ratify the pact, thus pushing it over a threshold that will turn it into an international treaty. 

Russian delegation chief Aleksander Bedritsky called for "coordinated efforts from all the international community" to combat climate change, but made no reference at all to ratification. 

Green groups were outraged that Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, busy with preparing an EU summit, failed to show up to give flagging Kyoto a vital push. 

Of the 188 states and entities at the UNFCCC talks, 120 have ratified it so far. 

The big holdouts are Australia, Russia and the United States. The US delegation today bluntly warned it would monitor Kyoto negotiations, using its observer status as a full UNFCCC member, to bar any perceived discrimination against US interests. 

_OREGONIAN (Portland)

 Effort against extinction                                                        

 The 30-year-old federal Endangered Species Act, long under attack, now includes   1,200 species, 24 of which are in Oregon                                                                    

 12/10/03                                                                         

 JOE ROJAS-BURKE                                                                  

 Five times in the history of Earth, catastrophic forces                                                       

 cleared the planet of a large fraction of living                                                         

 things.                                                                          

 An unstable global climate veered through ice ages. Giant asteroids smashed into  the planet. Whole branches of the tree of life                                                              

 disappeared from the fossil record, taking out the dinosaurs and great winged reptiles as well as woolly mammoths and other giant      

 mammals last seen in North America about 11,000 years ago.                                                                          

 A sixth mass extinction is under way, driven by humankind's exponential                                                          

 population growth and expanding use of land and  sea. Thirty     years ago this month, the emerging crisis drove Congress to pass the                                                  

 broadest and most powerful                                                       

 wildlife protection law restore  in   U.S. history -- the  Endangered Species Act of 1973. Its urgent goals: to                                                       

 fend off further  extinctions; to imperiled species to self-sustaining abundance;                           

 and to protect the prairies mountains, lakes, to   streams 

 and other habitat needed  sustain wildlife.                                                                

 The noble sentiment attracted almost universal support, at first. Richard  Nixon, the Republican  president who signed the bill into law, said existing federal law "simply does not provide the kind of management tools needed to act early enough to save a vanishing species."                                                              

                                  _________________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

10 December 03

Greenhouse gas 'plan B' gaining support 

Exclusive from New Scientist Print Edition. Subscribe and get 4 free issues. 

The Kyoto protocol is dying a death of a thousand cuts. Last week, the US reiterated that it wants nothing to do with the sole international agreement designed to save the world from runaway global warming. 

The European Union, Kyoto's main promoter, revealed that most of its members will not meet their treaty's obligations. And Russia once again seemed to be on the point of wrecking the protocol completely. 

These blows follow a history of bureaucratic squabbling and political posturing by the protocol's signatories, and many observers now fear that it has been damaged beyond repair. So does the world have a plan B for bringing the emissions of greenhouse gases under control? 

The answer is yes, and it goes by the name "contraction and convergence", or C&C. The idea has been around for a decade, but lately it has been gaining ever more influential converts, such as the UK's Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution, the UN Environment Programme, the European Parliament and the German Advisory Council on Global Change, which last week released a report supporting the idea. 

A source within the German delegation in Milan said this week that his government was taking the idea "very seriously indeed". Even observers outside the environmental establishment, such as the World Council of Churches, back the proposal. 


Simple and fair 

For the past two weeks, representatives from around the world have been in Milan, Italy, for COP9, the ninth annual meeting of signatories to the 1992 Framework Convention on Climate Change. Many of them now privately admit that C&C is what we have been waiting for. 

While Kyoto has become a convoluted, arbitrary and short-term measure to mitigate climate change, C&C could provide a simple, fair, long-term solution. And above all, it is based on science rather than politics. 

The "contraction" in C&C is shorthand for reducing the total global output of greenhouse gases. At the Earth Summit in Rio in 1992, the world's governments agreed to act to prevent dangerous climatic change. The Kyoto treaty was their first fumbling attempt to meet that pledge, and if implemented would set emissions targets for industrialised nations for the period 2008 to 2012. 

But increasing numbers of delegates are viewing Kyoto as part of the problem, not part of the solution. Its labyrinthine rules allow nations to offset emissions with devices such as carbon-sink projects, and are so complex they are virtually unenforceable. Even if Kyoto becomes international law, it cannot be the blueprint for future deals beyond 2012. A new start is needed. 

These delegates argue that it is time to get back to first principles ­ to find a formula to fight the "dangerous" climate change mentioned in the Rio treaty. And there is an emerging consensus that "dangerous" means any warming in excess of 2 °C above pre-industrial levels; so far temperatures have risen by 0.6 °C. 


Drastic cuts 

To keep below the 2 °C ceiling will mean keeping global atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, the most important greenhouse gas, below about 450 parts per million. But because CO2 and other greenhouse gases linger in the atmosphere for a century or more, staying below that ceiling will mean drastic cuts in emissions over the next 50 years. 

The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution has decided that a 60 per cent cut in global emissions by 2050 is needed, which the British government has adopted as its national target. But if the world is to manage such a transformation, then hard choices will have to be made. 

And that is where the "convergence" part of C&C comes in. Industrialised nations have so far done most of the polluting. The US emits 25 times as much CO2 per head as India, for example, but if pollution is to be rationed, that cannot carry on. 

So under the C&C proposals, national emissions will converge year by year towards some agreed target based upon each country's population (see graph). In effect, by a target date that the Royal Commission and Germany's advisory council agree should be 2050, every citizen of the world should have an equal right to pollute.


Emerging technologies 

The average global citizen is responsible for pumping just over a tonne of carbon into the air each year. To prevent dangerous climate change, while allowing for some population increase, the world has to reduce that figure to around 0.3 tonnes per head. 

That target is not quite as daunting as it sounds. Emerging technologies for generating energy without burning fossil fuel and for increased energy efficiency suggest it is achievable within a few decades without serious damage to the world's economic health. 

But because some nations will find it harder than others to meet their targets, especially early on, the C&C formula also embraces the idea of countries trading emissions permits. This is already part of the Kyoto formula, but with every nation in the world involved, and with far more stringent targets, it would be a much bigger business. 

Many of the politicians and diplomats most intimately involved in negotiating the Kyoto Protocol targets six years ago have emerged as supporters of C&C in Milan. "We should not be fixated on Kyoto but on the climate change problem itself and what comes after Kyoto," said Raul Esatrada, the Argentinian diplomat who chaired the crucial Kyoto negotiations. And that, he says, is likely to mean C&C. 

The chief climate negotiator for the US under President Clinton, Eileen Claussen, says that "almost any long-term solution will embody a high degree of contraction and convergence." She predicts it will become "an importance force in the negotiation". 


Pollution for sale 

On the face of it, C&C seems anathema to countries like the US, which would have to buy large numbers of pollution credits in the early years. But it does meet most of the criticisms made by the Bush administration of the Kyoto protocol. 

In particular, Bush called it unfair that Asian trading competitors, as developing nations, had no targets. Under C&C every nation would ultimately have the same target. Some, such as China, already have per-capita emissions in excess of targets they might have to meet by mid-century. 

But perhaps the greatest attraction of C&C is the complete break it would make from the horse-trading, short-term fixing and endless complications that have plagued efforts to bring the Kyoto protocol into effect. In 2002, the US shocked the world by refusing to ratify the treaty, and just last week the EU, its biggest cheerleader, admitted that only two member states, Sweden and the UK, were on course to meet the targets laid down in 1997.

As business grinds on in Milan, the bureaucratic tangles of the Kyoto protocol are becoming ever more convoluted as nations discuss matters such as whether rubber plantations might, like forests, count as a "carbon sink" for which they can claim credit. 

Six years after the heady Kyoto night when 171 nations thought they had signed up to save the world, the disconnect between the science and the politics remains huge.

Fred Pearce

____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Annan urges Russia to ratify crucial Kyoto

MILAN, Italy - U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged Russia to salvage the Kyoto protocol, calling the plan a first step in a decades-long push to combat global warming. 

"I encourage all remaining (developed) countries that have not joined in this crucial global endeavour to expedite the ratification process," Annan said in a written statement on Wednesday to a 180-nation conference attended by environment ministers. 

He cited growing concern about rising sea levels, crop failures and heat waves linked to emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The 1997 Kyoto protocol cannot enter into force without backing from Russia after President George W. Bush pulled the United States, the world's biggest polluter, out in 2001. Bush faced sniping from Kyoto supporters in Milan for his withdrawal. 

To take effect, Kyoto must be accepted by nations responsible for 55 percent of emissions of carbon dioxide in rich states. It has reached 44 percent and needs Russia's 17 percent after the United States withdrew its 36 percent share. 

EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom predicted Russia would ratify in the end and said Moscow was holding out for the best deal possible, including investments to improve energy efficiency in creaking Soviet-era factories. 

"They have everything to gain, they know that," she told Reuters. "They are trying to get the most out of it. They hold the key to the entry into force of the protocol, of course they want to make full use of it." 

Russia has pulled back from previous promises to ratify and sent contradictory signals about its intentions, expressing concern that Kyoto might restrain economic growth. 

DECADES 

Annan said Kyoto was only a first step towards slowing global warming by cutting emissions of gases like carbon dioxide from cars and factories. He said combating climate change "will require a sustained effort for decades to come". 

Delegates said Russia was unlikely to make any policy announcements at the talks. The Russian delegation was led by Alexander Bedritsky, head of a Russian environmental monitoring group, rather than by a government minister. 

U.S. Undersecretary of State for Global Affairs Paula Dobriansky said Washington reckoned investments in new technologies were the best way to curb emissions. Bush says Kyoto is too expensive and wrongly excludes developing nations. 

Dobriansky said U.S. federal spending on climate change was set to be $4.3 billion in 2004, the highest in the world. 

But Wallstrom defended Kyoto, saying it "offers the only international legal framework to tackle climate change." 

Saying he was too busy with EU affairs to come to Milan, Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi sent a written message to the conference expressing hopes for ratification by Russia, the United States and Australia. 

Italy holds the European Union presidency. 

The annual U.N. climate talks made a breakthrough on Tuesday by agreeing rules for planting forests in developing nations to soak up carbon dioxide from cars and power plants and factories. 

The United States said it did not agree with parts of the deal, including a reference to "potential risks" from genetically modified trees. It said it held back from blocking the accord because Washington is not a participant in Kyoto. 

Kyoto aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. 

Story by Alister Doyle 

Story Date: 11/12/2003 
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BBC

Inuit threat over global warming 

     The Inuit people of the Arctic say their human rights are being violated by  countries who refuse to sign up to international action on global warming. 

     They are now exploring legal ways of linking human rights and climate change   to put pressure on nations such as the US to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 

     Spokeswoman Sheila Watt-Cloutier said the problems faced by her people  should be a warning to the rest of the world. 

     She said at a UN climate change meeting the issues were "of life and death". 

     "We go out to hunt on the sea ice to put food on the table. You go to the supermarket". 

     Thinning ice 

     Around 155,000 Inuit still pursue a traditional way of life in northern Canada,   Alaska, Greenland and the Far East of Asia. 

     But they say their livelihoods, as well as their lives, are increasingly threatened   by global warming. 

     In recent years, some hunters have drowned after falling through thinning ice.  Permafrost is thawing, destabilising buildings and triggering mudslides. 

     Scientists project that polar regions will warm much more dramatically than  other parts of the world. 

     The Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC) is now considering an appeal to the  Inter-American Commission for Human Rights based in Washington. 

     They hope it might put pressure on the US to take part in the Kyoto agreement   to curb emissions linked to climate change. 

     "The human rights of the Inuit are under threat as a result of human-induced  climate change," Ms Watt-Cloutier, ICC chair, told a news conference at the   180-nation UN meeting.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The News International

 Settling a dusty problem

A year ago, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) issued a report on the 'Asian Brown cloud', creating the image of a vast blanket of pollution choking the Indian sub-continent. This cloud of aerosols created by human activity would, it was claimed, have disastrous effects on the climate, including on the monsoon rain. Aerosols, which are fine particles in the atmosphere, can be natural or human-made. Winds whip up sand and dust from the ground, and also carry vast quantities of fine sea salt into the air. Motor vehicle fumes, and the burning of coal, other fossil fuels and biofuels such as wood, generate fine carbon particles. Emissions from industries can produce sulphate and nitrate particles. By scattering or absorbing the light coming from the sun or being reflected back into space from the Earth, these aerosols can have an impact on the climate.

But such effects depend on the nature of aerosols present as well as their size and concentration. Aerosol levels, composition and geographical spread vary greatly from season to season and year to year. Natural aerosols may often predominate. So the question is whether the anthropogenic aerosols (that is, those generated by humans) are of such a level and kind that they have a significant impact on the climate in the way greenhouse gases are causing global warming.

The UNEP report left the impression that the 'cloud' of anthropogenic aerosols from Asia was having such an impact. Indian scientists disagree, pointing out that erroneous conclusions were being drawn largely from a single data collection campaign over the Indian Ocean and that such forms of aerosol pollution were present in other parts of the world too. A paper by American researchers published recently in a scientific journal notes that pollution plumes off the east coast of the United States could be just as intense as those over India and other parts of Asia.

Although there is greater recognition that the `atmospheric brown cloud' (as it is now called) is a global phenomenon, the focus on India and China as large contributors to human-made, and by implication avoidable, aerosol pollution persists. Such concern is not without reason. The declining air quality in towns and cities across India is all too obvious. It is not just vehicles and industries that enhance aerosol levels in the air. It may be that the burning of dung, wood and other biological material poses a more widespread and less easily controlled problem.

India therefore needs a sustained research programme of its own to quantify and understand aerosols all over the country. The Indian Space Research Organisation has been studying this subject over the past two decades, but at just a few places. It has plans for a countrywide multi-institutional campaign next year to collect aerosol data using ground-based sensors. It is also known to be considering similar ship borne and aerial campaigns for a later stage. There have been press reports that the India Meteorological Department is to acquire ground instruments for continual aerosol measurements. Both steps are welcome.

However, it would probably help to have a single overarching programme so that aerosol data collection and its utilisation for properly reviewed research projects across institutions can be coordinated and brought to bear on this problem. The Department of Science and Technology's successful Indian Climate Research Programme offers a good model. In any case, irrespective of the impact on the climate, identifying the sources of anthropogenic aerosols and taking steps to reduce their levels is an imperative if air quality is to be improved in India.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Guardian (London)

December 11, 2003

Extreme weather of climate change gives insurers a costly headache

      BYLINE: Paul Brown in Milan

      BODY:

      Economic losses in Europe because of the summer drought exceeded pounds 7bn in the agriculture sector

      alone because of loss of crops and livestock, the insurance industry announced at the climate talks in Milan.

      Premiums are having to be increased across Europe to cope with the number and frequency of extreme

      weather events, and some parts were becoming uninsurable because of repeated flooding.

      Thomas Loster, of Munich Re, one of the world's largest reinsurance companies, said householders in lower

      risk areas might soon be faced with having to pay a euros 500 (pounds 350) excess to get insurance for

      extreme weather events. 

      "We used to talk in terms of floods and heatwaves being one in 100 year events, but in the south of France

      this year we have had a one in 100 year heatwave, and last month one in 100 year floods - all in the same

      year. This is climate change happening now and a big headache for the insurance industry."

      Mr Loster, a geographer and expert in weather-related losses, said this year's German heatwave, where

      record temperatures were reached over several days, was a one in 450 year event, according to modern

      measuring methods. Climate scientists had told him that it had probably not happened in the past 10,000

      years, since the last ice age.

      "Everywhere records are being broken. In Dresden the highest rainfall recorded in one day had been 47mm

      (just under 2in), and then in one day - August 12 2002 - there was 158mm (6in), more than three times as

      much. Naturally, the drains could not cope. This is unprecedented." He said it was shocking that 20,000

      people had died as a result of the heatwave, most of them in France, though there were also deaths in

      Germany, Italy and England.

      In most countries agricultural losses were not insured but repeated flooding was becoming a major problem

      for the industry. For example, parts of the old city of Cologne on the Rhine and Passau on the Danube were

      no longer insurable - and these areas represented about 5% of all properties in the country.

      "As an example, a restaurant by the river in a nice location is flooded in 1983, 1993, and 1995, and each

      time makes a euros 10,000 claim. The premium has to go up to a level which will be unacceptable to the

      restaurant. The business has to take the risk of another flood by itself or abandon the premises and move."

      He said that only intense competition in the European insurance sector for new business was preventing

      much larger areas becoming uninsurable or premiums carrying large excesses of several hundred euros.

      "The time will soon come when insurance companies realise they cannot take the risk of insuring property

      that is prone to flooding just to grab new business."

      Mr Loster said that between the 1960s and the 1990s insurance losses because of weather-related disasters

      worldwide had increased tenfold, and that was adjusted for inflation.

      There were now three times as many "big weather events" recorded in each year which led to large losses.

      He added: "The basic fact is, the ocean is heating up everywhere, there is more humidity in the atmosphere,

      there are many more heavy rain events. The risk is increasing dramatically from the insurance point of view.

      "Scientists keep stressing the uncertainties, but we are businessmen, and we cannot go on taking these

      losses."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Report Warns of Mercury "Hot Spots" 

                       By J.R. Pegg 

                       WASHINGTON, DC, December 10, 2003 (ENS) - The Bush administration's

                       proposal to allow power plants to trade mercury emissions credits is a

                       dangerous plan that compromises public health and ignores the local impacts

                       from mercury pollution, environmentalists say. A new report from

                       Environmental Defense documents how mercury emissions from power

                       plants contribute to local "hot spots" of contamination - a problem the

                       organization says the Bush plan will make worse. 

                       The report analyzes air pollution modeling date from the U.S. Environmental

                       Protection Agency (EPA) and finds that local sources commonly contribute

                       50 to 80 percent of mercury deposition at the nation's hot spots. 

                       According to the report, the top 10 states for mercury hot spots - ranked by

                       the most severe hot spot in each state - are Indiana, Missouri, Maryland,

                       Florida, Illinois, South Carolina, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Texas and

                       Tennessee. 

                       Local pollution sources account for more than 70 percent of deposition in hot

                       spots in Indiana, Michigan and Maryland, the report details. 

                       The finding refutes a key argument by supporters of the cap and trade

                       system, who say local hot spots are not a serious problem. Industry

                       representatives consistently cite figures from the Electric Power Research

                       Industry that estimate that on average some 70 percent of mercury deposits

                       come from global sources. 

                        Mercury does not break down  and current emissions of  mercury add to the existing

                        pool, which is continuously  mobilized, deposited on land  and water, and remobilized. 

                         "Mercury hot spots sound the alarm for strong national limits on dangerous mercury pollution," said Michael Shore, author of the report  and a senior policy analyst with Environmental Defense, a national non profit environmental organization with more than 400,000 members. "Coal fired   power plants should not be let off the hook." 

Coal fired power plants currently emit some 48 tons of mercury each year and  are the nation's largest source of new mercury emissions, contributing some 40 percent of the U.S. total. 

There are currently no regulations to limit mercury emissions from coal fired  power plants, but the federal government has reined in the two other large   sources of the toxic metal - medical and municipal waste incinerators. 

  Regulations developed under the Clean Air Act have reduced emissions from  these two sources by more than 90 percent in less than a decade, and  environmentalists believe the law sets an appropriate course for reducing

mercury emissions from power plants as well. 

Under terms of a court approved settlement agreement with environmental  groups, the EPA is required to issue proposed regulations limiting mercury  emissions from power plants by December 15, 2003 and issue final rules by  December 15, 2004. 

That rulemaking centers on adopting a "maximum achievable control  technology" (MACT) standard under the Clean Air Act - supporters say  these technologies are available and could reduce mercury emissions by                       some 90 percent by 2007. 

But the coal fired power plant industry says commercial technologies are too  new and expensive to achieve such reductions and argues that if EPA  proceeds with this rulemaking, utilities will switch from coal to natural gas. 

"Cap and trade programs for mercury deserve our serious attention," said Scott Segal, director of the Electric Reliability Coordinating Council, a   lobbying group representing power companies. "And inflexible approach to                       mercury would have profound implications for natural gas price and supply, and therefore for America's most venerable consumers." 

The Bush administration has accepted this position and says a mercury  emissions trading program will cut emissions faster and at less cost. Its  proposed rule would cap mercury emissions at 34 tons by 2010 and 15 tons                       by 2018 - a reduction of 70 percent from current levels. 

Environmental Defense has been a vocal advocate of using the cap and trade  mechanism to reduce air pollution, but the organization says it is  "inappropriate" to use such a program to address an air toxic such as                       mercury - in particular given the concern about local hot spots. 

The mechanism will allow power plants to  trade emissions credits  - this means some will   purchases credits in                       order to avoid rapidly  reducing their own  emissions. 

This will create more  hot spots,  Environmental Defense  says, and in effect postpones measures to restrict allowable levels, leaving   hundreds of thousands of newborns and children vulnerable. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control estimates that eight percent of women  of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury in their bodies - this puts  the number of at risk babies at some 300,000. 

Airborne mercury falls into surface waters where it can accumulate in streams  and oceans. Bacteria in the water transform mercury into methylmercury,  which fish absorb when they eat aquatic organisms and humans absorb                       when they eat fish. 

Scientists have shown that methylmercury can cause brain and nerve damage  and studies indicate children and women of childbearing age are at a  disproportionate risk. 

In 2002, some 30 percent of U.S. lakes and 13 percent of rivers were under active mercury advisories, which urge people to avoid or limit consumption  of fish due to high levels of mercury. 

Some states are not waiting for the federal government to act. In 2003,  Connecticut became the first state in the country to regulate mercury  pollution from coal fired power plants, approving regulations to cut these                       emissions by 86 percent. Other states including Massachusetts, Wisconsin, and New Hampshire have proposed or are considering new tightened  standards. 

"There is no excuse for EPA not to issue strong mercury standards for power   plants to reduce mercury," says Shore. "In the meantime, more states should  take the lead in controlling mercury pollution, especially those with mercury  hot spots, to protect our children, our wildlife and our lakes and rivers." __________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London,England)

December 11, 2003, Thursday London Edition 1

HEADLINE: Heatwave cost billions, says reinsurer

      BYLINE: By VANESSA HOULDER

      DATELINE: MILAN

      BODY:

      This year's heatwave in Europe cost more than Dollars 10bn (Euros 8.2bn, Pounds 5.7bn) in agricultural

      losses alone, Munich Re, the reinsurer, said yesterday.

      The heatwave was one of a number of extreme weather events that have become more frequent in recent

      years, according to the company, which released new data at talks in Milan on the Kyoto Protocol on

      climate change. Across the world, natural disasters that were mostly weather-related cost more than Dollars

      60bn, up from about Dollars 55bn in 2002. 

      The floods along the Huai and Yangtze rivers in China, which cost about Dollars 8bn, are likely to have been

      the second most costly event this year. Overall, the 2003 weather-related losses have been exceeded

      several times in recent years, particularly by those of 1999, which reached nearly Dollars 100bn.

      The unusually hot summer in parts of Germany, Italy, France and Portugal was blamed for the deaths of

      20,000 people and widespread damage to crops and livestock. Climate scientists described the German

      heatwave as a "one in 10,000-year event", according to Munich Re.

      Europe should be braced for more frequent summer heatwaves, with this year's extreme weather becoming

      the norm by the middle of the century, said Thomas Loster, head of weather and climate risk research. "The

      summer of 2003, with its extensive losses, is therefore a glimpse into the future, a 'future summer' so to

      speak."

      He said the extreme weather events around the globe did not provide statistical proof that climate change

      was happening. But they were in line with scientific forecasts about the impact of climate change.

      Few of Europe's farmers are insured, helping limit insured losses from this year's extreme weather to Dollars

      15bn, compared with Dollars 11bn last year. The biggest insured losses so far this year were caused by the

      tornadoes in the mid-west of the US in April and May, which cost insurers more than Dollars 3bn.

      Insured losses from weather-related events increased tenfold between the 1960s and 1990s, as a result of

      rising living standards and the global trend for a shift in population towards the coast and river valleys.

      Insurance companies are likely to respond by insisting that customers pay a substantial proportion of any

      weather-related claims, said Mr Loster. The insurers' bill for weather-related events in central Europe would

      be reduced by an estimated 60 per cent if customers paid the first Euros 500 (Dollars 610, Pounds 350) of

      any claim.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

 UAE

Elephant footprints discovered in Western Abu Dhabi

Hundreds of footprints made by ancient elephants and other animals have been discovered in the Western Region of Abu Dhabi by a team from the Abu Dhabi Islands Archaeological Survey (ADIAS), it was announced yesterday. 

These fossil footprints are the first of their kind ever discovered in the Arabian Peninsula. Three sites with the footprints, believed to be six to eight million years old, were discovered in the Baynunah region, east of Ghayathi. The main footprint site, at Mleisa, is in the middle of a level whitish stone oval-shaped plain.

Following an approach by ADIAS and by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) to Shaikh Mohammed bin Butti Al Hamed, Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Municipality and Town Planning Department and Ruler's Representative in Abu Dhabi's Western Region, the Mleisa site has now been specially fenced by the municipality. It will now be included in the network of protected areas being developed by ERWDA.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/december/theuae_december228.xml
EEG plans massive clean-up campaign

The Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) and Almarai Company Limited will organise 'Clean Up UAE' next Friday. 

The massive clean-up drive will be held across Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, Ajman, Ras Al Khaimah and the cities of Al Ain and Al Silaa. The 'Clean Up UAE' campaign launched by the group last year received tremendous response from all sections of society. 

Addressing a Press conference to announce the campaign, Habiba Al Marashi, Chairperson and founder of the EEG, said: "Following last year's positive response to the "Clean Up UAE Day", we've eagerly awaited the opportunity to ride this wave of environmental awareness and eco-enthusiasm once again."

She said that the community's willingness to participate is overwhelming, and together with the support of public and private organisations, it would be possible to retain this healthy attitude towards the environment. "Led by an NGO, this event is the fruit of collaboration among so many sectors for the cause of the environment, and it is one of its kinds not only in the country, but the entire region," Mrs Al Marashi said.

Commenting on the objective of the campaign, Mrs Al Marashi said that the awareness and sense of responsibility that would result from the campaign, in the minds of the participants, is more important than the physical effect of the clean-up drive itself, as it will change attitudes and take the problem out from the roots.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/december/theuae_december220.xml

Jordan

Khirbet Al Samra BOT agreement to be signed today 

The Khirbet Al Samra Wastewater Treatment Plant will finally undergo overall development and expansion through a build-operate-transfer (BOT) agreement, expected to be signed today with an international coalition of companies. 

Work on the expansion project, aimed to boost the plant's capacity and enable it to handle additional wastewater of up to 68,000 cubic metres from urban areas, is due to start in the first quarter of 2004. 

The plant, the first of its kind in the region to be executed on a BOT basis, is expected to benefit over 2.5 million citizens as well as improve the environment surrounding the area. 

The $172 million project is partially financed by a $78 million USAID grant, $31 million by the implementing companies led by Suez Environment, $45 million by lending banks headed by the Arab Bank, and the remaining $14 million provided by the Treasury. 

According to the Ministry of Water and Irrigation the USAID grant will help in lowering the cost of the treated water from the newly refurbished plant. 

In addition, the Swedish government also contributed with a $5 million grant to cover consultancy and supervision costs

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews10.htm
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**SG in Geneva
The Secretary-General said “it’s up to all of us to build an information society”, as the World Summit on the Information Society opened in Geneva.  He said, “An open, inclusive information society that benefits all people will not emerge without sustained commitment and investment”.  He urged all those participating in the Summit to recognize that “we are embarked on an endeavour that transcends technology.  Building an open, empowering information society is a social, economic and ultimately political challenge”.
The Secretary-General started his day at the site of the World Summit on the Information Society by sending an e-mail message to children in more than 80 countries on the original World Wide Web server.  The computer he used was the one that Time Berner-Lee, the inventor of the programs that sparked off the World Wide Web, used to write the software in 1990.  In his message, the Secretary-General wrote, “At that time, no one could have dreamt that within a few years the Internet would connect millions of people all over the world in the blink of an eye”.  His message concluded, “May this World Summit help us see the world as a domain we all share”.
He met with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak before hosting a luncheon for the heads of State and Government participating in the Summit.  Following that meeting, the Secretary-General, together with Mubarak and the Secretary-General of the International Telecommunications Union, Yoshio Utsumi, signed and transmitted an e-mail message inviting governments, business sectors, NGOs and the international community at large to support African development through their active participation in “Telecom Africa 2004”, which is to be held in Cairo next May.  Other bilateral meetings scheduled included those with the Saudi Foreign Minister and the Presidents of Tunisia, Romania and Ghana.
**Nane Annan
In the afternoon, Mrs. Nane Annan cut a symbolic electronic ribbon to launch a Global e-Schools and Communities Initiative (GeSCI), a joint venture of the United Nations, Ireland, Sweden and Canada.  “We need”, she said, “to ensure that men and women can participate fully in society, empowered with choices and opportunities.  And having met so many young ones, their eyes glittering with hopes and dreams, I feel we have to do everything we can to help them turn those dreams into reality”.
**World Summit on Information Society
The World Summit on the Information Society differs from previous UN conferences because, instead of focusing on a global threat, it concentrates on how best to use a new global asset, the Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, Shashi Tharoor, told reporters today.  The Summit, he said, was not merely a gathering to discuss technological issues, but a chance to set policy in the first decade of the twenty-first century.  Nitin Desai, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser dealing with the Summit, added that contentious issues surrounding it had been “thoroughly discussed and happily resolved”.
We have a press release from the Summit with more details.
**Iraq
A short while ago, you were extensively briefed on the Secretary-General’s latest report on Iraq by Under Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieren Prendergast, so I won’t repeat his every point.  In his report the Secretary-General stresses that the rebuilding of Iraq must succeed.  For that to happen it must be recognized that the current insecurity problem cannot be solved by military force alone:  there must be a representative and fully inclusive political process.  There must also be a broader regional and international engagement in the Iraqi issue.
Regarding UN involvement, until circumstances permit a full deployment of the UN international staff to Iraq, the Secretary-General says he will build up the UN mission incrementally outside of Iraq.  The bulk of the staff will be located in Nicosia, Cyprus, with a small office in Amman, Jordan.  The UN’s current Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator, Ross Mountain, has been chosen by the Secretary-General to be his acting Special Representative.  In just a few minutes in Geneva, the Secretary-General will present Ross Mountain to your colleagues there.  We also expect the Secretary-General to take a few questions.
**Lebanon
Yesterday, the Israeli Defence Forces reported to the UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon that it had shot and killed two armed men crossing the Blue Line from the Lebanese side who were approaching the technical fence near the village of Ghajar.  The Israelis recovered the bodies, which were turned over to the Lebanese authorities through the UN today.  The two men were Lebanese civilians who reportedly had been carrying hunting guns.  The UN’s Force Commander, General Lalit Tewari, expressed anguish and sorrow over the unfortunate incident and urged all parties to exercise caution and prudence in the charged atmosphere prevailing along the Blue Line.
The full statement from General Tewari is available upstairs.
**Roed Larsen
The presence of both Israeli and Palestinian officials in Rome is the most powerful expression yet that both parties have a renewed desire to engage, said the UN’s Middle East Envoy Terje Roed Larsen, at the opening of a donor’s conference in Italy.  Nevertheless, he cautioned, this optimism should not lead to ignoring the divisions that remain between the parties, and even within Israeli and Palestinian society, as well as within the international community itself.
“So I would like to emphasize, even plea”, Roed Larsen went on to say, “that now, when hands are outstretched, is not a time for slapping faces.  Instead, let us avoid deepening divides, and use the opportunities before us to bridge them”.
Roed Larsen said the economic challenges facing the Palestinians were enormous.  Economic losses between 2002 and 2004 reached $5.4 billion.  Sixty per cent of the population is living below the poverty line.  The full text of his statement is available upstairs.
**UNDOF
In his report to the Security Council on the UN Observer Mission in the Golan Heights, the Secretary-General notes that the ceasefire in the Israel-Syria sector was disrupted by an Israeli air strike on a target north-west of Damascus on the 5th of October.  At that time, the Secretary-General strongly deplored the raid.
The mission’s actual area of operation was relatively quiet though, except in the Sheba Farms area where there was an increase in activity.  While tensions have remained high in the Israeli-Syrian sector, the Secretary-General in this report, urges both parties to respect international law and exercise restraint.  And in conclusion, he asks the Security Council to extend the force’s mandate until the 30th of June next year.  We have the full report available in my office.
**Security Council
There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today.
**Human Rights Day
The cause of human rights lost a major defender this year when High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello was killed in Iraq, the Secretary-General says in a message to mark Human Rights Day.  But we must all be human rights defenders, he adds, and a good place to start is to defend those who champion human rights.
The General Assembly today held a meeting at which Vieira de Mello received a posthumous award, and the winners of this year’s UN Human Rights prizes also received their awards.  The prizes, awarded every five years, went to Enriqueta Estela Barnes de Carlotto of Argentina; the Family Protection Project Management Team of Jordan; Pufang Deng of China; Shulamith Koenig of the United States; and the Mano River Women's Peace Network in the West African countries of Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea.
**Kosovo
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, and Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi presented a document setting out the standards that have been set to prepare Kosovo for final status.
The 10-page document, called “Standards for Kosovo”, describes a society in which people of all communities are respected, are free to travel, to work and to use their own languages, and enjoy justice and security, Holkeri said.  We have copies of the document and an accompanying press release upstairs.
**Côte d’Ivoire
At the end of her visit to Côte d’Ivoire, the UN’s Humanitarian Envoy to that country, Carolyn McAskie, noted that important humanitarian issues remained.  She urged the Government and the Forces Nouvelles to work to resolve these problems.
While some displaced persons are returning to their home areas due to improved security, many also feel pressured by their overstretched host communities to return, she said.  Another concern was the involvement of child soldiers in the conflict.
However, McAskie did observe some signs of progress during her visits to the field.  In Bouaké, for example, electricity is still being provided from the south, and armed roadblocks are decreasing.  She also saw that humanitarian agencies enjoy full access here.
McAskie also called on the international community to support the humanitarian effort in Côte d’Ivoire.  And more information is available upstairs in a press release.  And McAskie will be in this room tomorrow, as my guest at the noon briefing, to brief you on her visit.
**Liberia
We also have available upstairs the full text of a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Liberia, in which the Secretary-General expresses his concerns about recent disturbances following the launch of the disarmament programme just outside of Monrovia.  The Secretary-General wishes to stress that the leaders of the armed factions are responsible for the behaviour of their combatants and calls upon them to cooperate fully with the UN Mission in Liberia.  He appeals to Member States to make available in a timely manner the troops pledged for that Mission, in order to allow it to create the necessary security environment in the country.
The UN Mission in Liberia reports today that the situation around Monrovia, where disturbances had been reported following the start of the disarmament process this week, is quieter.  It says that combatants are turning in weapons at Camp Schieffelin in an orderly manner.  The Mission confirmed that one peacekeeper from Benin suffered minor injuries from shots fired in the area of Paynesville yesterday afternoon.
**UNEP Report
Natural disasters, the majority of which were weather-related catastrophes, cost the world over $60 billion in 2003, which is up $5 billion from the last year, according to a report by experts with the Finance Initiative of the United Nations Envrionment Programme (UNEP).  UNEP is calling on governments, business and industry to back emerging emissions-trading markets as one way of tackling the crisis.  The full report carried out by re-insurance company Munich Re, is expected to be published on the company’s Web site at the end of the month.
**Climate Change
In Milan today, the Secretary-General told countries dealing with the Framework Convention on Climate Change that the Kyoto Protocol’s entry into force is of the utmost importance.  Already, he says, in a message delivered on his behalf, we may well be seeing some of the impacts of climate change, with a heightened frequency and intensity of extreme weather events and associated natural disasters.  We have copies of the message upstairs.
**UNICEF
UNICEF will launch tomorrow its annual flagship report, “The State of the World’s Children 2004”.  The report presents girls’ education as one of the most crucial issues facing the international development community.  It also argues that the standard approach to development has focused on economic growth, rather than on human welfare.
UNICEF’s executive director, Carol Bellamy, will lead the launch from Geneva, with simultaneous launches being held elsewhere around the globe.
**Press Conference Tomorrow
Press conferences —- one tomorrow besides Carolyn McAskie here with me at the noon briefing and that will be at 11:15.  Ambassador Mohammed Bennouna of Morocco will be joined by others to brief you on the Group of 77’s South-South Cooperation Meeting, which will be taking place in Marakesh from the 15th to the 19th of December.
**DPI Press Service
And, as a practical matter, I’ve been asked to tell you that the Information Department’s press service here on the second floor has just informed me that they have a major problem with their reproduction facilities.  These will not be repaired before Friday.  So, until that time, only press releases on the Secretary-General’s activities and statements and meetings coverage will be printed.  And all other releases will have to be found online until Friday when we get the system up to full production.
Thank you very much.
Questions and Answers
Question:  (Inaudible)
Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  What information centre is that?
Question:  (Inaudible)
Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I think it’s the physical production of paper that’s impaired, so it’s what you see on the racks on the 3rd floor.
Okay, thank you very much.
* *** *
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