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UNWire

UNEP: Toepfer Calls For Equivalent Of Geneva Convention For Environment 

The world needs a convention to safeguard the environment in times of war, U.N. Environment Program head Klaus Toepfer wrote in an article to mark the agency's governing council meeting last week.

"It is the loss of human life, the suffering of those made homeless and hungry, who must be our first concern," Toepfer wrote. "But all too often the impact on the Earth's life-support systems is ignored at our peril, as the growing expertise of UNEP's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit is suggesting," he added.

The UNEP unit has monitored environmental damage in Afghanistan and the Balkans and is acting as intermediary between Israelis and Palestinians in addressing environmental problems in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, BBC Online reports. 

Environmental security is crucial to helping build peace, Toepfer said, citing the torching of Kuwaiti oil wells after the 1991 Gulf War, landmines in former conflict areas and the destruction of natural parks as examples of environmental problems that have had lasting effects on former war zones.

"We have the Geneva Conventions, aimed at safeguarding the rights of prisoners and civilians," he wrote. "We need similar safeguards for the environment," he added. "Using the environment as a weapon must be universally condemned and denounced as an international crime against humankind, against nature" (Alex Kirby, BBC Online, Feb. 10).

Wrapping up the council meeting on Friday, delegates attending the event pledged to adopt policies to reverse worsening environmental conditions. The nearly 100 environment ministers in attendance also agreed that current unsustainable production and consumption trends in the world are one of the key causes of environmental degradation, China Daily reports. According to UNEP, global oil consumption and paper production have more than tripled in the past 40 years, while aluminum production has increased by 500 percent, leading to air, water and land pollution (China Daily, Feb. 10).

Subject Of Mercury Arises 

One of the key topics discussed last week was how to combat mercury, a toxic heavy metal especially dangerous to infants and children, the New York Times reports. While many of the 1,000 delegates from 130 countries backed efforts to crack down on pollution caused by mercury, the United States blocked attempts to support a European-proposed binding protocol to restrict its use.

Following the release of a report highlighting the danger mercury poses to humans and wildlife, UNEP said it will begin helping countries, particularly in the developing world, to curb mercury emissions. The United States, meanwhile, is pushing for public information campaigns to spread information about the risks of mercury exposure.

"We acknowledge that the case has been made for action," said one U.S. official involved in the negotiations. "But instead of negotiating for years and spending millions of dollars on a global convention, we want quick action." According to the Times, the issue of a protocol on mercury will be discussed again at a follow-up meeting in South Korea in two years (Marc Lacey, New York Times, Feb. 10).

South Korea will also be host to the next UNEP governing council meeting, March 29-31, 2004 (Korea Times, Feb. 10).

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

World 'needs green Geneva Convention'

               Kuwait oilfields: Used as a weapon of war

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent in Nairobi 

               The world needs safeguards to protect the environment  that match the Geneva Conventions, a senior United  Nations official says. 

               The environment is often neglected as "the long-term casualty of war", he argues. 

               Similarly, struggles over natural resources like water are  frequently the reason why conflicts begin. So protecting  the environment, and "putting poverty to the sword",  are the best ways of protecting the peace. 

               The official is Dr Klaus Toepfer, executive secretary  of the United Nations  Environment Programme (Unep), and an assistant UN  secretary-general. 

               In an article written to mark  the meeting here of Unep's  governing council, Dr Toepfer  says cleaning up wars' environmental impact is far  harder than sanitising the language of war. "It is the loss of human life, the suffering of those made homeless and hungry, who must be our first concern", he writes. 

               "But all too often the impact on the Earth's life-support systems is ignored¿ at our peril, as the growing expertise of Unep's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit is  suggesting." 

               Environmental security 

               The unit has assessed the environmental damage of  the conflicts in the Balkans and Afghanistan. 

               It has now been mandated by the governing council to  act as an intermediary between the Israelis and the Palestinians in tackling environmental problems in the  West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

               Dr Toepfer said environmental security had to be a   fundamental part of a long-lasting peace policy. 

               He cited the oil wells set  ablaze in the 1991 war in  the Gulf, which had given rise to estimates that the  soot released had increased death rates in Kuwait by 10% over the  following year. 

               Landmines in former conflict areas like Afghanistan, Cambodia, Bosnia and parts of Africa               were "horrific hazards for  people". 

               And they placed productive  land out of bounds, forcing  people to clear forests and other sensitive areas. 

               Refugee movements could take a heavy toll: Angola's national parks and reserves now had only 10% of their original wildlife. 

               Sustainable development 

               Dr Toepfer, a former German environment minister, was  born shortly before the second world war. 

               In a telling passage, he wrote: "Warfare may be justified when all avenues of diplomacy have been

               exhausted. The struggle to rid Europe and the world of   the insanity of fascism, culminating in war, was vital. 

               "Evil must be confronted at all costs." 

               He said many conflicts were fuelled by greed for natural  resources: Angola's Unita rebels were estimated to have  made more than $4bn from diamonds between 1992 and 2001. 

               Every day 6,000 people, mainly children, died from poor sanitation or the want of clean water - a rate

               comparable to the death of a quarter of London's population every year. 

               But countering these various threats was sustainable development in action. 

               "We have an alliance against terrorism", Dr Toepfer said. "We need an alliance against poverty, and               solidarity with the marginalised. 

               "Putting poverty to the sword is the peace policy of the 21st Century." But we had to go further, he said, and  outlaw those who deliberately put the environment at   risk in war. 

               "We have the Geneva Conventions, aimed at  safeguarding the rights of prisoners and civilians. We  need similar safeguards for the environment. 

               "Using the environment as a weapon must be  universally condemned, and denounced as an  international crime against humankind, against Nature."

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Study: Mideast Conflict Hurts Environment 

Saturday February 8, 2003 12:40 PM

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) - Fighting between Israelis and Palestinians is takiing toll on the environment, with the bulldozing of forested land and destruction of houses adding to other longstanding problems, a U.N. forum said. 

The adoption of the report of the U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, came Friday after nearly a week of haggling over the wording of the recommendations. 

``It was tough; we have been negotiating since Sunday,'' said Yousef Abu  Safieh, the Palestinian Authority's environment minister. He was one of the more than 100 environment ministers attending the 22nd meeting of UNEP's  Governing Council, a biannual get-together held this year in Nairobi, Kenya. 

   The study was conducted over the last five months and details environmental problems in the occupied territories such as rising water pollution, loss of  natural vegetation and the indiscriminate dumping of waste. 

Some problems, such as asbestos contamination caused when buildings are destroyed and the clearing of forests to deny militants of cover, are due to the current conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians that broke out in  September 2000, the report said. 

But there are other problems like a lack of proper waste disposal facilities that  have existed for decades, the report said. 

Safieh said the Palestinians believed it was ``a very good report'' and had no objections to its content. 

The Israelis, however, expressed concern that the report attributed much of the environmental degradation in the West Bank and Gaza to security measures  taken by the Israeli military, without adequately explaining the reason for those measures. 

But, ``the report is generally free of the propaganda we are used to,'' Yaacov Amitai, the Israeli ambassador to Kenya, told The Associated Press. ``The bottom line has to with implementing the recommendations - they are important.'' 

Among the report's 136 detailed recommendations are suggestions with which  few would disagree like stopping open air garbage burning; other measures like  halting the Israeli clearing of Palestinian farmland for security reasons are controversial. 

UNEP officials were eager to depict the willingness of the Israelis and Palestinians to agree on the report and its recommendations as a small victory  for peace - ``environmental cooperation can be a tool in the peace process,''  said Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of UNEP. 

Others were not so inclined to view the report's adoption with such optimism. 

``It is not so hard to agree on fixing the environment,'' Safieh said. ``It is harder to bring peace.'' 

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Arizona Republic

Middle East ecology jeopardized 

                  U.N. conference concerned about Gaza, West Bank

                  By Marc Lacey

                  New York Times

                  Feb. 8, 2003

                  NAIROBI, Kenya - The conflict in the Middle East is having grave effects on the

                  environment of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, delegates at a U.N. environmental

                  conference agreed on Friday. They urged the Israelis and Palestinians to work jointly to

                  reduce the damage.

                  On the sidelines of the conference, which drew more than 1,000 delegates from 130 nations,

                  Israeli and Palestinian negotiators worked for nearly a week on the wording of the

                  agreement, although neither party was a member of the U.N. governing council that

                  approved it.

                  The delegates endorsed 136 recommendations aimed at stemming what a U.N. study calls

                  "alarming conflict-related environmental problems in the territories." The study outlines

                  problems like contaminated water supplies, land degradation and lack of proper waste

                  disposal. It says years of fighting as well as restrictions imposed by Israel on Palestinians'

                  travel have worsened the problems.

                  "Our main hope for the region is that the conflict can be resolved and the suffering brought

                  to an end," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environmental Program.

                  "Environmental cooperation can be a tool in the peace process."

                  Israelis and Palestinians share underground aquifers, and both sides suffer the effects of

                  pollutants spread across the military lines. Ending the conflict was the main

                  recommendation on how the region's environment could best be improved. Past agreements

                  between the parties have addressed environmental issues, but joint committees set up to

                  grapple with the issues have been suspended.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

N.Y. Times

February 10, 2003

U.N. Conference Backs Efforts to Curb Mercury Pollution
By MARC LACEY

     AIROBI, Kenya, Feb. 8 — Delegates attending a United Nations environmental conference here last week endorsed a global crackdown on  pollution caused by mercury, although the United States blocked efforts for binding restrictions on its use.

Mercury, a highly toxic heavy metal, is particularly dangerous for infants and children, and it can be passed from pregnant women to their fetuses. Human exposure to mercury comes from a variety of sources — consumption of fish, occupational and household uses, dental fillings and some vaccines.

The United Nations Environment Program will begin assisting countries, particularly those in the developing world, in devising methods for cutting emissions of mercury from sources like coal-fired power stations and incinerators. Further action, possibly including a binding protocol, was put off until 2005.

The decision followed the release of a report outlining a significant global threat to humans and wildlife from mercury, a naturally occurring metal. Mercury exposure can cause development problems and can affect the brain, kidneys and liver.

The conference drew more than 1,000 delegates from 130 nations. The delegates agreed that "there is sufficient evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury and its compounds to warrant further international action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment."

The United Nations report found that mercury travels throughout the earth at a far greater rate than was previously known, circulating between the air, water and soil as well as in living things. Even regions without significant mercury releases of their own, such as the Arctic, were found to be adversely affected by the global spread of mercury.

Mercury has many industrial applications, although safer alternatives exist. It is used in small-scale mining of gold and silver as well as in thermometers, fluorescent lamps and some paints. The substance is also contained in many skin-lightening creams as well as in some traditional medicines.

Some European delegates had sought to begin laying the groundwork for a global protocol on mercury. But Bush administration officials, who have opposed such wide-reaching approaches to a range of environmental issues, had argued that it would take too long and be too costly to pursue such a global convention.

Instead, the American officials pressed for public awareness programs to spread the word of the risks of mercury. Such efforts would be aimed at especially vulnerable groups, like pregnant women and people living in areas with small-scale gold and silver mining operations, where mercury is

a particular threat.

"We acknowledge that the case has been made for action," said an American official involved in the negotiations. "But instead of negotiating for years and spending millions of dollars on a global convention, we want quick action."

European negotiators successfully pushed for language leaving open the possibility of a global convention in the future. The issue will be revisited at a follow-up meeting in South Korea in 2005. The Europeans also wanted the effects of other heavy metals, including lead and cadmium, to be reviewed.

"No single country can resolve the mercury problem on its own," said Michael Bender, director of the Mercury Policy Project, an organization working to focus attention on the problem. "There are alternatives for mercury uses, but there is no alternative to global cooperation."

The data on global exposure to mercury remains incomplete. Many developing countries also are far less apt to notify their populations about the risks of mercury, like the dangers of too much seafood for pregnant women.

The United States is far ahead of many other countries when it comes to awareness of mercury's risks. The Food and Drug Administration and 41 states warn consumers to limit their intake of certain fish — or avoid eating them altogether — because of their mercury levels. Ten states advise pregnant women and children to limit consumption of canned tuna, the most heavily consumed fish in the United States.

Data from the Centers for Disease Control indicates that one in 12 women of childbearing age in the United States have unsafe mercury levels, translating into more than 300,000 children born each year at risk of exposure to mercury.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Seatlle Post

U.N. backs limit on mercury

                 Toxic emissions high, especially among developing nations

                 By MARC LACEY

                 THE NEW YORK TIMES

                 NAIROBI, Kenya -- Delegates at a recent U.N. environmental conference here endorsed

                 a global crackdown on pollution caused by mercury, although the United States blocked

                 efforts to establish binding restrictions on its use.

                 Mercury, a highly toxic heavy metal, is particularly dangerous for infants and children,

                 and it can be passed from pregnant women to their fetuses. Human exposure to mercury

                 comes from a variety of sources -- consumption of fish, occupational and household

                 uses, dental fillings, and some vaccines.

                 The U.N. Environment Program will begin helping countries, particularly those in the

                 developing world, to devise methods for cutting emissions of mercury from such

                 sources as coal-fired power stations and incinerators. Further action, possibly including

                 a binding protocol, was put off until 2005.

                 The decision followed the release of a report outlining a significant global threat to

                 humans and wildlife from mercury, a naturally occurring metal. Mercury exposure can

                 cause development problems and can affect the brain, kidneys and liver.

                 The conference drew more than 1,000 delegates from 130 nations. The delegates agreed

                 that "there is sufficient evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury and

                 its compounds to warrant further international action to reduce the risks to human health

                 and the environment."

                 The U.N. report found that mercury travels throughout the earth at a far greater rate than

                 w as previously known, circulating among the air, water and soil as well as in living

                 things. Even regions without significant mercury releases of their own, such as the

                 Arctic, were found to be adversely affected by the global spread of mercury.

                 Mercury has many industrial applications, although safer alternatives exist. It is used in

                 small-scale mining of gold and silver as well as in thermometers, fluorescent lamps and

                 some paints. It is also an ingredient of many skin-lightening creams and some traditional

                 medicines.

                 Some European delegates had sought to begin laying the groundwork for a global

                 protocol on mercury. But Bush administration officials, who have opposed such

                 wide-reaching approaches to a range of environmental issues, argued that it would take

                 too long and be too costly to pursue such a global convention.

                 Instead, the U.S. officials pressed for public-awareness programs to spread the word of

                 the risks of mercury. The issue will be revisited at a follow-up meeting in South Korea in

                 2005. The Europeans also wanted the effects of other heavy metals, including lead and

                 cadmium, to be reviewed.

                 The data on global exposure to mercury remain incomplete. Many developing countries

                 are far less apt to notify their populations about the risks of mercury -- such as the

                 dangers of too much seafood for pregnant women -- than developed countries are. The

                 United States is far ahead of many other countries when it comes to awareness of

                 mercury's risks. The Food and Drug Administration and 41 states warn consumers to

                 limit their intake of certain fish -- or avoid eating them altogether -- because of their

                 mercury levels. Ten states advise pregnant women and children to limit consumption of

                 canned tuna, the most heavily consumed fish in the United States.

                 Data from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention indicate that one in 12

                 women of childbearing age in the United States has unsafe mercury levels, translating to

                 more than 300,000 children born each year at risk of exposure to mercury.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

San Francisco Chronicle

U.N. to help cut mercury pollution 

Decision on binding rules shelved 

Marc Lacey, New York Times 

Monday, February 10, 2003 

                  Nairobi, Kenya -- Delegates at a recent United Nations environmental conference here endorsed a global crackdown on  pollution caused by mercury, although the United States blocked efforts to establish binding restrictions on its use. 

                  Mercury, a highly toxic heavy metal, is particularly dangerous for  infants and children, and it can be passed from pregnant women  to their fetuses. Human exposure to mercury comes from a variety                  of sources -- consumption of fish, occupational and household uses, dental fillings, and some vaccines. 

                  The U.N. Environment Program will begin helping countries, particularly those in the developing world, to devise methods for cutting emissions of mercury from sources like coal-fired power stations and incinerators. Further action, possibly including a  binding protocol, was put off until 2005. 

                  The decision followed the release of a report outlining a significant global threat to humans and wildlife from mercury, a naturally occurring metal. 

                  Mercury exposure can cause development problems and can  affect the brain, kidneys and liver. 

                  The conference drew more than 1,000 delegates from 130  nations. The delegates agreed that "there is sufficient evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury and its  compounds to warrant further international action to reduce the  risks to human health and the environment." 

                  The U.N. report found that mercury travels throughout the earth at  a far greater rate than was previously known, circulating among  the air, water and soil as well as in living things. Even regions                  without significant mercury releases of their own, such as the Arctic, were found to be adversely affected by the global spread of mercury. 

                  Mercury has many industrial applications, although safer  alternatives exist. 

                  It is used in small-scale mining of gold and silver as well as in  thermometers, fluorescent lamps and some paints. It is also an  ingredient of many skin-lightening creams and some traditional                  medicines. 

                  Some European delegates had sought to begin laying the groundwork for a global protocol on mercury. But Bush  administration officials, who have opposed such wide-reaching  approaches to a range of environmental issues, argued that it  would take too long and be too costly to pursue such a global convention. 

                  Instead, the U.S. officials pressed for public awareness programs to spread the word of the risks of mercury. Such efforts would be aimed at especially vulnerable groups, like pregnant women and                  people living in areas with small- scale gold and silver mining  operations, where mercury is a particular threat. 

                  European negotiators successfully pushed for language leaving open the possibility of a global convention in the future. The issue will be revisited at a follow-up meeting in South Korea in 2005. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist 

February 08, 2003 

Environment :  AFGHANISTAN 

      Warlords are cutting down Afghanistan's rare pistachio and cedar forests. This stripping of environmental

      assets threatens to undermine hopes of economic recovery, the UN Environment Programme warns. "The

      speed of deforestation is at the moment very rapid," says UNEP's Pekka Haavisto. 

KENYA 

      Scientists will ask environment ministers this week to negotiate a global treaty for tackling mercury pollution.

      Mercury is found in everything from dental fillings to industrial discharges. The ministers are attending the

      governing council of the UN Environment Programme in Nairobi.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India Online 

Here's what war can do

  CHANDRIKA MAGO
  TIMES NEWS NETWORK[ TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2003 04:03:22 AM ]

  NAIROBI: The environmental impact of war can ravage a land and its people for decades. This is the message from the UN  Environment Programme's meeting here. 

  While UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer skirted questions on the Iraq crisis, its earlier and more recent reports on Afghanistan  and Palestinian territories show what can happen.

  Nobody even knows about the impact of depleted uranium (DU) munitions.

  Pekka Haavisto, who is with UNEP, says they heard rumours about DU but didn't actually visit the sites. DU, which comes from  enriching natural uranium for use in nuclear reactors, is considered ideal for use in armour penetrators.

  Experts say they do not have reliable indicators of the effects of DU left over from the Gulf war. A combined report on Kuwait from  the International Atomic Energy Commission and the UNEP, expected in March, may yield some information. 

  In Kuwait, says Toepfer, an estimated 700 oil wells were damaged, triggering pollution of water supplies and the seas. As a result,  death rates in Kuwait rose by 10 per cent the year after.

  The International Campaign to Ban Landmines says millions of explosives remain scattered around the world. Decades of civil war  in Angola have left the national and wildlife reserves with only 10 per cent of the original wildlife. 

  If there is to be any assessment of DU's impact, investigators need to know how much was used and where; the exact coordinates,  assuming armies will oblige. 

  Radioactivity persists if these DU munitions remain on the ground, or in fragments. Haavisto says there is the additional danger of  toxicity. Gradual corrosion of DU penetrators can affect groundwater. 

  The threat remains unless the area is cleaned up. Once that is done, the only solution is to dig a hole and take it out manually. A  year ago, there was a suggestion on a study of Iraq. But Iraq wanted to place conditions, which the UNEP team did not accept.

  So, while DU was used in the Gulf war, it's impossible to say what the risks are. And, there can be no predictions on what a  second war would do to Iraq.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Environment Ministers Call for Action on Mercury 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      NAIROBI, Kenya, February 10, 2003 (ENS) - The delegates attending last week's international meeting on environmental governance agreed to crack down on sources of mercury emissions around the globe. But objections from the U.S. delegation prevented the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme from adopting binding limits on emissions from power plants and other major mercury sources. 

                      The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) agreed to begin the process of helping nations devise methods of reducing their mercury  emissions. The mercury decision followed discussions of a global assessment report, compiled by UNEP and other experts and presented to delegates earlier in the week, which highlighted the threat to humans and wildlife from this  persistent, toxic heavy metal. 

                      Incinerators like this one in  Chicago, Illinois can release mercury from medical waste and                      other sources (Photo courtesy Lake  Michigan Federation)

                      Last year, the UNEP Global Mercury Assessment Working Group, an assembly of about 150 experts, concluded that "there is  sufficient evidence of  significant global adverse  impacts to warrant                      international action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment   arising from the release of mercury into the environment." 

                      Delegates to last week's meeting supported that conclusion, and called for action to reduce mercury emissions. But the United States delegation lobbied successfully to block the adoption of a binding protocol limiting uses of  mercury. 

                      Under the action plan reached at the meeting, UNEP has been asked to assist all countries, particularly developing nations and countries with economies in transition such as the former states of the Soviet Union, in a wide ranging  initiative to cut emissions of mercury from major sources such as coal fired  power stations and incinerators. 

                      The agency's measures may include advising countries on cleaner coal methods, improving the efficiency of power stations, and advice and help on switching to other forms of electricity generation including renewable power sources such as wind and solar power. Assisting countries on reducing other                      sources and causes of mercury pollution, including contaminated waste sites,   dental amalgams and equipment, will also be part of the plan. 

                      The agreement also calls for UNEP to help develop public awareness programs to alert the public to the risks of mercury exposure, particularly to vulnerable groups such as pregnant women and babies, and workers and  communities involved in small scale gold and silver mining. 

                                       UNEP Executive Director Klaus Töpfer (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

                                       "We have been meeting to make the Plan of Implementation, agreed five months ago at the  World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD),  operational," noted Klaus Töpfer, executive director  of UNEP. "In Johannesburg, it was agreed that by  2020 chemicals should be used and produced in ways that minimize significant adverse effects on  human health and the environment. This decision on  mercury sets us on course for delivering that in  respect of one of the most worrying heavy metals." 

                      Some nations, particularly the European delegation, wanted more decisive action regarding mercury. Along with representatives of environmental  groups, the European delegates called for the drafting of an international protocol that would limit the uses of mercury. 

                      But the U.S. delegation opposed such action, arguing that such international  agreements take too long and cost too much to negotiate. Under the Bush   administration, the U.S. has opposed or withdrawn from a variety of   international environmental pacts, including the Kyoto Protocol on global                      climate change. 

                      An internal U.S. document leaked to a mercury watchdog group last week  instructed the U.S. delegates to resist calls for international limits on mercury  releases or other mandatory measures aimed at reducing the risk of mercury  exposure. The deliberative document called for U.S. negotiators to oppose the  adoption of language that would lead to an international convention on  mercury, or even require further meetings on the topic. 

                      U.S. officials were advised to support the creation of a mercury program within the UNEP Chemicals Division, "for the purpose of facilitating and conducting technical assistance and capacity building activities to support the efforts of countries to take action regarding mercury pollution." That was  the course of action the negotiators ultimately agreed upon. 

                      On the global mercury assessment, the European Union and Norway  supported a legally binding  instrument, while the U.S., Canada, Colombia, the Czech Republic and   Mexico, opposed it. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

                      The European delegation was  able to require the adoption of  language that opens the door to

                      possible future negotiations on a binding mercury treaty. Butthe next occasion for such talks

                      will be a follow up meeting to be  held in South Korea in 2005. 

                      Critics of the delay in more definitive action argue that the dangers of mercury  are too great to ignore. The UNEP report on mercury found that pollution by  the hazardous heavy metal is far more widespread and pervasive than previously believed. 

                      "Mercury is a substance that can be transported in the atmosphere and in the oceans around the globe, traveling hundreds and thousands of miles from where it is emitted," said Töpfer. "This new report, requested from UNEP by  governments two years ago, shows that the global environmental threat to humans and wildlife has not receded despite reductions in mercury  discharges, particularly in developed countries. Indeed it shows that the  problems remain and appear, in some situations to be worsening as demand for energy, the largest source of human made mercury emissions, climbs." 

                      Mercury poisoning of the planet could be best reduced by curbing pollution from power stations, the report suggests. The report, compiled by an  international team of experts, says that coal fired power stations and waste  incinerators now account for around 1,500 tons or 70 percent of new,                      quantified manmade mercury emissions to the atmosphere. 

                                                       Coal burning power plants send hundreds of pounds of mercury                                                     into the air each year. (Two photos by Carole Swinehart, courtesy Michigan Sea Extension)

                                                       The lion's share is now  coming from developing  countries with emissions from Asia, at 860 tons, the highest. 

                                                       "As combustion of fossil  fuels is increasing in order to                                                     meet the growing energy  demands of both developing and developed nations, mercury emissions can                   be expected to increase accordingly in the absence of the deployment of  control technologies or the use of alternative energy sources," the report says. 

                      "There are many compelling scientific, environmental and health arguments for curbing pollution linked with energy production. The mercury report gives us another compelling reason to reduce society's dependence on carbon  intensive energy supplies," added Töpfer. 

                      The Bush administration has resisted calls for mandatory reductions in power plant emissions, calling instead for more research and for voluntary steps to cut air pollution from the energy sector. 

                      The U.S. delegation opposed forming a legally binding instrument on mercury.  (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

                      A study of women in the United  States, cited in the UNEP report, has  found that about one in 12, or just under five million have mercury levels in their bodies above the level considered safe by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

                      Just three years ago, the U.S.  Research Council estimated that about 60,000 babies born each year in the U.S. could be at risk of brain damage with possible impacts ranging from  learning difficulties to impaired nervous systems. However, based on more recent exposure data published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, some scientists think the number of at risk babies could be as  high as 300,000. 

                      Globally the number could run into the millions. Once in the atmosphere, this  hazardous heavy metal can travel hundreds and thousands of miles, contaminating places far away from the world's sites where the pollution was  originally discharged. 

                                                   Children who are exposed to mercury in utero may suffer damage to their brains  and nervous systems, affecting language,  attention and memory (Photo by Ken                                             Hammond, courtesy USDA)

                                                   Animals such as otter, mink,  osprey, eagles, seals and some whales that rely on fish as a large part of their diet, have the highest  mercury levels of all affected   animals. The eggs of certain  Canadian birds, such as Leach's storm petrel, Atlantic puffin and northern fulmars, have mercury  levels that threaten reproduction,    the report says. 

                                                   Mercury levels in Arctic ringed  seals and beluga whales have                                                  increased by up to four times over the last 25 years in some areas of Canada and Greenland. 

                      "Mercury is a huge problem, a traveler without a passport, that spreads  around the world in air and water," concluded Töpfer. "Action is necessary.  We have to reduce drastically and as soon as possible the risk it poses to a  lot of people." _____________________________________________________________________________________

Science Letter 

February 10, 2003 

ENVIRONMENT: Switch to unleaded fuel in sight for Africa 

      An international effort to phase out lead, the health-hazardous heavy metal, from petrol is accelerating as

      increasing numbers of African countries switch to unleaded fuel. 

      Research presented to environment ministers attending a key conference organized by the United Nations

      Environment Program (UNEP) indicates that within five years most African countries will have phased out,

      or be close to phasing out, lead from petrol. 

      A survey carried out by UNEP, a leading member of the global Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles,

      shows that four countries - Egypt, Libya, Mauritius, and the Sudan - are already fully lead free. In 2003,

      four other nations or dependent territories - Morocco, Reunion, Tunisia, and Western Sahara - will join them.   Meanwhile, a further 22, including Eritrea, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Togo, and Uganda, have or are in the process of drawing up action plans to phase out leaded gas by 2005-2006, the research indicates.

      Plans are under way to bring the remaining countries on board, many of whom are in Central Africa, in order  to deliver the goal of a lead-free continent and a lead-free world. 

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said, "It has been known for many years that lead in petrol or

      gasoline is a serious health risk particularly to children. Studies have demonstrated that children living near

      roads and in urban areas where leaded petrol is used can suffer brain damage with symptoms including lower   intelligence scores. This is why it has been phased out and banned in countries in Western Europe, North America, parts of the Far East, and elsewhere and why it is being rapidly phased out in many other parts of  the world. 

      "But for much of Africa, mainly for technological reasons, lack of awareness of the health risks and

      misconceptions about the impact of unleaded fuels on the engines has lagged behind," Toepfer continued.

      "However, partly because of work already under way and the new impetus from the global Partnership for

      Clean Fuels and Vehicles, the situation is rapidly changing and a lead-free Africa is in sight. 

      "Lead is not the only pollutant they are targeting. Others include sulphur, which is linked with effects

      including smog and the acidification of waterways," he said. 

      "This is one, if not the first concrete outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held  6 months ago in Johannesburg, South Africa. The voluntary initiative, a so-called Type II project, was born there with funding and support from Governments, the private sector including the oil and automobile  industries, civil society, and international organizations like UNEP. Let us hope that the success being  achieved bodes well for the other Type II voluntary partnerships in areas ranging from coral reefs to environmental law," said Toepfer. 

      He announced that as a small but symbolic push toward the lead-free goal, the on-site filling station at the

      United Nations headquarters in Kenya, which currently sells both leaded and unleaded petrol, will in future

      only sell unleaded fuel. 

      Rob De Jong, UNEP's program officer for urban environment, said there were a lot of motoring myths about  leaded versus unleaded fuels that were making some vehicle owners reluctant to use the cleaner fuel. 

      "Many people who drive older cars are convinced that they will suffer engine damage if they fill up with

      unleaded fuel. But this really is not the case. Only under the extreme conditions of a laboratory test can

      effects be seen. In the real world, under normal motoring conditions prevailing in Africa, unleaded petrol

      works well if not better in most if not all vehicles. Unleaded petrol also allows motorists to drive vehicles with  catalytic converters. This is another key health and environmental reason for using the cleaner fuels, as they can reduce emissions by 90%," he said. 

      The WSSD and its Plan of Implementation has targets and timetables for a wide range of sustainable

      development issues. Among these, it calls for the rapid, global phase out of this key pollutant, leaded fuel.

      The work is also being guided by the Dakar Declaration of March 2002 in which countries backed a phase out of lead in petrol by 2005. Nearly $500,000 has been pledged by partners for this. 

      UNEP is acting as a "clearing house", through which the various partners will be gathering and exchanging information on key issues including the status of phase-outs in developing countries. 

      UNEP will also be assisting in developing and implementing action plans, organizing workshops to help

      countries phase out lead in petrol as well as promote cleaner fuels and vehicles in general, bring in new

      partners, and develop and distribute fact packs and other information materials to assist countries in

      informing consumers on the argument in favor of unleaded fuels. 

      This article was prepared by Science Letter editors from staff and other reports.

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Daily Telegraph(Sydney) 

February 11, 2003, Tuesday 

Campaigners urge you to sign up for the clean-up 

       CENTRAL coast residents are being urged to sign up for the annual Clean Up Australia Day. 

      The event, which has been running since 1989, has seen more than 190,000 tonnes of rubbish removed so

      far. Last year more than 2100 sites across Australia were cleaned up by concerned residents and community groups. 

      Clean Up Australia Day chairman Ian Kiernan said residents usually turned out in large numbers to support

      the campaign. 

      This year eyesore roadside areas will be the focus of the event. 

      "Clean Up Australia Day has the unique ability to make people aware of the various environmental issues

      surrounding them and to increase appreciation of community values and tolerance," Mr Kiernan said. 

      More than six million Australians have now volunteered their time on Clean Up Australia Day since 1989. 

      The idea has since spread worldwide, with the United Nations Environment Programme adopting the idea

      and beginning Clean Up the World in 1993. 

      In its first year, the worldwide campaign attracted 30 million volunteers in 80 countries. 

      This year Clean Up Australia Day sites should be registered by Friday. 

      Central Coast residents can visit www.cleanup.com.au or ring 1800 024 890 to register as a volunteer or to

      identify a local area that needs sprucing up. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Senator Kerry blasts Bush's environmental policies

  WASHINGTON - Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts blasted President George W. Bush's environmental

  policies on the weekend and said U.S. forces were being asked to risk their lives to make sure Mideast oil flowed. 

  Kery said in a speech at the John F. Kennedy presidential library in Boston that the United States must reduce its dependence on foreign

  oil so it cannot be held hostage by leaders like President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

  "Every day our servicemen and women put their lives on the line so that oil can flow from around the world to America's gas stations," he

  said. "But let there be no doubt, we pay a heavy price." 

  Kerry, one of six declared Democratic candidates who plan to seek their party's nomination to challenge Bush in the 2004 presidential

  election, said the United States cannot drill its way to self-sufficiency along the lines favored by Bush in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife

  Refuge. 

  Instead, he urged development of technology to make homes, businesses and transportation more efficient while creating a national

  market for biofuels from crops, wood and waste. 

  "We must forge a new path to create a stronger America," Kerry said, "an America where the use of military might is not clouded by our

  need for oil." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

        February 11, 2003

Global environmental forum ends in Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A global crackdown on mercury pollution, an agreement to help rescue the environment of the Occupied Palestinian Territories and assistance for small island states to reduce their vulnerability to climate change were among the key agreements made at the end of an international environment ministers meeting which ended here at the weekend. Delegates attending the 22nd session of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council also re-emphasized their commitment to Africa and the environmental part of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) initiative. They urged UNEP to work closely with not only African governments but also bodies such as the specialized committees of the African Union, the African Development Bank and other UN organizations. The decision on mercury follows discussions of a Global Assessment Report, compiled by experts from the UNEP and presented to the delegates, which highlighted the threat to humans and wildlife from the persistent health-hazardous heavy metal. Meanwhile, the delegates agreed on an action plan, where the UNEP was asked to assist developing countries and those with economies in transition - such as former states of the Soviet Union - in a wide ranging initiative to cut emissions of mercury from sources such as coal-fired power stations and incinerators. The agreement requested UNEP to help develop public awareness programmes to alert populations on the risks of mercury to their general health. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told PANA Monday that the most important aspect of the Nairobi meeting, which kicked off 3 February, was to "operationalise" the Plan of implementation agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in South Africa mid-2002.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng040431&dte=10/02/2003
Algeria thinks 'Marshall plan' to prevent water deficit 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Threatened by imminent water shortage estimated at nearly four billion cubic meters by 2020, Algeria plans to mobilize 10 billion cubic meters by then, water resources minister Abdelmadjid Attar said. In an speech during a forum organized by the Algerian daily El Moudjahid last Sunday, Attar explained that the programme would resemble a "Marshall Plan" meant to offset the 25 years of drought which the country has undergone. The cost of the ambitious programme has not been specified, as the rehabilitation of existing infrastructures alone will cost $1.4 billion. The programme includes the rehabilitation of the volume of water in the hills, 20,000 sinking, 100,000 small wells, and some twenty sewage treatment plants. It also includes the exploitation of the underground water level located in the Sahara desert, the construction of new dams, as well as the desalination of seawater. Finally, the programme will include the fight against water losses due to the run-down-state of water distribution channels, estimated at 53 percent of available water.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng040699&dte=10/02/2003
Shock Findings in Bearded Vulture Survey

South African Press Association (Johannesburg): The number of the bearded vultures, South Africa's largest and rarest vulture, have declined by up to 70 percent over the last 20 years, the Wildlands Trust said on Sunday. The findings are contained in a comprehensive survey of the vulture population, said trust CEO Dr Andrew Venter. Venter said the findings were very accurate because researchers, for the first time, used a dedicated helicopter to map out the nesting sites. The survey was funded by the Wildlands Trust and undertaken by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife,

KwaZulu-Natal's conservation management agency. Venter said the census revealed that the bearded vulture -- also known as the lammergeier -- was in dire straits. Nesting sites had decreased from 32 to a mere nine. "We hope that with this information, conservation agencies can give the bearded vulture the attention it deserves. Ideally this survey should be followed up with quarterly surveys, just to track nesting patterns over two years. We need to confirm the statistics”.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302100347.html
Scientist discovers new species of birds in Seychelles 

Saint-Denis, Reunion (PANA) - Gerard Rocamora, an ornithologist from the Seychelles said he has discovered a new species of birds, on one of the islands of the Seychelles archipelago. In its last weekend edition, the government newspaper, Seychelles Nation, quoted Rocamora, a member of the Foundation for the conservation of islands, as saying the discovery was made during a scientific study on various species of several islands of the archipelago. Some birds presenting spectacular plumage coloration, never seen before, were found on the island of Arros, one of the five islands where the species live, Rocamora stated as he provided information on the status of the research. The scientist gives two possible explanations, while awaiting the results of the genetic analysis underway in the laboratory of the University of Sheffield, in the United Kingdom. "The first explanation, and probably the most plausible is that we are in the presence of a hybrid form between the 'foudi' from the Seychelles and the one from Madagascar, a bird whose male has a sharp red nuptial plumage, commonly known in Creole as 'Kardinal.' Rocamora says if the new birds are not hybrids, "we will have made an important discovery, because it will enable us to show that within a short period of time (37 years), we can have birds that change colour, which, as far as I know, has never been shown before."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng040703&dte=10/02/2003
US environment official expected in Libreville 

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - US Under Secretary of State for Environment Jeffrey Burman, was expected in Libreville Monday on a visit related to the Congo River Basin forest partnership project, diplomatic sources said. Burman and nine officials from the US Departments of Home Affairs and Agriculture are scheduled to visit protected sites in Gabon's tropical forests and meet with officials and executives of NGOs specialized in environment protection. The visit followed an international meeting on the monitoring of the partnership on the forest of the Congo River Basin held 21-23 January in Paris, France. On the fringes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in South Africa last September, a partnership agreement was signed by the US, France, Japan, South Africa and several donors, for the protection of the Congo River Basin that boasts unique ecosystems. The six African countries involved in the partnership are Cameroon, Congo-Brazzaville, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Central African Republic and DR Congo.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng040655&dte=10/02/2003
A tropical storm moves towards Mauritius 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - A moderate tropical storm named Gerry was Monday 950 km north-west of Mauritius, between Tromelin and Agalega Islands, the Mauritian Meteorological Services said. Meteorological Services Director Soobiraj Sok Appadu explained that gusts of between 100 and 120 km per hour are accompanying the storm. "Gerry was stationary throughout last night. We will monitor the situation closely for the next 12 hours to determine its behaviour pattern," Sok Appadu said. Low pressure was identified 700-km north-east of Rodrigues Island, where it is moving towards the south-west at 12 km per hour.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng040585&dte=10/02/2003
___________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update – 10 February 2003

Topical News Issues
Commentary: Changing Development Pattern, Protecting Environment
More than 100 environment ministers from around the world wrapped up their five-day meeting Friday in the Kenyan capital, pledging to adopt "green" development pattern in their respective country to reverse the trend of worsening environment on the earth. 
The ministers, attending the UN Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council meeting and the 4th Global Ministerial Environment Forum, have agreed that the current unsustainable production and consumption pattern of the world is among the root causes of environment degradation on the planet.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200302/08/eng20030208_111359.shtml 


Israel, Palestinians to work for environment
The Times of India, Feb 8, 2003 (CHANDRIKA MAGO) - NAIROBI: Can environment be part of a peace process, perhaps even trigger it? Ambitious as this may sound, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) seems to be hoping something like this may happen.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=36705073&sType=1 

Afghanistan Calls For Global Support to Reconstruct Ruined Environment 
The Tehran Times, Feb 08, 2003 - NAIROBI -- Afghanistan's Enviroment Minister Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani on Thursday urged the international community to help reverse environmental devastation caused by decades of war and drought. 
"We cannot do without UN Environment Program (UNEP) and the international community if we are to protect our environment, as most of our experts are dead due to the long drawn-out conflict," Nuristani said in Nairobi.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Detailview.asp?Keyword=UNEP&Da=2/8/03&Cat=7&Num=4
Afghan environmental crisis deepens
The China Daily, Feb 08, 2003 - NAIROBI, Kenya: More than two decades of war in Afghanistan has severely degraded the country's environment, which has presented a major stumbling block for the country's reconstruction efforts, Afghanistan's top environment official said on Thursday. 
"The collapse of central and local authorities during the country's two decades of conflicts has been one of the main contributors to environmental decline," Afghan Environment Minister Ahmad Nuristani said on the sidelines of the Global Ministerial Environment Forum in the Kenyan capital. "With many refugees having returned to places nearby the major cities, our urban environment is increasingly challenged." 
His sentiment was confirmed by a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Post-Conflict Environment Assessment report released on the same day. http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2003-02-08/103746.html 

AGHANISTAN'S ENVIRONMENT RAVAGED BY WAR, DROUGHT

KABUL, Afghanistan, February 7, 2003 (ENS) - Afghanistan's environment is so degraded by two decades of warfare that it now presents a major barrier to the nation's efforts at reconstruction, finds a new report presented to environmental leaders meeting in Nairobi this week. Combined with three to four years of drought, the conflicts have drained the nation's wetlands and caused much of Afghanistan's wildlife to vanish.

http://ens-news.com/ens/feb2003/2003-02-07-07.asp 

NGOs: No excuse for breaking environs laws
The Star (BY S.S. YOGA) - CAMERON HIGHLANDS: Local non-governmental organisations denounced the incident involving the levelling of a plot of land here, saying there was no justification for the act which breaks guidelines and regulations. 
“Whether the developer is using hydrophonics or not is immaterial as the issue is that laws have been broken,” Society of Regional Environmental Awareness of Cameron Highlands (Reach) president Ramakrishnan Ramasamy said in response to a report in The Star yesterday on the controversial farming project in the Blue Valley. 
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2003/2/8/nation/yywhat&sec=nation/
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the news

Fishing subsidies raise temperatures at WTO

GENEVA - Rich and poor countries called last week for an early start to special negotiations in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to try to agree on rules limiting subsidies for fishing fleets. Only Japan and South Korea, both providers of heavy subsidies, firmly resisted the call - while their one-time ally on the issue, the European Union, said it would soon come up with new proposals to tackle declining fish stocks. http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19754/story.htm
General Environment news

Poland plans costly EU-linked waste schemes

WARSAW - Poland plans to build 960 waste treatment plants and 480 municipal sewage systems under its long-term 40 billion euro ($43.2 billion) scheme to upgrade its environment to EU standards, a minister said last week. The programme will provide ample investment opportunities to local and foreign investors, help to lower Poland's high unemployment while stimulating economic growth and improve people's quality of life, the government says.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19747/story.htm
Ministry says dioxins found in German animal feed

BERLIN - Animal feed produced by a firm in eastern Germany tested positive in January for carcinogenic dioxins, and over 100 tonnes of possibly contaminated feed could have been exported to the Netherlands, officials said. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19767/story.htm
Britain plans to promote sustainable production

LONDON - Britain's government will develop a strategy to promote sustainable production and consumption to combat environmental damage and boost economic efficiency, Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett said. 

"This strategy will set out the framework for future action by government and business, to drive the transition toward sustainable development," she said. "It will also set out the steps that we will be taking to fulfil our commitment, made in Johannesburg, to sustainable production and consumption," she said, referring to pledges made at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in September.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19748/story.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________________

           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred

     Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.  I understand that we have two visiting groups today -– from the Middle East and the other

     from Bolivia.  Welcome.

           ** Secretary-General Urges Collective, Multilateral Approach on Iraq

           The Secretary-General on Saturday asserted the unique legitimacy of the United Nations in dealing with the

     question of Iraq, and urged that UN unity on the issue be maintained.

           In remarks to a 5,000-strong audience on the occasion of the 310th anniversary of the College of William and

     Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia, he said, “If we succeed in getting Iraq to comply fully and disarm, by effective and

     credible inspections, then the prize is great”.

           The Secretary-General also reiterated his belief that all possibilities of a peaceful settlement should be

     exhausted before resorting to the use of force.

           He said, “War is always a human catastrophe -– a course that should only be considered when all other

     possibilities have been exhausted, and when it's obvious that the alternative is worse”.

           He went on to say, if Iraq fails to make use of this last chance, and continues its defiance, the Council will

     have to make another grim choice, and must face up to its responsibilities.

           “Only a collective, multilateral approach can effectively curb the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction,

     and make the world a safer place”, he said.

           He also said, “Nothing, of course, would undermine that goal more fatally than the actual use of weapons of

     mass destruction”.  He said, “I must therefore solemnly warn all parties to forswear any use of such weapons, in Iraq

     or anywhere else”.  “Any person who ordered or took part in their use”, he said, “would incur the gravest responsibility”.

           He told the audience, “When there is strong leadership, exercised through patient diplomatic persuasion and

     coalition-building, the United Nations is successful -– and the United States is successful.  The United Nations is

     most useful to all its members”, he went on, “including the United States, when it is united, and works as a source of

     collective action rather than discord”.

           The Secretary-General received an honourary degree from former U.S. Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger,

     the college's chancellor.

           Iraq

           Meanwhile, in Iraq, the Executive-Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission

     (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, and the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed

     ElBaradei, left Baghdad early this morning after two days of talks with Iraqi officials.

           At a press briefing yesterday, ElBaradei said the talks had three main objectives -- “full inspection, full Iraqi

     cooperation, and movement on the remaining disarmament issues” -- and that “good progress” was made in all these

     issues. 

           For his part, Blix noted that while Iraq has been helpful on process, “we distinguish between cooperation on

     process and cooperation on substance”, he said.  He added that cooperation on substance has been less good.

           He said that in the two days of talks he’s seen the beginning of the Iraqis taking these remaining disarmament

     issues more seriously.

           The UNMOVIC chief told reporters that he and ElBaradei had discussed their need for aerial surveillance.  He

     said the Iraqi side had not raised any difficulties concerning the use of German made unmanned drones.  Concerning

     the U2 planes, Blix said he expected a response from Iraq by Friday.

           Both Blix and ElBaradei are expected to brief the Security Council this Friday.

           Meanwhile, the inspectors’ work continued during the high-level visit.  UNMOVIC and IAEA teams inspected a

     wide variety of sites including a water plant, a grain handling facility and a technical training school.

           UNMOVIC sought a private interview with a biological scientist on Saturday.  While he made the appointment

     alone, he did not agree to the mode of the interview, as proposed by UNMOVIC.  The interview, therefore, did not

     proceed.

           The IAEA conducted a private interview with a chemical engineer.  No Iraqi witness was present during the

     interview, which lasted approximately two and a half hours.  A broad range of technical matters was covered during the

     interview.

           Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           We issued the following statement on Saturday following the explosion in Bogota, Friday night, and I will like

     to read it into the record.

           “The Secretary-General of the United Nations is deeply shocked by the terrible terrorist attack on a crowded

     social club in Bogota Friday night.  The Secretary-General expresses his profound sympathy for the victims and their

     families.  He strongly condemns this cruel bombing and all other terrorist attacks by any actor in the conflict.  Their

     ends do not justify the means.  The heartless killing of innocent civilians will only deepen the conflict and further

     undermine hopes for peace that Colombia seeks and deserves.”

           Palestine/UNRWA

           In the Middle East this morning, Peter Hansen, the Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works

     Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East -– better known as UNRWA -- issued an appeal to the international

     community not to let the West Bank and Gaza slide down its list of priorities as the world focuses on a potential

     conflict in Iraq.

           Hansen also issued a stark warning that UNRWA’s emergency activities in the West Bank and Gaza will run

     out of resources and come to an end by late March -– including the feeding of 1.1 million people –- unless donations

     are received immediately from the international community.

           “We are scraping the bottom of every barrel and stretching every dollar we have”, he said, “but without

     immediate donations our emergency operations are going to grind to a halt”.

           He added:  “The international community must not allow the occupied territory to slip from its sight.  Tensions

     are too high and the need too great”.

           In December, UNRWA asked the international community for US$94 million to support its emergency

     programmes in the territories for the first six months of this year.  So far, no funds have been received and only a small

     portion of the Agency’s needs have been promised.

           The lack of donations means that already UNRWA has been forced to cut the size of the ration package it

     gives to 120,000 refugee families in Gaza, while in the West Bank, 1,600 emergency staff are to be laid off, and

     payment for refugee hospitalization has been stopped.

           For more, pick up the press release upstairs.

           Security Council

           On the Security Council, they have scheduled no meetings and no consultations for today.

           As tomorrow is a UN holiday, the Eid Al Adha, the next scheduled Council meeting is on Wednesday when

     consultations on Angola are planned.

           Afghanistan

           In Kabul today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, attended the

     handover ceremony of the International Security Assistance Force(ISAF) from Turkey to Germany and the

     Netherlands.

           The handover was presided by President Hamid Karzai.  In addition to the outgoing and incoming Force

     Commanders, the Defence Ministers of Turkey, Germany and the Netherlands were also present.

           Brahimi said in his remarks, “I think on days like this, what one really feels is a sense of hope; the difficulties

     are enormous, it’s a huge mountain…”

           He went on to say, “On days like this one feels that it is do-able.  It is do-able because the people of

     Afghanistan are tired of war, they are tired of conflict, they are tired of this destruction that has descended on them for

     so many years”.

           “They would like to enjoy a little bit of peace”, he went on, “a little bit of stability and they are counting on the

     international community to help them do that”.

           We have his remarks available upstairs.

           Côte d’Ivoire

           Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for Côte d’Ivoire, continued her mission to the

     region with a stop in Mali today.

           This is her last stop in the region as she makes her way back to New York, with an expected stop in Europe.

           Ms. McAskie is schedule to brief you this Thursday, February 13th.

           Democratic Republic of Congo

           We mentioned to you last week a UN humanitarian mission which was making its way to a tornado-hit area in

     the western part of the DRC.  Today, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that it is in the

     process of delivering 23 tons of Emergency Kits, 33 tons of food and 40 tons of seeds and tools to the affected

     population in the town of Yumbi.

           The tornado left some 1700 families without shelter.

           G8 Action Plan on Africa

           This afternoon at 3 p.m. in Conference Room 5, the Secretary-General will meet with the ambassadors of 18

     African countries to discuss with them the follow-up to the Group of Eight’s Action Plan on Africa, agreed to at last

     year’s G8 summit in Kananaskis, Canada.

           The Secretary-General intends to discuss with the ambassadors how to move forward the Action Plan, which

     is intended to support African countries as they implement the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, known as

     NEPAD.

           ICC

           The Assembly of States Parties to the International Criminal Court rather late on Friday night completed its

     work by electing the Court’s first 18 judges, who will be sworn in during a ceremony on March 11 at The Hague.

           It took 33 rounds of voting by the 85 eligible States over four days before all 18 judges -– including 11 men and

     seven women –- were elected.  The Prosecutor for the Court is now expected to be elected at the Assembly’s next

     session, in April.

           The winners included the Presidents of both UN Tribunals –- Judge Navenethem Pillay of South Africa, of the

     International Tribunal for Rwanda, and Judge Claude Jorda of France of the one for the former Yugoslavia.  A full list of

     the elected judges is available among today’s press releases.

           Signings

           We have just one treaty action today.  It’s scheduled for this afternoon, when Afghanistan is expected to

     become the 89th country to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

           Budget

           In budget news, we were notified today that the Lao People’s Democratic Republic paid its 2003 regular

     budget contribution in full before the end of the 30-day period.  The delay in reporting this is due to a late confirmation

     by the bank on the receipt of the contribution.  Their contribution is just over $13,000, and the number of fully paid up

     Member States is now 40.

           Today we also have another large payment to the peacekeeping budget with Canada making a payment of

     more than $20 million.

           Guests at noon briefing

           After the holiday here tomorrow, we come to Wednesday.  There will be a guest here at the noon briefing. 

     Ercan Murat, UNDP Country Director for Afghanistan, and David Lockwood, the Deputy Director of UNDP’s Regional

     Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, will brief you on developments in Afghanistan.

           That’s all I have for you.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  The Non-Aligned Movement has sent a letter to the Security Council on the session (Friday’s

     meeting).  What’s the reaction?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have a reaction to give you.  In fact, I can’t even confirm that they have received that

     letter.  So, I’ll probably look into it and get back to you after the briefing.

           Question:  Do you have any information concerning Mr. De Soto’s schedule, after his arrival in New York

     tomorrow?

           Spokesman:  Yes, apparently, this morning he met with the two leaders and then left Cyprus for New York. 

     There’ll be no talks in Cyprus on Wednesday as he’ll be here to brief the Secretary-General.  I don’t have any details

     when exactly that might happen.  We’ll try to get back to you as soon as we know.  Then talks resume on Cyprus on

     Friday when de Soto would be back there.  So that, in general, is the schedule.  I don’t have the specifics for you yet.

           Question:  The briefing by Hans Blix -- is that a public briefing?  And secondly, when does the mandate of

     UNMOVIC run out?

           Spokesman:  The briefing on Friday -- I’m not sure the Council has finalized the decision on format.  I believe

     that the tentative plan, if it hasn’t been finalized yet as a formal decision, is to have this as a closed briefing as

     happened on a previous occasion.  But let me check with the Council Presidency to see if a final decision has been

     made.  Your technical question on UNMOVIC’s mandate I’d have to look at the documents and get back to you.  I

     don’t know whether it is renewed periodically by the Council or whether it has an indefinite mandate until they have

     accomplished their work.  If you stop by my office later, I’ll try to give it to you.

           [Resolution 1284, which created UNMOVIC, did not specify a date for the end of its mandate.]

           Question:  On Friday, the United States announced a security alert from yellow to orange.  I wonder what the

     security alert status is at the United Nations, and if any measures have been taken?

           Spokesman:  No, we don’t discuss security.  Had there been a general alert in the United States, I’m sure

     that our Security here would have reacted in some way.  But they don’t want me to talk about it.

           Question:  Also, a few weeks ago, we had some situation -- a mysterious white powder in Cyprus.  I

     understand the United Nations investigated the situation.  Do you have anything to report?

           Spokesman:  We have already told you that the tests on that powder were negative and everything went back

     to normal.  I don’t think we have anything to add to that last report.

           Question:  Can you confirm whether that envelope was in a diplomatic pouch the United Nations Headquarters

     in New York sent to Nicosia?  If “yes”, was there any investigation made as to who sent it?

           Spokesman:  I can’t discuss those kinds of details, but this investigation was carried out by the book with the

     cooperation of the relevant authorities in Nicosia. And that’s really all that we have to say.

           Question:  Is there any indication that the Secretary-General will submit a revised plan?

           Spokesman:  I don’t think we want to comment on second or third plans, at this stage.

           Question:  Can you get him back here in the building? (inaudible)

           Spokesman:  So that you can catch him coming in the front door?  We’ll have to see.  I’ll see whether we can

     get you any information on that.  Serge?

           Question:  With the creation of the new International Criminal Court, can future cases of the Rwanda Tribunal

     be handled by the Court?  Or is there going to be a duplication of cases handled by the two bodies?

           Spokesman:  As you know, we’ve only had ad hoc tribunals.  I believe that the ad hoc Tribunals on Rwanda

     and Yugoslavia will continue until the end of

     their mandate.  The new International Criminal Court can only take on issues as of the date that its Statute was

     adopted.  Now you have a permanent universal Court that can try any matters brought before it as of the date that the

     Statute was adopted.  In the case of Rwanda and Yugoslavia, you have events that pre-dated the approval of that

     Statute.  So, those Tribunals will continue to do their work on their mandate.  Now the ICC has its new mandate as of

     1 July last year.

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any reaction on the election of the judges of the Court,

     particularly, the gender balance and the geographical distribution?

           Spokesman:  I’ll have to check with him.  He was informed before he left for Williamsburg Saturday morning on

     the outcome of the late Friday elections.  I believe that the gender balance agreed upon in advance of the elections had

     been met.  I don’t know that he has any comment on the geographical balance, but I have the impression that it is

     pretty good.  I can’t speak for him without speaking to him first.  Sorry.

           Okay, enjoy.

                                              * *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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*
Head of UN agency warns not to let aid for Palestinians suffer due to focus on Iraq

*
Security Council to hear Annan brief on UN contingency plans for relief aid

*
Annan stresses unity, exhausting all avenues of peace in dealing with Iraq

*
Signs Baghdad taking disarmament ‘more seriously,’ Blix says after talks

*
UN inspectors press forward, visiting missiles sites and storage facilities

*
As UN inspections continue, proposed interviews with 2 more Iraqis fall through

*
Chief UN monitors in Baghdad for further talks as inspections continue
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*
Afghan people appreciative of international security force, UN envoy says

*
UN envoy urges cooperation to halt ‘epidemic of rebellion’ in West Africa  

*
‘Dramatic change’ in Angola since end of deadly conflict, Annan says

*
UN to deliver aid to thousands left homeless by tornado in western DR of Congo

*
Colombia bomb blast will deepen conflict, undermine hopes for peace – Annan

*
Elections completed for judges to International Criminal Court

* * * *

UNRWA

10 February – The head of the United Nations lead agency for Palestinian refugees, Peter Hansen, today appealed to the international community not to let the West Bank and Gaza slide down its list of priorities as the world focuses on a potential conflict in Iraq.

Mr. Hansen, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), also warned that the Agency’s emergency activities in the region will run out of resources and come to an end by late March – including the feeding of 1.1 million people – unless donations are received immediately from the international community.

“We are scraping the bottom of every barrel and stretching every dollar we have, but without immediate donations our emergency operations are going to grind to a halt,” Mr. Hansen said. “The cutbacks come at a time when the uncertain regional situation makes it ever-more imperative that we maintain a lifeline to the refugees in the territories. And yet the paradox is that our emergency funding for the year may be threatened because donors are holding back to see what is needed in Iraq.”

In December, UNRWA asked for $94 million to support its emergency programmes in the territories for the first six months of 2003. So far, no funds have been received and only a small portion of the Agency’s needs have been pledged.

The lack of donations has forced UNRWA to cut the size of the rations package it gives to 120,000 refugee families in Gaza, while in the West Bank, 1,600 emergency staff are to be laid off and payment for refugee hospitalization is being stopped.

Urgent humanitarian operations, including the re-housing of refugees made homeless by Israel’s military, will also have to be cancelled just as demolition operations are escalating. Supplies of food, tents and cannot continue unless donations are forthcoming.

Since September 2000, UNRWA has distributed over two million family food parcels, doubled the number of patients it treats in its clinics and provided work for thousands of Palestinian breadwinners – all in an effort to alleviate the worst effects of the violence, curfews and closures on the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

“The uncertainty on the political front in the West Bank and Gaza means that this is no time to allow humanitarian efforts to stall,” Mr. Hansen said. “The international community must not allow the occupied territory to slip from its sight. Tensions are too high and the need too great.”

* * * 
Iraq: Secretary-General

10 February – Secretary-General Kofi Annan will brief the members of the Security Council later this week on the status of contingency planning by the United Nations for humanitarian assistance for Iraq in the event of war.

The informal briefing, scheduled for Thursday in the Secretary-General’s conference room, comes after Mr. Annan asked his Deputy, Louise Fréchette, about two months ago to consult with the various UN bodies for maximum coordination system-wide in the event of a humanitarian emergency, according to a UN spokesman, who noted that such planning is a normal part of the UN’s work.

Speaking to reporters at a press encounter today, the Secretary-General said the briefing was a way to share with the Council members the UN’s thinking and basic planning, and the information it has through its research.

“As Secretary-General, I have made it very clear that I hope this issue can be resolved peacefully,” Mr. Annan said. “But of course we are also realistic, and we have handled previous crises before, and we are doing contingency planning – and I stress, contingency planning – without any expectation, any decision one way or the other, so that we will not be caught unprepared if things were to go the military way.”

He added that the UN has had enough experience in other crises to understand that it should make some arrangements and preparations, and after what happened in 1991 in Iraq, “we are not taking anything for granted.”

* * * 

Iraq/Annan

8 February – Stressing the importance of a united Security Council as it ponders the next steps in dealing with the disarmament of Iraq, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today reiterated his belief that all possibilities of a peaceful settlement should be exhausted before resorting to the use of force. 

“If we succeed in getting Iraq to comply fully and disarm, by effective and credible inspections, then the prize is great,” the Secretary-General said in an address this morning to the College of William & Mary in Virginia, where he was awarded an honorary degree during the school’s celebration marking the 310th anniversary of its charter. 

“Iraq would no longer be a threat to its neighbours, and we would send a very powerful message to all other countries that are tempted to develop or acquire weapons of mass destruction,” he added. “We would strengthen the non-proliferation regime throughout the world.” 

The Secretary-General noted that the disarmament of Iraq was not an issue for one country alone, but for the international community as a whole. “When States decide to use force, not in self-defence but to deal with broader threats to international peace and security, there is no substitute for the unique legitimacy provided by the United Nations Security Council,” he said. “States and peoples around the world attach fundamental importance to such legitimacy, and to the international rule of law.” 

In citing the “horror” threatened by weapons of mass destruction, an issue confined not just to Iraq, Mr. Annan said it was vitally important the entire international community carefully re-examine the foundations of its security in a united way. “Only a collective, multilateral approach can effectively curb the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and make the world a safer place,” he said. “Nothing would undermine that goal more fatally than the actual use of weapons of mass destruction.” 

He recalled that it was due in large part to the firm challenge issued by United States President George W. Bush – and the pressure that followed it – that UN inspectors have returned to Iraq after a nearly four-year absence, backed by the power of a unanimous Security Council resolution giving them a new, more authoritative and robust mandate. 

With that unanimity in the international community – a message conveyed by a united Security Council, by the Arab League and by Iraq’s neighbours – the Secretary-General warned that if Iraq fails to make use of this last chance to disarm and continues its defiance, the Council will have to make another grim choice, based on the findings of the UN inspectors. “When that time comes, the Council must face up to its responsibilities,” Mr. Annan said. 

“In my experience, it always does so best and most effectively when its members work in unison,” he said, underscoring that the Council should proceed in a determined, reflective, deliberative manner. “Its measures must be seen as firm, effective, credible and reasonable – not only by the Council members, but by the public at large.” 

He added: “The broader our consensus on Iraq, the better the chance that we can come together again and deal effectively with other burning conflicts in the world. These conflicts cause untold suffering, and urgently need our attention: from Israel and Palestine to Congo and Côte d’Ivoire, not to mention our efforts to stabilize Afghanistan.” 

Even beyond that, the Secretary-General said, the United Nations has a wider international agenda, set when the world’s leaders came together in 2000 and adopted the Millennium Declaration, which established clear targets – not only for peace, security and disarmament but for a host of other global ills. “It is by our success or failure in fulfilling those Millennium Goals, and not just in Iraq, that the role of the United Nations in the twenty-first century should be assessed,” he said.

* * *
Iraq

9 February – The top United Nations weapons inspector, Hans Blix, today said he saw signs the Iraqi authorities were taking the disarmament issues “more seriously,” reporting that a number of documents concerning biological weapons and missiles have been turned over to UN officials for analysis. 

“There are some good developments from these two days,” Mr. Blix said at a press conference this evening in Baghdad following the conclusion of talks he and the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, had with the Iraqi delegation headed by Gen. Amir Al-Saadi, an adviser in the Presidential Office. The two UN officials also met with Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan, as well as with Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz Pahad of South Africa, at his request.

UN officials added that two technical meetings were held, one between the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and Iraq on chemical, biological and missile files, and the other between the IAEA and Iraq to clarify issues regarding aluminium tubes, alleged uranium importation and the use of high explosives, as well as other outstanding issues.

At the press conference, Mr. Blix noted that Iraqi authorities turned over a number of papers on anthrax and the country’s missile programme in response to a point that was made at the last meeting between the two sides in Baghdad last month. “We’ve had talks with Iraqi colleagues where I’ve seen the beginning of taking these remaining disarmament issues more seriously,” he said. 

He added that papers on VX, a potent chemical nerve agent, were also submitted to UN officials on Saturday, who examined the documents until 2 a.m. before meeting with their Iraqi counterparts this morning for further clarifications. 

On the issue of the commission appointed to look into an earlier discovery of 12 empty chemical warheads, Mr. Blix said that panel now has a broader mandate and has been given authority to look for any weapons of mass destruction. “We welcome that,” he said, adding that one of the UN teams today found one more empty 122 millimetre chemical warhead at Tajir. 

As for interviews of Iraqi personnel, Mr. Blix said the UN’s experience so far has been a “mixed bag.” He noted that some individuals have insisted on having Iraqi representatives present, while others have insisted on having a tape recorder. There have also been cases of interviewees who have accepted being alone with UN officials without any recorders. “We hope this practice will develop into something more relaxed,” he said.

Echoing Mr. Blix’s sentiments, Mr. ElBaradei said that he also saw signs the Iraqis were willing to be more forthcoming but stressed that UN inspectors needed such cooperation in order to do their job effectively. “I’m seeing a beginning of a change of heart on the part of Iraq,” he said. “I hope this new attitude will be tested in the next few days and weeks because time is of the essence.”

Mr. ElBaradei said that the IAEA was not looking for a “smoking gun” but rather a sustained pattern of cooperation on the part of Iraq “by which we can credibly report to the Security Council that there’s no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.”

The two important issues for the IAEA are the interviews with Iraqi individuals and the surveillance, Mr. ElBaradei said. “We are moving on one, the interviews, and we hope by Friday to move on the question of surveillance planes, because, there again, to show the Security Council that full cooperation.”

* * * 

Iraq: inspections

10 February – Just days before the top United Nations disarmament officials are to give an update to the Security Council, UN monitors in Iraq continued their inspections of various sites around the country today.

Missile teams from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) went to the Ibn Firnas Company, which is involved in the design and manufacturing of remotely piloted vehicles (RPVs), and the Samarra East Airfield, which is involved in the flight test of RPVs. UN teams also visited the Al Mamoun site that manufactures solid propellant rocket motors and the Al Fekar Factory, which makes parts and subsystems of rockets.

“These inspections were conducted to verify Iraq’s declarations and establish a comprehensive monitoring mechanism,” UNMOVIC spokesman Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad.

In other inspections, an UNMOVIC biological team visited a Military Hospital approximately 160 kilometres southwest of Baghdad and carried out a ground survey in part of the hospital compound. Another biological team carried out an inspection of a seed-processing facility approximately 20 kilometres east of An Nu’maniyah.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC chemical team inspected the 7 Nissan stores in southeast Baghdad, the central stores for Iraq’s pesticide inventory in 15 Governorates.

Outside Mosul, a multidisciplinary team inspected the Mosul Raiyard AR Rayanihay RR Siding, where goods are transported from and to train truck.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) held no-notice inspections at Um Al Maarik and Badr State Establishment. “The inspections were undertaken to establish the current disposition of machine tools monitored by the IAEA,” Mr. Ueki said, adding that another IAEA team conducted a car-borne radiation survey along and near the Tigris River just south of Baghdad.

* * *
Iraq: inspections

9 February – United Nations officials sought private interviews with two more Iraqi individuals today but were turned down by both after failing to reach agreement on how the questioning would be conducted.

The UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) had sought to question a biological scientist and a missile expert, according to a spokesman for the Commission in Baghdad. “Both of them showed up for the appointments,” Hiro Ueki said. “However, the biological scientist did not agree to the location and mode of interview, as proposed by UNMOVIC, [and] the missile expert did not agree to the mode of interview, as proposed by UNMOVIC. Therefore, the interviews did not proceed.”

Meanwhile, UNMOVIC inspectors continued their work on the ground, as a biological team visited an Agricultural Research Centre, approximately 20 kilometres west of Baghdad, and then moved to one of the Centre’s nearby breeding stations, Mr. Ueki said. A second biological team conducted a geo-physical survey of an area of land within the perimeter of a school on the western outskirts of Baghdad, and excavated a small area as part of the survey. A third biological team inspected a dairy products facility in an eastern suburb of Baghdad.

Three UNMOVIC missile teams inspected three separate sites: the Al Battani Centre that is involved in space research and development; the Al Mutasim location that is involved in the practical training of engineers who belong to the Military Industrialization Corporation (MIC); and Al Mamoun, which manufactures solid propellant rocket motors.

North of Baghdad, a multidisciplinary team returned to the Al Taji Ammunition Depot to extract a sample of the liquid contents of a 122-millimetre rocket chemical warhead previously declared by Iraq. “During the course of the inspection, the team discovered an empty 122 mm Al Burak chemical warhead and an empty plastic chemical agent canister,” Mr. Ueki said. “Samples were taken from both items for subsequent analysis.”

A Mosul-based multidisciplinary team, meanwhile, inspected the Vehicle Maintenance and Repair Unit of the Nineveh Health Authority.
As for the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), one of its teams performed a mobile radiation survey in Baghdad, while a second participated in a technical meeting at the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Baghdad. The initial field trial of mobile air samplers also continued, Mr. Ueki said.

* * *
Iraq: inspections

8 February – As the chief United Nations disarmament officials returned to Baghdad for more talks with Iraqi authorities, UN monitors pressed forward today with inspection activities at facilities around the country.

The Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, and the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, met with the Iraqi delegation headed by Gen. Amir Al-Saadi, an adviser in the Presidential Office, a spokesman for both UN bodies said in Baghdad. The meeting lasted roughly four hours.

UNMOVIC also sought a private interview with a biological scientist. “While he made the appointment alone, he did not agree to the mode of interview, as proposed by UNMOVIC,” spokesman Hiro Ueki said. “The interview, therefore, did not proceed.” 

The IAEA, however, conducted a private interview with a chemical engineer. “No Iraqi witness was present during the interview, which lasted approximately two-and-a-half hours,” Mr. Ueki said. “A broad range of technical matters was covered during the interview.” 

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC chemical team inspected the Al Rasheed Water Project in Baghdad, as the Commission’s missile inspectors inspected the Al Mutassim Training Institute, a facility involved in the machining of mechanical components.

About 10 kilometres southeast of Baghdad, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Djerf Al Naddaf facility, while in Mosul, a multidisciplinary team inspected the Mosul Technical Institute, which gives technical practical training.

As for the IAEA, one team performed a motorized radiation survey in the Baghdad area, as a second deployed two mobile air-sampling units at two locations in Baghdad. “This deployment constitutes a field trial of the mobile units as another step in the re-installation of both fixed and mobile air samplers as part of wide-area environmental monitoring in Iraq,” Mr. Ueki said.

* * *

Afghanistan

10 February – The chief United Nations envoy for Afghanistan, attending the ceremony in which command of the international security force was handed over from Turkey to Germany and the Netherlands, said today that the Afghan people appreciated the contributions of the international community to securing their country.

“I think on days like this, what one really feels is a sense of hope,” Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, said at the handover ceremony in Kabul, referring to the enormous difficulties facing that country.

Despite the challenges towards peace and stability, Mr. Brahimi added, “It is do-able because the people of Afghanistan are tired of war, they are tired of conflict, they are tired of this destruction that has descended on them for so many years. They would like to enjoy a little bit of peace, a little bit of stability and they are counting on the international community to help them do that.”

In addition to the outgoing and incoming Commanders of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), the Defence Ministers of Turkey, Germany and the Netherlands were also present at the ceremony, presided over by President Hamid Karzai.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

10 February – Urging the international community and West African leaders to work together to “halt the epidemic of rebellion” plaguing the region, the top United Nations envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire today ended her five-country tour of the area with a final stop in Mali.

Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, has been in West Africa for nearly a month, with a mandate to increase efforts to coordinate and strengthen the humanitarian response to the steadily deteriorating situation in the region. Along with Mali, she visited Ghana, Burkina Faso, Liberia and Guinea.

Her three-day visit to Mali included meetings with senior members of the Government as well the international donor community, whom she called on to fund humanitarian programmes, in particular the safe transport of third-country nationals. In that regard, Ms. McAskie welcomed the transportation provided by the Government of Mali to their nationals trapped at the border between Liberia and Guinea.  

It was in Mali, during a meeting with President Amadou Toumani Toure, that Ms. McAskie made her plea for broad cooperation to end the violence in the region, which has sparked massive flows of internally displaced persons and has imperilled nearly every element of West African society – from the health sector to the regional economy.

President Toure acknowledged those concerns, reminding Ms. McAskie that his country had suffered a heavy economic toll as Mali used to import and export over 70 per cent of its goods through its southern neighbour, but now had to explore alternative routes. “The crisis in Côte d’Ivoire comes at a great cost to Mali,” he said.

According to the authorities, more than 35,000 people have crossed into Mali since 19 September, including some 2,000 Ivorian refugees. The town of Zegoua, along Mali’s border with Côte d’Ivoire, which used to be a heavy commercial transit point between the two countries, has come to a standstill with a high cost to local trade and transport companies. 

Ms. McAskie was scheduled to leave this evening for stops in Paris and Geneva for consultations with international humanitarian organizations and donors to impress upon them the importance of funding urgent humanitarian interventions related to the crisis.

* * *

Angola

10 February - Despite a history of unsuccessful attempts at achieving durable peace, Angola is now firmly placed on the path of political, social and economic recovery, according to a report by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan released today in New York.

In the report to the Security Council covering the activities of the UN Mission in Angola (UNMA) since last December, Mr. Annan highlighted key developments and provided recommendations on the future role of the UN in that country.

Angola had one of the longest-running armed conflicts in Africa, but for the first time since independence, “Angolans can live without fear of a recurrent and devastating war,” Mr. Annan says. The UN, with the support of the international community, has played a critical role in the peace process through a series of peacekeeping operations, accompanied by peace-building efforts and humanitarian assistance.

The Secretary-General says that though UNMA has completed its mandated political tasks, continued support for Angola is needed in human rights, mine action, the reintegration of ex-combatants, humanitarian assistance and economic recovery. In addition, reaching a national consensus on a date for the forthcoming general elections will be an important step towards moving that process forward.

“As the country moves to fulfil its aspirations of nation-building, it is my sincere hope that the Government will consolidate peace and national reconciliation in all parts of its national territory,” Mr. Annan says.

In an effort to continue UN support in Angola, Mr. Annan has requested that his Special Representative, Ibrahim Gambari, consult with the Government and other national and international stakeholders to determine the UN’s involvement. The office of the Resident Coordinator will also be strengthened for this transitional period by adding a unit to address residual tasks.

The Security Council is schedule to hold consultations on Wednesday to discuss the situation in Angola and the Secretary-General’s report.

* * *

DR of Congo

10 February – United Nations relief workers are steadily making their way across the western part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where thousands of families have been left stranded and homeless in the wake of a deadly tornado. 

The team, dispatched last Friday, is on its way to Bandudu province following Government reports that last week’s devastating tornado left close to 1,700 families homeless, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). There have been reports of many dead or missing, but the exact numbers remain unconfirmed. Some 2,500 people are believed to have been injured.

The humanitarian mission, with field expertise and supplies provided by a range of UN agencies – including the World Food Programme (WFP) and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) – is in the process of delivering 33 tons of food and 40 tons of seeds and tools to the affected population in the town of Yumbi, some 300 kilometres north-east of Kinshasa. 

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is in the process of delivering 23 tons of emergency kits and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) is providing financial assistance to lay the groundwork for the intervention. 


* * *

Colombia

8 February – Voicing deep shock at the “terrible” terrorist attack on a crowded social club in Colombia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan condemned the bombing and warned the violence would worsen the country’s conflict.

A statement issued by a UN spokesman said the Secretary-General “strongly condemns this cruel bombing” last night in Bogotá and all other terrorist attacks by any actor in the conflict. 

“Their ends do not justify the means,” the statement said. “The heartless killing of innocent civilians will only deepen the conflict and further undermine hopes for peace that Colombia seeks and deserves.” 

The Secretary-General also expressed his profound sympathy for the victims and for their families.

* * *

International Criminal Court

10 February – After four days and 33 rounds of secret balloting, the countries that gathered at United Nations Headquarters in New York to organize the world’s only permanent war crimes tribunal have completed elections for the 18 judges who will be the first to serve on that new judicial body.

After 21 rounds of balloting on Friday alone, the first resumed session of the Assembly of States Parties to the International Criminal Court (ICC) elected the three jurists – Claude Jorda of France, Tuiloma Neroni Slade of Samoa and Mauro Politi of Italy – that will complete the Court. Rene Blattmann of Bolivia was elected in a session earlier that afternoon.

Meanwhile, the States Parties elected three judges Friday morning: Adrian Fulford of the United Kingdom; Hans-Peter Kaul of Germany and Anita Usacka of Latvia, who joins six other women already chosen for the bench.

Once the composition of the Court was completed Friday evening, States Parties drew lots to settle on the terms of office for the judges, six of whom would serve a full term of nine years, another six a term of six years, and the remainder a term of three years, as set out in the Statute.

Joining Mr. Kaul, Mr. Slade and Ms. Usacka for three-year terms will be Erkki Kourula of Finland, Akua Kuenyehia of Ghana and Sang-hyun Song of the Republic of Korea.

In addition to Mr. Blattmann, Mr. Jorda and Mr. Politi, Georghios M. Pikis of Cyprus, Philippe Kirsch of Canada, and Navanethem Pillay of South Africa will sit on the bench for six years.

Rounding out the group who will serve nine-year terms are Mr. Fulford, Karl Hudson-Phillips of Trinidad and Tobago, Maureen Harding Clark of Ireland, Fatoumata Dembele Diarra of Mali, Sylvia Helena de Figueiredo Steiner of Brazil, Elizabeth Odio Benito of Costa Rica.

All the judges will be sworn in when the Court is inaugurated on 11 March in The Hague. The jurists and the Prosecutor, who will be elected by consensus later, will be key to shaping the Court and making it an independent, fair and effective institution.

The Rome Statute, the treaty establishing the Court, entered into force 1 July 2002 and has been ratified by 88 countries. The Court is expected to be operational by the end of 2003 and will be the world’s only permanent tribunal for prosecuting individuals responsible for war crimes, including genocide, and crimes against humanity, and, eventually, the crime of aggression. The Court will have jurisdiction only over crimes committed after the date when the Statute entered into force.

* *** *
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