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The Guardian

U.N. Experts Plan Attack on Toxic PCBs 

Friday June 11, 2004 3:31 AM

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS 

Associated Press Writer 

GENEVA (AP) - Dozens of experts armed with a new global treaty began Thursday to plan a decades-long assault on PCBs, one of the most widespread and difficult to eradicate chemical pollutants. 

Billions of dollars will be spent globally ``to make the world PCB-free by the year 2028'' under the treaty that went into force last month, said James B. Willis, director of the chemicals unit at the U.N. Environment Program. 

PCBs - polychlorinated biphenyls - which have been extensively used in the United States and elsewhere for transformers and other electrical equipment, have been scattered through the environment through leakage, accidents and careless disposal, the agency said. 

Production of the chemicals is banned, but they are still in use in a wide array of electrical equipment, it said. Replacing the equipment and removing the pollution from the environment will take years. 

The most common way of disposing of them is through high-temperature incinerators, which are expensive to run, officials said. Other methods also are being developed. 

PCBs are among ``the most widespread of all environmental pollutants, found worldwide in air, water, soil, food and the fatty tissues of humans and animals,'' the agency said. 

They can cause health problems, including weakened immunity, and possibly cancer, it added. 

Some 200 representatives of government, agencies and companies are taking part in the two-day meeting to discuss needs and plan for disposal. 

PCBs are one of several toxic chemicals covered by the treaty known as the Stockholm Convention that went into force May 17. The list of pollutants also includes DDT, dioxin and pesticides. 

Some 65 countries have already ratified the accord, and about 100 more have signed it. The United States is among the signers, but the Senate has yet to ratify the treaty even though President Bush has given it his strong backing. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Seattle Post Intelligencer

U.N. experts plan attack on toxic PCBs

By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

GENEVA -- Dozens of experts armed with a new global treaty began Thursday to plan a decades-long assault on PCBs, one of the most widespread and difficult to eradicate chemical pollutants.

Billions of dollars will be spent globally "to make the world PCB-free by the year 2028" under the treaty that went into force last month, said James B. Willis, director of the chemicals unit at the U.N. Environment Program.

PCBs - polychlorinated biphenyls - which have been extensively used in the United States and elsewhere for transformers and other electrical equipment, have been scattered through the environment through leakage, accidents and careless disposal, the agency said.

Production of the chemicals is banned, but they are still in use in a wide array of electrical equipment, it said. Replacing the equipment and removing the pollution from the environment will take years.

The most common way of disposing of them is through high-temperature incinerators, which are expensive to run, officials said. Other methods also are being developed. PCBs are among "the most widespread of all environmental pollutants, found worldwide in air, water, soil, food and the fatty tissues of humans and animals," the agency said.

They can cause health problems, including weakened immunity, and possibly cancer, it added.

Some 200 representatives of government, agencies and companies are taking part in the two-day meeting to discuss needs and plan for disposal.

PCBs are one of several toxic chemicals covered by the treaty known as the Stockholm Convention that went into force May 17. The list of pollutants also includes DDT, dioxin and pesticides.

Some 65 countries have already ratified the accord, and about 100 more have signed it. The United States is among the signers, but the Senate has yet to ratify the treaty even though President Bush has given it his strong backing

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

Global clean-up of toxic PCBs promoted by UNEP

From UNEP Geneva
Thursday, June 10, 2004

Global clean-up of toxic PCBs 

Geneva, 10 June 2004 - Governments, donor agencies and commercial firms from around the world are meeting here for two days to promote international efforts to rid the world of PCBs, one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). 
PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, are a class of synthetic organic chemicals that are amongst the most widespread of all environmental pollutants, found worldwide in air, water, soil, food - and the fatty tissues of humans and animals. 
"The financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet will require a vigorous partnership between the public and private sectors," said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose auspices the Stockholm Convention was adopted. 
"While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work," he said. 
Due to their low flammability, PCBs have been used extensively in electrical equipment such as transformers and large capacitors used in power lines and major facilities. They have also been used as additives in paint, carbonless copy paper, and plastics. 
Many hundreds of thousands of tonnes of PCBs have been commercially manufactured since 1929. Annual world production peaked in the late 1960s at close to 60,000 tonnes. 
Although production is now banned under the Convention, PCBs continue to pose a risk to human health and the environment because of the wide array of PCB-containing electrical equipment still in service. Tonnes of wastes containing or contaminated by PCBs are also being held at temporary storage sites, particularly in developing countries. 
In addition, large quantities of PCBs have been discharged into soils, rivers and lakes over the years. Further releases continue to result due to accidents, the repair and decommissioning of equipment, the demolition of buildings and the continued existence of imperfectly sealed landfills and waste drums. 
The Convention, which entered into force on 17 May 2004, gives governments until 2025 to phase out "in-place equipment" containing PCBs, as long as the equipment is maintained in a way that prevents leaks. It also grants another three years to ensure the environmentally sound management of PCB-contaminated wastes. 
The Convention recognizes that, for economic and practical reasons, it will take some time to completely eliminate PCBs. Equipment containing PCBs is dispersed widely across the countryside, notably along electric power-line grids. Replacing all of this equipment immediately would be impractical and expensive, especially for financially strapped developing countries. 
With the Convention now in force, it is widely recognized that the need for financing and commercial services for destroying PCBs will expand dramatically. The 9-10 June meeting, which is sponsored by UNEP and financed by the Government of Switzerland, offers donors and PCB-related industries the opportunity to discuss upcoming needs for PCB management and disposal, the international policy framework, logistical issues and available capacities for PCB storage, management, transport and disposal. 
The Global Environment Facility serves as the financial mechanism for the Convention on an interim basis and will be responsible for channelling much of the international funding for finding and destroying PCBs. 
Large numbers of people have been exposed to PCBs through food contamination. Consumption of PCB-contaminated rice oil in Japan in 1968 and in Taiwan in 1979 caused pigmentation of nails and mucous membranes and swelling of the eyelids, along with fatigue, nausea, and vomiting. 
Due to the persistence of PCBs in their mothers' bodies, children born up to seven years after the Taiwan incident showed developmental delays and behavioral problems. Similarly, children of mothers who ate large amounts of contaminated fish from Lake Michigan showed poorer short-term memory function. PCBs also suppress the human immune system and are listed as probable human carcinogens. 
PCBs are also toxic to fish, killing them at higher doses and causing spawning failures at lower doses. Research also links PCBs to reproductive failure and suppression of the immune system in various wild animals, such as seals and mink. 
Every human in the world carries traces of POPs in his or her body. POPs are highly stable compounds that can last for years or decades before breaking down. They circulate globally through a process known as the "grasshopper effect". POPs released in one part of the world can, through a repeated process of evaporation and deposit, be transported through the atmosphere to regions far away from the original source. 
Note to journalists: For additional information, please contact Eric Falt, UNEP Spokesperson, at +254 20 623292, Mobile: +254 (0) 733 682656, or eric.falt@unep.org; Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media at +254 20 623084, Mobile: +254 733 632755, or nick.nuttall@unep.org, or Michael Williams at +41-22-917 8242, +41-79-409 1528 (cell) or michael.williams@unep.ch. See also www.pops.int. 




For more information, contact:

Michael Williams
Information Officer
UNEP Geneva
mwilliams@unep.ch
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UN News Centre

UN meeting looks at ways to rid world of harmful pollutants
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10 June 2004 – Ridding the world of PCBs – pollutants that can suppress the human immune system and could cause cancer – was the focus of a two-day meeting sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) which wrapped up today in Geneva. 

PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, have been used extensively in electrical equipment such as transformers and large capacitors in power lines and in additives in paint, carbonless copy paper and plastics. They are one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants that entered into force last month. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet will require a “vigorous” public-private partnership. “While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work,” he said. 

Many hundreds of thousands of tons of PCBs have been commercially manufactured for some 75 years. Although production is now banned under the Stockholm treaty, PCBs continue to pose a risk to human health and the environment because of the wide array of PCB-containing electrical equipment still in service. Tons of wastes containing or contaminated by PCBs are also being held at temporary storage sites, particularly in developing countries, according to UNEP. 

In addition, large quantities of PCBs have been discharged into soils, rivers and lakes over the years. Further releases continue to result due to accidents, the repair and decommissioning of equipment, the demolition of buildings and the continued existence of imperfectly sealed landfills and waste drums, the agency said. 

The Convention, which entered into force on 17 May, gives governments until 2025 to phase out “in-place equipment” containing PCBs, as long as the equipment is maintained in a way that prevents leaks. It also grants another three years to ensure the environmentally sound management of PCB-contaminated wastes. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

Xinhua

11 June 2004

International efforts promoted for clean-up of toxic PCBs

　  GENEVA, June 10 (Xinhuanet) -- Delegates from governments, donor agencies and commercial firms agreed here Thursday that public and private sectors should promote cooperation in eradicating PCBs, one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). 

    PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, are a class of synthetic organic chemicals that are among the most widespread pollutants found worldwide in air, water, soil, food and fatty tissues of humans and animals. 

    "The financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet will require a vigorous partnership between the public and private sectors," said Executive Director Klaus Toepferof the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), under whose auspices the Stockholm Convention was adopted. 

    "While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work," he said. 

    The international meeting on June 9-10, which is sponsored by UNEP, offers donors and PCB-related industries the opportunity to discuss upcoming needs for PCB management and disposal, international policy framework, logistical issues and available capacities for PCB storage, management, transport and disposal. 

    The Stockholm Convention, which entered into force on May 17, 2004, gives governments until 2025 to phase out "in-place equipment" containing PCBs, as long as the equipment is maintainedin a way that prevents leaks. It also grants another three years to ensure the environmentally sound management of PCB-contaminatedwastes. 

    Due to their low flammability, PCBs have been used extensively in electrical equipment such as transformers and large capacitors employed in power lines and major facilities. They have also been used as additives in paint, carbonless copy paper, and plastics. 

    Many hundreds of thousands of tons of PCBs have been commercially manufactured since 1929. PCBs' annual world production peaked in the late 1960s at close to 60,000 tons. 

    Although production is now banned under the Convention, PCBs continue to pose a threat to human health and the environment because of the wide array of PCB-containing electrical equipment still in service. Tons of wastes containing or contaminated by PCBs are also being held at temporary storage sites, particularly in developing countries. 

    In addition, large quantities of PCBs have been discharged into soils, rivers and lakes over the years. 

    Large numbers of people have been exposed to PCBs through food contamination. Consumption of PCB-contaminated rice oil in Japan in 1968 and in Taiwan in 1979 caused pigmentation of nails and mucous membranes and swelling of the eyelids, along with fatigue, nausea, and vomiting. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Minister Fears UN Agency Might Be Moved 
The Nation (Nairobi) 
NEWS
June 10, 2004 
Posted to the web June 10, 2004 

By Nation Reporter
Nairobi 
Kenya is concerned that the headquarters of a UN agency might be moved from Nairobi once it changes its status. 

Cabinet minister Newton Kulundu said yesterday the Government was treading cautiously and needed more information on a proposal to transform the United Nations Environmental Programme into United Nations Environmental Organisation. 

"Our fear is that UNEP headquarters will be relocated from Nairobi. We are suspicious of the proposal as we think the headquarters might go to either France or Germany," said the Environment minister. 

The changes would see UNEP in Gigiri, Nairobi, transformed into a full fledged UN agency just like the World Health Organisation. 

Dr Kulundu said Kenya needed to study the proposal, which is being pushed by France, before declaring its stand. 

But the French ambassador to Kenya, Mr Hubert Fournier, in a courtesy call on the minister, assured him of his country's support in ensuring renamed organisation remained in Nairobi. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SciDev.Net

Study calls for shake-up of UN environment body
Ehsan Masood
4 June 2004
Source: SciDev.Net



The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the principal intergovernmental body for environmental projects, needs to slim down and focus on scientific activities, says a report from the United Nations University in Tokyo.

Emerging Forces in Environmental Governance was launched in New York on 3 June along with a sister study, Reforming International Environmental Governance. The report says UNEP is "overstretched, with a large mandate, but relatively little funding and personnel". It suggests that the agency should instead use its limited financial resources to provide assessments and early warnings on environmental threats, and help to coordinate science advice across UN agencies. 

Such an idea will find some support inside UNEP. The agency recently proposed setting up an international panel of scientists that would periodically survey the state of the world's environment (see UNEP gets mixed reaction to environment panel idea).

That suggestion has divided members of its governing council, but the agency is understood to be considering pressing ahead – possibly by taking charge of the Millennium Ecosystems Assessment when its mandate ends next year.

The UN University report also calls for the establishment of a global environment watchdog, which would 'name and shame' countries that are breaking promises to protect the environment. Such a body would be similar to Amnesty International, the global human rights group, says Peter M. Haas, Professor of Political Science at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, and one of the report's co-authors. 

"It would be a watchdog organisation so that when governments don't comply [with environmental commitments they have signed up to], they get embarrassed in front of their voters," says Haas.

The two reports come at a time of mounting concern that more effective ways are needed to protect the world's environment. Despite the existence of more than 500 international environmental treaties and conventions, threats such as climate change and biodiversity loss show no signs of abating.

UNEP, which was set up in 1973, helped to establish many of these treaties, but has neither the political mandate nor the finances to enforce them. Its existing annual budget of around US$100 million, is less than that of an average natural history museum in the developed world.

The governments of France and Germany, in particular, are openly discussing proposals to set up a new global environmental organisation, with powers to monitor and enforce countries' compliance with environmental treaties. Much of the discussion focuses on whether such an organisation should be a part of UNEP, or if it needs to be independent of the agency.

Many developing countries remain nervous of talk of a new world environmental organisation because of fears that their development needs may be overridden by richer countries more interested in protecting the environment. They are also concerned that a new organisation might result in UNEP being moved from Nairobi in Kenya – it is the largest of the UN agencies to be based in a developing country.

Haas's solution effectively amounts to a third way. He says that his report recognises that UNEP "will not go away" and that the agency should stay in Nairobi. But that it should play to its strengths by providing scientific assessments of environmental issues and leave the watchdog role to a new organisation.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Europe Environment
June 10, 2004

 MARINE SPECIES: UNEP ISSUES WARNING ON COLD-WATER CORALS

HIGHLIGHT:
With World Environment Day on June 5 focusing primarily this year on oceans, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) issued a warning just the day before highlighting the threat to cold-water coral, less well known than warm-water species but just as endangered.

BODY:
Unlike their tropical cousins, cold-water corals live in deeper water (200 to 1,000 metres) at temperatures of between 4 and13 degrees. Specimens have been observed at depths of up to 6,300 metres. These structures are particularly vulnerable to deep-water fishing. Cold-water corals are present off more than 490 countries and are not restricted only to the Northern Hemisphere (Spain, Surinam, the Seychelles, etc.). The UNEP claims that several North Atlantic reefs have been destroyed and many other damaged by seabed trawling. The report drafted by United Nations experts, the most comprehensive review to date of cold-water corals, will be released at the beginning of July in Okinawa, Japan, following the 10th International Symposium on coral reefs.

Cold-water corals grow ten times more slowly than warm water species. The fish species sheltered by the reefs also grow slowly and have a rate of reproduction below that of species in shallower water. They are increasingly threatened by trawlers fishing in deeper waters owing to the depletion of stocks in normal fishing grounds. In addition, offshore oil exploitation, the installation of underwater cables and pipelines and discharges into the sea also constitute threats. The UNEP hopes countries will adopt measures classifying reefs in marine protection zones. Certain countries (Norway, Ireland, United Kingdom, United States) have begun to introduce protection measures.

LOAD-DATE: June 10, 2004
___________________________________________________________________________
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PR Newswire

News Release 

10 June 2004

The Shell Report Published Today

LONDON, June 10 /PRNewswire/ -- The Royal Dutch/Shell Group of Companies (Shell) published its seventh Shell Report today, following the publication of the Annual Reports and Accounts of Royal Dutch Petroleum Company and the "Shell" Transport and Trading Company, p.l.c. The Shell Report describes Shell's financial, environmental and social performance in 2003.

"Our belief in the need to live by our business principles and contribute to sustainable development to deliver business value for our shareholders has been strengthened. We remain committed to being transparent and open about our performance, the failures as well as successes, which remain the Shell Report's main goal," said Jeroen van der Veer, Chairman of the Committee of Managing Directors of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group of Companies.

The report continues to explore the theme of 'Meeting the Energy Challenge' with a focus in 2003 on how to make transport more sustainable.

Mr van der Veer added: "Our biggest contribution to sustainable development comes from helping provide the energy the world needs to develop, which by 2050 could be two to three times more than today, in cleaner and more socially responsible ways."

"We are working with partners on a wide range of options to tackle the challenge of making transport more sustainable. "

Highlights include:

- Shell sold premium fuels that improve engine performance and reduce emissions in more than 50 countries.

- Shell carried out road trials of Gas to Liquids Transport Fuel in three major cities.

- Shell is the world's biggest blender of transport biofuels. We have a stake in Iogen Energy, which is building a plant to test new technology to make bioethanol cheaper using waste wood and straw, with carbon emissions 90% lower than for conventional fuels.

- Shell opened the world's first public hydrogen refuelling station (in Iceland) and three more elsewhere during the year.

- EMBARQ established in 2002 with a grant from the Shell Foundation, to encourage transport solutions in developing world cities integrating technology and planning. It is active in Shanghai, for example, to help plan a system modern bus network.

- Participation in the Sustainable Mobility Project run by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development.

- Participation in the Clean Fuels and Vehicles Partnership, led by the UN Environment Programme and the Clean Air Initiatives in Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Additional results for 2003:

- Shell ranked top brand by motorists for the seventh year running.

- Shell ended continuous venting of gas in all oil operations.

- Shell is running Energise energy efficiency programmes at 12 sites. - Shell paid US$165 million in health, safety and environmental fines and settlements.

- Shell improved its overall safety performance.

- Shell invested an estimated US$5.2 billion with local contractors and suppliers in developing countries and paid US$11.3 billion in royalties and corporate taxes worldwide.

Important parts of the report are independently checked by Shell's auditors to make sure it is reliable and complete. Panels of external experts and members of communities where we operate gave their independent views of how well Shell has performed.

The Shell Report is distributed to all shareholders and staff and translated into various languages.

The Annual Reports of the Royal Dutch Petroleum Company and the "Shell" Transport and Trading Company, p.l.c., and the Shell Report can be found at the following websites: 

http://www.shell.com/annualreports and http://www.shell.com/shellreport
Distributed by PR Newswire on behalf of Royal Dutch Shell Group of Companies
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bahrain Tribune
June 10, 2004 Thursday

Focus on water situation in region, BAHRAIN TRIBUNE

BODY:
URL: http://www.bahraintribune.com/

The second Middle East international exhibition and conference on water technology will be held at the Bahrain International Exhibition Center on September 13-15. The third Middle East international exhibition on power generation will run concurrently. The event under the patronage of the Prime Minister, Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, will be organized by the Bahrain Convention and Exhibition Bureau and Nuernberg Global Fairs, German government-owned exhibition organizer.

Organizers have reached a co-operation agreement with the Water Science and Technology Association (WSTA). "The cooperation is an important milestone in the further development of the event as the leading trade show for water technology in the region and is an assurance that the exhibition and conference will complement the biennial Gulf water conference which has been organized by the association since 1992," an organizer said. Based in Bahrain, the WSTA was founded in 1987 as an initiative of a number of scientists and engineers from the GCC countries as the first scientific association for water science and technology in the Arabian Gulf region and the Arab world.

The Ministry of Electricity and Water and the Ministry of Commerce has extended full support to the event, along with other local and international organizations directly related to water resources, supply and conservation in the gcc countries in particular and in the Middle East region in general.

The event is also supported by Unesco, Unep and Unido, the Economic Development Board, the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Bahrain Center for Studies and Research, the Bahrain Society of Engineers, the University of Bahrain and the Arab water world.


 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ENS

Europe Embarks on Environment and Health Action Plan 
BRUSSELS, Belgium, June 10, 2004 (ENS) - The European Commission has launched an action plan to reduce diseases caused by a polluted environment. The plan, which covers the period 2004-2010, involves setting up a system for improved cooperation between health, environment and research sectors on a scale not achieved before. 

The plan, introduced by the EU executive Wednesday, would develop an EU system integrating information on the state of the environment, the ecosystem and human health. It will also address emerging issues such as the effect of climate change on health. 

The plan focuses on better understanding the link between environment and health and establishing how environmental exposure leads to epidemiological effects. Measures include monitoring of health indicators, the environment and the different routes through which people are exposed to contaminants. 

It looks at the feasibility of human biomonitoring at the European Union level, monitoring of blood, urine or hair samples to measure exposure to environmental pollutants. 

A few of the 1.5 million Europeans in Berlin for the Love Parade 1999. (Photo courtesy Arto Teräs)
Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said government action on a broad scale is necessary to protect the health of Europeans, and EU citizens "expect policy makers to act." 

"As individuals we can make certain choices about our lifestyles which affect our health, but we cannot select the quality of air we breathe or always protect ourselves from exposure to pollutants that may build up in our bodies – sometimes even before we are born," said Wallstrom. 

Research on four priority diseases - asthma and allergies, neuro-developmental disorders, cancers, and endocrine disruption - are part of the plan, which has the full support of Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin. 

“To prevent environment related disease it is essential to understand and quantify the underlying causes and related risk factors," Busquin said. "To achieve this goal, a challenging approach for European research has been outlined in the action plan. This array of research actions is expected to lead to a much deeper understanding of environmental health risks.” 

The plan calls for the raising of public awareness about the risks affecting citizens, as well as the training of professionals in environment and health issues. 

David Byrne, Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection said, "Our health is our wealth, and a clearer understanding of the overall environmental impact on human health will be welcomed by citizens." 

"Our Environment and Health Action Plan is science based," Byrne said, "and the follow-up process transparent so that all stakeholders can play a full part in the debate.” 

EU government officials will be able to draw conclusions from the improved information flow, said Byrne, "allowing us to review and adjust risk reduction policy, and improve communication." 

The effects of pollutants on young Europeans is about to get increased attention. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
The Action Plan is the Commission’s main contribution to the Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health of the World Health Organization (WHO) set for June 23 to 25 in Budapest, Hungary. The conference theme is The Future of Our Children. 

Every year, unhealthy environments cause the death of over five million children worldwide, according to the World Health Organization, which says, "The effects of a degraded environment on children's health raise increasing concern." 

Commissioner Pavel Telicka of the Czech Republic said, “Protecting the health of our children from a deteriorating environment is a long term priority. The new Commission will continue to take the lead in the action for children together with the WHO.” 

European ministers are expected to reach consensus in Budapest and make political commitments to ensure safer environments for children, through the adoption of a Conference declaration and of a Children's Environment and Health Action Plan for Europe.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Shell says it unwittingly fed conflict in Nigeria 

LONDON - Royal Dutch/Shell says it has inadvertently fed corruption, poverty and conflict in Nigeria through its oil activities, but says it is mending its ways. 

"Government and local communities must take the lead in ending the conflict," said Emmanuel Etomi, the oil giant's sustainable community development manager for Nigeria, in an annual report on its social and environmental performance yesterday. 

"But as part of an industry inadvertently contributing to the problem, we are also determined to help." 

Last year, in a move to deflect continued criticism of its conduct there, Shell commissioned experts to study the impact its multi-billion dollar investment machine had had on the local community. 

"Their fieldwork...highlighted how the conflict makes it difficult for us to operate with safety and with integrity; how we sometimes feed conflict by the way we award contracts, gain access to land, and deal with community representatives," Etomi said. 

Shell relies on Nigerian oil and gas for about 10 percent of current production and much of its future output growth. About a third of the oil giant's recent reserves downgrade was in Nigeria. 

Determined efforts from the world's third-largest oil company to throw off its image as environmental despoiler and supporter of corrupt regimes have failed to deflect criticism of its conduct there, especially in the early 1990s. 

A class action suit being prepared over the coming months will accuse the company and its directors of supporting military operations by Nigeria's former government against Ogoniland separatists in the Niger Delta more than 10 years ago. 

The public relations crisis over Nigeria last came to a head in 1995, when Shell was linked by international campaigners to the military government's execution of author and activist Ken Saro-Wiwa. 

But as recently as January this year the charity Christian Aid criticised the firm for slow and inadequate oil spill clean-ups, badly thought through education, health and infrastructure projects that never got off the ground, and for making "stay-at-home" payments to Nigerian youths in an attempt to keep them from disrupting its activities. 

In a more detailed report on corporate and social responsibility also released yesterday, Shell addressed some of the issue raised by Christian Aid, but Chairman of Shell Companies in Nigeria Chris Finlayson said: "(We) recognise that our development activities in the past may have been less than perfect". 

Story Date: 11/6/2004 

Back to Top
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP in the News

Aftenposten, 8 June: Brende vil gi FNs miljøorgan makt (Brende wants to give power  to UNEP)

The Norwegian Minister of Environment  B. Brende suggests turning UNEP into a new organisation with real impact to sanction countries breaching multilateral agreements, bringing it up to the level of WTO ‘s efficiency. He spoke at the meeting in Mainz University upon invitation by UNEP’s Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. He would like to see UNEP as a Global Environment Organization (GEO) with universal membership and providing it with a total new financial framework, indicating that UNEP’s present budget is only a fourth of what his Ministry disposes of.

http://www.aftenposten.no/nyheter/miljo/article804733.ece
FT, 10 June, page 7: UN staff unhappy at system to deal with corruption

United Nations staff are dissatisfied with procedures to deal with corruption within the organisation and fear reprisals if they report offences, an internal UN report has found. Kofi Annan, UN secretary-general, acknowledged in a letter to staff this week that a survey to identify the extent of the problem - conducted in February this year - had highlighted "many and valid concerns" by staff.

"According to the survey, staff generally perceive that breaches of integrity and ethical conduct are insufficiently and inequitably addressed by the disciplinary system," Mr Annan wrote. "At the same time, they voice concern about the consequences of "whistle-blowing" or reporting on misconduct, and uncertainty about the mechanisms for such reporting." Another strong perception among staff, Mr Annan said, was that "integrity and ethical behaviour are not taken sufficiently into account in selection, promotion and assessment processes".

"It is worrying," said Edward Mortimer, director of communications for the secretary-general, of the survey results. "This report does tell us that there is a lot of scepticism among UN staff about the way the organisation is run. That is something troubling which clearly has to be taken seriously."

However, Mr Mortimer stressed that the survey results did not just relate to issues of financial integrity but also more general management concerns. He said the survey was part of a broader initiative to tackle governance issues within the organisation that was launched in May 2003.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=040610001068&query=UN+staff+unhappy+at+system+to+deal+with+corruption&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Environment related news

Le Figaro, 10 juin : CLIMAT Une équipe européenne a effectué un nouveau record de carottage dans les glaces antarctiques 
Les archives climatiques de 740 000 ans
Au milieu de l'immensité de l'Antarctique, des équipes de glaciologues forent la glace depuis des années par - 54°C pour prélever des carottes de plus en plus profondes, témoins du passé. L'objectif de ces paléoclimatologues : montrer le lien étroit que l'on peut établir dans le passé entre les évolutions de la température et la concentration en gaz à effet de serre…..Les auteurs de la publication, à laquelle les équipes françaises du CEA et du CNRS ont largement participé, mettent en évidence des résultats majeurs. Au cours des 740 000 années passées, notre planète a subi huit cycles climatiques, voyant alterner périodes glaciaires et plus chaudes. Mais on observe un changement brutal du rythme de ces cycles il y a 420 000 ans….L'analyse des bulles d'air présentes dans la glace confirme enfin que les teneurs actuelles en gaz à effet de serre atteignent aujourd'hui le niveau le plus élevé jamais constaté depuis 440 000 ans….L'étude du climat du passé, qui fera l'objet d'un chapitre dans le prochain rapport du Giec (Groupement intergouvernemental des experts sur le climat, IPCC en anglais), permet d'éclairer l'avenir.
http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20040610.FIG0253.html
Also in Libération : http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=213843
Le Figaro, 10 juin : Plan national de quotas de CO2: le gouvernement corrige ses chiffres

PARIS (AFP) - Le gouvernement a mis en ligne mardi soir un Plan national d'allocation de quotas qui corrige à la marge les chiffres publiés la veille sur le plafonnement des émissions de CO2 imposé aux industries les plus polluantes et aux producteurs d'énergie. 

Le Plan vise à mettre la France en conformité avec une législation européenne d'application du protocole de Kyoto, un accord de lutte contre le changement climatique.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040609085631.0wu260pm.html
The Independent, 10 June: Britain's first desalination plant to counter drought threat change

Britain's first desalination plant will be on the banks of the Thames, at Barking in east London, to counter the threat of summer droughts caused by climate change.The plant, a system more usually found in the Middle East and the Mediterranean, could produce up to 150 million litres of drinking water a day from the tidal river, enough for 800,000 people.

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/environment/story.jsp?story=529948
Paris Goes After SUVs

PARIS - Bulky four-by-fours could be banned from clogging up the chic streets of Paris after a top official in the capital's left-wing government described them as a polluting "caricature of a car" unsuited to city life. 

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/25472/story.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE News

Georgian Parliament approved a new Cabinet of Ministers

Tbilisi, 10 June.  Today the Georgian Parliament met for a special session

to "give a mandate of confidence" to a new government and also approve

Government's action programe for the next five years.  Mr. Zurab Zhavia was

approved as a Prime minister. Ms. Tamar Lebanidze was approved as a

Minister of Env. Protection and Natural Resources.

http://www.rian.ru/rian/intro.cfm?nws_id=609638
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN officials condemn killing of 11 Chinese workers in Afghanistan
*
Annan deplores situation in eastern DR of Congo as new refugees flee to Burundi


*
Keeping sanctions on Liberia will help cement peace, Security Council says
*
US leadership requires common values and international cooperation - Annan

*
Guinea-Bissau’s democracy and economy need strengthening, UN says
*
Annan to open UN trade and development meeting during visit to Brazil
*
Gabon’s Foreign Minister elected President of next General Assembly session

*
Major UN meeting on small island States set for Mauritius in early 2005

*
UN meeting looks at ways to rid world of harmful pollutants

*
Europe virtually free of foot-and-mouth disease – UN agriculture agency

* * * *

Afghanistan
10 June – United Nations officials joined members of the Security Council today in strongly condemning the killing of 11 construction workers from China and their local guard during an attack on their compound last night in Afghanistan.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan was shocked to learn of the killing and condemned “this outrageous and contemptible act against unarmed civilians,” a UN spokesperson in New York said.
The attack on the facility, located on the outskirts of the northern city of Kunduz, reportedly lasted just 10 minutes and also left five workers wounded, one of them in critical condition. The victims were part of the team working on the Kunduz-Baghlan road, a project funded by the World Bank.

“This appalling attack follows a series of other incidents directed against those working in support of the Bonn peace process,” spokesperson Marie Okabe said. “The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Afghanistan, the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force for Afghanistan (ISAF) and coalition forces to take the necessary measures to address the security situation.”
Mr. Annan also expressed his profound condolences to the Chinese Government and to the bereaved families.

For their part, members of the Security Council urged all States to cooperate actively in an effort to find and bring to justice the perpetrators, organizers and sponsors of the attack, said Ambassador Lauro L. Baja, Jr. of the Philippines, which holds the Council’s rotating Presidency this month.

They “reaffirm that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and security, and that any acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, whenever and by whomsoever committed,” he said in a statement to the press.

Meanwhile, Jean Arnault, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and chief of the UN Assistance Mission for Afghanistan (UNAMA), was appalled by the killing and condemned “in the strongest possible terms this cold-blooded attack,” his spokesman said in the Afghan capital of Kabul.

“The Special Representative conveys his condolences and expresses his sympathy to the Chinese Government and to the families, friends, and colleagues of these workers. He wishes a speedy recovery to those wounded,” said Manoel de Almeida e Silva.

Echoing the Secretary-General’s statement, Mr. Arnault noted that this latest attack followed other serious incidents against electoral personnel and humanitarian aid workers.  A total of eight Afghans and expatriates were killed in attacks on 5 May in Nuristan, and on 2 and 6 June in Badghis and Paktya.

According to Mr. de Almeida e Silva, reports indicate that at 1:30 a.m. Kabul time, a group of some 20 armed men charged into the workers’ compound, some 35 kilometres outside the city of Kunduz. The United Nations and ISAF are providing support to the Chinese authorities dealing with the situation, he said.

* * *
DR of Congo
10 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed deep concern that instability and abuses have worsened in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), while the UN refugee agency investigated reports that new waves of refugees fled to Burundi yesterday.

“There have been reports of human rights violations, including violence against women and children, population displacements and massive looting,” Mr. Annan said in a statement released by his spokesman in New York. 

Personnel of United Nations humanitarian agencies and their NGO partners have been attacked and their equipment damaged, forcing the suspension of most aid programmes for some 3 million people in the region.

The Secretary-General appealed to the rebel groups involved in fighting in May and June to protect civilians caught in armed conflict and to provide humanitarian workers with “the safe and unhindered access they need to deliver life-sustaining aid.”

He also called on neighbouring States to allow access to the troubled city of Bukavu by humanitarian workers, as well as by the UN Organization Mission in the DRC, known as MONUC.

The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has sent a four-member team to investigate reports that thousands of people had fled fighting in the Uvira area, south of Bukavu, and arrived in the Burundian border areas of Gatumba, Rugombo and Cibitoke.

Meanwhile, nearly 2,700 Congolese refugees in Rwanda had registered for aid since the fighting erupted in the region, starting in Bukavu on 26 May, the agency said. Of these 1,191 were staying at Nyagatare transit centre, while the rest were being sheltered by families and friends.

Just back from a fact-finding mission from the DRC, Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, who led some members of the Executive Board of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), today called for an end to bloodshed and immediate access to civilians – especially women and children, caught in “the quagmire of violence.”

He told a press briefing that the team is recommending immediate legal action against the perpetrators of sexual violence as well as the disarmament, demobilization and social reintegration of children associated with the DRC’s armed groups.


“When you are sitting in New York and talking about these problems you talk about them in terms of numbers and as if they were statistics,” he observed. “When you give them a human face and see the problem a 14-year old ex-combatant has to be reintegrated into society, when you find a pregnant girl – a former militia chief – trying to reintegrate into her home village, when you see that the war is not about attacks between militia or armed groups, but that the militias and the armed groups go into villages and ravage and rape and kill and sequester children and then leave, and then other armed groups go into the same village, it is an attack against civil society, against people, against women and against children.”

* * *

Liberia
10 June – Despite appeals from the top United Nations envoy for Liberia and the West African country’s National Transitional Government (NTGL) for the lifting of embargoes on diamonds and timber, the United Nations Security Council today said maintaining sanctions longer would help cement the peace process.

“The members of the Council emphasized that continuation of the measures on Liberia was not meant to be punitive for the NTGL and the Liberian people, but to ensure that the peace process was irreversible,” the Council President for June, Ambassador Lauro L. Baja, Jr. of the Philippines, told the press in a statement.

After hearing a mid-term review of the sanctions, the 15 members of the Council noted that there had been no major violations of the measures since last August and that NGTL Chairman Gyude Bryant and the UN Special Representative, Jacques Klein, had told them lifting the sanctions would “enable the NGTL to use Liberia’s own resources for its reconstruction and development, to the benefit of the Liberian people,” he said.

The Council members, however, “felt that peace was still fragile and that the conditions for the lifting of the sanctions were yet to be fully met,” Mr. Baja said.

The Council called on the international community to aid Liberia in a timely manner and to redeem the pledges made at the Reconstruction Conference in February, he added.

A recent report by the Council’s Panel of Experts on the Liberia sanctions said the country was still preparing to join the Kimberley certification process to ensure that the export of raw diamonds would not fund civil conflicts.

The report also cautioned that the Government would face difficulties in extending its authority over all of its timber-producing areas.
* * *

Secretary General
10 June – Leaders of the United States over the last six decades have understood and demonstrated that true international leadership depends on common values and a shared view of the future, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a commencement address to students at Harvard University.

Stressing the value of supporting multilateral institutions and international law, Mr. Annan said US power gains legitimacy and is more effective when it is deployed within that framework.

“Over 60 years, whenever this approach has been applied consistently, it has proved a winning formula,” he said at the graduation ceremony, during which he was also presented with an honorary degree.
Describing the US as “a unique world power,” the Secretary-General said it is exceptional because it “feels the need to frame its policies, and exercise its leadership, not just in the light of its own particular interests, but also with an eye to international interests, and universal principles.”

He pointed to the US role after World War II in founding the UN, developing the Marshall Plan for the economic reconstruction of Western Europe and promoting decolonization as examples of when the US has worked in statesmanlike ways to craft a stable international order.

“This country is, inextricably and indispensably, a part of this successful international system, based on the primacy of the rule of law,” he said.
But he said the willingness of US leaders to continue to follow these principles is in jeopardy because of the recent crises of collective security, global solidarity and cultural division and distrust.

While acknowledging that in the wake of the terrorist attacks against the US in September 2001, the world must deal aggressively with the threats of terrorism, weapons of mass destruction and rogue or dysfunctional states, Mr. Annan said that does not mean every country should have the right to use force unilaterally “simply because it thought there might be a threat.”
The Secretary-General urged countries to take heed of his panel of eminent persons, which is studying how to make the UN more effective on questions of international security, when it issues its recommendations later this year.

Citing recent events in the Darfur region of western Sudan, he also said that collective security means the international community must not tolerate instances of massacres and other atrocities, as it did in Rwanda and Bosnia during the 1990s.

“The international community must insist that the Sudanese authorities immediately put their own house in order…Further delay could cost hundreds of thousands of lives,” he warned.

Mr. Annan said the crisis of solidarity last year on how to deal with Iraq should not divert people from working together on tackling such problems as extreme poverty, HIV/AIDS and the lack of debt relief for poor countries.
“Unless we make those issues a priority now, we shall soon run out of time to achieve the Millennium [Development] Goals by 2015 – which means that millions of people will die, prematurely and unnecessarily, because we failed to act in time,” he said.

The Secretary-General also stressed that the world must fight against the rising tide of prejudice and intolerance between faiths and cultures.

“It is in times of fear and anger, even more than in times of peace and tranquility, that you need universal human rights, and a spirit of mutual respect,” he said.

Saying the world will need “enlightened American leadership” in the years ahead, Mr. Annan urged the graduates to “live up to your country’s best traditions of global commitment and global leadership.” 

* * *

Guinea-Bissau
10 June – Guinea-Bissau’s democratization process is fragile and, with government revenues falling below projections, unpaid salary arrears are still a critical problem for the West African country, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report to the UN Security Council.

A special Emergency Economic Management Fund, administered by the UN Development Fund (UNDP), has collected just over $4 million out of $18.3 million needed to pay salary arrears to government employees and provide current social services, according to the report.

Previously, when ex-President Kumba Yala’s Government lacked the funds to pay salaries, civil servants staged strikes which briefly brought a military junta to power last September, but, with UN aid, elections for all senior positions but the President were held last March.

The UNDP-administered fund for post-conflict Guinea-Bissau received $4 million in donations from the Netherlands, Sweden and France, as well as Portugal and Brazil, which contributed to it through the Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries, the report says.

In the first four months of 2004, Guinea-Bissau also received other donations totalling $7 million from Portugal, Ghana, Angola and the West African Economic and Monetary Union.

The Secretary-General cautions that peace cannot be built by outsiders, and stresses the need for the Government to remain in the lead. “If the elected leaders are unable or unwilling to shoulder their sovereign responsibilities, especially in the absence of viable and accountable State structures, neither peace nor development can emerge or endure.”

At the same time, he says he his “encouraged” by signs of greater participation of women in the country’s political life.

The UN Peace-Building Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS) will continue its efforts to support gender equality, including by boosting the participation of women from various political parties in peace-building and conflict resolution, the report says.
* * *

Brazil
10 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan heads to the Brazilian city of São Paulo on Saturday for a four-day trip highlighted by his attendance at the 11th session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

Mr. Annan will spend three days at the UNCTAD summit, formally opening the conference and then participating in forums and discussions about the role of civil society, innovative sources of financing and the economic progress of the world’s least developed countries.

He is also expected to conduct bilateral talks with many national leaders, including Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and President Carlos Mesa of Bolivia.
The theme of this session of UNCTAD, which is trying to revive momentum in the debate on international trade, finance and development, is: “Enhancing coherence between national development strategies and global economic processes towards economic growth and development.”

During his trip, the Secretary-General will also address a special ministerial meeting marking the 40th anniversary of the creation of the Group of 77 alliance of developing countries.

* * *

General Assembly
10 June – Foreign Minister Jean Ping of Gabon was elected today to preside over the fifty-ninth session of the United Nations General Assembly, which is scheduled to open on the 14 September.


All 191 UN Member States are represented in the Assembly, which, as the world body’s main deliberative organ, tackles everything from broad security and development concerns to budgetary and administrative matters.

Following his election, Mr. Ping, who will succeed outgoing President Julian R. Hunte of St. Lucia, said the decision crowned Gabon’s participation for some 50 years in the UN’s noble mission to build a more caring world in which future generations would be freed from the ravages of war and underdevelopment.

Supporting the President this year will be Vice-Presidents from Algeria, Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Ghana, Zambia, Bangladesh, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Syria, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Antigua and Barbuda, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Australia and Belgium, the Assembly decided.

The five permanent member of the Security Council – China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States – are automatically accorded seats as Vice-Presidents.

In another action, the Assembly’s main committees also elected their presiding officers for the next session, with the Disarmament and International Security (First) Committee choosing Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba from Mexico as Chairman, and the Economic and Financial (Second) Committee electing the Deputy Permanent Representative of Peru, Marco Balarezo, as its Chairman.

The Social, Humanitarian and Cultural (Third) Committee chose Ambassador Valery Kuchinsky of Ukraine to lead it during the next session, while the Special Political and Decolonization (Fourth) Committee elected Ambassador Kyaw Tint Swe of Myanmar its Chairman.

Ambassador Don Mackay of New Zealand was elected to lead the Administrative and Budgetary (Fifth) Committee and Ambassador Mohamed Bennouna of Morocco was chosen to head the Legal (Sixth) Committee.

The Assembly had amended its rules of procedure to allow for early elections in a bid to “create the conditions for a smooth transition between the two sessions of the General Assembly,” said Michèle Montas, spokeswoman for Mr. Hunte.

The Assembly’s annual General Debate, which brings together presidents and prime ministers from across the globe, is scheduled to begin on 21 September. Nearly 75 national leaders have already confirmed their attendance, according to Ms. Montas.
* * *
Small islands conference
10 June – Climate change, fragile ecosystems, economic vulnerability, geographic isolation and other concerns of small island developing countries will be taken up at a major United Nations conference set for early 2005 to examine a decade’s worth of efforts to address these issues, the General Assembly decided today.

Adopting a resolution unanimously, the Assembly fixed 10 to 14 January as the dates for the International Meeting to Review Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, to be held in Mauritius.

If necessary, delegates will arrive two days earlier for informal consultations, according to the resolution.

The Programme of Action, adopted at a 1994 meeting in Barbados, focused on climate change, tourism, natural disasters, waste, energy and transport. The Mauritius meeting is expected to also examine trade, HIV/AIDS, information technology and security concerns.

The Secretary-General of the Mauritius Conference, Anwarul Chowdhury, has said the event should galvanize international cooperation on these issues.

Mr. Chowdhury, the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, has pledged to facilitate negotiations on a strong political declaration by the participants.

In another action today, the General Assembly declared 2005 to be the International Year of Physics and invited the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to organize commemorative events.
* * *
Pollutants
10 June – Ridding the world of PCBs – pollutants that can suppress the human immune system and could cause cancer – was the focus of a two-day meeting sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) which wrapped up today in Geneva.

PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, have been used extensively in electrical equipment such as transformers and large capacitors in power lines and in additives in paint, carbonless copy paper and plastics. They are one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants that entered into force last month.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet will require a “vigorous” public-private partnership. “While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work,” he said.

Many hundreds of thousands of tons of PCBs have been commercially manufactured for some 75 years. Although production is now banned under the Stockholm treaty, PCBs continue to pose a risk to human health and the environment because of the wide array of PCB-containing electrical equipment still in service. Tons of wastes containing or contaminated by PCBs are also being held at temporary storage sites, particularly in developing countries, according to UNEP.

In addition, large quantities of PCBs have been discharged into soils, rivers and lakes over the years. Further releases continue to result due to accidents, the repair and decommissioning of equipment, the demolition of buildings and the continued existence of imperfectly sealed landfills and waste drums, the agency said.

The Convention, which entered into force on 17 May, gives governments until 2025 to phase out “in-place equipment” containing PCBs, as long as the equipment is maintained in a way that prevents leaks. It also grants another three years to ensure the environmentally sound management of PCB-contaminated wastes.
* * *
Foot and Mouth Disease
10 June – Europe is almost free of the highly contagious foot-and-mouth disease after a long history of devastating epidemics, but the continent’s livestock industry should remain vigilant against possible future outbreaks, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today.


Marking the 50th anniversary of the creation of the European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease, the FAO said that 31 of the Commission’s 33 Member States are free of foot-and-mouth disease – the virus remains endemic only in Turkey and Israel.


The last major outbreak in Europe occurred in 2001, when 4 million animals in the United Kingdom had to be slaughtered to control the disease’s spread. Animals in Ireland, France and the Netherlands were also affected. That outbreak is estimated to have cost $13 billion in losses to agriculture and tourism.

Experts warn that there is still a high risk of the virus being re-introduced to Europe from regions where it remains prevalent – such as East and Southeast Asia, Africa and the Middle East.


They called on European nations to maintain their support to these areas so that the virus does not return to the continent.

Foot-and-mouth disease, which can strike cattle, sheep, pigs, goats, buffaloes and deer, can be transmitted through the movement of animals, animal products or meat. The disease leads to painful ulcerous areas in the mouths and feet of animals.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESman FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

I’m sorry I am late.  We had to get a number of updates and statements.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
The first one is a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned that recent events in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo have compounded an already serious humanitarian situation.  There have been reports of human rights violations, including violence against women and children, population displacements, and massive looting. 

“Personnel of UN humanitarian agencies and their non-governmental organization partners have been attacked and their equipment damaged, forcing the suspension of most aid programmes for some 3 million people in the region.

“The Secretary-General stresses to those involved in the recent fighting of their obligation under international humanitarian law to protect civilians caught in armed conflict.  He urges them to provide humanitarian workers with the safe and unhindered access they need to deliver life-sustaining aid.  The Secretary-General calls on neighbouring States to facilitate access by all humanitarian actors, as well as the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to the Bukavu area.”

**DRC Update
The UN Mission reports that the situation in that eastern town in South Kivu province is relatively calm although some looting has continued.  This is an update from today.

A 50-person delegation of the DRC Government is due to arrive in Bukavu today.  The group is comprised of senior government officials, and includes the Governor and two Vice-Governors of South Kivu.

A UN human rights team, meanwhile, is continuing its investigation in Bukavu, and is receiving firsthand information about human rights violations which occurred during the recent fighting.  Meanwhile, efforts continue to restore access by humanitarian agencies to all those affected by the fighting and civil unrest in the eastern part of the country. 

The UN refugee agency has dispatched a mission to the border of Burundi and the DRC to look into reports that thousands of new refugees have arrived in Burundi fleeing fighting in the Uvira region, south of Bukavu, also in the eastern part of the DRC.  A press release on the refugee movement is available.

And also on the Democratic Republic of the Congo today:  Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador will be speaking to you, just after the noon briefing here, on his recent mission to the Democratic Republic of the Congo on behalf of the Executive Board of UNICEF, or the UN Children’s Fund. 

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
I have another statement.  This one is on the killing of Chinese workers in Afghanistan:

“The Secretary-General was shocked to learn of the killing last night of 11 Chinese construction workers and their Afghan guard on the outskirts of Kunduz city in northern Afghanistan.  He condemns this outrageous and contemptible act against unarmed civilians, which also left five Chinese workers wounded.

“This appalling attack follows a series of other incidents directed against those working in support of the Bonn peace process.  The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Afghanistan, the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force for Afghanistan (ISAF), and Coalition forces to take the necessary measures to address the security situation.

“The Secretary-General expresses his profound condolences to the Chinese Government and to the bereaved families.”

We also have a statement from the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Afghanistan, Jean Arnault, who also condemned the killings.  And we understand that the Security Council President will be reading a statement on the same subject following consultations.

**Darfur
Turning to Darfur, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees is continuing its worldwide airlift of more than 1,700 tonnes of emergency supplies for Sudanese refugees in Chad, hundreds of whom are still arriving weekly amid the start of seasonal rains.

On Wednesday, UNHCR completed the airlift of tents from Pakistan and started similar flights from Tanzania to rush an additional 280 metric tones of aid to Chad.

**SG on Darfur
Also on Darfur, in his commencement address at HarvardUniversity later today, the Secretary-General is expected to draw attention again to the alarming situation in Darfur, where about 1.3 million people need immediate assistance.

He is expected to reiterate his call to the international community to insist that the Sudanese authorities immediately put their house in order and that they must neutralize and disarm the brutal “Janjaweed” militia; allow humanitarian supplies and equipment to reach the population without further delays; and pursue the political negotiations in Darfur with a renewed sense of urgency.

We have embargoed copies of that commencement address upstairs.  It is embargoed for 3 o’clock this afternoon.

**SG - Harvard
Turning to that visit, the Secretary-General is in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where this morning he received an honorary degree from HarvardUniversity.  The degree states that the Secretary-General “affirms the dignity of each individual while persevering for peace in a difficult world”.

This afternoon, he will deliver the commencement address, which I just mentioned to you.

He arrived in Boston last night, and attended a dinner honouring him and eight other prominent individuals who are receiving honorary degrees from Harvard.  The host of that dinner, Harvard President Larry Summers, said that the Secretary-General “in a very real sense, bears the weight of the world on his shoulders”.

The Secretary-General responded with a toast, saying he was now tempted to say that he had the best of both worlds -- an MIT education and a Harvard degree.  He added that America's universities today have a special responsibility, more crucial than before, to encourage American students to look outwards from their country and see and understand the extraordinary world beyond it, in all its complexity and richness.

**SG to Travel to Brazil
On another travel item, the Secretary-General is scheduled to go to Sao Paulo, Brazil, to open and attend the 11th session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, UNCTAD XI.  While there, he will address a special ministerial meeting marking the 40th anniversary of the establishment of the Group of 77.

He is also expected to hold a number of bilateral meetings, including one with Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.  The Secretary-General is expected to arrive in Sao Paulo on Saturday and return to New York on Wednesday.

**Security Council 
Here at Headquarters, the Security Council today has scheduled two sets of consultations.

This morning at 10 a.m., Council members heard an update on Côte d’Ivoire by the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno.

Then, at 3 p.m., consultations are scheduled on the most recent report by the panel of experts on Liberia sanctions.  A press statement is expected following those consultations in the afternoon, as well as the statement I mentioned earlier on Afghanistan following the morning session.

**WHO
Turning to the World Health Organization (WHO), violence devastates lives and also imposes major economic costs on societies around the world, some of which spend more than 4 per cent of their gross domestic product on dealing with violence-related injuries.  This and other findings are contained in a new report released today by the WHO at the 7th World Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion, from 6 to 9 June in Vienna.

WHO is actively involved in ongoing efforts to prevent interpersonal violence in all its forms, including child maltreatment, youth violence, intimate partner violence, sexual violence and elder abuse.  There is a press release upstairs with more information.

**UNEP - Environment Pollutants
A two-day international meeting in Geneva sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP, is looking into ways of ridding the world of PCBs.  PCBs are environmental pollutants that pose a risk to human health and the environment.  They can be found in air, water, soil and food.  PCBs are one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants that entered into force earlier this year.

**Guinea-Bissau
The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Guinea-Bissau is out today.  In it, he says he is encouraged by progress being made on the political front, but cautions that the democratization process remains fragile.

The country needs international support to complete the transition to constitutional order, he says, and also flagged the need for resources.  He pays special tribute to his former Representative David Stephen, who served in Guinea-Bissau until his retirement in April, noting that his dedicated efforts greatly contributed to the restoration and consolidation of peace in that country.

**Budget
One more item on the budget, I am pleased to report that Ethiopia has paid  $57,441 becoming the eighty-fourth MemberState to pay its dues in full.

**Press Conference This Afternoon
And finally, as I just mentioned, immediately following this briefing, Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, Executive Board member of the UN Children’s Fund, will brief on the visit of board members to the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

And they’re here, and before I turn the floor to them, do you have any questions for me?  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Will the Secretary-General be attending former President Ronald Reagan’s funeral?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes, he will.

Question:   And can you give us an idea of the rest of the schedule tomorrow?

Associate Spokesperson:  I just mentioned to you that the Secretary-General will be travelling to Brazil to open the UNCTAD Conference and the G-77 meeting there, and he will be ... (interrupted). 

Question:   I thought that was Saturday?

Associate Spokesperson:  He will be leaving tomorrow, as well.

If there are no other questions, I’d like to turn the floor over to the UNICEF Executive Board’s mission leader to the DRC.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "PCBs" ��The Guardian - U.N. Experts Plan Attack on Toxic PCBs� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "ToxicPCBs" ��The Seattle Post Intelligencer - U.N. experts plan attack on toxic PCBs*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleanup" ��ENN - Global clean-up of toxic PCBs promoted by UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Polluatants" ��UN News Centre - UN meeting looks at ways to rid world of harmful pollutants�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Internationalefforts" ��Xinhua  - International efforts promoted for clean-up of toxic PCBs�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Agency" ��The Nation (Nairobi)  - Minister Fears UN Agency Might Be Moved� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Study" ��SciDev.Net - Study calls for shake-up of UN environment body�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Corals" ��Marine species: UNEP issues warning on cold-water corals�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Report" ��PR Newswire - The Shell Report Published Today�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Bahrain Tribune - Focus on water situation in region�


*Also appears in Miami Herald, Tuscaloosa News, Mlive.com
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