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Reuters: AFGHANISTAN: Floods expected following harsh winter
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10 Mar 2005 15:36:11 GMT

KABUL, 10 March (IRIN) - Following the harshest winter Afghanistan has seen in a decade, the risk of flooding remains high in some parts of the country as temperatures improve and snows begin to melt in mountainous areas, according to aid organisations in the Afghan capital Kabul. 
In western Badghis province, reports indicated that early flooding in the Jauwand, Gardes and Murghab districts had forced some families to leave their houses in Panjab, Manoel de Almeida e Silva, a spokesman for United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), said on Thursday in Kabul. 

"A joint UN mission bringing together a number of UN agencies was deployed to Badghis province to look at the situation on the ground and provide technical support to the provisional task force," the spokesman said, adding that the team's initial assessment would be available later on Thursday. 

According to UNAMA, with spring fast approaching, potential floods affecting the country remained a source of concern. "This country has had to deal with floods in the past, but this year, with much greater snow falling, the risks are greater," he said earlier. 

That sentiment was shared by Afghans on the streets of the capital. "Our country was affected by severe drought over the past few years and there hadn't been too much snow. But this winter was very harsh with heavy snow and when all that snow starts to melt many people could be in trouble," Masoud, 21, a resident of Kabul, told IRIN, pointing to the snowy peaks of high mountains surrounding the city. 

In the capital, more than 85 Kabul municipality workers - supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and UNAMA – were now working on cleaning and deepening the Kabul river bed to prevent the river from bursting its banks due to anticipated high waters. 

Efforts from various bodies to mitigate the flood risk are also now under way. In the western province of Herat, a regional flood contingency plan has been endorsed by the combined disaster management team, chaired by the country's deputy minister of rural rehabilitation and development. 

Also, joint missions, including government agencies and UN bodies have been deployed to some western provinces to assess the level of disaster preparedness there. More than 100 NGOs in the region took part in an emergency meeting on Wednesday to discuss the situation there while identifying the role that they could play in the disaster risk mitigation effort. 

"In [the northern] Balkh province, assessment teams have been deployed to all districts to make flood-vulnerability assessments. The teams are comprised of government personnel, NGO and UN staff," Almeida e Silva explained. 

"In the central highlands area, a provisional task force on flood preparedness is being established in Bamian and focal points in each district of the province are also in the process of being identified," he added. 

In some provinces, special task groups had been established while in others single disaster response committees were in place. 

At the national level, a joint operations centre, bringing together a broad spectrum of humanitarian actors – government, the Coalition, the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), the UN and others – was being established at UNAMA with real time information. 

Plagued by conflict for more than 20 years, Afghanistan is prone to various natural disasters, including earthquakes, avalanches, floods and landslides. Flooding and mudslides are common, particularly in the spring when snow starts melting. It is estimated that natural disasters have killed more than 19,000 people and affected about 7.5 million Afghans since the early 1980s, according to a recent report by UNEP. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Nature: Climatologists seek clear view of Asia’s smog
David Cyranoski and Ichiko Fuyuno,Tokyo

An international team gathered in South Korea this week to kick off a research project on Asia’s persistent brown clouds of smog. The effort is the first long-term study into the effects of the haze on local and global climate.

The brown clouds frequently envelop vast portions ofAsia.They wax and wane with the seasons but can be kilometres thick, causing respiratory disease and interrupting climate cycles. Researchers on Project Atmospheric Brown Clouds, run by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),are hoping that their study of the smog will help to spur preventative measures against the pollution. This could be especially important in the face of China’s accelerating industrial boom. 

The clouds consist of ash, acidic chemicals and carbon, which come from the burning of fossil fuels and wildfires. One of the most intensely polluted and most studied brown clouds, which hangs over the Indian Ocean, has recently been found to consist largely of the smoke from dried manure used for cooking (C.Venkataraman et al. Science 307, 1454–1456; 2005).

Previous research has shown that the haze over the Indian Ocean blocks up to 15% of the Sun’s radiation (S. K. Satheesh and V. Ramanathan Nature 405, 60–63; 2000). Such clouds are thought to cause the ground to cool and the atmosphere to warm, which can affect monsoons and other rainfall patterns. Particulate matter can also alter rain formation. But little is known about the details of how the clouds change over time, or how this alters the climate, says Veerabhadran

Ramanathan, an atmospheric scientist at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, California, who is involved with the UNEP project. “We need to watch the whole seasonal cycle for several years,”he says.“There have been many theories about how this affects global climate.We have to observe it.”

The UNEP project aims to follow the Asian clouds for at least five years; funding of US$10 million has been secured for

this period from the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the National Science Foundation. The programme has two main observatories: one in the Maldives and one on the Korean island of Jeju. Each is stocked with more than 30 instruments that can measure incoming sunlight, temperature and the chemical composition of the clouds. 

Tens of smaller labs throughout the region will also contribute data. The scientists involved say they are particularly concerned that the industrial boom and desertification currently going on in China are throwing ever more smog  ingredients into the atmosphere. “East Asia might have more surprises than India — it is of a greater concern,”says Ramanathan.

But the attempt to study China’s impact on the clouds could become politically sensitive. Japanese scientists estimate that some 30% of the soot nfalling on their country comes from China, whereas Chinese researchers place the estimate as low as 5%.“There is no consensus,” says Yuanhang Zhang, an atmospheric chemist at Peking University who is representing

China in the UNEP project. Shiro Hatakeyama, a specialist in atmospheric chemistry at the National Institute for Environmental Studies in Tsukuba, north of Tokyo, says that China has not provided sufficient information about its emissions to feed into models that predict the effects of the smog.“So far,China’s efforts are not satisfactory,”says Hatakeyama.

Zhang admits that there is a lack of data for most pollutants other than sulphur dioxide in China, making it hard to assess their contribution to the haze.Hatakeyama hopes that the project will put pressure on China to collect and provide more information.

That may already be happening. Zhang says that there are plans to set up about ten observatories in the country to contribute to the programme — a meeting is scheduled for April to work out the details. 

___________________________________________________________________________


Sun Star: Women in the environmental movement
By Rox Peña
Friday, March 11, 2005


MARCH 8 is International Women's Day. This date, which many countries celebrate as a national holiday, is the story of ordinary women as makers of history. It is rooted in the age-old struggle of women to participate in society on an equal footing with men. The UN also recognizes this special day. Its environmental arm Unep (United Nations Environmental Program), acknowledges the role of women as guardians of the environment. 

Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Unep Executive Director, in an article he wrote in the Environmental News Network (ENN), mentioned that women and girls have a special relationship with the environment in other ways. They are often the custodians of indigenous knowledge and promoters of biodiversity and environment-friendly management. He cited the following examples: 

• Studies of 60 women-managed kitchen gardens in Thailand have chronicled 230 different vegetables and other species, many of which have been rescued from a neighboring forest before it was cleared. 

• Village women in Kanak Valley, Province of Baluchistan, Pakistan, can readily identify 35 medicinal plants they commonly use. 

• In Yazd, known as the "desert capital" of Iran, it is women who have devised novel methods of agricultural production including food production in tunnels constructed underground. 

• In southeast Mexico, women keep as many as nine breeds of local hens, as well as breeds of ducks, turkeys and broilers in their back gardens selecting the best breeds to suit local environmental conditions. In effect, they are actively conserving the genetic diversity of Mexican breeds and thus contributing to conservation. 

These are ordinary women doing great work for Mother Earth. 

In the Philippines, we have great women leaders in the environmental movement. Let me cite some of those who I had had the opportunity of working with in many environmental activities: 

• Former environment secretary Elisea "Bebet" Gozun, the first woman to occupy the top post of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). She is a member and officer of many environmental non-government organizations (NGOs). At the time of her appointment to DENR, she was the president of Cocal (Concerned Citizens Against Pollution). She was a founding member of Swapp (Solid Waste Management Association of the Philippines), member of the Air and Waste Management Association of the Philippines, representative of our country to the Clean Washington Center, civil society delegate to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in South Africa, and chair of the civil society Partnership for Clean Air. We were together in the Zero Waste Recycling Movement of the Philippines Foundation, Inc (ZWRMPFI) in year 2000 to 2001. She was then our vice president and I'm one of the trustees. 

• Luz Sabas, founder and past president of the ZWRMPFI. The foundation was established in 1972 and was the first advocate of proper waste management at a time when garbage is not yet considered a problem. Her masteral thesis, which featured the Four "Fs" total recycling scheme, was used by many groups advocating solid waste management. 

• Dr. Dea Millora, founder of Zero Kalat sa Kaunlaran (ZKK). In 1996 with tons of garbage fast becoming a problem in their area in Dagat-dagatan, she led a group of concerned citizens to address the problem. They conducted seminars, cleaned the streets and later formed a cooperative composed of housewives and ordinary women. 

• Mrs. Nita Abaquin, our current president in the ZWRMPFI. Despite her advance age, she is very active in managing the day-to-day activities of the Foundation. It's a full-time volunteer work for her, staying in our office almost six times a week. It is during her term that the foundation got its own office at the National Ecology Center of the DENR. 

Others I've met but have not worked with in an organization are Tita Odette Alcantara of Mother Earth Unlimited, Narda Camacho of Metro Manila Linis-Ganda and NGO Representative to the National Solid Waste Management Commission Ms. Sonia Mendoza. 

I salute these great women who are in the front-line of the environmental movement.
____________________________________________________________________________


The Jakarta Post: SUMMIT TO DISCUSS POST-TSUNAMI ISSUES
March 10, 2005
Apriadi Gunawan, The Jakarta Post, Medan

 
The Lake Toba summit, scheduled to officially begin on Thursday, will be an important forum for Indonesia to learn how to promote sustainable development following the Dec. 26 earthquake and subsequent tidal waves that devastated Aceh and North Sumatra.

North Sumatra Governor T. Rizal Nurdin said here on Wednesday that delegates of regional governments from developed countries would share their experience and expertise with participants from the disaster-hit provinces on how to rehabilitate and reconstruct their affected areas.

"The summit is an important forum for local administrations in Aceh to exchange information on how to spend huge funds from donor countries to rebuild the affected areas, resettle their survivors and promote an environmentally friendly development program," he said after opening a cultural event held in line with the summit. 

The governor said almost all 30 provincial governments and more than 430 regental and municipal administrations would be represented at the summit, where they were expected to gain more information on sustainable development.

"All delegates, especially from developed countries, have been asked to share with Indonesian participants their experience and expertise on how to promote sustainable development," he said.

Aside from that, Rizal added, Indonesia would seek the developed countries' commitment to promote sustainable development in tourist resorts around Lake Toba.

"North Sumatra has great potential to develop ecotourism in tourist resorts around Lake Toba. But we cannot do it due to a lack of ideas, human resources and funds. We want developed countries to lend a hand to help preserve the ecosystem and cultural heritages in the province," he said.

Summit steering committee chairman Nico Barito said that after identifying all problems and hindrances in carrying out sustainable development, all the participants would be grouped into three discussion panels on the second day before they present their recommendations and action plans on the concluding day.

"On the second day, three panel discussions will be held simultaneously. The government panel, to be held in Parapat -- a tourist resort near Lake Toba -- will discuss networking among regional governments within the UN system on disaster prevention and risk management. It will also discuss how to create quality human resources to empower local administrations and regional legislatures," Nico said.

A special forum featuring businesspeople from member countries will be held in the North Sumatra capital, Medan, to discuss how to develop business and intensify economic activities without damaging the environment.

"Indonesian businesspeople should learn from developed countries how to promote sustainable business," said Nico.

He said experts from the United Nations and developed countries would present their papers on how to promote sustainable development in developing countries, especially in tsunami-affected South Asia.

The speakers include UN Habitat chairwoman Anna Tibaijuka, UN Environmental Program (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepler and UN Institute Training and Research (UNITAR) executive director Marcel Boisard.

Meanwhile, Nurlisa Ginting, secretary of the conference's organizing committee, said that so far two provinces in Germany and another in Spain had bolstered cooperation with fishery and tourism businesses in North Sumatra.

____________________________________________________________________________

IslamOnline.net: Regional Summit Reviews Post-Tsunami Development
CAIRO, March10 , 2005 (IslamOnline.net) – A summit meeting of the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development kicked off in Indonesia on Thursday, March10 , to discuss promoting sustainable development in developing countries, especially in tsunami-affected South Asia.

The three-day summit will be an important forum for Indonesia to learn how to promote sustainable development following the Dec. 26 killer tsunami, reported The Jakarta Post.

The meeting was opened by Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono with the participation of 500 delegates from more than 40 countries.

He said experts from the UN and developed countries would present their papers on how to promote sustainable development.

The speakers include UN Habitat chairwoman Anna Tibaijuka, UN Environmental Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepler and UN Institute Training and Research (UNITAR) Executive Director Marcel Boisard.

Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country, said more than236 ,002 people have been confirmed dead or missing in the tidal waves triggered by a9 . 0magnitude underwater earthquake – the world’s biggest earthquake in 40 years.

Rebuilding Tips

North Sumatra Governor T. Rizal Nurdin said Wednesday, March9 , that delegates of regional governments from developed countries would share their experience and expertise with participants from the disaster-hit provinces on how to rehabilitate and reconstruct their affected areas.

“The summit is an important forum for local administrations in Aceh to exchange information on how to spend huge funds from donor countries to rebuild the affected areas, resettle their survivors and promote an environmentally friendly development program,” he said after opening a cultural event held in line with the summit.

Nearly 4 billion dollars have been promised so far to the Asian countries hit by the killer tidal waves.

The governor also hoped regional government leaders and businessmen both from other provinces in Indonesia and other countries taking part in the three-day gathering would see many industrial potentials in North Sumatra.

“All delegates, especially from developed countries, have been asked to share with Indonesian participants their experience and expertise on how to promote sustainable development,” he said.

Indonesia would also seek the developed countries' commitment to promote sustainable development in tourist resorts around Lake Toba, he added.

Participants would be grouped into three discussion panels on the second day before they present their recommendations and action plans on the concluding day.

The government panel will discuss networking among regional governments within the UN system on disaster prevention and risk management, said the summit steering committee chairman Nico Barito.

“It will also discuss how to create quality human resources to empower local administrations and regional legislatures.”

A special forum featuring businesspeople from member countries will discuss how to develop business and intensify economic activities without damaging the environment. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Borneo Bulletin: Somalia calls for investigation of suspicious waste 

Somali men walk past garbage washed onto the beach in Hafun, north eastern Somalia, in this Jan. 31 file photo, after the devastating tsunami hit the area in late Dec. 2004. Somalia's new environment minister, Mohamed Osman Maye, asked the United Nations on Wednesday to assemble a team to investigate possible hazardous waste that may cause illnesses among local people. AP

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) - Somalia's new environment minister asked the United Nations on Wednesday to investigate possible hazardous waste that was washed ashore by last year's tsunami and may be causing illnesses among local people.

Mohamed Osman Maye, a minister in Somalia's new government based in neighbouring Kenya, said strange objects washed ashore all along his country's coastline, the longest in Africa, when a tsunami struck on Dec. 26, 2004.

He said new reports of illnesses and suspected hazardous waste were still reaching his ministry, which has no offices in Somalia. The new government was formed last year in Kenya, but so far insecurity in the Horn of Africa country has kept it from returning home.

Somalia has been without a functional central government since 1991, when clan-based warlords overthrew the government and then turned on each other. Since then, the country has been divided by fiefdoms and the new transitional government formed in Kenya aims to unite them.

There have been anecdotal reports of foreign ships dumping hazardous waste along Somalia's coast for more than a decade, but in the absence of a government, conducting thorough investigations have been impossible.

Maye said that he had no evidence to back up unconfirmed reports that radioactive waste may have come ashore when the tsunami hit Somalia. But he called on the UN Environment Programme, also based in Nairobi, for assistance since hundreds of people were reporting unusual illnesses.

"UNEP should assist my ministry to send a team of environmental experts jointly composed by Somalis and UNEP staff ... to identify the reality on the ground in order to define the environment situation, the types of the dumped hazardous debris and their origins," Maye said.

He said he had no date for when such a team might travel to Somalia.

He also complained to journalists on Wednesday about deforestation caused by the charcoal industry, which supplies Gulf states. He said trees were being harvested without any plan to replace them and it was causing enduring harm to Somalia's environment.

Foreign fishing vessels have also caused irreparable harm by overfishing in Somali territorial waters and international intervention was needed to stop them, Maye said.

___________________________________________________________________________


Africa News: Nigeria; Basel Convention, UNEP Fight Coastal Pollution
March 8, 2005 Tuesday
 
The Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and the Regional Seas Programme of UNEP have joined forces in the fight against coastal pollution with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding in Nairobi last week.

The main area of cooperation is the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes in order to prevent coastal and marine pollution. Marine litter is targeted through the environmental management of plastic waste, used lead-acid batteries and used oils and lubricants. The two organisations will raise awareness on hazardous waste and marine pollution and support each other with technical and legal training. 

The Basel Convention is the world's most comprehensive environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 parties and aims to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate management of hazardous and other wastes.

The convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed off in an environmentally sound manner. It covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes that are being moved from one country to another. Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose off wastes as close as possible to their place of generation; and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

Many of the joint activities will be carried out using the 13 Basel Convention Regional Centres (BCRCs) as platforms for regional cooperation with the various Regional Seas Programmes. The 13 BCRCs are located in Argentina, China, Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovak Republic, the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (Samoa), South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.

The Basel Convention Secretariat and the Regional Seas Programme also work on the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (known as the "Barbados Programme of Action").

Small Island developing states generally suffer from a lack of trained personnel to handle the environmentally sound management of hazardous waste, as well as from high transportation costs and a shortage of available land. Because the management of solid waste is generally a first priority, hazardous wastes management can receive fewer resources.

The Regional Seas Programme is an alliance amongst the Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans (RSCAP). Its objective is the protection of the coastal and marine environment, having concern not only for the consequences but also for the causes of environmental degradation; and encompassing a comprehensive approach to combating environmental problems through the management of marine and coastal areas.

The 13 regions covered by the programme each benefit from an action plan formulated according to the needs of the region, as perceived by the governments concerned. The regions are the Black Sea, Caribbean, East Asian Seas, Eastern Africa, Kuwait, Mediterranean, North West Pacific, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, South Asian Seas, South East Pacific, South Pacific, South West Atlantic, West and Central Africa.

The Memorandum of Understanding was signed by Mrs. Veerle Vandeweerd, Deputy Director of the Division of Environmental Policy Implementation and Head of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, and by Mrs. Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention Secretariat.

Meanwhile, next year's UNEP special session is to be hosted in Dubai, The United Arab Emirates (UAE).

It is the first time that the event will be held in the Arab world.

The announcement was made at the 23rd Governing Council of UNEP held at its headquarters in Kenya recently, by Mr. Mohamed Al-Madfaa, the UAE health minister.

He delivered his message on behalf of His Highness, General Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and UAE Minister of Defence.

Dr. Mohamed Ahmed Bin Fahad, who is chairman of the organizing committee, said: "We are excited about hosting the 9th Special Session of this Governing Council in our country and hope it will be a unique session in both deliberations and achievements".

The special session, which will take place in Dubai, will coincide with the awards ceremony for the Zayed International Prize for the Environment. It is named after the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the founder of the UAE and a world-renowned environmentalist.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director who, is also chair of the Zayed Prize judges, said: "I must wholeheartedly thank the UAE for its kind offer to host our next special session. Through the vision and commitment of the late Sheikh Zayed and the enthusiasm and support of His Highness, General Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, who is also the founder of the Zayed prize for the Environment, the UAE has pioneered many environmentally important initiatives. These range from the greening of the deserts and the breeding of rare and endangered animals, to pushing forward the efficiency of drinking water desalination plants.

"It is fitting that a country from the Arab world is hosting this event in 2006 given that next year is the International Year of Deserts and Desertification".
_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Soleil (Senegal): PARTENARIAT : Un projet pour appuyer le droit de l’environnement
Article publié dans l'édition du Jeudi 10 mars 2005
Un atelier s’est tenu à Dakar ce mercredi entre professionnels de l’environnement et du droit pour mettre en œuvre un cadre de partenariat. Le Padelia qui concernera quatre pays d’Afrique de l’Ouest (le Burkina, le Niger, le Mali, le Sénégal) et 9 d’Afrique de l’Est et australe, s’inscrit dans l’optique de promotion du droit de l’environnement. 
"La mise en place de ce partenariat permettra certainement de résorber les dysfonctionnements de nos institutions et les incohérences du système normatif, s'il venait à atteindre les objectifs qui lui sont assignés". Ces mots sont du directeur de cabinet du ministre de l'Environnement et de la Protection de la Nature qui ouvrait, hier, à Dakar, l'atelier de lancement du projet de partenariat pour le développement du droit et des institutions de l'environnement en Afrique (Padelia). Ce projet d'un montant de près de 120 millions de nos francs, appuyé par le Pnue et le Pnud permettra de renforcer l'enseignement du droit de l'environnement. La réunion a regroupé le directeur de l'Environnement et des Etablissements Classés (Deec), Mme Fatima Dia Touré, M.Abdoulay Ndiaye directeur du Centre de Formation Judiciaire (CJF) président de séance, des enseignants de l'Ucad, élus locaux, fonctionnaires de l'administration, représentants d'Ong et communicateurs. Ce projet, comme l'a rappelé le représentant du ministre Modou Diagne Fada, traduit en actes concrets les objectifs stratégiques assignés au ministère en matière de gestion rationnelle des ressources naturelles et impliquant plusieurs disciplines notamment le droit de l'environnement. M.Mamadou Tall a salué cette initiative qui concerne quatre pays de l'Afrique de l'Ouest que sont le Burkina, le Niger, le Mali, le Sénégal à côté vde neuf autres pays répartis entre de l'Est et l'Afrique australe. Il permet, selon M.Tall, de renforcer l'enseignement du droit de l'environnement dans les universités, instituts et écoles de formation, de renforcer les capacités des acteurs, les risques industriels et la prévention des catastrophes industrielles, de vulgariser en langues nationales les conventions et textes de base sur l'environnement et enfin de réglementer la gestion des déchets solides urbains, les déchets domestiques et industriels. 
À son avis, cette initiative vise à faire du droit de l'environnement un outil de préservation du cadre de vie et un instrument de développement durable. Avant de remercier le PNUE et le PNUD, M.Tall a rappelé que les questions environnementales sont caractérisées par leur transversalité et que le ministère travaillera étroitement avec les autres départements ministériels. 
Après près de trois heures de discussions, il a été recommandé la mise sur pied d'un comité de suivi. Des séances de formation seront organisées pour la mise à niveau des fonctionnaires et autres agents sur les textes et lois en vigueur.
____________________________________________________________________________

LeFaso.net: Electricité : Un projet sud-africain pour alimenter toute l’Afrique à partir du fleuve Congo
jeudi 10 mars 2005.

 

Le Président de Eskom Holdings, Reuel Khoza, a récemment indiqué au Programme des Nations-Unies pour l’Environnement (PNUE) que sa firme travaille actuellement sur un « projet monumental » qui vise à alimenter l’Afrique toute entière, en électricité, à partir du barrage d’Inga, situé sur le fleuve Congo.

Selon le Président d’Eskom, "le barrage d’Inga devrait générer plus qu’il n’en faut d’électricité, pour alimenter l’industrialisation du continent tout entier ; le projet, qui se limitera dans un premier temps aux cascades d’Inga, devrait permettre à terme l’exportation du surplus d’électricité vers l’Italie, l’Espagne et l’Europe du Sud en général », grâce à un interconnecteur construit sous la Méditerranée.

Selon le PNUE, « l’hydroélectricité tirée du Congo, pourrait produire plus de 40 000 mégawatts, ce qui constitue assez d’énergie pour supporter l’industrialisation de l’Afrique et pour vendre le surplus à l’Europe méridionale".

L’agence de l’ONU pour l’Environnement, estime que 526 millions de personnes en Afrique ne sont pas connectées à un réseau électrique et la situation en zones rurales se détériorera certainement davantage d’ici 2025, si les tendances actuelles persistent. Pour le PNUE, la crise énergétique qui menace l’Afrique ne sera résolue, que si le secteur privé investit davantage dans les infrastructures ; d’où l’intérêt apporté au projet sud-africain.

_____________________________________________________________________________


Cabinet de S.A.S. Le Prince De Monaco (Communiqué de Presse): Remise de décoration par S.A.S. le Prince Héréditaire Albert à l'Ambassade de Monaco à Paris 


Son Altesse Sérénissime le Prince Héréditaire Albert de Monaco a remis les insignes d'Officier de l'Ordre de Saint-Charles à Monsieur Lucien CHABASON, Ancien Coordonnateur du Plan d'Action pour la Méditerranée du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE), distinction que Son Altesse Sérénissime le Prince Souverain lui avait décernée par Ordonnance Souveraine du 18 novembre 2003. 

Au cours de cette cérémonie, suivie d'une réception qui s'est déroulée le mercredi 2 mars 2005 à 17 heures 30, dans les Salons de l'Ambassade, S.A.S. le Prince Héréditaire Albert de Monaco, accompagné du Lieutenant-Colonel Bruno PHILIPPONNAT, était assisté de S.E. Monsieur l'Ambassadeur Christian ORSETTI, en présence de Mademoiselle Geneviève VATRICAN, Premier Conseiller et de Monsieur Aurélien SEYDOUX de CLAUSONNE, Secrétaire d'Ambassade

__________________________________________________________________________


Fiji Times: Letters to  the editor 
March 11, 2005 Friday
Change of university

I was so glad to hear that the great brainchild of USP Professor Rajesh Chandra is shifting to newly established University of Fiji.

This is a typical God-created example to prove that there is always a place for great individuals in this world, no matter how much one is discriminated against by anyone.

I am fully convinced that some very senior academics from the Laucala campus in  Economics, Physics and Biology are also ready to join the University of Fiji to show their sacrifice for the nation and the Indo-Fijian community in particular.

I myself am seriously planning to set up a new department of Environmental Studies at the University of Fiji soon after I finish my term with UNEP in Kenya.

 
DR MAHENDRA KUMAR
Nairobi Kenya 

_________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News


Le Nouvel Observateur: Le secrétaire d'Etat à la Mer part de Brest à la rencontre d'un bateau pollueur

par Franck Jourdain

BREST (AP) -- Le secrétaire d'Etat aux Transports et à la mer François Goulard s'est rendu jeudi soir à Brest (Finistère) pour aller en mer, à la rencontre d'un bateau suspecté de pollution par hydrocarbures et dérouté vers le port breton, selon la préfecture maritime de l'Atlantique. 
Le cargo italien «ENRICO IEVOLI» (compagnie Novamar International) a été surpris par un avion de patrouille de la Marine nationale jeudi à 9h34 en eaux françaises à près de 370km de Rochefort (Charente-Maritime), avec dans son sillage une pollution de 14,6 milles nautiques (27km) de long et de 40 mètres de large. Il venait de Sarrocho (Sardaigne) où il avait chargé plus de 11.000 tonnes de produits chimiques en direction d'Anvers (Belgique), ont rapporté les autorités maritimes. 
La pollution constatée par un Falcon 50 de la Marine nationale, par temps clair et mer calme, a fait l'objet de la procédure systématiquement adoptée en pareil cas. 
Photos et vidéos de la pollution ont été réalisées, puis un contact radio a été établi, à l'issue duquel un procès-verbal a été signifié au commandant. Au vu de ces éléments de preuves, le procureur de la République du tribunal de grande instance de Brest a demandé jeudi soir à la Marine nationale de dérouter le navire vers le port de la ville. 
«Un patrouilleur de la marine a été le chercher ce soir (jeudi) dans le rail d'Ouessant (NDLR: route maritime obligatoire pour contourner la Bretagne)», a précisé le porte-parole de la préfecture maritime. 
Non sans mal: il a fallu qu'un avion de patrouille maritime effectue plusieurs passes au ras de sa cheminée pour l'inciter à suivre le patrouilleur, selon le porte-parole. 
C'est ce convoi que François Goulard devait accompagner jusqu'à quai, à Brest, avant de tenir une conférence de presse «vers 2-3h du matin vendredi». 
Des techniciens du centre de sécurité des navires devaient immédiatement inspecter le navire de 135 mètres construit en 1999; des gendarmes maritimes entendre le commandant du navire et des membres de l'équipage, et le procureur de la République près le TGI de Brest fixer le montant de la caution judiciaire à régler pour que le bateau puisse reprendre la mer. 
Lundi, le secrétaire d'Etat aux Transports et à la mer s'était déjà rendu à Brest pour une journée entièrement consacrée à la lutte contre les pollutions par hydrocarbures. Il avait souligné en particulier l'efficacité de la politique française en la matière. AP 
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Le Figaro, 10 mars :  Cauchemar écologique mondial si la Chine adoptait le rêve américain

WASHINGTON (AFP) - La terre connaîtra un véritable cauchemar écologique d'ici 2031 si l'ensemble des Chinois venaient à adopter l'actuel mode de vie américain de forte consommation, a averti mercredi l'institut de recherche américain Earth Policy Institute.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050310070751.k68s4e3y.html
Le Figaro, 10 mars : Défaite pour Bush au Sénat: une loi sur la pollution repoussée en commission

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Un projet de loi sur la pollution de l'air, ardemment soutenu par le président George W. Bush, a été repoussé mercredi par une commission du sénat américain car il ne traitait pas du problème du réchauffement de la planète. 

Le rejet de ce texte, qui selon ses détracteurs aurait affaibli de manière significative les contrôles déjà existants de la pollution de l'air, constitue la première défaite politique essuyée par le président Bush au cours de son deuxième mandat.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050310085653.xj6dj5ud.html
Libération, 10 mars : Environnement. Le WWF s'inquiète d'une importation massive de bois.
La Chine protège ses forêts en coupant celles des autres

La forte croissance chinoise a affolé la planète l'an dernier, en faisant grimper les prix des matières premières et exploser ceux du fret maritime. Le Fonds mondial pour la nature (WWF) vient d'attirer l'attention sur un autre effet pervers de l'expansion économique de ce géant vorace de 1,3 milliard d'habitants : la Chine menace la forêt mondiale.

Dans un rapport intitulé «Le marché du bois en Chine, commerce et environnement» (1), l'organisation internationale basée en Suisse affirme que l'essor spectaculaire des importations chinoises de bois depuis une décennie a donné naissance à un vaste trafic illégal qui affecte principalement de gros pays forestiers comme la Russie, la Malaisie et l'Indonésie. 

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=281348
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UN or UNEP in the news

Peña: Women in the environmental movement
 Sun Star, Philippines (By Rox Peña),  Friday, March 11, 2005 - MARCH 8 is International Women's Day. This date, which many countries celebrate as a national holiday, is the story of ordinary women as makers of history. It is rooted in the age-old struggle of women to participate in society on an equal footing with men. The UN also recognizes this special day. Its environmental arm Unep (United Nations Environmental Program), acknowledges the role of women as guardians of the environment. 
Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Unep Executive Director, in an article he wrote in the Environmental News Network (ENN), mentioned that women and girls have a special relationship with the environment in other ways. They are often the custodians of indigenous knowledge and promoters of biodiversity and environment-friendly management. He cited the following examples:
http://www.sunstar.com.ph/static/pam/2005/03/11/oped/rox.pe.a.html 

After heaviest snowfalls in years in Afghanistan, UN agencies prepare for floods 
UN News Centre, 10 March 2005 – After the harshest winter and heaviest snowfalls in years cut off tens of thousands of Afghans from food supplies, requiring helicopter drops, United Nations agencies are now taking precautionary measures against a new threat – potential flooding from the spring thaw. 
The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) are helping the municipality of Kabul, the capital, to clean up the Kabul riverbed to mitigate the impact of high volume as snows melt and to reduce water pollution from the garbage and silt in the bed, mission spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told a briefing in the city today.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=13610&Cr=afghan&Cr1= 

AFGHANISTAN: Floods expected following harsh winter
UN Regional Information Asia, Asia, KABUL, 10 Mar 2005 (IRIN) - Following the harshest winter Afghanistan has seen in a decade, the risk of flooding remains high in some parts of the country as temperatures improve and snows begin to melt in mountainous areas, according to aid organisations in the Afghan capital Kabul.
…In the capital, more than 85 Kabul municipality workers - supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and UNAMA – were now working on cleaning and deepening the Kabul river bed to prevent the river from bursting its banks due to anticipated high waters. 
Efforts from various bodies to mitigate the flood risk are also now under way. In the western province of Herat, a regional flood contingency plan has been endorsed by the combined disaster management team, chaired by the country's deputy minister of rural rehabilitation and development
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=46042&SelectRegion=Asia&SelectCountry=AFGHANISTAN 
Summit to discuss post-tsunami issues 
Jakarta Post, 10 March 2005 (Apriadi Gunawan),  Medan - The Lake Toba summit, scheduled to officially begin on Thursday, will be an important forum for Indonesia to learn how to promote sustainable development following the Dec. 26 earthquake and subsequent tidal waves that devastated Aceh and North Sumatra.
…"The summit is an important forum for local administrations in Aceh to exchange information on how to spend huge funds from donor countries to rebuild the affected areas, resettle their survivors and promote an environmentally friendly development program," he said after opening a cultural event held in line with the summit. 
…The speakers include UN Habitat chairwoman Anna Tibaijuka, UN Environmental Program (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer and UN Institute Training and Research (UNITAR) executive director Marcel Boisard. 
Meanwhile, Nurlisa Ginting, secretary of the conference's organizing committee, said that so far two provinces in Germany and another in Spain had bolstered cooperation with fishery and tourism businesses in North Sumatra. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20050310.C01&irec=0 

Somalia calls for investigation of suspicious waste 
Borneo Bulletin, Brunei Darussalam, 10 March 2005 - NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) - Somalia's new environment minister asked the United Nations on Wednesday to investigate possible hazardous waste that was washed ashore by last year's tsunami and may be causing illnesses among local people.
…"UNEP should assist my ministry to send a team of environmental experts jointly composed by Somalis and UNEP staff ... to identify the reality on the ground in order to define the environment situation, the types of the dumped hazardous debris and their origins," Maye said.
http://www.brunei-online.com/bb/thu/mar10w21.htm 

General Environment News

B225bn needed for water plan 
Bangkok Post, 11 March 2005 (KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI) - The government must allocate at least 225 billion baht for a four-year plan to tackle water scarcity, says the Agriculture and Cooperatives and Natural Resources and Environment ministries.
Sixty-four billion baht was needed for restoring natural water sources, 60 billion baht for providing drinking water to each village, 54 billion baht for building reservoirs, 27 billion for putting in a disaster warning system and relief operations, and about 20 billion for diversion of water resources from neighbouring countries.
…The agencies would also go ahead with a plan to divert water from the Salween and Kok rivers on the Burmese border, the Nam Ngum river in Laos and Cambodia's Stung Num river, which would together add 10,000 million cubic metres to the water supply.
The Irrigation Department proposed the Mun and Ping river basins as pilot sites for the draft water resource management scheme, including rehabilitating forests, small reservoirs in mountainous areas,and at least 10 medium-size dams.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/11Mar2005_news14.php 

China to grow `safe' GM rice - Production may start as early as this year 
Bangkok Post, 11 March 2005 - Hong Kong - As early as this year, China could start commercial production of a new breed of genetically engineered rice.
If adopted, it would be the world's first large-scale plantation of a major transgenic food crop and, some scientists say, would provide an environmentally friendly answer to food problems of the world's poor.
But those who fear that genetically modified organisms (GMOs) present a danger to the natural crop balance say Beijing's haste to develop the rice has more to do with a drive to bring the income levels of its farmers in line with others who have prospered more from China's red-hot economic development.
Scientists in China, the world's top rice producer and consumer, say Beijing is looking to mass-produce Xa21 rice, which contains a gene from an African wild rice. But government officials have remained tight-lipped about plans to introduce any form of GMO rice.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/11Mar2005_news19.php 
UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE

DAILY NEWS
10 March, 2005

====================================================================

 ANNAN LAYS OUT DETAILED FIVE-POINT UN STRATEGY TO COMBAT TERRORISM         

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan today presented a five-point strategy for the 

 United Nations to fight terrorism: dissuading the disaffected from         

 choosing the tactic, denying terrorists the means to carry out attacks,    

 deterring state support, developing state preventive capacity and          

 defending human rights in the struggle against the scourge.                                                                                            

 Outlining what he called the “five D’s” in a keynote address to the        

 closing plenary of the International Summit on Democracy, Terrorism and    

 Security in Madrid, he announced the creation of an implementation task    

 force under his office to ensure that all parts of the UN system play      

 their roles in handling terrorism and related issues.                      

 “The United Nations has already, for many years, been playing a crucial    

 role in all these areas, and has achieved important successes. But we need 

 to do more and we must do better,” he said according to a text released    

 beforehand. “All departments and agencies of the United Nations can and    

 must contribute to carrying out this strategy.”                                                                                                         

 Dealing with each of the five D’s in detail, Mr. Annan said all sectors of 

 society must play their part in dissuading disaffected groups who choose   

 terrorism because they think its tactics are effective and people in whose 

 name they claim to act will approve.                                                                                                                    

 “It should be clearly stated by all possible moral and political           

 authorities that terrorism is unacceptable under any circumstances and in  

 any culture,” he declared. “Not only political leaders, but civil society  

 and religious leaders should clearly denounce terrorist tactics as         

 criminal and inexcusable.”                                                                                                                              

 He called for a comprehensive convention outlawing terrorism in all its    

 forms and said the right to resist occupation cannot include the right to  

 deliberately kill or maim civilians.                                                                                                                    

 He stressed that the high-level panel he set up to study global threats    

 and recommend changes in the international system calls for a definition   

 of terrorism “which would make it clear that any action constitutes        

 terrorism if it is intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to       

 civilians and non-combatants, with the purpose of intimidating a           

 population or compelling a Government or international organization to do  

 or abstain from doing an act.”                                                                                                                          

 Turning to the second “D” – denying terrorists their means – Mr. Annan     

 noted that the UN had already made important contributions, including the  

 Convention on the Suppression of Financing of Terrorism and travel bans.   

 But more effective action is needed against money-laundering and in the    

 “most vital” area of denying terrorists access to nuclear weapons.         

 “That such an attack has not yet happened is no excuse for complacency,”   

 he said. “Rather, it gives us a last chance to take effective preventive   

 action. That means consolidating, securing, and when possible eliminating  

 potentially hazardous materials, and implementing effective export         

 controls.”                                                                                                                                              

 On deterring countries from supporting terrorist groups, Mr. Annan noted   

 that the UN had not shrunk from confronting such states and the Security   

 Council had repeatedly applied sanctions. “This firm line must be          

 maintained and strengthened,” he declared. “All states must know that, if  

 they give any kind of support to terrorists, the Council will not hesitate 

 to use coercive measures against them.”                                                                                                                 

 On the fourth “D” – developing state capacity to prevent terrorism – he    

 called for international aid for poor countries that genuinely cannot      

 afford to build the capacity they need, stressing that good governance was 

 decisive for development and underling the work of the UN Electoral        

 Assistance Division in helping countries vote – often a turning point in   

 their history, as recently in Afghanistan, the Palestinian territories,    

 Iraq and Burundi.                                                                                                                                       

 “I hope Member States will now build on this work, as President Bush       

 suggested to the General Assembly last September, by supporting a fund to  

 help countries establish or strengthen democracy,” he added.                                                                                            

 Finally, on the last “D” – defending human rights – Mr. Annan emphasized   

 that the UN must continue to insist that in the fight against terrorism it 

 cannot compromise on its core values: the rule of law, protection of       

 civilians, mutual respect between people of different faiths and cultures, 

 and peaceful resolution of conflict.                                                                                                                    

 He endorsed a recent proposal to create the position of a Special          

 Rapporteur who would report to the UN Commission on Human Rights on the    

 compatibility of counter-terrorism measures with international human       

 rights laws.                                                                                                                                            

 “I regret to say that international human rights experts, including those  

 of the UN system, are unanimous in finding that many measures which states 

 are currently adopting to counter terrorism infringe on human rights and   

 fundamental freedoms,” he declared.                                                                                                                     

 “Compromising human rights cannot serve the struggle against terrorism. On 

 the contrary, it facilitates achievement of the terrorist’s objective – by 

 ceding him the moral high ground and provoking tension, hatred and         

 mistrust of government among precisely those parts of the population where 

 he is most likely to find recruits,” he added.                                                                                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 SECURITY COUNCIL EXTENDS MANDATE OF UN MISSION IN SUDAN BY ONE WEEK        

 The Security Council today voted to extend the mandate of the United       

 Nations Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) by a week while members discuss  

 plans to establish a fully-fledged peacekeeping mission in the south of    

 Africa's largest country and set out measures to encourage peace in the    

 troubled Darfur region in the west.                                                                                                                     

 The Council's 15 members unanimously adopted a resolution that maintains   

 UNAMIS until 17 March, after its mandate had been originally due to expire 

 today.                                                                                                                                                  

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan has proposed the creation of a peacekeeping   

 force, comprised of at least 10,000 military personnel, in southern Sudan  

 to help the region stabilize after the Sudanese Government and rebel       

 forces signed a peace agreement in January ending their 21-year civil war. 

 The new mission – which would replace UNAMIS – is expected to cost more    

 than $1 billion to establish and run for its first 12 months.              

 Council members are also debating what measures should be contained in a   

 resolution on the situation in Darfur, where many tens of thousands of     

 people have been killed and nearly two million others displaced from their 

 homes since rebels took up arms against Government forces and allied       

 militias in early 2003.                                                                                                                                 

 On Monday Mr. Annan summoned Council members to a meeting to press for a   

 beefed-up international force on the ground in Darfur to prevent further   

 killings, rapes and other human rights abuses. Currently about 1,900       

 African Union (AU) monitors are stationed in the region.                   

 UNAMIS reported today that a humanitarian convoy of non-governmental       

 organization (NGO) workers was ambushed by armed tribesmen on camelback on 

 a road in South Darfur. One of the six vehicles in the convoy overturned   

 after the tribesmen fired shots, the second incident on the same road in   

 two days.                                                                                                                                               

 * * *                                                                      

 AFTER HEAVIEST SNOWFALLS IN YEARS IN AFGHANISTAN, UN AGENCIES PREPARE FOR   FLOODS                                                                     

 After the harshest winter and heaviest snowfalls in years cut off tens of  

 thousands of Afghans from food supplies, requiring helicopter drops,       

 United Nations agencies are now taking precautionary measures against a    

 new threat – potential flooding from the spring thaw.                      

 The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and the UN Environment    

 Programme (UNEP) are helping the municipality of Kabul, the capital, to    

 clean up the Kabul riverbed to mitigate the impact of high volume as snows 

 melt and to reduce water pollution from the garbage and silt in the bed,   

 mission spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told a briefing in the city    

 today.                                                                     

 Meanwhile, joint assessment teams from UNAMA, the UN World Food Programme  

 (WFP), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the UN High Commissioner for    

 Refugees (UNHCR) have gone to Bagdhis province, where early flooding is    

 reported to have forced some families to leave their homes.                

 Joint teams of UN, Government and non-governmental organization (NGO)      

 personnel have been deployed to all districts in Balkh province in the     

 north to make flood-vulnerability assessments.                             

 At the national level, a joint operation centre bringing together the UN,  

 the Government, the United-States led coalition forces and the             

 International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) with real-time information  

 is being established at UNAMA headquarters. Public awareness messages have 

 been designed and will begin to be disseminated throughout the country     

 shortly.                                                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN RECOMMENDS SECURITY COUNCIL VISIT ERITREA, ETHIOPIA AGAIN OVER       

 BOUNDARY QUESTION                                                          

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended that the       

 Security Council make another working trip to Ethiopia and Eritrea to      

 assure the two Governments of its support for their peace process and also 

 suggested that the mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission there be         

 extended until mid-September.                                              

 The two Horn of Africa countries fought a bitter battle in a boundary      

 dispute, but reached a peace agreement in June 2000.                       

 In his latest report to the Council, Mr. Annan recalls that it visited     

 both countries in February 2002, just before the Boundary Commission ruled 

 in April of that year on delimiting the border between them, to show that  

 it would support the peace process and the demarcation.                                                                                                 

 “The Council may find it opportune to reaffirm and demonstrate its         

 commitment by returning to Eritrea and Ethiopia,” he says.                 

 He commends the Governments on their commitment to the agreement, enabling 

 the 3,344-strong UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) to maintain    

 the integrity of the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ).                                                                                                     

 Because of its role as a stabilizing force, “I recommend that the mandate  

 of UNMEE be extended for an additional period of six months, until 15      

 September,” he says.                                                                                                                                    

 Meanwhile, Mr. Annan expresses misgivings about new construction           

 undertaken “in areas that were awarded to Eritrea, which could be          

 interpreted as an effort to create facts on the ground.”                                                                                                

 “I note with concern statements to the effect that it is not possible to   

 implement the Boundary Commission's decision as is. I wish to reiterate    

 the importance for the parties to accept the demarcation of the boundary   

 in accordance with the Commission's instructions,” he adds.                

 * * *                                                                      

 COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES CONVENE SEMINAR AT UN                             

 The Community of Democracies, an informal grouping of 100 countries        

 advocating democratic values and institutions, held a seminar today to     

 analyze challenges and opportunities related to democracy, try to chart    

 the future of the worldwide democratic movement and assess the role of the 

 United Nations in promoting democracy.                                                                                                                  

 "At the United Nations, the promotion of democracy inevitably has to pass  

 through the prism of complex political realities, which makes it not       

 always an easy achievable objective," Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of 

 the UN Development Programme (UNDP), told a news conference during a break 

 in the closed, daylong meeting.                                                                                                                         

 The seminar was co-sponsored by Chile and UNDP, and is part of the         

 preparations for a meeting of cabinet ministers from all the members late  

 next month in Santiago de Chile.                                                                                                                        

 The group's 24 convening countries decide which countries should be        

 included as full members and which should be observers, a category that    

 grouped those countries whose commitment to democratic values was in       

 doubt, said Chile's Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador Heraldo 

 Muñoz.                                                                                                                                                  

 He added that democracy was better promoted collectively because a country 

 pursuing it unilaterally could be suspected of having a hidden agenda.     

 Asked if the United States could more effectively promote democracy by     

 acting with other countries, Vice-President José Miguel Insulza of Chile   

 said the Community of Democracies was founded at the end of the 1990s      

 under "the previous US administration" and could not be linked to any      

 particular government.                                                                                                                                  

 At the group's first meeting in June 2000 in Warsaw, Poland, it issued a   

 declaration, which said, in part, "The will of the people shall be the     

 basis of the authority of government, as expressed by exercise of the      

 right and civic duties of citizens to choose their representatives through 

 regular, free and fair elections with universal and equal suffrage, open   

 to multiple parties, conducted by secret ballot, monitored by independent  

 electoral authorities, and free of fraud and intimidation."                

 * * *                                                                      

 NEW PUBLIC POLICIES OMIT KNOWLEDGE GAINED FROM GENDER STUDIES, UN RESEARCH 

 GROUP SAYS                                                                 

 As United Nations declarations go, are the Beijing documents or the        

 Millennium Declaration texts more likely to produce sustainable            

 development?                                                               

 The answer may depend on how progress is measured. A new report from the   

 Geneva-based UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) says    

 despite women's recent advances, socially and politically men and women    

 still live in parallel universes.                                                                                                                       

 According to UNRISD Director Thandika Mkandawire, many policy debates on   

 structural adjustment, economic liberalization, democratization and ethnic 

 conflicts are not systematically integrating the new knowledge being       

 generated in gender studies and women's studies.                                                                                                        

 "On one side there are policies being made, but on the other the policy    

 makers are not drawing adequately on what is known from research on        

 gender," he said at a press briefing earlier this week during the two-week 

 UN review of progress towards gender equality since the 1995 Beijing       

 women's conference.                                                                                                                                     

 The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) call for the eradication of        

 extreme poverty and hunger, the provision of universal primary education,  

 the promotion of gender equality, the improvement of maternal and child    

 health, combating such diseases as HIV/AIDS and malaria, ensuring a        

 sustainable environment and developing a global partnership for            

 development.                                                                                                                                            

 The UN Fund for Women (UNIFEM) has said, however, that "many women's human 

 rights advocates have noted that gender equality, as a cross-cutting       

 concern for the achievement of all the MDGs, is not well-reflected in the  

 global targets and indicators."                                                                                                                         

 The UNRISD report, "Gender Equality: Striving for Justice in an Unequal    

 World," says macroeconomic aggregates, such as gross domestic product      

 (GDP) per capita, for instance, do not take into account unpaid labour,    

 which is largely undertaken by women. In any case, it says, money is a     

 limited measure of well-being.                                                                                                                          

 It advocates putting gender equality at the core of efforts to reorient    

 the development agenda. To meet some of the key contemporary challenges –  

 economic growth and structural transformation, equality and social         

 protection and democratization – this ordering of priorities is essential, 

 it says.                                                                                                                                                

 Joining Mr. Mkandawire at the briefing was UNRISD researcher Shahra        

 Razavi, who said her team believes that the Beijing Platform for Action    

 offers more in its goals and is a more comprehensive agenda for            

 development that the MDGs.                                                                                                                              

 The trend towards rallying around the MDGs diminishes both expectations    

 and standards by diluting Beijing's goals, she said.                       

 Through new laws, many countries recognize women's rights in divorce,      

 child custody, domestic violence and reproductive rights, but "gains made  

 in women's rights remain as fragile as the democratic institutions and     

 procedures that should give them legitimacy and protection," the 70-member 

 UNRISD team said in a release about the 336-page report.                   

 Conservative forces and coalitions still challenge international human     

 rights norms, related agendas are being weakened by terrorism, militarism  

 and war, while de-centralization has sometimes undermined the political    

 advancement of women, it said.                                             

 "What counts as progress is often a contested field in which there are     

 competing visions of 'the good society' and of women's place within it,"   

 UNRISD said.                                                               

 "The concept of progress has itself undergone revision and qualification,  

 along with the realization that the complex process of social change does  

 not follow a uniform path and offers few guaranteed outcomes. Social and   

 economic development may not always enlarge the realm of human freedom,    

 nor is the idea of 'development' always, or simply, associated with one    

 version of modernity," it added.                                                                                                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 CONFIDENCE IN RAPID TOURISM RECOVERY IN TSUNAMI-HIT REGION ‘RATHER HIGH’ –  UN                                                                         

 Overall confidence in a rapid tourism recovery in Indian Ocean countries   

 ravaged by December’s tsunami is “rather high,” the United Nations tourism 

 agency reported today, less than two weeks after it called on the world’s  

 media to help avoid a repeat of the slump in Asian tourism from the 2003   

 SARS health crisis.                                                        

 “Reconstruction and revival plans in the region are being implemented at a  quick pace,” World Tourism Organization (WTO) Secretary-General Francesco  Frangialli said. “Some travel trade representatives expressed the          

 expectation that demand will be back to normal or even be better than is   

 was before the tsunami, in the 2005/06 winter season.”                     

 At the beginning of the month Mr. Frangialli warned that saturation        

 coverage of the tragedy could lead to an “infodemic,” as happened with the 

 steep fall-off in travel, and subsequent adverse economic impact, in the   

 Asia-Pacific region during the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory        

 Syndrome (SARS), which killed 774 people and infected more than 8,000      

 worldwide, the vast majority of them in China.                                                                                                          

 But unlike SARS the tsunami, although it killed more than 200,000 people   

 and left up to five million more in need of basic services in a dozen      

 Indian Ocean nations, did not insert a generalized uncertainty into the    

 markets, undermining travel confidence.                                                                                                              

 “Travellers understand that the tsunami was a unique one-time event that   

 could also have occurred in other places, for which nobody is to blame,    

 and which is not likely to be repeated,” the report said.                                                                                             

 The study, based on air traffic and arrival data as well as a survey among 

 the travel trade in major source markets focusing on the four              

 most-affected destination countries – Indonesia, Maldives, Sri Lanka and   

 Thailand – found that charter air traffic is coming back.                                                                                              

 Tour operations from a number of long-haul markets, which were mostly      

 cancelled or ran at reduced capacity throughout January, gradually resumed 

 by the end of January and during February, albeit at lower than usual      

 capacities for this time of the year.                                                                                                                 

 In other tsunami-related news, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today  

 it had distributed educational supplies to 240,000 primary school students 

 over the past two and a half months in the Indonesian province of Aceh,    

 the area worst hit by the disaster.                                        

 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that it had         

 delivered some 6,800 tents along with basic supplies to 20 locations along 

 Aceh’s west coast and the UN International Labour Organization (ILO) is to 

 provide vocational skills to displaced children between the ages of 15 and 

 17.                                                                                                                                                    

 * * *                                                                                                                                                

 UN ENVOY ON SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON MEETS WITH EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT                                                                                

 The United Nations envoy seeking the withdrawal of some 14,000 Syrian      

 troops from Lebanon today discussed his mission with Egyptian President    

 Hosni Mubarak as he prepared for his second series of talks in a month     

 with Lebanese and Syrian leaders.                                                                                                                       

 Terje Roed-Larsen, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Envoy for the    

 implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, which calls for        

 withdrawing all foreign forces from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and   

 extending Government control over the whole country, also discussed        

 Lebanon's upcoming parliamentary elections and wider stability of the      

 region.                                                                                                                                                

 Mr. Roed-Larsen said he and President Mubarak saw eye-to-eye on the issues 

 and that they would stay in full contact.                                                                                                               

 The envoy, who will travel next to Jordan, last visited Lebanon and Syria  

 in the first half of February, his first trip in the new job he assumed in 

 January after serving as UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace  

 Process. Since then, the murder of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik    

 Hariri has increased tension in the area.                                                                                                               

 At the weekend Syrian President Bashar Al Assad offered a phased           

 withdrawal of his country's troops, which have been in Lebanon since the   

 early stages of the 1975-1990 civil war, without any timetable for         

 completion, but Mr. Annan told reporters in Spain yesterday that "full     

 withdrawal" was the key point.                                             

 "I hope he will be able to come back with a timetable," he said of his     

 envoy's latest visit.                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 ALL IRAQIS MUST JOIN POLITICAL PROCESS TO BUILD ON ELECTORAL MOMENTUM – UN  REPORT                                                                                                                                                 

 With far too many Iraqis, especially Sunni Arabs, having failed to take    

 part in recent elections, which marked an important step in the political  

 transition, it is vital that all sectors in the war-torn country be        

 brought into next stage, including writing a new constitution, according   

 to the latest United Nations report released today.                                                                                                    

 "It will be critical in the coming weeks to build upon the positive        

 momentum generated by the elections," Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in 

 the report to the Security Council, pledging full UN support in the        

 constitution-making process.                                                                                                                           

 "Failure to engage in a national dialogue and reconciliation could bring   

 strife far more damaging that the compromises necessary for reaching a     

 national consensus achieved through peaceful means," he warns.                                                                                        

 "It will be important that the new Iraqi leadership signal clearly that    

 all Iraqis will have the opportunity, and are encouraged, to participate   

 fully in the process," he adds, stressing that his Special Representative  

 in the country, Ashraf Qazi, has been meeting with all segments of society 

 for this very purpose.                                                                                                                                 

 Mr. Annan notes that there are many ways in which the UN can provide       

 specific help for the next phase of the transition, including the writing  

 of a constitution, such as facilitating dialogue to maximize inclusiveness 

 and consensus, providing technical aid, public information support and     

 coordination of international assistance.                                  

 "The United Nations has accompanied the Iraqis at every step of their      

 political transition so far. We are determined to continue to do           

 everything possible to implement our mandate under Security Council        

 resolution 1546 (2004), as circumstances permit," Mr. Annan writes of the  

 world body's mandate to promote national dialogue and consensus and        

 coordinate international aid to the country.                               

 But he notes that political progress remains at the mercy of the "serious  

 challenge" posed by continuing violence, adding: "I hope that Iraqis will  

 seize the momentum gained from the elections to enable the political       

 process to have a positive impact on the security situation."                                                                                        

 The number of UN personnel continues to be constrained by security         

 conditions "necessitating extremely well-protected living and working      

 facilities within heavily-guarded areas," he writes, putting current UN    

 Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) international staff at 64, with a      

 134-member strong guard unit from Fiji.                                                                                                               

 "Movement outside the Baghdad international zone, or similarly             

 well-protected compounds in other parts of the country, continues to be    

 extremely hazardous and therefore dependent on the protection of the       

 multinational force," he adds.                                                                                                                         

 But he also stresses that despite the fragile security environment, UNAMI, 

 which has many local staff, has been able to continue reconstruction       

 through implementing partners, including rehabilitating schools, water     

 treatment and power plants, upgrading transmission systems and with        

 housing projects, procurement and delivery of food, among a host of other  

 activities.                                                                                                                                       

 "Priority must be given to addressing the basic needs of all Iraqis," he   

 stresses. "Job creation, infrastructural improvements, institutional       

 capacity-building and effective delivery of basic services are essential   

 for making the political and security context more conducive to a          

 successful transition process. Efforts in the area must therefore be       

 intensified."                                                              

 On human rights he notes that UNAMI continues to receive from a wide       

 spectrum of sources consistent reports of excessive use of force against   

 persons and property, as well as mass arrests by both the United           

 States-led multinational force and Iraqi security forces.                  

 "The UNAMI Human Rights Office continues to work with Iraqi institutions   

 and civil society to address the legacy of both past and present           

 challenges with a view to fostering national reconciliation," he adds.     

 * * *                                                                      

 UN AGENCY PROVIDES OVER $1 MILLION TO MEDIA PROJECTS IN DEVELOPING         

 COUNTRIES                                                                                                                                              

 The United Nations cultural agency has provided more than $1 million to    

 dozens of media projects in developing countries this week, with a view to 

 helping promote the acceptance of free, pluralistic media.                 

 The eight-member Bureau of a UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural       

 Organization's (UNESCO) communications development programme met early     

 this week and voted to give $500,000 to broadcasters in the                

 tsunami-devastated Indonesian province of Aceh to get their stations back  

 up and running.                                                            

 Seventeen other projects in Asia and the Pacific, besides the grant to     

 Indonesia, received $293,000 from UNESCO's International Programme for the 

 Development of Communication (IPDC) from funds provided by voluntary       

 donors.                                                                                                                                               

 A total of $308,000 from IPDC would go to 17 projects in Latin America and 

 the Caribbean, including $45,000 for establishing community multimedia     

 centres in Haiti and Grenada.                                                                                                                        

 The IPDC granted $120,000 to six Arab media projects, including three      

 Palestinian ones. An unspecified additional amount would go to five other  

 Arab projects from "eventual funds-in-trust financing."                    

 Thirteen regional and national projects in Africa would receive $319,000,  

 three of those being efforts to monitor press freedom and freedom of       

 expression.                                                                                                                                          

 The IPDC comprises an Intergovernmental Council of 39 Member States,       

 elected by UNESCO's General Conference and scheduled to meet every two     

 years, and a Bureau of eight Member States nominated by the Council. The   

 Bureau meets annually to appraise proposals and allocate funding for media 

 projects.                                                                                                                                             

 Last year the IPDC's Bureau granted $1.84 million to 66 projects.                                                                                      

 Since its establishment in 1980, the Programme has supported over 1,000    

 projects in 137 countries.                                                                                                                              

 * * *                                                                                                                                                   

 KOSOVO'S EX-PREMIER FACES CHARGES OF MURDER, RAPE AND OTHER WAR CRIMES AT  UN TRIBUNAL                                                                                                                                          

 Kosovo's former Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj has been charged with      

 murder, rape, the forced deportation of Serb civilians and other war       

 crimes and crimes against humanity over his role in the deadly ethnic      

 fighting in 1998-99 that led the United Nations to take over the           

 administration of the province.                                                                                                                       

 The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY),      

 which sits in The Hague, today released the details of the indictment      

 against Mr. Haradinaj, who voluntarily surrendered to the ICTY earlier     

 this week after resigning as Prime Minister.                                                                                                           

 In a statement the ICTY said Mr. Haradinaj, 36, faces 17 counts of crimes  

 against humanity and 20 counts of war crimes, all connected to his role as 

 a commander of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) in the Dukagjin area. The  

 charges, which cover the period between March and September 1998, include  

 murder, rape, the deportation of civilians, unlawful detention, harassment 

 and the destruction of property.                                           

 Mr. Haradinaj, an ethnic Albanian, has been indicted alongside two of his  

 subordinates, Idriz Balaj and Lahi Brahimaj. Those two men each face 16    

 counts of crimes against humanity and 19 counts of war crimes.                                                                                       

 The indictment alleges that the three men formed a "joint criminal         

 enterprise" in early 1998 to consolidate the KLA's total control over the  

 Dukagjin area by attacking, persecuting and forcibly removing Serb         

 civilians and by violently suppressing "any real or perceived form of      

 collaboration with the Serbs by Albanian or Roma civilians."               

 While they may not have physically committed every crime for which they    

 are charged, the indictment states, they are still considered criminally   

 responsible for planning, instigating, ordering or aiding and abetting     

 their commission.                                                                                                                                      

 Mr. Haradinaj "established a system whereby individuals were targeted for  

 abduction, mistreatment and murder, and whereby a systematic attack on     

 vulnerable sections of the civilian population was carried out." He        

 "personally ordered, controlled and participated in beatings of persons"   

 and gave tacit approval "on at least one occasion" for detained persons to 

 be executed.                                                               

 The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UMIK) has been in place   

 in Kosovo since June 1999 when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization      

 (NATO) drove Yugoslav troops out of the province amid grave human rights   

 abuses in fighting between ethnic Albanians and ethnic Serbs.                                                                                          

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 THREE POPULAR FOODS MOVE CLOSER TO FULL SAFETY CERTIFICATION BY UN         

 STANDARDS BODY                                                                                                                                          

 In a move that could lead to an important increase in foreign exchange     

 earnings for Near East countries, three highly popular regional foods      

 advanced one step closer today to full international acceptance by the     

 United Nations body that sets food safety, quality and trade standards.    

 Hummos, a dip of pureed chickpeas, Tahineh, a sesame seed paste and Ful    

 Medammes, a dish of partially mashed fava beans, laced with herbs, spices  

 and oil, all moved up to step five in the eight-step process set by the    

 Codex Alimentarius Commission, a subsidiary of the UN Food and Agriculture 

 Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO).                

 The move, adopted by the Codex's regional Near East Coordinating Committee 

 in Amman, Jordan, should lead to international acceptance in about two     

 years by the full Commission, which allows consumers to purchase imported  

 foods from around the world knowing that they meet international standards 

 for safety and quality.                                                    

 "The process of setting food standards is rigorous and long," said the     

 head of the Codex Commission, Kazuaki Miyagishima. "It has to be that way  

 to ensure consumers that the food they purchase is not only safe but of    

 acceptable quality. The explosion of tourism and the increase in migration 

 of people from one country and region to another has created a growing     

 demand for good foods from around the world.                               

 "This market has a lot of potential for Near Eastern countries and the     

 Codex process ensures that these foods can be traded globally as that they 

 can be purchased and consumed with confidence," he added.                                                                                               

 Fourteen of the regional commission's 17 members attended the four-day     

 Amman meeting which ended today. The Palestine Authority was present for   

 the first time as an observer.                                                                                                                          

 * * *                                                                                                                                                   

 UN EMERGENCY TEAMS ASSESS DAMAGE IN PACIFIC ISLANDS FROM TROPICAL CYCLONE  

 PERCY                                                                      

 The devastation in several South Pacific islands from Tropical Cyclone     

 Percy has been extensive, with hospitals, schools, housing and even        

 temporary shelters having sustained damage, the United Nations Office for  

 the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.                

 The UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team, which has been   

 at work since last weekend, said that in Tokelau the Nukunonu, Atafu and   

 Fakaofo atolls have lost significant parts of their infrastructure,        

 including damage from wind and floods to seawalls, hospital facilities,    

 schools, an office building and a meeting house, while debris has          

 collected in the villages.                                                 

 Tokelauans have been cleaning up quickly so as to avoid health problems    

 and immediate needs for food, shelter and medicines have been met, OCHA    

 said.                                                                      

 In Pukapuka, 80 per cent of the housing was lost and roads were washed     

 out, UNDAC said it learned from International Red Cross and Red Crescent   

 Society representatives.                                                                                                                                

 Tokelau has received relief aid of $360,000 from New Zealand, $39,000 from 

 Australia and $50,000 from the UN Development Programme (UNDP), OCHA said. 

 * * *                                                                      

 WORLD MUST PERSUADE ISRAEL TO TEAR DOWN BARRIER ON PALESTINIAN LAND – UN   

 MEETING                                                                    

 A United Nations International Meeting on the Question of Palestine has    

 called on the international community to adopt measures to persuade Israel 

 to dismantle a separation barrier it is building on occupied Palestinian   

 territory and to make reparations for all damages caused by its            

 construction.                                                                                                                                           

 The two-day meeting, which ended yesterday in Geneva, called for Israeli   

 compliance with international law and last year’s advisory opinion by the  

 International Court of Justice (ICJ) that the construction of a wall,      

 which Israel says it is building for security reasons, is illegal where it 

 runs on occupied territory and should be torn down.                        

 The final document, read out at the closing session by Victor Camilleri,   

 Rapporteur of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of   

 the Palestinian People which convened the Meeting, expressed serious       

 concern at the continued settlement activities in the West Bank including  

 in and around East Jerusalem, and cautioned against any transfer of        

 Israeli settlers from the Gaza Strip to the West Bank.                     

 The participants voiced great dismay that continued construction of the    

 barrier further exacerbated the already deteriorating socio-economic       

 situation of the Palestinians and stressed that urgent attention by donor  

 countries and the international community was needed to redress this       

 dismal and unacceptable situation.                                                                                                                      

 They supported the continued engagement of the so-called Middle East       

 diplomatic Quartet – UN, European Union, Russia and United States – in     

 efforts to resolve the conflict and stressed that a Palestinian State      

 should be territorially contiguous along the 1967 borders, which included  

 the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip.                                                                                                      

                                                                              The Quartet has produced a Road Map plan calling on both Israel and the    

 Palestinians to take parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two states   

 living side by side in peace, originally by the end of 2005.                                                                                            

                                                                              * * *                                                                                                                                                   

 POLITICAL STRIKES CAUSE ‘STAGGERING’ LOSSES TO BANGLADESH’S ECONOMY – UN   

 REPORT                                                                                                                                                  

 Both major political parties in Bangladesh, one of the world’s poorest     

 countries, have been equally active in using national strikes, or hartals, 

 as a means of protest, costing the nation a staggering 3 per cent to 4 per 

 cent of its gross domestic product (GDP), according to a new United        

 Nations report released today.                                             

 “If Bangladesh could save the economic and social losses due to hartals,   

 the nation could aspire to match the outstanding progress being made by    

 other countries in Asia,” said Jorgen Lissner, Resident Representative of  

 the UN Development Programme (UNDP), which issued the study in Dhaka, the  

 country’s capital. “Ending the hartal culture could yield a development    

 leap for the entire nation.”                                               

 The report, entitled, “Beyond Hartals: Towards Democratic Dialogue in      

 Bangladesh,” notes that, when in opposition, political parties are usually 

 denied adequate chance to voice their views. The opposition is frequently  

 sidelined in parliament and their social mobilization activities are       

 curbed. Politicians claim that as a result, calling hartals is often their 

 only chance to raise their concerns.                                       

 Dubbing this vicious spiral as Bangladesh’s “hartal culture,” it makes     

 numerous recommendations for moving forward, including reform of           

 Parliament and the electoral and political party systems by introducing    

 such measures as “opposition” days or hours in Parliament and ensuring the 

 independence of the body’s speaker (leader).                               

 The report also recommends that Government enhance transparency by         

 establishing basic watchdog agencies such as an ombudsman, a human rights  

 commission and an effective anti-corruption commission.                    

 When a nationwide hartal is called by one of the major parties, Bangladesh 

 is forced to shut down. Shops, markets and places of work stay closed.     

 Children miss school. Buses and other means of transport are forced to     

 stay off the roads. As a result, earnings are reduced, education           

 activities obstructed and social services are difficult for ordinary       

 people to access.                                                                                                                                       

 Since the advent of democracy in 1991, the frequency of hartals has        

 increased dramatically. From 1995 to 2002 611 hartals were called,         

 compared to the period from 1947 to 1954 when there were only six.         

 “In a globalized economy with fierce competition for investment capital    

 and jobs, no country can afford continuous confrontational politics. If a  

 country is largely closed for democratic dialogue, it cannot possibly be   

 seen as open for business.” Mr. Lissner said.                              

                                                                                                                                                           Today, nearly half of Bangladesh’s 141 million people live below the       

 poverty line. The economy, with an average yearly growth rate of 5 per     

 cent, has an impressive potential for pulling millions out of poverty, he  

 added.                                                                     

 * * *                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                          OVER 100 FEARED DROWNED IN PEOPLE SMUGGLING OFF YEMEN, UN AGENCY REPORTS   

                                                                                                                                                          More than 100 people are feared to have drowned in the past week while     

 attempting to reach Yemen aboard smugglers' boats from Somalia, the latest 

 in a series of similar tragedies that have caused an untold number of      

 deaths in the past few years, the United Nations High Commissioner for     

 Refugees (UNHCR) reported today.                                           

 “UNHCR is appalled at this ongoing human tragedy,” the Geneva-based agency 

 said in a statement. “These latest deaths once again highlight the urgent  

 need for a concerted international effort to address the root causes of    

 this growing disaster.                                                     

 “Amongst the issues that need to be considered are how to deal with        

 smugglers and human traffickers, and developmental needs in countries of   

 origin, as well as how to ensure that people in need of international      

 protection do not have to resort to such desperate measures to receive the 

 help they need,” it added, urging support to help transit countries like   

 Yemen cope with the burden of receiving thousands of people every year.    

                                                                                                                                                           In the latest incidents, a vessel with 93 Somalis and Ethiopians,          

 including women and children, sank on 3 March in the Gulf of Aden after    

 developing a technical problem, according to witnesses aboard other boats  

 interviewed by UNHCR staff in Yemen. Only the crew of four are thought to  

 have survived.                                                             

                                                                                                                                                          The boat was one of six that had sailed from Bossasso, in northeastern     

 Somalia, 12 hours earlier. More than 450 passengers on the five other      

 boats were disembarked by the smugglers at the village of Bir Ali in       

 southern Yemen, then intercepted by Yemeni authorities and taken to the    

 nearby Mayfa'a reception centre, where they received medical help and food 

 before being interviewed by UNHCR.                                         

                                                                                                                                                           One of the Somalis had been so severely beaten by smugglers that he died   

 of his injuries shortly after reaching shore.                              

                                                                                                                                                           Four days later, the crew of another boat ordered the 85 passengers to     

 jump into the sea some way off the coast. Survivors told UNHCR 17 Somalis  

 and an Ethiopian drowned. Yemeni authorities recovered seven bodies. The   

 67 survivors who reached shore received emergency UNHCR aid at the Mayfa'a 

 centre, which is now struggling to cope with 535 new arrivals in less than 

 a week. Survivors told UNHCR staff 1,500 people are waiting to be smuggled 

 into Yemen from Bossasso in the coming days.                               

 Every year, thousands of Somalis and Ethiopians fleeing poverty and, in    

 Somalia's case, insecurity, including desperate refugees trying to escape  

 persecution and violence, fall prey to unscrupulous traffickers in the     

 hope of reaching Yemen, from where many seek to make their way into        

 Europe. Over 100 people were feared lost when a smugglers' boat sank in    

 the Gulf of Aden in March 2004. At least 21 others perished in a similar   

 incident in September 2003.                                                

 The agency praised Yemen as an exception amongst the Gulf countries in     

 having signed the 1951 Refugee Convention. “Despite its own economic       

 constraints, it has been extremely generous in its handling of migrants    

 and refugees alike,” it said. There are some 47,000 Somalis registered     

 with UNHCR in Yemen, although the authorities estimate that hundreds of    

 thousands more are on their territory.                                     

                                                                                                                                                           * * *                                                                      

                                                                             MORE MUST BE DONE TO AVOID MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA – UN       

 EXPERT                                                                     

 While commendable initiatives have been adopted in Nigeria by both the     

 state and civil society to promote dialogue between Muslims and            

 Christians, more efforts must be made to avoid further violence, according 

 to a United Nations expert on of religion.                                 

 “While the Government of Nigeria has always demonstrated a high respect    

 for the right to freedom of religion, tensions and lack of understanding   

 between the two major religions of the country have led to a number of     

 instances of violence and religious intolerance,” the UN Commission on     

 Human Rights Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Asma     

 Jahangir, said in a statement yesterday after a one-week visit.            

 “A number of cases of religious discrimination and intimidation have been  

 brought to the attention of the Special Rapporteur by both Muslims and     

 Christians. In addition, lack of respect for traditional religions has     

 been reported, which may result in a denial of their participation in      

 mainstream national policies,” she added.                                  

                                                                                                                                                           While she said she was “positively impressed by the peaceful and           

 harmonious coexistence of different religions and ethnicities, which in    

 many ways is the strength of Nigeria,” Ms. Jahangir noted that             

 newly-adopted legal systems based on religion and applicable to members of 

 the corresponding religious community may raise human rights concerns,     

 including vis-à-vis women and other coexisting religious groups.           

                                                                                                                                                           During her mission, she met with President Olusegun Obasanjo and other     

 Government officials as well as with representatives of civil society,     

 including members of different religious communities and she expressed her 

 gratitude to the Government for its cooperation throughout her visit.      

 * * *                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                           UN GOODWILL AMBASSADOR JOLIE LAUNCHES CENTRE FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN IN US    

 Thousands of children fleeing persecution around the world and arriving    

 alone in the United States will now have better access to free legal       

 counsel, thanks to a new national centre launched by United Nations        

 Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie.                                        

 “The point of all this is, when children cross into this country alone and 

 they're scared, we must hear them out before we make the choice to either  

 allow them asylum in our country or send them away,” said the film star, a 

 Goodwill Ambassador for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), who 

 donated $500,000 to the centre.                                            

 “It is unethical to not listen to these children. Because without legal    

 representation we are sending children to court to represent themselves in 

 a language that most of them don't understand. And expecting them to       

 recall accounts so frightening and humiliating, they wouldn't want to tell 

 anyone, let alone a room full of strangers,” she added.                    

 The National Center for Refugee and Immigrant Children, in Washington, is  

 being run in partnership with the US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 

 and the American Immigration Lawyers Association. The key to its success   

 is the commitment of large law firms throughout the US to provide pro bono 

 services in their communities.                                             

 Every year more than 5,000 children from around the world arrive in the US 

 unaccompanied. Many are asylum seekers who fled armed conflict and human   

 rights abuses in their homelands, including forced recruitment as child    

 soldiers, forced prostitution and servitude, sexual slavery and            

 exploitation, child labour, abuse of street children, child brides and     

 female genital mutilation.                                                                                                                            

A number of them are apprehended immediately at airports or land borders   

 as they lack proper documentation. Others are detained after crossing the  

 border illegally. Many are trafficked into the US to work in sweatshops or 

 prostitution rings.                                                        

 They often go through complex immigration court proceedings alone, without 

 lawyers. The Unaccompanied Alien Child Protection Act of 2005 offers       

 systemic reform in the treatment of these children, with greater emphasis  

 on ensuring pro bono lawyers, and the centre will support the bill by      

 seeking lawyers willing to donate their time to help children access       

 asylum and other forms of humanitarian protection.                         

 * * *                                                                      

 -------------------------------------                                      
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

**SG Address on Terrorism
Terrorism is a direct attack on the core values of the United Nations, and the UN must be at the forefront in fighting it, the Secretary-General told the International Summit on Democracy, Terrorism and Security in Madrid just a short while ago.  

He set out the main elements of a principled, comprehensive strategy against terrorism, outlined by his High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.  He highlighted the need to dissuade disaffected groups from terrorism; to deny terrorists the means to carry out attacks; to deter States from supporting terrorists; to develop State capacity to fight terrorism; and to defend human rights during that fight.

The Secretary-General noted that the Panel called for a definition of terrorism, which would make it clear that any action constitutes terrorism if it is intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants with the purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government or organization into action.  He said, “I believe this proposal has clear moral force, and I strongly urge world leaders to unite behind it.”

He said that we must respect and listen to the victims of terrorism around the world and do what we can to help them, and to spare others from meeting their fate. 

We have copies of this speech and an accompanying press release upstairs.

Before he addressed the closing plenary, the Secretary-General this morning met with a group of organizations representing victims of terror, accompanied by King Juan Carlos of Spain and former Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso.  The Summit is being held a year after the terrorist bombings that took place last March 11th in Madrid.

The Secretary-General is meeting with other leaders attending today’s Summit this afternoon, including the President of Portugal, the Prime Minister of Norway and the Foreign Minister of Germany.

**Lebanon
The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the implementation of resolution 1559, Terje Roed-Larsen, met today in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, to exchange views on the implementation of Security Council resolution 1559.  They discussed the withdrawal of Syrian troops and intelligence from Lebanon.

Other subjects of conversation included the upcoming parliamentary elections in Lebanon, the militias operating in Lebanon and the wider stability of the region.  Following the meeting, Roed-Larsen stated that the President and himself saw eye-to-eye on the issues and that they would stay in full contact.

Roed-Larsen thanked the Government of Egypt for the constructive role it is playing in safeguarding the stability of the region.  He will travel next to Jordan.

The Secretary-General, in response to a question from a reporter in Madrid yesterday, said that he hopes to have a sense of how quickly a withdrawal can take place when Roed-Larsen reports back to him.  He added, “I hope he will be able to come back with a timetable.”

**Iraq
The outcome of Iraq’s January elections offers a new opportunity for Iraqis to cast off the legacy of war and dictatorship and build the foundations for a democratic and prosperous country, the Secretary-General says in his latest report to the Security Council on Iraq, which is out on the web site today.

Yet elections, he adds, are but a first step for achieving these goals.  The key to a successful transition is that it be as inclusive, participatory and transparent as possible.  This means creating a sustainable political process that all Iraqis feel they have a stake in.

The report says that failure to engage now in national dialogue and reconciliation could bring strife far more damaging than the compromises necessary for reaching a national consensus achieved through peaceful means.  The Secretary-General says that full Iraqi ownership of the constitution-making process will be particularly important.  Special Representative Ashraf Qazi is already consulting with a wide range of Iraqi representatives to promote dialogue and consensus-building in support of the political transition, including the writing of the constitution.

Meanwhile, the report says, the United Nations is equally committed to assisting the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq in the preparations for the national referendum on the constitution and the elections that are to follow.  Mr. Qazi is scheduled to brief the Security Council on this report on the 16th, next week.

**Security Council
Today in the Security Council, at 3 p.m., the Council is scheduled to hold consultations on Sudan with a view to holding a formal meeting afterwards.  A draft resolution has been turned into “blue” -- which is the form that it can be voted on.

**Sudan
And in continued reports of incidents illustrating the state of insecurity from Darfur, the UN mission today said that a humanitarian convoy was ambushed by armed tribesmen on camels on a road in south Darfur.  The attack caused one of the vehicles to lose control and overturn.  It was the second incident on the same road in two days.

**Security Council/New MONUC Commander
And in a letter to the Secretary-General today, the Security Council has noted the Secretary-General’s intention to appoint Lieutenant-General Babacar Gaye of Senegal as the new Force Commander for UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC).  

**Ethiopia-Eritrea
Also out as a Security Council document today is the Secretary-General’s report on Ethiopia and Eritrea.  In it, the Secretary-General says the Security Council may find it opportune to reaffirm and demonstrate its commitment to support the peace process, including demarcation of the boundary, by returning to Ethiopia and Eritrea.  He recommends the timing of such a mission to be no later than this summer.  The Council is scheduled to discuss the report tomorrow afternoon in consultations.

**Yemen Refugees
The UN refugee agency, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, fears that more than 100 people may have died at sea in the past week while attempting to reach Yemen aboard smugglers' boats from Somalia.

In one of the incidents, a vessel carrying 93 passengers sank on 3 March in the Gulf of Aden after developing a technical problem, according to witnesses.  UNHCR commented on the events, saying that these deaths highlight the urgent need for a concerted international effort to deal with human traffickers and address the root causes that push people to take such risks.  We have more on this in a press release.

**Afghanistan
And from Afghanistan, the mission there and the Environment Programme are saying that they’re supporting an initiative to clean up the Kabul riverbed to prepare for potential flooding, as the snow melts in the country.  The cleaning of the riverbed, which is being carried out by the municipality of Kabul, will also reduce water pollution, given the amount of garbage and silt that is there.

Meanwhile, UN assessment teams have been deployed in various provinces to deal with questions of flood preparedness, as the snows melt following an unusually severe winter.  We have more details in the briefing notes from Kabul.

**Tsunami Relief
Turning to tsunami relief activities in Aceh, Indonesia, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) says it has distributed educational supplies to some 240,000 primary school students over the past two and a half months.  And UNHCR says it has delivered close to 7,000 tents to some 20 locations along Aceh’s west coast.  For its part, the International Labour Organization is helping to provide vocational skills to displaced children between the ages of 15 and 17. 

And in other news, the UN’s tourism agency reports that, due to reconstruction throughout the Indian Ocean region, tourist arrivals for next winter might even exceed pre-tsunami figures.  We have more information on these items in the office upstairs.

**Cyclone Percy
We told you last week that the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) was sending emergency teams to the Cook Islands and Tokelau, in the Pacific Ocean, to assess damage from tropical cyclone Percy.  The teams have now arrived, with their first stop being Samoa, for consultations with the UN team there.  We have a press release on that.

**Book Launch
Shashi Tharoor, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, will launch “The Turbulent Decade”, a new book by Sadako Ogata, the former UN High Commissioner for Refugees, in Conference Room 8, at 1 this afternoon.  Following the discussion, Mrs. Ogata will sign copies of her book at the UN Bookshop, from 2:00 until 3:00.

**Press Conferences
At 12:30 here, Vice-President José Miguel Insulza of Chile, Nobel Peace Laureate and Foreign Minister of Timor-Leste José Ramos-Horta, and Mark Malloch Brown, in his capacity as Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), will brief on “The state of democracy in the world”, which is the theme of the Community of Democracies seminar taking place today at UN Headquarters in Conference Room 1.

Tomorrow, at 12:30, William Kalema, Chairman of the Board of the Uganda Investment Authority, and Baroness Valerie Amos, representing Prime Minister Tony Blair, will brief on the final report of the Commission for Africa.  You will recall that the Commission was launched by Mr. Blair in February 2004 to take a fresh and independent look at the challenges facing Africa, and the role of the international community in helping Africa meet them.

**Philippe Bolopion
Finally, we have some positive news from our resident press corps.  We have learned that Philippe Bolopion of Radio France International is now a proud father of a healthy baby girl.  Congratulations to Philippe and his family.

That’s what I have for you.  Mark Malloch Brown and company will be here at 12:30 for their press conference.  Do you have any questions for me?  

**Questions and Answers
Question:  What’s the official position of the SG on Hezbollah, is it a party, is it still a terrorist..? 

Associate Spokesperson:  As you know, the only list the United Nations currently has, in terms of organizations against which there are sanctions, is the one on Al-Qaida, and that’s the Al-Qaida Committee’s sanctions list.  I believe the new secretariat and the Committee on Counter-Terrorism may also possibly be coming up with a list.  But as of now, the only list we have is the comprehensive list of individuals and organizations linked with Al-Qaida and the Taliban.  And Hezbollah is not on that list.

Question:  Marie, would you have any response to an article in today’s Washington Post that US Secretary of State informed the SG on March 7th that the US is withdrawing from the Optional Protocol to the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations?

Associate Spokesperson:  I saw the news report.  I checked upstairs whether we had received the letter, and as of now, we have not.

Question:  Marie, would Mr. Qazi be interested in meeting the press here after he briefs the Security Council?

Associate Spokesperson:  We are working on that.  As I said, he will be briefing the Council next week on this report.  We’re trying to set up a press opportunity with you.

If there are no other questions for me, have a good afternoon.




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Reuters: AFGHANISTAN: Floods expected following harsh winter


Nature: Climatologists seek clear view of Asia’s smog


Sun Star: Women in the environmental movement


The Jakarta Post: SUMMIT TO DISCUSS POST-TSUNAMI ISSUES


IslamOnline.net: Regional Summit Reviews Post-Tsunami Development


Borneo Bulletin: Somalia calls for investigation of suspicious waste


Africa News: Nigeria; Basel Convention, UNEP Fight Coastal Pollution


Le Soleil (Senegal): PARTENARIAT : Un projet pour appuyer le droit de l’environnement


LeFaso.net: Electricité : Un projet sud-africain pour alimenter toute l’Afrique à partir du fleuve Congo





Cabinet de S.A.S. Le Prince De Monaco (Communiqué de Presse): Remise de décoration par S.A.S. le Prince Héréditaire Albert à l'Ambassade de Monaco à Paris


Fiji Times: Letters to  the editor (DR MAHENDRA KUMAR, UNEP)
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