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Pakistan News

Pakistan's K2 2004 - Italians Return for Scientific & Mountaineering Expedition

ITALY: March 10, 2004 (Montagna.org) - At 6.00 pm on July 31, 1954, Lino Lacedelli and Achille Compagnoni became the first people to reach the summit of K2, the second highest mountain in the world (8,611m asl). Now, 50 years after the first successful ascent, Italians are returning to the Karakoram to celebrate that memorable moment with a new expedition titled “K2 2004 - 50 years later”. The expedition intends not only to repeat the historic endeavour, but also aims to reinterpret the values and challenges of the original adventure. 
The ambitious and multifaceted project, coordinated by the Ev-K²-CNR Committee, is entrusted to a team of highly professional mountaineers including Alpine Guides and members of the Alpine Rescue Team, the Italian Alpine Academic Club (CAAI) and other elite climbing associations from all of Italy’s mountain regions. Technical and scientific teams will complete the group, reaching a grand total of nearly 100 people, to be led by Himalayan expert, experienced expedition leader and remote area scientific research coordinator, Agostino Da Polenza. 

The mountaineering expedition 

The mountaineering program includes an ascent of K2 by the Abruzzi Spur on the South face from Pakistan (the route used in 1954), and a simultaneous summit along the North Ridge from China. Prior to that but in the same season, the climbers will have first ascended Mt. Everest along the NE ridge from the Tibet Autonomous Region in China. 

Unlike during the 1954 expedition, the 2004 team will include climbers from all over Italy, not just from the Alps, and two female climbers, nowadays a common reality in most important expeditions. 

Agostino Da Polenza, on his fourth expedition to K2 as both mountaineer and expedition leader, will lead the team made up of: 

-Alpine Guides from the Aosta Valley,

-“Ragni della Grignetta” elite climbing group,

-Alpine Guides and professional climbers from the Italian regions of Piedmont, Lombardy, Veneto, Abruzzo and Lazio. 

The scientific expedition 
The double ascent of K2 will be preceded by a scientific expedition to Everest, in a concluding salute to another Golden Jubilee: the 1953 summit of the world’s highest mountain by Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay Sherpa. 

The team made up of climbers, technicians and scientists will leave Italy on April 7 and will attempt to summit Everest along the North-West Ridge as part of a series of physiological tests on physical and psychological reactions in extreme environments. 

Expedition research on physiology, geodesy, glaciology, environmental sciences and eco-compatibility is coordinated and financed by the National Institute for Scientific and Technological Research on Mountains, INRM, and will also be carried out on K2. Italy aims in this way to “conquer” a new summit in the field of science, in the wake of the great Italian tradition begun by Ardito Desio continued today within the excellence of the Ev-K²-CNR Project. 

This commitment also ideally corroborates the aims of the 1954 expedition, when for two months following the climbers’ return to Italy, Prof. Desio and his collaborators stayed on to complete their research on the Karakoram Valleys begun in 1953. The vast amount of scientific data accumulated then still today represents an important point of reference for researchers world-wide. 

Central Karakoram National Park and the Siachen Peace Park 

“K2 2004” should not be seen as just a mountaineering and scientific project, its aims including also important humanitarian and environmental programs, for example the implementation of protected area management and environmental research around K2, in collaboration with IUCN (the World Conservation Union) and UNEP (United Nations Environmental Programme). The Central Karakoram National Park around K2 was in fact instated by the Pakistani Government in 1993 but has yet to be implemented. “With your assistance, the 50th anniversary will be a good opportunity to make it into a reality,” Javid Zafar, Secretary of the Pakistan Ministry of Environment, recently said. 

The aim of these initiatives is also to aid in stimulating the declaration of a Peace Park on the Siachen glacier. The Ev-K²-CNR Committee has now invested months in networking organisations and international institutions to promote peace in the mountain regions around K2, where a disastrous conflict between India and Pakistan has been waged for decades. The Minister of Agricultural and Forestry Policies and honorary expedition leader, Hon. Gianni Alemanno, will lead the initiative in collaboration with Italy’s Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Together with the Italian Parliamentary Group “Friends of the Mountains”, an awareness raising campaign and actions to help promote dialogue in favour of the Peace Park has also been launched. 

A medical dispensary 
The “K2 2004” project in Pakistan began precisely one year before the anniversary of the summiting of the world’s second 8000 m peak with the inauguration of a medical dispensary in Askole, the last inhabited village along the route towards K2. The only health post in the Baltoro valley, the dispensary concept was elaborated following the 1996 expedition led by Agostino Da Polenza, when he and his team of climbers conceived this humble tribute to commemorate the death of the their companion Lorenzo Mazzoleni of the “Ragni di Lecco”. Mazzoleni fell from the western face of the mountain on his night-time descent from the summit on July 29, 7 years ago. 

A Karakorum Museum in Skardu 

On July 31 in Skardu, the capital of Baltistan in Pakistan’s Northern Areas, a museum named “Italy K2 – 50 years of Italian successes” will be inaugurated, as an outcome of the concept elaborated by the doyen of mountain journalism, Rolly Marchi. 

The museum will host a photographic history of the successful first climb of K2 and equipment used during the 1954 expedition will be put on display. The exhibit will also include reference to other Italian successes over the past 50 years, including images, documentation, products and memorabilia of 50 companies or individuals that have contributed to Italian popularity worldwide since the ascent of K2. 

Media and communications 
Media involvement has not been left out of this rich program. Live televised broadcasts of the expeditions will be carried out by a specialised communications team and daily on-line reports will be sent directly from K2. 

RAI, the Italian TV, and RCS, editorial group, join the climbing team 

Both are partners of the “K2 2004 – 50 years later” project. RAI will be actively involved, dedicating a series of live broadcasts and TV specials to the event, culminating in a live special on the summit attempt. RCS will facilitate communication through its two national newspapers, Corriere della Sera and Gazzetta dello Sport. 

Historical precedents 
The summiting of K2 in 1954 was the culminating event of a project begun years prior by Ardito Desio, with the exceptional support of the Italian Alpine Club, the Italian National Research Council, the National Olympic Committee and the then Prime Minister Alcide De Gasperi. The summit of K2 can in fact be seen as the crowning glory of an Italian dream started years earlier, as far back as the beginning of the last century, when the first Italian effort to climb K2 was made 1909 by the Duke of the Abruzzi who repeatedly and unsuccessfully made attempts at the summit for an entire month. 

20 years later, another Italian expedition set out for K2 with a new mountaineering and scientific agenda. Avoiding the possibility of a failed summit attempt, as potentially clamorous and tragic as that of Gen. Umberto Nobile and his trans-Arctic airship Italia earlier that same year, the scientific research became the real goal of the expedition. Ardito Desio took part in that expedition led by Aimone di Savoia, Duke of Spoleto. 

Desio, involved in repeated rapid surveys on the glaciers, accompanied by an exploration team of scientists and mountaineers, later stated: “The sight of K2 was unforgettable, leaving a deep impression on my spirit and an indelible memory, full of desires and propositions.” These intentions would resurface 25 years later to be topped off by the success that put the Italian expedition in the limelight of the world. 

Continuously updated information on “K2 2004 – 50 years later” can be found on http://www.montagna.org/K2-2004/ 

The End.

El Diario

Problemas ambientales en America Latina


En los últimos 30 años el deterioro ambiental en Latinoamérica ha empeorado, situación que se vuelve visible en áreas críticas como en la pérdida de bosques y biodiversidad, la degradación del suelo y el agua, la contaminación urbana, el alto grado de vulnerabilidad del hombre frente a los cambios ambientales, y el impacto que todos estos factores tienen sobre la población regional.
El director Regional del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma), el cubano Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, afirmó días atrás que, pese a lo expuesto “el mayor problema ambiental que afecta a América Latina es la pobreza”.
Un continente que tiene el 44 por ciento de su población bajo la pobreza, alrededor de 225 millones de seres humanos, requiere de un “enorme esfuerzo para su desarrollo en un escenario internacional donde el comercio sea menos asimétrico. Estamos en un momento complicado a pesar de lo cual, América Latina tiene todas las posibilidades reales para el despegue”, precisó Sánchez Sosa. 
Bajo la atenta mirada del titular de la Secretaria de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable de la Nación, Atilio Savino, el funcionario internacional agregó que la región “ya ha pagado la enorme deuda externa a pesar de lo cual debe más de lo que debía inicialmente por esa perversa manera en que funcionan las finanzas internacionales”.
La presentación del trabajo desarrollado por el mencionado Programa sobre el medio ambiente latinoamericano, que se realizó en la sede de la Secretaría de Ambiente y contó con la presencia de representantes de todos los sectores, sirvió de base para el lanzamiento de un próximo trabajo sobre las perspectivas ambientales en la Argentina.
“América Latina en los últimos años emitió más recursos al exterior por pagos de la deuda que los que fueron invertidos en la región por ese período”, enfatizó Sánchez Sosa.
“Si ese dinero se invirtiera en nuestro continente —añadió—, podríamos marchar de forma acelerada hacia el desarrollo sostenible, la erradicación de la pobreza y la producción de un valor agregado que crearía más puestos de trabajo calificados”, argumentó el diplomático . 
Por su parte, el presidente del Consejo Federal del Medio Ambiente (Cofrema) y titular de la Secretaría de Ambiente de la provincia de Santa Cruz, Francisco Anglesio, coincidió con el funcionario internacional al asegurar que “la gran deuda externa argentina presiona permanentemente sobre nuestro recursos naturales”. 
“En un país que tiene un proceso de desertificación muy importante y donde el cambio climático nos va a afectar fuertemente, debemos instrumentar rápido políticas adecuadas para ir solucionando todos estos lineamientos y yo creo que el proyecto GEO Argentina nos va a otorgar una herramienta válida para estas políticas”, destacó. 
Anglesio aseguró que “desde el Consejo Federal, tenemos como plena intención la participación activa y ejecutiva en las políticas de la Secretaría, con participación permanente y con un cambio de mentalidad desde los actores de las regiones y desde cada una de las provincias”. 
El informe ambiental sobre América Latina, que abarca un período que va desde la Conferencia Medio Ambiental de Estocolmo, en 1972, hasta la actualidad, destacó que el deterioro ambiental en la región “ha empeorado en los pasados 30 años”. 
“Esta situación es visible en áreas críticas como en la pérdida de bosques y biodiversidad, la degradación del suelo y el agua, la contaminación urbana, el alto grado de vulnerabilidad del hombre frente a los cambios ambientales, y el impacto que todos estos factores tienen sobre la población regional”, según el análisis de los expertos internacionales. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________El Tribuno

225 millones de personas son pobres
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Para Naciones Unidas, América Latina paga más por la deuda externa que lo se gastó en inversiones.
Por Alejandro San Martín de Télam

El Director Regional del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), el cubano Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, afirmó que "el mayor problema ambiental que afecta a América Latina es la pobreza".

Un continente que tiene el 44 por ciento de su población bajo la pobreza, alrededor de 225 millones de seres humanos, requiere de un "enorme esfuerzo para su desarrollo en un escenario internacional donde el comercio sea menos asimétrico. Estamos en un momento complicado a pesar de lo cual, América Latina tiene todas las posibilidades reales para el despegue", precisó Sánchez Sosa.

Bajo la atenta mirada del titular de la Secretaria de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable de la Nación, Atilio Savino, el funcionario internacional agregó que la región "ya ha pagado la enorme deuda externa a pesar de lo cual debe más de lo que debía inicialmente por esa perversa manera en que funcionan las finanzas internacionales".

La presentación del trabajo desarrollado por el PNUMA sobre el medio ambiente latinoamericano, que se realizó en la sede de la Secretaría de Ambiente y contó con la presencia de representantes de todos los sectores, sirvió de base para el lanzamiento de un próximo trabajo sobre las perspectivas ambientales en Argentina.

América Latina en los últimos años emitió más recursos al exterior por pagos de la deuda que los que fueron invertidos en la región por ese período", enfatizó Sánchez Sosa.

"Si ese dinero se invirtiera en nuestro continente -añadió-, podríamos marchar de forma acelerada hacia el desarrollo sostenible, la erradicación de la pobreza y la producción de un valor agregado que crearía más puestos de trabajo calificados", argumentó el diplomático .

El presidente del Consejo Federal del Medio Ambiente (COFEMA) y titular de la Secretaría de Ambiente de la provincia de Santa Cruz, Francisco Anglesio, coincidió con el funcionario internacional al asegurar que "la gran deuda externa argentina presiona permanentemente sobre nuestro recursos naturales".

"En un país que tiene un proceso de desertificación muy importante y donde el cambio climático nos va a afectar fuertemente, debemos instrumentar rápido políticas adecuadas para ir solucionando todos estos lineamientos y yo creo que el proyecto GEO Argentina nos va a otorgar una herramienta válida para estas políticas", destacó.

Anglesio aseguró que "desde el COFEMA, tenemos como plena intención la participación activa y ejecutiva en las políticas de la Secretaría, con participación permanente y con un cambio de mentalidad desde los actores de las regiones y desde cada una de las provincias".

El informe ambiental sobre América Latina, que abarca un período que va desde la Conferencia Medio Ambiental de Estocolmo, en 1972, hasta la actualidad, destacó que el deterioro ambiental en la región "ha empeorado en los pasados 30 años".

"Esta situación es visible en áreas críticas como en la pérdida de bosques y biodiversidad, la degradación del suelo y el agua, la contaminación urbana, el alto grado de vulnerabilidad del hombre frente a los cambios ambientales, y el impacto que todos estos factores tienen sobre la población regional", según el análisis de los expertos internacionales. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Scientists Blast Bush Plan to Import More Endangered Species 
By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, March 10, 2004 (ENS) - More than 350 scientists from the international conservation community are urging President George W. Bush to withdraw his administration's proposal to allow U.S. hunters and businesses to capture, kill and import some endangered species from foreign countries. 

The proposal "poses a significant threat to the very species it is designed to benefit," according to the letter the scientists sent to the administration. 

World famous primatologist Jane Goodall, and esteemed zoologists and authors Dr. Edward O. Wilson and Dr. George Schaller were among the 359 signers of the letter, which questions both the structure and science behind the President's policy. 

The proposal, which would alter the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), was announced by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in September 2003. 

U.S. residents and businesses are currently not permitted to capture, kill or import foreign species that have been listed under the act. [image: image5.jpg]



President George W. Bush wants to change the Endangered Species Act to ease regulations of trade in foreign endangered species. (Photo courtesy the White House)
In its proposal, the Fish and Wildlife Service wrote that it now believes "there could be a greater conservation benefit by providing for the import and export of carefully selected ESA listed foreign species, or their parts and products, that are obtained from captive breeding programs or well managed conservation programs that limit removal from the wild and further promote and advance the conservation of the species within range countries." 

The Bush administration says the policy reflects the recognition that allowing Americans to take a fixed number of endangered species can fuel and fund conservation efforts for these species in foreign countries. 

Officials contend the Endangered Species Act and existing regulations provide full authority for issuance of these permits, but the federal government has chosen not to issue them in the past. 

The administration's proposals would allow permits for Asian elephants, which are in high demand by circuses and zoos, as well as a valuable aquarium fish from Asia, a South American freshwater crocodile, an endangered goat found in Pakistan and an endangered Amazonian parrot. 

But it also leaves decisions on permits for any ESA species up to the Interior Secretary if the import is "reasonably likely" to have a net conservation benefit for the species. 

In their letter, the scientists raise the concern that the rule "would apply, without limitation, to any of the more than 550 foreign species currently protected by the ESA." 

It questions the lack of enforcement standards in the proposal as well as its failure to account for the illegal trade and poaching that invariably accompanies increased legal trade in endangered animals. 

Endangered Asian elephants bathe in a Sri Lankan stream. (Photo courtesy Galen Frysinger)
"As scientists and wildlife professionals, we recognize the intuitive appeal of sustainable use as a source of much-needed conservation funding, particularly in less developed countries," the scientists write. "However, experience has taught us that the narrow circumstances in which such programs can actually benefit species are extremely narrow." 

"The history of negative outcomes from such programs counsels strongly against extractive use as a conservation tool for species already in danger of extinction." 

The administration's plan does not define standards by which proposed conservation programs will be evaluated, the scientists say, nor does it identify monitoring mechanisms. 

Without these elements, the neither the Fish and Wildlife Service nor the scientific community can "reliably assess the impacts of proposed conservation programs," according to the letter. 

Jeff Corwin, a biologist and host of the popular "Jeff Corwin Experience" - a television program shown on the cable channel Animal Planet - signed the letter and said the Bush administration's claim that the proposal would benefit conservation efforts is unfounded. 

"In reality they pose a threat to endangered species," Corwin said. "These creatures are hanging on by a thread. Without credible enforcement and verification mechanisms, sustainable use programs could easily drive them to extinction." 

The comment period for the proposal ended Tuesday - the Fish and Wildlife Service will review the comments before issuing a revised or final rule.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

NZ News

Scientist hails decision to approve GE crop in Britain 

10.03.2004
3.00pm 

A visiting scientist says science has been the winner in a decision overnight by the British Government to permit the growing of that country's first commercial genetically engineered (GE) crop. 

Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett told the British Parliament today that GE maize would be allowed to be planted, but under strict conditions. 

British Professor Joe Perry -- currently a visiting Erskine Fellow at the University of Canterbury -- led research into the safety of the GE maize. Science seemed to have been the guiding light in the decision to allow the planting, he told NZPA today. 

"I'm pleased the Minister mentioned she was following the evidence-based approach. I think the Government were in a difficult position because there's no doubt public opinion is largely against the growing of GE crops. 

"In order to ban GE crops the Government needs evidence of harm to human health and the environment, and as Margaret Beckett pointed out there isn't any tangible evidence of that for the maize." 

That evidence came partly from Prof Perry's research. Last week a paper was published in the journal Nature which showed concerns raised over his original experiments with maize were "unfounded". 

The initial tests involved a crop sprayed with a now-banned herbicide. Prof Perry said the withdrawal of the herbicide had lead to a reduced benefit from the GE crop, "but a relative benefit to growing the maize." 

GE maize grown in Britain -- from spring 2005 at the earliest -- would be for animal consumption only, but some critics have voiced fears it could be indirectly absorbed by humans through cow's milk. 

Ms Beckett told parliament: "There is no scientific case for a blanket approval of all uses" of GE crops. 

"But equally, there is no scientific case for a blanket ban on the use of GM," she said. 

Prof Perry said ecologists were neither pro nor anti GE crops, "but we do care passionately about the science and about the fact we have to do a good job." 

He added in a controversial area such as GE there were fixed agendas and strong passions which tended to blind people to the results of unbiased research. That would make convincing people of the safety of GE crops extremely difficult. 

"When we are reporting what we consider to be the truth and reporting as accurately as we can, if that happens to go against what some people want to hear, then it's very difficult to get that message across to the public. 

"Those who are anti in particular have very ready access to the media and are very good at putting their point of view across. 

"In fact, I think they're probably better than industry is at putting its view across. It sometimes seems to me that industry has been slightly naive and amateurish in its public relations over the past three or four years." 

The British Medical Association, which represents the majority of the nation's doctors, said GE foods were highly unlikely to cause harmful health effects. 

It called for an end to the "hysteria" surrounding the issue, adding that more research was needed "to allay public concern". 

Ms Beckett said licences to grow GE maize would expire in October 2006, and that anyone wishing to renew such permission would have to carry out scientific analysis during cultivation. 

Farmers wishing to grow GE maize would also have to comply with a code of practice and meet rules on "coexistence" with other growers nearby, who feared contamination of their non-GE crops. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS - Chinese Meteorologists Warn of Climate Catastrophes 
BEIJING, China, March 8, 2004 (ENS) - Some of China's top meteorologists are warning of climate change "catastrophes" that could bring widespread flooding, persistent droughts and sea level rises to China and the rest of the world. 

In a seminar focused on strategic countermeasures to deal with climate change, the scientists responded to a report last month by the U.S. Defense Department warning that climate wars could be on the horizon as nations contend for scarce water supplies and environmental refugees are swept across the globe by events beyond their control. 

"To secure China's voice in world environmental diplomacy regarding adverse climate changes, China must be well prepared with related strategies, programs and projects if a climate war is to occur as some foreign experts have predicted," the meteorologists were quoted by the state run "China Daily" as saying on Thursday. 

The scientists urged the Chinese government to fund development of a supercomputer forecasting model as a way to predict adverse impacts on the economy and society that might be brought by climate change and build China's capacity to deal with it 

"Only by building a capability against climate changes can China know how deal with the worst threat of catastrophic climate change like global warming that may occur in the next 20 to 30 years and become a menace to food, water, energy and environmental security," the newspaper quoted Ye Duzheng as saying. Ye is a senior academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

Other scientists also urged an increase in funds for climate change research. They urged the government to launch China's Climate Observation System to obtain first hand data for climate change research. 

* * *

Mau Forest Indigenous People Under Pressure 
NAIROBI, Kenya, March 8, 2004 (ENS) - A scramble for the resources of the Mau forest in western Kenya is displacing indigenous people who have a constitutional right to own homes there. Drought conditions together with logging of the forest is drying up streams that feed into Lake Nakuru. 

Late last month two politicians were killed, a woman was wounded and hundreds of people were driven from a site in the Ogiek ancestral forest in western Kenya along the Uganda border, where 200 of their houses were burned to the ground. 

The Ogiek, an indigenous people living in Kenya's Mau Forest, are fighting to remain in their ancestral homeland. The former government of Kenya tried to force them out of the forests, supposedly to protect the environment, but did set aside some land for them. The Ogiek say they are not an environmental threat, they have been "the guardians of these forests since time immemorial." 

The attackers, from the Pok ethnic group of the Sabaot tribe, grabbed land at Chepyuk given to the Ogiek by the previous government under President Daniel Arap Moi, the Ogiek say. 

None of the attackers was arrested, but 30 Ogiek jailed. The local Member of Parliament John Bomet Serut, a Sabaot, refused to permit the government's General Service Unit to restore order, because he claimed that this paramilitary unit itself would worsen the situation by torturing people. 

Local donations to the displaced Ogiek were frustrated by the administration of the area, the Ogiek say, and they are appealing for legal aid funding, food, shelter, medical treatment in prison, and a vehicle to patrol their land, as well as health and education facilities. 

The ongoing destruction of the Mau catchment area by logging is the underlying problem. The Indigenous Peoples Land Commission of Kenya said the fight over the forest is threatening the survival of at least three million people. 

Returning from an extensive tour of the Mau forest last month, commission officials, led by chairman Charles Sena, told reporters that the livelihood of Ogiek and Maasai indigenous communities is at risk. 

Tourism in the Maasai Mara Game Reserve and the Mara-Serengeti ecosystem could suffer, the "East African Standard" newspaper reported February 25. 

Forests remain on less than two percent of Kenya’s land, and they are essential for water conservation in this drought prone country. They are home to indigenous peoples that live by hunting animals and gathering food plants, herbs, and honey within the forests. 

The Ogiek gather wild plants for food and medicine, and collect honey from beehives that they make from hollow logs and place in the high branches of the forest trees. 

On July 6, 2001 the Moi government announced that it had banned logging in the Mau forest, but the logging is continuing, despite some official attempts to stop it. On February 4, police and Kenya Wildlife Service personnel confiscated 30 tons of timber and logging equipment in Nakuru. 

Environmental groups in Kenya and around the world have been warning for years that logging in the Mau forest will have a devastating impact on water quality and level in Lake Nakuru, inhabited by the world's largest concentration of flamingoes and protected under the Ramsar Convention. The lake is Kenya's second most visited tourist site. 

Today Lake Nakuru National Park Chief Warden Joseph Warutere told "The Nation" newspaper that some of the streams running into the lake had lost most of their flow due to the dry conditions and other factors such as "the destruction of Mau Forest." 

Kenya's fragmented forests harbor half the country's plant species, 40 percent of mammal species, 35 percent of butterfly species and 30 percent of bird species - on two percent of the country's land mass. 

· * *

ROE MEDIA UPDATE 

Environmental news

Le Figaro, 10 mars : Feu vert du gouvernement britannique au maïs génétiquement modifié

LONDRES (AFP) - Le gouvernement britannique a décidé de donner son feu vert sous conditions à la culture en Grande-Bretagne de semences de maïs génétiquement modifié destiné à la consommation animale, a déclaré mardi la ministre de l'Environnement Margaret Beckett devant la chambre des Communes…

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040309151144.434zjio7.html
FT, 10 March: INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: Farmers get go-ahead to plant GM maize in UK

The biotechnology industry was told yesterday it must bear the cost of compensating UK farmers who suffer losses after contamination by the spread of genetically modified seeds.

Margaret Beckett, Britain's environment secretary, made her long-expected announcement approving the planting of GM maize - the first transgenic crop to be permitted in the UK - but insisted neither the British taxpayer nor non-GM farmers should be expected to pick up the bill for commercial damage to farmers who lose their "non-GM" status.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=040310001208&query=maize&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form_
Prepared by News Services Section
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
First members of UN humanitarian mission leave for Haiti

*
UNESCO chief deplores killing of Spanish journalist in Haiti

*
Senior UN envoy in Washington for talks on Middle East peace

*
Libya signs accord for enhanced inspections by UN nuclear watchdog agency

*
UN envoy urges end to Israeli airspace violations, Hizbollah anti-aircraft fire

*
Special Court of Sierra Leone unveils new building that will be home to trials

*
UN agencies appeal for urgent food and health aid for Namibia

*
Senior UN official in Zambia on regional tour highlighting anti-AIDS scheme

*
Bosnia and Herzegovina: UN agency project aims to clear landmines 

*
UN panel urges greater participation of indigenous women in conflict prevention

*
UN health agency launches photo contest to fight pregnancy and abortion deaths 

* * * *

Haiti

10 March – With United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan saying the international commitment to Haiti could be needed for “10 years or more,” the first group from a UN multidisciplinary team went to the troubled Caribbean country today as humanitarian assessment missions resumed in its provinces.

“An inter-agency team, comprising representatives from the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP), is scheduled to assess needs in Gonaïves and Hinche today – if security conditions allow,” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told journalists in New York.

Representatives of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said, meanwhile, that Haitian farmers might be unable to sell their harvests and earn money to buy essential food. In yesterday’s emergency humanitarian appeal for $35 million, FAO included $4 million to help improve food security and meet the food needs of some 3 million people.

In a separate development, the Secretary-General, in his address yesterday to both Houses of the Canadian Parliament, made a special plea for a long-term commitment to Haiti. “Half-hearted efforts of the past have been insufficient,” he said. “We cannot afford to fail this time.”

At a subsequent news conference, which followed his meeting with Prime Minister Paul Martin, Mr. Annan said the commitment to Haiti could be needed for at least 10 years.

He also said the Security Council, in passing a 29 February resolution whose preamble said the Council had taken note of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s resignation, had acted on the basis of a letter of resignation and the transfer of power to Haiti’s Chief Justice.

The Council had determined that a multinational force was needed because of the volatility in the country, Mr. Annan said.

* * *

Haiti

10 March – Deploring the killing of a Spanish television reporter covering a demonstration in Haiti, the head of the United Nations cultural organization has called on the authorities to punish those responsible for the shooting death.

“It is essential that journalists be able to carry out their work in conditions of reasonable safety, even in cases of conflict,” Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), said yesterday.

Ricardo Ortega of Antena 3 television was one of at least six people apparently killed in indiscriminate shooting outside the Presidential Palace on Sunday when loyalists of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide opened fire on the crowd.

“I urge the authorities to seek and prosecute the perpetrators of these attacks in which dozens are reported to have been wounded, including four other journalists,” Mr. Matsuura said.

* * *

Middle East

10 March – A senior United Nations envoy is in Washington today for a meeting with United States National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the situation in the Middle East, including issues related to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s proposals concerning a withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

The talks between the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East, Terje Roed Larsen, and Ms. Rice will focus on ways in which the international community can assist the parties on the issue, as well as the other aspects of the peace process, including the Syrian and the Lebanese tracks.

Mr. Roed-Larsen is also representing the UN at a working-level meeting of the Quartet – also including the US, Russian Federation and European Union – intended to push forward the Middle East peace process. The meeting will discuss recent developments, including the withdrawal proposals on Gaza.

On the instructions of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Mr. Roed-Larsen will travel tomorrow to London to have discussions on these issues with the United Kingdom’s Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw.

* * *
Libya

10 March – Less than three months after renouncing all programmes leading to the production of internationally proscribed weapons, Libya today signed an agreement granting the United Nations atomic watchdog agency enhanced access to verify that its nuclear activities are for peaceful purposes only.

The Additional Protocol to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), signed by the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, and Libya’s Assistant Secretary for Services Affairs, Matooq Mohamed Matooq, also requires the North African country to provide an expanded declaration of its nuclear activities. 

Mr. ElBaradei said the signing, at IAEA’s Vienna headquarters, indicated Libya’s commitment to move away from weapons of mass destruction while continuing to reap the full benefits of nuclear applications for peaceful uses such as energy, agriculture and medicine. Tripoli has stated its intention to act as if the protocol is already in place, pending its formal entry into force.

Since Libya announced its decision in December to eliminate all materials, equipment and programmes leading to the production of internationally proscribed weapons, the IAEA has been working closely with the authorities in Tripoli to gain a complete picture of the nuclear programme and history.

To date, Additional Protocols are in force in only 54 States. “I reiterate my call on all States that have not done so to conclude and bring into force their respective safeguards agreements and additional protocols,” Mr. ElBaradei said.

In presenting his report to the current meeting of the IAEA Governing Board on Monday, he said Libya’s failure over many years to declare its nuclear activities represented a breach of its obligation to comply with provisions of the NPT safeguards agreement, “and its acquisition of a nuclear weapon design is clearly a matter of utmost concern.” 

But he added that since December, Tripoli had responded promptly to IAEA requests for information, while assisting the Agency in gaining a full picture of its nuclear programme.

* * * 

Lebanon

10 March – The United Nations envoy for southern Lebanon today strongly deplored several overflights by Israeli aircraft in Lebanese airspace, which were followed by anti-aircraft fire from the Lebanese side of the line of withdrawal.

Staffan de Mistura, the Personal Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Southern Lebanon, called on the Israeli authorities to stop the air violations of the so-called Blue Line and Hizbollah to end its “ensuing and dangerous” anti-aircraft fire.

In a statement released in Beirut, he reminded all parties of their obligation “to refrain from all violations of the Blue Line in accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions.”

* * *

Sierra Leone

10 March – The new courthouse building of the Special Court for Sierra Leone was officially opened today in the capital, Freetown, before an audience of national and international dignitaries.

In a message delivered by the United Nations Legal Counsel Hans Corell on his last mission before leaving the post, Secretary-General Kofi Annan described the Special Court as “a vital part of the healing process following a tragic and devastating period of conflict.”

Mr. Annan also urged the Court to “complete its work expeditiously and, in so far as it is possible, within its three-year mandate.”

The nearly-completed $3.4 million courthouse building will serve as the venue for the Special Court’s trials.

The Special Court – the first of its kind in the world – was set up through an agreement between the UN and Sierra Leone to try those people who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war. So far the Court has issued indictments against 11 individuals, including Charles Taylor, the former President of Liberia.

* * *

Namibia

10 March – With erratic weather, severe poverty and the worsening HIV/AIDS epidemic combining to create an acute crisis in Namibia, two United Nations agencies today launched emergency appeals totalling $5.8 million to help more than 600,000 orphans, vulnerable children and women – a third of the population of the southern African country. 

“Tens of thousands of children and their families will face severe difficulties in the coming months unless international assistance is forthcoming,” UN World Food Programme (WFP) Regional Director Mike Sackett said in an appeal for $5.2 million to fund its emergency operation for the next six months.

“A swift response is needed to contain the crisis and give the government time to build up its capacity during this acute emergency,” he added. WFP will provide 8,000 tons of food to 111,000 rural children and their families in the six northern districts that have suffered most from three years of erratic weather. With its limited resources, the Namibian Government plans to give food assistance to some 530,000 people

For its part, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is seeking $616,000 to fund its emergency operation for the coming half year to help some 500,000 people by providing insecticide treated bed nets to prevent malaria, expanding immunization campaigns, undertaking Vitamin A distribution and improving nutritional surveillance.

“The lingering threat of malnutrition means that this appeal must go beyond food aid,” UNICEF Regional Director Per Engebak said, adding that the current “crisis exceeds the Government’s capacity to respond.” 

In recent years, HIV/AIDS has spread across Namibia with extraordinary speed, soaring from just 4 per cent in 1992 to its current level of 22 per cent - the seventh highest rate in the world. Increased adult mortality has led to a steep rise in the number of orphans. Latest estimates indicate that at least 120,000 children have been orphaned as a result of the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Namibia.

* * *

AIDS

10 March – The head of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has arrived in Zambia for the second leg of a three-nation tour of southern Africa that is focusing on the devastation wreaked by HIV/AIDS across the region.

Mark Malloch Brown, the UNDP Administrator, is expected to hold talks today in Lusaka, the Zambian capital, with President Levy Mwanawasa about the Southern Africa Capacity Initiative.

Today Mr. Malloch Brown was also scheduled to visit an AIDS clinic supported by Zambia’s former President, Kenneth Kaunda.

The UNDP chief spent the first leg of his trip in Malawi, and will head to Botswana tomorrow for two days of talks and visits. On Friday he is slated to travel to a school in the capital, Gaborone, to see a UNDP-sponsored interactive television programme about AIDS.

The Southern Africa Capacity Initiative is designed to help nine African countries – Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe – tackle the effects of HIV/AIDS on their health, education and other major sectors. With funding from Microsoft, the UNDP project provides computer technology to help poor countries in the region deliver better social services to people affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

Overall, the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) estimates that southern Africa is home to about 30 per cent of all people living with the disease worldwide, even though this region has less than 2 per cent of the world’s population.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

10 March – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today announced a multimillion dollar project to help Bosnia and Herzegovina – Europe’s most heavily landmine-affected country – eliminate the deadly threat posed by those weapons.

Surveys have so far identified an estimated 670,000 mines and 650,000 pieces of unexploded ordnance (UXOs) at 10,000 locations, blighting more than 4 per cent of the total territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, according to the agency. Only 10 per cent of these areas have been cleared. 

The five-year, $11.8 million project aims to help the Government by setting up a national office to issue tenders for anti-mine activities while providing continued funding for the Bosnia and Herzegovina Mine Action Centre. 

The initiative will also clear mines and UXOs from 4 million square metres of land needed for economic development. 

UNDP Resident Representative Jens Toyberg-Frandzen said the aim is to help free Bosnia and Herzegovina of the landmine threat. “Only by working in partnership on mine action can we achieve security for all,” he said. 

Since the end of war in 1995, mines have killed almost 1,500 people and injured about 5,000 others in Bosnia and Herzegovina, according to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

* * *

Indigenous

10 March – Indigenous women, so often caught in the crossfire, must be integrated into their countries’ decision-making so they can reclaim their right to make informed choices about their lives in times of peace or war, United Nations experts told a panel discussion in New York today.

Indigenous non-governmental organizations (NGOs) should be included in conflict prevention, peacemaking and reconciliation efforts, while electoral procedures after strife should be structured so as to empower women, Assistant Secretary-General Danilo Turk said in his address to the panel, which was organized by the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

Johan Scholvinck of the Division for Social Policy and Development in the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs said that during the struggle to end colonization and conflict, indigenous women have suffered more than men because of gender discrimination, but they have nonetheless spoken up. 

He noted that Nobel Peace Laureate Rigoberta Menchu, an indigenous woman from Guatemala, “has strongly promoted this agenda, speaking in this very conference room and around the world.”

The activist, he added, also underlined that her participation does not mean that the input of indigenous women has been adequate.

Mr. Scholvinck also hailed the recent decision of the UN Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality to integrate indigenous women’s issues into its agenda.

* * *

WHO

10 March – Against a backdrop of over half a million pregnancy and childbirth deaths, 5 million new cases of HIV infection, and nearly 70,000 fatal abortions each year, a United Nations agency today launched a photographic contest as part of its efforts to highlight the importance of sexual and reproductive health.

The UN World Health Organization (WHO) is inviting photographers from around the world, both amateur and professional, to submit images that capture four key stages in the “River of Life” – as the exhibition is called – Love, Life, Illness and Death.

“Cultural and social taboos often obscure the central role reproductive and sexual health plays in all our lives as individuals, couples or families,” the Geneva-based agency said. “WHO is challenging photographers to bring to life success stories in sexual and reproductive health and also to zoom in on the glaring inequities where we, as a global community, must do better.”

Underscoring the challenges the international community faces in raising public awareness of the importance of sexual and reproductive health, the agency declared: “Too many people, particularly in developing countries, suffer from persistently high rates of maternal deaths, sexually transmitted infections including HIV, unwanted pregnancies and unsafe abortion.” 

WHO noted that every year 80 million women have unintended or unwanted pregnancies.

The contest, closing on 13 April, will be judged by a panel of experts. The winning photographs will be displayed at the World Health Assembly in Geneva in May 2004 and used in a WHO campaign on sexual and reproductive health.

· *** *_

· ____________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.
**Secretary-General Back at Headquarters Following Canadian Visit
The Secretary-General is back in his office in New York today, after returning last night from Ottawa, where he met with Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin and other senior officials.
At a press conference following their meeting, the Secretary-General was asked about international involvement in Haiti, and he said that the commitment to Haiti would take a lot of time, and could be needed “for 10 years or more.”  Asked about President Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s ouster, he said the Security Council had acted on the basis of a letter of resignation and the transfer of power to the Chief Justice, and had determined that a multinational force was needed in the country because of the volatile environment.
Asked about reports of a UN plan to broker peace between Israel and Syria, the Secretary-General said “there is no such plan at the moment”, although there have been discussions and working papers on what to do on the Syrian track “when the time comes”.  We have copies of the press encounter upstairs.
That press encounter was followed by a working lunch with the Prime Minister, which included discussions on Iraq, Afghanistan and North Korea, among other issues.
**Haiti Update:  Joint UN Assessment Team Heads to Country
The first wave of a multidisciplinary assessment team left for Haiti this morning.  Subsequent waves will be going in the next several days, and we’ll keep you posted.
An update on the humanitarian situation in Haiti:  Humanitarian assessment missions to Haiti’s provinces are scheduled to resume today.  An inter-agency team, comprising representatives from the World Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), is scheduled to assess needs in Gonaives and Hinche today –- if security conditions allow.
Meanwhile, the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) warns that farmers face the risk of being unable to sell their harvest and, therefore, get the resources they need to buy essential foodstuffs such as oils, meats and beans.  FAO estimates that 3 million people are facing serious difficulties.  We have more in a press release.
Also, Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO, the UN cultural organization, has called for authorities to find and prosecute those responsible for the death of a Spanish journalist in Haiti.  Ricardo Ortega, of Antena 3 television, was one of at least six people apparently killed while covering a demonstration outside the Presidential Palace on Sunday.
Matsuura said it’s essential that journalists be able to carry out their work in conditions of reasonable safety -– even in cases of conflict.  We have more in a press release upstairs.
**Middle East:  UN Envoy Larsen Meets with US Officials in Washington
The UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, is in Washington today, where he met with US National Security Adviser, Condoleezza Rice.  They discussed the situation in the Middle East, including issues related to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s proposals concerning an Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip.
They discussed ways in which the international community could assist the parties in this regard.  They also discussed the other tracks of the peace process, including the Syrian and the Lebanese tracks.
This afternoon, Mr. Roed-Larsen will be representing the United Nations at a working-level meeting of the Quartet, which also includes the United States, Russia and the European Union, which is intended to push forward the Middle East peace process.  The meeting will discuss recent developments, including the withdrawal proposals on Gaza.
On the Secretary-General’s instructions, Mr. Roed-Larsen will travel tomorrow to London to have discussions on these issues with UK Foreign Secretary Jack Straw.
**Special Court for Sierra Leone
A short while ago, the Special Court of Sierra Leone announced that a new era of justice officially began in Freetown as members of the national and international community gathered for the official opening of its new courthouse building.
The Secretary-General, in a message delivered by Hans Corell, on his last mission as the UN Legal Counsel, described the court as “a vital part of the healing process following a tragic and devastating period of conflict”.
The ceremony was held in the nearly-completed courthouse that will provide the venue for trials involving those alleged to bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone’s civil war.
**Lebanon
The Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, strongly deplored several Israeli overflights today in Lebanon’s airspace.  Those flights were followed by anti-aircraft fire from the Lebanese side, also across the blue line.  Mr. De Mistura called again on the Israeli authorities to stop these air violations, and on Hezbollah to cease its ensuing, and dangerous, anti-aircraft fire.
**Libya Signs Key Weapons Inspection Protocol
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today confirmed that Libya has signed the additional protocol to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, allowing the Agency to conduct unannounced inspections in that country.  The Agency’s Board of Governors in Vienna today adopted a resolution, welcoming Libya’s cooperation with the IAEA.  We have copies of that resolution upstairs.
**Security Council
On the work programme of the Security Council, today is a meeting with the troop-contributing countries to the UN mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).
**WFP, UNICEF Launch Namibia Emergency Appeal
The World Food Programme (WFP), and UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, today launched emergency appeals totalling $5.8 million to help more than 600,000 orphans, vulnerable children and women in Namibia –- that’s a third of the country’s population.
Erratic weather and the worsening HIV/AIDS epidemic have compounded the food shortage there, and it’s hoped that a swift response to contain the crisis will give the Government time to build up its capacity.
WFP is aiming for $5.2 million to fund its emergency operation for the next six months -– it plans to provide 8,000 tons of food to 111,000 rural children and their families in the six northern districts.
UNICEF is seeking $616,000 to fund its emergency operation for the coming half year –- to help around 500,000 people in areas such as expanded immunization campaigns and improved nutrition.  We have more on that upstairs.
**UN Development Programme Chief in Southern Africa
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator, Mark Malloch Brown, is in Lusaka, Zambia today, the second stop on a three-country mission to southern Africa, which focuses on the impact of the HIV/AIDS crisis.  He will discuss the Southern Africa Capacity Initiative, a regional project developed by UNDP to help nine African countries with high HIV/AIDS prevalence rates to deal with the effects the epidemic has had in reducing national capacity in education, health and other key sectors.
Today, Mr. Malloch Brown is expected to meet Zambia’s President, Levy Mwanawasa, and visit an AIDS clinic supported by former President Kenneth Kaunda.  He will be in Botswana tomorrow and Friday, where, among other things, he will visit a Gaborone school where UNDP is supporting an interactive television programme aimed at informing teachers and students about AIDS.
Mr. Malloch Brown kicked off his mission with a visit to Malawi earlier this week.
**World Chronicle
Finally, the Information Department (DPI) has asked me to announce World Chronicle TV programme #930, a special edition on the Role of Men and Boys in Achieving Gender Equality.  You can see that at 3:30 p.m. today on in-house TV channels 3 and 31.

That’s all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I’d like to ask you two questions about the story being reported in France now about the [6 April 1994 plan crash near Kigali, the Rwandan capital, in which then Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana was killed].  I know you answered some questions on this yesterday.  One report extensively quotes an Australian investigator working for the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), who says that in 1997, as he was researching the crash, he was confronted by a special envoy of the Secretary-General and told to stop his work and return to The Hague.  Back in the Netherlands, this investigator says he was again asked to stop his work.  Can you comment on this?  Did this happen?  Is this person lying?

Spokesman:  Let me answer that right away.  I asked the Secretary-General about this yesterday, and he categorically denies that he sent anyone to talk to this person or anyone else about these events.  Your second question?

Question:  Yes.  The day after the ‘94 crash, I think the Security Council issued a statement asking the Secretary-General at the time [Boutros Boutros-Ghali] to do whatever he could to try to investigate the circumstances surrounding the crash.  But as far as I know, no report on the incident was ever published.  Did the United Nations every carry out an investigation on the incident?

Spokesman:  We’ve been looking into that.  I haven’t yet been able to talk to anyone that worked with Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali on it.  You may not recall –- and neither did I until I asked around yesterday – but Gen. [Romeo] Dallaire tried to send UN troops to the crash site.  They were blocked by Rwandan army, so we didn’t get to the site.  We couldn’t have conducted an investigation.  It may be then -– and I’m just speculating here -– that we had nothing useful to share with the Security Council, so nothing was submitted.  But I would need to talk to someone who worked very closely with Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali before giving you a definitive response to that question.

Question:  On the same issue Fred, from the point of the United Nations, has the investigation [into the crash] ended or is it ongoing?

Spokesman:  We had no investigation:  we were unable to get to the plane crash sight.  So it wouldn’t be for us to investigate.

Serge, do you have a [phone rings]...Serge needs to take a phone call.  Do you have a question?

Question:  Caribbean heads of State have called for an investigation into the allegations being made by Haitian President Jean Bertrand Aristide.  Will there be such an investigation?

Spokesman:  I believe that was in a statement issued by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).  And I’ve already said that if CARICOM formally requests us to do so, we would certainly consider that request.  So we would expect to be...

Question:  In other words, there was no formal request?

Spokesman: A statement issued by a regional group is not the same as a letter to the Secretary-General.  So I think if CARICOM would want us to do something, they should ask us directly.  We would be willing to consider it should we get a letter.

Question:  Also on Haiti.  A South African delegation in the Central African Republic discussing ways to secure political asylum for President Aristide.  What is the Secretary-General’s thinking on that?  And with the Israeli/Palestinian summit set for next week, does the Secretary-General intend to send his Special Envoy or anyone else to that meeting?

Spokesman:  On that summit, I’d have to check with Roed-Larsen.  I don’t know whether the UN has been invited or would expect to participate.  On former President Aristide, the Secretary-General has not been involved in any of these discussions regarding his place of exile.  So I doubt the Secretary-General would have anything to say about South Africa’s moves today in the Central African Republic.  I’m not even sure he’s aware of it.  [He later said there would be no UN participation in the Israeli/Palestinian Summit.]

Question:  To what extent do Roed-Larsen’s meetings in Washington today preview any sort of plan the Secretary-General is said to be working on for the Israeli-Syria and -Lebanon tracks?  How close are we to some sort of plan on that?

Spokesman:  I think his comments this morning sum up our position.  The so-called plan, as reported in an Israeli newspaper, was nothing more than a few ideas committed to paper by Roed-Larsen last October.  So I don’t think it indicates that a fresh initiative on Israel-Syria or Israel-Lebanon from the Secretary-General is imminent.

Of course this is something that, on a planning basis, we’re always looking at.  We were looking at it last fall, as the Secretary-general indicated.  But we are not about to put forward a plan and, as I said from this podium earlier this week, there is no plan.

Question:  Then Roed-Larsen is sharing these old ideas with what in mind?  Just to revive interest in them?

Spokesman:  I’m not going to get into the business of whom he is sharing ideas with.  He has shared ideas with the Secretary-General.  There were some discussions about possible formulae for reviving these two tracks when the time would be right for such an initiative.  How it leaked to this newspaper, I don’t know, but it wasn’t a timely leak.  As I indicated, these thoughts of Roed-Larsen’s date back to last October.

Question:  On the same topic -- I missed what you said earlier –- so could you say a little more about Roed-Larsen’s trip to London.  And have recent events in Gaza perhaps changed the Secretary-General’s mind about whether the Israelis ought to unilaterally pull out of that area?

Spokesman:  I don’t have the Secretary-General’s position on that latter subject.  All I said on the former was that the Secretary-General has asked Roed-Larsen to go to London tomorrow to brief the Foreign Secretary on the same kinds of issues he was discussing in Washington today, which I read out for you.

Question:  So there’s nothing else planned?  Is he going anywhere else while he’s there?

Spokesman:  Roed-Larsen did not mention to me his plans beyond tomorrow -- I don’t know what they are.

Question:  Has Roed-Larsen spoken to governments in the region -– Israel, Syria or Lebanon –- about these ideas lately in an effort to revive interest in them?

Spokesman:  I’m not aware that he has.  We’d have to ask his spokesman, but my impression is that some thoughts were shared with the Syrians and with the Lebanese as part of his ongoing efforts to pursue the peace process in the region as a whole.  Again, the timing of this particular leak is a mystery and shouldn’t be interpreted as some fresh initiative about to come from the Secretary-General.  There is no such initiative.

Question:  Is there a goal in mind of having these ideas turned into something more substantial by the time of the Arab Summit in Tunisia later this month?

Spokesman:  No.  Its’ on a contingency basis:  should the time be right for such an initiative, these ideas were being formulated last fall.  There’s nothing fresh.  I’m sure Roed-Larsen is always looking for any opening, but, as I said, there is no link between this leak and any fresh initiative being planned by the Secretary-General or Roed-Larsen now.

Question:  When you say “the time should be right”, what would trigger further steps in the instance?  What are the Secretary-General and Roed-Larsen looking for?

Spokesman:  The political conditions in the region would have to be right for such an initiative.  I don’t think he believes they are right now.

Question:  What is the governing law in Haiti now since everything has been done outside the country’s Constitution?

Spokesman:  Nothing is simple or clear about Haiti.  What the Security Council was responding to was the threat of chaos.  The Organization of American States (OAS) and CARICOM have been in the lead on the political front.  The Secretary-General was trying to support their efforts.  I think everyone is trying to come up with a political formula that would calm the situation and allow a return to constitutional law.  We realize that the Parliament has not been functional since January.  We realize that without parliamentary action, there is not pure legality for some of these constitutional measures taken for the succession of President Aristide.  But everyone, I think, is trying to do the best under the circumstances at hand to calm the situation and gradually move back to a constitutional process.

Question:  On Rwanda again, the Secretary-General was quoted this morning as saying that the “United Nations has no interest in obstructing investigations”.  Is he referring to the investigation of French Judge Jean-Louis Bruguiere or some other investigation?

Spokesman:  No.  The French Judge yesterday formally accused the United Nations of obstructing justice.  I dismissed that yesterday, and the Secretary-General, in a more formal way this morning, said that the United Nations always tries to cooperate with investigations, particularly in issues where the United Nations has had a role to play as it did in Rwanda in ‘94.

But he said he has no knowledge of any black box retrieved from the ‘94 plane crash that killed the Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi.  We have double-checked through the house, and no one knows anything about that black box coming here.  A former UN employee from the United Nations Mission apparently testified before this Judge that he sent this black box to UN Headquarters by diplomatic pouch.  To this date, we are unable to confirm receiving that black box.  We cannot find anyone in positions of authority at the time who remembers anything about this black box.  That’s why I think you saw the Secretary-General this morning say that he was surprised by press reports of the charges.  I don’t think we have seen any of the legal papers involved.

Question:  Just to follow up, would it be usual procedure for the UN to receive black boxes from plan crashes like this?  Has this sort of thing happened before?

Spokesman:  You judge for yourself.  We might have received a black box where there might have been a plane crash involving our personnel.  For example, the Special Representative for Angola, Alioune Blondin Beye, was killed in a private plane crash while on mission.  But there is an international mechanism for investigating air crashes.  So while I can’t imagine it, I guess hypothetically you could say that a black box could be delivered to UN Headquarters.  As I’ve already told you, in this case, UN personnel were blocked from reaching the crash site.  And this individual says two to three months later, he came into possession of this black box.  He did not say how, but did say that he put it in the pouch.  It’s very curious on the face of it.

Question:  Was President Aristide in contact with the Secretary-General at any time before the recent events that took place?

Spokesman:  Before he left Haiti?  I think I reported to you here that President Aristide had called the Secretary-General two times roughly a week prior to his leaving Haiti.

Question:  Would those be considered privileged conversations or will transcripts be released?

Spokesman:  All these conversations are privileged.  I think I did say that he discussed international support for Haiti.  I think that’s as far as I went on those two conversations.

Question:  Did Aristide mention that he was going to resign?

Spokesman:  I don’t have those details, therefore, I can’t share them with you.

Question:  Has the United Nations receive any communication from the Iraqi Governing Council requesting help or assistance on the electoral and political process?

Spokesman:  No.  And we won’t go in without a formal request on the electoral assistance side.  A formal written request is what we’re waiting for.

Question:  Where is [Special Adviser, Lakhdar] Brahimi right now?

Spokesman:  He is wrapping up a vacation and he intends to return to New York over the weekend, I believe.

Thank you very much.
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