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Loss of bamboo threatens rare animal species
LONDON, England (Reuters) -- Deforestation is endangering about one-third of the world's 1,200 bamboo species and threatening rare animals such as giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend on the plants for food and protection.
A joint report released Tuesday by the United Nations Environment Program and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan warned it would also harm a $2 billion a year bamboo industry and the millions of people who use the plants for food, housing, furniture and handicrafts.

"There are about 1,200 species of bamboo in the world and we think about a third of those may be threatened by the reduction of forest habitat within their ranges," Valerie Kapos, co-author of the study and ecologist at the U.N. Environment Program World Monitoring Center in Cambridge, England, told Reuters.

The report entitled "Bamboo Diversity" is the most comprehensive analysis to date of the impact of deforestation on bamboo species.

"It is the first time anyone has done this systematic assessment where they have worked all the way through a group of species and worked specifically at distribution and remaining habitat," Kapos explained.

The fates of Asia's giant pandas, which eat only bamboo, Africa's mountain gorillas, Madagascar's golden lemurs and the mountain tapir in South America as well as other animal and bird species are linked to bamboo.

"All over the world there are animals that are very, very closely connected with bamboo," said Kapos. "The mountain gorilla in Africa, at some times of the year, get between 70 to 90 percent of their diet from bamboo shoots."

Bamboo, which is a giant, woody grass, is called the "wood of the poor" in India and the "friend of the people" in China because of its diverse use in everything from food and cooking to furniture, paper, musical instruments, boats and houses.

A single bamboo clump can produce up to 9 miles of usable pole in its lifetime, according to the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan.

Kapos, who described the report as a global wake-up call, used existing knowledge about the range of bamboo species and combined it with current forest distribution to determine the impact of deforestation on bamboo species.

She and her colleagues identified 250 woody bamboo species that have less than 2,000 square km of forest remaining within their growing range. It also pinpointed areas of high concentrations of bamboo in southern China, Madagascar and parts of the southeast Amazon and Atlantic forest of Brazil.

"Now we need to look much more closely at the dynamics of what is going on. We need to look more closely at the processes that are threatening the species, determine which species are the most threatened and take conservation action in the areas where those species are concentrated," Kapos added.

____________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UN alert on threat to wild bamboo 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


Forest loss may mean the extinction of as many as half the world's 1,200 woody bamboo species, the United Nations says in its Bamboo Biodiversity report. 
The UN Environment Programme says this would threaten habitats and a key food source for humans and wildlife. 

Unep says it would also threaten an export trade in bamboo products, estimated to be worth $2.7bn (£1.52bn). 

Unep's warning is derived from a novel analysis which combines data on bamboo distribution and existing forest cover. 

The report was produced by the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (Inbar) and Unep's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (Unep-WCMC). It gives no time-scale for the onset of the threat it identifies, saying it will depend on deforestation rates. 

Mass die-off 
It says the forest destruction threatening woody bamboo (species with a hollow stem supporting the crown) is caused by human pressure. 

About 250 of these species have less than 2,000 sq kms of forest (an area the size of the UK capital, London) still within their ranges. The report says many, including relatives of commercially-grown bamboos, have only tiny amounts of forest left. 

Unep says the woody bamboos are of more economic and social importance than the grass-like herbaceous species, which are not included in the study. 

Although some bamboo species are very fast-growing - one in Japan grows 1.2 metres (almost four feet) a day - their odd life-cycle does not help them. 

In many species all the individuals flower simultaneously, at intervals of a few years to decades, and then die. 

Millions of people eat bamboo shoots, and altogether 2.5 billion trade in it or use it. The value of its use for subsistence and in global domestic trade is put at $4.5bn (£2.5bn) annually. 

Bamboo is also used for making paper, furniture and instruments, from flutes and drums to the pan pipes of the Andes. 

It is sometimes used in combination with modern materials like reinforced concrete or steel for building houses and bridges. The commercial potential of many wild species remains unknown. 

Bamboo is an essential part of the diet of many wild creatures, notably the giant panda, which eats nothing else. There are about 600 pandas left in the wild: more than half the bamboo forests where they live have disappeared in the last 30 years. 

Other Asian species which depend on bamboo for food or for shelter include the red panda and the world's second smallest bat, the lesser bamboo bat (Tylonycteris pachypus) , which is 3.5 cm (1.4 inches) long. 

It roosts between the nodes of mature bamboo and enters the stems through holes made by beetles. 

Vital refuge 
In Africa the endangered eastern mountain gorillas often need bamboo, which in some months forms up to 90% of their diet: fewer than 700 wild gorillas are thought to survive. 

Another endangered species, the mountain bongo ( Tragelaphus euryceros ssp. isaaci, a large forest antelope) spends the dry season in the dense bamboo thickets of Kenya's Aberdare mountains. 

Several lemurs and frogs depend on Madagascar's bamboo forests, which also shelter the ploughshare tortoise or angonoka ( Geochelone yniphora ). 

Spectacled bears and mountain tapirs are among the Latin American creatures which eat large amounts of bamboo. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London, England)
May 11, 2004 Tuesday 
Asia Edition 1

Bamboo forests at risk

BODY:


Deforestation is endangering about a third of the world's 1,200 bamboo species and threatening giant pandas and mountain gorillas, the United Nations Environment Programme and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan warned.

LOAD-DATE: May 10, 2004 _________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

Endangered species at risk from demise of bamboo
By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor

11 May 2004

Bad news for the giant panda. Many types of bamboo, the animal's staple food and one of the world's most important plant families, are in trouble because of massive deforestation, a study reports today.

As many as half of the 1,200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction because of the continuing destruction of their forest habitats, says the report. Large numbers of vulnerable animals that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter - which include pandas, lemurs and mountain gorillas - face an even greater struggle for survival.

The study, by the United Nations' Cambridge-based World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan, is the most comprehensive yet on the subject, using novel analyses to combine data on the distributions of bamboo species and existing forest cover.

The study found that many types of bamboo have tiny amounts of forest remaining within their native ranges. About 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2,000 square kilometres of forest remaining within their ranges.

Bamboos are large, woody grasses. Their life cycle - individuals of each species flower once, simultaneously every 20 to 100 years, then die - makes them especially vulnerable to rapid deforestation that is restricting the areas in which they can survive.

They not only provide habitats for large numbers of other species, but are used for human purposes. International trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than $2bn annually.

Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), the WCMC's parent body, said: "Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored with many species taken for granted. This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species."

Millions of people depend on wild bamboos for food, construction material, furniture and even musical instruments. The commercial potential of many wild species of bamboo has yet to be evaluated, but among the internationally traded products derived from bamboos are edible bamboo shoots, furniture and paper. Bamboo is used in the making of acupuncture needles, flooring, firewood and paper.

The report identifies endangered species whose fates are linked with the demise of bamboos. There are such animals in every region in which bamboos grow. In Asia these include the red panda, Himalayan black bear and the giant panda. About 15 species of birds live almost exclusively in bamboo. And in Africa, mountain gorillas depend on bamboo for food.

ANIMALS IN DANGER
Giant panda
The giant panda (Ailuropda melanoleuca) is dependent on bamboo, its only food. Only 600 exist in the wild. Half of their bamboo forests have disappeared since 1974.

Lesser bamboo bat
The lesser bamboo bat (Tylonycteris pachypus) is the world's smallest bat (some say it is second smallest), and roosts in hollow bamboo. Found in Philippines and India.

Mountain gorilla
Gorilla beringei beringei inhabits bamboo forests of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda and south-west Uganda. Shoots can be 90 per cent of the diet.

Golden bamboo lemur
The golden bamboo lemur (Hapalemur aureus) of Madagascar is rare and critically endangered. Thought to have a total population of only 200 to 400 individuals. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Loss of Bamboo Threatens Rare Animal Species


By Patricia Reaney 

LONDON (Reuters) - Deforestation is endangering about a third of the world's 1,200 bamboo species and threatening rare animals such as giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend on the plants for food and protection. 

	
	


A joint report released on Tuesday by the United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Program (UNEP) and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) warned that it would also harm a $2 billion a year bamboo industry and the millions of people who use the plants for food, housing, furniture and handicrafts. 

"There are about 1,200 species of bamboo in the world and we think about a third of those may be threatened by the reduction of forest habitat within their ranges," Valerie Kapos, co-author of the study and ecologist at the UNEP World Monitoring Center in Cambridge, eastern England, told Reuters. 

The report entitled "Bamboo Diversity" is the most comprehensive analysis to date of the impact of deforestation on bamboo species. 

"It is the first time anyone has done this systematic assessment where they have worked all the way through a group of species and worked specifically at distribution and remaining habitat," Kapos explained. 

The fates of Asia's giant pandas, which eat only bamboo, Africa's mountain gorillas, Madagascar's golden lemurs and the mountain tapir in South America as well as other animal and bird species are linked to bamboo. 

"All over the world there are animals that are very, very closely connected with bamboo," said Kapos. "The mountain gorilla in Africa, at some times of the year, get between 70-90 percent of their diet from bamboo shoots." 

Bamboo, which is a giant, woody grass, is called the "wood of the poor" in India and the "friend of the people" in China because of its diverse use in everything from food and cooking to furniture, paper, musical instruments, boats and houses. 

A single bamboo clump can produce up to 9 miles of usable pole in its lifetime, according to INBAR. 

Kapos, who described the report as a global wake-up call, used existing knowledge about the range of bamboo species and combined it with current forest distribution to determine the impact of deforestation on bamboo species. 

She and her colleagues identified 250 woody bamboo species that have less than 2,000 square km of forest remaining within their growing range. It also pinpointed areas of high concentrations of bamboo in southern China, Madagascar and parts of the southeast Amazon and Atlantic forest of Brazil. 

"Now we need to look much more closely at the dynamics of what is going on. We need to look more closely at the processes that are threatening the species, determine which species are the most threatened and take conservation action in the areas where those species are concentrated," Kapos added. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
The Guardian

Bamboo species at risk of extinction
Paul Brown, environment correspondent
Tuesday May 11, 2004
The Guardian
Half the world's 1,200 woody bamboo species, one of the planet's most useful but least studied plants, face extinction because of forest destruction, according to the World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge. 
In the first comprehensive study of the bamboo scientists say that trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or US beef, yet their value has been largely ignored. 

The extraordinary lifestyle of bamboos - individuals of each species flower once simultaneously every 20 to 100 years and then die - makes them difficult to study, and vulnerable to rapid deforestation. 

Bamboos are an ancient form of giant grass and can grow at great speed, up to 1.2 metres a day. They are a major food source both for animals and people. 

The most famous animal which relies on bamboo for its survival is the giant panda, but many other specialist creatures, including a tiny bat that lives in bamboo beetle holes, the mountain gorilla, the lemurs of Madagascar and spectacled bears all need species of bamboo to survive. 

The report, sponsored by the UN Environment Programme, maps for the first time the location of all the known species. The most alarming finding was that 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2,000 square kilometres (about the size of London) remaining within their ranges. 

Many bamboos are grown commercially, particularly in China and other parts of Asia, but species that might be useful are in danger of disappearing before they have been studied. 

China is the richest country in Asia in terms of bamboo resources with an estimate of 44,000-70,000 square kilometres. Annual production of bamboo poles in China is 7m tonnes - one third of total world production. China is also the leading exporter of bamboo shoots as food, worth nearly £100m a year. 

Among the internationally traded products from cultivated bamboo, which is valued at £1.7bn, are furniture and paper. There are 1,500 documented uses of bamboo and an estimated 2.5 billion people trade or use bamboo and depend on it for food, construction materials, furniture, handicrafts, acupuncture needles and even musical instruments. In Colombia, for example bamboo is used as a building material instead of concrete in earthquake zones because it bends with the tremor and does not collapse. 

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said: "Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo. The trade is very valuable but until now the status and condition have been largely ignored. 

"This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species." 

The lead author of the report team, Nadia Bystriakova said: "The 'at risk' status of bamboo must be recognised and measures taken to slow the loss of forest in the areas where bamboo is vulnerable." 

Ian Hunter, the director general of the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan, an organisation set up to try to prevent bamboo disappearing, said some species must be collected and conserved to avoid them going extinct. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Nature.com

Bamboo under extinction threat

Pandas, lemurs and gorillas could go hungry. 
11 May 2004 

HELEN R. PILCHER 
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The giant panda relies on a diet of bamboo.
© Getty Images
It’s bad news for pandas. Up to half of the world's 1,200 woody bamboo species are in danger of extinction, a UN report has revealed. Urgent action is needed to protect the plants and the species that depend on them, the study’s authors conclude. 

Deforestation is known to be robbing many bamboo species of their native habitat. Yet the effect this is actually having on their distribution is not well understood, as many of the areas where the plants live are extremely remote.

To get a better idea of how much bamboo is left, researchers at the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan and the United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre combined hundreds of academic reports about the distribution of different bamboo species with global maps of forest cover, and have produced a colour-coded chart of bamboo hot spots.

They found that around 600 species are “endangered”, with less than 20,000 square kilometres of native habitat. And some 250 varieties have less than 2000 square kilometres of land (the size of London) left to live in. “A few of these species have virtually no forest left,” says ecologist Valerie Kapos, who helped draw up the report.
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In some seasons bamboo makes up to 90% of the mountain gorilla's diet.
Jose Kalpers IGCP
One reason bamboo has been hit so hard is because of its distinctive cycle of mass flowering and death. Individuals in any one species tend to flower together, once every 10 to 100 years, and then die. If a forest is cleared at this time, the bamboo will not grow back.

The report’s findings mean the many vulnerable species that rely almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter, such as lemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas, face an even greater struggle for survival. 

It is bad news for humans too. Millions of people rely on wild bamboo for food, furniture and construction material. Worldwide, more than 2.5 billion people trade in or use bamboo. The international market in bamboo products is worth more than US$2 billion per year, as much as American beef.

"But it is not too late to do something about this," says Kapos. She hopes the World Conservation Union, the organization that officially lists species as endangered, will use the survey to help draw up future conservation policies. 

Eats shoots and leaves

There are many different types of bamboo, including woody, climbing and herbaceous varieties. Woody bamboo is found in Asia, in the forests of the Amazon and the Andes, and even in African cloud deserts. 
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Mountain bongo depend on bamboo for shelter
M Sanbluch UNEP Topham 
In Asia, giant and red pandas (Ailuropoda melanoleuca and Ailurus fulgens) depend on woody bamboo for a food source. An estimated 1,000 giant pandas still roam free; each munches its way through 38 kilograms of bamboo a day.

"There is no doubt that without bamboo there would be no pandas," says conservationist Andrew Laurie who works for the Global Environment Facility's project to conserve biodiversity in China’s wetlands. Deforestation also fragments the pandas' habitat, leading to small, isolated populations. These can become inbred and are likely to die out.

Bamboo hit list

The smallest known bat (Tylonycteris pachypus) also depends on bamboo. The postage-stamp-sized Asian mammal roosts between the nodes of mature plants, which it enters through holes created by beetles. 

In Africa, endangered mountain gorillas (Gorilla gorilla beringei) and mountain bongos (Tragelaphus euryceros ssp isaaci), a type of antelope, depend on bamboo for food and shelter respectively. And in Madagascar, lemurs, bamboo frogs and the world's rarest tortoise (Geochelone yniphora) are similarly at risk. 

In the Amazon, huge areas of forest are entirely dominated by bamboo. Spectacled bears (Tremarctos ornatus) and mountain tapirs (Tapirus pinchaque) eat considerable amounts and up to 5% of all bird species in this area rely on the plant. 

© Nature News Service / Macmillan Magazines Ltd 2004
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Channel News – Asia

11 May 2004

Half of world's species of wild bamboo threatened by extinction: UN study
PARIS : As many as half of the world's 1,200 wild species of bamboo may be in danger of extinction through deforestation, an event that would devastate animals like the panda which feed on this plant, according to a UN study released on Tuesday.

The 250 most vulnerable species of bamboo each have less than 2,000 square kilometers (750 square miles) of forest, an area the size of London, which makes them highly vulnerable from logging, the study said.

Adding to the problem is that bamboo species also have unique and enigmatic lifecycles.

Individual plants flower once, but simultaneously, every 20 to 100 years, which means that rapid deforestation can wipe out a community at a stroke.

"Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on Earth, with high economic and conservation value," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

"This new report makes it clear that conserving bamboo, for the sake of people and for the sake of wildlife, should have a high priority in this global effort," Toepfer said in a press release.

The Nairobi-based watchdog co-authored the study with a Beijing-headquartered agency, the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR).

The report noted that "many extraordinary and vulnerable" species of wildlife would be at mortal peril in the event of bamboo extinction.

They include mammals such as giant pandas, mountain gorillas, lemurs, Himalayan black bears and mountain tapirs, as well as dozens of species of birds and invertebrates.

In Asia, bamboo shoots are a dietary staple for many, and worldwide the plant provides trade and subsistence use for 2.5 billion people, according to the study. Exports of bamboo worldwide were worth 2.7 billion dollars in 1999.

The loss of wild species of plants can have a huge effect on farmed species.

If plantations are threatened by fungus or a virus, experts usually turn to wild species as a pool for genes which have resistance to the disease. These genes are then added by grafting to plantation trees.

- AFP 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Press Association

May 11, 2004, Tuesday

Half world's bamboo species face extinction - report

BYLINE: Amanda Brown, Environment Correspondent, PA News

BODY:
Urgent action is needed to protect one of the world's most ancient life forms and the species that depend on it, according to a report out today.

The study by the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan and the United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre estimates that as many as half the world's 1,200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction.

This means many extraordinary and vulnerable species such as lemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter face an even greater struggle for survival. 

Millions of people use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food.

International trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is annually worth more than two billion dollars.

The study is the most comprehensive ever undertaken on the subject and uses novel analyses to combine data on the distribution of bamboo species and on existing forest cover.

It shows that many bamboo species, including relatives of th
_________________________________________________________________________________________

SAPA (South African Press Association)

May 10, 2004

AFRICA'S GORILLAS, LEMURS THREATENED BY BAMBOO LOSS

BYLINE: the United Nations Environment

BODY:


(EMBARGO: Not for publication/b'cast before 2am Tuesday) More than half of the world's 1,200 species of bamboo are in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction, according to a report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Tuesday. The Nairobi-based organisation says this is bad news for several African animals, including eastern mountain gorillas and several types of lemur in Madagascar. UNEP says urgent action is needed to protect bamboo -- one of the world's most ancient life forms -- and the species that depend on it. The director of UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre, Mark Collins, says the researchers who compiled the report used unique mapping techniques to identify, for the first time, the world-wide distribution of bamboo. "Woody bamboos are important world-wide. Many people will be surprised to learn they are found not only in Asia, but also in the forests of the Amazon and the Andes, and even in African cloud forests. "They are associated with... many highly-specialised animal species, including the bamboo lemurs of Madagascar, giant pandas, mountain gorillas, and tiny species such as the world's second smallest bat, which roosts inside bamboo stems." According to the UNEP report, bamboo shoots make up 90 percent of the diet of Africa's eastern mountain gorillas during some months of the year. "The endangered eastern or mountain bongo -- a large forest antelope of the Aberdare Mountains in Kenya -- migrates to spend the dry season in the dense bamboo thickets on the (range's) upper slopes. "The survival in the wild of the mountain bongo depends partly on the conservation of bamboo forests," the report says. In Madagascar, three species of lemur -- the grey, the greater, and the golden bamboo lemurs -- are critically endangered as a result of loss of bamboo forest. So too is the country's ploughshare tortoise -- the world's rarest species of tortoise -- which lives in the drier western parts of the island. The report says millions of people around the world use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food. "International trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than US2-billion annually." In a media statement marking the release of the report, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said bamboos were among the oldest and most fascinating life forms, with high economic and conservation value. "Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored, with many species taken for granted. "This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species," he said. There is one species of bamboo in Africa, and ten endemic species on Madagascar. Some species of the plant can be very fast growing, with one Japanese variety managing 1.2 metres a day. In Asia, bamboo shoots are eaten by millions of people, who use it, like rice, as a meal base.

JOURNAL-CODE: WSAP
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Bahrain Tribune
May 10, 2004 Monday

Fund needed to combat pollutants, BAHRAIN TRIBUNE

BODY:
URL: http://www.bahraintribune.com/

35 delegates from Arab countries attend regional workshop on environment Bahrain has a tight policy when it comes to managing the use, disposal and trading in polluting chemicals but still needs funding to the tune of nearly $350,000 to fully implement the Stockholm Convention for persistent organic pollutants (POPs) which the Kingdom signed two years ago, said Dr Afaf Al Sho'ala, director of environmental control at Environmental Affairs. She was speaking on the sidelines of the five-day UN Environment Program (UNEP) regional workshop on National Action Plans under the Stockholm Convention with emphasis on dioxins, furans and PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls).

The workshop is being conducted by the UNEP chemicals unit in Geneva in co-ordination with UNEP's regional office for west Asia, and 35 delegates from different Arab countries are attending it. It is under the patronage of Governor of Southern Governorate and chairman of the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife Shaikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa. 

"Developing countries that are signatories to the Stockholm Convention do have access to some funding help, and when Bahrain signed the convention, we brought in an UNEP expert who worked with the stakeholders and assessed that we'd need nearly $350,000 to completely implement the regulations," Dr Al Sho'ala said. "Despite the fact that the funding hasn't yet been sanctioned by the authorities, Bahrain has made considerable progress in working to streamline the management of chemical pollutants.

"For instance, in 2001, we helped move a ministerial order on the management of health-care waste and got the Salmaniya Medical Centre incinerator removed from Salmaniya premises since it was in the middle of a residential area. This was part of our efforts to implement stringent dioxin and furan limits. These are emitted when waste is incinerated."

Bahrain has strict regulations to prevent the unauthorised importation of chlorinated pesticides, and in the list of 127 chemicals banned in Bahrain are the 12 most dangerous POPs targetted for phasing out and management by the Stockholm Convention.

Delegates were welcomed by Dr Ismael Al Madany of the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, who said Bahrain recognised the danger of chemical pollution and was ready to co-operate with the world to curb the use and careless disposal of such chemicals.

UNEP's Dr Habib el Habr said the workshop was part of UN programme efforts to help nations cope with the growing list of dangerous chemicals added to at the rate of 1,500 a day globally and about which barely 5 per cent of information was available. "We're concerned about the management and trade of these chemicals, many of which are already banned in developed countries but which continue to show up in big quantities in the developing world.

"The aim of this workshop is to assist participating countries in carrying out their national implementation plans (NIP) for the Stockholm Convention and is a followup from the sub-regional NIP consultation and inventory-training workshop held last year in Damascus, Syria.

Delegates will be aided in conducting the next steps: the action plan to turn the planned projects into reality." Topics to be grappled with include the overview and requirements in the action plan, social and economic issues related to POPs and registration of chemicals used, inventory control, options for domestic disposal, export, local management of equipment, best environment practices and best available techniques.




_________________________________________________________________________________________ Bahrain Tribune
May 10, 2004 Monday

Women have long way to go, BAHRAIN TRIBUNE

BYLINE: Meera Ravi

BODY:
URL: http://www.bahraintribune.com/

Mixed reaction on second anniversary of women's inclusion in electoral process Despite a new woman Minister of Health and an increasingly active Supreme Council for Women, Bahraini women were muted in their praise for all that they have achieved in the two years since they were included into the electoral fold as voters and candidates in the Kingdom's municipal and parliamentary elections. Yesterday marked the conclusion of two years since this historic achievement, and the Tribune spoke to a representative cross-section of Bahraini women on what they felt about the status of Bahraini women since the expanding of their political and social horizons.

Respected human-resources expert and a member of the Bahrain Society for Training and Development Mariam Janahi said while the overall picture certainly looked better for Bahraini women, not much had changed at grassroots level where those who had never been involved to start with were still at the same level. "There are no development programmes targeting women so that we can leverage our advantages.

"Yes, we've shown the way and come a long way from a decade ago but this hasn't translated into a broadening of horizons for the woman in the villages or even in general. I don't see any programmes to raise women's consciousness about their rights so that they can fight for them as individuals. 

"We need more grassroots programmes to reach out to women and educate them on what's happening to the world around them, how it impacts on their rights, freedom and responsibilities and how new opportunities are opening up for them because of this. Without this communication effort, advantages will remain with the elite few."

Janahi said the education system and Islamic scholars could do a lot to empower women by undertaking such a communications campaign.

"Unfortunately, many people in responsible and decision-making positions in our culture are in need of such education themselves," she said. "We need a mind-set change among women and men to take forward the women's cause." She also felt the circle of powerful women in the Kingdom should be widened in order to encourage new perspectives and ideas.

"As long as those selected to serve on the Shura Council and in government organisations are limited to a small group, potential leaders who have a lot to contribute will remain ignored, and that's not good for the country," Janahi said.

Lawyer Fatima Al Hawaj who contested in the parliamentary elections and was considered for sometime as a front-runner in the polls, says the ordinary woman is still waiting for recognition of her rights.

"It's something to be proud of that we have a woman minister and women Shura Council members but we've a long way to go. The main problem is a lack of education among women. Most Bahraini women fall into two categories: they're either very Westernised or very traditional.

"And the conservatives outnumber the Westernised ones so we've a situation where, outwardly, we've working women and women in colleges and schools but, in the final analysis, women emerge out of these institutions of learning with very little knowledge of their rights and how to assert themselves."

Al Hawaj, too, called for better communication to ordinary women about everyday issues that affect them and how they can ensure that their rights are honoured. "I intend to contest in the next elections also but, frankly, I've very little hope of winning. "However, the very fact that I can contest is good. It shows that we can build on this initial platform and seek greater rights."

In contrast, office worker Nadia Al Murbaty who works at the United Nations Environmental Programme said she felt empowered by the changes that have swept Bahraini women to a position of eminence.

"I feel there are more areas of activity and productivity open to Bahraini women today, and my generation of 20- and 30-somethings can achieve a lot more thanks to the work done by the Supreme Council for Women," she said. "However, as we mark the second anniversary of winning the right to vote and represent our people in Parliament, I can see that not enough has been done.

"Last time, we fared poorly because of a lack of preparation. If we're to make a mark in the 2006 elections, women's groups must begin now to reach out and influence their sisters. Only then will we have grassroots progress and real change."
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press
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 Garbage hits beach at 'Bloody Tarawa' in new, 'trashed' Pacific

BYLINE: By CHARLES J. HANLEY, AP Special Correspondent

DATELINE: TARAWA, Kiribati

BODY:
On the beach at "Bloody Tarawa," where U.S. Marines died by the hundreds, the broken bottles, crushed boxes and plastic bags are now piling up by the millions.

Rotting under the equatorial sun, the garbage of an open dump is spreading over a section of World War II's Red Beach, a strip of sand hallowed in American military history.

It's a sign of the crisis of solid waste that threatens to overwhelm the tiny atolls of the Pacific, tropical "paradises" whose beauty already is often marred by layers of debris - rubbish with nowhere to go.

Here in Tarawa atoll, a curl of small, narrow and overcrowded coral islands ringing an aquamarine lagoon, the Kiribati government is making slow progress, opening one trash landfill and building another. 

But island governments everywhere say they need more help.

"We urgently need access to effective and affordable technologies, including recycling equipment, before this issue of wastes becomes critical," Jagdish Koonjul of Mauritius, head of the Alliance of Small Island States, told a U.N. conference in March.

"Our islands are being 'wasted,"' warned environmental experts from Fiji's University of the South Pacific in a report last fall.

Sandy, palmy, steamy Kiribati is among the smallest of small island states - a mere 266 square miles of dry land, often inaccessible, on 32 atolls spread over 2 million square miles of ocean, midway between Hawaii and Australia.

The shortage of space forces hard choices, like putting the first engineered landfill in a location that had been earmarked for national parkland.

"For a country like us, who don't have land, we are running out of options," said Tererei Abete-Reema, Kiribati's deputy environment director.

In 1997, the option was historic Red Beach, on the lagoon side of the Tarawa atoll's Betio island. An area several hundred yards long was designated as a dump.

Sixty years ago, on Nov. 20, 1943, the U.S. 2nd Marine Division came ashore there to seize Tarawa, in World War II's first major amphibious assault on heavily fortified Japanese positions.

The Marines' eventual victory was costly: A mistaken landing at low tide left them exposed offshore on the coral reef, under deadly Japanese fire. More than 3,400 Americans were killed or wounded in four days of fighting. Only 146 of 4,800 Japanese troops and Korean laborers survived.

Bunkers and rusting landing craft still dot the shore and reefs, but history has moved on. The Gilbert Islands, a former British colony, gained independence as Kiribati - pronounced Ki-ra-bas - in 1979, to subsist by selling coconut products, aquarium fish and licenses to fishing fleets. The impoverished population, meantime, exploded to today's 90,000.

At least 30,000 are jammed onto 282-acre Betio - pronounced Bay-sho - many in plywood-and-thatch shacks, with no sewage system, with contaminated groundwater, and with the accumulating garbage of Red Beach.

"Aluminum cans alone - they're throwing away 100 tons of aluminum cans a year in Tarawa," said Alice Leney of the Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific, an aid group helping Kiribati manage its waste.

Plastic bottles, bags and other packaging are piling up just as fast - at five times the rate of the early 1990s in small island states, the U.N. Environment Program estimates. Even medical waste ends up in the open dumps.

Islanders blame cultural habit in part. A people who not long ago tossed coconut husks and fish bones out their huts' back doors are now, in effect, doing the same with waste that is not biodegradable - from beer cans to worn-out vehicles.

"I live near the sea, and when the pile of garbage outside gets too high, I dump it in the sea," Tenea Taoieta, 29, a fuel depot manager, told a visiting journalist. "Sometimes it washes back up and smells."

One survey suggested that under half the 6,500 tons of solid waste Tarawa produces each year is carted by town council workers to the government's six surface dumps. Much of the rest - what isn't burned - litters the islands in uncontrolled heaps, between houses, along beaches, sometimes to be carried off by the tides and deposited elsewhere.

To contain the Red Beach overflow, a seawall was built at the dump, with loan money from the Asian Development Bank.

That continuing, $10 million bank program has also financed the design and building of the two landfills - one just completed 4 miles east of Betio on South Tarawa, and the other under construction 4 miles farther east on that larger island.

The landfill areas, reclaimed from the lagoon, are holes of a few acres each, ringed by sandbagged walls. The plan is to cover each day's deposit of trash with a layer of sand until the hole is filled.

The first site already has problems: The Japanese construction company did not install a liner in the bottom to keep lagoon water out and to keep contaminants from seeping into the lagoon.

Planners hope to find a private enterprise to operate the landfills, just as Leney's foundation hopes to interest recyclers in Kiribati's unclaimed aluminum cans, plastic bottles and cardboard. Potential profits may be too small, however, to justify costly recycling technology, and transport costs too great to justify shipping out the castoffs.

In hopes of laying the groundwork, the foundation has launched a campaign - "Kaoki Mange!" Gilbertese for "Send the Rubbish Back!" - and set up collection points for recyclables.

"We've been trying to build a model for atolls and take it to the Marshall Islands and Tuvalu," Leney said, referring to two nearby island nations.

In a place so poor and remote, "it won't be easy" to subdue the growing mountains of waste, said environment deputy Abete-Reema.

"We'll probably stumble," she said. "It took us almost a decade to get this far."

For years more, then, scavengers will scramble over odorous mounds at Red Beach, finding poor men's prizes of worn tires or firewood on a narrow piece of real estate that young Americans once bought at the ultimate price.

GRAPHIC: AP Photos NY343-348 of May 10 by Richard Vogel; AP Graphic TARAWA ATOLL
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Development: paper trail grows at U.N. indigenous forum

BYLINE: By Marty Logan

DATELINE: MONTREAL, May 8, 2004

BODY:
The lengthy list of reports submitted to the only full-time United Nations body dedicated to indigenous peoples prior to its 2004 session is a sign of its success, say some observers.

For others, it is a bad omen.

The growing list of documents is available on the website of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which holds its 2004 session May 10-21 in New York. One critic says all that electronic "paper" reflects the bureaucratic nature of the two-year-old body. 

"The early signs are kind of disturbing ... especially the really constrained agenda," says Jeff Corntassel, assistant professor in the indigenous governance programme at Canada's University of Victoria.

"So far it really appears to run like other standard U.N. agencies (but) there's got to be some avenue for pursuing justice other than (just) report writing," he added in an interview.

Corntassel says Forum members he has talked to "agree that there's no recourse and that there has to be some ... response or accountability mechanism". At present, the Forum only has a mandate to advise U.N. member agencies.

He suggests that indigenous peoples, also known in different parts of the world as aboriginals, tribal or native peoples, should take more direct action, by "naming and shaming" governments that do not respect indigenous peoples, for example.

Indigenous activist Victoria Tauli-Corpuz sees it differently. Executive director of the Philippines-based Tebtebba Foundation, Tauli-Corpuz says the increased number of reports submitted to the Permanent Forum mean that U.N. agencies and member states are taking indigenous issues more seriously.

"We are quite happy with the (forum's) development. It really has brought most of the U.N. agencies to come and make a report on what they are doing in relation to indigenous peoples," she said in a telephone interview from Baguio City in the Philippines.

"And it's really a good process to look into the details of how issues related to the mandate of the Permanent Forum, like environment, development, health, education, culture, even (human) rights, are being addressed."

Having half of the forum's 16 members chosen by indigenous peoples has also set a tone for meetings that is different to that of other U.N. bodies, adds Tauli-Corpuz.

"We can be more open about our critiques of how the governments are dealing with us and the reports. As long as they are submitted by NGOS (non-governmental organisations) with accreditation to ECOSOC (the U.N. Economic and Social Council) (they) become part of the official report."

During their two-week meeting forum members will hear submissions from around the world on education, health, environment, culture, economic and social development and human rights. At the heart of all these subjects is indigenous peoples' relationship with their land -- and the legal rights they have over it.

What they will not discuss -- although it will be on the minds of many of the 1,500 delegates expected to attend the forum -- is the Draft U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, a project undertaken a decade ago to spell out those rights, including to the land and resources that remain central to the lives of most aboriginal people.

After nine years of negotiations, only two of the document's 45 articles have been agreed on by indigenous peoples and governments. Many observers blame a few nations -- the United States, United Kingdom, Canada and Australia -- for the impasse, saying they are scared of the legal implications of recognising aboriginals as distinct population groups with collective rights.

For many of the delegates who will gather in New York this week, that failure reflects the faint impact of the U.N. Decade of the World's Indigenous People, which ends Dec. 31.

"Clearly a decade wasn't going to solve all our problems, but previous ones like the women's decade solved a lot more," says Corntassel.

But not everyone is so pessimistic. "I think in many ways the decade has been successful," says Suhas Chakma, coordinator of the Asian Indigenous & Tribal Peoples Network, a continent-wide alliance of groups and activists.

He is also quick to criticise the Permanent Forum's method of work, saying, for example, that the body must start including the dozens of interventions it receives each session in its final report, or indigenous people will begin doubting that it represents their concerns.

But overall, "I'm definitely optimistic because the issues are moving at the international level," Chakma says in a telephone interview from New Delhi. "The decade has forced some of the U.N. agencies to pay more attention to indigenous peoples", he adds, predicting that the results of that increased focus will "percolate down to the local level".

The special theme of this year's session is indigenous women, which will be addressed during a panel discussion on opening day, May 10.

When the meeting ends, forum members will submit their report to ECOSOC, recommending what U.N. agencies like UNICEF (the children's fund) UNDP (the development programme) and UNEP (the environment agency) should do to improve their handling of issues related to the planet's more than 300 million indigenous people.

ECOSOC will decide at its meeting in July which of those suggestions to forward to U.N. member states at this year's General Assembly.

On its website the forum secretariat points out that one recommendation from the 2002 meeting has already borne results: U.N. agencies issued 11 invitations to forum members to participate in their meetings in the past year.

"Such invitations are an indication of the beginning of fruitful results following the forum's recommendation ... that representation of the forum at various meetings of relevance to its mandate throughout the year is one of the methods of work of the forum, and that all subsidiary bodies of (ECOSOC) should welcome the forum and its members," says the secretariat.

Permanent Forum President Ole Henrik Magga told IPS earlier this year that UNICEF set important benchmarks in a report on indigenous children published in February. By collecting and publishing essential data about indigenous people, the agency 'set the bar' for other U.N. agencies to reach for.

"With this in hand we can go to all the other agencies and say, 'Look what UNICEF did. We want you to come up with a description and, especially, an action plan'," said Magga.

At last year's forum, officials from the World Bank -- whose support for mines, dams and other projects on land occupied by indigenous peoples has been widely condemned -- announced a new fund, which would provide money for small-scale development activities by indigenous people, train indigenous leaders in Latin America and fund the Permanent Forum itself.

But, despite all of the expectations of the forum, both Corntassel and Chakma say it is just one tool that indigenous people should use to advance issues that are important to them.

"I think indigenous peoples are really savvy about how they use the Permanent Forum -- knowing its limitations they use it to their advantage", says Corntassel, by putting their grievances against states "on the record", for example.
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The news that the United Nations Environment Programme is co-ordinating an

initiative to save the world's remaining great apes from extinction is not

entirely reassuring. The body's involvement conjures up images of its

numerous past failures, such as the wholesale slaughter of another

primate -- human beings -- that occurred on its watch in Rwanda.

However, so precarious is the current state of the great apes, with experts

predicting outright extinction of some species within 10 to 15 years, that

any effort to save gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos and orangutans is to be

welcomed -- no matter the agency responsible. The rate of slaughter of these

mammals, so closely related to humankind (some share 98% of the DNA found in

humans), is equally shocking. "Crisis is an appropriate word," says Richard

Leakey, the eminent Kenyan conservationist.

Where two decades ago the population of great apes in central Africa was

estimated in the millions, the total is now about 450,000, and the number is

dropping at a precipitous rate. The source of this disaster is commercial

logging, human encroachment and poaching for bushmeat, which is then sold

openly in markets and even exported to countries such as the United Kingdom.

Corruption, poverty and bureaucratic lassitude are all contributing factors.

Environmental organizations have responded by broadcasting ghastly images of

female gorillas, clutching their dead young, slaughtered for meat that is

worth pennies to the poachers.

The UN-sponsored initiative to save the apes is called the Great Apes

Survival Project, and it has enlisted a long list of partner NGOs, including

the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund and the World Wildlife Fund. Jane Goodall has

been appointed UN special envoy for Great Apes. Dr. Leakey serves as the

project's special advisor. According to the United Nations Environment

Programme, the project "is to provide a framework into which all the

individual conservation efforts of governments, wildlife departments,

academics, non-governmental organizations, UN agencies and others can be

layered to ensure maximum efficiency." (Donations can be made at

www.unep.org/grasp.)

It is a noble initiative. We can only wish the Great Ape Survival Project

success, and hope that the urgent work of the project is not undone by an

international bureaucracy that has stumbled many times in the past.
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US Says Misunderstood on Climate Change Policy
BRUSSELS - The United States is committed to fighting global warming even if it has rejected the Kyoto treaty, the U.S. climate change negotiator said Monday. 

President Bush's decision in 2001 to reject the Kyoto pact on cutting carbon dioxide emissions, believed to cause global warming, prompted fierce criticism around the world and hurt international relations on environmental issues. 

"We use every opportunity that we can in many fora around the world to get our message out...We feel that people don't hear all that we are doing," senior climate change negotiator Harlan Watson told reporters ahead of a conference. 

"We need to get our message out better," Watson added. 

In a speech prepared for the Brussels conference, Watson outlined the Bush administration's policy on climate change, highlighting a commitment to reduce emissions growth. 

He also highlighted cooperation between the United States and partners such as the European Union, which backs the Kyoto pact, aimed at advancing climate change science and technology. 

While climate change is an issue of great interest to the European public, Watson said the environment was unlikely to play any role in Bush's presidential campaign against his Democratic challenger, Senator John Kerry. 

"Environment is really not a point. In the end, it is the economics and the Middle East in particular that is the focus of the American public," Watson said. 

Story Date: 11/5/2004 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

World Bank Panel Details Problems at Yacyretá Dam 
WASHINGTON, DC, May 10, 2004 (ENS) - The World Bank funded Yacyretá Hydroelectric dam on the Paraguay-Argentina border has harmed the lives and environment of about 4,000 families, a nongovernmental organization representing them has complained to the Bank. In response, the Bank asked an independent Inspection Panel to review the project. On Thursday, the panel reported that the families have legitimate grievances. 

The group, the Federación de Afectados por Yacyretá de Itapúa y Misiones (FEDAYIM), claimed the Bank violated its own policies and procedures in relation to the design and implementation of the Yacyretá project, which received World Bank loans totaling $878 million between 1979 and 2002. 

The World Bank Board of Executive Directors Thursday discussed the panel's findings, and also management’s official response to the review. 

[image: image7.jpg]


The Yacyretá Hydroelectric dam controls the Parana River on the Paraguay-Argentina border. (Photo courtesy Entidad Binacional Yacyretá)
Edith Brown Weiss, who chairs the Inspection Panel, said that the “Yacyretá investigation has been the most complex ever undertaken by the panel.” 

Brown Weiss told the Board that the Bank complied with its policies and procedures in some areas of concern, but not in many others. 

On the major environmental issues raised in the FEDAYIM request, the panel found that the Yacyretá reservoir did not cause flooding of urban creeks, contaminate the Parana River, or spread diseases. 

But the panel did agree with FEDAYIM that the dam was at times being operated at a higher level than provided for in the project’s legal agreements. 

While the panel found that the biophysical impacts from the major dam and reservoir were being managed competently, the panel stated that a number of important environmental problems remain at the resettlement sites. 

There was inadequate evaluation of the environmental impacts of roads, water, sewerage and drainage facilities at the resettlement sites, the panel found. 

On social issues, the panel said that the Bank fell short on implementing its policy on the resettlement of families and businesses affected by the Yacyretá project. The project will require the relocation of infrastructure and resettlement of a total of about 33,000 people on both banks of the river. 

The panel determined that a number of people were omitted from a 1990 census used to establish compensation and resettlement benefits. 

Alternative resettlement sites were not considered; there was no transparent and independent procedure for hearing grievances, and the impacts of resettlement sites on adjacent areas were not fully assessed, the panel determined. 

The report highlighted a need for improved project supervision, better census and survey data, wider public disclosure of information, and more effective consultations with affected groups. 

Power lines leading from the Yacyreta dam (Photo courtesy Entidad Binacional Yacyretá)
Bank management noted that some of the project’s problems stemmed from a series of extended economic and political crises in Argentina and Paraguay, and "resulting delays and uncertainties that have significantly increased the cost of the project." 

Currently, a lack of funds is preventing the project operator, Entidad Binacional Yacyretá (EBY), from completing the project and realizing the full generating capacity of the dam. 

"The inspection panel's review strengthens the case of the Paraguayan and Argentinean citizens' groups who oppose filling the Yacyretá reservoir," said Glenn Switkes, Latin America program director of California based International Rivers Network. 

"The Inspection Panel also confirmed that the reservoir has been routinely operating at one meter above its 'official' level, adversely affecting still unresettled riverbank communities, and possibly generating additional energy than officially accounted for," Switkes said. 

“We are extremely grateful for the work of the Inspection Panel, and the positive relationship we have enjoyed during this process," said David de Ferranti, World Bank vice president for Latin American and the Caribbean. "Its findings are constructive, and we believe the Action Plan we have put together responds to the issues raised in the panel’s report.” 

The action plan proposed by the World Bank management has three themes:

· Support of EBY’s social communication program aimed at clarifying what compensation schemes are available to affected communities, reducing uncertainty of those awaiting resettlement, and providing a forum for people to get information and express opinions. 

· Assist in development of a dispute resolution mechanism that would provide a suitable means of addressing concerns, without undermining the appropriate role of the judiciary as the last resort for dispute settlement. 

· An improved supervision and monitoring framework that would include twice-yearly Bank supervision missions to Yacyretá, expanded documentation of subjects raised by affected communities, suitable budget capacity for high levels of supervision, and the addition of a civil society specialist and an urban planner to the project team. 

The Bank's Executive Directors approved the management action plan, and welcomed management’s decision to provide them with a progress report that will detail what further measures will be taken to address problems identified by the panel. The Inspection Panel will review management’s action plan and implementation measures for the Board. 

This report, which will be provided within 90 days, will include progress made in the implementation of the Bank’s action plan and additional measures identified, including social and economic impacts of the project and measures taken with respect to the 2,416 families already relocated and the 6,000 families waiting to be relocated in Paraguay. 

Progress on implementing grievance procedures for affected people will be covered as well as decisions taken with regard to the water level in the reservoir and its potential impacts. 

The report will also address what the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) is doing with respect to Yacyretá, and how the IDB and the World Bank have been collaborating on issues identified during the inspection. 

But this approach does not go far enough to address the underlying problem of corruption, government and nongovernmental sources say. 

The persistent allegations of massive corruption at the $11 billion project are now under investigation by official commissions in both Paraguay and Argentina. 

Senator Richard Lugar of Indiana chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. (Photo courtesy OFfice of the Senator)
The U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee, headed by Senator Richard Lugar, an Indiana Republican, is including Yacyretá in an investigation of corruption in World Bank funded projects. The first public hearing is due to open on May 13. 

The Bank welcomed the committee's review, and Bank officials said they will cooperate with Senate officials. 

In a letter to World Bank President James Wolfensohn date April 20, Senator Lugar noted Yacyretá's $8 billion cost overrun and asked if the World Bank has "considered ordering an internationally accepted financial audit of the Yacyretá Dam project." 

"Perhaps the crucial issue involving Yacyretá - its sordid history of corruption - was dodged by the Inspection Panel," says Switkes. 

"It difficult to imagine that the World Bank did not know that billions of dollars was being siphoned off from the project, when they had to approve all contracts with consultants and construction companies. An independent investigation of the role of international banks and corporations in the financial aspects of the project is urgently needed."

_ 

Reuters

Indian Ocean Could Lose Coral Islands in 50 Years
VICTORIA, Seychelles - The Indian Ocean could lose most of its coral islands in the next 50 years if sea temperatures continue to rise and reefs badly damaged by global warming do not recover, a marine scientist said Monday. 

Global warming triggered the death of between 50 and 98 percent of coral reefs in a region stretching from northern Mozambique to Eritrea to Indonesia in 1998 and although there has been some recovery, scientists remain concerned. 

"We have reason to believe that if climate changes continue due to the carbon dioxide that is being pumped into the atmosphere, the temperatures at ground level and in the oceans will go up," Dr. Carl Lundin, head of the marine program of the Swiss-based World Conservation Union (IUCN), said. 

"So virtually all the coralline islands have a decent chance of disappearing in 50 years," Lundin told Reuters in Victoria, the capital of the Seychelles. 

Coral reefs are among the most diverse and productive communities on earth. Found in warm, clear, shallow waters of tropical oceans worldwide, reefs have functions ranging from providing food and shelter to fish and invertebrates to protecting the shore from erosion. 

Many coral reef organisms can only tolerate a narrow range of environmental conditions and are very sensitive to damage from environmental changes such as rising temperatures which can cause bleaching and eventual death. 

Lundin said sustained warming up of ocean currents which followed the El Nino effect in 1998 resulted in bleaching and widespread damage to corals in the Indian Ocean. 

"So a very large region has been affected and an awful lot of damage has been caused by the temperature increases which varied from one to two to generally up to five degrees Celsius." 

According to Lundin, the Seychelles' coralline islands of Amirantes, Aldabra, Bird island and Denis island which support unique ecosystems are seriously threatened. 

"These islands are made of fossil reefs that have been raised out of the water but as erosion continues, they are likely to be gnawed away," said Lundin. 

Lundin said there was some coral recovery with islands which lost up to 100 percent of their coral cover in 1998 having regained between two and 20 percent of their cover. 

He attributed the gradual recovery of corals in Seychelles to time and the lack of negative development. 

Story by George Thande 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Critics blast Norway
Wed May 05, 2004 11:38 PM ET 

By Alister Doyle 

OSLO (Reuters) - Environmentalists have started the 2004 whale hunting season by criticising a Norwegian trial system that replaces inspectors on ships with computerised sensors. 

Critics said the new "blue boxes" -- which are to be installed on 14 out of about 40 whaling boats this year – can be too easily manipulated and will not record how long it takes for the huge sea mammals to die after they are harpooned. 

"Human surveillance is best," said Frode Pleym of Greenpeace. "Any other system allows manipulation." 

Norway resumed commercial hunts of minke whales in 1993, arguing that Atlantic stocks of the small species had recovered, despite a 1985 moratorium by the International Whaling Commission. Norwegians mostly eat minke whales fried as steaks. 

Norway has set a quota of 670 whales for 2004 and estimates that there are more than 100,000 in the northeast Atlantic. Japan and Iceland also hunt minke whales. 

Whale expert Egil Ole Oen, who developed the blue boxes, said the sensors, packed in tamper-proof portable computers, would record a variety of data, including the vessel's location, when harpoons are fired and when a carcass is winched aboard. 

He rejected an international campaign launched by some 200 anti-whaling groups in March, who have called for a ban and say whales survive for two minutes on average after they are hit. 

"We know that at least 80 percent of the animals die or lose consciousness instantaneously," the associate professor at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science said. 

"It's like switching out the light." 

Anti-whaling campaigners are planning a demonstration outside the Norwegian embassy in London on May 10.
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UN or UNEP in the news

Half of world's species of wild bamboo threatened by extinction: UN study http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_world/view/84253/1/.html
Channel News Asia, Singapore, May 11, 2004 - PARIS : As many as half of the world's 1,200 wild species of bamboo may be in danger of extinction through deforestation, an event that would devastate animals like the panda which feed on this plant, according to a UN study released on Tuesday.
…"Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on Earth, with high economic and conservation value," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).
"This new report makes it clear that conserving bamboo, for the sake of people and for the sake of wildlife, should have a high priority in this global effort," Toepfer said in a press release.
 

Opec has no obligation in oil price hike
EastDay.com, China, May 11, 2004 - UAE Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources Obeid bin Saif al-Nasiri denied Opec had any obligation in the oil price hike in the world market, the English daily Khaleej Times reported Monday.
The rise was necessitated by political and not economic factors, affirmed al-Nasiri on the sidelines of the UN Environment Programme Conference convened in Abu Dhabi Sunday.

http://english.eastday.com/epublish/gb/paper1/1264/class000100001/hwz193948.htm 

Can You Drink Plastic? 

The 'desert' is creeping up on us. But more than half the globe is unaware of the perils of a scorched future.
Outlookindia.com (PAROMITA SHASTRI)- Is it possible that the next world war be fought over water? The world's 262 international river basins account for nearly half of its land surface, generate about 60 per cent of the freshwater flow and are home to 2.7 billion people. Some 150 of these in Asia, Africa and Latin America are outside any treaty or agreement and could be the flashpoints for future disputes.
Why? Because, says an United Nations Environment Programme study, water supply is directly connected to a nation's prosperity—per person water availability increases along with its national income, giving better sanitation and increased health benefits. But an indiscriminate use of the life-giving resource has meant that in another 20 years, two-thirds of the world's population will live in water-stressed areas. A huge chunk of them are likely to be in India.

http://www.outlookindia.com/full.asp?fodname=20040517&fname=UN+(F)&sid=1 

************************

General Environment News

Arroyo likely to beat Poe – At least 20 killed in poll-related violence
Bangkok Post, May 11, 2004 (Manila, Reuters) – Philippine President Gloria Arroyo looked likely to defeat movie star Fernando Poe Jr in national elections yesterday, one exit poll showed, after millions of Filipinos voted in an election scarred by violence.
Marathon election ends – Vajpayee’s coalition struggles to secure an outright majority
Bangkok Post, May 11, 2004 –New Delhi, Reuters – Voting ended in India’s marathon election yesterday with exit pools showing Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s ruling coalition struggling to get a clear majority in parliament.

Television exit pools predicted Mr Vajpayee’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its allies would win anywhere between 248 and 279 seats in the 545-seat lower house. That would leave Mr Vajpayee as overwhelming favourite to form a government but mean he may have to woo small, populist parties to expand his already large coalition.

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –11 May 2004

UN and UNEP in the news

12th Session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development held in New York

China Environment News 2004-5-10

The twelfth session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-12) was held at UN Headquarters in New York from 14-30 April 2004. CSD-12 served as a preparatory meeting for the ten-year review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in the first three days and the CSD-12 Review Session in the following two weeks. The CSD-12 Review Session focused on the thematic cluster of water, sanitation and human settlements. Chinese Delegation headed by Vice Minister Liu Jiang of State Development and Reform Commission of China attended the meeting. Acting President of China Development Institute, Zhang Qi made a presentation at the meeting calling on the world’s joint effort in protection of the environment in the Yangtze River. Zhang Qi also won UN award for his efforts in conservation of the environment in the Yangtze River basin.

General Environment News
China, Britain agree to strengthen bilateral relations

London, Xinhuanet 2004-5-10

Visiting Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and British Prime Minister Tony Blair Monday hailed the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two countries and pledged to work closely to further strengthen bilateral relations. …The two sides have agreed to intensify discussions on important strategic issues such as fighting terrorism, promoting nonproliferation, protecting environment and ensuring sustained development. The two sides would increase cooperation in investment and trade, finance, science and technology, education, environmental protection and agriculture. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-05/10/content_1461541.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Submission from ROE

 Le Figaro, 10 mai: Appel international contre les dangers de la pollution chimique                

 PARIS (AFP) - 76 personnalités françaises et étrangères ont appelé vendredi à Paris les pouvoirs  

 publics nationaux, européens et l'ONU à combattre la pollution chimique et les maladies liées à   

 l'environnement                                                                                 

 Dans une "Déclaration internationale sur les dangers sanitaires de la pollution chimique", les    

 signataires estiment que "le développement de nombreuses maladies actuelles est consécutif à la   

 dégradation de l'environnement" et que "la pollution chimique constitue une menace grave pour     

 l'enfant et la survie de l'Homme".                                                                

 Parmi les signataires figurent de grands noms de la médecine (Luc Montagnier, Samuel Epstein,     

 Lucien Israël, François Jacob, Richard Clapp), des sciences (Jean-François Narbonne, Hubert       

 Reeves, Yves Coppens), de l'environnement (Nicolas Hulot, Corinne Lepage), l'ancien secrétaire    

 général de l'ONU Boutros Boutros-Ghali, et deux députés Verts européens, Paul Lannoye (Belgique)  

 et Claude Turmes (Luxembourg).                                                                    

 Le texte exige aussi des Etats "de mettre en oeuvre des mesures fortes pour réduire les émissions 

 de gaz à effet de serre, sans attendre la mise en application effective du protocole de Kyoto".   

 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Chechnya

10 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the Security Council today voiced both their dismay and condemnation of Sunday’s terrorist attack in Grozny, which killed Chechen President Akhmad Kadyrov and a number of bystanders.

“Such acts can never be justified. They can only delay the return to peace and justice in Chechnya,” Mr. Annan’s spokesman, Fred Eckhard, said in a statement.

The Secretary-General “extends his deepest condolences to the Government of the Russian Federation and to the families of the victims,” the statement added.

The Council President for May, Pakistani Ambassador Munir Akram, read a statement in an open session unequivocally condemning the perpetrators of the bomb attack, which came during the commemoration of Victory Day, the Russian Federation’s most solemn national holiday.

The statement expressed the Council’s deepest sympathy and condolences to the people and the Government of the Russian Federation.

The Council “reaffirms that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and security and that any acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, whenever and by whomsoever committed,” Ambassador Akram said.

* * *
Iraq

10 May – United Nations Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi is continuing consultations in Iraq with representatives from a wide spectrum of society to explore the planned political transition on 30 June.

According to a spokesman travelling with the envoy, the images of United States occupation soldiers apparently torturing Iraqi prisoners has been a key topic of discussion. “It is raised in almost every meeting we attend and Mr. Brahimi has had consultations with a very wide group of Iraqis over the past three or four days,” spokesman Ahmad Fawzi told UN Radio.

On Saturday, Mr. Brahimi met with the Governing Council, chaired by this month’s president Ezzelding Selim. “For over 90 minutes they discussed proposals for the caretaker government to which sovereignty would be transferred on July 1,” Mr. Fawzi said. “Mr. Brahimi listened to their views and answered all their questions regarding the political transition.”

Also over the weekend, the Special Adviser met separately with a group of more than 30 tribal leaders, Judge Dara Nouraldin, a member of the Governing Council, and a group of cabinet ministers. In addition, he held talks with leading academics, including the Rector of Baghdad University, as well as representatives of professional associations representing, engineers, economist, accountants, lawyers, doctors, pharmacists, labour unions and the business community.

Mr. Brahimi’s meetings included talks with the Deputy Commanding General in Iraq, Gen. John McCall of the United Kingdom.

The envoy’s contacts served to clarify what the transition entails, according to Mr. Fawzi. “I think that now most people are on-board with what is happening,” he said.

The spokesman also stressed that contrary to the impression given by some media reports, Mr. Brahimi did not propose a caretaker government composed of technocrats.

“What he did suggest was that the next Government that takes over sovereignty on July 1 should consist of men and women known for their honesty, integrity and competence in the first instance,” Mr. Fawzi said. “They should have the professional capacity and competence to run the affairs of this country for the limited period of seven or eight months leading up to elections when a fully representative government will be elected.”

* * *

Nigeria

10 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the efforts of Nigerian authorities and community officials who are trying to probe the killings that took place last week during communal clashes in a town in Nigeria’s central Plateau State.

“The Secretary-General welcomes the concerted efforts of the authorities and the affected communities not only to investigate the Yelwa killings with a view to bringing those responsible to justice, but also to promote the peaceful resolution of disputes,” Mr. Annan’s spokesman, Fred Eckhard, said at the daily briefing.

Mr. Annan was “deeply concerned over the reports of growing communal clashes in Nigeria” and condemned the attacks in Yelwa, where hundreds of people lost their lives last week, the spokesman said.

“He appeals for swift action to ensure the rule of law, and to promote reconciliation, and supports the Government’s efforts to protect the safety of all citizens throughout the country,” the spokesman said.

* * *

Timor-Leste

10 May – Cautioning that the peacekeeping developments in recently-independent Timor-Leste are better characterized as encouraging than as successful, the top United Nations envoy to the country today took his leave of a mission that is being gradually downsized.

“I would like to acknowledge with satisfaction the fact that the engagement of the peacekeeping mission in Timor Leste is widely described as having been a successful one,” Kamalesh Sharma, the chief of the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET), told the Security Council in an open briefing. “I myself characterize the outcomes and result as ‘encouraging.’”

The experience of the last half-century has shown that for success to be embedded and durable, unremitting effort and belief in the highest values of democratic and participative governance had to be demonstrated over a long period, Mr. Sharma said.

“All too often what appeared to be a success story has turned sour,” he said.

The first leaders of any nation must take care to safeguard the means of policy and not only the ends, Mr. Sharma said. “I believe this is a test which the first leadership of Timor-Leste is equipped to discharge to the lasting benefit of the present and succeeding generations.”

Independence from Indonesia was the choice of 80 per cent of voters in the former Portuguese colony in 1999, but the Indonesian army and its local militias exacted bloody vengeance, prompting intervention by an Australian-led international force. Under subsequent UN administration, Timor-Leste went on to elect Xanana Gusmão as President and Mari Alkatiri as Prime Minister in April 2002 before achieving full independence the next month.

Mr. Sharma called on the world to support Timor-Leste, one of its poorest countries, because “no lasting political or social gain can accrue without economic growth and social development.”

The commitment by Indonesia to control armed criminal elements inside and outside Timor-Leste was encouraging, as was the effort of Timor-Leste to develop the capabilities of its security agencies, Mr. Sharma said.

The Senior Minister in the Timor-Leste Presidency, Ana Pessoa, told the Council that the international community had managed to rebuild a nation in a “unique and inspiring chapter” in her people’s history.

She said the government and the Catholic Church were cooperating in raising the participation of women in preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS, eliminating domestic violence and promoting responsible family planning.

Timor-Leste and Indonesia would try to finalize their borders by June, while negotiations on the maritime border with Australia, lying in an area rich in oil and natural gas, had begun, Ms. Pessoa said.

* * *

Timor-Leste

10 May – A special court issued an arrest warrant today for retired Gen. Wiranto, the former Defence Minister and commander of Indonesian Armed Forces under indictment along with seven others for crimes against humanity in 1999 in Timor-Leste, according to the United Nations mission there.

The Serious Crimes Unit (SCU) in Timor-Leste indicted General Wiranto in February 2003, charging him with command responsibility for murder, deportation and persecution committed in the context of a widespread and systematic attack on the civilian population in East Timor.

“The issuance of the Wiranto warrant is an important step in our continuing efforts to bring to justice those responsible for the violence against the civilian population of East Timor in 1999,” said Nicholas Koumjian, Deputy General Prosecutor for Serious Crimes.

“It sends a message that the victims have not been forgotten and that the international community will not tolerate impunity for those responsible for crimes against humanity, whoever they are,” he added.

According to the SCU, international law holds commanders criminally responsible “if they knew or had reason to know of the commission of crimes against humanity by those under their effective control but failed to take reasonable and necessary measures to prevent the crimes or punish the perpetrators.”

An arrest warrant was issued last November for co-defendant Lt. Col. Yayat Sudrajat, while rulings by the Special Panel for Serious Crimes in East Timor are still expected on applications for six other warrants, the SCU said.

Since the SCU began its work, following violence that flared up after a 1999 UN-sponsored referendum, 83 indictments have been filed with the Special Panel and charges are pending against 313 persons, but most are believed to be outside Timor-Leste.

Since 2001, the Special Panel has convicted 50 defendants and acquitted two. Many have been indicted in connection with the murders or disappearances of 10 East Timorese staff members for what was then the UN Mission in East Timor (UNAMET).

* * * 
Middle East

10 May – The chief United Nations envoy for the Middle East peace process, Terje Roed-Larsen, was in Beirut today to meet with senior officials of Lebanon and brief them on last week’s Quartet meeting in New York.

Following separate meetings with Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and the Speaker of the Parliament, Nabih Berri, Mr. Roed-Larsen said he reiterated Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s position that on the Palestinian track, final status issues should be resolved between the parties and the parties alone, within the framework of the Road Map.

The Road Map is a plan sponsored by the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States calling for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two states – Israel and Palestine – living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

Mr. Roed-Larsen also said Israel’s proposed withdrawal from Gaza “should mark a proper end of the occupation in Gaza” and must take place within the broader framework of a region wide peace process, including the Lebanese and Syrian tracks.

* * *

Middle East

10 May – The last 10 days have seen one of the most intense periods of destruction by the Israeli military in Gaza since the start of the Intifada, with more than 100 homes flattened and 1,100 people left homeless, the main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees said today.

According to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), the Israeli military has demolished or damaged beyond repair 131 residential buildings since the start of May, bringing to 17,594 the total number of people who have lost their homes in Gaza.

The majority of the demolitions have taken place in Rafah in the south, where 11,215 people have already been made homeless by demolitions since the beginning of the current strife in September 2000, and in the region of the Kissufim Road, where a Palestinian attack on 2 May left an Israeli mother and her four children dead.

UNRWA Commissioner-General Peter Hansen said the Agency condemned “without reservation the 2 May killings, as it does the killing of innocent Palestinians and their children, as international law simply forbids collective punishment.”

“The overwhelming majority of the more than 17,000 Palestinians who have lost their homes in Gaza since the start of the intifada have been guilty of nothing more than living in the wrong place at the wrong time,” he said.

UNRWA, the largest humanitarian operation in the occupied Palestinian territory, has been providing those who have lost their homes with water, food, blankets and cash assistance. With funding from donors, the Agency has been able to build new shelters in safe places for several hundred of the homeless families, but its resources are unable to meet the growing humanitarian crisis faced by those without shelter.

* * * 

Colombia

10 May – Though kidnapping and assassination have declined in Colombia, the humanitarian situation has worsened, with 2 million people becoming displaced over the past 15 years and 1 million of those made homeless in the last three or four years alone, the United Nations chief of humanitarian relief said today.

The South American country had the world’s third largest internally displaced population, after the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Sudan, but it was a largely forgotten crisis, Jan Egeland, head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), told journalists at UN Headquarters in New York.

“Colombia has had an increasingly dirty war in recent years in which paramilitary forces and the guerrillas systematically attacked the civilian populations they believed to be supporting the other,” he said.

The consequent displacement posed a security risk for Colombia, since it could lead to a massive recruitment of millions of young people by the guerrilla groups, the paramilitary forces and the drug gangs, said Mr. Egeland, a former UN Special Adviser on Colombia.

OCHA would launch a new and extensive humanitarian aid plan next month focusing for 18 months on concrete humanitarian projects for the internally displaced and replacing the smaller plan launched two years ago, he said.

Aid from the United States had led to the decline in common crime, he said, but the policy of killing cocoa crops was highly controversial among non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and across the country, even as the multibillion-dollar narcotics industry fuelled the intense conflict. The drug trade, while causing misery on both receiving and producing ends, caused even more misery on the production side, Mr. Egeland said.

He said he had talked to President Álvaro Uribe and his ministers, 60 NGOs and representatives of 25 concerned countries and had recommended to the Colombians that the government devote more resources to the IDPs, but most of the government’s spending paid for the civil war and the national debt.

Indian Colombians and Afro-Colombians were subjected to the worst hardships of the drug war and some Indian tribes were being threatened with extinction, he said. Friends he had made while spending a month with an Indian tribe when he was a teenager had been massacred, dispersed or besieged by drug mafias and the paramilitary forces.

* * *

Sudan: human rights

10 May – A United Nations expert on arbitrary executions will visit the Upper Nile and Darfur regions of Sudan next month and report to the UN Commission on Human Rights, according to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

The Commission’s Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary, or arbitrary executions, Pakistani lawyer and human rights activist Asma Jahangir, would start her visit in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, on 2 June and leave the East African country on 12 June, OHCHR said.

The announcement of the Special Rapporteur’s trip comes after the release Friday of the report of a recent UN fact-finding mission to camps for Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad and to the Darfur region of western Sudan.

The report said that while black African rebels in western Sudan appear to have violated human rights in their quest for development, the Government of Sudan and its Arab proxy militia have responded with a “reign of terror” of massive human rights violations which “may constitute war crimes and/or crimes against humanity.”

Since her appointment in 1998 Ms. Jahangir has carried out field visits to Afghanistan, Albania, Brazil, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nepal, Timor-Leste, Turkey and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

* * *

Afghanistan

9 May – A vehicle transporting national electoral field coordinators in Afghanistan exploded in an unexplained blast on Saturday near Jalalabad, but the country’s voter registration drive continues, a United Nations spokesman reported today.

Speaking to the press in Kabul, Manoel de Almeida e Silva said it was not yet clear whether the four staffers and their driver, who all escaped with only minor injuries before their car was engulfed in flames, were deliberately attacked. “It could have been just a mine that was there and the vehicle hit it or it could have been a targeted attack by remote control device,” he said.

The Government is investigating and deminers have been sent to the area to determine whether the blast was caused by a mine or a remote controlled improvised explosive device, according to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

Meanwhile, over 2 million Afghans have been registered so far, including over 600,000 women.

Jean Arnault, the UN envoy to Afghanistan, has welcomed the news that members of Hezb-i-Islami, who recently announced their commitment to renounce the use of violence and join the peace process, have made known their intention to register and participate in the elections.

Hezb-i-Islami leaders are expected to register on Monday in Kabul.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva stressed that the electoral process “is indeed inclusive and open to all Afghans irrespective of political affiliation who wish to exercise their constitutional right to elect and to be elected.”

Recent incidents of violence, he pointed out, “have so far not had any impact on the planning for voter registration.”

At the same time, he stressed that the issue of security is being taken “very seriously.”

Earlier this month, two international staff and their Afghan interpreter were killed while scouting locations for voter registration sites in the country’s mountainous northeast.

* * *

DR of Congo

10 May – The chief of the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) today called on militias in the east of the country to join the UN-backed peace process in Ituri province, where some 50,000 people have been killed and half a million uprooted from their homes.

William Lacy Swing urged the representatives of the militias not to lose this last chance offered them by the DRC Transitional Government.

The time had come to end the suffering of the people of Ituri and take part in the only responsible, courageous and nationwide solution, which was to play an active role in Ituri’s Disarmament and Reintegration Plan, he said at the opening meeting of the Committee for the Coordination of Armed Groups (CCGA).

The Plan’s immediate goal was to bring to an end the fighting and the suffering of the people by proposing to the armed groups a dignified exit strategy, as well as the possibility of reintegrating themselves into the Congolese community by working concretely towards national reunification and reconciliation, he said.

Meanwhile, MONUC said a UN Ituri Brigade patrol, ambushed early Friday near Kombokabo village, 25 kilometres southwest of Bunia, killed 10 militia members while two peacekeepers sustained injuries.

Front Nationaliste Intégrationniste (FNI) militia, which had been harassing civilians, opened fire on UN peacekeepers from the Bangladeshi contingent, MONUC said. Reinforcements comprising two Nepalese units and an MI-25 combat helicopter were deployed immediately to the area and they destroyed two FNI militia camps in Kombokabo and Ngaju.

The Ituri Brigade pursued the militiamen who fled towards the Songololo district, MONUC said.

* * *

Indigenous people

10 May – With native peoples worldwide continuing to encounter systemic prejudice and discrimination, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the international community to confront such ill-will head on, in a spirit of solidarity and respect, to help indigenous peoples overcome a history of inequality.

Opening the Third Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Secretary-General said despite a dramatic shift in global attitudes, indigenous peoples still suffered disproportionately from extreme poverty and faced serious barriers to health care and basic education.

Such threats would only “fester and deepen” without immediate and decisive action, he added, calling for particular focus on promoting the rights of indigenous women and encouraging their greater involvement in decision-making.

Some 1,500 people from about 500 groups will meet over the next two weeks at UN Headquarters in New York to focus attention on indigenous women and girls, whose well-being is critical to the survival and prosperity of their peoples’ unique culture in this age of globalization.

As keepers of gender-specific traditional knowledge, it is mainly through the indigenous woman that traditional language and culture is transmitted from one generation to the next. Their vulnerability has been amply demonstrated, and this year’s Forum is an opportunity to exchange good practices in protecting and supporting indigenous women.

“For far too long the hopes and aspirations of indigenous peoples have been ignored,” Mr, Annan said in his opening address, recalling that “partnership in action” was the motto of the UN International Decade of the World’s Indigenous people. “The time has come to give concrete meaning to those words.”

But, he warned, partnerships among governments, the UN, civic action groups and private businesses will only work if there is genuine participation of indigenous peoples in the decisions that affect them – and if there is a genuine sensitivity towards their cultures.

The Forum advises and makes recommendations to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on social development, economic, cultural, human rights, environmental, education and health issues.

This year’s session will feature a number of panel discussions and round-table meetings with indigenous and women’s rights experts, including former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson, now the Chairperson of the Council of Women World Leaders and Executive Director of the Ethical Globalization Initiative.

* * *

Sri Lanka

10 May – Nearly 80,000 Sri Lankan families need international emergency food, seeds and fertilizer following poor rainfall in the Indian Ocean island’s rice paddies, according to a United Nations report released today.

The document, prepared by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food Programme (WFP), found an uncovered deficit of nearly 84,000 tons of rice after taking into account anticipated commercial imports and food aid for 2004.

In the worst-affected areas rice losses ranged from 20 to 70 per cent, while the overall decrease in paddy production in this nation of 19 million was 7.2 per cent below the previous five-year average and almost 14 per cent below 2002-2003 figures.

The reduced rainfall and paddy production followed two successive bumper harvests which had led to assumptions that household stocks were fairly good at the end of 2003. Now, the report warns, many of the poorest and most vulnerable households are once again exposed to shortages.

The report was based on a March visit to Sri Lanka by experts from the two agencies. 

* * *

Zambia

10 May – United Nations and other relief agencies are responding to humanitarian needs in Zambia created by floods that have been plaguing the country since December and which now affect more than 20,000 people.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has released a $43,500 emergency grant to buy urgently-needed supplies such as water purification sachets, blankets, mosquito nets and jerry cans, while the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has supplied tents and “school-in-a-box” kits.

For its part, the Government of Zambia has carried out evacuations of several areas and its Disaster Management and Migration Unit has propositioned 150 tons of food in the seven most affected districts. The Zambia Red Cross, together with the International Federation of the Red Cross, has provided emergency goods and is appealing for more supplies like tarpaulins and portable latrines. A multi-agency team comprising government ministries, non-governmental organizations and UN agencies will report back once its latest assessment of needs in the area is completed.

According to OCHA, Kalabo district has recorded rainfalls that are 66 per cent above average. An increase in malnutrition rates is feared as many rice and maize fields have been submerged and food stocks have been depleted by years of food shortages. Flooding has spread disease among livestock that are fundamental to the economy of the region.

Meanwhile, some 39 schools have been submerged or destroyed by the waters, and health centres have been destroyed and water and sanitation facilities rendered inoperable, with outbreaks of dysentery being reported, OCHA said.

Zambia is classified as having “low human development” with a Human Development Index ranking 163 out of 175 countries. All of Zambia is recovering from severe food insecurity as a result of a complex combination of drought, high HIV/AIDS prevalence and endemic poverty. In 2002, the number of humanitarian aid beneficiaries totalled 2.6 million people, which was brought down to less than 500,000 in 2003.

* * *

Botswana

10 May – Botswana’s Health Ministry today kicked off the first round of a massive campaign to immunize 200,000 children against polio, with United Nations agencies on the ground helping to mobilize communities, train health workers and ensure equipment is in place to safely store and transfer the oral vaccine.

Botswana’s emergency response, prepared in cooperation with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), comes less than a month after health investigators confirmed a case that was traced to northern Nigeria, 3,000 miles away.

Polio had not been seen in Botswana since 1991, but it has become the ninth previously polio-free country in Africa to be reinfected in the past 18 months, due to an ongoing outbreak of the virus originating in northern Nigeria.

WHO, UNICEF, Rotary International, and the United States Centers for Disease Control (CDC) said in a joint statement that this campaign is deemed critical to protect the country’s children from further spread of the paralyzing and sometimes fatal virus.

Through Friday, approximately 2,600 vaccinators, district and national health supervisors and volunteers in Botswana will be involved in immunizing the children – all under five. The second phase of the campaign will take place from 14 to 18 June.

The Government has given priority to the campaign and has committed $710,000, of a total $1.2 million, to the effort, Botswana Health Minister Lesego Motsumi said at the launch. “I look forward to the day when no child in Botswana will be at risk from the life-long physical disability and mental anguish associated with this terrible paralytic disease.”

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

10 May – The United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) has expressed grave concern that new and old accusations of infractions levelled by an Eritrean panel has made the mission part of the problem in the Horn of Africa and could turn the Eritrean public against the three-year-old peacekeeping mission.

The latest press release issued by the Eritrean Commission for Coordination with the Peacekeeping Mission contains the new allegation that on 1 May, an UNMEE helicopter transported a “fugitive wanted for security reasons” from Senafe, Eritrea, in the Temporary Security Zone, to Adigrat in Ethiopia, the Mission said Friday.

An UNMEE Board of Inquiry was urgently investigating the allegation and the results would be shared with the governments of Eritrea and Ethiopia, it said.

UNMEE said some of the allegations repeated by Eritrean Brig. Gen. Abrahaley Kifle last month already had been dealt with.

The Mission said it was shocked by an allegation that because it has taken no action to “clean up its activities” it had become a danger to the peace and stability of the people and Government of Eritrea.

“Since its inception, the Mission has worked hard to contribute to a lasting solution to the conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia, and we are shocked to learn that we are now part of the problem,” UNMEE said.

“We of course acknowledge that we are guests in Eritrea. When a guest is no longer welcome in a house, it is the prerogative of the host to decide what to do next.”

The UN Security Council has called on Eritrea and Ethiopia to cooperate with UN emissaries and with one another in demarcating a boundary between the two countries, over which they fought a devastating war in the last 1990s, and it extended the mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission in the frontier area until 15 September.

* * *

Crime

10 May – The rule of law and development, and the role of governments in criminal justice will be the focus of the annual session of the United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ), which opens tomorrow in Vienna.

The 40-member Commission, which formulates international policies and makes recommendations for crime control, is expected to spotlight the many ways criminal activity can and often does undercut development. The discussions over the next two weeks will focus on international cooperation to strengthen the rule of law, including combating corruption, and reform of criminal justice institutions with an emphasis on technical assistance, including post-conflict reconstruction.

“We need to break the vicious circle between poor governance and slow development. Without the rule of law, countries cannot prosper and under-development persists,” said Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

In conjunction with the Commission’s 13th session, UNODC today released two 30-second video shorts – a first for the UN – to raise global awareness about the negative impact of corruption and its social and financial costs.

Statistics reveal that organized crime impedes economic growth: UNODC data shows that a high level of crime correlates with a low level of human development. On the other hand, under-development and institutional weaknesses provide an environment where organized crime and corruption thrive.

The Commission is expected to hold a high-level discussion on terrorism Friday, which will highlight UNODC’s efforts to provide technical assistance in combating that scourge through the implementation of the related conventions and protocols.

The panel will also address urban crime, kidnapping and UN standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice. Moreover, the session will offer an opportunity to reiterate the importance of the existing normative instruments against crime: the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols against human trafficking, smuggling of migrants and firearms, and the Convention against Corruption, the first legally binding international agreement to fight corruption.

* * *

Financing for development

10 May – The United Nations teamed up today with the World Economic Forum (WEF) in a bid to mobilize partnerships between the public and private sectors and boost business contribution to sustainable development and the fight against poverty.

The influential, Swiss-based non-profit WEF, which sponsors the annual gathering in Davos of political and corporate leaders from around the world, formalized its relationship with the UN with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding at UN Headquarters in New York.

The initiative seeks to bring together all stakeholders to help the UN promote new or improved policy responses to the main development challenges identified by the International Conference on Financing for Development, held two years ago in Monterrey, Mexico. The yearlong project will take advantage of the public-private synergies that were a distinguishing characteristic of that conference.

Oscar de Rojas, head of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs’ (DESA) Financing for Development Office, told a press briefing that beginning in June, a series of multi-stakeholder workshops would gather experts and representatives of private, public and not-for-profit organizations, who would issue recommendations on specific issues identified at Monterrey.

The informal meetings would address important issues such as the effectiveness of public-private partnerships and improving the climate for private investment in developing countries. He said he was confident that cooperation with the World Economic Forum would assure productive involvement of the private sector and other stakeholders.

Stressing the importance of the initiative, Richard Samans, the WEF’s Managing Director for Partnership and Governance, said the Forum claimed nearly 1,000 of the world’s leading companies as its members, and had a diverse array of constituencies. Currently, it was collaborating with DESA, the private sector, academics, the media and governments, as well as labour and religious organizations in what was called an “Agenda for Public/Private Cooperation.”

For the next year to year-and-a-half, the Forum, in partnership with the UN, would participate in the effort to improve and expand existing public-private partnerships in specific areas of development, he said. In particular, the initiative would attempt to draw lessons from previous experiences, to determine what types of partnerships worked best. Another area requiring attention was capacity building in such areas of financial governance as accounting and auditing.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Our guest at today’s briefing will be the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator for the UN system, Jan Egeland.  And he will be talking to you about his recent trip to Colombia, during which he examined the humanitarian situation there, and in particular the plight of internally displaced persons.  He will be coming up here once I am finished.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the death of the Chechen President:

“The Secretary-General was dismayed to learn of the terrorist attack in Grozny on Sunday which took the life of Akhmad Kadyrov, President of the Republic of Chechnya, and a number of others who were with him at the time.  He extends his deepest condolences to the Government of the Russian Federation and to the families of the victims.  Such acts can never be justified.  They can only delay the return to peace and justice in Chechnya.”

**Security Council - Consultations
The Security Council President, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, opened this morning’s Council meeting with an expression of condolences on behalf of Council members in the wake of the Sunday terrorist attack in Grozny.

Following the open meeting, Council members are expected to go into consultations to discuss a draft presidential statement on the attack.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
This statement, attributable to the Spokesman, is on Nigeria:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned over reports of growing communal clashes in Nigeria, and condemns the attacks in the village of Yelwa in PlateauState where hundreds of people lost their lives last week.

“The Secretary-General welcomes the concerted efforts of the authorities and the affected communities not only to investigate the Yelwa killings with a view to bringing those responsible to justice, but also to promote the peaceful resolution of disputes.  He appeals for swift action to ensure the rule of law, and to promote reconciliation, and supports the Government’s efforts to protect the safety of all citizens throughout the country.”

**Iraq
Lakhdar Brahimi has been very busy over the past three days, continuing his consultations with a wide spectrum of Iraqi society. 

On Saturday, he had a meeting with the Governing Council, chaired by this month’s president, Ezzeldin Selim.  For over 90 minutes, they discussed proposals for the caretaker government to which sovereignty would be transferred on 1 July.  Brahimi listened to their views and answered all their questions regarding the political transitions. 

His meetings over the weekend included a number of ministers, tribal leaders, representatives of professional groups and business leaders.

**Iraq - Electoral
Also on Iraq, on Friday we put out a press release from the UN Electoral Assistance Division regarding the nomination process for the independent electoral commission. 

Nominations for the posts are already being received through manual submission at governorate locations and via e-mail.  Especially interested in the exercise have been women’s groups, academia, professional associations, political parties and other civil organizations.

To date, 5,000 nomination forms and 600,000 leaflets advertising the process have been distributed throughout Iraq.  Another 5,000 forms are to be distributed shortly.  Iraqis are encouraged to photocopy and widely distribute more of the nomination forms to interested people.

We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Security Council – Timor-Leste
The Security Council today was briefed in an open meeting on the situation in Timor-Leste, with the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Kamalesh Sharma, making his final appearance before the Council in that role.

Sharma noted the Secretary-General’s proposal to the Council to keep the UN Mission in Timor-Leste, which is set to expire at the end of this month, for an additional year.  He expressed his satisfaction that the Timor-Leste Mission has been widely seen as successful.

Sharma said that considerable progress has been made in the orderly downsizing of the Mission and added that the Mission’s military component has continued to draw down smoothly.  We have copies of his statement available upstairs.

**Timor-Leste
The UN Mission in Timor-Leste, meanwhile, informed us that an international judge working for the Special Panel for Serious Crimes issued an arrest warrant today for General Wiranto, Indonesia’s former defence minister.

The Special Panel, which is an independent court, had indicted Wiranto and seven other senior officials in February 2003, for crimes against humanity committed in East Timor in 1999.  The indictment charged Wiranto with command responsibility for murder, deportation and persecution.

**Middle East
Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN’s Middle East envoy, is in Beirut today to meet with senior Lebanese officials, including Prime Minister Rafic Hariri and the Speaker of the Parliament, Nabih Berri.  In separate meetings, he briefed them on the recent Quartet meetings held here in New York. 

Roed-Larsen also reiterated the Secretary-General’s position on the Palestinian track, meaning that final status issues should be resolved between the parties and the parties alone, within the framework of the Road Map.  It is important that these negotiations are not prejudged, he added.  The full texts of Roed-Larsen’s press encounters are available upstairs.

**UNRWA
According to figures released today by the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, known as UNRWA, the last 10 days have been one of the most intense periods of destruction of Palestinian homes by the Israeli military since the start of this intifada.

In the first 10 days of this month, Israel has demolished, or damaged beyond repair, 131 residential buildings in the Gaza Strip, creating 1,100 new homeless people.

Peter Hansen, UNRWA’s Commissioner-General said, “UNRWA condemns without reservation the 2 May killings, as it does the killing of innocent Palestinians and their children, as international law simply forbids collective punishment.  The overwhelming majority of the more than 17,000 Palestinians who have lost their homes in Gaza since the start of the intifada have been guilty of nothing more than living in the wrong place at the wrong time.”  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Indigenous Forum
Some 1,000 people from around the world are beginning a two-week meeting at the United Nations today to focus on indigenous issues, in a session that the Secretary-General will open in the next few minutes in Conference Room 2.

The Secretary-General is to tell the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues that the past three decades have witnessed a sea-change in global attitudes towards promoting indigenous rights.  Yet, he will warn that indigenous peoples continue to suffer from prejudice and ill will.

The theme of this year’s Forum is the vital role played by indigenous women, and this afternoon, at 3 p.m. in Conference Room 2, a high-level panel will discuss that issue.  And we have press releases upstairs, along with embargoed copies of the Secretary-General’s speech.

**Afghanistan
From Afghanistan, there is news that a vehicle transporting national electoral field coordinators hit an explosive device on Saturday near Jalalabad, but the country's voter registration drive continues, the UN Mission reported yesterday.  The Mission said the vehicle’s fuel tank burst, but the car’s five occupants managed to escape, with the driver suffering only minor injuries.  An Afghan Government investigation into the blast is under way.

The Mission noted that, despite the explosion, voter registration is continuing in Afghanistan, and, as of Thursday, it hit an important milestone, with over 2 million Afghans registered.  About 70 per cent of those registered are men.  We have more details in the briefing notes from Kabul.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
In a speech given today in Kinshasa, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, William Swing, called on armed groups active in the country’s Ituri province to join, without restriction, the UN-backed process of pacification of the province. 

The conflict in that particular region of the country has already claimed the lives of some 50,000 people and displaced at least half a million.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**UN/Sri Lanka/Zambia Relief
Turning now to humanitarian issues in Sri Lanka and Zambia.  Nearly 80,000 Sri Lankan families need emergency food, seeds and fertilizer following poor rainfall on the island’s rice paddies.  That’s one of the findings of a report released today by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Food Programme.

Meanwhile, the UN and other agencies are responding to humanitarian needs created by floods in Zambia that now affect more than 20,000 people.  Emergency funds have been released for the purchase of necessities, and a multi-agency team –- which includes the UN –- will report back once its latest assessment of needs in the area is completed.

We have more information on those two topics in my Office.

**Economic Forum
The World Economic Forum is teaming up with the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs on a joint effort to maximize business contributions to development and the fight against poverty.

That is the result of a memorandum of understanding signed today by Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs José Antonio Ocampo and Richard Samans, the World Economic Forum’s Managing Director for Partnership and Governance.

Samans and Oscar de Rojas, Chief of the UN Financing for Development Office, will brief you in this room on that agreement, at 12:45 p.m., just after we wrap up this briefing.

That’s all I have for you.

Richard, you didn’t make the trip down here just to sit there and look at me?  Come on, you must ...

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Brahimi is still on target for Tuesday next week here, I think, the 18th?  Is there going to be a planned press conference with him?  Do you know yet? 

Spokesman:  I don’t believe he is expected back Tuesday.  Of course, we wouldn’t say in advance.  But I don’t believe he is coming back that soon.

Question:   Anything on the black box?

Spokesman:  OIOS (Office of Internal Oversight Services) told me Friday that the firm in Ottawa, Canada, that’s been listening to that tape over and over for, I don’t know how many weeks now, is very close to its final analysis.  OIOS told me that they expected to have something for me to announce soon.  But I don’t know whether that’s the next few days or longer.  These things move very slowly.

Question:   Has the State Department or the Washington environment contacted the Secretary-General’s Office regarding what kind of caretaker government they want Brahimi to do?  A story out of Washington and on the weekend -- more political figures, less technocrats -- any comment on that?

Spokesman:  We did speak to Brahimi’s spokesman, Ahmad Fawzi, this morning, who was surprised by that article saying that Brahimi is, first, not in the business of naming ministers.  Second, to my knowledge, he’s never used the expression “technocrats”.  He said that the people in this caretaker government should not run for office when the elections come about next January.  And they should be, above all, people of great integrity and competence.  So, I think that’s pretty much a denial of that story.  And if you wanted more information, I think you should speak directly to Fawzi.  We have his number. [He later corrected himself, saying Brahimi had used the term technocrat at least once.]
Mr. Latortue is finished?

Correspondent:    Yes.

Spokesman:  Good.  Any other questions for me before we bring up Jan Egeland?  Jan, come up and take the podium.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bamboo" ��CNN - Loss of bamboo threatens rare animal species�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Alert" ��BBC - UN alert on threat to wild bamboo�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forests" ��Financial Times – Bamboo forests at risk�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Species" ��The Independent - Endangered species at risk from demise of bamboo�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Animalspecies" ��Reuters - Loss of Bamboo Threatens Rare Animal Species�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Extinction" ��The Guardian - Bamboo species at risk of extinction�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Nature - Bamboo under extinction threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Study" ��Channel News – Asia - Half of world's species of wild bamboo threatened by extinction: UN study�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Report" ��Press Association - Half world's bamboo species face extinction – report�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gorillas" ��SAPA (South African Press Association) – Africa's gorillas, lemurs threatened by bamboo loss�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollutants" ��Bahrain Tribune - Fund needed to combat pollutants�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Women" ��Bahrain Tribune - Women have long way to go�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Garbage" ��The Associated Press -  Garbage hits beach at 'Bloody Tarawa' in new, 'trashed' Pacific�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forum" ��IPS-Inter Press Service - Development: paper trail grows at UN indigenous forum�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Apes" ��National Post (Canada) - Save the great apes�
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