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WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Bush is holding fast to his rejection of mandatory curbs on greenhouse gases that are blamed for global warming, despite a fresh report from 300 scientists in the United States and seven other nations that shows Arctic temperatures are rising.
This week, a four-year study of the Arctic documented that the region is warming rapidly, affecting global climates.

Scientists project that industrial gases such as carbon dioxide will make the Arctic warmer still, which would raise the level of the seas and make the earth hotter. The world's atmosphere now includes about 380 parts per million of carbon dioxide, compared with 280 parts per million in 1800, according to scientists.

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed the Kyoto international climate treaty last week, which puts it into effect early next year without U.S. participation. The treaty requires industrial nations to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases below 1990 levels.

"President Bush strongly opposes any treaty or policy that would cause the loss of a single American job, let alone the nearly 5 million jobs Kyoto would have cost," said James Connaughton, chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality.

Headed into his second term, Bush said he believes he "made the right leadership choice" by repudiating the U.N.-sponsored pact negotiated in 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, Connaughton said.

Former President Clinton's vice president, Al Gore, negotiated the treaty for the United States and had a major role in its final form.

"Kyoto was a bad treaty for the United States," said Mike Leavitt, administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Leavitt added in an interview Friday that climate change is not an issue the administration dismisses. "I know that it is of importance to the president that we continue to make progress," he said.

So far, Bush's policy has expended a few billion dollars each year on research and explored alternative methods outside the Kyoto international climate treaty to combat global warming.

Kyoto drawbacks

White House officials contend the drastic cuts in pollution that the treaty would have imposed on the United States would have cost nearly $400 billion and almost 5 million jobs. Many would have shifted to other countries that were not obligated to reduce their pollution levels, the Bush administration says.

Russia, by contrast, can increase its pollution substantially under the treaty with a positive rather than detrimental impact on its job market, the officials say.

From 1990 to 2002, U.S. greenhouse gases increased 13.1 percent while Russian greenhouse gases decreased 38.5 percent, partly because of shrinkage in its industrial base after the collapse of the Soviet Union, according to the latest U.N. figures.

Global warming is a recurring theme that punctuated the start of Bush's terms in office.

In March 2001 Bush broke his campaign promise to regulate carbon emissions and withdrew the United States from the Kyoto treaty, which seeks to slow global warming by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Gore signed the treaty in 1997, but it never was ratified by the Republican-controlled Senate. Bush said it also should have included developing countries such as China and India, which are major polluters.

Achieving the treaty's target will be difficult without participation by the United States, which accounted for 36 percent of the industrialized nations' carbon dioxide emissions in 1990. Russia accounted for 17 percent.

Critics say Bush's opposition is ironic because the treaty was modeled after the market-based U.S. program for cutting acid rain created in 1990 by Bush's father and often pointed to by the current administration as a success story.

"Indeed, it would be very, very surprising if this instrument were not used by the people who invented it," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the Kenya-based U.N. Environment Program, said in an interview.

Annie Petsonk, a lawyer for New York-based Environmental Defense, a nonprofit group that says it is dedicated to protecting the environment, said the United States will be left isolated on the biggest environmental challenge of the century. She said the White House estimates of Kyoto's costs do not appear to include the cost savings from trading pollution rights.

"For business, it's quite serious because it means that the global carbon market is going to move, and U.S. companies are going to be left out of that market," Petsonk said. She helped shape the Kyoto treaty and the first President Bush's climate policy as a Justice Department lawyer.

By signing on to the treaty, industrialized nations commit themselves to cutting their collective emissions of carbon dioxide and five other greenhouse gases to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels.

The Pew Center on Global Climate Change is releasing a report this week that says there is strong evidence that climate change already has begun to affect ecosystems and wildlife in the United States and around the world.

Some animal species are already moving from one habitat to another to adapt to warmer temperatures, according to the Pew report, and future warming probably will exceed the ability of many species to migrate or adjust.

______________________________________________________________________

Common Dreams News Centre

Rapid Arctic Warming Brings Calls for Bush to Reassess Policy 
by Jim Lobe
  
WASHINGTON – Monday’s release of a major new report by an international team of more than 300 scientists on the potentially catastrophic warming of the world’s Arctic region has spurred new appeals by independent experts and environmental experts for President George W. Bush to reconsider his opposition to the Kyoto Protocol and other mechanisms to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. 

“President Bush’s response will prove a first test of post-election pledge to work together to protect all Americans, as global warming challenges our security as a nation and as a species,” declared Evelyn Hurwich, president of the Washington-based Circumpolar Conservation Union. 

“Climate change is a weapon of mass destruction staring in the face, threatening all of creation. The science is in and the evidence is before us. There is now a moral duty act on it,” she said. 

The 140-page report, the ‘Arctic Climate Impact Assessment,’ finds that the Arctic is warming much more rapidly than previously thought, at nearly twice the rate of the rest of the world, with consequences, such as a dramatic rise in sea level, that will be global in scope. 

Based on five computer models, as well as observations by scientists and six indigenous peoples’ organizations, the report, which will be the subject of a scientific symposium in Reykjavik, Iceland, this week, predicts that at least half of the summer sea ice in the Arctic, along with a significant portion of the huge Greenland ice sheet, will have melted by the end of this century. 

Average annual temperatures in the region as a whole over the same period are projected to rise 3-5 degrees Centigrade (5-9 degrees Fahrenheit) over land and up to 7 degrees C (13 degrees F) over the oceans. These increases will come on top of a one degree C (1.8 F) rise in Arctic temperatures since 1900. 

The impact on the melting of ice and tundra is low latitudes is certain to be dramatic. Over the past 30 years already, the annual average sea-ice extent has decreased by eight percent, an area larger than Texas and Arizona (or Norway, Sweden, and Denmark) combined, and the trend is accelerating. 

Some models predict that, by the year 2100, summer sea ice in the Arctic region may have disappeared completely, resulting in the likely extinction of polar bears and species of seals that are dependent on sea ice for giving birth and nursing. Such changes will also have major, potentially catastrophic impacts on migratory birds and large migratory mammals, such as caribou and reindeer, as well as the cultures and livelihoods of the indigenous peoples who have lived in the Arctic regions of North America and Eurasia for millennia. 

“The scientific evidence shows that the Arctic is in crisis due to global warming,” said Dr. Lara Hansen, chief scientist of the Climate Change Program of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

“Even a slight change in temperature – bringing averages above freezing – can bring about dramatic and rapid changes in an ecosystem that is defined by being frozen with severe consequences for people and all wildlife adapted to the Arctic ecosystem, including polar bears,” she added. 

Temperature increases in some Arctic regions have been particularly sharp. In Alaska, western Canada, and eastern Russia, average winter temperatures have increased as much as 3-4 degrees C (4 to 7 degrees F) in the past 50 years and could rise as much as 7 degrees C (13 degrees F) over the next century. 

With the melting of the Arctic ice, average global sea level, which already rose by eight centimeters, or three inches, in the last 20 years, will rise at an accelerated pace. During this century, the models predict a rise of between 10 and 90 cms (four inches to three feet), enough, on the higher end, to inundate southern Florida and much of Louisiana. 

The eventual melting of the Greenland Ice Sheet, will increase global sea level about seven meters, or 23 feet. 

In addition to contributing to global sea-level rise, according to the report, ice melt will add freshwater to the ocean, with potential large-scale impacts on ocean circulation and regional climates, according to the report. 

Declining salinity in the Atlantic Ocean caused by melting could shut down the ocean current that carries warm water from the tropics to the North Atlantic, bringing about major plunges in the water and surface air temperatures of northern and western Europe and northeast North America, the report notes. 

The sponsors of the study, which include the governments of eight nations with Arctic territory – Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the U.S. – are currently debating what policy initiatives they will collectively endorse to address these problems. 

They are expected to announce their conclusions later this month, but published reports suggest that the Bush administration, the only government in the group that has not ratified the Kyoto Protocol to curb greenhouse gas emissions that scientists blame for global warming, is holding the line against recommendations that call for mandatory reductions on emissions. 

“We support those recommendations that are both consistent with the Administration’s broader climate change policy, and that are appropriate for the unique attributes of the Arctic Council as a regional forum,” said State Department spokesman Richard Boucher after the report was released. 

But Daniel Lashof of the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC) insisted that the administration needed to reassess its policy. “It is now clear we have to cut the pollution that causes global warming to prevent dangerous changes in the climate,” he said. “The purely voluntary approach taken in the president’s first term will leave the nation and the world in greater danger from the threat of global warming.” 

Similarly, Republican Sen. John McCain, who, with Democratic Sen. Joseph Lieberman, has sponsored legislation to impose caps on emissions in the United States, said the report should aid their joint efforts. “The Assessment adds to the already-substantial body of evidence on the impacts of global warming, impacts which members of the Senate witnessed first-hand during a recent visit to the Arctic region.” 

He said the Senate Commerce Committee will meet next week to review the study. 

The executive director of the UN’s Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, also praised the report, noting that it “confirms worrying predictions and earlier research.” 

“The Arctic region,” he noted, “is like an environmental early-warning system for the world. What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications.” 

“With these facts before us,” he added, “we need, more than ever before, a concerted and renewed international effort to combat the climate-change problem, one of the most series threats to humankind today.” 

© Copyright 2004 OneWorld.net
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Reuters

Arctic Feeling the Global Heat  
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OSLO -- Global warming is heating the Arctic almost twice as fast as the rest of the planet in a thaw that threatens millions of livelihoods and could wipe out polar bears by 2100, an eight-nation report said on Monday.

The biggest survey to date of the Arctic climate, by 250 scientists, said the accelerating melt could be a foretaste of wider disruptions from a build-up of human emissions of heat-trapping gases in the earth's atmosphere.

The "Arctic climate is now warming rapidly and much larger changes are projected," according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, funded by the United States, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, Norway and Finland.

Arctic temperatures are rising at almost twice the global average and could leap 4-7 Celsius (7-13 Fahrenheit) by 2100, roughly twice the global average projected by U.N. reports. Siberia and Alaska have already warmed by 2-3 Celsius since the 1950s.

Possible benefits like more productive fisheries, easier access to oil and gas deposits or trans-Arctic shipping routes would be outweighed by threats to indigenous peoples and the habitats of animals and plants.

Sea ice around the North Pole, for instance, could almost disappear in summer by the end of the century. The extent of the ice has already shrunk by 15-20 percent in the past 30 years.

"Polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species if there is an almost complete loss of summer sea-ice cover," the report said. On land, creatures like lemmings, caribou, reindeer and snowy owls are being squeezed north into a narrower range.

The report mainly blames the melt on gases from fossil fuels burned in cars, factories and power plants. The Arctic warms faster than the global average because dark ground and water, once exposed, traps more heat than reflective snow and ice.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program, said the Arctic changes were an early warning. "What happens there is of concern for everyone because Arctic warming and its consequences have worldwide implications," he said.

And the melting of glaciers is expected to raise world sea levels by about 10 centimeters (4 inches) by the end of the century.

Many of the 4 million people in the Arctic are already suffering. Buildings from Russia to Canada have collapsed because of subsidence linked to thawing permafrost that also destabilizes oil pipelines, roads and airports.

Indigenous hunters are falling through thinning ice and say that prey from seals to whales is harder to find. Rising levels of ultra-violet radiation may cause cancers.

Changes under way in the Arctic "present serious challenges to human health and food security, and possibly even (to) the survival of some cultures," the report says.

Farming could benefit in some areas, while more productive forests are moving north on to former tundra. "There are not just negative consequences, there will be new opportunities, too," said Paal Prestrud, vice-chair of ACIA.

Scientists will meet in Iceland this week to discuss the report. Foreign ministers from Arctic nations are due to meet in Iceland on Nov. 24 but diplomats say they are deeply split, with Washington the least willing to make drastic action.

President Bush pulled the United States out of the Kyoto protocol in 2001, arguing its curbs on emissions were too costly and unfairly excluded developing nations.

The White House said it would not comment on Monday's findings and but would await the full report next year.

"This is one draft of a report that has yet to be finished," White House spokesman Trent Duffy said.

Norwegian Environment Minister Knut Hareide, a strong backer of Kyoto, said the protocol is only a first step. "The clear message from this report is that Kyoto is not enough. We must reduce emissions much more in coming decades."

__________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

China begins to phase out toxic chemicals

www.chinaview.cn 2004-11-11 00:13:51

    BEIJING, Nov. 10 (Xinhuanet) -- China will begin to implement the 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs),Thursday.

    This marks the start of hard effort to rid the w orld's most populous country of highly dangerous pesticides and other hazardous chemicals.

    "China will take every necessary measure to fully implement the convention, as it is beneficial not only to the sustainable development of China but also to that of the world," said Wang Jirong, vice minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA).

    However, he acknowledged that it is extremely hard work, as thecountry is fighting severe traditional environmental problems suchas water pollution, acid rain and urban air pollution nationwide. Also, China lacks technology, sufficient funds and even laws to effectively tackle POPs.

    Of all the pollutants released into the environment every year by human activity, POPs are among the most dangerous. They are highly toxic, causing an array of adverse effects, notably death, disease, and birth defects, among humans and animals. Specific effects can include cancer, allergies and hypersensitivity, damageto the central and peripheral nervous systems, reproductive disorders, and disruption of the immune system.

    According to the United Nations Environment Program, every humanin the world carries traces of POPs in his or her body. POPs are highly stable compounds that can last for years or decades before breaking down. They circulate globally through a process known as the "grasshopper effect."

    To deal with the global problem, a convention on POPs was passed at a meeting in Stockholm, Sweden, in May 2001, and has been signed by 151 countries and ratified by 83 countries including China.

    The treaty requires that all parties to take necessary steps to ban the production and use of some of the most toxic chemicals.

        The 12 initial POPs are aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, mirex, toxaphene, polychlorinated biphenols (PCBs), hexachlorobenzene (HCB), dioxins and furans.

    Fortunately, there are alternatives to most POPs. The problem has been that high costs, a lack of public awareness, and the absence of appropriate infrastructure and technology have often prevented their adoption.

    This is specially true in China.

    Of all the nine pesticides in the initial list, four are still produced and used in China, including DDT, HCB, Chlordane and mirex.

    A large amount of discarded PCBs, which are mainly used in electric appliances and production of paints, has not been disposed of effectively and leaking has been reported in some storage sites causing serious pollution.

    Meanwhile, pollution of dioxins and furans generated in such processes as paper-making, metal production and waste incinerationis also significant, as the country's economy grows at a high speed.

    "China can produce some alternatives to POPs, but farmers or enterprises are reluctant to use them, because the prices are too high," said Zhang Qingfeng, an official of SEPA.

    And it is also very difficult to make a list of or locate thesources of POPs , he said, estimating that it could cost at least 400 million US dollars to get a clear picture of POPs in the country.

    Another major challenge is the lack of public awareness, because most people in the country have little knowledge of what POPs are, he said.

    "Despite the challenges, China will firmly go ahead with the adoption of the Stockholm convention, " Wang said, adding that a number of institutions for the purpose had been set up, includingthe Steering Group for Compilation of China National Implementation Plan that consists of SEPA and 10 other government departments.

    He called for more international support in terms of funds andtechnologies to help the largest developing country in the world fulfill the obligations designated in the convention. Enditem
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Congo Mine, Source of Atom Bombs, Stays Shut - UN

UN: November 11, 2004

UNITED NATIONS - A mine in the Democratic Republic of Congo that provided uranium for the U.S. atomic bombs dropped on Japan in 1945 - the first nuclear weapons used in warfare - is too dangerous to reopen, the United Nations said.

The Shinkolobwe mine, which partially collapsed in July, killing eight people, is likely to further collapse and puts miners at risk of chronic exposure to radiation, U.N. investigators said.

Some 14,000 miners, mainly youths under 18 living in the adjacent village of Shinkolobwe, once earned their living in the mine located in mineral-rich Katanga province in southwestern Congo.

But the village was destroyed in early August following the collapse, and the U.N. team said it saw no miners at the site during an Oct. 25-Nov. 4 visit.

"The situation in Shinkolobwe could be described as anarchistic - there is no respect for mining safety regulations," Bernard Lamouille, a member of the U.N. assessment team, said in a statement.

Experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency, the U.N. Environment Program and the U.N peacekeeping mission in Congo were among those conducting the investigation, which was requested by the government in Kinshasa.

The team will now prepare recommendations for the government on short-term and longer-term steps regarding the mine, the statement said.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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BBC

Himalaya glaciers melt unnoticed 

	By Navin Singh Khadka 
BBC News in Nepal 


Environmentalists are warning that the melting of glaciers in the Himalayas could spell disaster for millions of people living in the region. 
They claim the situation is not being adequately monitored; the last studies having been done in the 1990s. 

Swelling glacial lakes would increase the risk of catastrophic flooding. 

In the long term, the glaciers could disappear altogether, causing several rivers to shrink and threatening the survival of those who depend on them. 

"It is high time we did field studies to assess the situation or else a big natural catastrophe could hit us anytime," said Arun Bhakta Shrestha, from Nepal's Department of Hydrology and Meteorology. 

Rising temperatures 
There are 3,300 glaciers in the Nepalese Himalayas and 2,300 of them contain glacial lakes. These lakes are quietly growing due to a warmer climate, but no one is keeping a close eye on them, environmentalists say. 

	
	We urgently need to update our glaciological data 
Dr Bhakta Shrestha 


Nobody knows how many are close to bursting, and no steps have been taken to establish early warning systems for the villages downstream. 

A burst lake would cause flash floods which could sweep away people, houses, roads and bridges in Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and India. 

Such disasters have already happened more than a dozen times around Nepal in the last 70 years. 

A glacial lake burst in Khumbu, Nepal, in 1985, killing at least 20 people. It also washed away a hydropower station, a trekking trail and numerous bridges. 

Despite the real threat, no systematic research has taken place since the mid-1990s. 

Between 1970 and 1989, Japanese researchers discovered most of the glaciers in the Khumbu region had retreated 30-60m. In Nepal's Dhaulagiri region, field studies until 1994 showed the same trend. 

And Nepal's most studied glacier in Tsorong Himal underwent a 10m retreat between 1978 and 1989. 

"We urgently need to update our glaciological data," said Dr Bhakta Shrestha, "otherwise we won't have any warning when disaster strikes." 

British geologist John Reynolds, of Reynolds Geosciences Limited, agrees. 

"There has to be a fresh look at the entire issue because we may be running a risk of great magnitude," he said. 

Rivers run dry 
In the long term, researchers fear that global warming may switch the problem from too much water in the region to too little. 

Nearly 70% of discharge to the Ganges is from Nepalese rivers, which means that if Himalayan glaciers dry up so will the Ganges downstream in India. 

"In some rivers, the flow may go down by as much as 90%," said Syed Iqbal Hosnain, of the University of Calicut, India. 

Although the evidence for the future impact of climate change is accumulating, scientists say there is not enough field research to provide empirical proof about the gravity of the crisis. 

"Once we get the figures in, we will know the real scenario," said Chandra Gurung, WWF-Nepal. "Perhaps then we can get a plan." 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/sci/tech/3998967.stm

Published: 2004/11/10 13:54:14 GMT

© BBC MMIV
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Oceans to Rise One Meter by 2100 - Arctic Expert

GREENLAND: November 11, 2004

REYKJAVIK - Global warming is melting the Arctic ice faster than expected, and the world's oceans could rise by about a meter (3 feet) by 2100, swamping homes from Bangladesh to Florida, the head of a study said.

Robert Corell, chairman of the eight-nation Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), also told a news conference there were some hints of greater willingness by the United States, the world's top polluter, to take firmer action to slow climate change.

Speaking at the start of a four-day scientific conference in Reykjavik, Corell said global warming was melting the Greenland ice sheet and Arctic glaciers from Alaska to Norway quicker than previously thought.

"Greenland will play a much bigger role in sea level rise than anticipated," said Corell, a scientist at the American Meteorological Society.

He said a 2001 U.N. report forecast world ocean levels would rise by 20-90 cms by 2100. He said some U.N. forecasts assumed melting Greenland ice would cause just 4 mm of the rise.

"We'll be at the top of the range, about a meter," he said. The ACIA report says that Greenland's melt alone could add 10 cms to global sea levels by 2100. Melting of other Arctic glaciers would also contribute.

About 17 million people in Bangladesh live less than one meter above sea level. Pacific islands like Tuvalu could be swamped and much of Florida south of Miami would be inundated by a one meter rise.

TWICE GLOBAL AVERAGE

Much of the rise projected by U.N. surveys in the years to 2100 is because water in the oceans expands as it warms, and so is not directly connected to melting ice.

At the other end of the globe from the Arctic, the thicker Antarctic ice is expected to stay more stable, like a deep freeze

The ACIA report was funded by Arctic nations the United States, Canada, Russia, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland and is the biggest survey to date of the Arctic climate, by 250 scientists.

It says Arctic temperatures are rising by twice the global average and are set to rise by a further 4-7 Celsius (7-13 Fahrenheit) by 2100.

The report says the melt will threaten the cultures of indigenous peoples and could drive species like polar bears toward extinction as sea ice recedes.

The Arctic heats more rapidly than the global average because dark water, earth and rock, once exposed, soak up more heat than reflective snow and ice.

The eight Arctic governments are due to meet in Iceland on Nov. 24 to decide what to do. Diplomats say they are deadlocked, with Washington the most strongly opposed to radical action.

"There are mixed signals in the United States," Corell said of Washington's attitude toward tackling global warming. But "I think that there is a shift going on."

He said that some Republican senators, for instance, had asked him for personal briefings about the climate report.

Senator John McCain, a Republican who has cooperated with Democrats on global warming, is optimistic about passing a bill in coming years to cap U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, he said.

President Bush pulled out in 2001 of the U.N.'s Kyoto protocol, a first step toward limiting emissions of gases like carbon dioxide from fossil fuels in cars, factories and power plants. Bush argues that Kyoto was too costly and wrongly excluded developing nations.

Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE

10 November 2004

http://www.elcorreodigital.com/
Director regional PNUMA: “Tenemos que acabar con la pobreza para frenar la degradación ambiental”

Ricardo Sánchez Sosa es la voz de la “conciencia ambiental del planeta”. Después de enseñar en la Universidad a gestionar las cuencas hidrográficas y ejercer durante cinco años como viceministro cubano, asumió la dirección del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) en América Latina y el Caribe. Ayer, se reunió en Bilbao con el consejero vasco de Medio Ambiente, Sabin Intxaurraga.

-Resulta curioso que su oficina esté en México. ¿Todavía se mantiene como la ciudad más contaminada del planeta?
-No creo que hoy esté en el primer puesto, pero es una ciudad con un alto nivel de contaminación del aire. El Gobierno de México ha hecho importantes esfuerzos en este sentido. Creó un programa para disminuir la polución y, ahora, ha puesto en Internet toda la información de la red de calidad del aire del país, que es la más importante del mundo.

-¿Cuáles son las funciones del PNUMA?
-En primer lugar, se trata de la primera organización del sistema de las Naciones Unidas que puso su sede en el mundo en desarrollo. La oficina central está en Kenia, un país muy pobre con serios problemas ambientales. Gracias a esta situación, el PNUMA ha comprendido con claridad la relación existente entre conservación de la naturaleza y pobreza. Para frenar la degradación ambiental, tenemos que resolver los problemas de pobreza y desigualdad.

-Y su trabajo, por lo tanto, consiste en diseñar los planes necesarios para mejorar esta situación.
-Exactamente. Nosotros trabajamos con los Gobiernos, con la sociedad civil y con otros importantes tomadores de decisiones como los parlamentarios o los jueces. Obviamente, la autoridad del PNUMA son los ministros de medio ambiente. Desde principios de los ochenta, en América Latina tenemos un foro de responsables gubernamentales con una importante sistematización.

-En Europa, el uso del coche se ha convertido en un pesado lastre para el medio ambiente.
-Es un problema serio. Hace 15 años ya se decía claramente que no era posible hablar de desarrollo sostenible si no se cambiaban los patrones de producción y consumo.

-¿Cómo ve la situación en Euskadi?
-Evidentemente, sus problemas no son puntales. El País Vasco tienen que transformar sus hábitos para poder hacer una contribución importante al desarrollo del planeta. De todas formas, también hemos visto grandes avances. En la ría, por ejemplo, ya se pesca y se observa un esfuerzo importante para mejorar la calidad del agua.

-Las encuestas dicen que la conciencia ambiental es imparable.
-Existe una mayor sensibilización, pero tenemos que convencer a la población de dónde están sus contribuciones personales.

-No es fácil cuando se suprime el transporte público porque es deficitario.
-Pero podemos disminuir la cantidad de residuos sólidos o no consumir más de lo que resulta necesario. En cuanto al coche, se puede usar uno de bajo consumo en lugar de circular con un vehículo de tracción a las cuatro ruedas. Tenemos que seguir trabajando para convertir la conciencia ambiental en nuevos hábitos de vida.

-¿Qué papel le reserva a los Gobiernos?
-Su compromiso es creciente. Cada vez dan pasos más importantes.

-El protocolo de Kioto ha recibido una respuesta desigual.
-Se han sumado los suficientes países para que el proyecto eche a andar.

http://www.abc.com.py/
Banco Mundial desea proteger la reserva del Acuífero Guaraní
El Banco Mundial (BM) tiene interés en ayudar a proteger el Acuífero Guaraní. La propuesta del organismo es preservar la reserva de agua subterránea, desarrollar conocimientos y apoyar a los países a generar un modelo integrado de gestión de los recursos hídricos en la zona. Los alcances fueron realizados durante el "Encuentro regional de periodistas y comunicadores", que se desarrolla en esta ciudad.

"El modelo de gestión que se impulsa en el Acuífero Guaraní es un abordaje pionero", sostuvo el experto del Banco Mundial, Sergio Jellinek, quien llegó de Washington para ser uno de los conferencistas del seminario para comunicadores y periodistas. Añadió que el organismo internacional no financia el proyecto Acuífero Guaraní, no está prestando dinero para ello. Lo que sí está haciendo el BM es gerenciar la implementación de los recursos del Fondo para el Medio Ambiente Mundial (GEF, su sigla en inglés).

Son tres agencias las responsables de la implementación de los recursos del proyecto que son: BM, PNUD (Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo) y el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Luiz Amore, secretario general del Proyecto Acuífero Guaraní.

Agregó que la OEA es el organismo designado por los cuatro países -Paraguay, Argentina, Brasil y Uruguay- para administrar el proyecto.

Explicó que la dirección del proyecto está a cargo de los cuatro países, a través de un Consejo Superior conformado por representantes de los ministerios de Recursos Naturales, Medio Ambiente y Relaciones Exteriores de esos países.

"El objetivo es claro, apoyar a los países a contar y a implementar mecanismos específicos de gestión de las aguas subterráneas en el marco del fortalecimiento institucional", indicó Amore.

Ambos entrevistados descartaron que el BM tenga interés de apropiarse del Acuífero Guaraní o que tenga injerencia alguna en las decisiones de los países afectados por dicho sistema del acuífero.

US$ 27,2 MILLONES
El Proyecto Acuífero Guaraní (PAG) tiene su sede en el edificio Mercosur, en Montevideo, Uruguay. Dispone de una donación de 13,6 millones de dólares del GEF y otros 1,2 millones de dólares de agencias cooperantes de otros países.

Los países se encargan de una contraparte global de 12,4 millones de dólares, que corresponden a la valoración de apoyos logísticos, servicios y demás participación institucional que se cuantifican como contraparte.

La suma de dichos recursos financieros y técnicos (cuantificados) totalizan 27,2 millones de dólares.

EL EVENTO
Este encuentro internacional es organizado por la Red de Comunicación Ambiental Latinoamericana y del Caribe, con el apoyo de varios organismos como la OEA, el PAG, el BM, la alianza Com Plus, el gobierno parlamentario de Porto Alegre, entre otras instituciones.

Están reunidos periodistas y comunicadores de Paraguay, Costa Rica, Uruguay, Argentina, Brasil, Ecuador, Guyana, México, Colombia, Cuba y Chile.
http://www.abc.com.py/articulos.php?fec=2004-11-09&pid=144173&sec=3
PNUMA patrocina reunión 

Presentan a periodistas ambientales crítica situación mundial del agua

La situación mundial del agua no es nada favorable para un futuro muy lejano. La crisis de la escasez va tomando cada vez más cuerpo, no solo en los países carenciados, sino también en los que cuentan con el recurso agua, pero que no pueden aún controlar el problema de saneamiento y contaminación. Este panorama global del agua fue presentado a unos 50 periodistas del continente americano reunidos en esta ciudad, capital del estado de Río Grande do Sul.
[image: image3.png]



Representantes de la Unesco, de la OEA, del Banco Mundial y del Sistema Acuífero Guaraní presentaron un diagnóstico de la situación actual de los recursos hídricos para subsistencia y de las proyecciones futuras de dicho recurso para las generaciones venideras. En las condiciones actuales, de bajo control de la calidad del agua en los países con abundancia (como Paraguay) y de cada vez más gente sin acceso al vital líquido en los países carenciados, el problema irá irremediablemente en aumento, por lo que urge una política internacional para mejorar las condiciones de accesibilidad al agua y al cuidado de estos recursos.

Conforme con los datos presentados en este encuentro de periodistas y comunicadores ambientales, más de mil millones de personas en el mundo beben agua insalubre (contaminada), mientras que el 40% de la población mundial (unas 2.500 millones de personas) carece de servicios sanitarios adecuados.

Con esas condiciones, según la Organización Mundial de la Salud (OMS), cerca de 4 millones de personas, en su mayoría niños, mueren cada año de diarrea, vinculada justamente por beber agua insalubre.

Estas cifras y datos son alarmantes, más aun haciendo una comparación sobre el acceso al agua entre los que no tienen y los que tienen en abundancia.

Por ejemplo, en Gran Bretaña cada persona dispone menos de 150 litros de agua para uso diario, mientras que en Paraguay se calcula que cada habitante dispone para usar 500 litros por día, principalmente en las ciudades más importantes. En Asia, el acceso no supera ni los 10 litros por día.


ALIANZA COMUNICACIONAL
Los representantes de organismos internacionales coinciden en la necesidad de establecer una alianza con los comunicadores para difundir la situación actual de los recursos hídricos, así como de los riesgos y de las medidas preventivas a adoptar para mejorar las condiciones de vida de la población mundial.

Se destacó que existe un déficit comunicacional no solo en el sector agua, sino también en otras áreas del sector ambiental.


DEL EVENTO
Este encuentro regional de periodistas y comunicadores ambientales se realiza en el Plenarinho de la Asamblea Legislativa de Río Grande do Sul, en el microcentro de Porto Alegre. Es organizado por la Red de Comunicación Ambiental de América Latina y el Caribe, con el apoyo del Proyecto Acuífero Guaraní, el BM, GEF, PNUMA, el Núcleo de Ecojornalistas del Brasil, la Alianza Comunicacional COM+ (COM Plus), la OEA, Asociación Riograndense e Prensa (ARI), Unesco y la Asamblea Legislativa de Río Grande do Sul.

El cónclave se inició ayer y culminará hoy. Participan periodistas de Paraguay, Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Uruguay, Perú, Guyanas, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Cuba, México.

Este encuentro de hombres de prensa con técnicos en la gestión integrada de los recursos hídricos es la previa al II Foro Internacional del Agua, que se iniciará mañana y culminará el próximo sábado.
Walberto Caballero 

http://www.un.org/
PNUMA: Estudio del Ártico confirma preocupaciones sobre calentamiento global
Un estudio auspiciado por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) llevado a cabo por más de 300 científicos internacionales durante más de cuatro años confirmó las preocupaciones existentes sobre el calentamiento global del planeta. 

La Evaluación del Impacto Climático en el Ártico (ACIA) es un informe sin precedentes que ofrece una clara evidencia de que el clima del Ártico está calentándose rápidamente y, peor aún, se espera que los cambios aumenten y sean más drásticos en un futuro no muy lejano.

La emisión de gases de efecto invernadero por parte del hombre contribuirá a un aumento en la temperatura de unos 3 a 9 grados centígrados en los siguientes 100 años. Otros efectos como el aumento del nivel del mar tendrán graves consecuencias.

La región del Ártico funciona como un sistema de alerta para el medioambiente de todo el mundo, como un barómetro del cambio climático global. 

La fauna y flora del Ártico están en peligro y la fusión del hielo significará una disminución del hábitat de osos polares, focas, lobos de mar y aves marinas, poniendo a muchas de estas especies en peligro de extinción. 

La reciente decisión de Rusia de respaldar el Protocolo de Kyoto ha sido un paso muy importante en la lucha contra el calentamiento global pero, como concluye el informe del ACIA, queda mucho por hacer.
www.tierramerica.net
	The Galápagos: Enchanted Islands or Political Spoils?

	



By Francesca Colombo*
Preservation of Ecuador's Galápagos Islands is threatened by the corruption and instability of the institutions entrusted with the archipelago's management, while over-exploitation of resources goes unchecked, say critics.
QUITO - The Galápagos Islands, a paradise in the middle of the Pacific Ocean and declared heritage of humanity, have been victims the past two years of Ecuador's political ups and downs, which threaten the archipelago's fragile environmental balance and unique biodiversity. 

In the past 20 months has seen a succession of eight people at the helm of the Galápagos National Park, based in Puerto Baquerizo on San Cristóbal Island. The directorate is in charge of managing natural resources, including the Galápagos Marine Reserve. Instability in the leadership has been accompanied by two labor strikes by the local fishing communities and one by the park's rangers. 

''There is political management of the islands instead of technical decision-making. This is like a volcano about to erupt,'' Rosario Mejía, president of the National Association of Tourism Operators in Galápagos, told Tierramérica. 

In February and May, the 970 family fishing operations on the islands -- organized under four cooperatives -- staged strikes. They took over public offices and tourist sites, and threatened to burn them down if the government did not attend to their demands: lift restrictions on harvesting sea cucumbers (Holothuria sanctori) and overturn the fishing regulations. 

The sea cucumber is an invertebrate that recycles nutrients and oxygenates the marine depths. Sea cucumber species face extinction, in part because of human activities and over-exploitation. It is in high demand in some Asian countries, where it is considered an aphrodisiac. 

The local fisherfolk have been known to capture sea cucumbers during banned periods and to take smaller, younger specimens. They also over-exploit the shark population, which otherwise serve to balance the marine ecosystem. The fisherfolk sell the shark fins, which are in high demand as a delicacy, and also an aphrodisiac. 

In 2003, Galápagos National Park authorities seized 5,343 shark fins and 23,846 sea cucumbers that locals had caught illegally. 

One kilo of shark fin fetches 220 dollars and one sea cucumber 55 to 110 dollars on the local market. The price of the latter reaches 330 dollars outside Ecuador. 

But according to the Ecuadorian Committee for the Defense of Nature and Environment, an umbrella of dozens of local environmental groups, the government has in practice given the green light to sea cucumber fishing. 

The law ''limits the number of fishing permits, but in 1999 they issued 254, in 2000 it was 417, and in 2002 it was 446,'' said tourism spokeswoman Mejía. 

However, Environment Minister Fausto Valdivieso assured Tierramérica that ''fishing for sea cucumbers is banned nearly all year long.'' 

There is authorization ''only'' for capturing ''four million between Aug. 12 and Oct. 12,'' and they must be a minimum of 20 cm long fresh and seven cm in brine in order to preserve this natural resource, he said. 

In the last fishing season the fisherfolk faced serious economic problems because ''they caught just 2.5 million sea cucumbers,'' Valdivieso added. 

The third strike this year, in September, was organized by 300 park rangers and lasted 17 days. They protested the continuous change in leadership of the national park, the designation of Fausto Cepeda as director (he served as advisor and attorney for the local fisherfolk), the lack of funds and job instability. 

The strike ended when the fishing community, backed by other local residents, forced out the park rangers -- with some incidents of violence -- and put Cepeda in charge. 

Minister Valdivieso says the conflicts in the Galápagos are nothing new, but today are simply more visible to the outside world. 

''The government uses internationally recognized technical standards in designating the islands' officials. And to put an end to the strikes it removed the new park director (Cepeda) and is in the process of selecting a replacement,'' he added. 

On the ''enchanted islands'' of the Galápagos there are an estimated 900,000 species of flora and fauna, and at least 74 are in danger of extinction. These include the Galápagos giant tortoise (Geochelone elephantopus or Geochelone nigra), found only in this archipelago. In 1535 there were 500,000 of these unique creatures -- which live more than 100 years -- but in 1900 the population had fallen to 250,000, and today there are just 15,000, reports the World Wildlife Fund-Ecuador. 

The Galápagos Marine Reserve, founded in 1998 and extending over 133,000 square km, is home to 19 species of sea birds, 13 coastal birds and 30 migratory bird species. Two species of sea lions -- totaling 20,000 animals -- also make their home there. 

Species unique to the islands include the rhino iguana (Cyclura cornuta), the flightless cormorant (Nannopterum harrisi), the Galápagos penguin (Spheniscus mendiculus) and waved albatross (Phoebastria irrorata). 

The reserve also serves as a refuge for threatened species of whales and for the east Pacific green turtle (Chelonia agassizi). 

Because of the instability of park leadership, ''policies on conservation and human population growth haven't been taken into account. There is a great deal of ignorance and procedures aren't being respected,'' Elizabeth Bravo, activist with the non-governmental group Acción Ecológica, said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

The Ecuadorian Congress went so far as to blame President Lucio Gutiérrez for the problems on the islands. 

Twenty thousand people live on the Galápagos, and the islands comprise Ecuador's smallest province. Its decentralized administration retains 95 percent of the revenues generated by tourism as a means to fund local environmental defense institutions. 

But environmental and tourism groups charge that the two legislative deputies representing the archipelago exchange their parliamentary votes for concessions and political designations. 

''The Galápagos are political spoils. If there isn't a change in technical management we are going to lose the islands. Since the 1998 approval of the law on sustainable development for the province, nothing has been done to effectively ensure that the fishing community has access to alternative productive activities,'' said Mejía. 

''The tourism sector is subject to many oversight mechanisms and we have to present reports on a regular basis. But that is not true for the fishing community,'' she said. 

	Workers Left Sterile by Pesticide Seek Justice

	



By Stephen Leahy*
No chemical or banana company has been found guilty in U.S. courts for the continued use of a toxic pesticide in Central American banana plantations. But Costa Rican workers have filed a new lawsuit.
BROOKLIN, Canada - A new lawsuit filed by thousands of Costa Rican banana workers against U.S. companies is the latest in a so-far unsuccessful series of claims against the use of Nemagon, a pesticide widely associated with sterility and cancer. 

The suit was filed against Shell Chemical Co. and Dow Chemical, and the banana giants Dole Food Co., Chiquita Brands International Inc. and Fresh Del Monte Produce Co. last month. 

Shell Chemical is a subsidiary of Royal Dutch/Shell Group, and Fresh Del Monte is owned by the Palestinian family Abu Ghazaleh. The other companies are U.S. owned. 

The claim accuses the companies of continuing to use dibromochloropropane (DBCP), sold under the brand names Nemagon or Fumazone, on banana plantations in Central America after it was banned in the United States in 1979. 

DBCP is believed to cause sterility, testicular atrophy, miscarriages, birth defects, liver damage and cancer when inhaled or absorbed by the skin, according to the lawsuit filed by Los Angeles attorneys Walter Lack and Tom Girardi. 

The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration reports that data collected on workers involved in the manufacture of DBCP showed the chemical can cause sterility, and that this finding is backed by studies in animals. 

Acting on behalf of Costa Rican banana plantation workers, the lawyers are asking for damages for what they describe as ''wanton and reckless acts... and outrageous and malicious conduct.'' 

If the plaintiffs are successful, it will be the first time that companies which persisted in using DBCP are punished. 

Although U.S. Environmental Protection Agency discovered DBCP could lead to cancer and sterility and severely restricted its use in 1977, it was widely used throughout Latin America, the Caribbean, Western Africa, and the Philippines until the early to mid-1980s. 

Despite the overwhelming evidence, and lawsuits totaling billions of dollars, no U.S. court has ever ordered one of these companies to pay compensation to the workers, says Erica Rosenthal of Earthjustice, a U.S.-based non-profit public interest law firm. 

''There is no debate about the hazards of DBCP, especially the fact that it can make males sterile,'' she told Tierramérica. 

"The chemical manufacturers knew in the 1960s it would have this effect and speculated that DBCP could be a male contraceptive," said Rosenthal, who has advocated for banana workers on this issue for 14 years. 

When contacted, plaintiff lawyer Lack refused to comment on the case and would not allow Tierramérica to talk to his clients. 

A spokesperson from Dow said the firm could not comment on the specific allegations but said Dow did not sell DBCP after it was banned in 1979. A Dole representative did not respond to the written questions submitted by Tierramérica. 

This is just the most recent of many DBCP-related lawsuits banana workers filed against these companies during the late 1970s and early 1980s. But in the end, none has been successful. 

In 2001, Nicaraguan courts ordered Shell, Dole, and Dow to pay 489 million dollars to 500 male banana workers made sterile by DBCP. But the companies refused to pay and, led by Dole, they counter-sued the claimants for fraud and asked for 17 billion dollars in damages. 

When workers pursued enforcement of the 2001 Nicaraguan court judgment this year, the U.S. Federal Court refused to take the case, says Kathy Hoyt, co-coordinator of the Nicaragua Network, a U.S.-based non-governmental organization. 

''That was their last hope for compensation,'' said the activist. 

For the most part, U.S. judges have argued that their courts are not the appropriate arena for trying these cases, and only four percent of the rejected cases are re-filed in other countries. 

Under the civil codes of most Latin American countries, plaintiffs' rights are weaker, there are fewer jury trials and they lack strong discovery rules, Hoyt says. Lawyers are expensive, and not limited to collecting their fees only if they win the case, as is common in U.S. litigation. 

''A worker making 80 dollars a month can't afford to pay a lawyer to file a lawsuit. Access to justice for most workers is nearly non-existent.'' 

Some of the cases rejected in the United States were heard in other countries, but there the accused corporations wield strong influence or no longer hold seizable assets, she said. 

But that hasn't stopped the workers from trying. In March, a Nicaraguan court ordered Shell Chemical, Dole Food and Standard Fruit companies to pay a group of 81 women 82.9 million dollars. The women had been made chronically ill by their exposure to DBCP. 

Nicaragua's Attorney General Víctor Talavera has been reported as saying his government will follow up on cases now in U.S. courts, but believes negotiated settlement with the companies is the only way workers will see substantial compensation. 

A fight in U.S. courts would take years and be very expensive, he said. 

Despite the long odds of winning, yet another group of Nicaraguan workers filed a lawsuit in Los Angeles earlier this year. 

Banana companies such as Dole and Chiquita have made significant advances in improving their environmental and labor conditions in recent years, says Steve Coates of U.S./Labor Education in the Americas Project, an NGO supporting economic justice and basic rights for workers. 

However, there are other companies where this is not the case and there are concerns about other pesticides, he said. 

''We talk to workers all the time who say they have to duck under the banana plants while planes fly overhead spraying the crop,'' Coates said in a Tierramérica interview. 
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UN or UNEP in the news


China begins to phase out toxic chemicals
People's Daily Online, China, 11 November 2004 - China will begin to implement the 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), Thursday. 
This marks the start of hard effort to rid the world's most populous country of highly dangerous pesticides and other hazardous chemicals. 
"China will take every necessary measure to fully implement the convention, as it is beneficial not only to the sustainable development of China but also to that of the world," said Wang Jirong, vice minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA). 
….According to the United Nations Environment Program, every human in the world carries traces of POPs in his or her body. POPs are highly stable compounds that can last for years or decades before breaking down. They circulate globally through a process known as the "grasshopper effect." 
http://english.people.com.cn/200411/11/eng20041111_163497.html 
Xinhua, China, 11 November 2004 - http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-11/11/content_2201574.htm 

Mid-long Term Development Plan Established for the Marine Environment of the Northwest Pacific Ocean

KTPress, South Korea, 10 November 2004 - The 9th Intergovernmental Meeting was held Nov. 2 ? 4, 2004, in Busan to chart a mid-long term development plan. At the meeting, intensive discussions were conducted to pursue appropriate measures to stop land-based pollutants in the region and reduce marine litters, of which transboundary environmental challenges should be urgently addressed. 
In attendance were government officials from four member states such as China, Japan, Russia and Korea, representatives from the four regional activity centers established in each member state, UNEP officials, and marine environment ? related experts. 
The participants evaluated the results of NOWPAP activities over the past ten years, such as the establishment of four regional activity centers, the adoption of the MoU for NOWPAP Regional Oil Spill Contingency Plan, and the launch of the Secretariat.

http://www.ktpress.co.kr/gisa_read.asp?key=8633 

World ; Uranium mine in DR of Congo must stay closed, UN team concludes 
Keralanext, India, 10 November 2002 - World News, A United Nations team has found that a uranium mine in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) that collapsed in July, killing eight people, is at high risk of caving in again and must remain closed.
The interagency team, led by the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), visited the Shinkolobwe uranium mine in the southwestern province of Katanga between 25 October and 4 November, and is preparing technical recommendations.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=63812 
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In the headlines:

• UN helps in evacuation of foreign nationals from violence -wracked Côte d'Ivoire

• Annan hails new accords between Sudanese Government and Darfur rebels

• UN envoy confers with Iraqi electoral commission on January polls

• Timor-Leste not yet fully self-sufficient, Annan says in seeking extension for UN mission

• International community needs to heal divisions, says Annan

• UN envoy calls on NATO security force to stay the course in Kosovo

• Lack of energy services for poor could doom development goals, UN experts warn

• UN analysis urges integrating reproductive health and HIV prevention campaigns

• Research into health delivery systems could cut global deaths in half – UN report

• Asian countries report on progress in fighting child sexual exploitation – UNICEF

UN helps in evacuation of foreign nationals from violencewracked

Côte d'Ivoire

10 November - United Nations peacekeepers today assisted in the evacuation of hundreds of foreigners

from Côte d'Ivoire after a government breach of a ceasefire with rebels, rioting and looting in the largest

city, and harassment and intimidation of expatriates raised tensions in the West African country.

Inter-ethnic violence flared in President Laurent Gbagbo's hometown of Gagnoa in the Government-held

south, while the situation in Bouaké in the rebel-held north is getting serious due to the lack of water and

electricity, the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) reported.

Hate and anti-French messages continued unabated on radio and television despite a call yesterday from UN Secretary-

General Kofi Annan that such incitement cease and that all parties maintain the ceasefire that ended direct fighting early last

year and resume the peace process.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Ruud Lubbers, warned that an escalation of violence in Côte d'Ivoire

could destabilize neighbouring countries, particularly fragile Liberia, itself emerging from 14 years of civil war.

The latest unrest flared last Thursday when the Government violated the ceasefire by launching an attack in the Zone of

Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. On Saturday Government aircraft bombed French peacekeepers in the area,

killing nine people and leading to French reprisals which destroyed the tiny Ivorian air force. This in turn led to antiforeigner

rioting in Abidjan, the country's largest city.

UN peacekeepers have so far escorted up to 400 non-UN persons from the three sites protected by UN blue helmets for

processing prior to evacuation out of the country. They also escorted some 150 Canadians, 40 Spaniards and a number of

Moroccans to the airport. These groups are being flown out by the respective countries.
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UNOCI continues to take in and protect newcomers in the three sites secured by UN troops. The mission has raised security

throughout the country to level four, meaning that where conditions permit, non-essential UN staff will be evacuated. There

have so far been no evacuations.

UNOCI said it could not confirm any death toll in Gagnoa, which has so far been a no-go area for neutral forces despite

many attempts by UN military observers and peacekeepers to monitor the area, where local Bete and pro-Gbagbo ethnic

groups are pitched against Dioula people. The Dioula are mainly from the north, although they settled in Gagnoa decades if

not centuries ago. Earlier today, instructions were given for a unit of UN peacekeepers to travel to the town in order to

investigate and report back.

The situation in Abidjan was quieter with fewer demonstrators on the streets, the mission reported. Some mild economic

activities were being restored, a few buses were running and some had opened.

Mr. Lubbers expressed deep concern as the number of people fleeing to Liberia climbed to more than 3,000. "Ivorians are

fleeing their homes because they are scared," he said. "If this goes on, there is a big risk of mass displacement of Ivorians

and of the Liberian refugees there as well. It is essential that a quick and peaceful solution be found to avoid such a

disastrous scenario."

UNHCR offices in surrounding countries are on standby and carrying out inventories of emergency stock and staff that

could be re-directed to Liberia or elsewhere should the crisis worsen.

"Liberia faces the enormous task of rebuilding, which includes the reintegration of hundreds of thousands of its own

citizens," Mr. Lubbers said. "A large influx of new refugees from Côte d'Ivoire would be very detrimental, creating further

poverty and instability. This is why the situation is so worrying, not only for Côte d'Ivoire, but for the entire region."

Annan hails new accords between Sudanese Government and

Darfur rebels

10 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today warmly welcomed the signing of

humanitarian and security accords between the Sudanese Government and rebels in the western region of

Darfur and urged them to resolve without delay what the international organization has called the world's

worst humanitarian crisis.

But at the same time the UN mission in Sudan reported that police last night again raided the Al Geer refugee

camp near Nyala, South Darfur destroying flimsy shacks, shooting in the air and shouting at terrified people.

Due to the shots, UN agencies and partner groups were immediately withdrawn for their own safety into Nyala town.

About 1.45 million people are internally displaced within Darfur, a vast area the size of France, where Janjaweed militias are

accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after rebel groups took up arms against the Sudanese Government last

year. Another 200,000 are living as refugees in neighbouring Chad.

The Government and two rebel groups - the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality

Movement (JEM) - signed the Protocols on the Improvement of the Humanitarian Situation and on the Enhancement of the

Security Situation in Darfur at a meeting yesterday in the Nigerian capital of Abuja.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan congratulated the parties on this "significant achievement" and

commended the active efforts of the African Union and its current Chairman, Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, in

mediating the talks with the support of the UN, European Union, League of Arab States and other partners.

"He is hopeful that these measures, combined with the deployment and strengthening of the expanded African Union

mission, will re-establish security and stability in the region, and facilitate the safe return of the displaced and refugees to

their home areas," the statement added. "He urges the parties to intensively pursue the political negotiations and conclude an

agreement without further delay."

Kofi Annan
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The UN mission said Mr. Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, who is on a previously arranged visit to

Nyala accompanied by Sudan's Foreign Minister, was expected to visit the raided camp as soon as possible.

According to reports reaching the mission, four small truckloads of police raided the camp in the early hours of the morning

following the return there of a number of refugees previously dispersed last week. Latest reports said the area had now

"calmed down."

UN envoy confers with Iraqi electoral commission on January

polls

10 November - As part of the United Nations role in helping Iraq organize elections after last year's

United States invasion, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, met

today with the country's Independent Electoral Commission.

He was briefed by Commission Chairman Abed Al Hussein Hindawi on the progress made in preparing

for the polls scheduled to take place towards the end of January.

Mr. Qazi assured Mr. Hindawi and the Commission members that the UN would continue to do every thing it can to enable

the Commission to carry out its task of organizing the country's first democratic elections.

Mr. Qazi, who hosted Mr. Hindawi and his colleagues for an Iftar (the post-sunset meal during the Ramadan fast) at his  residence, stressed that the UN remained committed to advancing the political process in Iraq, underlining that the holding of credible elections represented a key milestone in the process.

Timor-Leste not yet fully self-sufficient, Annan says in seeking extension for UN mission

10 November - Timor-Leste has not yet achieved a critical threshold of self-sufficiency as public

administration there remains weak and fragile, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report

seeking a final six-month extension for the United Nations mission in the tiny nation.

Timor-Leste has made "steady progress" in its institution-building efforts over the past three months,

Mr. Annan says, adding that the Government has made "considerable" efforts to address pressing issues,

such as the plight of veterans, as well as prepare for local elections.

He recommends that the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) be retained in the country through 20 May 2005to help it to consolidate its gains. The Mission is currently providing assistance to the country's justice system and coreadministrative structures, contributing to the development of its national police, and helping to maintain security.The report is based on the findings of a UN technical assessment mission that visited Timor-Leste in October.Over the next six months, Mr. Annan says, the UN mission will be focusing on preparations for its exit strategy so that the country would not suffer significantly from its withdrawal.UNMISET is composed of 58 civilian advisers, 150 civilian police advisers, 42 military liaison officers and a security force of some 430 military personnel, including an infantry company and air support.

International community needs to heal divisions, says Annan

10 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today the international community needs to heal its divisions and engage in a constructive debate about how to build a collective system of security,forge global partnership for development, and promote greater tolerance and understanding among the peoples of the world."Events over the past few years, in particular those related to terrorism and the war in Iraq, have upset the  consensus behind the Millennium Declaration," said Mr. Annan in a message delivered by his adviser Giandomenico Picco to the Fifth World Summit of Nobel Laureates, which started today in Rome.Describing the Millennium Declaration as "a landmark document," the Secretary-General said it captured the aspirations of the international community for a world united by common values, striving to achieve peace through collective security, and decent standards of living for every man, woman and child through a global partnership for development. Mr. Annan said the Millennium Development Goals had helped galvanize global action against critical challenges, such as massive poverty, disease and environmental degradation, but noted that so far results have been uneven. "There is no time to lose if we are to reach the Goals by the target date of 2015," he said. "That is where global partnership becomes crucial." Referring to the September 2005 five-year review of the implementation of the Millennium Declaration by world leaders, the Secretary General said: "I expect this rendezvous to encourage governments to take decision between now and then." Expecting that a high-level panel of experts on Threats, Challenges and Change would submit its report in the next few weeks, Mr. Annan hoped that Member States would respond with "with vision, good will and courage."

"Change and renewal are of course constant processes in a living institution," he said. "But I see next year's high-level event as more than that. I see it as a rare opportunity to come up with collective answers that have come so starkly into focus over past few years - such as global terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and the great global challenges of poverty, hunger and disease."

UN envoy calls on NATO security force to stay the course in Kosovo

10 November - The top United Nations envoy for Kosovo today appealed to North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) members providing the troops that keep the peace in the ethnically-divided province to "stay the course" and maintain adequate force levels to ensure the establishment of a stable multiethnic society. "If we cannot contain such potential threats to order and security in Kosovo, we will fail in our goal to create a stable multiethnic society in the foreseeable future," Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen told the North Atlantic Council of the situation in the province, where 22 people were killed and 500 injured in fighting in March between majority Albanians and minority Serbs. In an address to the Council in Brussels, he underlined the excellent cooperation between the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), which has steered the province since 1999 when NATO forced the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops after fighting between Albanians and Serbs, and the NATO-led international Kosovo Force (KFOR) that provides security. Mr. Jessen-Petersen stressed that security throughout the recent election campaign and on election day itself had been very satisfactory. "Since March UNMIK and KFOR have worked together to improve the security environment in Kosovo with particular regard to the minority population," he said, adding that all communities of Kosovo had an obligation to contribute to a secure environment. "It is vitally important that the Kosovo Serbs participate in processes, including the working group on decentralization, that provide them with the opportunity to address issues of direct concern to them," he declared, reiterating his recent call to all parties to heed the concerns of minorities. "The new government must reach out to the minority communities and make rapid progress on the implementation of standards, in particular in areas such as security, returns, freedom of movement, decentralization, and rule of law," he said, calling for the prompt formation of a government following the 23 October elections, in which Serb turnout was low. Mr. Jessen-Petersen said at the time that many Kosovo Serbs who would have liked to vote did not because they were afraid.

Lack of energy services for poor could doom development

goals, UN experts warn

10 November - Many developing nations will fail to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) if they do not take solid steps to ensure the availability of energy services to the poor, United Nations experts on sustainable development warned today.

"Energy with business as usual will not lead to achieving the Millennium Development Goals," Susan

McDade, a manager for a sustainable energy project of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said at a press briefing in New York.Citing two studies by UNDP and the UN Millennium Project, which are due to be released later this year, she stressed that access to modern energy services could have a decisive impact on reducing poverty. The studies, along with the International Energy Agency's (IEA) newly released "World Energy Outlook 2004," also suggest that meeting the MDGs will demand modern energy services for over half a billion people by 2015. "These findings underscore the danger of overlooking energy's role in human development," said Ms. McDade, pointing out that almost 1.6 billion people in developing countries live without electricity in their homes. According to UNDP, nearly one third of the world's population depends on dung, firewood and agricultural residues for cooking and heating. Experts say rural women and their children bare the brunt of this harsh reality.

"Day in and day out, rural women spend hours at a time gathering fuel-wood, inefficiently processing food and inhaling smoke from wood-fired cooking stoves," said Ms. McDade, who said she wondered why the international community had failed to set specific targets for the availability of energy services as part of its efforts to achieve the MDGs. "For these women and their families, dependence on traditional fuels and fuel technologies barely allows fulfilment of the basic human needs of nutrition, warmth and lighting, let alone the opportunity for more productive activities," she added. UNDP suggests that scaling up rural energy services can be a far more effective means of fighting poverty than previously thought. A recent study on Mali shows that mechanical power can help increase women's income by an average of 50 per cent and create conditions for better health and education.

The IEA estimates that eradicating extreme poverty by 2015 would imply that more than 700 million people will have to switch from using traditional biomass fuel to more efficient and clean commercial fuels. According to it report, halving the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day would require electricity for an additional 600 million people – mostly in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. Vijay Modi, a Columbia University professor and author of an upcoming UN Millennium Project study who also addressed the news conference, estimated that achieving the MDGs would require an annual average of $20 billion of investment in the development of energy infrastructure and services. "Energy services are a missing MDG," he said. "This requires a concerted and decisive international effort."

UN analysis urges integrating reproductive health and HIV

prevention campaigns

10 November - Integrating providers of reproductive health services into the battle against HIV infection

could bring the campaign to millions of women who are now at the centre of the global pandemic but fall

through gaps in preventive efforts, according to a new United Nations analysis published today.

“Integrating HIV and other reproductive health services seems obvious, but is often not recognized at the

programme and policy level,” said Purnima Mane, Director for Social Mobilization and Information for the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). “Policymakers and programme managers need to work together to find ways to deliver these inherently interrelated services more efficiently, more effectively – and in a more coordinated manner – to address the increasing global threat of HIV to women.” The analysis, “The Role of Reproductive Health Providers in Preventing HIV,” is published jointly by The Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI), a United States non-profit organization, and UNAIDS, with the collaboration of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF). It calls for overcoming financial shortfalls and resistance to public acknowledgement of women’s and adolescents’ sexuality in order to help reproductive health providers reach their full potential in closing the gap in HIV prevention, noting that they already offer a wide range of services to millions of women and are thus a largely untapped source as front-line providers of HIV prevention services. It stresses that they already have access to millions of high risk people, including reproductive age women, who account for nearly half of adults living with HIV worldwide; young people between 15 and 24, who account for half of all new cases of HIV; and expectant and new mothers, who account for 630,000 infants worldwide infected with HIV during their mother’s pregnancy, labour and delivery.

In addition to their ability to reach out to women, and increasingly to adolescents and men, the providers have the knowledge and skills upon which stepped-up interventions for HIV prevention could be built, it says. Adequate resources are key to increasing their ability to offer three key HIV prevention services: HIV counselling and testing and condom promotion in a setting where many women and adolescents, in particular, are already comfortable; prevention, diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted infections that would otherwise increase the risk of HIV transmission; and assistance to HIV-positive women for the prevention of unwanted pregnancies, thus reducing the chances of transmission to infants.

Research into health delivery systems could cut global deaths in half – UN report

10 November - Research into health systems could prevent half of all global deaths with simple and costeffective measures, producing dramatic improvements in health worldwide by translating scientific knowledge into action on the ground, according to a new United Nations report released today.

The World Health Organization (WHO) World Report on Knowledge for Better Health: Strengthening Health Systems argues that science must help to improve public health delivery systems and should not be confined to producing drugs, diagnostics, vaccines and medical devices.

In Africa, for example, it is estimated that only between 2 per cent and 15 per cent of children slept under bed-nets in 2001 – a simple, effective and proven method to prevent malaria.

Biomedical discoveries cannot improve people’s health without research to find out how to apply them within different health systems and diverse political and social contexts, thus ensuring that they reach those who need them the most by bridging the so-called “know-do” gap, it stresses. But at present the field attracts less than one tenth of 1 per cent of total health expenditure in low-income countries.

“There is a sense that science can do more, especially for public health,” WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said. “There is a gap between today’s scientific advances and their application – between what we know and what is actually being done. Health systems are under severe pressure and there is an urgent need to generate knowledge for strengthening and improving them.” Health systems research suffers from a poor image and has been under-funded compared to biomedical research despite widespread recognition of its importance. The lack of attention given to this field is also reflected in the fact that only 0.7 per cent of scientific articles published globally in 2000 were in the area of health systems research. “We need to put a stronger emphasis on translating knowledge into actions – health systems research will help us to bridge this ‘know-do’ gap,” said Tikki Pang, WHO Director for Research Policy and Cooperation, who coordinated the team of 12 internationally prominent health researchers in both developed and developing countries who developed the 143-page study over 18 months. “Also, that research is an investment, not a cost,” Dr. Pang added. Ministers of Health from more than 30 nations as well as representatives of research institutions, academia, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), pharmaceutical companies and various key stakeholders in health/medical research will gather from 16 to 20 November in Mexico City in a Ministerial Summit on Health Research, hosted by WHO and the Mexican Government, to focus on the “know -do gap.”

Asian countries report on progress in fighting child sexual

exploitation – UNICEF

10 November - Three years after Asian countries committed themselves to fighting the commercial

sexual exploitation of children, new initiatives in the region are leading the way in countering the

scourge, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

Representatives from more than 20 East Asian and Pacific countries met over the last three days in

Bangkok to report on new measures and improvements to existing procedures designed to protect

youngsters, help victims and punish exploiters. The meeting was a follow up to the 2001 East Asia and Pacific Regional Consultation against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, which was held to provide input to the World Congress on that topic held later that year in Yokohama, Japan. Among the regional efforts is the world’s first multi-country Memorandum of Understanding against trafficking, which covers the prevention of trafficking; the repatriation, rehabilitation and sensitive treatment of victims; and the extradition and prosecution of exploiters. Participants in the agreement, signed last month in Myanmar, include Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam. Despite such progress, UNICEF said, the lack of reliable data remains a major obstacle to implementing well-targeted and effective measures to stop the sex trade in children. New research designed to address this shortcoming and better support the need for monitoring was also presented and discussed at the conference. The meeting also considered strategies to stop the exponential rise in child pornography on the Internet, which, through the development of new technologies such as digital cameras and mobile phones, has increased the spread of such images.

Daily Press Briefing By The Office Of The Spokesman For The Secretary-General
And The Spokesman For The General Assembly President
 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
**Côte d’Ivoire
United Nations peacekeepers have so far escorted up to 400 non-UN persons from the three sites protected by UN Blue Helmets for processing prior to evacuation out of Cote d'Ivoire.  They have also escorted up to 150 Canadians, some 40 Spanish nationals and an unspecified number of Moroccans to the airport.  These groups are being flown out by the respective countries.
The United Nations mission continues to take in and protect several newcomers in the three locations secured by the peacekeepers.
The UN mission reports inter-ethnic violence in President Laurent Gbagbo's home town of Gagnoa.  The town has so far been a “no go” area for impartial forces, despite many attempts by UN military observers and peacekeepers to monitor the area.
The UN mission cannot confirm the deaths, or a death toll, but says that the local Bete and pro-Gbagbo ethnic groups are pitched against Dioula populations.  Dioula are mainly from the north, although they settled in Gagnoa decades, if not centuries, ago.
Earlier today, instructions were given so that a unit of UN peacekeepers could travel to Gagnoa in order to investigate and report back.
The situation in Abidjan is quieter.  Fewer demonstrators are on the street, the mission reports.  Some economic activities are being restored.  A few buses are running.  Some shops have opened.
Meanwhile, the situation in Bouake, in the north, is getting serious.  Water and electricity must be restored.
The hate messages continue.  Local languages are now being used.  Anti-French messages on public radio and television continue unabated.  The United Nations Mission radio station, though, continues to broadcast 24 hours a day.
**Security Council
As of now, there are no meetings or consultations for the Security Council scheduled for today.
However, the Council Presidency says there is a possibility of calling a vote on the Côte d’Ivoire draft resolution, which has not yet been turned into the final form prepared for adoption.
**Secretary-General’s Statement on the Abuja Talks on Darfur
“The Secretary-General warmly welcomes the signing by the Government of the Sudan, the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army and the Justice and Equality Movement in Abuja on 9 November, of the Protocols on the Improvement of the Humanitarian Situation and on the Enhancement of the Security Situation in Darfur.  He congratulates the parties on this significant achievement, and commends the active efforts of the African Union, notably those of its current Chairman, President Obasanjo of Nigeria, in mediating the talks on Darfur, with the support of the United Nations.  That support was also provided by the European Union, the League of Arab States and other partners including Norway, the United Kingdom and the United States.”
“He urges the parties to implement the Protocols fully and in good faith, so as to help improve the humanitarian and security conditions in Darfur.  He is hopeful that these measures, combined with the deployment and strengthening of the expanded African Union Mission, will re-establish security and stability in the region, and facilitate the safe return of the displaced and refugees to their home areas.  He urges the parties to intensively pursue the political negotiations and conclude an agreement without further delay.”
**Sudan
According to the UN mission in the Sudan, reports have come in that police again raided the Al Jeer camp in Nyala, South Darfur, last night.
On this occasion, the attack on the camp was witnessed by a BBC correspondent.
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the Sudan, Jan Pronk, who is on a previously arranged visit to Nyala, is expected to visit the camp as soon as possible.
According to reports reaching the UN mission in Khartoum this morning, and following the return to the Al-Jeer camp of a number of refugees previously dispersed on the night of the second of November, four small truckloads of police raided the camp in the early hours of the morning.
They destroyed flimsy shacks, which had been built by the camp residents, shot in the air and shouted at the terrified people.  Some reports said they also used tear gas.
Due to the shots being fired, UN agencies and partner groups were immediately withdrawn from the area for their own safety.  They withdrew back to the town of Nyala.
Latest reports say that the area has now “calmed down”.
**Iraq
In Iraq, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, today met with the Chairman of the Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission, Abed Al Hussein Hindawi, and other members of the Commission.  Hindawi briefed Qazi on progress the Commission is making in preparing for the elections scheduled to take place towards the end of January.
Qazi assured Hindawi and the Commission members that the United Nations will continue to do everything it can to enable the Commission to carry out its task of organizing Iraq’s first democratic elections.
Qazi, who also hosted Hindawi and his colleagues for an Iftar at his residence, stressed that the UN remains committed to advance the political process in Iraq, underlining that the holding of credible elections represents a key milestone in this process.
**Humanitarian Appeal
Tomorrow the Secretary-General is to request more than 1 billion dollars to help people survive a web of forgotten humanitarian crises, mainly in Africa.  He will make the appeal to donor governments gathered in the Economic and Social Council Chamber from 11 to 11:35 in the morning.
After that, Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, who is responsible for putting the appeal together, will be here at the noon briefing to update us on the world’s pressing humanitarian needs and propose a response.  He will be joined by Angelina Atyam, Chair of Uganda’s Concerned Parents Association, who will recount how the humanitarian emergency in northern Uganda has affected her.  Her daughter is one of 21,000 children abducted by rebels over the years, in a country where many people are displaced from homes and require assistance.
**Timor-Leste
Timor-Leste has not yet achieved a critical threshold of self-sufficiency, and public administration there remains weak and fragile.  That, the Secretary-General says in a new report, is the finding by a UN technical assessment mission that went to the country in October.
The Secretary-General says that Timor-Leste has made steady progress in its institution-building efforts over the past three months.  But he recommends that the UN Mission in the country be retained for a further six months, until 20 May next year, to allow it to consolidate the gains made thus far.
He also says that, over the coming six months, the UN Mission will need to focus on preparing its exit strategy, so that the country will not suffer significantly from its withdrawal.
The report is out on the racks today.
**Kosovo/SRSG on NATO 
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, has appealed to NATO Member States to “stay the course” in Kosovo, and maintain adequate force levels as the international community is entering a decisive phase.
Mr. Jessen-Petersen made the comments in an address to the North Atlantic Council in Brussels this morning on the political and security situation in Kosovo.
He also warned that if threats to order and security in Kosovo aren’t contained, then the goal of creating a stable multi-ethnic society in the foreseeable future will not be reached.
We have more on his speech upstairs in a press release.
**Former Yugoslavia
Available on the racks today is the eleventh annual report of the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, which says that the Tribunal’s three trial chambers ran six trials simultaneously over the course of the past year.
Over that period, nine accused surrendered voluntarily and one was arrested, but high-level suspects, including Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic, remain at large.
The report also notes the growing and significant gap between the Tribunal’s approved budget and the collection of contributions by Member States, with the two international tribunals having a cash deficit of more than $70 million.
**AIDS
A new UN-supported study says that people who provide reproductive services should also be used to integrate HIV prevention activities into their work.
According to the analysis, reproductive health providers already offer a wide range of services to millions of women who are at the centre of the AIDS pandemic.  Yet, their potential role as front-line providers of HIV prevention services is largely untapped.
We have a press release on the study, which was published jointly by UNAIDS, the United Nations Population Fund, the Alan Guttmacher Institute and the International Planned Parenthood Foundation.
**Nobel Message
The Secretary-General today called on the world’s Nobel Peace Laureates to support the Millennium Declaration and UN reform efforts, including the work done by the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.
In a message to the Laureates’ fifth world summit, the Secretary-General says that what is needed, more than ever, is a constructive debate on how to build a collective security system to meet today’s challenges, in which all States can have confidence.
And we have copies of that message upstairs.
**Secretary-General
The Secretary-General is scheduled tonight to attend the International Rescue Committee’s 2004 Freedom Award Ceremony.
Lieutenant General Romeo Dallaire, the former Commander of the UN Mission to Rwanda and Uganda, is being given the organization’s Distinguished Humanitarian Award.
**WHO/Better Research
A new report from the World Health Organization says that effective research could prevent half of the world's deaths with simple and cost-effective interventions.  That’s one of the key findings of the new World Report on global health research –- which sets out the strategies needed to reduce global disparities in health by strengthening health systems.

We have more on that in a press release upstairs.

**US Mission/Afghan Exhibit
And a heads-up on an exhibit that is opening at UN Headquarters this afternoon.
The exhibit is called “Out of the Shadows –- The Role of Women in Afghan Society”, and it’s being sponsored by US-AID and the US Mission to the United Nations.
Speakers at the event include US Ambassador John Danforth and James Kunder, US AID’s Assistant Administrator for Asia and the Near East.
The one hour event starts at 5 p.m., and will be held in the South Gallery, in the Conference Building Lobby.
An Iftar Reception will follow the opening statements, and there’ll be music performed by Afghan musicians.
**Press Conferences Today and Tomorrow
Finally, press conferences today and tomorrow.
Immediately following this briefing, Ms. Susan McDade, the Team Manager of the UN Development Programme’s Sustainable Energy Programme, will be joined by Professor Vijay Modi of Columbia University and Dr. Faith Birol, Head of the Economic Analysis Division of the International Energy Agency, and they will be briefing you on three energy reports.
And then at 1 o’clock tomorrow, also in this room, Ambassador Samir Sumaidaie of Iraq will brief on a number of issues, including the political role of religious leaders in the Middle East.
That’s my report for today.
Questions and Answers
Question:  On Côte d’Ivoire, the Ivorian UN Ambassador is calling for the UN to bring French forces under its flag in Côte d’Ivoire.  He’s also saying that the Security Council should hold off on the issue of the French draft resolution until Thabo Mbeki has rendered the results of these mediations.  I’m wondering if you have any reactions to both those ideas?

Spokesman:  No, that’s a Council matter, so please don’t ask the Secretariat to intervene at this preliminary stage.

Question:  And on Iraq, as a follow up to Ashraf Qazi’s activities there, the Secretary-General has obviously expressed concern over the invasion of Falluja in the famous letter.  Now the Islamic Party has withdrawn from the Government in Iraq.  The Council of Islamic Scholars is calling for a boycott of the polling in January.  How concerned is the UN now that the polling won’t happen in Iraq as a result of what’s happening now?

Spokesman:  I don’t think we’re prepared to predict any impact of what’s happening in Iraq today on the elections planned for January.  As we’ve said a hundred times before, it will be the Iraqis who decide on the timing of those elections.  The developments that you cite are worrying, and don’t move us in the right direction.  But we’re waiting to see how the military operation proceeds, we’re hoping for a minimum of civilian casualties, and we’re hoping for a positive political outcome.  Edie?

Question:  Fred, in regards to the letter that the Secretary-General received about the oil-for-food-related documents from a Senate sub-committee.  Is there any response, and was the Secretary-General’s meeting yesterday with Mr. Volcker related in any way?

Spokesman:  We only just received that letter.  I think you may have gotten it before we did.  So we are studying the letter.  We have been fully cooperative and open with the Volcker Committee; we have shared all of our documentation with them.  We will be looking at the points raised in this letter over the next few hours.  We may have something to say after we’ve had a bit more time to study it.

I don’t have any information on what was discussed between the Secretary-General and Mr. Volcker yesterday, so I don’t believe that the Secretary-General knew about the letter at the time of his meeting with Mr. Volcker.  In fact, I know he did not know about the letter at that time.

Question:  Fred, what can you tell me about the status of preparations or implementation of evacuation of non-essential UN personnel from Cote d’Ivoire?

Spokesman:  We don’t like to talk about these things in any detail.  It is true that we are now looking to temporarily relocate any non-essential UN staff.  We’re also looking at, and assessing, the security situation in the streets, as to whether it’s safer to leave people where they are or whether it’s safe enough to start moving them out.  So, I don’t think we want to say anything more about what has become a dangerous situation for all foreigners in Cote d’Ivoire.

Question:  How many UN personnel are there in Côte d’Ivoire, and how many are non-essential?

Spokesman:  I don’t have the non-essential figure.  I think we have about 100, including the staff of our specialized agencies, funds and programmes.  And I believe there are over more than 600 civilians linked to the peacekeeping mission there.  Richard?

Question:  On oil-for-food, when you say you may have something to say later.  Is that an indication perhaps there would be a shifting in policy regarding the documents?

Spokesman:  No, I think we just want to clarify what our position is, and we need, in doing that, to consult first with Mr. Volcker, because one of the attachments to the letter that came from the Senators referred to an instruction reportedly given by Mr. Volcker’s Commission.  So, we need to clarify what their position is and we would like to clarify for you, and reassure you, of what our position is, as far as being as cooperative as possible.

Question:  What has been your position on sharing documents with the many Washington Committees?

Spokesman:  We have shared all our documents with Mr. Volcker, and Mr. Volcker has told you what his view is regarding control of those documents.

Question:  Do you feel criticism is justified about the UN hiding and not willing to share audits with others who are investigating, at others who are looking around the world at this complicated scandal?

Spokesman:  We would like those who are asking for these documents to have a clear understanding of why we take the position that we do.  It’s not to inhibit.  So if you’ll just give us a couple more hours to consult with Mr. Volcker, we may be able to give you a fuller position.  But it will be a reaffirmation of our former position, perhaps more fully explained.

Question:  On the work of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges, etc., some delegations have stated publicly that the recommendations should be [inaudible] by all the governments.  How does the Secretary-General envision the adoption of these recommendations, by consensus, by resolution, or by taking note of?

Spokesman:  That will be a decision for the General Assembly to take.  So he will be presenting the report to the Assembly on the second [of December], he would expect that the Assembly would decide which of the recommendations need to be discussed at the summit level, and which can be discussed in committee or in another body.  So that’s really not a position for him to take.  He would expect the Assembly to organize its work as it sees fit.

I will now call Djibril up to do the briefing on the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

This morning, the General Committee met informally to hear a presentation from Mr. Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator.  The meeting was held to enhance the consideration of agenda item 39, that agenda being on strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian assistance, including special economic assistance, and that in preparation for a Plenary discussion tomorrow.

Immediately following the adjournment of the Committee’s informal meeting there was a formal meeting to consider, including a new sub-item.  That sub-item is entitled, “Rendering assistance to the poor mountain countries to overcome obstacles in socio-economic and ecological areas”.  The request for inclusion of this item came from Afghanistan, Costa Rica, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan and Nepal.  It is contained in document A/59/238.  This sub-item would be included under agenda item 88, that agenda item is entitled, “Groups of countries in special situations”, and it would be allocated to the Second Committee.

Speaking of which, the Second Committee is meeting today to discuss quite a few items:  macroeconomic policy questions; triennial comprehensive policy review of the operational activities for development of the United Nations system; actions related to the particular needs and problems of least developed countries, and finally, “Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan over their natural resources”.

The Fifth Committee, Administrative and Budgetary, took up yesterday a newly-developed strategic framework for the years 2006-2007, which has been prepared in an effort to streamline the complex and costly process of planning and budgeting at the United Nations.  The framework consists of a plan outline, reflecting longer-term objectives, and a two-year programme plan.

By the terms of General Assembly resolution 58/269, it has been prepared on a trial basis, to replace the current four-year plan, which is to end in 2005.  A final decision on the matter is to be made at the Assembly’s sixty-second session, which would allow for a review of experiences gained.

An item of good news I’d like to share with you.  This has to do with the Sixth Committee, the Legal Committee.

The Sixth Committee approved, without a vote, a United Nations Convention on jurisdictional immunities of States and their properties.

Why is this good news?  Because this item has been on the agenda of the General Assembly since December 1977.  So, through consistent work and follow up, we have the United Nations Convention, which has 33 articles applying to the immunity of a State and its properties from the jurisdiction of the courts of another State.  The Convention would be open for signature on 17 January 2005 until two years later, 17 January 2007.  And the Convention would enter into force on the thirtieth day after the thirtieth party would join.  So, I understand from experts, from students of United Nations affairs, that this was a very contentious issue in 1977, and it has been brought to a close by this Convention, approved without a vote, by the Sixth Committee, Sixth Committee being the Legal Committee.

That’s all I have for you today.  Any questions?

Questions and Answers
Spokesman for General Assembly President:

Question:  Does the General Assembly have any idea how the report on the High-level Panel would be adopted -- by consensus, by vote, or by taking note of?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The President of the General Assembly is taking this report very seriously, and has put in place a series of consultations within the General Assembly itself.  So I would say that it won’t be before March that one would have an idea, because March, being March 2005, would be marking the end of the consultative process that would be started on the second of December.  So, it’s too early to determine right now which way it would go.  Yes, Edie?

Question:  When was this Convention adopted?  Was it adopted today or yesterday?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The Convention was approved yesterday.  And I would really like to recommend it to you because I’ve heard, very often, in this room, that the General Assembly is often a “talk shop”.  And very often, one mentions it, this is an example again of where global issues can only be resolved through a global platform, as the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, often reminds us.  Issues, which are contentious today, may take time, but through the General Assembly, they come to a resolution, whereby any country, which is below the agreement of the Convention, will be seen as such by the International Community.  Yes?

Question:  The Legal Committee is supposed to make a decision on two draft resolutions on human cloning.  But, so far, no meeting is scheduled to call for on this issue.  Can you tell us when the committees are going to resume discussions on these two draft resolutions?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  This is the issue on cloning.  The two groups of co-sponsors of draft resolutions, L.2 and L.8, have been undertaking consultations on an ongoing basis.  The Committee is supposed to complete its work on 19 November.  As you know, there are two proposals, one by Costa Rica and the group of co-sponsors, and the other by Belgium and co-sponsors.  The Office of the President of the General Assembly has been monitoring the situation very closely.

If there are no more questions, then thank you very much.

* *** *
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