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Saddam Hussein Has Destroyed 90 Percent of Iraq’s Wetlands Heritage 

Washington File Staff Writer - USIA

Iraqi-born engineer describes the marshes’ devastation

By Vicki Silverman

Washington -- Saddam Hussein’s destruction of the vast marshlands lying between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in southern Iraq is nearly complete, according to Azzam Alwash, an Iraqi-born engineer and environmental activist. Alwash said the latest commercial satellite imagery shows less than 10 percent of Iraq’s marshlands hold water today, and what remains is a massive network of man-made canals and parched, salty earth.

This is the legacy of the regime’s engineering scheme, begun in 1991, to drain the marsh  region for military purposes, according Alwash. International environmental experts, calling this effort "one of humanity's worst engineered disasters," believe it is only a matter of years before the marshlands and the unique culture of people who lived there

disappear.

Very few people, even Iraqis, have had the opportunity to see or study the Iraqi marshlands, the millenniums-old ecosystem where water reeds grew twenty feet high, and grains, grasses, fish, buffalo and migratory birds lived in harmony with 500,000 native Marsh Dwellers. Since 1991, the regime has barred environmental researchers and humanitarian relief workers from the area. Nevertheless, a group of experts at the United National Environmental Program and dedicated individuals and non-governmental organizations have been monitoring the condition of the Iraqi marshes, by satellite images and other methods.

Alwash is one of the rare individuals who has experienced the marshlands firsthand. "My father was an irrigation engineer in southern Iraq. He would take me with him as he traveled about to meet with the farmers in the years from 1962 through 1969," he said in an interview with the Washington File September 26.

"I have very vivid memories of the marshes from puttering around in early summer in a boat with my father…recollections of the vast waters and threading through the reed beds. I remember my father being graciously received in the town of Chubaish, which is    essentially a collection of small islands build up of earth and reeds, similar to Venice," he    recalled.

"Honestly, as a boy, I didn’t appreciate these trips," Alwash explained. "I thought of the marshes as a backward region. Remember, I’m talking about the 1960’s and early 1970’s, long before the environmental movement helped us understand the value of wetlands and the lessons of its native cultures."

 (Saddam Hussein’s regime promoted old prejudices before draining the wetlands. In April 1991, the Ba’th party newspaper al-Thawra carried six long articles attacking the Marsh Dwellers for their alleged backwardness and immorality, describing them as a  ‘monkey-faced’ people who are not ‘real Iraqis.’)

In 1979, after two years at the civil engineering school of Basra University, Alwash left Iraq to pursue his education in the United States. "Saddam Hussein had been gaining power and state control was increasing by the day. I was 20 years old and I had   wanted to go to graduate school as long as I could remember. I was told point blank that if I didn’t join the Ba’th party, no matter how well I did, I would never go on to graduate school…I chose to come to the United States… I don’t know any of my engineering colleagues in Basra who survived the Iran-Iraq war," Alwash reflected.

He finished his engineering degree at California State University, Fullerton, and completed his master’s and doctorate degrees through scholarships from the University of Southern California. In the early 1990's, the years surrounding the struggle over Kuwait, Alwash avoided political activism to start both his professional and family life. Then, in 1994, he and his wife were impelled to act on behalf of the Iraqi people.

"In 1994, my wife, who has her doctorate in geology, and I were kayaking in southern    California. All my memories of southern Iraq reawakened. Together we pored over the beautiful photographs in Gavin Young’s book Return to the Marshes. We then happened to be in London in 1994 and went to a presentation at the British parliament by the foreign minister showing what Saddam was doing at that point in time to dry up the

marshes. The bells were ringing…the pictures even then were devastating," Alwash said.

When asked why Saddam destroyed the marshes, Alwash explained that Iraqi military documents captured in 1991 revealed that as early as 1987, Saddam Hussein ordered the construction of a network of canals to end the flow of water and dry the marshes in order to pursue Iraqi soldiers who were fleeing the Iran-Iraq war. Alwash said it was preposterous to believe, as the regime has claimed, that the massive drainage program was designed to create more agricultural land to counter sanctions after 1991.

"Only the outer edges of the marshlands could ever be farmed and, in fact, this is where Marsh Dwellers were already growing rice. The rest of the soil is too salty to support food crops," he said.

Alwash noted that the marshlands are fed through a delicate balance of runoff waters from Iraq’s central plain, as well as the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers which have been diverted by a massive system of canals and dams.

"It is true that the water of the Tigris entering Iraq has been reduced by a major system of dams nearer its source in southern Turkey. But even in 1990 there was enough water that the marshes were viable and vibrant. Saddam’s program has three features. The Glory River (Nahar al-Aaz), a shallow canal two kilometers wide, was built in 1993 to intercept the water that comes from the Tigris. Bypassing the marshes, it dumps the water into the Shatt-al-Arab waterway," Alwash said.

"There is another system to capture the runoff from the agricultural land of Iraq’s central plains," Alwash continued. "This water would have gone into the marshes, but now carries the water by an underground siphon system below the Euphrates and into a canal called Saddam’s River (some sources call it the Third River) which eventually directs the water to the Gulf. The third diversion canal, known as the Mother of Battles

River, is designed solely to take water from the Euphrates thus depriving the marshes of the water needed to keep the marsh ecosystem alive," Alwash said.

"From the satellite photos revealed in London, we learned that 60 percent of the marshes were drained between 1990-1994. We began knocking on doors locally and trying to raise awareness among environmental groups of the devastation in Iraq. Our pleas were somewhat lost. Perhaps that is not so surprising given the many other issues that compete for attention and the fact so few people have first-hand knowledge of this ecosystem. It’s about this time I became more active in Iraqi organizations which advocate for the Iraqi people," Alwash said.

Alwash is a member of the board of directors of the Iraq Foundation, which supports a project to rejuvenate the marshes. He has also served on the board of the Iraqi Forum for Democracy. His criticism of the regime’s destructive engineering in southern Iraq has not gone unnoticed. Iraq security agents visit members of his family who still live inside Iraq, forcing them to call other relatives in the United States and to press Alwash and his family to cease their activities.

Despite the regime’s scare tactics, Alwash continues to speak out about the destruction  of the Iraqi marshes. "As a result of the drying out of these wetlands, 500,000 of the indigenous people were forced to flee – their villages were destroyed, the reed beds were burned – they had to abandon their way of life after thousands of years," he said.

"There are some reports that up to 100,000 Marsh Dwellers are refugees in Iran. Another 100,000 are spread all over the world, political refugees from 1991 …What I am afraid of is that the skills they mastered to live in the marsh environment will be lost with the new generations. These are not simple skills, to care for the wildlife and build from the native materials," he said, drawing parallels to the destruction and loss of Native American culture in North America.

Alwash said he refuses to despair at what has been done. He said he and other environmental experts are combining their energy and skills, so that someday the beauty and bounty of Iraq’s southern wetlands will be renewed.

The Iraq Foundation project, named Eden Again, is beginning to assemble a group of American and international experts on wetlands restoration, Alwash said. This group of experts uses existing data and new computer modeling efforts to develop alternative scenarios for the marshes’ eventual restoration. Experts believe that a partial  restoration of the marshes is still possible, but point out that much of this unique

ecosystem, and the culture that thrived in it, is irretrievably gone.

More information on Iraq’s marshlands may be obtained from the following organizations:

Iraq Foundation at http://www.iraqfoundation.org/projects/edenagain/index.html ;

The AMAR International Charitable Foundation at http://www.amarappeal.com/ (AMAR   has also published a new book, The Iraqi Marshlands: a Human and Environmental    Study.)

                         The United Nations Environmental Program

                         http://www.grid.unep.ch/activities/sustainable/tigris/marshlands/.
______________________________________________________________________

The Irish Times 

October 9, 2002 

UN warns insurers to pay attention to the weather 

 Banks, pension funds and insurance companies are not recognising the risks and opportunities posed by climate change, according to a new UN report. 

      Losses as a result of natural disasters are doubling every decade and are likely to worsen, it claims. Climate change driven natural disasters had the potential to wreak havoc across the world's stock markets and financial centres, according to the report, "Climate Change and the Financial Services Industry". 

      The UN Environmental Programmes's Finance Initiatives group released the report yesterday. 

      The Financial Initiatives group involves the UNEP and 295 banks, insurance and investment companies. It noted that losses as a result of natural disasters had cost $ 1,000 billion (E1,002 billion) in the past 15 years. 

      Annual losses in the next 10 years would reach about $ 150 billion a year if current trends continued, the group estimated. 

      "The increasing frequency of severe climatic events, threatening the social stability or coupled with  significant social costs, has the potential to stress insurers, reinsurers and banks to the point of impaired viability or even insolvency," the report warned. 

      The massive economic losses stemming from the summertime flooding in central Europe were typical of the events predicted by climate change modelling, the report stated. 

      This year had also seen a near total failure of the Indian Monsoon, extensive forest fires in the western US and another El Nino event forming in the Pacific Ocean. 

      The property market, where loans for houses and buildings were made over relatively long periods, could be particularly vulnerable as a result of extreme weather events, the report stated. 

      The expected response of governments was to cut back carbon dioxide output by reducing energy demand.  Asset managers as a result may see the value of energy or power company holdings decline in value.

__________________________________________________________________________

 Insurance Day 

October 10, 2002 

UN warns insurers could face a $150bn global warming bill 

      INSURANCE companies must brace themselves for exposure to $150bn in liabilities from natural disasters linked to global warming, says a new United Nations (UN) report, co-authored by industry heavy hitters such as Prudential and Swiss Re. 

      The report, Climate change and the financial services industry, advises the insurance industry to follow an action plan, to withstand policy payouts for floods, storms, forest fires and other natural disasters, which it says "appear to be doubling every decade and have reached $1trn in the past 15 years". Its recommendations urge insurers and reinsurers to better reflect risks from climate change-related perils in their policies and to develop partnerships with public authorities in high-risk areas so that cover can be maintained. It says commercial banks should fully reflect risks from climate change in loan agreements and give incentives to schemes that encourage energy efficiency or cleaner fuels. Asset managers, such as  pension funds, should request better information from their target investments on their carbon emissions and exposure to greenhouse gases. The paper paints a domesday scenario where an unwary insurance sector is crippled by man-made changes to the world's climate, which cause such expensive disasters they wreak havoc throughout the world's stock markets and financial centres. 

      "The increasing frequency of severe climatic events, threatening the social stability or coupled with  significant social costs, has the potential to stress insurers, reinsurers and banks to the point of impaired viability or even insolvency," the report concludes. 

      It claims that the property market, where loans for houses and buildings are made over relatively long periods, could become particularly vulnerable as a result of extreme weather. 

      "Homeowners and companies with property holdings may find their insurance cover is cancelled at short  notice, leaving them highly exposed," it says. 

      Accountants, actuaries, analysts and credit rating agencies should advise corporate clients about the threats and opportunities of climate change, says the report, which was prepared by Innovest Strategic Value Advisors of Toronto. They should also create standardised accounting methods for nascent  greenhouse gas trading markets created by the Kyoto Protocol. 

      The paper urges governments to strike emission-limiting agreements that go beyond Kyoto, as it runs out in 2012, while carbon dioxide, methane and the other greenhouse gases will linger in the atmosphere for many decades more. 

      The paper was written for the UN Environment Programme Finance Initiatives, a partnership between UNEP and 295 banks, insurance and investment companies. Other companies involved in the report include Andlug  Consulting, Citigroup, Andina de Fomento, Dresdner Bank, Gerling Sustainable Development Project, Munich  Re and SAM Sustainable Asset Management. 

      Swiss Re chief financial officer John Fitzpatrick said: "The financial services industry ... has an obligation to contribute to the solution of these problems through its own investments and business expertise. 

      "After all, climate change and substantial emissions reductions like any other strategic global business challenge ultimately becomes a financial issue." 

__________________________________________________________________________

Energy Intelligence Group, Inc.   

Oil Daily 

October 9, 2002 Wednesday 

 Climate Change Costing Billions 

      Economic losses caused by climate change-driven natural disasters could cost the world's financial centers $150 billion per year within the next 10 years, according to a UN-backed report. 

      Written by the UN Environment Program's (UNEP) finance initiative, the report urgesaction to decrease the emission of greenhouse gases, particularly carbon. While climate change is recognized as a threat by insurers and reinsurers, their strategies toward it have been mixed. 

      The report blames their "wait and see policy" on prolonged wrangling over the Kyoto accord. Kyoto calls on  industrialized countries to cut emissions by an average of 5.2% below 1990 levels by 2012. But its fate is still hanging in the balance due to a lack of solid information on emissions, and delays in finalizing regulations on new greenhouse gas markets. 

      The report comes up with several recommendations. Priority is given to delivering market solutions for climate change through carbon emissions trading and lowering insurance premiums for cleaner companies. It says the annual market in trading greenhouse gases could be worth as much as $2 trillion by 2012. The market for clean energy could stand at $1.9 trillion by 2020, according to some estimates. Meanwhile, governments are urged to adopt a clear commitment to long-term global plans to keep greenhouse gas safe levels.  __________________________________________________________________________

BI Daily

10/10/2002 04:05:19

Climate Change Costing Billions
Oil Daily, Incorporating Energy Alert via NewsEdge Corporation : Economic losses caused by climate change-driven natural disasters could cost the world's financial centers $150 billion per year within the next 10 years, according to

a UN- backed report.

Written by the UN Environment Program's (UNEP) finance initiative, the report urges action to decrease the

emission of greenhouse gases, particularly carbon.

While climate change is recognized as a threat by insurers and reinsurers, their strategies toward it have been mixed.

The report blames their "wait and see policy" on prolonged wrangling over the Kyoto accord. Kyoto calls on industrialized countries to cut emissions by an average of 5.2% below 1990

levels by 2012. But its fate is still hanging in the balance due to a lack of solid information on emissions, and delays

in finalizing regulations on new greenhouse gas markets.

The report comes up with several recommendations. Priority is given to delivering market solutions for climate change

through carbon emissions trading and lowering insurance premiums for cleaner companies. It says the annual market

in trading greenhouse gases could be worth as much as $2 trillion by 2012. The market for clean energy could stand at $1.9 trillion by 2020, according to some estimates. Meanwhile,

governments are urged to adopt a clear commitment to long-term global plans to keep greenhouse gases at safe levels.

__________________________________________________________________________

Les Echoes

Changement climatique : l'ONU chiffre les risques  [08/10/02 - 16H56]

Les pertes annuelles dues aux catastrophes naturelles atteindront près de 150 milliards de dollars dans les dix ans à venir si rien n'est fait Inconscientes. Telles seraient les banques, caisses de retraite et autres compagnies d'assurance en matière de risques associés au changement climatique, selon les membres de l'Initiative des institutions financières du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). Dans un rapport intitulé «Le changement climatique et le secteur des services financiers» rendu public mardi

8 octobre, le PNUE observe que les pertes dues aux catastrophes naturelles semblent doubler tous les dix ans et ont totalisé un billion de dollars au cours des 15 dernières années. Et d'avertir que «les pertes annuelles atteindront près de 150 milliards de dollars dans les dix ans à venir, si rien ne vient infléchir les tendances actuelles».

Selon le rapport de l'ONU, la plupart des acteurs financiers ne sont pas pleinement pénétrés du problème du changement climatique, ou ont opté pour une politique attentiste. Prenant l'exemple du marché immobilier, le PNUE explique qu'il pourrait devenir particulièrement vulnérable à la suite de phénomènes météorologiques extrêmes. A telle enseigne que «les particuliers propriétaires de leur habitation et les investisseurs dans l'immobilier pourraient voir leurs assurances résiliées avec un court préavis et se retrouver brutalement sans couverture».

Dans ces conditions, que faire ? Le programme recommande notamment de pousser les assureurs et réassureurs à prendre davantage en compte les risques liés aux phénomènes climatiques dans les polices d'assurance. Il préconise également l'instauration de partenariats public/privé dans les domaines à risques élevés. Autant de sujets de discussion pour les participants au prochain cycle de négociations sur le changement climatique, qui se déroulera à New Delhi (Inde) du 23 octobre au 1er novembre.

  Lire le rapport de l'ONU sur «Le changement climatique et le secteur des services financiers»

(format PDF)

______________________________________________________________________

Liberation - Tornade financière sur les changements climatiques:   Un rapport d'une agence onusienne tire le signal d'alarme.

Des banques de moins en moins rentables, des assurances menacées de faillites, des fonds de pension en déconfiture... Ce ne sont pas là les prochaines conséquences de l'interminable chute des marchés financiers... Mais les effets violents des   changements climatiques à venir. Ce scénario apocalyptique est cosigné par le PNUE (Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement) et une kyrielle d'institutions financières originaires de plusieurs pays. Dans un rapport (1) publié aujourd'hui, le PNUE et 259 banques, compagnies d'assurances et d'investissement, affirment que les conséquences économiques des catastrophes

naturelles provoquées par les changements climatiques pourraient ruiner les marchés financiers.

Investissements. «Si la communauté internationale continue de repousser les  investissements financiers et les engagements pour réduire les causes du réchauffement climatique, alors la facture risque d'être encore bien plus élevée dans une dizaine d'années»,

estime Jacqueline Aloisi de Larderel, sous-directrice du PNUE. Selon le rapport, les pertes économiques dues aux catastrophes naturelles doublent tous les dix ans. Ainsi, sur les dix dernières années, le manque à gagner et autres indemnisations dues   aux catastrophes climatiques s'est monté à près de 1 000 milliards de dollars ! La prochaine décennie est encore plus noire, puisque le chiffre pourrait atteindre les 1 500 milliards de dollars à terme,

    estiment les experts et autres partenaires du PNUE.

  Pertes. C'est en fait toute une chaîne économique  qui pourrait faire les frais des dérèglements du  climat. Ainsi, le rapport estime, par exemple, que «le marché de l'immobilier, avec des prêts pour l'achat d'habitations et d'immeubles consentis pour des durées  relativement longues, pourrait devenir particulièrement vulnérable par la suite de phénomènes météorologiques extrêmes». En France, et dans d'autres pays européens par exemple, les communes qui tirent   une grande partie de leurs revenus de l'industrie du

ski connaissent déjà des revers financiers majeurs du manque d'enneigement causé par le

réchauffement climatique. Au point de mettre à mal la rentabilité des agences bancaires locales. 

A l'échelle mondiale, la multitude de risques «mal évalués» par rapport à la dégradation climatique devient une véritable bombe à retardement financière. «Mais trop peu  d'institutions financières prennent au sérieux les risques associés au changement

climatique», avertissent les membres de l'Initiative des institutions financières du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement. En attendant, avec plus de 26 000 milliards de dollars d'actifs à gérer, le secteur financier partenaire du PNUE estime

  qu'il pourrait, à condition de se mobiliser à plus grande échelle, «exercer une influence majeure sur le développement économique futur...». 

Kyoto. En plaidant pour son propre intérêt, le secteur   financier pourrait forcer les Etats, encore récalcitrants, à ratifier le protocole de Kyoto. C'est du moins ce que veulent croire les experts du PNUE, le regard tourné vers les Etats-Unis. Depuis 1997, Washington refuse en effet de ratifier le protocole de Kyoto qui vise à réduire les émissions de gaz à effet   de serre considérées comme responsables du réchauffement de la planète. «Après les arguments scientifiques, place aux arguments financiers auxquels d'ordinaire sont sensibles les Américains», conclut un expert en assurance.

                                 (1) Climate Change and the Financial Services. 

______________________________________________________________________

The Christian Science Monitor 

October 10, 2002, Thursday 

Popularity burdens world's favorite coastline 

      BYLINE: By Colin Woodard Special to The Christian Science Monitor 

      DATELINE: CORFU, GREECE 

      BODY: 

      English novelist Edward Lear, who wintered on Corfu in the mid-19th century, was ecstatic about the island's beauty, "the blue of the sky and ivory of church and chapel, the violet of mountain rising from peacock-wing hued sea." 

      Today he'd probably not recognize the place. 

      Corfu was one of the first Greek islands to embrace mass tourism in the 1960s. Much of its coastline is now a dismal swath of concrete hotels catering to cheap package tours from Britain and Ireland. Bays and  beaches are smothered by sprawling, disheveled holiday camps, where binge drinking appears a popular

      activity. "If anyone wants to illustrate the unacceptable face of Greek tourism," one guidebook declares, "it  is to Corfu that they look." 

      Tourists from around the globe are loving the Mediterranean to death. The sea is the most popular tourist destination in the world, attracting over 200 million tourists a year, nearly one-third of the world's total tourist flow, up from 58 million in 1970. While that's an economic boon for many coastal communities, it's also turning into an environmental nightmare, as more and more of the basin's natural coastline vanishes to make way for hotels, marinas, and cruise-ship ports. 

      "If we follow this trend, there will be no natural spaces left by the end of the century. The whole coast will be urbanized," says Lucien Chabason, coordinator of the United Nations Environment Programme's Mediterranean Action Program in Athens. 

      The Mediterranean suffers from many acute environmental problems, most tied to the region's large and growing population. The cradle of Western civilization, the living sea has taken a beating since Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East industrialized. 

      Half the region's wastewater is dumped into the sea untreated, triggering algae blooms that suffocate marine animals by consuming oxygen dissolved in the seawater. Much of the Middle East's oil is shipped across the Mediterranean and 600,000 tons a year is spilled into the sea, mostly from the illegal cleaning of ships' tanks. Many commercial fish species are declining because of overfishing and the loss of underwater habitat. 

      To make matters worse, large stretches of seafloor have been smothered by a bizarre mutant seaweed from the tropical Pacific. When first found outside a Monaco aquarium in 1984, caulerpa taxifolia covered a few square feet and was considered a scientific curiosity. But the seaweed spreads by cloning - a new plant grows quickly from the tiniest fragment of an old one, allowing it to spread from harbor to harbor on boat anchors and fishing gear. 

      Today the caulerpa covers more than 50 square miles of the Mediterranean seafloor in a thick green carpet that's smothered native bottom habitat from Tunisia to Croatia. It's toxic to most marine life, and was recently discovered growing in lagoons in southern California. 

      "For the Mediterranean Sea it is too late. It can never be eradicated," says Alexandre Meinesz, professor of  biology at the University of Nice at Sophia Antipolis in France, who first alerted the scientific community to the seaweed's threat. "All of the [near-shore] areas of the Mediterranean will be more or less invaded by this species." 

      But environmentalists see the spread of coastal development as an even more serious threat.  

      "As more and more of the coastline is covered in concrete, you have more flooding and worse water pollution in the adjacent sea," says Michael Scoullos, an environmental chemist at the University of Athens who heads a coalition of Mediterranean environmental groups. If resorts aren't planned well - and many are not - then more tourists means more pollution, he adds. 

      Tourism is a major industry in much of the Mediterranean, providing jobs and income for islands and remote coastal areas with limited alternatives. But poorly planned tourism developments can do economic harm as well. 

      "Basically, tourists are looking for clean beaches, nice landscapes, and pleasant sea bottoms," says Paolo Lombardi, director of the World Wide Fund for Nature's Rome-based Mediterranean program. 

      "If you overexploit an area, the well-heeled tourists go away and you start getting package tours, with less and less income generated," Mr. Lombardi says, noting that the majority of the money spent by the average package tourist never leaves northern Europe, winding up in the hands of travel agents and foreign resort owners. 

      The view from many of Corfu's eyesore high-rise hotels hints at what the island must have looked like a century ago. 

      Albania's mountainous coastline is visible across a few miles of water, its sloping shores still covered in trees.  While Corfu thumps to the rhythms of its many discos, the Albanian shore is quiet. A narrow road links a few simple farming villages with Saranda, a sleepy, dilapidated town with big tourism aspirations. 

      "You can see there's not as much happening as in Corfu," Saranda tour guide Vasil Barka says wistfully as tourists gawk at one of the countless dome-shaped bunkers built by Albania's communist regime. "But we have big plans for the future." 

      In places like Saranda, sustainable environment and sustainable tourism could go hand in hand, but it requires careful planning, says Mr. Chabason of UNEP. Most new development will take place in poorer countries like Albania, Tunisia, and Turkey. Those locales don't have the money and expertise to identify and protect ecologically important areas like wetlands or seabird nesting sites, or to put effective zoning laws in place. 

      International cooperation, he argues, is essential to protecting what's left of the coast and the marine life that depends on it. But that's not so easy. 

      Since 1975, the 20 countries of the region have been working together to reduce oil spills and build new wastewater-treatment plants through UNEP's Mediterranean Action Program. In the past 10 years, the proportion of the region's wastewater that's treated has increased from a third to a half, and oil spills are less frequent. 

      But cooperation tends to stop at the water's edge. "Unfortunately, when it comes to coastal development, there are no regional protocols, conventions, and agreements. It's considered a national issue," Chabason says. "In most countries, the tourism industry is very powerful and there's very little [the international community] can do."    

______________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring Central Asia Unit

Supplied by BBC Worldwide Monitoring

October 9, 2002, Wednesday

UN predicts "death" of Aral Sea by 2020

    Text of report by Kazakh Commercial TV on 9 October

    The UN has determined the precise date of the Aral Sea's eventual death - 2020. United Nations Environment Programme experts said that the fate of the Aral Sea, which is drying up, was already known.  The lake currently occupies only 25 per cent of its former gleaming surface and none of the projects on saving it will be able to crucially improve the situation. The UN thinks that Kazakhstan should stop spending money on the restoration of the Aral Sea and should spend it on evacuating people from the area of ecological disaster.

    According to the Environment Programme experts' forecasts, wind scatters up to 300,000 tonnes of salt and sand daily as received in a radius of 500 km and is affecting wildlife.

    Video shows ships in a desert 

______________________________________________________________________

BBC

Letting the sea protect the  land

 The waves rush in: Natural flood defences are cheaper (Image:

               Environment Agency)

             By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

An imaginative attempt to protect coastal land against flooding has begun in eastern England. 

               It allows the sea to flood low-lying land, creating saltmarsh which forms a barrier against the force of the tides. 

The marsh attracts birds and other creatures, besides protecting the coast more cheaply than artificial defences. 

               Record numbers of avocets have already nested on the marsh, the first to breed there for a century. 

               The scheme, the largest of its kind in the UK, covers a eight km (five  mile) stretch of the coast of Lincolnshire, near the town of Boston. 

               Three 50 metre breaches have been cut in the outer sea bank, letting salt water from the Wash encroach on 78 hectares (193 acres) of farmland. 

               Double benefit 

               The saltmarsh that has begun to form will absorb the waves' energy and improve the  protection given by a newly-strengthened embankment further inland. 

This form of flood protection, working with natural forces instead of trying to control them, is now known as managed realignment (it was formerly called managed retreat). 

Chris Allwork, the project manager, said:  "We've been able to construct a more reliable sea bank further back. 

"We're creating saltmarsh which is being lost at a frightening rate, and we're helping to  maintain the Wash's importance for global biodiversity by providing a habitat for birds    such as the redshank, and a range of plants and insects." 

The scheme involves the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), the Environment Agency, English Nature, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds  (RSPB), and North Sea Camp prison. 

               Prisoners' monument 

The land being flooded was bought by the RSPB from the prison to form part of a new reserve. 

Most of the earth banks in the area, including the one that has been deliberately breached, were built  by prisoners from North Sea Camp, and were known as borstal banks. 

Disgraced peer Jeffrey Archer was until recently serving his sentence for perjury at the prison, but was  not involved in the flood protection scheme. 

Grahame Madge of the RSPB told BBC News Online: "We welcome this - it's fantastic for               conservation. 

               Bargain breaches 

"But you have to realise that the saltmarsh being created here will only replace what's  being lost to rising sea levels around the UK coast this year. 

"We hope the government will identify other areas where we can introduce managed  realignment. 

"The economics are startling. The cost of building a sea wall is 10 times less if you have a saltmarsh in front of it than if it has to face straight on to the incoming tide." 

The Environment Agency says saltmarsh is now one of the UK's rarest habitats, with only  44,500ha (110,000 acres) left across the country.
__________________________________________________________________________

ENS

European Commission Launches Cleaner Seas Strategy 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, October 10, 2002 (ENS) - The European Commission   has unveiled the outline of a wide ranging European Union marine environment protection strategy in a communication addressed to governments and the European Parliament. It promised for 2004 a full "thematic strategy," as demanded by the bloc's new Sixth Environmental Action Programme. 

While a large number of measures have been taken to protect the marine environment, the Commission says, they have been taken largely sector-by-sector so that there exists no overall, integrated marine policy. The  future thematic strategy is intended to fill this gap. 

The overall goals are integrated policy making, and management in line with  an ecosystem based approach resting on the precautionary principle. 

Bluefin tuna caught in the  Mediterranean Sea by a purse seiner.                                                      (Photo by M. Deflorio courtesy NOAA)

Within a framework of promoting sustainable use of seas and conserving marine  ecosystems, the Commission  proposes to halt biodiversity decline by 2010 and reverse                                                    declines in fish stocks. 

All contamination of the  marine environment by hazardous and radioactive substances should be ended, in line with existing goals of the Ospar Convention on Protection of the Northeast Atlantic. 

Human induced eutrophication should be eliminated by 2010. Eutrophication, or nutrient pollution, is the process by which humans add excessive amounts  of phosphorus, nitrogen, and carbon to waterways that empty into the sea.  Runoff from agricultural fields, urban lawns, and golf courses, and untreated, or partially treated, domestic sewage are major sources of excessive nutrients. 

Marine litter should be eliminated by 2010, and the overall environmental impacts of shipping reduced through development of a "clean ship" concept.  The Commission proposes to end oil pollution from ships and offshore installations by 2020. 

Actions proposed to meet these objectives include development by 2005 of a new marine species and habitats protection program, to be integrated into a law known as the EU Habitats Directive. 

The objectives of the Water Framework Directive are to be integrated into EU  policies on chemicals and pesticides to begin moving towards the Ospar hazardous substances goal. 

Anti-eutrophication measures are to include a comprehensive assessment of the state of marine eutrophication in 2006 and research to support cuts in ship  emissions of nitrogen oxides. 

By 2004 the Commission will review issues relating to nuclear fuel reprocessing plants, and determine any need for EU action. 

The English Channel and  Cornwall coast of England (Photo by Ian Britton courtesy                      Freefoto)

Other proposed actions include revision of the  EU bathing waters law,  new proposals in 2006 on maximum contaminant levels in  farmed fish and shellfish, and better surveillance by 2004 of illegal oil discharges. 

An interservice Commission group is to be set up to maintain momentum towards more integrated policy making. 

On Wednesday, the Commission proposed a series of ambitious measures designed to ensure the sustainability of fisheries in the Mediterranean. 

In a "global and coherent" approach, the new measures include declaration of fisheries protection zones, management of fishing effort as the main  instrument, and improvement fishing techniques so as to reduce adverse  impact on fish populations and the marine environment. 

International cooperation and scientific advice will be emphasized, control and              enforcement will be strengthened, and there will be an effort to increase the  involvement of the fishing industry in the consultation process. 

"The traditional economic and social importance of fishing in the  Mediterranean has so far not really been mirrored in the Common Fisheries Policy," said Fisheries Commissioner Franz Fischler. "But, we are now proposing concrete measures that take into account the very specific features and needs of the Mediterranean." 

  Baltic Sea (Photo credit  unknown)

In a related development, the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency has                                                        called for the EU to give higher priority to the marine environment. The                                                 recommendation is part of an analysis of issues  that Sweden should focus on at European                                                          level to achieve its 15 national environmental quality objectives. 

Lars-Erik Liljelund, director-general of the agency, said, "The Baltic Sea is already classified as a particularly sensitive marine area in relation to certain pollutants, but the Baltic also needs stringent regulations governing shipping.  Another current issue Sweden is ursuing is the ecological sustainability of fisheries in the Baltic," he said. 

Liljelund pointed out that all countries bordering the Baltic Sea, except Russia, will probably belong to the European Union following its forthcoming enlargement. 

______________________________________________________________________

NY Times

October 8, 2002

For the Ozone Layer, a New Look

Is the ozone layer healing? Satellite observation of the hole that developed over Antarctica in the mid-1980's shows that it has split in two and  has shrunk considerably since last year, making it the smallest it has been since 1988.

But federal scientists say the condition is most likely temporary and probably has nothing to do with the international ban on chemicals that deplete the ozone layer, which shields the planet from harmful solar radiation.

The hole, actually a broad area of low ozone concentrations caused by chlorofluorocarbons and other synthetic compounds that destroy ozone, forms in September and October. At its peak this year, it covered six million square miles, down from an average of nine million over the last six

years.

But this is probably because of an unusual confluence of events, said scientists at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., in particular, warm temperatures around the edges of the vortex of high-altitude winds at the pole. In late September, stratospheric turbulence split the ozone gap into two lobes, a condition not seen since satellite observations of the atmosphere began in the early 1970's.

Still, the outlook is favorable. With long-lived ozone-destroying chemicals banned under the Montreal Protocol of 1987, the hole should shrink and disappear by 2050 or so, scientists say.

__________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Over 11,000 plants and animals face extinction

  GENEVA - Some 11,170 plant and animal species face extinction, including a European lynx which could become the first wild cat species to have disappeared for thousands of years, a major conservation group said. 

  The Swiss-based World Conservation Union (IUCN) also sounded the alarm about the saiga, a nomadic antelope of Central Asia whose population has dropped by more than 90 percent in just 10 years due to poaching. 

  The IUCN's "Red List of Threatened Species" says Indonesia, India, Brazil and China are home to the most threatened mammals and birds, while plant species are declining rapidly in South and Central America, Central and West Africa, and Southeast Asia. 

  Some 124 species, mainly plants, have joined the threatened list since it was last issued in September 2000. At the same time, two species believed extinct have been "rediscovered". 

  They are the Lord Howe Island stick insect, which was previously thought to have disappeared from the Australian island in 1920, and the Bavarian pine vole, the IUCN said. 

  The population of Iberian lynx, which numbered 1,200 in the early 1990s, has dropped to less than half in the wake of efforts to control rabbits, its main prey, in Spain and Portugal. 

  "There are fewer than 20 Iberian lynx in Portugal, it is really on its way out there and will be very soon in Spain," Peter Jackson, of the IUCN's cat specialist group, told Reuters. 

  The IUCN said that although several sub species of wild cat, including a number of tigers, have disappeared, the Iberian lynx would be the first full species to die out since humans began keeping any kind of record more than 2,000 years ago. 

  Habitats with the highest number of threatened mammals and birds are lowland and mountain tropical rainforest. Freshwater habitats are also extremely vulnerable with many threatened fish, reptile, amphibian and invertebrate species. 

  The IUCN's information comes from a network of 7,000 experts and data from partner groups including BirdLife International. 
__________________________________________________________________________

NY Times

October 8, 2002

Environmentalists Identify New Menace: Discarded Cellphones

By ANAHAD O'CONNOR

     s the nation's fondness for cellphones grows, the environmental effects do, too.

     According to industry figures, cellphone use in the United States has surged, to more than 128 million subscribers last year from 340,000 in 1985. Typically, each phone is used for 18 months before being dropped for a newer model.

That is starting to add up to a huge amount of waste, says Inform, an environmental organization that issued a report this year on old phones. The Environmental Protection Agency helped finance the study. 

By 2005, the report estimates, 130 million cellphones will be thrown out each year. Counting the phones, batteries and chargers, that comes to 65,000 tons a year, the report said. Although some phones may just stay unused in desk drawers, the report said, most will end up in landfills or being incinerated. 

"This is becoming a very serious problem, because the amount of cellphone waste is growing tremendously," said Eric Most, director of the solid waste prevention program at Inform. "These chemicals accumulate and persist in the environment. They get in the plants, soil, water, and then move up the stream to humans." 

The threat of cellphone waste is not restricted to the United States. More than a billion cellphones are used worldwide, and Japan and several European countries have started pressuring manufacturers to eliminate toxic chemicals. 

Researchers at Inform say companies can act to eliminate waste by creating take-back programs that offer discounts on new phones or phone service in exchange for returned equipment.

"If producers have to take back their cellphones, they have an incentive to make products that generate less waste and are easier to recycle," said Bette K. Fishbein, an economist who was lead author of the study. "Australia has a nationwide take-back program, and Europe is about to mandate that companies take back their electronics. The same should be done in the U.S."

Some companies, including Verizon and Sprint, do have take-back programs, but the main industry group, the Cellular Telecommunications and Internet Association, opposes mandatory programs. Rather than requiring manufacturers to dispose of old phones, the industry prefers programs in which old phones are turned over to charities or resold in less developed countries, said Travis Larson, a spokesman for the group. 

Some states have taken small steps to promote reusing cellphones. A government-financed program in Maryland collects used cellphones that are recycled or reprogrammed and given to the elderly so they can call 911 in an emergency.

"Recovery of cellphones is occurring on a much larger scale in other countries, often with the cooperation of manufacturers and retailers," the Environmental Protection Agency said in a statement in August. "E.P.A. is interested in working to encourage similar  developments in the United States."

The agency is working with Inform on a follow-up study to examine the effectiveness of reusing and recycling cellphones. 

In the meantime, Ms. Fishbein said, American manufacturers should limit waste by standardizing design elements so consumers have fewer reasons to buy new phones. 

Although manufacturers are working to reduce their use of toxic materials, they oppose a mandated technical standard, Mr. Larson said. 

"If we had had a government standard in the beginning," he said, "we'd still all be speaking on analog phones. And that means no e-mail, no text messaging, no Caller ID. Competition equals innovation in this case."

__________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Australia to create biggest marine reserve
               The islands have never been exploited Australia is to create the world's largest marine reserve. 

The Heard Island and McDonald Islands Marine Reserve  - 4,000 kilometres (2,485 miles) off the south-west coast - will be twice the size of Switzerland and will protect one of the world's most unspoilt environments from exploitation. 

A number of important species live in the freezing Antarctic waters, including the endangered southern elephant seal and the sub-Antarctic fur seal. 

The conservation group World Wide Fund for Nature says it plans to nominate the Australian Government for the Gifts to the Earth Award - its highest recognition for               conservation. 

               BBC science writer Corinne  Podger says that no foreign species have yet               been introduced to the two islands and no commercial  fishing is carried out there.

               The region was put on the  World Heritage List five years ago but the Australian               Government's move to make it a fully protected national park will officially ban fishing, as well as oil and  mineral exploitation. 

               Even scientific research will be limited. 

               Climate monitored 

               Australia's Environment Minister, David Kemp, said dozens of species of plants, birds and mammals would be protected. 

               "The declaration would preserve for science, and for nature, a very large area of one of the most pristine environments left on Earth," he said. 

               Mr Kemp said the reserve would also allow researchers to monitor the effects of climate change and pollution. 

               A group of the world's leading marine scientists has previously called for 20% of the world's oceans to be turned into protected marine reserves to save large numbers of fish and other species from the threat of extinction. 

               The size of the new park at 6.5 million hectares (16 million acres) surpasses Australian's Macquarie Island reserve at 5.8 million  hectares (14.3 million acres) about

               1,500 km (930 miles) off Australia's  south-east tip. 

               Heard Island has Australia's only active volcano, Big Ben, which is also the country'stallest mountain, rising 2,745 metres (9,006 ft) above snow and glacial ice. The

               island is home to vast numbers of penguins and seals. 

               McDonald Island has such a steep coastline that only two successful landings have been made by boat since  it was discovered more than a century ago. 

               Mr Kemp described the islands as "the wildest place on Earth - a smoking volcano under a burden of snow and glacial ice rising above the world's stormiest waters". 

               Two species of the albatross will be protected in the new reserve. 

               The seas contain soft corals, glass sponges, giant barnacles and endangered species including the  Patagonian toothfish, also known as Chilean sea bass, which is prized in restaurants in Japan, North America and Europe. 

               The Australian Government estimates that poachers harvest more than 2,200 tonnes of the fish each month from southern waters.         

______________________________________________________________________

BBC (Asia)

UN population head's war  warning

               African Aids patient: Funding loss imperils UNFPA work

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               The head of the United Nations Population Fund  (UNFPA), Dr Thoraya Obaid, says war on Iraq would be catastrophic. 

               She said a recent warning that a conflict would "open the gates of hell" was absolutely right. 

               Dr Obaid said the only way to fight terrorism was to tackle the causes of injustice. She said the US decision to withhold  funding from UNFPA would worsen the HIV/Aids crisis. 

               Dr Obaid was speaking in a BBC News Online interview after taking  part in a two-day meeting in Canterbury, UK, of the World Faiths Development Dialogue (WFDD). 

               The meeting, chaired by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, and the World Bank president, James Wolfensohn, involved participants from many religions, including  Muslims, Jews, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Hindus and Bahais. 

               Hope to the hopeless 

               Dr Obaid, UNFPA's executive director, was born in Baghdad, but is a Saudi citizen. 

               She told BBC News Online: "Amr Moussa, the head of the Arab League, said last month that war against Iraq would 'open the gates of hell'   in the Middle East, with instability across the region. 

               "He was right. Nobody wants war, and I pray that this one will be averted, because if it breaks out it will destroy people, lives and futures. 

               "To fight terrorism you have to fight the root causes of injustice -  poverty, disease,

               joblessness. Nobody can live without hope. 

               "If by 2015 we can realise the Millennium  Development Goals, which aim to halve global poverty, then we'll be turning our faces against injustice." 

               Punished by association 

               Earlier this year the US announced that it was withholding $34m in funding for UNFPA, because, it claimed, the agency was helping China to enforce a one-child policy and encouraging abortions among Chinese women. 

               Dr Obaid told BBC News Online: "That's 12% of our total funding. It really is a crisis for us. 

               "We have nothing to do with abortion at all. So our other programmes are now

               going to suffer because of an issue we don't even touch. 

               "What the US decision will do is increase maternal mortality and worsen the HIV/Aids crisis. 

               "We're still hoping to find a way around it, and we're talking to the State Department in Washington. But so far we haven't succeeded." 

               Crossing the faith boundaries 

               Dr Obaid said the Canterbury meeting had been "a very harmonious and elevating experience. I felt both spiritually and intellectually elevated  by it." 

               She said: "In many communities, 50-60% of health and education services are provided by  faith-based organisations, so there's great  potential there. 

               "Life-and-death issues sometimes force change  upon you - look at what the Christian churches are doing in Africa about HIV/Aids." 

               The Canterbury agenda devoted one session to discussing how to tackle HIV/Aids, which the agenda described as "the critical development challenge in today's world". 

_________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 11, 2002

Governments, Scientists Seek Alternative to GM Technologies

The Daily News (Harare): AS most of Southern Africa comes to terms with hunger and food produced through the controversial genetically modified (GM), technology, governments and scientists are frantically trying to introduce alternative technologies to produce non-GM food. Southern Africa has been gripped by drought but the only food available is produced through GM technology, condemned by African scientists for allegedly causing allergic reactions in human beings, if consumed. Scientists say if Africa uses technologies such as tissue culture, farmers could diversify Africa's food base and produce drought-tolerant crops such as cassava , sorghum, millet and sweet potatoes. Instead of relying on maize, which fails in times of drought, tissue culture explores opportunities for producing millions of seedlings of sweet potatoes and cassava.

But most of the technologies African countries want to introduce to counter genetic engineering are still in the laboratory. The challenge is to take the technologies to the starving nations.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210100753.html
Tunisia hosts meeting on ecological control in Africa 

Tunis, Tunisia (PANA) - A meeting is underway in Tunis to discuss the launch of an African network on ecological surveillance, cartography of natural resources, remote sensing and early warning systems. The three-day workshop, is examining, among other things, the contents of an African plan of action for national and regional desertification control programmes, sources indicated.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023079&dte=09/10/2002
Animals, wildlife among casualties of political of chaos in Zimbabwe 

ASSOCIATED PRESS-NYABIRA, Zimbabwe — Bonnie, a golden Labrador, wagged her tail playfully for the last time Monday before she died.  She is one of 600 dogs that once guarded now-abandoned white-owned farms being put down by veterinarians in a blitz of euthanasia.  The dogs, along with hundreds of domestic pets, horses, swans and even goldfish, are innocent victims in Zimbabwe's political unrest, animal welfare workers say.  ''People have suffered in this, but the animals have no mouth to speak, no ability to make other plans, they are the silent victims of the tragedy,'' said Meryll Harrison, head of the independent Zimbabwe National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. About 440 others will also die, abandoned by the security company that owned them when it collapsed a week ago.  ''I cannot think of anywhere else in the world where 600 dogs have to be put down because all we can provide them with is a dignified death,'' Harrison said. 

http://famulus.msnbc.com/FamulusIntl/ap10-07-114611.asp?reg=AFRICA
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues

Years of floods may follow Australian drought – study
Reuters, Oct 9, 2002  - AUSTRALIA: October 9, 2002 - SYDNEY - As if the current record-busting drought in Australia were not enough, farmers may have to prepare for extreme and recurring flooding over the next 25 years or so, according to new research on longer-term weather patterns.
Stuart Franks of Newcastle University said yesterday that a study of El Nino and La Nina cycles found Australia goes through periods of up to 30 years of benign weather, followed by a quarter of a century of severe drought and floods.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18105/story.htm 

11,000 species face extinction 
South China Morning Post, Oct 9, 2002 - Humans to blame for massive rise in number of plants and animals dying out, scientists confirm
The nomadic saiga antelope could soon be taking its last leap, the wild Bactrian camel its last drink and the Ethiopian water mouse its last dip. All are on the brink of extinction. 
The freshwater gastropod mollusc has already made its goodbyes over the past two years, joining the long-departed dodo among the ranks of vanished creatures. 
There are 11,167 other plants and animals threatened with extinction, according to the World Conservation Union's 2002 Red List of Threatened Species, an increase of 121 since 2000. 
… As in 2000, Indonesia, India, Brazil and China are among countries with the most threatened mammals and birds, while plant species are declining rapidly in South and Central America, Central and West Africa and Southeast Asia. 
http://world.scmp.com/worldnews/ZZZAD5R807D.html 

Farmers to get clean energy
China Daily, October 10, 2002  - In an attempt to further cut the use of wood and fossil fuels, a project to build more mini-hydropower plants is being boosted. 
The plan is aimed at encouraging millions of farmers across China to use the environmentally friendly energy and hopefully further reduce the damage to forests and the eco-system. 
http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/news/2002-10-10/88902.html 


Australia Maps Out World's Largest Marine Reserve 
CANBERRA (Reuters) By Belinda Goldsmith -  Australia plans to create the world's largest fully protected marine reserve, announcing on Wednesday it had mapped out a giant park free of fishing and exploitation in its remote, sub-Antarctic waters. 
The government said the new 16 million acre reserve would be created around the rugged Heard Island and McDonald Islands group, 2,790 miles southwest of the mainland and 620 miles north of Antarctica. 
The Australian territory of Heard and McDonald islands is the only sub-Antarctic island group with an intact ecosystem that has not been tainted by foreign species introduced directly by man. 
"The declaration would preserve for science, and for nature, a very large area of one of the most pristine environments left on earth," Environment Minister David Kemp said in a statement, finalizing two years of work to tighten up protection of the area. 
http://www.reuters.co.uk/newsArticle.jhtml?type=searchNews&storyID=1552491 

______________________________________________________________________
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General environment news

Greenpeace Asks Locals to Get Their Hands Dirty (By Alexandra Kocho-Schellenberg Special to The Moscow Times)
8 October

In connection with Greenpeace International's Toxics Campaign, the Moscow office has taken on the formidable task of introducing recycling and separated waste management to Russia... In addition to its full-time staffers, Greenpeace has 100 to 150 volunteers in Moscow, who do everything from assisting with the office work to organizing their own actions…Most of the volunteers are Russian -- however, foreigners are also welcome -- and can work on projects from fundraising to tree planting. Some of the volunteers also go on to join the office staff.
Another way for people to get involved is through a series of ecological camps, jokingly referred to as the Green Pioneers. The largest in country is the International Ecological Camp at Lake Baikal, run with the assistance of the Dutch and German Greenpeace branches. 

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/stories/2002/10/08/016.html
GREEN GROUP ALLEGES COMPANIES' CLIMATE REPORTING VIOLATES SEC LAWS

Oct 07, 2002 (Octane Week/PBI Media via COMTEX) -- An environmental group is claiming companies are hiding climate change- related risks from their investors in violation of Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) disclosure rules.

Friends of the Earth (FoE) surveyed the 2001 annual SEC filings of business sectors likely to be impacted by climate change -- including auto and oil companies -- and found while at least one company in each sector disclosed climate risks to its shareholders, most of them did not.

http://quotes.freerealtime.com/dl/frt/N?art=C2002100700280u4906&SA=Latest%20News
Gov't Concerned About Wanton Destruction of Mountains – Minister

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra), 8 October: The Deputy Minister for Environment and Science, Hon. Mrs. Anna Nyamekye, has said that government is concerned about the persistent destruction of mountains, hilly areas and wanton degradation of the environment.

It is regrettable our mountains and hilly areas have over the years been threatened by human activities and practices such as intensive cultivation along the steep slopes, application of inappropriate mechanization, over grazing, indiscriminate logging, bush fires and human settlements," she lamented 

Mrs. Nyamekye made this observation last Friday at the International Year of Mountains grand durbar at Akropong-Akuapem in the Eastern region, organized by the Ghana Wildlife Society (GWS), and other agencies, under the theme "Mountains, People and Livelihoods, Using Mountains Wisely."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210080466.html
Brussels, 9 October 

Une odeur de soufre plane dans le paysage énergétique belge. Depuis le lancement de la campagne de pub relative au gaz naturel mi-septembre – une flamme bleue douce comme un rayon de soleil qui réchauffe les abribus -, le secteur du mazout s'est enflammé et crie au scandale face à ce qu'il considère comme une concurrence déloyale et une publicité audiovisuelle

mensongère.

http://www.lesoir.be/articles/a%5F02fffa.asp
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP or UN in the News

Climate change costs $150 bln a year: report

LONDON (Reuters) 8 October-- More frequent and more devastating storms caused by climate change could cost $150 billion a year within the next ten years, possibly bankrupting financial services firms, a United Nations-backed report warned this week. Written on behalf of the UN Environment Program's (UNEP) finance initiative, the report said financial institutions could deliver market solutions to climate change, through carbon emissions trading and lower insurance premiums for cleaner companies. 

http://www.cnn.com/2002/TECH/science/10/08/global.warming.cost.reut/index.html
General environment news

State Duma deputies propose to declare 2003 to be the Year of Protected Natural Areas.

9 October 2002, Priroda Online
A group of State Duma Deputies-members of the State Duma Committee on Ecology have elaborated a draft appeal to the President of RF Vladimir Putin. They suggest that 2003 is declared the Year of Protected Natural Areas. According to the information provided by the State Duma press-service, the draft resolution of the State Duma points out that work on maintaining environmental safety and biosphere conservation should be a priority issue for the State environmental policy in 2003.

Experts debate ailing Caspian Sea

Baku, 9 October: Ecologists from Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Iran have joined their Azeri colleagues in the capital, Baku, this week to discuss environmental problems in the Caspian Sea. Among the concerns are the growing levels of pesticides detected in the water, particularly off the coasts of Azerbaijan and Iran

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2314303.stm
Eco-Friendly Practices Make Winners of 10 EU Firms 

BUDAPEST, Hungary, October 9, 2002 (ENS) - This year's winners of the European Business Award for the Environment were rewarded for sustainable development efforts ranging from a new boiling system for brewing beer to an environmentally sound traffic light. In all, 10 European based companies were given the award as commendation by the European Union (EU) for their efforts to integrate sustainable development into their business practices. The Management Award for Sustainable Development recognizes a company that has the environmental, economic and social aspects of sustainability clearly integrated into the overall mission and all the policies of the organization. This year's winners were UK based B&Q, Spanish company Coato, and ST-Microelectronics Ltd. of Malta. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/oct2002/2002-10-09-10.asp
WWF/Adena, Coca-Cola y el Ministerio de Medio Ambiente lanzan un portal en internet para salvar al lince.
Madrid, 8 oct (EFE).- El Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, WWF/Adena y Coca Cola han abierto ayer un portal en Internet (WWW.Salvalince.com), para captar fondos y evitar la desaparición del lince ibérico, la especie de felino más amenazado del Planeta, de la que sólo quedan unos 200 ejemplares en España. 

www.efe.es
One in Three Primates Worldwide in Danger of Extinction 
WASHINGTON 10 October.-- A third of the world's monkeys, lemurs and other primates -- a total of some 195 species and subspecies -- are in danger of extinction, according to a report released by conservation international. 

The number of species threatened by mining, poaching, deforestation, forest fires or war soared nearly 63 percent over the past two years, according to the group's report, "the world's top 25 most endangered primates," stemming from the 19th International Primatological Society Congress in Beijing.

http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=10/10/02&Cat=7&Num=3
Over 11,000 plants and animals face extinction 

GENEVA – 10 October. Some 11,170 plant and animal species face extinction, including a European lynx which could become the first wild cat species to have disappeared for thousands of years, IUCN said. The IUCN's "Red List of Threatened Species" says Indonesia, India, Brazil and China are home to the most threatened mammals and birds, while plant species are declining rapidly in South and Central America, Central and West Africa, and Southeast Asia.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18119/story.htm
Poisoned Finnish foxes die in thousands

9 October - Up to 60,000 foxes raised for their furs in Finland have been killed in the largest animal food poisoning case in the country. The authorities have not ruled out intentional poisoning, as tainted feed killed foxes in more than 60 farms. The poisoning occurred in the western Ostrobothnia region, the heart of the farming industry in the world's largest fox pelt producer.  Animal rights activists frequently attack farms by releasing foxes and minks. However, officials say their main suspicion concerns poorly-stored fodder ingredients - which may have developed botulin, a toxin that can cause food poisoning. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2314025.stm
INSIDE TRACK: River pollution check simplified 

FT, London, 10 October. Monitoring pollution in rivers is made difficult by the fact that organic matter is naturally dissolved in all the waterways, coming from the soil as well as from organic pollutants. A new technique developed at the University of Newcastle in the UK could help scientists to tell natural from man-made sources.

The technique measures natural fluorescence in the water. The Newcastle scientists found that they could correctly classify 70 per cent of the organic matter as coming from the small tributaries they studied, by the "fingerprint" of the pattern of fluorescence.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021010000603&query=pollution&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
AGRICULTURE
[image: image1.png]


 Gaucho : le Conseil d'Etat donne trois mois au ministère de l'Agriculture  

Paris, 9 oct. C'est Hervé Gaymard, le minister de l’agriculture,  qui décidera d'interdire ou pas l'insecticide de Bayer mis en cause dans la mort des abeilles. 



L'incroyable feuilleton du Gaucho, cet insecticide à base d'imidaclopride, se poursuit. Le Conseil d'Etat vient de rendre son avis sur le recours introduit, il y a un an, par l'Union nationale des apiculteurs de France (Unaf) demandant son interdiction sur le maïs et les semences de betteraves.
http://www.lesechos.fr/ch/agro/jour/200011173.htm
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Arctic Life Threatened by Toxic Chemicals, Groups Say, National Geographic News, 8/10:  There's something seriously wrong in the Great White North, from polar bears birthing fewer cubs, to seals swimming in seas carrying high levels of mercury and cadmium in their body fat.  The reason, according to a new study from the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program (AMAP) and World Wildlife Fund, is that the Arctic has become a repository for some of the world's most toxic chemicals, and at higher concentrations than previously thought.  Steps are being taken to address the problem. In 2001, UNEP identified the most dangerous pollutants and initiated global negotiations, a move that created the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, an international treaty to ban these chemicals.   (See http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/10/1008_021008_arctic.html)

US NEWS

U.S. feels safe from any trade threats over Kyoto, Reuters, 9/10:  The top U.S. negotiator on climate change, Harlan Watson, said on Wednesday the United States may face future trade disputes because of its rejection of the Kyoto pact, but such challenges were unlikely to succeed.  He said he doubted any country could successfully use trade rules to challenge the U.S. position on global warming, but said someone might try.  He said he was even less concerned by legal challenges already launched such as by Tuvalu against the United States, which emits around one quarter of the world's man-made ``greenhouse gases'' which are blamed by some scientists for blocking heat in the atmosphere.  Watson will represent the United States at the next global climate change negotiations in New Delhi later this month.

At Loggerheads Over Forest Plan, Washington Post, 9/10:  President Bush's proposal to speed up selective logging in national forests to prevent wildfires has divided Democratic lawmakers and alienated some of them from their longtime environmental base.  Yesterday, leading environmental groups, including the Natural Resources Defense Council, Friends of the Earth, the Wilderness Society, the National Environmental Trust and the American Lands Alliance, denounced several Western Democrats for trying to work out a compromise deal with Republicans.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A63352-2002Oct8.html)

More effort needed on water access, says U.S. Treasury Secretary O'Neill, Reuters, 9/10:  U.S. Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill repeated the need for international development efforts to focus on access to clean water in developing nations, going so far as to suggest picking a single country as a test case of what could be done.  O'Neill has often been critical of the mainstream international development community for being overly bureaucratic and slow in their efforts, and he acknowledged his proposal "will bring the experienced people in the development business out of their chairs."   (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10092002/reu_48643.asp)

EPA official defends Bush's proposed cuts in wastewater, sewage cleanup program, AP, 9/10:  The Bush administration's chief enforcer of the three-decade-old Clean Water Act concedes its goal of making all rivers and lakes safe for swimming and fishing has fallen in priority to combating terrorism and righting the economy.  Congress has been spending $1.35 billion a year for those projects for the past five years. Republicans and Democrats in both the House and Senate have introduced legislation to increase the outlay to $4 billion a year, citing an EPA report last week that about 45 percent of the nation's waterways are too polluted for fishing or swimming.  Leaders are also calling for a focus on more controls on nonpoint pollution, such as runoff from farms and lawns.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10092002/ap_48647.asp)
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA

10 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

U.N. sees stock market risk in natural disasters, Business Insurance News (Chicago), 7/10:  Natural disasters driven by climate change could have a disastrous impact on world stock markets and financial centers, and the financial services industry should provide more mechanisms for hedging such risks and should better factor those exposures into pricing, a United Nations report contends. The report, produced by members of the UNEP Finance Initiatives, warns that annual losses from natural catastrophes could approach $150 billion in the next 10 years if current trends continue.  (See http://www.businessinsurance.com/cgi-bin/news.pl?newsId=1454)

Climate Change Costing Billions, Oil Daily, 10/10:  Economic losses caused by climate change-driven natural disasters could cost the world's financial centers $150 billion per year within the next 10 years, according to a UN- backed report.  Written by the UNEP finance initiative, the report urges action to decrease the emission of greenhouse gases, particularly carbon.  The report comes up with several recommendations. Priority is given to delivering market solutions for climate change through carbon emissions trading and lowering insurance premiums for cleaner companies. It says the annual market in trading greenhouse gases could be worth as much as $2 trillion by 2012. The market for clean energy could stand at $1.9 trillion by 2020, according to some estimates. Meanwhile, governments are urged to adopt a clear commitment to long-term global plans to keep greenhouse gases at safe levels.

Popularity burdens world's favorite coastline, Christian Science Monitor, 10/10:  Corfu was one of the first Greek islands to embrace mass tourism in the 1960s, now tourists from around the globe are loving the Mediterranean to death. The sea attracts over 200 million tourists a year, nearly one-third of the world's total tourist flow, up from 58 million in 1970. While that's an economic boon for many coastal communities, it's also turning into an environmental nightmare.  "If we follow this trend, there will be no natural spaces left by the end of the century. The whole coast will be urbanized," says Lucien Chabason, coordinator of UNEP’s Mediterranean Action Program in Athens.  While Corfu thumps to the rhythms of its many discos, the nearby Albanian shore is quiet, but it has big tourism aspirations.  In places like Albania, sustainable environment and sustainable tourism could go hand in hand, but it requires careful planning, says Mr. Chabason.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1010/p15s01-sten.html)

Wangari Maathai’s movement is built on the power of trees, E/The Environmental Magazine, 10/10:  A profile of Kenyan environmental activist Wangari Maathai.  Making the link between environmental degradation and jobs, Maathai’s Greenbelt Movement buys seedlings from indigenous cultivators — mainly women — and promotes food security. In Kenya, Maathai has run afoul of local authorities.  She says government corruption is a major cause of deforestation and pollution — regardless of what laws may be on the books. The Green Belt Movement threatens entrenched power, she said, "because it empowers women, and women are very much the center of what we do."  (See http://www.enn.com/news/enn-stories/2002/10/10102002/s_47832.asp)

US NEWS

White House Joins Fight Against Electric Cars, NY Times, 10/10:  The Bush administration went to court today to support the automobile industry's effort to eliminate requirements in California that auto manufacturers sell electric cars.  Under California clean air rules, 10 percent of the vehicles sold in the 2003 to 2008 model years must be electric or "zero-emission vehicles." But the state, recognizing that the car companies were not ready to meet that goal, offered to let them sell hybrid vehicles, which run on gasoline and electricity, to satisfy part of the requirement.  Still, the industry wants to avoid having quotas at all and was not satisfied with that relaxation of the rules. It sued the state, arguing that the hybrid provision violated federal law.

White House makes offer on toxic chemical dispute, Associated Press, 10/10:  The White House left open the possibility Wednesday it would consider adding chemicals at some time in the future to a list of a dozen toxic substances being phased out worldwide under the Stockholm Convention for Persistent Organic Pollutants, a treaty signed last year and hailed by the Bush administration as a major environmental breakthrough.  It would take several years for the treaty to take effect, though production and use of nine of the 12 chemicals would be banned once it did. The use of DDT to combat malaria according to World Health Organization guidelines would be allowed to continue in about 25 countries until safer means were developed.  (See http://www.enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10102002/ap_48665.asp)
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Lebanon successful operation for pumping al-Wazzani water

Lebanon yesterday carried out a successful operation for pumping al-Wazzani river waters to al-Teibah basin. The chairman of southern Lebanon council Qabalan Qabalan said in a radio statement "the experience to bring the water was made successfully. We can say we have completed the first phase of mechanical works on al-Wazzani and things proceeded as scheduled," and that October 16 will be the date for official inauguration to bring the water and that an official celebration will be held then, to be attended by high ranking officials. Qabalan denied press reports which talked about American mediation and pressure to delay the pumping process, or to bargain the amounts of water that Lebanon will use.

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/021010/2002101013.html
WHO alarmed at health situation in Palestine

Abu Dhabi The World Health Organisation voiced alarm yesterday at the deteriorating health situation in Palestine, and blamed Israel's repressive measures for the problem.

In a report on the health conditions in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, the Geneva-based organisation said a large number of Palestinian children were suffering from malnutrition, under weight and anaemia.

http://www.gulfnews.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=65252
Focus on managing soil resources

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) launched a programme to train its staff and members of other organisations on the assessment and management of soil resources. The training programme, was held at the ERWDA headquarters.

"The aim of the programme was to enhance the knowledge and awareness of agriculturists, natural resource managers and planners, soil laboratory managers and university students. Also, training national manpower was a priority in this programme," a statement from the ERWDA said.

http://www.gulfnews.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=65235
__________________________________________________________________________________
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10 October 2002

WATER CRISIS
Sharon: Israel will not give up al-Wazzani river waters

The Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon has stated that contacts are being made concerning the problem of al-Wazzani river waters with Lebanon and that Israel, as will not give up the water of al-Wazzani river. The Israeli radio said that the American water affairs expert who arrived in Lebanon on Tuesday proposed to the Lebanese an American formula to solve this question: The Lebanese project to be carried out under direct American supervision. 

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/021009/2002100906.html
UN / Iraq
UN rules for Iraq inspections
New York - Preparing for entry into Iraq, UN inspectors put down in writing on Tuesday how they expected Baghdad to facilitate "immediate, unconditional and unrestricted" access to suspected weapons sites. 

http://www.arabworldnews.com/
Kuwait

US soldiers killed, wounded in attack in Kuwaiti Filka island

During American preparations campaign against Iraq in Kuwait, one American soldier was killed and another one wounded in an attack launched by two armed Kuwaitis said to be that they are linked to al-Qaida organization and were trained in Afghanistan. The incident took place during the maneuvers currently carried out in the Kuwaiti Filka island and it was followed by arrests that targeted 30 persons and the withdrawal of the US marines from the Island. http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/021009/2002100912.html
_________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Venezuela

           The Secretary-General is concerned about the possibility of renewed violence in Venezuela.  He appeals to the people of Venezuela to act with patience and moderation, and seek solutions to their differences based on the principles of democracy and the rule of law.  In this regard, he supports the efforts of the international community to facilitate a dialogue.

           **Secretary-General's Travel to Asia

           We had a question yesterday about travel. Yes, the Secretary-General will be leaving this weekend for official visits to China, Mongolia, and five Central Asian republics. 

           He will be in China from the 13th to the 16th of this month, Mongolia from the 16th to the 17th, Kazakhstan from the 17th to the 18th, Uzbekistan from the 18th to the 20th, Kyrgyzstan from the 20th to the 21st, Tajikistan from the 21st to the 22nd, and Turkmenistan from the 22nd to the 23rd. 

           He'll be back in New York on the 24th, exhausted.

           **Secretary-General's trip to MIT

           Meanwhile, today the Secretary-General will be travelling a shorter distance, this time to Cambridge, Massachusetts, starting late this afternoon.  He'll address the fiftieth anniversary celebration of the Sloan School of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and those of you familiar with his bio will know that that is his alma mater, or one of them, and he'll return to New York before noon tomorrow, and we hope to have the speech embargoed later today.

           **Middle East

           On the Middle East, in a statement issued in Jerusalem today, Terje Roëd-Larsen, the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, strongly condemned the suicide bombing attack that took place near Tel Aviv this morning, which killed an elderly woman and injured more than a dozen other people.

           He expressed his condolences to the victims’ families and reiterated that such repugnant terror attacks arelegally and morally indefensible and completely counter-productive to peace efforts.

           Mr. Roëd-Larsen called on both parties to adhere immediately to Security Council resolution 1435 (2002),which calls for the complete cessation of all acts of violence, and he also asked both parties to show restraint.

           **Lebanon

           We also had a question yesterday about Lebanon, and I can confirm that the Secretary-General did receive from the Foreign Minister of Lebanon yesterday a letter accompanying a government position paper on the Hazbani River project.

           We are currently studying the 60-page paper, but continue to support United States-led efforts to mediate the water dispute between Lebanon and Israel.

           **Milosevic on Trial

           The judges of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today asked the court’s registrar,Hans Holthuis, to revoke the appointment of Dutch lawyer Michail Wladimiroff (VLAD-ih-meer-off) to serve as an “amicus curiae,” or friend of the court, to former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic.

           Judge Richard May ruled that comments made by Mr. Wladimiroff raised questions about his appropriatenessfor the job, including comments that indicated he had formed a view of the case that was unfavourable to the accused. The statements taken as a whole would give rise to “a reasonable perception of bias on the part of the amicus curiae”, according to the ruling by Judge May.

           Mr. Milosevic has been representing himself at the trial, which began in February, but he continues to have two lawyers who were appointed by the Tribunal as friends of the court, who are on hand to ensure that he receives a fair trial.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is meeting in closed consultations today on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the United Nations Mission of Observers in Prevlaka. 

           Also on the agenda is the Security Council’s planned mission to Kosovo.

           At 3:30 p.m., the Security Council has a scheduled meeting with troop-contributing countries to the United Nations mission in Prevlaka.

           **International Court of Justice

           Right now in The Hague, Judge Gilbert Guillaume of the International Court of Justice is reading the Court’s judgment in the case concerning the land and maritime boundary between Cameroon and Nigeria.

           Once that decision is read out, the Court will put out the text of the judgment, and we will also issue that text from here.

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General, in a letter to the Security Council, has recommended an extension of the mandate of the United Nations Mission of Peace-building Support Office in Liberia (UNOL) by one year until the end of 2003.

           **Secretary-General's report on Timor-Leste

           The Secretary-General’s report on Timor-Leste is out on the racks today.  The report, entitled “Assistance for humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and development in East Timor”, outlines developments from July 2001 to May 2002,in the repatriation of refugees and reconciliation process.

           It concludes that raising the economic and social status of the poor will be a major challenge as more than 40 per cent of East Timor-Leste are still living in absolute poverty and almost two of three adults are unable to read or

     write.

           **Eritrea

           Kenzo Oshima, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, wrapped up his three-day mission to Eritrea today.  Mr. Oshima visited Eritrea at the request of the Secretary-General to observe, firsthand, the severe drought affecting the country and to report back.  We have a press release wrapping up his visit.

           **Economic Outlook

           Yesterday evening, the Global Economic Outlook produced by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs was formally issued, and it says that although the world economy has been recovering gradually from last year’s sharp economic slowdown, the strength and breadth of the upturn has not been satisfactory.

           The peak of the economic recovery is now expected to be delayed by several months, arriving in the middle of 2003 rather than in the second half of this year.  Also, the report warns, a number of uncertainties draw into question whether the recovery can be sustained.

           During the past six months, according to the report, several adverse factors have come to the fore, including rising geopolitical tensions, the effect of corporate scandals in major industrialized countries, particularly in the United States, and the worsening fiscal problems in Latin America.

           **HIV/AIDS

           The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) today issued revised figures on the cost of the response to HIV/AIDS.  The revised figures estimate that prevention, care and support programmes in low- and middle-income countries would cost $10.5 billion by 2005. The new estimates also project that financial resources will need to increase significantly and that by 2007, $15 billion a year will be needed to fight the disease.

           I have a press release on that.

           **Opium Report

           The annual Opium Poppy Survey, produced by the Office of Drug Control and Crime Prevention, will come out tomorrow in Rome at 3 p.m. their time –- that’s 9 a.m. here in New York –- and the head of the Office, Antonio Maria Costa, will comment on the report’s findings.

           We'll make copies of the survey to you as well as the text of Mr. Costa’s comments under a strict embargo later today, once we receive it.

           **Photography Exhibit

           An exhibit called “Family of Woman” will be opened this afternoon by the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, in the Visitors’ Lobby.  The photographic exhibit was mounted by the United States Committee for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) as part of their public education campaign.  The event, which will also be     addressed by UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Obaid, begins at 6:00 and you're all invited.

           **Budget Payments

           Two more Member States paid their 2002 regular budget contributions in full.  Kyrgyzstan made a payment of more than $11,000 and Lithuania more than $188,000, and there are now 107 Member States paid in full.

           **Signings

           Greece will become the forty-fifth country to sign the protocol on firearms supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime.  WORLD CHRONICLE DPI asked me to tell you that World Chronicle Programme #865, featuring Mary Robinson, the former High Commissioner for Human Rights, will be aired at 3:30 today on in-house television Channels 3 and 31.

           **Health Information Centre

           I don't see Richard Roth here, but he was asking about a blood-pressure machine on the 4th floor yesterday. It's not a blood pressure machine, but a health information centre that does a lot more than check your blood pressure. It was donated by the CSI Health Net Corporation.  It's worth about $12,000.

           It was put on the 4th floor because we thought it was a quiet area, and as for its relationship to smoking, I've been told that the Secretariat building is a no-smoking area and anyone found smoking will be shot.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question: What is the Secretary-General's purpose in going to China, what's on his agenda and who is he meeting with?

           Spokesman: We'll give you a few more details.  It's pretty much the annual visit that he makes to the permanent members of the Security Council.  It's not linked to any specific current event, and it usually involves meetings with all the principal leaders of the country.  We'll try to get some details to you by the end of the afternoon.

           Question: The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry says it expects United Nations inspectors to go to Kiev this weekend, as well as United States and British inspectors. Do you know anything about that?

           Spokesman: No, I'll have to look into it for you.  [He later said that the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission had said this was outside their mandate.]

           Question: Has the Secretary-General been playing any role in the negotiations that have gone on among the permanent five members over the resolution on Iraq?

           Spokesman: No, not actively.  He sees it as in their court right now.  He's talking with permanent representatives from all 15 occasionally, just to keep current with developments.  But he doesn't see it as his role to intervene or mediate in any way.  It's their show.

           Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           The First Committee debate today again continues on all disarmament and international security items, and the Third Committee of the General Assembly continues discussion on the advancement of women and

     implementation of the outcome of the Fourth World Conference on Women, and the twenty third special session of the General Assembly, entitled, "Women 2000:  Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the twenty first Century".

           This afternoon, the Third Committee will also take action on draft resolutions concerning crime prevention and criminal justice and international drug control.

           Also this afternoon, the Sixth Committee (Legal) will discuss the report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the strengthening of the role of the Organization.

           Tomorrow, the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) will begin discussion of the general item 74, "Effects of Atomic Radiation".

           A heads-up for Monday the 14th and Tuesday the 15th of next week, when the plenary will take up the reports of the Security Council and the question of equitable representation and increase in the Council membership and related matters in the joint debate.

           Question: Is there any movement toward calling for a General Assembly debate on Iraq?

           Spokesman: I would refer you to what Fred just said. It's in the Security Council.

                                              * *** *
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Under-Secretary General for Disarmament Affairs

           Our Guest today will be Jayantha Dhanapala, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, and he’ll be here to launch the UN Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education.  He’ll be joined by Miguel Marin Bosch, Chairman of the Group of Governmental Experts which produced the Study.

           **Iraq

           Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General wrote to the President of the Security Council, informing the Council of a letter from Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission, and Mohammed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, to Iraqi Presidential Adviser Amir Al-Saadi, who met with those two men in Vienna last week.

           We have been informed by UNMOVIC that the letter from Blix and ElBaradei lists all the conclusions reached at Vienna, including agreement on immediate, unconditional and unrestricted access to sites in Iraq, including what

     had been termed “sensitive sites” in the past.

           **Middle East

           Today, a UN inter-agency technical assessment mission, led by Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator Ross Mountain, arrived in Jerusalem to deal with the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the occupied Palestinian

     territories.

           The mission will spend the next ten days in Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza, and will produce a humanitarian plan of action for the occupied territories. It will also follow up on the other recommendations made by the Secretary-General’s Personal Humanitarian Envoy, Catherine Bertini, after her mission to the region in mid-August.

           The technical assessment mission includes senior staff from the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East (UNSCO) and other key operational agencies. 

           **Afghan Fighting

           The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) informed us just now that the fighting centred in Keshende in northern Afghanistan stopped at 4:00 a.m. today.

           The Security Commission, comprised of the key factions in northern Afghanistan and an UNAMArepresentative, went to the area after learning that fighting broke out again Monday between Jumbesh, led by General Abdul Rashid Dostum, and Jamiat, led by General Ustad Atta Mohammad.

           The Security Commission has now returned to Mazar and is in regular contact with the region.  

           **Afghanistan

           The Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Asma Jahangir, will go on mission to Afghanistan from 13 to 23 October. 

           The visit, which comes at the request of the Special Rapporteur, will include Kabul and a number of other cities and towns, where she will meet with Government officials, international agencies and UN representatives.

           She will prepare a report on the visit for the upcoming session of the Commission on Human Rights, which starts in March 2003.

           **Security Council

           There are no consultations or meetings of the Security Council as a whole today.

           The working group on peacekeeping operations is scheduled to meet at 3:00 p.m.

           On the Security Council agenda tomorrow are consultations on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Mission of Observers in Prevlaka.

           **Kosovo

           Milan Ivanovic, a Kosovo Serb doctor who has been sought by UN police in connection with an April riot in Mitrovica in which UN police officers were injured, has turned himself in to the UN Mission in Kosovo’s court in that city.

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, welcomed Ivanovic’s surrender to the court, saying, “I have always said this was the only proper way open to him.  The investigating judge will now  decide on further steps to be taken in this case”.

           **Ethiopia-Eritrea

           The Secretary-General has announced his intention to appoint Maj. Gen. Robert Gordon of the United Kingdom as the new Force Commander for the UN mission in Ethiopia-Eritrea.

           Maj. Gen. Gordon replaces Maj. Gen. Patrick Cammaert, whose two-year tour of duty will end on 31 October.

           We have the announcement containing his biography upstairs in my office.

           Also, on Eritrea, United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Kenzo Oshima saw first-hand areas hit by drought and relief operations at an internally displaced camp in that country today.  Mr. Oshima has already visited Sudan and Ethiopia on his current mission to Africa.

           **International Day for Disaster Reduction

           The theme for this year’s International Day for Disaster Reduction, being marked today, is “Disaster reduction for sustainable mountain development” and is linked to the International Year of Mountains being observed this year.

           In his message the Secretary-General says that mountain communities are particularly vulnerable to the threat of natural disasters as they are exposed to high rain and snowfalls and the landslides and avalanches that result from them.  He goes on to say that prevention must be the priority in implementing the International Strategy for Disaster

     Reduction and making communities and nations more resilient.

           The full text of the message has been issued as a press release.

           **Drugs

           The Secretary-General, in a message to the eighth international meeting of the Rainbow International Association against Drugs, which began in Rimini, Italy, today, says that, to find lasting solutions to dealing with drug abuse, “we need to build partnerships that extend beyond professionals and experts to the people who are directly or indirectly affected by the drug problem, including and especially youth”.  He praises the work of non-governmental groups like Rainbow International and says the United Nations supports its mission to give people alternatives to     drugs.

           We have copies of that message upstairs.

           **Yoko Ono

           I’m told that, today, Yoko Ono will host a reception at 6:00 p.m. in the Delegates Dining Room, and will offergrants to two artists -– one Palestinian and one Israeli –- in her own “Middle East Humanitarian Arts Initiative”.  The Secretary-General will stop by at that reception to greet and congratulate Ms. Ono. 

           **Macalaster

           We also have available upstairs copies of remarks, embargoed until 7:00 p.m. this evening, that the Secretary-General will give at a dinner with the trustees and friends of his old alma mater, Minnesota’s Macalaster College, where, he will say, he found “an open door to the culture of this country”.

           **Budget

           Today we received a check for the regular budget for more than $46 million from the United States after

     Congress agreed to the reprogramming of payments for the United Nations regular budget.

           We also have news from the United States Mission to the UN that President Bush, on Monday 30 September, signed into law an appropriations bill implementing the third and final stage of the Helms-Biden legislation providing for the repayment of United States arrears to the United Nations.  We also have news that Congress has agreed that the funds can be paid in 15 days from the day that the President signed the legislation, instead of the usual 30 days.

           The Secretary-General has sent a letter to Secretary of State Colin Powell thanking the administration for supporting the legislation and he will also be writing to the chairs of the relevant Congressional Committees.

           **Third Floor Security

           Finally, as you know, new security measures are about to be put in place on the 3rd floor.

           All of the media's concerns regarding access, we believe, have been taken into account.

           However, the UN Chief of Security, Mike McCann, would like to walk you through the new procedures and take any questions you might have.

           He proposes to meet you today at 1:00 p.m. on the third floor, just outside the 3rd floor entrance to the Security Council.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Can we know the subject of the Secretary-General’s meeting with Hans Blix this morning?  Was it to turn over this letter?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I don’t have any guidance on that, but I could try to find out for you.  [He later said that Blix had briefed the Secretary-General on his visit to Washington last Friday.]

           Question:  Was this letter a formality?  Or was this something that Mr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei wanted to tell the Council that showed that they want something more stepped-up in terms of their inspections and they’re looking to sway the Council?

           Spokesman:  I’m told by UNMOVIC that Mr. Blix intended to put in writing the understandings reached in Vienna and to provide that to the Council.  That was always his intention.  I believe that in addition some Council  members requested the same thing.  But, as I said, I’m told it was originally his intention to do that.

           Question:  Are you aware of any “Permanent Five” meeting of the Security Council today?

           Spokesman:  No, I’m not.  If it’s for just a small group of members of the Council, we normally don’t announce those informal meetings.

           Question:  A few other questions if I may.

           Spokesman: Fire away.

           Question:  Catholics for Free Choice is urging the United Nations to put more pressure on the Catholic Church regarding priests who are also pedophiles.  Has there been any United Nations response?  They presented something to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva with a report.

           Spokesman:  I had heard or seen press reports of that but I don’t have any official reaction at this time.

           Question:  Lebanon says they are going to be sending a report regarding the water dispute with Israel. Lebanon says it’s only going to be up to the United Nations to settle this issue.  Is the United Nations tapped out on this?

           Spokesman: I don’t have up-to-date guidance on that.  The last thing I said was that we were aware that the United States had sent water experts to try to mediate the dispute and that we were supporting those efforts.  I’m not aware that Lebanon has officially contacted us to get involved, but I’ll have to double check for you.

           Question:  One more?

           Spokesman:  It’s your show.

           Question:  With all due respect and you’ve been great on this.  I would like to know who is the genius or UN official who has placed (and this is in house) a blood pressure reading machine device on the fourth floor right next to where there is heavy smoking, one of the leading causes of hypertension in the world?  And I know I speak for other

     people who will confront me when I come out of this meeting saying "thank you for asking UN staffers" and things likethat.  Can we really find out how this decision was made?

           Spokesman:  I’ll ask for you Richard.

           Question:  There was discussion about the amount of money that the United States was to be paying.  I don’t remember exactly.  Can you tell us if the final amount is the correct amount?  Is it a subject of discussion?

           Spokesman:  My understanding is that the Helms-Biden legislation identified about a half a billion dollars that it considered contested arrears, and with the exception of that half billion dollars authorized payment of all the rest, in  tranches subject to conditions.  And that the conditions on the third tranche are now considered to have been met. 

     So, I think there’s a built-in arrears of $500 million.  And interestingly, this legislation that was signed into law a week     ago Monday does encourage and reauthorize what they call the re-synchronization of US payment.  The US now appropriates on the first of October funds that were due the previous January.  And it’s been that way since the early days of the first Reagan administration.  So the US has programmed itself to be late every year.  And there’s now and  encouragement in this legislation to appropriate the previous year.  So the money appropriated as of 1 October, which is the beginning of the US fiscal year, would be for bills that would come due the following January.  So it would be possible for the US to be on time.  So that would help too because as of 30 January those unpaid dues that will eventually come in sometime after October count as arrears, and compound the problem.  I hope that’s not too complicated for you.

           Question:  Why did the Secretary-General have to congratulate Mr. Powell?

           Spokesman:  This arrears problem has been around since the early 1980s and has been getting worse and worse.  And it became crippling.  And the United States Congress became seized of the matter with the intention to come up with a formula for payment.  It’s not 100 per cent, but it’s a substantial improvement over how it was and the

     Secretary-General is grateful that we’ve made this progress.

           Question:  I don’t think it’s ready to be confirmed at least publicly is the Secretary-General’s trip.  Is there anything new on his plans to depart?

           Spokesman:  We have no travel plans to announce.

           Question:  Is there any comment from the United Nations at this time about the half billion dollars that Helms-Biden does not authorize?

           Spokesman:  No, all of that is ancient history as far as we’re concerned.  To my knowledge, it remains on the books because it was contested in the view of the US Congress.  It was not contested in the view of the General Assembly.

           Okay, we’ll go to Richard and then Mr. Dhanapala.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           In his message today on the International Day for Disaster Reduction, General Assembly President Kavan said that the international community had a big responsibility in the process of disaster reduction through assistingdeveloping countries in capacity-building.  And he knew the urgent need for collaboration amongst Member States of the United Nations to address the issue of major environmental threats like major global climate change.

           However, President Kavan goes on to say that there are also positive signs.  He says, “As I have personallyseen during the floods in my country, there are several, very visible examples of cooperation in the field of post-disaster help and mitigation throughout the international community.  This gives me hope concerning future coordinated global efforts to decrease human, environmental, economic and social losses from disasters".  This message was issued as a press release today.

           The First Committee today continued general debate on all disarmament and international security agenda items. 

           The Special Political and Decolonization Committee was expected to take action on the draft resolution from Chile on international cooperation and peaceful uses of outer space.

           The Third Committee today started consideration of women’s issues, which included consideration of the report of the Secretary-General, “Working towards the Elimination of Crimes against Women Committed in the Name of Honour”.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I’d like to ask Mr. Dhanapala to come forward with Miguel Marin

     Bosch.

_________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *
Iraq


9 October –United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has conveyed to the Security Council a letter reflecting the outcome of talks held last week in Vienna between senior UN weapons inspectors and officials from Baghdad.


Writing to the President of the Security Council, Mr. Annan transmitted the text of a letter from Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohammed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), to Iraqi Presidential Advisor Amir Al-Saadi.

All three participated in the Vienna talks, which were held on 30 September and 1 October to hammer out practical arrangements for the return to Iraq of UN weapons inspectors, who have been unable to operate in the country since December, 1998.

“We have been informed by UNMOVIC that the letter from Blix and ElBaradei lists all the conclusions reached at Vienna, including agreement on immediate, unconditional and unrestricted access to sites in Iraq, including what had been termed ‘sensitive sites’ in the past,” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said.


The document is expected to be made public in the coming days, according to UN officials. 

* * *

Middle East


9 October – Aiming to respond to the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the occupied Palestinian territories, a United Nations technical assessment mission, comprised of experts from a range of fields, arrived in Jerusalem today.

Members of the team, led by UN Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator Ross Mountain, will spend the next 10 days in Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza before producing a humanitarian plan of action for the occupied territories.

The mission will also follow up on recommendations made by the Secretary-General’s Personal Humanitarian Envoy, Catherine Bertini, who visited the region in mid-August. 

The technical assessment mission includes senior staff from the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO) and other key operational agencies. 

* * *

Afghanistan: security situation

9 October – Factional fighting centred in northern Afghanistan has ended early this morning, according to the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), which participated in talks to help bring about the ceasefire.

A Security Commission – comprised of representatives of key factions in Northern Afghanistan and a UNAMA official – went to Keshende after learning that fighting broke out again on Monday between Jumbesh, led by Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum, and Jamiat, led by Gen. Ustad Atta Mohammad.

According to a UN spokesman, the Security Commission removed six commanders – three from each side – from their posts. Although it has since returned to Mazar-i-Sharif, the Security Commission is in regular contact with the region.

Five military personnel were reportedly killed and two civilians injured during the clashes.

* * *

Afghanistan

9 October – A United Nations human rights expert is set to undertake a fact-finding mission later this month to look into extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions in Afghanistan, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights announced today.

Asma Jahangir, a Special Rapporteur of the Geneva-based UN Commission on Human Rights, is scheduled to begin her 10-day visit on 13 October in Kabul. During the mission, Ms. Jahangir is slated to meet with Government officials and UN representatives. She is also expected to visit a number of cities and towns, where she will meet with local authorities, international agencies and others concerned.

“I will endeavour to meet all relevant parties and interlocutors in order to make a balanced and independent assessment,” said Ms. Jahangir, who is expected to prepare a report on her visit for the next session of the Commission in March.

The mission, which came at Ms. Jahangir’s request, was agreed to by the Government of Afghanistan and supported by the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

* * * 

World economics

9 October – International economists are predicting an “anaemic” growth rate in gross world product for 2002, with hard-hit Latin America suffering an overall decline for the year, according to a global forecast released today at the United Nations.

The Global Economic Outlook predicts that the world economy will grow only 1.7 per cent in 2002, and less than 3 per cent next year. The gross domestic product (GDP) of Latin America is expected to decline by 0.9 per cent for the year, according to the report, published under Project LINK, a co-operative, non-governmental international research activity jointly coordinated by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the University of Toronto.

The recovery process is not only more sluggish than previously anticipated but also subject to additional uncertainties, including the impact of heightening geopolitical tensions in the Middle East, a decline in equity prices, especially in the United States, and general agreement that the longer US external deficits continue, the greater the risk of an abrupt correction and a shock to the world economy.

Meanwhile, the latest debt crisis in Argentina underlines the risks that may arise from financial fragility and debt overhang within nations. “The spill over effects of the Argentine crisis have, over time, been more significant than was originally expected,” the report states.

While monetary- and fiscal-policy stimuli, resilient consumer spending and inventory restocking continue to support the recovery, tepid business capital spending and increasingly lower equity prices continue to drag down global economic growth, according to the report.

The current LINK baseline outlook shows that the US economy will continue to lead the global recovery, but not with much momentum. Economic recovery in Japan and Western Europe continues to rely chiefly on external demand.

* * *
Disarmament

9 October – Aiming to revitalize and update past efforts to promote disarmament education, the United Nations today released a major study urging action on the issue by a wide range of players on the international scene, from global groups to religious leaders.

“There has never been a greater need for education in the areas of disarmament and non-proliferation, especially with regard to weapons of mass destruction, but also in the field of small arms and international terrorism,” states the report, which was prepared by a Group of Governmental Experts appointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan. “The disarmament and non-proliferation education challenge is substantial and requires both immediate and sustained practical efforts by national governments, international organizations and civil society.”


The report contains 34 recommendations for action by all of these groups, ranging from the creation of education modules, resource guides and online programmes, to the establishment of peace museums and peace parks.


The Chairman of the Expert Group, Mexico’s Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Miguel Marín Bosch, told reporters today that the study would serve to heighten the UN’s coordinating role in promoting disarmament education, and would prompt governments to designate focal points to galvanize the input of all players.


Illustrating the importance of bringing this type of education to the grass-roots, he said, “Just think of what a seven- or eight-year old knows about the environment, or a 15- or 20-year old – it’s miles and miles away from what he knows or she knows on disarmament and nuclear weapons and small arms.” The study’s recommendations aim to reverse this trend, he added.

* * *

Kosovo

9 October – The United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) today confirmed that a senior Kosovo Serb official wanted in connection with a riot in April has surrendered to the Mission.

Milan Ivanovic, Chairman of the Serb National Council for Northern Kosovo, turned himself in to the UNMIK Court this morning in Mitrovica, the Mission said.

Speaking from Montpelerin, Switzerland, UNMIK chief Michael Steiner welcomed the news and said that Mr. Ivanovic’s putting himself at the disposition of the legitimate UNMIK court was the “only proper way.”

Mr. Ivanovic had been declared wanted in July for his alleged involvement in a violent demonstration in Mitrovica, during which hand grenades and sniper attacks were used. Twenty-two police officers were wounded in the melee.

* * * 

ICTY

9 October – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today rejected a defence motion seeking the release of an alleged Bosnian Serb prison camp commander and a dismissal of the indictment against him.

Dragan Nikolić, charged with eight counts of crimes against humanity, claimed he was illegally arrested and abducted from the territory of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) on 20 April 2000 by unknown individuals who then transferred him to the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, where he was arrested and detained by NATO troops (SFOR) and handed over to the Tribunal.

In delivering its decision, the trial chamber hearing Mr. Nikolić’s case observed that it could not be concluded that SFOR and the Prosecution were involved in the alleged illegal arrest and abduction, and that the conduct by the unknown individuals in the FRY could not be attributed to SFOR or to the Prosecution.

The court concluded that the way in which Mr. Nikolić was brought to the Tribunal did not amount to a violation of the territorial sovereignty of the FRY, his human rights or due process of law.

The Tribunal also said Mr. Nikolić was not subjected to treatment that was of “such very serious nature” that it could amount to a legal obstacle to the exercise of jurisdiction by the Tribunal and that there had been no violation of the fundamental principle of due process.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

9 October – A senior military officer from the United Kingdom has been named as the next commander of United Nations peacekeeping forces in Ethiopia and Eritrea.

In a letter to the President of the UN Security Council, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says it is his intention to appoint Maj.-Gen. Robert Gordon to replace Maj.-Gen. Patrick C. Cammaert of the Netherlands as the Force Commander of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) when the latter’s tour of duty ends of 31 October.

In October 1994, General Gordon assumed command of UN troops in South West Bosnia as well as British forces in the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Afterwards, he held various commands in the British military, the latest as head of the Army in the North of England and Scotland.

In making his announcement, the Secretary-General voiced particular appreciation to Maj-Gen. Cammaert, “who has served as UNMEE’s Force Commander with distinction for the past two years.” 

Meanwhile, in Eritrea, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Kenzo Oshima, continued his four-nation tour of Africa today, seeing firsthand areas hit by drought and observing relief operations at camp for internally displaced persons.

Mr. Oshima has already visited Sudan and Ethiopia during his current 12-day mission.

* * *

Disaster reduction

9 October – Mountain communities, exposed to high rain and snowfalls as well as the landslides and avalanches that often result from them, are particularly vulnerable to the threat of natural disasters, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message today to mark the International Day for Disaster Reduction.

The theme for this year’s Day is “Disaster reduction for sustainable mountain development,” and is linked to the International Year of Mountains being observed in 2002.

In his message, the Secretary-General noted that poverty has forced people to build homes on hazard-prone slopes, and demographic pressures have pushed them to settle at the feet of volcanoes and in other seismically active areas.

“Poor land-use planning, environmental mismanagement, the lack of regulatory mechanisms and other human activities increase the risk that a disaster will occur, and worsen their effects when they do,” the Secretary-General warned.

He urged the international community to respond to the challenge of keeping these communities out of harm’s way, saying that prevention must the priority in implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.

“Early warning and risk reduction measures are helping to reduce significantly the number of people who lose their lives to disaster,” he said. “New planning and forecasting tools are helping to mitigate the devastation wrought regularly by floods.”

Echoing that theme, the President of the General Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, stressed that “the international community has a big responsibility in the process of disaster reduction through assisting the developing countries in capacity building” and that UN Member States needed to collaborate on major environmental threats like global climate change.

At the same time, Mr. Kavan noted several positive signs. “As I have personally seen during the floods in my country, there are several very visible examples of cooperation in the field of post-disaster help and mitigation throughout the international community,” he said. “This gives me hope concerning future coordinated global efforts to decrease human, environmental, economic and social losses from disasters.”

* * *

Drug control

9 October – Messages calling for the legalization of drugs or dismissing illegal drug use as an unavoidable part of growing up are “insidious” and must be resisted, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

In a message to the Rainbow International Association Against Drugs, which opened today in San Patrignano, Italy, the Secretary General said drug abuse continues to destroy lives and undermine development. At the same time, he pointed to “encouraging” signs that consistent and sustained preventive interventions could solve the serious drug problems faced by many societies.   

Stating that governments could not do the job alone, Mr. Annan called for the establishment of “partnerships that extend beyond professionals and experts to the people who are directly or indirectly affected by the drug problem, including and especially youth.”

He pledged the UN’s support in the effort to give people alternatives to drugs and build strong and caring communities where all can reach their full potential as healthy and productive members of society.

The Secretary General’s message was read on his behalf by Antonio Costa, the Executive Director of the UN Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention.

* * *

US-UN

9 October – The United Nations today received $46 million from the United States as part of a Congressional agreement on the reprogramming of Washington’s payments for the UN regular budget.

On 30 September, US President George W. Bush signed into law an appropriations bill implementing the third and final stage of the “Helms-Biden” legislation providing for the repayment of US arrears to the UN. Congress has agreed that the funds can be paid in 15 days from the day that the President signed the legislation, instead of the usual 30 days.


“Interestingly, this legislation that was signed into law a week ago Monday does encourage and re-authorize what they call the ‘re-synchronization’ of US payments,” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard commented. He recalled that since the early 1980s, Washington has appropriated funds due in January only the following October, “so the US has programmed itself to be late every year.” The new legislation contains encouragement to make it possible for US payments to be made on time.

The Secretary-General, who has sent a letter to US Secretary of State Colin Powell thanking the Administration for supporting the legislation, will also be writing to the chairs of the relevant Congressional committees, the spokesman reported.

The arrears problem eventually “became crippling, and Congress became seized of the matter with the intention to come up with a formula for repayment,” Mr. Eckhard noted. “It’s not 100 per cent, but it’s a substantial improvement over how it was, and the Secretary-General is grateful that we made this progress.”

* * *
Guatemala


9 October – Reacting to the recent repeal of a sentence for the murder of Guatemalan human rights activist Monsignor Juan José Gerardi Conedera, the United Nations has urged that those responsible be brought to justice without delay.


While underscoring the need to respect the constitutional rights of the accused, the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA) issued a statement on Tuesday warning that the repeal could delay the process of shedding light on the crime and punishing those responsible, putting at risk a four-year judicial effort.


Guatemala must meet this historical challenge by reopening the case under conditions that reflect the superiority of justice over any manifestation of power, MINUGUA said in a statement. In the face of possible threats and intimidation, the Mission stressed that the State must not repeat the mistakes of the past and must guarantee the security of all those who participated – or would participate – in the legal proceedings.


Given the seriousness of the crime, MINUGUA voiced hope that the memory of Monsignor Gerardi would be dignified by judging those responsible with the full weight of the law.


Monsignor Gerardi was murdered on 26 April 1998, just two days after making public a report, Guatmala: Nunca Mas, which documented, through testimony of the victims, 36 years of violence during the country’s armed conflict. His case is widely viewed as a test of the country’s ability to reverse the culture of impunity and ensure that justice prevails.

* * *

Telecommunications

9 October – The United Nations telecommunications agency today announced that it will formalize a long-standing partnership with an organization in the United States that provides training for telecommunications and information technology (IT) professionals from the developing world.

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) said it intends to include training courses by the US Telecommunications Training Institute (USTTI) – a non-profit joint venture between the communications and IT industry in the United States and government leaders – in its annual operational capacity-building plan.

ITU, the main UN agency for coordinating the set up and operation of global telecommunication networks and services, has been sponsoring fellows to address the telecommunication training needs of senior-level managerial and technical personnel from developing countries.

“Human resources development is one of the most pressing needs for empowering developing countries and enabling them to join the information society as full partners,” said ITU Secretary-General Yoshio Utsumi, who signed the memorandum of agreement with USTTI in Marrakesh, Morocco, today during the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference.

In March, delegates at the World Telecommunication Development Conference stressed the importance of training and human resource development in telecommunications, approving a four-year programme aimed at strengthening the human, institutional and organizational capacity of developing countries through human resource management and development activities.

The programme will address the human resource development needs of government policy-makers and regulators, as well as senior executives and managers in the industry, by using an appropriate mix of “e-learning,” information technologies and traditional training methodologies.

* * *

World Post Day

9 October – Not only do worldwide mail services deliver nearly 445 billion letters every year, they are also increasingly tied to newer means of communications such as electronic transactions, the head of the United Nations postal agency said today in commemorating World Post Day.

Thomas E. Leavey, Director General of the Universal Postal Union (UPU), noted that the role of postal services today go far beyond the physical delivery of mail. Products ordered over the Internet can be delivered through the postal network, while more posts are also providing Internet services through their own outlets by setting up Internet “cafés” or kiosks in post office lobbies.

“Such initiatives reaffirm the role of the postal service as an important provider of information,” he said.

And while information is now readily available on the Internet, access is still unequally distributed, Mr. Leavey added. “This growing ‘digital divide’ between developed and developing countries, between rich and poor, means that the physical mail network remains indispensable to a very large part of the world’s population,” he said.

World Post Day is celebrated annually to commemorate the founding of the UPU in 1874 in Berne, Switzerland. Postal services throughout the world use the celebrations to introduce new products and services and to organize philatelic exhibitions.

* *** *
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