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· BBC - Wangari Maathai rose to prominence fighting for those most easily marginalised in Africa - poor women.
· Reuters - Kenyan Activist Plants Tree to Mark Nobel Prize
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 Newsweek, New York
A Tree Grows in Kenya

Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai long ago drew links betweens the environment and women’s rights

By Alexandra Polier

Updated: 4:59 p.m. ET Oct. 9, 2004

Oct. 9 - No one was more surprised on Friday to hear from the Norwegian Nobel Committee than Wangari Maathai, Kenya’s assistant minister for the environment. She was holding a meeting with her constituents near Mt. Kenya when she got the news that she had just become the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize for her life-long commitment to the environment, democracy and human rights. Maathai celebrated by planting a tree.

In recognizing Maathai, the Nobel Committee is recognizing that Africa has been ignored for too long, and that the time had come to applaud the invaluable contribution of African women to their societies. Maathai, 64, has been Kenya’s leading environmentalist for almost 30 years. She started the Green Belt Movement—a landmark environmental and human rights organization in Africa that has helped plant an estimated 30 million trees in a country now facing desertification, with only 2 percent forest cover remaining. While researching women’s issues in the 1970s, Maathai found important links to the environment: malnutrition and lack of water, firewood and cash crops.

“I don’t see a distinction between environmentalism and feminism,” she said in an interview at the Fairview Hotel in Nairobi shortly after accepting her award. “It’s difficult for me to differentiate whether I’m campaigning as a woman or just as a human being trying to ensure everyone gets their rights.” Maathai’s plant-a-tree movement was the spark that ignited a feminist movement throughout Africa, giving women a sense of accomplishment and self worth that wasn’t previously part of the culture.

Maathai spent three decades fighting the system, and has now become part of it, using her role as assistant minister to achieve her goals from the inside. She has gone from persona non grata to national hero, and the irony of accepting the award Friday afternoon on the steps of State House next to President Mwai Kibaki was not lost on her. “For so long … just to be in Kenya was a problem [for me],” she said. “Now I am the government, I can influence decisions from the inside. Imagine that!”

Maathai is no stranger to struggle or discrimination and has spent her whole life accomplishing what others told her was impossible. She was the first woman in East and Central Africa to earn a doctorate degree; first obtaining a degree in biological sciences from Mount St. Scholastica College in Atchison, Kans., in 1964. In 1966 she earned a master’s from the University of Pittsburgh, and in 1971 received a Ph.D. from the University of Nairobi, where she taught for 16 years. It was there that she says she first experienced discrimination as a woman. “I started the campaign for human rights when my rights were violated as an academic at the university,” Maathai said. “They were treating me as an inferior because I was a woman and giving me less salary, although I was a very good teacher. The students said so.”

The second time she remembers being treated as a second-class citizen was by her husband, a member of parliament at the time, who divorced her in a highly publicized case in the 1980s because she was “too educated, too strong, too successful, too stubborn and too hard to control,” it was reported. Maathai said the experience left her struggling financially as a single mother of three, and morally, as people began to judge her for having overstepped her place as a woman. It was a rude awakening that prompted her to start fighting back. “I wanted to demonstrate that as a woman you don’t collapse because the world around you collapses. You keep going.”

Maathai did just that, spending the next two decades promoting the Green Belt Movement, which has produced income for 80,000 people in Kenya alone, inspired more than a million Kenyan children to plant trees on school grounds, and has spread to over 30 African countries, the United States and Haiti. Standing up for the environment put her in the line of fire of the most powerful and dangerous men in Kenya but she did not flinch, and through years of persecution, imprisonment and beatings she persevered. “Moi gave us a lot of energy, he made us push harder,” she said, remembering her strongest adversary, former President Daniel arap Moi. “We have made a difference. We have changed the political thinking in this country. We changed the way people think about the environment in this country.” But when it comes to women’s rights, she feels Kenya still has a long way to go. “I don’t think women are treated equally, but we have better laws now then we had then. Today daughters can inherit from their parents, today we have a family court that protects children,and today domestic violence is more and more being looked at as a crime and not as something that must happen in the family.”

This isn’t the first time Maathai has been recognized for her work. Over the years she has received numerous awards, including a listing on the United Nations Environment Program’s Global 500 Hall of Fame. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP, said “Wangari has, through her passion, her intellect and her spiritual and cultural values, become one of the most important torch bearers for the environment, social justice and sustainable development. The Green Belt Movement has been an inspiration for thousands upon thousands of women both rich and poor, especially in Africa and developing countries. Wangari's fight against corruption and its cynical role in environmental degradation has earned her respect across Kenya, Africa and the world.”

On Friday, Maathai said she was overwhelmed. “Maybe after a night of sleep this will sink in,” she said humbly. As for the $1.5 million prize, she said a good amount would go to a foundation for the Green Belt Movement to promote sustainable development, food security, soil and forest protection, and cultural conservation. “I’m sure my children have some ideas as well,” she joked. As for her message to the youth of our world, Maathai encourages them to commit themselves to the common good. And, she suggested, plant a tree.

© 2004 Newsweek, Inc.

URL: http://msnbc.msn.com/id/6213290/site/newsweek/
_________________________________________________________________________________________
IPS

RIGHTS:African Feminist and Enviro Champion Takes Peace Prize

Jim Lobe

WASHINGTON, Oct 8 (IPS) - Human rights and environmental activists are hailing the award of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize to Wangari Maathai of Kenya as fitting recognition of the growing role of civil society in transforming national and international politics, particularly in Africa, over the last several decades.

The 64-year-old Maathai, who has gained a global reputation for courage and integrity in her efforts to save forests and end the autocracy and corruption in Kenya, was informed of the award in her hometown of Nyeri, near Mount Kenya, Friday morning.

She is the first African woman to be awarded the coveted prize since it was created more than 100 years ago.

”The recognition of African women and their contribution to peace and development is long overdue,” said Salih Booker, the executive director of Africa Action, a fusion of several groups that led the anti-apartheid movement in the U.S. during the 1970s and 1980s.

”Wangari really represents a different face of African leadership from the heads of state, the foreign ministers, and the generals -- all men -- that we're used to seeing,” he added. ”She represents the real grassroots movements that have joined environmental concerns with human rights to try to make society and government meet the needs of the people in an ecologically sustainable way.”

Chiefly known for her leadership of the Green Belt Movement -- a campaign to protect and plant millions of trees in Kenya and elsewhere in Africa -- Maathai has worked professionally as a university professor. In December 2002, she was elected to Kenya's parliament and was appointed by Pres. Mwai Kibaki as Deputy Minister for Environment and Natural Resources last year.

The Green Belt Movement has long been seen as a model of grassroots education and mobilisation that has not only planted some 25 million trees throughout Africa, but has also championed biodiversity, soil conservation, and equal rights for women and girls.. She has fought for rural people against mining and other industrial interests that have tried to encroach on their land.

Maathai has also always taught the relationship between the scarcity of natural resources and violent conflict. ”The environment is very important in the aspects of peace when we destroy our resources and our resources become scarce, we fight over that,” she told the BBC Friday.

For her efforts, she was often harassed and persecuted, and sometimes beaten or thrown in jail.

”For the first time in history, the Nobel Committee has recognised the war on Planet Earth by conferring upon her the Nobel Peace Prize,” the international environmental group Greenpeace said Friday. ”Throughout her struggles, she's used the power of non-violence and creative resistance to foil crimes against the planet.”

”In a world in which Cold War warriors like Henry Kissinger can receive the prize, and leaders like Tony Blair and George Bush can be nominated for killing tens of thousands of civilians on false pretences, it's good to see real acts of peace acknowledged,” the Amsterdam-based group said. ”She's our kind of Peace Prize winner.”

”Wangari Maathai is indeed a very distinguished African environmentalist who has made an incredible contribution to improving the environment and society, not only in Africa but in the world as a whole,” said Meena Rama, chair of Friends of the Earth (FoE) International.

”This is a great testimony to the resolute struggles of a great woman,” added Nnimmo Bassey, who heads the Nigeria's FoE chapter.

New York-based Human Rights Watch (HRW) said it was also pleased with the choice.

”She's done more than anyone else to put the environmental issue on the agenda and one of her great strengths was to insist on working from a civil-society base (and) keeping close to the grassroots,” said Michael Clough of HRW's Africa division.

”From a human rights standpoint, that's the most-important contribution she's made in terms of building civil society in Africa,” he added.

The peace prize, which will be formally awarded in Oslo on Dec. 10, International Human Rights Day, provides the recipient with some 1.3 million dollars.

”Some of (the money) will definitely go towards the environmental programmes,” she told reporters in Nyeri. ”I have to make a budget and think about the things I will do -- just like rich people (do).”

Maathai has received a number of international environmental awards over the years, including the Goldman Environment and Sophie Prizes.

The Nairobi-based U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP), which officially recognised her work in 1987, also hailed the Nobel Committee's decision.

”Prof. Wangari Maathai is a leader whose example should inspire us all, especially the women and children of Africa who should so much of Africa's burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation and who do so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future,” said UNEP's director, Klaus Toepfer. ”Prof. Maathai is just such a role model.” ”Wangari herself outlasted (former President) Daniel arap Moi, Kenya's long-time dictator and, in doing so, represents the triumph of civil society leadership over the official leadership in Africa, which has been largely repressive.” (END/2004)
_________________________________________________________________________________________
All Africa

UN Applauds Awarding of Nobel Peace Prize to Kenyan Environmental Activist

UN News Service (New York)

October 8, 2004

Describing her as "Africa's staunchest defender of the environment," the United Nations green agency today hailed the awarding of this year's Nobel Peace Prize to Prof. Wangari Maathai of Kenya.

The first African woman to receive the prize, Professor Maathai has spent decades as "a fearless opponent of the grabbing of public land and the destruction of forests, and a vigorous advocate for democracy and environmental protection," Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said in a statement.

Professor Maathai is Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Minister in her country's Government and has been a lawmaker since December 2002. She also founded the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 20 million trees across Africa.

"Understanding is growing throughout the world of the close links between environmental protection and global security," Mr. Toepfer said, adding that Professor Maathai's "lifelong and passionate fight for the environment" has contributed to sustainable development, democracy and peace.
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Mr. Toepfer also said Professor Maathai is a role model for "us all, especially the women and children of Africa, who shoulder so much of Africa's burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation, and who so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future."

When interviewed for a documentary by UNEP, Professor Maathai said: "I love the trees; I love the colour. To me they represent life and they represent hope. I think it is the green colour. I tell people I think heaven is green."
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Radio Netherlands

This year's Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to Kenyan tree planter and government minister Wangari Maathai.

The 64-year-old ecologist and gender-rights activist is the first African woman to win the prestigious prize.

The Nobel Committee honoured her "contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace".

"I am very delighted and I thank God for everything," Ms Maathai said in a first reaction from Nairobi. "I will carry on with my campaign and I ask Kenyans to join me.

Wangari Maathai founded the Green Belt movement in Kenya in 1977, the largest tree planting project in Africa, aimed at halting one of the continent's most serious environmental problems: deforestation. The project also aims to promote biodiversity and at the same time create jobs and give women a stronger identity in society. Green Belt has planted more than 30 million trees to prevent soil erosion and provide firewood for cooking fires. The programme has been carried out primarily by women in the villages of Kenya, giving them much-needed funds to care for their children.

In jail

For many years, the Nobel Committee has awarded the Peace Prize to people or organizations that have worked either to resolve conflicts by peaceful means or in defence of human rights.

In 2001, on the centenary of the first Nobel prizes, the Committee announced that it would widen the scope of the award. Ms Maathai is the first environmentalist to win the prize.

In an interview with Radio Netherlands, Geir Lundestad, director of the Nobel Institute and secretary of the selection committee dismisses criticism that Ms Maathai´s work has little to do with actual peace.

- click to listen, 3´43

In 1991, Wangari Maathai hit the international headlines when she was jailed for her anti-deforestation activities. An Amnesty International letter-writing campaign helped free her. Two years later, she went into hiding following a public accusation by then President Daniel arap Moi that she was distributing "inflammatory leaflets" in a violence-torn area in western Kenya. Ms Maathai was arrested numerous times for similarly obscure charges of subversion. In 1999, she suffered head injuries when attacked while planting trees in the area that had been destroyed by real estate developers.

A biologist by training, Ms Maathai was the first woman in eastern Africa to receive a doctorate and become a professor. In 1997, she ran for the presidency of Kenya, though the party withdrew her candidacy a few days before the election. She subsequently failed to gain a seat in Parliament.

In government

Ms Maathai's political fortunes changed after President Moi's final term in office. In  2002, she was elected to the Kenyan parliament on the Green party ticket in the first free elections held in the country in decades. In January 2003, she was named Assistant Minister for the Environment.

"Advocating better environmental governance in Africa is the secret to long-term solutions to many problems related to sustainable development," she told the UN Environmental Programme UNEP after her appointment to the government.

      "The people must be empowered. They must be educated and made aware. We must put in their hands the tools and skills to enable them to improve their livelihoods. But this is only one side of the coin. The other side is that development is impossible if the common goods are not protected. They might not have a price tag on them, but the value of natural and environmental resources cannot be determined in dollars and cents. Nurturing the environment must be a priority for African governments, because by doing that we are nurturing development on the long term."

      "Our recent experience in Kenya gives hope to all who have been struggling for a better future. It shows it is possible to bring about positive change, and still do it peacefully. All it takes is courage and perseverance, and a belief that positive change is possible. That is why the slogan for our campaign was "Yote Yaawezekana!" or "It is Possible!"

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Activist Groups Hail Nobel Pick  

by Jim Lobe 

WASHINGTON - Human rights and environmental activists have hailed the award of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize to Wangari Maathai of Kenya as fitting recognition of the growing role of civil society in transforming national and international politics, particularly in Africa, over the last several decades. 

The 64-year-old Maathai, who has gained a global reputation for courage and integrity in her efforts to save forests and end the autocracy and corruption in Kenya, was informed of the award in her hometown of Nyeri, near Mount Kenya, Friday morning. 

She is the first African woman to be awarded the coveted prize since it was created more than 100 years ago. 

"The recognition of African women and their contribution to peace and development is long overdue," said Salih Booker, the executive director of Africa Action, a fusion of several groups that led the anti-apartheid movement in the U.S. during the 1970s and 1980s. 

"Wangari really represents a different face of African leadership from the heads of state, the foreign ministers, and the general -- all men -- that we're used to seeing," he added. "She represents the real grassroots movements that have joined environmental concerns with human rights to try to make society and government meet the needs of the people in an ecologically sustainable way. 

Chiefly known for her leadership of the Green Belt Movement -- a campaign to protect and plant millions of trees in Kenya and elsewhere in Africa -- Maathai has worked professionally as a university professor. In December, 2002, she was elected to Kenya's parliament and was appointed by President Mwai Kibaki as Deputy Minister for Environment and Natural Resources last year. 

The Green Belt Movement has long been seen as a model of grassroots education and mobilization that has not only planted some 25 million trees throughout Africa, but has also championed biodiversity, soil conservation, and equal rights for women and girls. 

She has also fought for rural people against mining and other industrial interests that have tried to encroach on their land. 

She has also always taught the relationship between the scarcity of natural resources and violent conflict. "The environment is very important in the aspects of peace when we destroy our resources and our resources become scarce, we fight over that'', she told the BBC Friday. 

For her efforts, she was often harassed and persecuted, and sometimes beaten or thrown in jail. 

"For the first time in history, the Nobel Committee has recognized the war on Planet Earth by conferring upon her the Nobel Peace Prize," the international environmental group, Greenpeace, said Friday. "Throughout her struggles, she's used the power of non-violence and creative resistance to foil crimes against the planet." 

"In a world in which Cold War warriors like Henry Kissinger can receive the prize, and leaders like Tony Blair and George Bush can be nominated for killing tens of thousands of civilians on false pretences, it's good to see real acts of peace acknowledged," the Amsterdam-based group said. "She's our kind of Peace Prize winner." 

"Wangari Maatha is indeed a very distinguished African environmentalist who has made an incredible contribution to improving the environment and society, not only in Africa but in the world as a whole," said Meena Rama, chair of Friends of the Earth (FoE) International. 

"This is a great testimony to the resolute struggles of a great woman," added Nnimmo Bassey, who heads the Nigeria's FoE chapter. 

New York-based Human Rights Watch (HRW) said it was also pleased with the choice. 

"She's done more than anyone else to put the environmental issue on the agenda and one of her great strengths was to insist on working from a civil-society base (and) keeping close to the grassroots," said Michael Clough of HRW's Africa division. 

"From a human rights standpoint, that's the most-important contribution she's made in terms of building civil society in Africa," he added. 

The peace prize, which will be formally awarded in Oslo December 10, International Human Rights Day, provides the recipient with some US$1.3 million. 

"Some of (the money) will definitely go towards the environmental programs," she told reporters in Nyeri. "I have to make a budget and think about the things I will do -- just like rich people (do)." 

Maathai has received a number of international environmental awards over the years, including the Goldman Environment and Sophie Prizes. 

The Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP), which officially recognized her work in 1987, also hailed the Nobel Committee's decision. 

"Prof. Wangari Maathai is a leader whose example should inspire us all, especially the women and children of Africa who should so much of Africa's burden of poverty,conflict and environmental degradation and who do so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future," said UNEP's director, Klaus Toepfer. 

"Prof.Maathai is just such a role model." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Europaworld    

Kenyan Environmental Activist Wins Nobel Peace Prize

This year's Nobel Peace Prize has been won by the Kenyan Professor Wangari Maathai. She is the first African woman to receive the Prize. Her pioneering struggle against deforestation and for women's rights and democracy were praised this week by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. The Nobel committee, he said, clearly shared his view that human security depended on close links between peace, development and responsible stewardship of the environment.

"Selfless and steadfast, Ms. Maathai has been a champion of the environment, of women, of Africa, and of anyone concerned about our future security," said Mr Annan who also said that Professor Maathai had played a valuable role at many UN conferences, including the Earth Summit.

Professor Maathai is Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Minister in the Kenyan Government. She also founded the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 20 million trees across Africa. She is scheduled to be the keynote speaker at the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) first Global Women's Assembly on the Environment in Nairobi which takes place this coming week.

Professor Maathai has spent decades as "a fearless opponent of the grabbing of public land and the destruction of forests, and a vigorous advocate for democracy and environmental protection," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP. "Professor Maathai is a role model for us all, especially the women and children of Africa, who shoulder so much of Africa's burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation, and who so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future," he added.

When interviewed for a documentary by UNEP, Professor Maathai said: "I love the trees; I love the colour. To me they represent life and they represent hope. I think it is the green colour. I tell people I think heaven is green." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

UN applauds awarding of Nobel Peace Prize to Kenyan environmental activist
	

	


8 October 2004 – Praising her "pioneering struggle" against deforestation and for women's rights and democracy, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he was delighted by the awarding of this year's Nobel Peace Prize to Professor Wangari Maathai of Kenya.

Mr. Annan hailed today's announcement by the Nobel committee, which he said clearly shared his vision that human security depends on close links between "peace, development and responsible stewardship of the environment," according to a statement issued by his spokesman.

"Selfless and steadfast, Ms. Maathai has been a champion of the environment, of women, of Africa, and of anyone concerned about our future security."

The first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, Professor Maathai is Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Minister in her country's Government and has been a lawmaker since December 2002. She also founded the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 20 million trees across Africa.

Mr. Annan, who won the 2001 prize along with the UN, said Professor Maathai has played a valuable role at many UN conferences, including the Earth Summit.

For its part, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) welcomed the honour for Professor Maathai, who is scheduled to be the keynote speaker at UNEP's first Global Women's Assembly on the Environment on Monday in Nairobi.

Professor Maathai has spent decades as "a fearless opponent of the grabbing of public land and the destruction of forests, and a vigorous advocate for democracy and environmental protection," Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, said in a statement.

Mr. Toepfer added Professor Maathai is a role model for "us all, especially the women and children of Africa, who shoulder so much of Africa's burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation, and who so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future."

When interviewed for a documentary by UNEP, Professor Maathai said: "I love the trees; I love the colour. To me they represent life and they represent hope. I think it is the green colour. I tell people I think heaven is green."
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Independent on line
UN heaps praise on Kenya's 'shining star'

October 08 2004 at 02:02PM

Nairobi - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) heaped praise on Kenyan ecologist Wangari Maathai on Friday, the day she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Maathai "is probably Africa's staunchest defender of the environment and a leader whose example should inspire us all, especially the women and children of Africa who so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future," UNEP spokesperson Eric Falt told AFP by phone.

UNEP is based in Nairobi.

"Understanding is growing throughout the world of the close links between environmental protection and global security so it is fitting that this steadfast environmental campaigner has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize," added Falt, saying UNEP had worked in close collaboration with Maathai over the years.

Winning the prize is "clearly the culmination of a lifelong and passionate fight for the environment," he said.

Maathai, who currently serves as Kenya's assistant minister for the environment and natural resources, is Monday scheduled to be the opening speaker at the first ever Global Women's Environment Assembly, a UNEP-organised event.

A total of 141 women, including seven environment ministers, from 60 different countries, are expected at the meeting in Nairobi.

In 1977 Wangai founded the Green Belt Movement, a grassroots non-governmental organisation that has used tree planting as an entry point to community development and to promote environmental conservation, while creating jobs and giving women a stronger identity in society.

The Nobel Committee honoured her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace.

"Peace on earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment," the committee said.

__________________________________________________________________________
Kerala News

World ; UN applauds Nobel Peace to Kenyan green activist

 9-October-2004

World News, Praising her "pioneering struggle" against deforestation and for women's rights and democracy, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he was delighted by the awarding of this year's Nobel Peace Prize to Professor Wangari Maathai of Kenya.

Mr. Annan hailed today's announcement by the Nobel committee, which he said clearly shared his vision that human security depends on close links between "peace, development and responsible stewardship of the environment," according to a statement issued by his spokesman.

"Selfless and steadfast, Ms. Maathai has been a champion of the environment, of women, of Africa, and of anyone concerned about our future security."

The first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, Professor Maathai is Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Minister in her country's Government and has been a lawmaker since December 2002. She also founded the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 20 million trees across Africa.

Mr. Annan, who won the 2001 prize along with the UN, said Professor Maathai has played a valuable role at many UN conferences, including the Earth Summit.

For its part, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) welcomed the honour for Professor Maathai, who is scheduled to be the keynote speaker at UNEP's first Global Women's Assembly on the Environment on Monday in Nairobi.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
The Daily Nation

Prof Maathai Wins Nobel Peace Prize

October 8, 2004

The good news came as a big surpirse to all but the award panel. Her name had not featured prominently among the 194 candidates. It was announced to her in Nyeri, Central Kenya, by a Norwegian diplomat.

And thanking the Norwegian Nobel Prize Committee for the award, Prof Maathai said she was inspired in her pioneering work by Mt Kenya, the country's symbol of nationhood.

Prof Wangari Maathai during a 2003 AllAfrica interview.

She also thanked all those that supported her over the the years as she battled to plant millions of trees seedlings across Africa in her bid to stem deafforestation, against a hostile background.

The Moi regime was particularly vicious, brutalising and arrested her at the flimsiest of excuses to discourage her from interfering with the rampant grabbing and excising of public forests.

Prof Maathai single-handedly stopped the Moi government from constructing a 60-storey building in the historic and symbolic Uhuru Park, a painful feat that won her instant local and international fame.

With the award in Oslo, on December 10, Prof Maathai will receive the equivalent of $1.36 million (KSh110.16 million).

Among the awards received by Maathai and the Green Belt Movement are the Sophie Prize (2004), Petra Kelly Prize for Environment (2004), Arbor Day Foundation's J. Sterling Morton Award (2004), Conservation Scientist Award (2004), the WANGO Environment Award (2003), Outstanding Vision and Commitment Award (2002), and Excellence Award from the Kenyan Community Abroad (2001).

The Member of Parliament for Tetu in Central Kenya has also received the Juliet Hollister Award (2001), the Golden Ark Award (1994), the Jane Adams Leadership Award (1993), the Edinburgh Medal (1993), UN's Africa Prize for Leadership (1991), the Goldman Environmental prize (1991) and the Woman of the World (1989).

Others include the Windstar Award for the Environment (1988), the Better World Society Award (1986), the right livelihood award (1984) and the Woman of the Year Award (1983).

Prof Maathai is also listed on UNEP's Global 500 Hall of Fame and is named as one of the 100 heroines of the world. In June 1997,.
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She was elected by Earth Times as one of 100 persons in the World who have made a difference in the environmental arena.

Prof Maathai has also received honorary doctoral degrees from several institutions around the world: William's college, MA USA (1990), Hobart and William Smith Colleges (1994), University of Norway (1997).
_________________________________________________________________________________________
The Guardian

Nobel peace prize for woman of 30m trees 
Wangari Maathai is the first female African to win the award 

John Vidal
Saturday October 9, 2004
The Guardian 

Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan who created a women's movement which has planted more than 30m trees in 20 countries, became the first African woman to win the Nobel peace prize yesterday. 

The award to recognises an effort which began in 1977 when she walked into the ministry of forests in Nairobi and asked for 15m tree seedlings to stop soil erosion, provide fuel and improve the lot of the poorest communities. 

The director laughed in her face, but told her she could have as many as she wanted. 

Less than a year later he had to withdraw his offer because the demand was so great. 

Twenty-seven years ago Professor Maathai, now an MP, Kenya's assistant environment minister, and the recipient of numerous international awards and honours, was head of veterinary anatomy at Nairobi University and had just set up the Green Belt Movement. 

"It's important for people to see that they are part of the environment and that they take responsibility for it," she said. 

"I feel extremely elated. This is something I would never have dreamt of." 

Her award, for "promoting ecologically viable social, economic and cultural development in Kenya and in Africa", was welcomed as recognition of African women's efforts to improve their lives and the importance of grassroots environmental initiatives. 

"Wangari Maathai has made an incredible contribution to improving the environment and society, not only in Africa but worldwide" said Tony Juniper, director of Friends of the Earth in London. 

Klaus Töpfer, director of the UN environment programme, said: "She is a leader whose example should inspire us all, especially the women and children of Africa, who shoulder so much of the continent's burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation". 

Prof Maathai, 64, says she turned to trees to give Kenyan women self-confidence. 

In 1989 she told the Guardian: "[We] are overwhelmed by experts who sap confidence. People [have been made to] believe they are ignorant, inexperienced, incapable and backward. The idea of setting up the Green Belt Movement is to create local expertise to create confidence." 

She encouraged the setting up of more than 5,000 tree nurseries, which were run by women and disabled people. 

"The biggest impact is the sense of hope and power in the lives of the ordinary women who make up 90% of the Green Belt members. 

"They can hardly read or write. The women respond so quickly to a common cause that soon they see this as a way to help the community at large, and the nation. They want to make a contribution." 

Initially tolerated by President Moi, Prof Maathai outraged his one-party state by leading protests against the erection of a 62-storey building in the middle of Uhuru (Freedom) park, Nairobi's most important public space. 

The building, commissioned by the government party, Kanu, was to be funded by the late Robert Maxwell. 

"The growth of an impersonal concrete jungle directly leads to the psychosis, neuroses, maniacal and freakish behaviour evident in the major cities of the so-called developed world," she said. 

Mr Moi called her and the Green Belt Movement "subversive" and she was vilified in parliament and in the press, beaten up and forced to flee the country. But foreign investors withdrew their support and the building project was cancelled. 

When she returned to Kenya she took up the cause of political prisoners, and directly attacked Mr Moi for commandeering forests and throwing out tribal groups. 

In 1999 there was three days of rioting in Nairobi, and international outrage, after she and thousands of supporters were beaten and teargassed while trying to plant trees in Karura forest, near the city. 

Fifty of this year's record 194 nominations for the peace prize were for organisations, the rest for individuals. The nominations are not revealed. 
__________________________________________________________________________
Reuters
Kenyan Green Activist Wins Nobel Peace Prize 
by Alister Doyle
  

OSLO - Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai became the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday, honored for aiding democracy and seeking to save the continent's shrinking forests.

"It cannot get any better than this -- maybe in heaven," Maathai told Reuters after learning of the award. She wept with delight and planted a tree in her home town of Nyeri in the shadow of Mount Kenya, Africa's second highest peak.
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Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai became the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize October 8, 2004 for aiding the continent's poor with a campaign to plant millions of trees to slow down deforestation. 'Peace on earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment,' the head of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, Ole Danbolt Mjoes, said in announcing the winner. He praised her 'contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace.' Maathai is seen in this December 2002 file picture. Photo by Juda Ngwenya/Reuters


The award marks a new environmental theme in interpreting the 1895 will of Swedish philanthropist Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite who founded the prestigious prize. Until now it has often gone to people seeking to end armed conflicts.

"Peace on earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment," said Ole Danbolt Mjoes, the head of the Norwegian Nobel Committee. The prize is worth 10 million Swedish crowns ($1.36 million) and will be handed out in Oslo on December 10.

"We have emphasized the environment, democracy building and human rights and especially women's rights," Mjoes said of the prize. "We have added a new dimension to the concept of peace."

Maathai's Green Belt Movement, comprised mainly of women, says it has planted 30 million trees across Africa to combat creeping deforestation that often deepens poverty. 

Mjoes said the movement also worked for family planning, nutrition and a fight against corruption in Kenya. And Maathai said that her grassroots movement could be a pre-emptive strike to safeguard peace.

"Many wars in the world are actually fought over natural resources," she told NRK Norwegian radio. "In managing our resources ... we plant the seeds of peace, both now and in the future."

GREEN THEME

But some experts were unconvinced by the new green theme.

"This prize could be positive in expanding the concept of security, but it could also mean a dilution of the prize, moving too far away from the original idea," said researcher Espen Barth Eide at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs.

He had tipped the U.N. nuclear watchdog and its head, Mohamed ElBaradei for the award to reflect global fears that terrorists or rogue states might obtain nuclear arms.

But others argued that the environment could be a key to global security. Tree plantings slow desertification, preserve forest habitats for wildlife and provide a source of fuel, building materials and food for future generations.

"Understanding is growing throughout the world of the close links between environmental protection and global security," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program, in hailing the award.

And trees soak up carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas blamed for global warming. Many environmental experts say global warming could be the biggest threat to life on the planet, with more deserts, storms and rising sea levels.

Maathai, born in 1940, is a zoology professor who rose to international fame for campaigns against government-backed forest clearances in Kenya in the late 1980s and 1990s.

She is the 12th woman peace laureate since the first award was made in 1901. The last African laureate was U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan, of Ghana, in 2001. The 2003 prize also went to a woman, Iranian human rights lawyer Shirin Ebadi.

Experts estimate British colonialists and Kenyan farmers have cleared about 75 percent of woodlands in the last 150 years, leaving two percent of Kenya's land under forest cover.

In 1989 Maathai's protests forced then President Daniel arap Moi to abandon a personal plan to erect a 62-storey office tower in a Nairobi park. In 1999 she was beaten and whipped by private security guards during a demonstration against the sale of forest land near the capital Nairobi.

In 2001, the 100th anniversary of the first award, the committee mapped out possible new themes for peace.

Geir Lundestad, the head of the Norwegian Nobel Institute, said at the time that the award might shift in its second century to honor new types of activists such as environmentalists, rock stars, perhaps even journalists. 

__________________________________________________________________________
This Day- Lagos
Kenyan Becomes First African Woman to Win Nobel Prize
From Iyefu Adoba in Abuja with agency report


Kenyan environmentalist and Deputy Minister for Environment, Wangari Maathai has become the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize.

The Nobel Prize is an international award given yearly since 1901 for achievements in physics, chemistry, medicine, literature and for peace. Winners are announced each year, minutes after the prize awarding bodies make their final decision. 

Previous winners of the Nobel Peace Prize from Africa include Albert Lutuli, South Africa, (1960), Mohammed Anwar al-Sadat, (Egypt), 1978; Arcbishop Desmond Tutu, South Africa (1984), Nelson Mandela and F.W de Klerk, South Africa (1993) and United Nations Secretary General Kofi Anann, Ghana (2001).

Nigeria's Wole Soyinka won the prize for literature in 1986.

Maathai founded Africa's largest community based environmental organisation to protect the environment, to empower women and fight oppression. To slow down deforestation on the continent, she led a campaign called Green Belt Movement to plant millions of trees and is known in Kenya as the "Tree Woman."

Nominated for her courage to stand against the former oppressive regime in Kenya, the nobel commitee said the activist stands at the front of the fight to promote ecologically viable social, economic and cultural development in Kenya and Africa.

Born 64 years ago, she has degrees from Mount Saint Scholastica College in Kansas and the University of Pittsburgh. She founded the Kenyan Green Party in 1987 and once ran for her country's presidency. She was however elected into parliament from where President Mai Kibaki appointed her Assistant Minister for Environment.

The announcement of Maathai as winner of the peace prize on Friday brought to an end weeks of speculation on likely winners. There was a record 194 nominations for the committee and there were speculations that people such as United Nations former Chief Weapons Inspector Hans Blix, former Isreali nuclear technician Mordeachi Vanunu who spent 18 years in prison for exposing his country's nuclear weapons programme amongst others would win. 
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Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire

October 9, 2004 
HEADLINE: UN COMMENDS KENYAN ENVIRONMENTALIST FOR WINNING NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

BODY:


New York, UN (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Friday hailed the award of this year's Nobel Peace Prize to Kenyan environmental activist Wangari Maathai.

Describing her as "Africa's staunchest defender of the environment," the UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, said Maathai, the first African woman to receive the prestigious prize, had spent decades as "a fearless opponent of the grabbing of public land and the destruction of forests, and a vigorous advocate for democracy and environmental protection." 

Maathai, 64, and Kenya's Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Minister has been a lawmaker since December 2002.

She founded the "Green Belt Movement," which has planted more than 20 million trees across Africa.

"Understanding is growing throughout the world of the close links between environmental protection and global security," Toepfer said, adding that Professor Maathai's "lifelong and passionate fight for the environment" has contributed to sustainable development, democracy and peace.

He said the Kenyan biologist was a role model for "us all, especially the women and children of Africa, who shoulder so much of Africa's burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation, and who so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future."

In an interview for a documentary by UNEP, Maathai said: "I love the trees, I love the colour. To me they represent life and they represent hope. I tell people I think heaven is green."

JOURNAL-CODE: WPNA
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Africa News October 8, 2004 Friday 
October 8, 2004 Friday

HEADLINE: Kenya; Wangari Maathai Wins Nobel Peace Prize

BYLINE: The Nation

BODY:
The good news came as a big surpirse to all but the award panel. Her name had not featured prominently among the 194 candidates. It was announced to her in Nyeri, Central Kenya, by a Norwegian diplomat. 

And thanking the Norwegian Nobel Prize Committee for the award, Prof Maathai said she was inspired in her pioneering work by Mt Kenya, the country's symbol of nationhood.

She also thanked all those that supported her over the the years as she battled to plant millions of trees seedlings across Africa in her bid to stem deafforestation, against a hostile background.

The Moi regime was particularly vicious, brutalising and arresting her at the flimsiest excuses to discourage her from interfering with the rampant grabbing and felling of government forests.

Prof Maathai single-handedly stopped the Moi government from constructing a 60-storey building in the historic and symbolic Uhuru Park, a painful feat that won her instant local and international fame.

With the award in Oslo, on December 10, Prof Maathai will receive the equivalent of $1.36 million (KSh110.16 million).

Among the awards received by Maathai and the Green Belt Movement are the Sophie Prize (2004), Petra Kelly Prize for Environment (2004), Arbor Day Foundation's J. Sterling Morton Award (2004), Conservation Scientist Award (2004), the WANGO Environment Award (2003), Outstanding Vision and Commitment Award (2002), and Excellence Award from the Kenyan Community Abroad (2001).

The Member of Parliament for Tetu in Central Kenya has also received the Juliet Hollister Award (2001), the Golden Ark Award (1994), the Jane Adams Leadership Award (1993), the Edinburgh Medal (1993), UN's Africa Prize for Leadership (1991), the Goldman Environmental prize (1991) and the Woman of the World (1989).

Others include the Windstar Award for the Environment (1988), the Better World Society Award (1986), the right livelihood award (1984) and the Woman of the Year Award (1983).

Prof. Maathai is also listed on UNEP's Global 500 Hall of Fame and is named as one of the 100 heroines of the world. In June 1997,.

Wangari was elected by Earth Times as one of 100 persons in the World who have made a difference in the environmental arena.

Prof. Maathai has also received honorary doctoral degrees from several institutions around the world: William's college, MA USA (1990), Hobart and William Smith Colleges (1994), University of Norway (1997).
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Guelph Mercury (Ontario, Canada)

October 9, 2004 Saturday Final Edition

HEADLINE: Kenyan wins Nobel prize for environmental work

SOURCE: Associated Press

DATELINE: OSLO, NORWAY

BODY:
Kenyan environmental activist Wangari Maathai won the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday for her work as leader of the Green Belt Movement, which has sought to empower women, improve the environment and fight corruption in Africa for almost 30 years.

Maathai, Kenya's deputy environment minister, is the first African woman to win the prize, first awarded in 1901. She gained recent acclaim for a campaign planting 30 million trees to stave off deforestation. 

"We believe that Maathai is a strong voice speaking for the best forces in Africa to promote peace and good living conditions on that continent," the Nobel committee said in its citation.

Maathai said she thought she was selected as a symbol of the struggles against poverty and environmental degradation in Africa.

"This is an overwhelming experience. It is elating. It is unbelievable, it's the kind of thing you never hear in your life. I am very flattered," she said from Nyeri, Kenya.

With a record 194 nominations, the committee had a broad field to choose from, and speculation had focused on other candidates. Many observers had wondered if the committee would try to send a message about Iraq, as it did in 2002, when members said the choice of former U.S. President Jimmy Carter should be seen as criticism of the Bush administration's move to topple Saddam Hussein.

The choice of Maathai was a clear answer that it would eschew politics this time around.

It was the first time the prize recognized work to preserve the environment. During the 2001 centennial anniversary of the prize, the committee said it wanted to widen the scope of the award, including honoring those who worked to improve the environment, as well as contributed to advancing peace worldwide.

"This is the first time environment sets the agenda for the Nobel Peace Prize, and we have added a new dimension to peace. We want to work for a better life environment in Africa," said committee chairman Ole Danbolt Mjoes.

Maathai, 64, is believed to have been the first woman in east and central Africa to earn a doctorate. She got a degree in biological sciences from Mount St. Scholastica College in Atchison, Kan., in 1964.

Previous winners from Africa include UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who shared the prize with the United Nations in 2001, and Nelson Mandela and F.W. de Klerk, South Africa, in 1993.

"The environment is very important in the aspects of peace because when we destroy our resources and our resources become scarce, we fight over that," Maathai told Norwegian state television, fighting back tears. "I am working to make sure we don't only protect the environment, we also improve governance."

Maathai has also been praised for standing up to Kenya's former government, led by President Daniel arap Moi for 24 years until he stepped down after elections in 2002.

The award, which includes $1.3 million US, is always presented on Dec. 10, the anniversary of the death of its founder, Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel. The peace prize is awarded in Oslo, and the other Nobel prizes are presented in the Swedish capital, Stockholm.

GRAPHIC: Photo: ASSOCIATED PRESS; Kenyan environmental activist Wangari Maathai speaks on the phone as she is congratulated yesterday in Ihururu near Nyeri after she won the Nobel prize for her work as leader of the Green Belt Movement, which has sought to empower women, better the environment and fight corruption in Africa for almost 30 years.
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Nobel Peace Prize keeps everyone guessing

Oslo

08 October 2004 08:12

The Nobel Peace Prize being announced Friday could focus on great threats to world, such as weapons of mass destruction or HIV/Aids, peace processes that need a boost or, as it often has, come as a complete surprise to Nobel watchers.

With a record 194 nominations, the committee had a broad field to choose from. It won't say who was nominated, or who even made it into contention as a finalist.

The secretive Norwegian awards committee gives no hints, so the guessing is likely to continue until 11am (9am MT). That's when committee chairperson Ole Danbolt Mjoes is to emerge from their meeting room in Oslo with an intently watched announcement that begins: "The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the Nobel Peace Prize for 2004 to ...."

The rest of that sentence, some speculate, could be the International Atomic Energy Agency and its head, Mohamed ElBaradei, or United States politicians Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar for their programme to dispose of nuclear weapons left after the collapse of the Soviet Union, or former United Nations chief weapons inspector Hans Blix, or Mordechai Vanunu, a former Israeli nuclear technician who spent 18 years in prison for exposing his country's nuclear weapons programme.

Or guesses suggest that Mjoes, the chairperson, might say The Treatment Action Campaign in South Africa, and its leader Zackie Achmat for their work fighting HIV/Aids; or Chinese military surgeon Jiang Yanyong who in 2003 forced the Chinese government to admit that Sars had become a crisis.

The decision has often stumped the experts. Last year's winner, Iranian human rights activist Shirin Ebadi, wasn't even mentioned in last years speculation, with favored Pope John Paul II and former Czech President Vaclav Havel.

Those watching the prize, such as Stein Toennessen, director of the Oslo-based International Peace Research Institute, have their own favourites, based on educated guess, knowledge of world affairs, gut feelings and everything but hints from the notoriously tightlipped committee.

Toennessen is betting on ElBaradei and the IEAE, Blix, the Aids campaign or the Chinese military surgeon.

Espen Barth Eide, of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, agreed that they were prospects, but pointed out that the expanded European Union could be a winner for enhancing stability and peace in Europe.

Dan Smith, a London-based peace activist and researcher, doubted a prize concerning weapons of mass destruction, and said his own favourites were Save the Children or Courage to Refuse, a group of Israel soldiers who refused to serve in the occupied territories.

Others mentioned in speculation include Russian human rights activist Sergei Kovalyev; Cuban dissident Oswaldo Paya; the European Union; Pope John Paul II; The Salvation Army; United Nations special envoy to Iraq Lakhdar Brahimi; Russian anti-war group Mothers in Black, the International Solidarity Movement and Nguyen Dan Que, a Vietnamese human rights and democracy activist.

Most agree that US President George Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair have no chance, partly because most Norwegians were against the war in Iraq.

The award, which includes 10-million Swedish kronor ($1,3-million), is always presented on December 10, the anniversary of the death of its founder, Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel. The peace prize is awarded in Oslo, and the other Nobel prizes are presented in the Swedish capital, Stockholm. - Sapa-AP
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC
Profile: Wangari Maathai

Wangari Maathai rose to prominence fighting for those most easily marginalised in Africa - poor women. 
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Wangari Maathai has been praised for her courage and determination


The first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize was praised by the awarding committee as "a source of inspiration for everyone in Africa fighting for sustainable development, democracy and peace". 
A pioneering academic, her role as an environmental campaigner began after she planted some trees in her back garden. 
This inspired her in 1977 to form an organisation - primarily of women - known as the Green Belt Movement aiming to curtail the devastating effects of deforestation and desertification. 
Her desire was to produce sustainable wood for fuel use as well as combating soil erosion. 
Her campaign to mobilise poor women to plant some 30 million trees has been copied by other countries. 
Speaking as recently as Wednesday on the BBC's Africa Live programme she said her tree planting campaign was not at all popular when it first began. 
"It took me a lot of days and nights to convince people that women could improve their environment without much technology or without much financial resources." 
The Green Belt Movement went on to campaign on education, nutrition and other issues important to women. 
Political role
Mrs Maathai has been arrested several times for campaigning against deforestation in Africa. 
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Maathai is a strong voice speaking for the best forces in Africa to promote peace and good living conditions on that continent. 

Nobel Peace Prize committee 
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In pictures: Collecting firewood in Ethiopia 


In the late 1980s, she became a prominent opponent of a skyscraper planned for the middle of the Kenyan capital's main park - Uhuru Park. 
She was vilified by President Daniel arap Moi's government but succeeded in thwarting the plans. 
More recently, she evolved into a leading campaigner on social matters. 
Once was beaten unconscious by heavy handed police. On an other occasion she led a demonstration of naked women. 
In 1997, she ran for president against Mr Moi but made little impact. 
Esteem 
But in elections in 2002, she was elected as MP with 98% of the votes as part of an opposition coalition which swept to power after Mr Moi stepped down. 
She was appointed as a deputy environment minister in 2003. 
Mrs Maathai says she usually uses a biblical analogy of creation to stress the importance of the environment. 
"God created the planet from Monday to Friday. On Saturday he created human beings. 
"The truth of the matter is... if man was created on Tuesday, I usually say, he would have been dead on Wednesday, because there would not have been the essential elements that he needs to survive," she told the BBC. 
The Nobel Peace Prize committee praised her for taking "a holistic approach to sustainable development that embraces democracy, human rights and women's rights in particular". 
She thinks globally and acts locally, they said. 
She was born in 1940 and has three children. 
Her former husband, whom she divorced in the 1980s, was said to have remarked that she was "too educated, too strong, too successful, too stubborn and too hard to control". 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters
Kenyan Activist Plants Tree to Mark Nobel Prize


KENYA: October 11, 2004

NYERI, Kenya - Crying with delight, Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai planted a tree to celebrate winning the Nobel Peace Prize Friday and vowed to use the money to strengthen her campaign to save Africa's forests. 


"I have never seen so much money in my life!" she told Reuters in an interview in her home town of Nyeri, which nestles in the shadow of Mount Kenya, Africa's second highest peak. 
"I was overwhelmed and very excited. This is the epitome. It cannot get any better than this - maybe in heaven." 

Maathai became the first African woman to win the prize, worth 10 million Swedish crowns ($1.36 million), for aiding the continent's poor with a campaign to plant millions of trees to slow down deforestation. 

"Some of it (the money) will definitely go toward the environmental programs. I have to make a budget and think about the things I will do - just like rich people (do)!" 

Maathai for years has campaigned to educate Kenyans that felling swathes of woodland wreaks irreparable damage on Kenya's ecosystem, destroying vital water catchment areas that sustain the backbone farming and hydroelectric power sectors. 

Maathai celebrated by planting a seedling of an indigenous Kenyan tree called a Nandi Flame in the grounds of the town's Outspan Hotel, where she hosted wellwishers. 

In habitual no-nonsense fashion, she removed her jewelry and got down on her hands and knees to plant the seedling, sinking fingers and forearms deep into the earth to make sure it was safely embedded. 

Then she spoke of her disbelief and delight. 

"I thought it was a joke ... I want to commend the committee for being the biggest secret keepers. I had no clue." 

"I was shaking and crying and I looked at the mountain - this mountain that has inspired me for many years. I particularly liked the fact that the news reached me here in Nyeri, at home in front of Mount Kenya." 

Maathai, an imposing figure and a brave, bluntly spoken personality, has spent most of the past 20 years going to court to block forest clearances by the former government of President Daniel arap Moi, whose KANU party lost power in 2002 elections. 

Maathai won an assembly seat for the victorious opposition in the polls and is now assistant environment minister. But clearances continue - even in her own constituency of Tetu - and Maathai suggested Friday she would quit the government if they continued. 

"I would rather given up my (parliamentary) seat than see our forests destroyed," she said, adding forest preservation is vital to the survival and quality of life of ordinary people. 

Parts of Mount Kenya have been deforested and acres of marijuana have been found growing in the forests - a sign of desperation by some farmers hit by low world prices for coffee. 


Story by Wangui Kanina 
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
New Security Council resolution directs aim at all terrorists

*
Annan deplores bomb attacks in Egypt

*
Security Council condemns recent string of terrorist attacks

*
Afghanistan finalizes preparations for historic presidential election – UN mission

*
Rights abuses flare in Côte d’Ivoire, prompting UN mission to sound alarm

*
UN rights expert says crimes against humanity may have occurred in Sudan

*
Africa begins largest-ever immunization campaign in bid to beat polio – UN

*
98 States behind schedule in reducing child mortality, UNICEF study reveals

*
UN report finds Sub-Saharan Africa improving on vitamin, mineral deficiencies

*
UN applauds awarding of Nobel Peace Prize to Kenyan environmental activist

*
Emerging as donor of foreign aid, Poland pledges $230 million by 2006 – UN

*
UN agency funds project in Guinea to promote more productive agriculture

* * * *

Terrorism

8 October – Condemning terrorism as one of the most serious threats to peace and security, the United Nations Security Council today unanimously called on countries to prosecute or extradite anyone supporting terrorist acts or participating in the planning of such schemes.

In adopting resolution 1566, the Council set up a working group to consider recommendations on measures to be imposed against “individuals, groups or entities involved in or associated with terrorist activities” not already identified by its Al-Qaida and Taliban sanctions committee.

Some approaches to be studied include “more effective procedures considered to be appropriate for bringing them to justice through prosecution or extradition,” freezing financial assets, travel restrictions and arms embargoes.

The text calls on countries to prevent and punish “criminal acts, including against civilians, committed with the intent to cause death or serious bodily injury, or taking of hostages, with the purpose to provoke a state of terror in the general public or in a group of persons or particular persons, intimidate a population or compel a government or an international organization to do or to abstain from doing any act.”

Such acts “are under no circumstances justifiable by considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or other similar nature,” according to the Council.

The resolution also asks the working group to consider the possibility of establishing an international compensation fund for victims of terrorist acts and their families, which might be financed through voluntary contributions garnered in part from assets seized from terrorist organizations, their members and sponsors.

Ambassador Andrey I. Denisov of the Russian Federation – which sponsored the resolution along with China, France, Germany, Romania, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States – stressed there was a need to improve the legal and other operational instruments to combat terrorism and terrorist organizations that are expert at changing their tactics depending on the situation.

“We are convinced that the resolution further strengthens the essential coordinating role of the United Nations in the international campaign against the terrorist threat,” he said.

* * *

Egypt

8 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the bomb attacks that took place Thursday in Taba, Egypt, in which more than 30 people were killed and another 120 injured.

“The Secretary-General wishes to emphasize yet again that no cause can justify acts of terror, perpetrated against civilians,” said a statement issued a spokesman for Mr. Annan.

“He denounces the attack against a site that has long been a tangible example of peaceful coexistence in the Middle East.”

The statement said the Secretary-General “hopes that the perpetrators will be speedily brought to justice. He extends his condolences to the families of the victims, as well as their Governments, and sends his best wishes for a speedy recovery to all those injured.”

* * *

Terrorism

8 October – Fresh off the passage of a new resolution targeting terrorists around the world, the Security Council today strongly condemned a string of attacks this week in Pakistan and Egypt as well as the beheading of a British civilian in Baghdad.

Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency this month, said that the 15-member body “reaffirmed their view that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and security, and that any acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, whenever and by whomsoever committed.”

Earlier Friday the Council unanimously adopted resolution 1566, which calls for all countries to prosecute or extradite anyone not already on a list of those belonging to or affiliated with Al-Qaida or Taliban found supporting or participating in any terrorist acts.

In his press statement, Ambassador Jones Parry said that text reaffirmed the UN’s central role in the fight against terrorism as well as the Council’s determination “to stand together in confronting the scourge of terrorism.”

The Council urged all States, in accordance with their obligations under resolution 1373 – which was adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks against the United States – and other relevant Council resolutions to cooperate actively in their efforts to find and bring to justice the perpetrators, organizers, and sponsors of terrorist acts, he added.

Council members also expressed their deepest sympathy and condolences to the victims of the attacks and their families, he said.

* * *

Afghanistan

8 October – A day before Afghans go to the polls to cast a vote for president for the first time in their history, the final preparations for the elections have been completed, the United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (UNAMA) said today.

Some 21.5 million ballot papers have been printed and distributed to polling stations across Afghanistan and neighbouring Pakistan and Iran – where Afghan refugees can also vote – in readiness for the opening of polling stations at 7 a.m. tomorrow, UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in the capital Kabul.

About 10.5 million Afghans, including more than four million women, have registered to vote inside their homeland, while some 740,000 refugees in Pakistan and between 600,000 and 800,000 refugees in Iran are also entitled to cast their ballot.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva said 141,600 people will be working tomorrow so that Afghans can vote in one of about 22,000 different polling stations. Ballot counting, which will take place in eight regional centres, is then expected to take between two and three weeks.

About 500 international observers will monitor the voting in 19 of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces, while more than 5,000 local observers are expected to be deployed across all provinces.

The presidential elections are the first in Afghanistan’s history, and take place just three years after the collapse of the notorious Taliban regime, which severely restricted the rights of women.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, Jean Arnault, said Tuesday that the poll shows “unmistakably a trend, a process embraced by the population at-large – and candidates – that quickens the pace of the transition away from the rule of the gun.”

UNAMA officials have warned they anticipate violent acts around the election from extremist groups and Taliban remnants opposed to the process. Twelve electoral workers were killed during the voter registration period.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

8 October – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire is voicing deep concern at the upsurge of human rights violations in the West African nation, pointing in particular to an incident at the residence of an opposition leader where one of his employees was murdered and three others tortured.

The UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) appealed to the national authorities to conduct the necessary investigations in order to shed full light on Monday’s incident at the home in Abidjan of Alassane Dramane Ouattara, President of the Rally for Republicans (RDR).

UNOCI recalled that Security Council members, “in their firm condemnation of human rights violations, underscored that the fight against impunity was an important element in ending the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire and demanded that perpetrators of human rights violations are held to account.”

The mission said in a statement that it was ready to collaborate with the authorities to help them in their investigations, reiterating that its mandate calls for it to “contribute to the promotion and the defence of human rights in Côte d’Ivoire, paying particular attention to acts of violence committed against women and girls and assist in inquiries on the violations of human rights to bring to an end to impunity.”

* * *
Sudan

8 October – The United Nations human rights expert on executions says she saw “strong indications” during an official visit this summer to the strife-torn Sudanese region of Darfur that human rights violations there “could constitute crimes against humanity.”

In her final report to the General Assembly as Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Asma Jahangir says she gathered “a great number of testimonies” from internally displaced persons (IDPs) in camps and settlements across Darfur giving details of killings by Government-backed militias and the armed forces.

“There is a compelling need to carry out a comprehensive documentation of the incidents of extrajudicial and summary executions in Darfur in order to bring the perpetrators of these grave human rights violations to justice,” she states.

Ms. Jahangir writes that the locations of some mass graves could not be verified by her because of security concerns and time constraints. But she suspected crimes against humanity may have occurred given the gravity and scale of the reports she received.

Turning to the global nature of executions, Ms. Jahangir says “there is no indication that the number of violations of the right to life has decreased during the period under review.”

Ms. Jahangir urges the abolition of all executions of children who are below the age of 18 when they commit the crime, welcoming the “virtual consensus” on this issue.

She also expresses particular concern that the force is being used disproportionately and arbitrarily as a means of countering the threat of terrorism.

Ms. Jahangir recommends that countries where the death penalty is practised impose a moratorium on the punishment until they set up national commissions to determine whether they are observing all relevant safeguards and international standards.

“Governments should also keep up-to-date records relating to the death penalty and should make them available to the public. Members of civil society should be able to visit prisons where inmates sentenced to death are detained,” she stressed.

In July, Australian lawyer Philip Alston was appointed by the UN Commission on Human Rights to succeed Ms. Jahangir in the post.

* * *

Polio

8 October – Africa today began its largest-ever immunization campaign, with more than one million vaccinators in 23 countries fanning out across the continent this month to inoculate 80 million children against polio as part of a United Nations-led response to an ongoing epidemic of the debilitating disease in the region.

Tens of thousands of traditional and religious leaders, school teachers, parents and Rotary Club members will join nurses and a vast array of other volunteers and health workers to go house-to-house and village-to-village – on foot, horseback, bicycle, boat, car or whatever means possible – to hand-deliver the vaccine to every child under the age of five.

The poliovirus is now endemic in only six countries – Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Niger, Afghanistan and Egypt – down from more than 125 when the Global Polio Eradication Initiative was launched in 1988.

But as of Wednesday there have been 786 cases reported globally in 2004 in Nigeria (597), India (62), Pakistan (31), Niger (20), Afghanistan (3) and Egypt (1), as well countries that have “imported” the disease: Benin (6), Botswana (1), Burkina Faso (6), Cameroon (2), the Central African Republic (12), Chad (16), Côte d'Ivoire (15), Guinea (1), Mali (2) and the Sudan (11).

The UN World Health Organization (WHO) stressed that if the campaigns reach enough children in the region’s hotspots, polio transmission could be expected to slow significantly by the end of this year. In some countries where the virus has a weaker foothold, transmission could stop completely by early 2005.

WHO and its partners in the Global Initiative – Rotary International, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) – are spearheading this latest effort.

The countries participating in the polio campaign are: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, the Republic of the Congo, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo and Sudan.

* * *

Child mortality

8 October – Almost 100 countries are behind schedule in reaching the globally agreed goal to reduce the rate of child deaths by two-thirds by 2015, a study released today by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reveals.

If current trends continue, the study shows, the average death rate of children under the age of five will have fallen worldwide by only a quarter in the 25 years to 2015 – far short of the target set in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

While much of the industrialized world, the Middle East, North Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, East Asia and the Pacific is on target to achieve the MDG, many nations in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Central and Eastern Europe lag far behind.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said there are 11 million preventable child deaths every year because far too many children still do not have access to basic services, such as health care, sanitation and clean water.

“It is incredible that in an age of technological and medical marvels, child survival is so tenuous in so many places, especially for the poor and marginalized. We can do better than this,” she said.

Inadequate birthing conditions are responsible for the most preventable deaths: without skilled attendants during delivery or help for the mother, many babies fall victim almost immediately to infectious and parasitic diseases such as diarrhoea, malaria and measles. Acute respiratory infections, malnutrition and HIV/AIDS are among the biggest causes.

“The world has the tools to improve child survival, if only it would use them,” Ms. Bellamy said. She called for greater spending on vaccines, micro-nutrient supplements and insecticide-treated mosquito nets, which “don’t cost much, and would save millions of children.”

The study highlights the vast discrepancy in child mortality rates between rich and poor States. One out of every six children in sub-Saharan Africa die before they reach the age of five, compared to one in every 143 in the industrialized world.

Sierra Leone, despite a small improvement, retains the worst rates on the planet. In 2002 there were 284 deaths for every 1,000 births. The most successful nation is Sweden, which has cut its child mortality rate to three deaths per 1,000 births.

Overall, 90 countries – including 53 in the developing world – are on target to achieve the MDG, but another 98 developing nations trail behind.

In 11 States, the rates have actually worsened since 1990, partly because of HIV/AIDS. Those countries are Botswana, Cambodia, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kenya, South Africa, Swaziland, Uzbekistan and Zimbabwe.

* * *

Vitamin

8 October – Many countries in sub-Saharan Africa are fighting back in the battle against vitamin and mineral deficiencies, saving millions of people from death or illness through relatively cheap programmes, according to a report jointly authored by United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

The report finds that millions of other people, especially children, could be helped if the programmes and strategies – which include iodizing salt and giving vitamin A supplements to children – are extended to every country in Africa.

Some 25 nations in the region now reach 70 per cent or more of their children with one vitamin A capsule every year, and 11 have recently achieved much higher rates of iodized salt coverage, the report states.

Many governments are also adding iron and folic acid to wheat flour or fortifying staples such as sugar, margarine and cooking oils with vitamins and minerals.

UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Kul Gautum said Africa has an important opportunity to advance its human development in a relatively short space of time.

“We have the right strategies – food fortification, supplementation and basic nutritional education – and the right partnerships to implement them. The challenge is simply our will to reach out to every child,” he said.

UNICEF is targeting vitamin and mineral deficiencies partly because it believes they could be a key factor in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the set of eight worldwide targets for eradicating extreme poverty and hunger and improving mortality rates by 2015.

Vitamin and mineral deficiencies have been estimated to cost sub-Saharan countries more than $2.3 billion every year in lost productivity. They can cause birth defects, anaemia, blindness and mental disabilities among other problems.

The report was prepared by UNICEF, the World Health Organization (WHO), the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), the Development Bank of Southern Africa, the Micronutrient Initiative and the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition.

* * *

Nobel Peace Prize

8 October – Praising her “pioneering struggle” against deforestation and for women’s rights and democracy, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he was delighted by the awarding of this year’s Nobel Peace Prize to Professor Wangari Maathai of Kenya.

Mr. Annan hailed today’s announcement by the Nobel committee, which he said clearly shared his vision that human security depends on close links between “peace, development and responsible stewardship of the environment,” according to a statement issued by his spokesman.

“Selfless and steadfast, Ms. Maathai has been a champion of the environment, of women, of Africa, and of anyone concerned about our future security.”

The first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, Professor Maathai is Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Minister in her country’s Government and has been a lawmaker since December 2002. She also founded the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 20 million trees across Africa.

Mr. Annan, who won the 2001 prize along with the UN, said Professor Maathai has played a valuable role at many UN conferences, including the Earth Summit.

For its part, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) welcomed the honour for Professor Maathai, who is scheduled to be the keynote speaker at UNEP’s first Global Women’s Assembly on the Environment on Monday in Nairobi.

Professor Maathai has spent decades as “a fearless opponent of the grabbing of public land and the destruction of forests, and a vigorous advocate for democracy and environmental protection,” Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, said in a statement.

Mr. Toepfer added Professor Maathai is a role model for “us all, especially the women and children of Africa, who shoulder so much of Africa’s burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation, and who so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future.”

When interviewed for a documentary by UNEP, Professor Maathai said: “I love the trees; I love the colour. To me they represent life and they represent hope. I think it is the green colour. I tell people I think heaven is green.”

* * *

Poland

8 October – After a decade of receiving foreign aid, Poland has pledged to devote some $230 million to development assistance by 2006, with most of it going to help poor African and Asian countries achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) said today.

The amount is equal to 0.1 per cent of Poland’s gross domestic product (GDP) and would be an increase from the $27 million contributed last year.

Poland’s role as an emerging donor country was spotlighted today in Warsaw as UNDP and the Government presented a joint campaign to promote the MDGs, a set of eight time-bound targets that seek to restructure the world’s social fabric, from slashing extreme poverty and hunger to curbing infant mortality and major diseases to improving access to education and health care for all – all by 2015.

The effort seeks to raise awareness of the country’s responsibility as a participant in global development cooperation, as Poland joins countries like Brazil and India, which also had been major recipients of development assistance in the past but are now emerging as donors of international aid.

A new public opinion poll shows that 63 per cent of Poles favour contributing aid to developing nations, UNDP said.

“Based on experiences from transformation, new European Union members have particular tasks and capabilities in development cooperation,” said Ben Slay, Director of UNDP’s Regional Office in Bratislava, Slovakia.

“This potential is yet to be resolved. National experts, entrepreneurs and non-governmental organizations have unique experiences which could be shared not only with the former Soviet states and Eastern European countries, but also with developing nations from other parts of the world.”
* * *

Guinea

8 October – More than 120,000 rural people in Guinea stand to benefit after the United Nations agency devoted to agricultural development and the West African country’s Government signed a deal today to finance a project to improve the productivity of poor farmers.

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) has given a $14.2 million loan to Guinea for the project in the nation’s North Lower region, where the poor quality of the soil and a lack of natural resources means most farmers are extremely impoverished.

The project, which costs $17.7 million in total, is designed to teach farmers and their families about the technologies and seeds – especially for rice and peanut farming – they can use to boost the productivity of their annual yields, IFAD said in a statement. Many rural roads will be improved so that farmers have greater access to markets.

IFAD said the project aims to promote local participation in decision-making, especially from women and young people. Guineans can also receive financial assistance to create their own agricultural, livestock or forestry projects and to develop their own rural financial system to support development.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "links" ��Newsweek - A Tree Grows in KenyaNobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai long ago drew links betweens the environment and women’s rights�


� HYPERLINK "prize" ��IPS - RIGHTS:African Feminist and Enviro Champion Takes Peace Prize�


� HYPERLINK "peace" ��All Africa News - UN Applauds Awarding of Nobel Peace Prize to Kenyan Environmental Activist�


� HYPERLINK "tree" ��Radio Netherlands - This year's Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to Kenyan tree planter and government minister Wangari Maathai.�


� HYPERLINK "pick" ��Common Dreams - Activist Groups Hail Nobel� Pick  


� HYPERLINK "kenyan" ��Europaworld - Kenyan Environmental Activist Wins Nobel Peace Prize�


� HYPERLINK "peace" ��UN News Centre - UN applauds awarding of Nobel Peace Prize to Kenyan environmental activist�


� HYPERLINK "star" ��Independent - UN heaps praise on Kenya's 'shining star'�


� HYPERLINK "un" ��Kerala News - World ; UN applauds Nobel Peace to Kenyan green activist�


� HYPERLINK "maathai" ��The Daily Nation - Prof Maathai Wins Nobel Peace Prize�


� HYPERLINK "for" ��The Guardian - Nobel peace prize for woman of 30m trees� 


� HYPERLINK "nobel" ��Wangari Maathai is the first female African to win the award�


� HYPERLINK "nobel" ��Reuters - Kenyan Green Activist Wins Nobel Peace Prize�


� HYPERLINK "becomes" ��This Day Lagos - Kenyan Becomes First African Woman to Win Nobel Prize�


� HYPERLINK "winning" ��PANA - Headline: Un Commends Kenyan Environmentalist For Winning Nobel Peace Prize�


� HYPERLINK "kenya" ��Africa News - Kenya; Wangari Maathai Wins Nobel Peace Prize�


� HYPERLINK "work" ��Guelph Mercury - HEADLINE: Kenyan wins Nobel prize for environmental work�


� HYPERLINK "guessing" ��OSLO - Nobel Peace Prize keeps everyone guessing�





*  Please note:  hundreds or more clippings on Wangari Maathai  globally.
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