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Taiwan will not be absent from a massive worldwide cleanup of the environment to be held on Sept. 20, according to the Good Neighbor Foundation yesterday. 

"We hope the community-based activity will bring together citizens and promote environmental awareness," Tomming Lai (¿àªF©ú), chairman of the foundation, said at a press conference yesterday. 

Lai said the simple activity will improve local environments. 

According to the UN Environment Program (UNEP), the community "Clean Up" concept is simple yet effective. Volunteers work together in their own communities to carry out local clean-up activities, uniting with like-minded community groups throughout the globe in the "Clean Up the World" activity. 

The clean-up activity was initiated in Australia by Ian Kiernan, who witnessed environmental problems resulting from irresponsible waste disposal during a sail-boat contest held in 1987. The UNEP broadened it into a global activity in 1993, naming it "Clean Up the World." 

Today, more than 125 nations participate in the activity, tackling even more ambitious environmental problems. Local cleanups are now complemented by initiatives aimed at producing longer-term environmental solutions. 

This is Taiwan's third time participating in the worldwide effort. Last year, 22,000 volunteers took part. 

The foundation yesterday called for citizens' participation in their plan to bring together more than 50,000 volunteers to clean up about 800 locations in Taiwan and offshore islands. 

So far, 22,000 volunteers from 183 private enterprises and schools have expressed their willingness to join forces to safely remove garbage from beaches, mountainous areas, train stations, parks and remote roads. 

Environmental Protection Administrator Hau Lung-bin (°qÀsÙy) said at the press conference that environmental protection could not be achieved by the government alone. 
This story has been viewed 24 times. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Monkey Business in Kinshasa Markets 

PRIVATE
Mon Aug 11, 9:19 AM ET


By Dino Mahtani 

	PRIVATE

	


KINSHASA, Congo (Reuters) - Take a monkey, disembowel it and gently smoke it over a fire for two days. Once blackened sufficiently it can be served as a main dish or stewed in a broth. 

"It is very tasty with a tomato and garlic sauce, over a bed of rice," says monkey dealer Marie-Jan at the meat and fish section of Kinshasa's central open air market. 

On the table in front of her, five monkey corpses stare back, their faces permanently contorted and stiffened by days of charcoal cooking. 

Shoppers bustle over slime and fish guts mashed into the tile flooring while a young, bound crocodile tries to make a break for it under the tortoise shelf. 

Severed goat heads stare up vacuously from a table and two men haggle over the price of a bucket of squirming grubs. 

Giant snail and various species of antelope are other delicacies shipped down the Congo river to the Congolese capital Kinshasa, once hailed as the Paris of Africa. 

PEACE MAY BOOST BUSHMEAT TRADE 

As the Democratic Republic of Congo (news - web sites)'s five-year civil war winds down -- and traffic on the river reopens on long stretches that were closed during the conflict -- trade in bushmeat is set to increase. 

It is a blood-soaked trade that conservationists say is devastating much of Africa's wildlife. Animals under threat include primates such as bonobos and chimpanzees. 

"The commercial bushmeat trade is by far the greatest threat to both the chimpanzee and bonobo," says a United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Program (UNEP) fact sheet on great apes. 

In its Africa Environment Outlook, UNEP says that more than 60 species of wildlife are commonly consumed in West and Central Africa. 

"Bushmeat provides 70 percent of the animal protein in southern Ivory Coast; 80 to 90 percent in Liberia (news - web sites) and 55 percent in Sierra Leone," it said. 

The bushmeat market is not the only threat to the primates, antelope, crocodiles and other animals of Africa's steamy tropical regions. 

Swelling rural populations and habitat destruction wrought by rampant logging are also taking their toll. 

Logging roads open up previously isolated patches of forest and thereby contribute to the trade in bushmeat. 

Up the Congo river from Kinshasa go basic goods such as clothes, cigarettes, gasoline, sugar and salt. Down come commodities from the interior, including bushmeat. 

"I sometimes sell only 10 crocodiles a day, but when trade on the river increases more crocodiles will come and more cheaply," says crocodile dealer Jeanette Lianza. 

	PRIVATE

	


Where thick forests and war-induced isolation offer little else, bushmeat is often the only natural resource, especially in the northwest province of Equateur. 

Much of the bushmeat found in Kinshasa comes from the Mbandaka area in Equateur, some 300 miles upstream from the capital, in what was until recently rebel territory. 

A young 4-foot crocodile can fetch up to $35 on the market. Small monkeys go for $25 a carcass. 

ON THE MENU 

Restaurants are doing a roaring trade, with individual crocodile and snake dishes in some packed upmarket eateries costing more than $10 -- a princely sum in a country where most people get by on less than a dollar a day. 

In the diplomatic enclave of Gombe in Kinshasa, Giselle Kyungu, a waitress at the Inzia restaurant, chats while she sets the table for the evening clients. 

"Our clients are very mixed. We have a lot of Congolese businessmen, but also a lot of U.N. workers, who order everything on the menu," she says. 

Everything from tortoise to monkey to crocodile is served, although Inzia does not stock much monkey these days. 

"After the Ebola (news - web sites) virus, lots of people became suspicious of monkey. But all these foods used to be more popular and are not eaten so much anymore," says Giselle, referring to the lethal virus that infects apes as well as humans. 

"But I think that once we can buy these meats more cheaply, when trade starts to pick up after the end of the war, we will see more being eaten," she adds. 

No menu or no market in town offers the elusive okapi, a giraffe-like creature that is only found in the Ituri forests in Congo, where armed ethnic rebel groups run rampant in their bid to dominate the mineral-rich area. 

Ituri is at the center of Congo's latest conflict, and is the province surrounding the town of Bunia where a French-led multinational force has deployed to protect civilians from ethnic violence. 

"Okapis are a protected species. You won't find them in the market here, but those bandit rebels are killing them off," says Flori Mandi, one of Kinshasa's market administrators. 

Not more than 30,000 Okapis are said to be remaining in Congo's forests. 

________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Service

August 11, 2003, Monday

World specialists to debate protected areas on earth

      JOHANNESBURG, Aug. 11 (Xinhua) -- "Protected areas are essential for safeguarding our future," said former   South African president Nelson Mandela and Her Majesty Queen Noor, Patrons of the Vth IUCN World Parks  Congress, who will open the major forum in the South African coastal city of Durban on  Sept. 8.

      The theme of the Vth IUCN World Parks Congress - "Benefits Beyond Boundaries" - reinforces the meeting's  focus on addressing people's needs and providing a stream of economic, political, and environmental benefits to societies worldwide. 

      Without an effective network of protected areas all these benefits - clean air and water, fertile soils, inspiring landscapes and unique wildlife - will be lost, according to the congress organizer.

      In one month, 2,500 protected area specialists and representatives from governments, local and indigenous communities, and the private sector will assemble in Durban.

      The fate of parks will be decided upon as these people will bring with them their hopes and aspirations, but  also the deciding power of their backing organizations.

      The Durban congress will be a milestone for catalyzing a renewed commitment to protected areas and spurring global action.

      The congress will develop the Durban Accord and Action Plan which will address key challenges to the protected area system and guide its development in the next decade.

      The congress will present the best - both latest and traditional - knowledge on protected areas and  biodiversity conservation, including the 2003 United Nations List of Protected Areas, jointly produced by  UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Center and the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas.

_______________________________________________________________
New Zealand Herald
Sale of Blake's boat threatens end for nature project 

08.08.2003

By CLAIRE TREVETT 

Questions hang over the future of the blakexpeditions environmental project inspired by Sir Peter Blake after the announcement that its boat, the Seamaster, is to be sold. The vessel took Sir Peter and his crew on expeditions to Antarctica and the Amazon before Sir Peter was shot and killed in December 2001. It has been at Newport, Rhode Island, in the northeastern United States for about a year since a lack of sponsorship ended crew hopes of expeditions to the Arctic, the South Pacific, Southeast Asia and a return trip to the Antarctic. With no missions in the pipeline, Lady Pippa Blake decided to sell it and told the Herald blakexpeditions could be "winding down". "We are selling the boat and that is probably the end of blakexpeditions as it was," she said. "Peter's two business partners Alan Sefton and Scott Chapman have worked very, very hard over the last year and a half to try to keep it going. "But I feel that without Peter it is hard to see it keep going and it has come to a natural end." Sir Peter's blakexpeditions business partner Alan Sefton said the sale had "serious implications" for the project, which had been seeking sponsorship for the past 15 months. "I'll be back in Britain next week, and then we will get serious about reassessing it and see whether we can make it fly. The legacy is still very powerful." He said the ideal would be to find sponsorship to buy Seamaster. But sponsorship hopes with two large companies had fallen through after the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in the US. The war in Iraq had worsened things for the project. Don Robertson - a close friend of the Blake family and a former crew member on Seamaster - said he hoped to have any offers on the boat by the end of this month. Interest had come from about a dozen people and groups from Australia, Russia, New Zealand, England and France. "I've spoken already to people who are adventurers, explorers, documentary makers, environmental documentary makers." Built in 1989, Seamaster was designed by naval architects Luc Bouvet and Olivier Petit to sail polar seas. It would be sold with much of the equipment used by the blakexpeditions crew, including dive equipment, sailing clothing, and a library of research books and documentaries. There was also polar equipment, such as sleeping bags, tents and ice-tramping and climbing equipment. Mr Sefton is in New Zealand working on a book of Sir Peter's log entries and photos. He plans to return to England next week.

 Seamaster's voyage 1997 - Sir Peter is appointed to lead the Cousteau Society, combining marine environmental work with planning for the 2000 New Zealand's America's Cup defence. 2000 - He resigns from the Cousteau Society and establishes blakexpeditions to educate people through his adventure about the world's waters. 2001 - Blakexpeditions makes its first voyage on Seamaster to the Antarctic Peninsula between January and March. 2001 - September to December - Seamaster travels up the Amazon River. December 5, 2001 - Sir Peter is killed by armed intruders who boarded Seamaster, anchored off Macapa at the mouth of the Amazon River. August 2003 - Seamaster goes up for sale. __________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Scientific research put under spotlight 

     Britain's academy of science is to set up an inquiry into how scientific research is made public. 

     It follows rows about the reliability of some studies which, although they were published in journals, were later found to have been based on false or poorly interpreted results. 

     There is also concern about organisations which make scientific claims in press releases and at media conferences but then present no evidence to support their announcements. 

     A working party for the Royal Society will look at how research information that could influence public opinion and policy is checked. 

     It may then recommend changes and some "best practice" guidelines for scientists. 

     'Gold standard' 

     Most scientific research is "peer reviewed" with other experts analysing the results before they are published in a scientific journal. 

     The process is supposed to ensure that any study's methodology is sound and that interpretation of data does not go beyond what can be reasonably justified. 

     Peer review is intended to be a "gold standard" that protects other scientists and the public from shoddy research and fraudulent claims. 

     But the system does not satisfy everyone, and there is some concern that a number of journals may be publishing research just to grab headlines in the  mainstream media. 

     "I worry it has gone to tabloid newspaper-like battles about silly things rather than focussing on the deeper issues of the science and the real benefits of what it all means," Professor Robin Lovell-Badge told the BBC. 

     The stem cell researcher resigned from the editorial board of one online journal after it published claims on human embryo clones that "had no scientific value". 

     Public impact 

     The Royal Society's vice president Sir Patrick Bateson, who will chair the working group, added: "Peer review has been criticised for being too secretive, conducted behind closed doors and assessed by anonymous referees". 

     He said it had also been suggested the process had been used by the establishment to "prevent unorthodox ideas, methods and views, regardless of their merit, from being made public". 

     But Professor Bateson stressed that peer review was a good form of insurance, and anyone who encountered a study - particularly journalists - should always ask if the science had been checked by others. 

     "Stories that get into the media that haven't been properly reviewed can do enormous damage," he said. 

     "The MMR triple vaccine was a particularly bad case where people were terrified because they thought that vaccinating their children would lead to autism, and the evidence for that was terrible." 

     Row over GM crops 

     The Royal Society panel will focus particularly on the reliability of checks on research funded by the government, large companies and pressure groups. 

     There are concerns that conflicts of interest may influence how a study is written up - the interpretation put on data could be slanted. 

     Anti-GM campaigners, for example, are deeply sceptical about the science commissioned by the UK Government to assess the impact of novel crops. 

     They believe the government is determined to push ahead with GM farming whether the public wants it or not and that the science will inevitably turn out  to be supportive. 

     Sir Patrick said scientists used peer review "almost exclusively" to publicise  findings. But he said researchers could still attract publicity "for highly  questionable results even when they offered no evidence that their research had been checked". 

     Real proof 

     This was evident earlier this year when the Raelian sect announced the births of human clones. 

     The only proof the sect's US-based company Clonaid produced to support its  assertion was a photograph of one of the children alleged to have been born in Japan. 

     Many scientists dismissed this and demanded DNA evidence. None was provided. 

     "If you publish by press conference, you are bound to allow bad research to get out into the media," Professor Bateson said. 

     The Royal Society's working group on scientific research includes leading journal editors, such as Dr Phillip Campbell from Nature and Dr Andrew Sugden from Science, as well as journalists and academics working in the field of science  communication. 

     Submissions can be made to the panel up to 26 September. 

     A "best practice" guide for scientists may then be devised. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
The National Journal

August 9, 2003

Chirac's Farmers

      You can learn a lot about European farm reforms, and what they might mean for U.S. and worldwide agriculture, by talking to  some of French President Jacques Chirac's back-fence neighbors.

      BODY:Le Cher, Correze, France -- Like the folkloric Pied Piper, Sylvie Merpillat calls softly to the tawny-hued, beefy Limosin cattle grazing in a hillside pasture on her farm near here. Perking up their ears, the bovines amble toward her, their tails swatting away clouds of pesky flies in the close July air. It's

      a scene that has been repeated in these fields for probably a  thousand years. Of more recent vintage, however, is the picturesque chateau nestled in the valley below, its roofline just visible over Merpillat's shoulder. It is the elegant summer  home of French President Jacques Chirac. This bucolic tableau,

      set against its profoundly political backdrop, is the reality of  modern rural life today in France, and in much of Europe.

      The picturesque paysage and the sturdy family farmers who inhabit it -- not the massive corporate wheat-growing operations  that fill the flatlands around Paris -- supply the romantic image of French farming repeatedly evoked by Chirac in resisting recent efforts to cut Europe's substantial farm subsidies and in

      rejecting proposals by the United States to liberalize agricultural trade. But for Merpillat, and for thousands of  small, family farmers like her, it's not the romance of farming that counts; it's the economics. And they question whether their farms can survive. 

      The Merpillat farm lies amid rolling pastures and dense forests in the Massif Central, a region of mountains and plateaus in south-central France that sits north of the Riviera and west of the Alps and the Rhone River. The area is one of the poorest and most sparsely populated in Europe's third-richest country. The challenges of sustaining a viable rural economy here are typical of those facing many parts of Europe, where  small landholders struggle to compete against bigger,  more-efficient farming operations at home and abroad.

      Farmers seek to diversify production and concentrate on value-added products, such as high-quality cheeses and beef.  (See box, p. 2558.) They encourage tourists to come to the countryside to stay and spend their euros, albeit not usually on  the grand scale of President Chirac's country estate. They use      their substantial political influence to jealously safeguard  their substantial subsidies from the European Union in Brussels. And to ensure public support for preserving rural life, they assiduously cultivate a near-mystical image of the importance of  the countryside to the soul of the French nation.

      In the life they lead, the challenges they face, and the benefits they receive, Sylvie Merpillat and her husband  Jean-Paul are typical of many of the farmers of the Massif Central. They raise 60 cows and 350 lambs on 272 acres bought by  Jean-Paul's grandfather in the 1920s. Their farm, large by local

      standards, is inefficiently split up into several parcels, some many kilometers away, a fact that raises their production costs. The Merpillats grow almost no grain or fruits and vegetables.  Instead, they concentrate their efforts on meat production. Each  of their lambs and suckler cows -- those nursing a calf --  receives an E.U. subsidy, but the size of their herd is strictly  limited by E.U. regulations.

      "Without the help we receive," said Jean-Paul, "we would operate at a loss." With such aid, the Merpillats and their  neighbors receive up to a third of their income from the European Union, and they live well. Homes have modern  conveniences, and families own well-maintained automobiles. No  grinding rural poverty exists here.

      But like farmers interviewed throughout the Massif Central in mid-July, the Merpillats view recent reforms to the E.U.'s  massive and generous farm subsidy program -- the Common Agricultural Policy, or CAP -- with confusion and trepidation.  The European Union provides French farmers with myriad financial  supports, including a subsidy for every cow they raise, a quota  on milk production that puts a floor under milk prices, plus  many export subsidies. Farmers are uncertain how the recent reform (see box, p. 2556) will make agricultural production more  responsive to market signals, whether it will affect the aid  they receive, whether it will help curb surpluses as intended, and whether it will boost land prices.

      And they are particularly concerned that the E.U., under the new reforms, intends to pay farmers a lump sum each year regardless of how much they grow or don't grow. Such a reform challenges farmers' sense of self-worth -- that they are better farmers when they produce more food. Seen from afar, said Jean-Paul, it might seem that being paid for not producing, or  for producing less, is a good deal for farmers. "But the wealth of a country is [in] what it produces," he said with emphasis. The new policy is like "walking on your head," he said, using a local expression suggesting that the world seems to have been  turned upside down.

      The Merpillats' views are important not just to France, or to their president who lives down the valley, but to the world.  French farmers are the prime beneficiaries of European farm subsidies, which are the largest in the world and which in the  past have caused big crop surpluses and big distortions of world   prices for food -- including that grown by American farmers. Past French efforts to resist CAP reforms are legendary, and      this time around France again won key concessions before accepting the changes. Moreover, in the early 1990s, French foot-dragging on farm subsidy restrictions delayed completion of the last worldwide round of trade negotiations. And French  farmers' insistence this year in the wake of the new reforms that Brussels make no further changes in E.U. farm programs will  make it all the harder for E.U. trade negotiators to show

      flexibility at the mid-September meeting of the World Trade Organization in Cancun, Mexico, where agriculture is the most  important topic on the agenda. Progress is needed in those talks if the United States has any hope of striking a bargain with Europe to curb its own expensive farm subsidies or to open up more foreign markets to U.S. agricultural products.

      In the end, global agriculture and world food trade cannot  be reformed without changes in the European Common Agricultural Policy. But to be accepted in Europe, those reforms must still work for the region's politically powerful small farmers, folks like the Merpillats in the Massif Central. On that score, the  jury is still out. And on such a tenuous base rest the fortunes  of the current Doha Round of worldwide trade negotiations.

      Productivity and Power

      France is a microcosm of the challenges facing Europe's  Common Agricultural Policy. This nation is arguably Europe's  agricultural success story, thanks in no small part to the  billions of francs, and now euros, Brussels has rained down on French farmers over the years. But France is also a case study  in the problems of rural life in modern Europe. And French  politics provide a sobering reminder of the continuing influence of European farmers, despite their dwindling numbers.

      The breadbasket of Europe, France produces 30 percent of  the total E.U. cereal harvest. The country is the world's second-ranking agricultural and food exporter, after the United  States, and the No. 1 exporter of processed foodstuffs. Thanks   to a government effort to consolidate unproductive land holdings, average French farms have tripled in size since the  1950s and are now a third larger than those in Germany and twice

      as large as farms in Spain. The payoff has been a sixfold  increase in agricultural productivity since 1980.

      Moreover, said Bertrand Hervieu, president of the National Institute of Agronomic Research in Paris, "behind the simple  facade of the French family farm is now a complex reality."  Diverse legal corporations, often made up of three generations  of the same family, hold more than half of all French farmland.      Farmers have become small entrepreneurs. They are international  traders. The Merpillats and their neighbors, for example, all  regularly export their beef to Italy. They belong to local  co-ops that manufacture their own high-quality cheeses. They run auberges, or country inns, on their farms, like the Eyrignoux family of Monceaux-sur-Dordogne near here, who feed tourists with the veal they produce and the walnuts they harvest.

      Much of this success can be traced to the Common Agricultural Policy, which was created in the early 1960s. By requiring cutbacks in dairy herds and by limiting beef production, the European Union did away with the ruinous  overproduction that had undermined prices. By boosting farm incomes by 30 percent to 50 percent with direct subsidies, the   union revived rural standards of living.

      But despite the rural turnaround, French farmers are still a dying breed. In their own kind of referendum on the future,   the young in rural areas are voting with their feet -- they are leaving. Farmers, who made up 35 percent of France's working  population in 1939, now account for 3.5 percent. The number of

      retired farmers is growing faster than the number of active ones. Rural areas have been depopulated. In Aveyron, one of the districts of the Massif Central, the population is half what it was a century ago.

      And those farmers who remain are fighting to preserve their way of life, and exercising considerable political clout to do  so. With a little fewer than a million people still making a living farming, France has the third-largest active agricultural  population in the European Union, trailing only Italy and   Germany. Most French farmers belong to one of three highly  influential farmers' organizations, which have members in nearly

      all of France's 20,000 villages. There, at the grassroots, although they account for fewer than four of every hundred   registered voters, farmers typically deliver eight of every hundred votes cast. Moreover, the French electoral system  affords farmers a disproportionate chance to become elected officials, because they can run for office in the myriad small  rural villages. Indeed, more than a third of the country's  mayors are active or retired farmers. And since members of the French Senate are elected indirectly, not by voters but by the

      municipal councils, it is not surprising that farmers are over-represented in the national upper house.

      It is little wonder then, said Hervieu, a sociologist by  training, that "to be a great French politician you have to have one foot in Paris and one in the provinces." And nowhere is this more evident than in the Massif Central. Chirac's resume, for example, includes a stint as agriculture minister. And he wasonce a deputy in the National Assembly representing Correze, at the same time he was the elected mayor of Paris.      

CAP Reform and the Massif Central

      It is within this economic and political context that the  recent fight in Europe over agricultural reform can best be  understood, and its effect on the farmers of the Massif Central  most fully appreciated.

      In the reform process, the Chirac government had one overarching goal -- to stem abandonment of the land and the depopulation of the French countryside, which traditionally has  been a bastion of support for Chirac's conservative ruling   party. To that end, the government pursued two policy  objectives. First, it wanted to preserve the current level of E.U. farm spending for the next decade at least. Second, it wanted to retain the bureaucratic tools necessary to deal with  temporary market crises, including the ability to link at least

      some farm payments to the volume of food produced. (During the mad-cow disease scare in the late 1990s, French officials used adjustments in suckler-cow payments as a means of helping farmers. They want such policy options in the future.)

      Paris argues that it achieved its goals, and many experts agree. Hervieu says that under the reforms, Chirac succeeded in fending off new farm budget cuts for a decade. "They won on the volume of funding," Hervieu said. "Thus France remains the major beneficiary of CAP money." But he points out that the French

      government had to give ground on what Europeans call "decoupling," that is, disconnecting farm subsidies from the  amount of crops, animals, and foodstuffs produced. No longer will farmers in Europe necessarily get more government support because they produce more.

      And that's what worries the farmers of the Massif Central.  Beginning no later than 2007, farm payments -- all of which come  out of the E.U. budget -- will be at least partially de-coupled from output. The degree of de-coupling is up to individual  member states. The Chirac government says that all of the  suckler-cow payments to French farmers will remain linked to production (a nod to the needs of Chirac's Correze constituents). But it says that half the sheep subsidy will be  decoupled, as will 60 percent of the premium now paid to farmers

      when they send a cow to slaughter. And the floor that keeps  prices for dairy products from falling too low -- that price at which the government will intervene in the market and buy up production -- will be cut by 25 percent for butter and 15 percent for milk powder over the next four years.

      Since implementation of the CAP reforms is still a few years away, its ultimate effect on French farming is anyone's   guess. But Pollyanna forecasts are hard to find, and Chicken Little prognostications are a dime a dozen.

      "This reform is the end of a common European agricultural policy," warned Claude Soude, chief of the international service of the FNSEA, the largest French farmers union.

      Sylvain Lambert, an adviser to the French minister of agriculture, said, "The more difficult the growing conditions [such as in the Massif Central], the greater the fear that the reform may have an [adverse] impact."

      That is certainly the sentiment of J. Claude Sartes, a successful dairy farmer near Roffiac in the Cantal district of  the Massif Central. Milk from his 50 Holsteins goes to make the Riches Monts cheese. His trade association of French milk producers, the CNIEL, forecasts that milk prices will drop by 16 percent because of the CAP reforms, but a parallel fall in feed prices and a rise in consumption and productivity will shield      milk producers from harm. Sartes isn't buying it. He and fellow dairy farmers believe that middlemen -- the giant companies that  process and distribute food -- will reap the benefits of reform, leaving farmers holding the bag. "We will be punished by these"cuts in the intervention price for dairy products, he said. "For this region, it's a catastrophe."

      Sartes's fears are widespread. "Cantal has no way of surviving," warned Patrick Escure, president of the FDSEA, the  local Cantal branch of the largest national farmers union. "If the reforms go forward, it will affect production. You will no longer have an incentive to produce."

      Some farmers here are already blaming Chirac for changes that have yet to take place. "He did not fight for us," Sartes declared. Chant al Cor, president of the milk producers' section of the largest local farmers union in Cantal, agreed. "Any true farmer thinks they were sold out," she said.

      So going forward, the stakes are high for Chirac, both in the success or failure of these reforms and in what further changes may be necessary to European agriculture because of the pressure from current global trade talks.

      Setting the Stage for Cancun

      The first test for the CAP reforms will come at the  September trade ministers' meeting in Cancun.

      The Doha Round's latest talks have been hung up for 18  months, in large part because of differences over agriculture. The Bush administration initially proposed elimination of all farm export subsidies, drastic cuts in domestic agricultural support, and significant market opening for foreign farm  products. The European Union countered with a more modest offer. Neither side was giving ground until the recent CAP reform, which has made it easier for Brussels to maneuver.

      "We made a move," E.U. agricultural minister Franz Fischler told National Journal in mid-July. "Now the ball is in the camp  of the others." Fischler has offered a 60 percent cut in trade-distorting E.U. farm subsidies, and elimination of export  subsidies on some farm products, and he says he would consider granting more access to the E.U. market for some foreign farm goods. If Washington responds in kind, a negotiating      breakthrough in Cancun could result.

      Such talk makes French farmers nervous. They realize that any chance they have of rolling back recent CAP reforms -- as  American farmers did with the 2002 farm bill, which reversed the U.S. equivalent of European decoupling embodied in the 1996  Freedom to Farm Act -- will be lost if Brussels has to bind its

      current reforms into a WTO agreement. At that point, any European backtracking on farm liberalization would expose the European Union to trade retaliation. European farmers say they can learn to live with the current reforms, but they don't want to give up any more of their support at Cancun.

      "We gave too much on decoupling," said Patrick Benezit, a cattle raiser and a member of the board of France's national cattlemen's association. "So what happens in Cancun is really important. We shouldn't give up anything on export subsidies or market access."

      Jean-Paul Jamet, director of the CNIEL, the French milk producers' association, agrees. "We need to maintain export subsidies for at least 10 years," he said, before his members, including Sartes and Cor in the Massif Central, won't need such  help.

      Such sentiments should set off alarm bells in Washington. Going forward, the most important farm policy developments may not be what Europeans gave up in the recent CAP reform, but what political constraints such efforts impose on future reform and what ingenious ways Brussels devises to help its farmers in the

      future.

      Watchful Fatalism

      The farmers of the Massif Central are predominantly Catholic and long respectful of tradition and authority. They are generally faithful to central power and whoever is running  Paris, be it the leaders of the French Revolution or, more  recently, the past two French presidents -- Chirac and his  predecessor Francois Mitterrand -- who both came from the region.

      In the past six months, people all over France took to the streets to protest proposed changes in retirement benefits,school policy, and cultural life. But nobody in the Massif Central demonstrated against CAP reform. Farmers here express  fatalism about these changes. They don't generally like them, but they feel they have little choice but to accept them. "We see it as a defeat," said Escure, "but what can you do?"

      Nevertheless, the Massif Central was also the center of the French Resistance during World War II. "When the stakes are high for their survival," warned one E.U. official from the region, these people "will push and push and push."

      So the risks for Chirac and his farming neighbors are many.   If the CAP reforms succeed in making European agricultural  production more responsive to market signals without destroying  small farmers in the process, the European Union will be in a  position to liberalize trade in the Doha Round. If the farmers

      of the Massif Central and in other parts of Europe find their ay of life threatened, hopes for a breakthrough in Cancun and beyond may be illusory.

      (Research for this article was supported by the German Marshall Fund of the United States, where the author is a journalism fellow.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

12 August 2003
General Environmental news

Floods wreak havoc in southern Sudan 

Khartoum, Sudan (PANA) - Flash floods have devastated the Rubbkona and Bentiu localities of Unity State in Sudan's Western Upper Nile Region, the state-run commission for humanitarian aid announced here Monday. The Commission said 700 families were displaced as the floods swept dwellings and property in recent days. Deputy commissioner Abdulwahhab Ahmed appealed to UN agencies for emergency aid, while warning of imminent floods in South Sudan's Eastern Upper Nile Region as the water level continued to rise in the Sobat River. "Heavy rains have also been reported in the Ethiopian districts bordering Sudan, thus increasing the chances of devastating spills in the Sobat River," Ahmed indicated. He said meteorologists also predict heavy rainfall in the area in the coming days. The floods in the south came just a week after the Gash River burst its banks and swept nearly all of Kasala town in Eastern Sudan, leaving scores dead and thousands homeless.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007529&dte=11/08/2003
Heavy rains kill three in Mauritania 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Heavy rains in several towns and villages southeast of Mauritania last Friday and Saturday left three people dead, injured several more and caused extensive damage to property, sources confirmed here yesterday. The towns of Timbedra, Tamcheket and Tintane were hardest hit, the sources said. The three deaths, including one child, were reported in Timbedra, more than 1,000 km east of Nouakchott. In the Guidimakha region at the border with Senegal and Mali, several people were wounded. Extensive damage was also reported in the towns of Tamcheket and Tintane in the region of Western Hodh, where houses, markets, dams and dykes were destroyed. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007527&dte=11/08/2003
Drought Hitting Hard in Kunene

The Namibian (Windhoek): COMMUNITIES in the Kunene Region are starting to feel the effects of the drought. Livestock are virtually dying by the day, with the biggest problem being grazing rather than water. In many areas there is no grass left, but the springs are still running. However, communities digging for water have a problem. Many water holes have dried up because of this year's poor rains. When The Namibian visited the region recently, Chairman of the Orupembe conservancy described the drought as very bad. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308110811.html
Turning Hot Air into Power

African Eye News Service (Nelspruit): All the talk about saving the planet is often just hot air, but in rural KwaZulu-Natal, it literally is about hot air. Residents of Maphephetheni in Ndwedwe outside Durban are converting cow dung and human waste into biogas to fuel a local school. The village is too remote to feature on the Ethekwini municipality's power grid so it's being used as a R250 000 pilot project to provide a cost-effective alternative to conventional electricity. Two 20 000-litre biogas digester units have been installed at Meyka High School by Solar Engineering Systems to provide the school of 860 pupils with electricity that also powers the new computer laboratory and provides gas for the science laboratory. Excess gas is used for domestic use. Director of Solar Engineering Systems, Will Cawood, said a domestic biogas digester unit could produce energy for an entire family's cooking needs. "Biogas is a totally under-utilised resource in South Africa," said Cawood. It would cost between R5 000 and R8 000 to install, but would pay for itself within two to three years, thereafter providing free fuel, he said. He said biogas is already a cheap source of energy used widely in developing countries like China, Nepal and India.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308110978.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the news

Le Monde, 8 août: “Faire face à l'agression climatique”

Canicules et inondations se succèdent, tempêtes et sécheresses se combinent. L'alternance rapprochée de catastrophes dites naturelles provoque une spirale de déséquilibres. Le nombre de victimes silencieuses et anonymes s'accroît. Les dégâts sur l'écosystème planétaire s'intensifient. Ils entraînent un cortège d'épidémies résurgentes, d'immigrations forcées, de réfugiés sans issue, de désertification massive, d'appauvrissement des sols, d'épuisement des rendements, de pénurie d'eau, de destruction des forêts, d'extinction des espèces...

Réagissant à cette tragédie qui mine la modernité, Sir John Houghton, ancien président de l'Office britannique de météorologie, n'hésite pas à se référer à l'actualité la plus explosive, qualifiant d'"arme de destruction massive au moins aussi dangereuse que les armes chimiques, nucléaires ou biologiques" le réchauffement climatique. "Comme le terrorisme, cette arme ne connaît pas de frontières", a-t-il récemment dit au Guardian.

La communauté scientifique, quant à elle, s'interroge encore sur l'origine du phénomène. A quoi ou à qui doit-on le retournement climatique ? A un de ces soubresauts naturels de la machine terrestre qui, à l'échelle de l'histoire géologique, ont déjà précipité des changements spectaculaires à coups de glaciations ou de réchauffements ? Ou à l'espèce humaine et à ses activités ? Les études tendent à montrer que la seconde hypothèse est la plus probable. Les rapports de la Commission intergouvernementale sur les changements climatiques (IPCC) de l'ONU, l'autorité la plus fiable en la matière, se font de plus en plus précis et accusateurs.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,330036,00.html?query=IPCC&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=785+134
Environment News 

Le Figaro, 11 August: “Des experts de 100 pays réunis à Stockholm pour la Semaine de l'eau”

STOCKHOLM (AFP) - Des experts et dirigeants d'une centaine de pays débattront cette semaine à Stockholm des mesures nécessaires pour garantir de meilleures ressources en eau dans le monde, a annoncé l'Institut international de l'eau de Stockholm…..Boerge Brende, ministre norvégien de l'Environnement et président de la 12e session de la commission des Nations Unies pour le développement durable, ainsi que les ministres responsables des ressources en eau de l'Ouzbékistan, du Kenya, de l'Ouganda, de l'Inde, de Jordanie et de l'Iran doivent notamment intervenir cette semaine.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030810105934.0ec0wx6k.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Welcoming Taylor’s resignation, Annan hopes nightmare is over for Liberians

*
UN envoy heads to Liberia to plan response to dire humanitarian situation

*
Annan condemns Hezbollah shelling Israel, urges restraint by all parties

*
UN envoy back in Baghdad after consulting with Egypt on Iraq’s future

*
In Egypt, UN envoy finds support for reconstruction of Iraq

*
UN suspends missions in two Afghan border districts following attacks

*
Afghanistan: disarmament exercise to start in Sholgara, UN reports

*
UN mission continues rollout of Bangladeshi troops in northeast DR of Congo

*
Sudan: UN agencies and partners launch $8.6 million appeal for flood victims

*
UN treaty to fight corruption worldwide should be ready by autumn

*
South Africa: UN official lauds decision to provide citizens with AIDS drugs

*
World airline passenger traffic set to rebound in 2004 – UN aviation agency

* * * *

Liberia

11 August – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the decision of Liberian President Charles Taylor to resign office, hoping that it marked the beginning of the end of the “long nightmare” of the people of the war-torn West African country.

In a statement issued in New York, a UN spokesperson said the Secretary-General “expects that [Mr. Taylor] will immediately leave Liberia as promised” and that he “strongly urges all parties in Liberia to observe the ceasefire, and to allow humanitarian assistance to reach the population in all parts of the country.”

The Secretary General also urged all Member States to give “whatever assistance they can to the Liberian people in restoring security and stability, notably by supporting and contributing to the multinational force authorized by the Security Council,” said spokesperson Hua Jiang.

Noting the progress achieved by the Liberian parties in the negotiations in Accra, Ghana, Ms. Jiang said Mr. Annan believes that all the parties should now make every effort to reach agreement quickly on a process leading to a transitional government which can bring about national reconciliation, and in due course, enable the Liberian people to choose a fully representative leadership through free and fair elections. 

The spokesperson said the Secretary-General also wished to express his appreciation for the efforts made by African leaders – notably Presidents Joachim Chissano of Mozambique, John Kufuor of Ghana, Thabo Mbeki of South Africa and Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria – to resolve the crisis. She added that Mr. Annan thanked President Obasanjo in particular for the “timely deployment” of Nigerian peacekeeping troops, and the former Nigerian Head of State, General Abdelsalami Abubakar, for his able facilitation of the Accra talks.

“He hopes that the regional leaders will remain closely engaged, and will do whatever they can to maintain stability and help Liberians reach a peaceful resolution of their differences.” 

* * *

Liberia

11 August – With the long-awaited political transition underway to end hostilities in Liberia, the top United Nations envoy for the West African country is headed there to work with regional leaders on a strategy to save an estimated 1 million people on the brink of a humanitarian disaster.

Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, is scheduled to leave tomorrow for the region, where he will meet with leaders and other concerned States, as well as UN and other organizations to respond to what he said is the dire humanitarian consequences of the war.

If security conditions permit, a humanitarian team led by Deputy UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie is expected to go into the capital Monrovia tomorrow. An advance humanitarian team is at the airport today preparing for the return of the UN country team.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that a humanitarian team was able to visit a site for some 17,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and that the camps lack clean water supplies, shelter and cooking materials. Diarrhoeal diseases are prevalent and there are concerns that mosquito borne disease could also spread quickly.

The UN refugee agency is moving back into Monrovia with senior and emergency staff, as well as basic relief supplies. Staff have already taken one-day test flights into the city – first to assess the situation at the airport and then around the city. Security and logistics officers are presently on the ground, together with security staff from other UN agencies, assessing the practicality of sending in more staff and supplies. Upon its full return, the agency plans to help up to 300,000 Sierra Leonean and Ivoirian refugees, as well as displaced and returning Liberians.

Today, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees’ (UNHCR) regular flight into Monrovia, which was suspended in June when fighting escalated, left with food and some equipment for the agency’s office in the city. Tuesday will see 13 high-ranking officials of various UN agencies flying in to mark the resumption of humanitarian operations there. On Wednesday, UNHCR will send in an aircraft with two additional international emergency staff as well as urgent supplies such as fuel and other equipment for its office.

In other news, the airlift by the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) from Freetown to Monrovia continued today. Six tons of ammunition, one armoured personnel carrier (APC), one truck and one land rover were flown in today. No soldiers were airlifted today because the priority is to send in supplies and equipment.

* * *

Middle East

11 August – Strongly condemning Hezbollah’s shelling of Israel from Lebanon, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged all governments with influence over the group to “deter it from any further actions which could increase the tension in the area” and called upon the Israeli Government to exercise utmost restraint.

The Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, met with Lebanese Foreign Minister Jean Obeid today to discuss the serious situation along the Blue Line separating the two countries.

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the current escalation in the area and calls upon all parties involved to fully respect the Blue Line,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement released yesterday.

Hezbollah’s shelling, which killed a 16-year-old Israeli and wounded four other civilians in the town of Shlomi, “represents a serious violation of the Blue Line and of Security Council resolutions,” Mr. Annan added.

The statement was the Secretary-General’s second expression of concern over rising tension along the Blue Line in three days. On Friday he urged “the parties involved to avoid further actions which will increase the tensions in this sensitive and volatile area” following a Hezbollah-initiated exchange of fire at the eastern end of the line.

After his meeting in Beirut, Mr. de Mistura told reporters that the UN was appealing to all sides to stop a potential escalation, both in anti-aircraft fire from Lebanon and in overflights from Israel.

He noted that both activities were wrong, but added that “they are not equivalent,” since the anti-aircraft fire from Lebanon yesterday resulted in the first civilian victim since Israel’s withdrawal from Lebanon three years ago.

* * *

Iraq

11 August – Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, is back in Baghdad after a weekend visit to Egypt, where he met with Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Maher and Arab League Secretary-General Amr Moussa as part of his consultations with Iraq’s neighbours on the UN role there.

Yesterday, he exchanged views with Mr. Moussa on the Iraqi Governing Council, set up by the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority and regarded by Mr. Mello as a valid partner for the UN.
On Saturday, Mr. Vieira de Mello discussed with Mr. Maher the importance of ensuring close links between Iraq and its neighbours and ways in which the region can assist the Iraqi people in their quest for the full restoration of their sovereignty and the rebuilding of their country.
On the humanitarian front, in the northern Iraqi town of Erbil yesterday, Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the UN Office of the Iraq Programme, told reporters that, despite the difficulties it had faced, the Oil-for-Food programme has been the largest humanitarian programme in UN history and he was proud of what it had achieved.

Asked about allegations of mismanagement and corruption, he said that after almost 100 audit reports, both internal and external, nobody has ever been able to prove any misappropriation of funds administered by the UN. Mr. Sevan is meeting with the local authorities in northern Iraq, after which he will travel to Baghdad.

Under the programme, to be phased out by 21 November, the sanctions-bound government of Saddam Hussein was allowed to sell oil for food and humanitarian supplies. It served as the sole source of sustenance for 60 per cent of Iraq’s estimated 27 million people.

* * *

Iraq

9 August – The top United Nations envoy to Baghdad today held talks in Cairo with senior Egyptian officials, who expressed support for the world body’s role in the reconstruction of Iraq.

Following a meeting with Foreign Minister Ahmed Maher, Sergio Vieira de Mello told a press conference that they had discussed “what Egypt can do to reinforce the role of the United Nations, which is one of Egypt’s priorities, as well as assist the people of Iraq and the governing council of Iraq that manage this extremely difficult and painful transition that the Iraqi people are going through.”

The envoy, who is currently touring a number of countries in the region, said he aimed to provide “an impartial, an independent assessment of the situation in Iraq.”

Asked to evaluate the response of neighbouring States, Mr. Vieira de Mello said it had been “extremely positive,” citing “unanimous support for a central role of the United Nations in this transition and beyond.”

Iraq’s neighbours, he added, “see the UN playing a supportive role in political terms but also in the reconstruction of democratic institutions respectful of the human rights of the Iraqi people,” who currently face widespread lawlessness.

Insecurity, he pointed out, was “further aggravated by the decision Saddam Hussein took in October of last year of emptying his prisons – obviously not of political prisoners – of common law criminals, so what you have is tens of thousands of criminals on the loose in Iraq and particularly in large urban areas.” Those people, he noted, “are responsible for attacks against women, for robbery, for assassinations.”

“It will take time to resolve this problem,” he stressed, “because you know as I do that the Iraqi police force has collapsed – it was ineffective anyway – and a new security force needs to be created and this does not happen in a matter of weeks.”

Emphasizing the UN’s impartial stance, he said “the mandate we have from the Security Council is to assert the independent role of the United Nations, and all Iraqis will tell you that this is exactly what we have been doing.”

Relations with Washington have been “good, at the working level, from day one,” the envoy replied to a question. “Security Council resolution 1483 requires the UN to cooperate with the coalition authority, and that is what we have done, with a single purpose in mind, which are the interests of the Iraqi people and the need to bring the occupation of Iraq to an end as quickly as possible and the full restoration of Iraqi sovereignty and dignity as quickly as possible.”

On the political process, he noted the need to organize democratic elections sometime in 2004. “We already have an electoral team in Iraq as we speak, they will be there at the disposal of all Iraqi political parties, of all the members of the Iraqi governing council, and beyond, and very soon we will start helping the Iraqis prepare those elections,” he said. “[W]e are already playing that central role because it is out of these elections that a legitimate, democratic and internationally recognized government will emerge.”

While in Cairo, Mr. Vieira de Mello was also scheduled to hold talks with President Hosni Mubarak and Arab League Secretary-General Amr Moussa.

* * *

Afghanistan

11 August – The United Nations has suspended all missions to two border districts in southern Afghanistan following a series of attacks there last week on humanitarian workers and Afghan soldiers.

The areas concerned are in Helmand and Kandahar provinces. There are also currently no missions to Uruzgan and Zabul or to northern Helmand, except to Lashkar Gah or northern Kandahar, a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), David Singh, said in Kabul, the Afghan capital.

Last Tuesday, 10 Afghan staff of the non-governmental organization (NGO) Coordination Humanitarian Assistance (CHA) were severely beaten by armed men and tied up in their project office in Maiwand district of Kandahar when they refused to release the keys to their newly purchased vehicles. The attackers burned three vehicles.

On Thursday, 40 suspected terrorists attacked the district commissioner’s office in Dishu district of Helmand, killing six Afghan soldiers and one Afghan staff member of the NGO Mercy Corps who were sleeping there.

* * *

Afghanistan

10 August – A United Nations spokesman in Afghanistan today reported that disarmament exercises would soon commence in Sholgara – an area rumoured to be blighted by growing instability.

“There are unconfirmed reports of increasing numbers [of] armed people in Sholgara and about the construction of a military checkpoint just outside the city,” David Singh told the press in Kabul. The situation is being investigated.

The decision to start weapons collection next Saturday was taken at a recent meeting of the Mazar Security Commission, according to Mr. Singh, who noted that regional commanders “have also agreed not return to Sholgara until after the disarmament has been completed,” and to continue reporting daily to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan.

The spokesman stressed that the various disarmament exercises taking place in the north “are not to be confused, linked or associated with the national disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) process which is planned for the future.” Conflict resolution measures in the north “are part of a voluntary initiative undertaken by the various factions under the mantle of the Security Commission, which UNAMA helps to facilitate.”

Elaborating on the security picture in Afghanistan, he noted in response to questions that elements in the south “seem bent on destabilizing the government [and] are not aligned to any particular faction as you have in the north.” 

Tension in the south is linked to the difficulty of getting relief supplies into the area. “Insecurity is out there and it is affecting aid operations to the detriment of the Afghan people,” he said. “It is an issue that the UN is concerned with and it is one that we would like to see improved.”

Offering a long-range perspective, he said, “This has been a problem from day one and ultimately the solution to this is the Afghan army which is being trained at the moment, 70,000 strong.” This process will require three to four years, he added.

He also called attention to the need for a neutral Afghan police force. “As with the army, there are efforts underway to restructure, reform and rebuild the police and this is all part of overall reform of the security sector.”

At the same time, he cautioned that these measures would take time to implement. “Afghanistan is coming out of 23 years of war and it is coming out of a situation where the institutions have all fallen apart, where there’s no functioning army and no functioning police force,” he said. “There has to be a concerted effort by the government, by the UN, by the international community to erase these negative factors and to create a climate where Afghans can feel that they’re getting benefits – that they no longer have to live in fear or live under the rule of the gun.”

* * *

DR of Congo

11 August – The United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) continues to expand its security presence in the country’s volatile northeast with the deployment of 250 Bangladeshi troops attached to its task force in Ituri.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported that the soldiers arrived in Bunia from Bangladesh yesterday, to expand the contingent of the UN mission there, which must replace the multinational forces on 1 September.

In late May, the Security Council authorized the deployment of a French-led international emergency force to help stabilize the situation in the resource rich area, where ethnic clashes between Lendu and Hema clans had killed more than 400 people since late Spring. Fighting in remote areas of the region has continued, even though a new power-sharing transitional government was installed last month in the capital Kinshasa.

With the arrival of the new troops, “MONUC II,” whose mandate recently was extended by the Council, currently counts about 730 Bangladeshis in the field.

Today, MONUC chief William Swing will meet Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni in Kampala to discuss the situation in the Ituri region.

* * *

Sudan

11 August – United Nations humanitarian agencies and their non-governmental organization (NGO) partners launched today in Khartoum, an $8.6 million appeal to assist some 100,000 people left homeless by severe floods in the Sudan.
The humanitarian appeal is intended to meet the needs of people in Kassala, some 280 kilometres northwest of the capital, Khartoum, as well as other affected areas. Excessive rainfall in the Eritrean highlands, along with localized rains, caused the River Gash to burst its banks on 29 July, flooding both the eastern and western parts of Kassala.

Thirteen deaths and 56 injuries were confirmed by an assessment conducted in the area last week. Some 7,515 houses were completely destroyed while an additional 6,022 suffered partial damage.

The city’s hospital and 17 health clinics were also damaged, while 86 schools were closed down.

* * *

Corruption

11 August – A United Nations treaty to combat corruption worldwide should be ready by the autumn, following major breakthroughs in negotiations on the return of assets obtained through bribery and embezzlement to the country of origin, and on a broad series of preventive measures, the UN office in Vienna announced today.

The progress came at the sixth session of the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of a Convention against Corruption in Vienna from 21 July to 9 August. The panel is scheduled to meet again on 22 September to settle several elements of the draft that still need to be elaborated before the treaty is submitted to the UN General Assembly for final approval.

“We are very close to an agreement,” said Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the Vienna-based UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). “Indeed, the session achieved major breakthroughs on the most politically sensitive issues: a clear sign that Member States – all of them, rich and poor countries, whether having a history of corruption or not – want this Convention, and they want it very badly.

“That gives us grounds for optimism that the negotiations will be successfully completed in September, so the Convention will be presented to the General Assembly this fall, and subsequently to the Ministerial Signing Conference to be held in Merida, Mexico, from 9 to 11 December,” he added.

The requirement for Member States to return assets obtained through bribery and embezzlement to the country of origin represents a new fundamental principle in international treaties. In a number of countries, corruption has led to the depletion of national wealth. Some of those countries, whose former dictators have stolen hundreds of millions, or even billions, of dollars, have made a great contribution in the search for new rules, including the Philippines and Nigeria.

The agreement on preventive measures includes norms of conduct for public officials, greater transparency based on public access to information on government businesses, and stricter procurement regulations and measures against money laundering.

Progress was also made on other outstanding issues, including dual criminality – whether a particular action has to be considered a crime in both countries in order for the latter to cooperate, and differences over the definition of “public official.”

Once adopted, the treaty will enhance cooperation between governments and help standardize the way in which individual countries deal with corruption in their national legislation.

* * *

South Africa

11 August – The top United Nations official for AIDS today welcomed the South African Government’s decision to provide antiretroviral treatment to all the people living with HIV in the country, saying the resolution brings hope for millions of people and their families.

“The decision by President [Thabo] Mbeki and his Cabinet exemplifies the leadership needed to reverse the global HIV/AIDS epidemic,” Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), said in a statement issued in Geneva.

“South Africa’s response to AIDS now enters a critical new phase – one that is characterized by strong political commitment, a dynamic grass roots movement, more funding, and scaling up of prevention and treatment programmes,” Dr. Piot said, adding that the new nationwide initiative “will make that country’s fight against AIDS truly comprehensive, with treatment complementing prevention efforts.”

UNAIDS also commends the tireless efforts of South Africans living with HIV and their allies in civil society in promoting a comprehensive approach to prevention and treatment, Dr. Piot added.

He said the UN system stood ready to provide support to the South African Government as it develops and implements the initiative.

* * *

Air travel

11 August – World airline passenger traffic is forecast to rebound with 4.4 per cent growth in 2004 and 6.3 per cent in 2005 following three years of decline or stagnation, thanks to a gradual restoration of confidence and an improving world economy, the United Nations aviation agency said today.

In 2001, domestic and international scheduled passenger traffic, measured in terms of passenger-kilometres performed (PKPs), fell by 2.9 per cent as a result of a slowing world economy and the 11 September terrorist attacks against the United States, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) noted.

These effects continued into last year and were intensified by the build up to war in Iraq; traffic last year grew only marginally, by 0.4 per cent. Traffic fell in the first part of this year because of the war and particularly the impact of concerns regarding Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). Recovery is now under way and traffic for 2003 is expected to be about the same as last year.

The ICAO forecasts assume gradual restoration of passenger confidence in international travel, improved application and facilitation of aviation security measures, an improving world economy and a stable operating environment. In the longer term, global scheduled passenger traffic growth can be expected to proceed at an average annual rate of around 4 per cent, slightly lower than pre-2001 trend projections and with about a three year time lag.

Traffic development will vary by geographical region because of the impact of local, intra- and inter-regional factors. Traffic development of both North American and European carriers is stabilizing, with an expected “zero growth” in 2003 before recovery gets fully under way in 2004 and 2005. North American carriers were hardest hit by the shrinking demand following 11 September 2001, and their passenger traffic is expected to recover to year 2000 levels only by 2004.

Scheduled passenger traffic of airlines based in Asia/Pacific, which were generally hardest hit by the effects SARS had on travel, is expected to decline by 0.8 per cent in 2003 but to recover at the rates of 4.9 per cent and 6.8 per cent for the years 2004 and 2005. Carriers of Africa, the Middle East and Latin America and the Caribbean are forecast to achieve moderate passenger traffic growth in 2003, with increased growth from 2004 onwards.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman

           The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on the departure of

     President Taylor.

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the decision of President Charles Taylor to resign office, and expects that he will immediately leave Liberia, as he had promised to do.  The Secretary-General hopes that this development may at last mark the beginning of the end of the long nightmare of the Liberian people; and, with that in mind, he strongly  urges all parties in Liberia to observe the ceasefire, and to allow humanitarian assistance to reach the population in all parts of the country.

           “He also urges all Member States to give whatever assistance they can to the Liberian people in restoring

     security and stability, notably by supporting and contributing to the multinational force authorized by the Security  Council.

           “The Secretary-General notes the progress achieved by the Liberian parties in the negotiations in Accra, and  believes that all of them should now make every effort to reach agreement quickly on a process leading to a

     transitional government which can bring about national reconciliation, and in due course enable the Liberian people to  choose a fully representative leadership through free and fair elections.

           “He wishes to express his appreciation for the efforts made by African leaders –- notably Presidents Chissano,  Kufuor, Mbeki and Obasanjo -– to resolve the crisis.  He particularly thanks President Obasanjo for the timely  deployment of Nigerian peacekeeping troops, and the former Nigerian head of State, General Abubakar, for his able facilitation of the Accra talks.  He hopes that the regional leaders will remain closely engaged, and will do whatever  they can to maintain stability and help Liberians reach a peaceful resolution of their differences.”

           And we have copies available upstairs.

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, is expected to leave tomorrow for  the region, where he will meet with regional leaders and other concerned States, as well as UN and other     organizations.  Klein says the immediate challenge is to respond to the dire humanitarian consequences of the war.

           If security conditions permit, a humanitarian team led by Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn

     McAskie is expected to go into Monrovia tomorrow.  An advance humanitarian team is at the Monrovia airport today preparing for the return of the UN Country Team.

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that a humanitarian team was able to visit a site for some 17,000 internally displaced persons and that the camps lack clean water supplies, shelter and cooking materials.  Diarrheal diseases are prevalent and there are concerns that mosquito borne disease could also spread  quickly.

           The airlift by the UN Mission in Sierra Leone from Freetown to Monrovia continues.  Six tons of ammunition,  one armoured personnel carrier, one truck and one landrover were flown in today.  No soldiers were airlifted today,  because the priority now is to send in supplies and equipment.

           **Israel-Lebanon

           We put out a statement yesterday, saying that the Secretary-General strongly condemned the shelling of

     anti-aircraft missiles by Hezbollah into Israel that cost the life of a 16-year-old Israeli and wounded four other civilians in  the town of Shlomi.  This represents a serious violation of the “Blue Line” and of the Security Council’s resolutions. 

           The Secretary-General extended his sincere condolences and sympathy to the families of the victims.  He is  deeply concerned by the current escalation in the area and calls upon all parties involved to fully respect the Blue  Line.  He urges all governments that have influence on Hezbollah to deter it from any further actions which could increase the tension in the area.  Meanwhile, he calls upon the Government of Israel to exercise utmost restraint.  We have copies of that statement upstairs.

           Today, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, met with Lebanese Foreign Minister Jean Obeid to discuss the serious situation along the Blue Line.  He told reporters     afterwards that the United Nations was appealing to all sides to stop a potential escalation, both in anti-aircraft fire from Lebanon and in overflights from Israel.

           He noted that both activities are wrong, but added that “they are not equivalent”, since the anti-aircraft fire from

     Lebanon yesterday resulted in the first civilian victim since Israel’s withdrawal from Lebanon three years ago.  We have  a press release on his comments upstairs.

           **Iraq –- Vieira de Mello

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, returned last night to Baghdad after a two-day visit to Egypt, where he met with Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Maher and Arab League  Secretary-General Amr Moussa.

           On Saturday, Vieira de Mello and Maher discussed the UN role in Iraq, the importance of ensuring close links  between Iraq and its neighbours and ways in which the region can assist the Iraqi people in their quest for the full  restoration of their sovereignty and the rebuilding of their country.

           On Sunday, the Special Representative and the Arab League Secretary-General exchanged views on the Iraqi Governing Council.

           We have upstairs the transcript of a press conference that Vieira de Mello held Saturday while in Cairo, in

     which he told the press that he was explaining the role of the Governing Council and why it deserves to be given a  chance by Arab nations.

           He said that, whatever happens in Iraq, there is a need to organize free, fair and truly democratic elections

     there sometime in 2004.  He noted that the United Nations already has an electoral team in Iraq, which will soon begin  to help the Iraqis prepare for the elections.

           **Iraq -- Sevan

           Yesterday in the northern Iraqi town of Erbil, Benon Sevan, the Executive Director of the Office of the Iraq  Programme, told a group of journalists that, despite the difficulties it had faced, the “oil-for-food” program has been the largest humanitarian program in the history of the United Nations and added that he was proud of what it had achieved.

           Asked about the allegations of mismanagement and corruption, he said that, after almost 100 audit reports,

     both internal and external, nobody has ever been able to prove any misappropriation of funds administered by the  United Nations.  Sevan is meeting with the local authorities in northern Iraq, after which he will travel to Baghdad.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan said that it had suspended all missions to two border districts in southern

     Afghanistan following a series of attacks there last week on humanitarian workers and Afghan soldiers.

           The areas concerned are in Helmand and Kandahar provinces.  There are also currently no missions to

     Uruzgan and Zabul or to northern Helmand, except to Lashkar Gah or northern Kandahar. 

           Last Tuesday, 10 Afghan staff of the non-governmental organization (NGO) Coordination Humanitarian

     Assistance were severely beaten by armed men.  On Thursday, 40 suspected terrorists attacked the district

     commissioner’s office in Dishu district of Helmand, killing six Afghan soldiers and one Afghan staff member of the  NGO Mercy Corps who were sleeping there.

           We have in the Spokesman’s office copies of the briefing notes from Kabul.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has scheduled no consultations or meetings today.

           The exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the Security Council President on the

     appointment of Alvaro de Soto as the Special Representative for Western Sahara is out today.

           **Congo

           Yesterday, 250 soldiers from Bangladesh arrived in Bunia in the north-east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), to expand the contingent of the UN mission there, which must replace the multinational deployed forces  on the first of September of this year.

           With the arrival of the new troops, the UN Mission, whose mandate recently was extended by the Security

     Council, currently counts about 730 Bangladeshis in the field.

           Today, Special Representative of the Secretary-General William Swing will meet Ugandan President Yoweri  Museveni in Kampala to discuss the situation in the Ituri Region.

           **Sudan

           Today in Khartoum, UN humanitarian agencies and their NGO partners launched an $8.6 million appeal for  humanitarian assistance to Sudan.  The appeal is intended to meet the needs of some 100,000 people in Sudan’s Kassala state and other areas of Sudan affected by severe flooding.

           Excessive rainfall in the Eritrean highlands along with localized rains in Kassala state caused the River Gash  to burst its banks on 29 July, flooding both the eastern and western parts of Kassala city.

           A detailed flood damage assessment was conducted in the area last week, which confirmed 13 deaths and 56  injuries because of the flooding, as well as the total destruction of an estimated 7,515 houses and partial destruction of  an additional 6,000 houses.

           **Corruption

           Major breakthroughs were achieved during the sixth session of the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of a  Convention against Corruption, held in Vienna through last Saturday, including an agreement on the recovery of assets  resulting from corruption and on a broad scope of preventive measures.

           The Ad Hoc Committee, negotiating the treaty, worked until 4 a.m. on Saturday, before running out of time.  It  then decided to meet again on 22 September, in order to settle several elements of the draft that still need to be elaborated before the Convention is submitted to the General Assembly for final approval.  We have more details in a  press release from Vienna.

           **AIDS

           In a statement issued today, Peter Piot, the Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS

     (UNAIDS) welcomed the recent decision of the South African Government to provide antiretroviral treatment on a national scale to people living with HIV in the country.  He said the new policy will bring hope for millions of people  living with HIV and their families.

           In a press release, which we have upstairs, UNAIDS says that South Africa's response to AIDS now enters a

     critical new phase -- one that is characterized by strong political commitment, a dynamic grass roots movement, more  funding, and a scaling up of prevention and treatment programmes.

           The United Nations system stands ready to provide support to the South African Government as it develops and implements this initiative.

           And that’s all I have got for you.  Any questions?  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is there any follow up today to the Secretary-General’s statement on Israel?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Apart from what…

           Question:  …either by the Secretary-General or the mission there, phone calls, communications?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Yes.  The last phone call the Secretary-General made to the region was on Saturday. 

     He called the King or Jordan, discussing Middle East related issues.  And in terms of statements, the latest one was the one we issued yesterday, which I have read to you just now.  Yes, please?

           Question:  Is there a precedent of a Secretary-General of the United Nations asking the head of State of a

     country, no matter how unpopular he is, to leave his country?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Well, the Secretary-General, as I have said, in his statement, expects that Taylor would leave the country as he has promised to do.  This initiative doesn’t come from the Secretary-General himself.  Mr.  Taylor promised the international community that he would leave the country in order to pave the way for a new development; for the ceasefire, for the national reconciliation process.  So, what the Secretary-General expects (Mr.  Taylor) to do is what Mr. Taylor has promised to do to the international community.  Yes, please?

           Question:  Regarding Mr. Swing in the Congo, he is a former US Ambassador there who used to make a lot of  statements against Uganda and Rwanda and there is some indication that he is having a hidden agenda.  He himself, in his statements, said that there is no hidden agenda.  Can you give us some idea of why this accusation is being  leveled against him?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Well, Mr. Swing has a very rich experience working in the region, in Africa.  That’s one of the main reasons that the Secretary-General has made him the Special Representative to the DRC.  And once he  has started working for the UN, he will have the UN agenda in mind, nothing else.  Yes, please?

           Question:  I still recall that the rebels in Liberia do not wish to see the Vice President take over after Taylor

     leaves.  Is the Secretary-General concerned about that?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I think the Secretary-General says very clearly that once Mr. Taylor leaves the country,  he hopes that all the fighting parties in the country would observe the ceasefire and would especially allow  humanitarian assistance to reach the population in all parts of the country.  So, he is very much concerned with the   humanitarian situation in that country and he also notes that progress has been made in the negotiation in Accra, Ghana.  So, let’s wait and see the result of that negotiation.  I have also said that his Special Representative Jacques Klein is going to the region, so hopefully, once he is in the region, he will have a better sense of what’s going on and  we’ll see from there.

           Thank you, have a very good afternoon.

                                              * ***  *
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