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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 12 January 2005

South Asian Tsunami News
· NY TIMES - A Modern Peril: Living Near the Jaws of the Sea
· BBC - World debates tsunami debt deal
· BBC - Delivering the promise: aid problems
· Reuters - Tsunami-Hit Indian Islanders Brace For High Tide
· Reuters  - UN Urges Donor Generosity For "Forgotten" Crises
· Reuters - Remote Areas Challenge in Tsunami Alert System
· The Hindu - Coral reefs escape tsunami fury
· The Hindu - `Quarrying made Kanyakumari coast vulnerable' 


Other Environmental News
· NY TIMES - Earlier Disasters: For Honduras and Iran, World's Aid Evaporated


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA
· ROWA


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of  10 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 10 January 2005

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Aafathis (English News)
The UNEP Executive Director assures the President that they will send a team to assess the environmental impacts of the tsunami 

12/1/2005

11 January 2005 

The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Dr. Klaus Toepfer has offered to send a team to the Maldives to assess the environmental impacts of last month’s tsunami, in a telephone conversation with the President. During the call, the President pointed out that the assistance of UNEP was very important at this time of national tragedy.

The President briefed Dr. Toepfer on the effects of the tsunami. He said that saltwater had intruded the precious freshwater aquifers on many islands and that the topsoil had also been washed away, causing the silting of some reefs. Noting the environmental vulnerability of the Maldives, the President pointed out that an impact assessment and the early implementation of mitigation measures were key components of recovery efforts after the tsunami.

Dr. Klaus Toepfer expressed his regret that the President was unable to accept the invitation that was extended to him to participate at the International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, which began yesterday in Port Louis, Mauritius. He added that although the President had not been able to attend the Meeting given the pressing situation in the Maldives, a message by the President was read out yesterday at the Panel Discussion led by UNEP on environmental vulnerability of SIDS. He also said that participants had warmly welcomed the message.

Recalling his visit to the Maldives, Dr. Toepfer said that he was fully aware of the fragility of the country’s environment. He said that UNEP stood ready to help the Maldives in every way possible, and that the team of experts to assess the environmental damage of the tsunami would arrive in the country very soon.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
The Nation (Nairobi)
IOC President Pays Tribute to Continent

January 12, 2005

Peter Njenga

Nairobi

International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Jacques Rogge yesterday encouraged African countries to bid for the Olympic Games.

He said South Africa's successful bid to host the 2010 soccer World Cup was an indication the continent was moving in the right direction and said it should strive to host more international events.

"It is always my dear hope that Africa can stage the Olympic Games in future," he said at the offices of German agency for development (GTZ) after presenting sports equipment worth Sh4 million to the Kakuma Refugee Camp as part of the IOC's social responsibility activities across the globe.

"At the moment, no African country has put in a bid but I sincerely hope and wish that they come forward in the not too distant future to stage this prestigious event," Rogge said .

"I am happy that the Fifa World Cup will be staged in South Africa in 2010. The continent can focus on this huge assignment first then make a move to host the Summer Games in future."

The South African city of Cape Town put in a strong bid for last year's summer Olympics but were edged out by Athens.

Technical assistance

Rogge, a former Olympic rowing champion, said the IOC is aware of the poverty levels in Africa and has assisted the continent financially more than the other continents.

The Olympics committee gives out $220 million (Sh17.6 billion) annually to all national Olympic committees, Kenya included, for direct development of the athletes, coaches, administrators and medical personnel.

The Olympic Solidarity Movement independently offers technical and material assistance to deserving nations.

Rogge said he was happy with the fight against performance enhancing substances which are harmful to the athletes and the image of the Olympic movement and was happy that Kenya was playing a leading role in this war.

This is despite the fact that a Kenyan, David Munyasia, had the unenviable tag of being the first victim of dope-related expulsions from the Athens Olympics last August.

"Kenya plays a very important role in the Olympic movement," he said.

"Your athletes had a very good medal tally of seven in Athens Olympics and, of course, your supremacy in running events is still there.

"Kenya is also playing an important role in administration through the presence of Kipchoge Keino which is contributing in a major way to the Olympic movement."

The president arrived on Monday night to a low key reception by a handful of Nock officials and government luminaries.

No active or retired athletes were present.

He also held talks with the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) director Klaus Toepfer at the Unep's Gigiri headquarters and met with sports minister Achillo Ayacko.

Relevant Links

East Africa

Athletics

Kenya

Olympics

He will today open the new Nock headquarters and tour the Sadili Oval in Langata. Tomorrow, he will visit the Lake Nakuru National Park and proceed to the IOC/IAAF High Performance Centre in Eldoret.

Rogge, the second IOC president to visit Kenya after Juan Antonio Samaranch in 2001, returns to Europe on Friday night.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Beijing 2008

IOC President in Kenya(photo attached)

　　10 January 2005

　　IOC President Jacques Rogge is spending from 10 to 14 January in Kenya. On 12 January he will attend the inauguration of a new administrative building for the National Olympic Committee (NOC). This inauguration marks the 50th anniversary of the Kenyan NOC. The President will visit the Head of State, Mwai Kibaki, and will have a meeting with the Sports Minister, G. Ochilo Ayacko.

　　Kip Keino high-altitude training centre

　　On 14 January, the IOC President will take the opportunity during his stay to visit the high-altitude training centre of former Olympic champion and current Kenyan NOC President Kipjoge Keino in Eldorate. He will visit the Kip Keino School, also in Eldorate, which enables 300 children and 30 orphans to have an education.

　　Meeting with the UNEP and UNHCR

　　During his stay in Nairobi, the IOC President will meet the Executive Director of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), Klaus Töpfer, as well as a representative from the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). On this occasion he will make a donation of sports and educational equipment to the refugee camps in Kenya and Tanzania.

　　© IOC
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UNEP pledges support for 2008 Beijing Olympic Games

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-11 23:05:05

    NAIROBI, Jan. 11 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is working closely with China to ensure the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games to be remembered as the greenest Olympics, a senior UNEP official said here Tuesday.

    "We are looking forward to working with the Chinese government, with the organizing committee, in ensuring that the 2008 Olympics in Beijing are remembered as the greenest Olympics so far," Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP's deputy executive director told Xinhua.

    Kakakhel, who is also United Nations assistant secretary-general, met the visiting International Olympic Committee president Jacques Rogge at UNEP Tuesday morning.

    "I mentioned to Mr. Rogge that we have had contacts with the Chinese authorities ... I told him that the Chinese authorities are committed to ensuring the Games are organized in an environmentally friendly manner," Kakakhel said.

    "I expressed the hope that the three of us, the IOC, UNEP and the Chinese authorities, work in an important alliance as regards to environment," he added.

    Kakakhel, a national of Pakistan, served with the Foreign Service of his country for over twenty-eight years before the secretary-general of the United Nations appointed him as deputy executive director of UNEP in 1998. Enditem
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

IOC chief praises China's preparation for 2008 Games

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-11 23:04:16

    NAIROBI, Jan. 11 (Xinhuanet) -- International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Jacques Rogge has praised China's preparation for the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.

    "It's always a great challenge to organize an Olympic Games because it's a huge, huge organization, a very complex one. Definitely, our Chinese friends have everything in hands, and the yare doing extremely well," Rogge told Xinhua after meeting with United Nations Environment Program officials in Nairobi on Tuesday.

    Rogge specially commended the Beijing Organizing Committee of the 2008 Olympic Games, saying "it's a very good organizing committee, and we will work closely with them."

    "I was in Beijing a month ago. I'll be going to Beijing twice or maybe three times more this year," said Rogge.

    Rogge arrived in Nairobi Monday for a four-day visit to Kenya, his first trip to Africa since being elected as IOC president in 2001.

    He is expected to officially open the National Olympic Committee of Kenya Headquarters in Nairobi on Wednesday. Enditem

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Capital Reports

Pollution from ships among key environmental threats to Caribbean Islands 

UNITED NATIONS (01/10/05) -- Reports released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) last week say pollution from cruise ships, tankers and other vessels are among the threats to the health and welfare of the islands and low-lying countries of the Caribbean. 
Fifty thousand ships and 14.5 million tourists visit the region every year. 

Other concerns center on the rising tide of household and industrial wastes contaminating the land, underground freshwater supplies and coastal waters.  For example, only 13 per cent of the population of Saint Lucia is connected to the sewage system. 

Dwindling quantities of freshwater for drinking and agriculture is a worry in many islands. Some countries in the eastern Caribbean, like Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados and Saint Kitts and Nevis, are already officially listed as "water scarce". 

Tourism in the form of luxury hotels and golf courses can intensify the problems unless carefully managed.  Tourist resorts use on average of five to ten times more water than similar residential areas in the Caribbean. 

Climate change may, among its many potential impacts, aggravate water shortages.  Experts are predicting that rainfall in the eastern Caribbean will decline by 4 per cent in the coming years unless drastic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions occur. 

Global warming is also likely to affect agriculture in the region.  Bananas, a key crop, are very thirsty plants and are prone to Black Sigatoka disease under dry conditions. 

An estimated 70 per cent of the Caribbean’s population lives in cities, towns and villages located in vulnerable low-lying coastal areas threatened by rising sea levels and increasing frequency and intensity of storms and hurricanes.  In 2004, several of the Caribbean small island developing States experienced severe devastation, the loss of thousands of lives and millions of dollars in damages because of intense hurricanes. 

Meanwhile, alien invasive species, transported to the region in ships’ ballast waters or in imports such as horticultural products, may also threaten the existence of native and often unique plant and animal species found nowhere else on Earth. 

The Dominican Republic, with an estimated 186 known alien species, has the highest number of invaders followed by Puerto Rico, 182; the Bahamas, 159; and Jamaica, 102. 

Alien species may increase the number of native or endemic species already threatened with extinction as a result of habitat loss, deforestation and the clearance of land for farming and urbanization. 

Currently Jamaica has, at 254, the highest number of threatened animal and plant species in the Caribbean followed by Cuba with 225. 

These are among the findings from a series of reports released by UNEP on small island developing States around the world. 

The reports, an international effort involving scientists and collaborating centers across the world, cover the Caribbean and the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Ocean and small island developing States.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

All American Patriots

U.N. Warns Pollution Threatens Environment of Caribbean States

Dwindling supply of drinking water a major concern
11 January 2005
By Eric Green
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Pollution from cruise ships, tankers and other vessels is among the rising threats to the environmental condition of Caribbean nations, warns the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). Other concerns include dwindling quantities of freshwater for drinking and agriculture, the UNEP said in a January 6 statement. The agency said some countries in the eastern Caribbean, such as Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, and St. Kitts and Nevis, are already officially listed as "water-scarce."

The UNEP said another problem for the Caribbean is the rising tide of household and industrial wastes contaminating the land, underground freshwater supplies, and coastal waters. For example, only 13 percent of the population of St. Lucia is connected to the sewage system, the UNEP said in findings from a series of reports on the status of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) around the world.

The reports were released for an international meeting on SIDS taking place in Mauritius January 10-14. The reports, an international effort involving scientists and collaborating centers across the world, cover the Caribbean, and the Pacific, Indian Ocean and Atlantic SIDS.

The meeting in Mauritius is being commonly referred to as the "10-Year Review of the Barbados Program of Action for Sustainable Development of SIDS." John Turner, assistant secretary of oceans and international environmental and scientific affairs, and David Balton, deputy assistant secretary for oceans and fisheries, represent the U.S. State Department at the meeting.

The United States and the international community have been acting to stem the rising pollution problem in the Caribbean. The U.S. State Department and other U.S. federal agencies have been heavily involved with the White Water to Blue Water Partnership, first announced in September 2002, which supports partnerships that promote sustainable environmental management within the Caribbean region. 

The State Department has committed $1.5 million to this partnership, funding efforts in wastewater and sanitation, integrated coastal management, sustainable tourism and environmentally sound marine transportation in the Caribbean.

The UNEP says the partnership is crucial to the health of the Caribbean because the region, with about 50,000 ships and 14.5 million tourists visiting the area annually, has some of the most intensive maritime traffic in the world.

An estimated 70 percent of the Caribbean's population lives in cities, towns and villages located in vulnerable low-lying coastal areas threatened by rising sea levels and increasing frequency and intensity of storms and hurricanes, the UNEP said. In 2004, several of the Caribbean SIDS experienced severe devastation, the loss of thousands of lives and millions of dollars in damages because of intense hurricanes.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said SIDS are among "the most environmentally and economically vulnerable nations in the world,” adding: “Many are geographically remote and are dependent upon limited natural resources such as freshwater. Many are threatened by climate change in the guise of more extreme weather events and rising sea levels."

Despite international and regional programs in place that help Caribbean countries and small island states elsewhere to fight threats from pollution, "we need much more action if we are to guarantee in the 21st century the environmental health" of the SIDS and "their rich and proud cultures,” Toepfer said.

“To make sound decisions, you need sound science. I sincerely hope that these new assessments of SIDS will help guide us all towards a more vigorous and focused effort to help these small nations and their peoples achieve a more sustainable future, " Toepfer added.

The UNEP said most island states remain hampered by their remoteness and small gross national products, with little chance to tackle issues such as domestic and industrial waste and the difficulties of accessing the technologies they need.

The global community, said the UNEP, must use the Mauritius meeting to renew its commitment to these "unique cultures and societies by increasing the resources available, by transferring appropriate technologies, and building the capacities of governments, industries, and civil society to overcome the shortfalls."

The reports on the Caribbean, called "Caribbean Environment Outlook," are available online at http://www.unep.org/.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

GreenBiz

Ship Pollution Is Key Environmental Threat to Caribbean 
Source: GreenBiz.com
UNITED NATIONS, Jan. 12, 2005 - New reports from the United Nations Environment Programme say pollution from cruise ships, tankers, and other vessels are among the threats to the health and welfare of the islands and low-lying countries of the Caribbean. 

Fifty thousand ships and 14.5 million tourists visit the region every year. 

Other concerns center on the rising tide of household and industrial wastes contaminating the land, underground freshwater supplies and coastal waters. For example, only 13% of the population of Saint Lucia is connected to the sewage system. 

Dwindling quantities of freshwater for drinking and agriculture is a worry in many islands. Some countries in the eastern Caribbean, like Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados and Saint Kitts and Nevis, are already officially listed as "water scarce." 

Tourism in the form of luxury hotels and golf courses can intensify the problems unless carefully managed. Tourist resorts use on average of five to ten times more water than similar residential areas in the Caribbean. 

Climate change may, among its many potential impacts, aggravate water shortages. Experts are predicting that rainfall in the eastern Caribbean will decline by 4% in the coming years unless drastic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions occur. 

Global warming is also likely to affect agriculture in the region. Bananas, a key crop, are very thirsty plants and are prone to Black Sigatoka disease under dry conditions. 

An estimated 70% of the Caribbean’s population lives in cities, towns and villages located in vulnerable low-lying coastal areas threatened by rising sea levels and increasing frequency and intensity of storms and hurricanes. In 2004, several of the Caribbean small island developing States experienced severe devastation, the loss of thousands of lives and millions of dollars in damages because of intense hurricanes. 

Meanwhile, alien invasive species, transported to the region in ships’ ballast waters or in imports such as horticultural products, may also threaten the existence of native and often unique plant and animal species found nowhere else on Earth. 

The Dominican Republic, with an estimated 186 known alien species, has the highest number of invaders followed by Puerto Rico, 182; the Bahamas, 159; and Jamaica, 102. 

Alien species may increase the number of native or endemic species already threatened with extinction as a result of habitat loss, deforestation and the clearance of land for farming and urbanization. 

Currently Jamaica has, at 254, the highest number of threatened animal and plant species in the Caribbean, followed by Cuba with 225. 

These are among the findings from a series of reports released by UNEP on small island developing States around the world. 

The reports, an international effort involving scientists and collaborating centers across the world, cover the Caribbean and the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Ocean and small island developing States. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Earth Vision

Ship Pollution Is Key Environmental Threat to Caribbean
GreenBiz.com


UNITED NATIONS, Jan. 12, 2005 - New reports from the United Nations Environment Programme say pollution from cruise ships, tankers, and other vessels are among the threats to the health and welfare of the islands and low-lying countries of the Caribbean. 

Fifty thousand ships and 14.5 million tourists visit the region every year. 

Other concerns center on the rising tide of household and industrial wastes contaminating the land, underground freshwater supplies and coastal waters. For example, only 13% of the population of Saint Lucia is connected to the sewage system. 

Dwindling quantities of freshwater for drinking and agriculture is a worry in many islands. Some countries in the eastern Caribbean, like Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados and Saint Kitts and Nevis, are already officially listed as "water scarce." 

Tourism in the form of luxury hotels and golf courses can intensify the problems unless carefully managed. Tourist resorts use on average of five to ten times more water than similar residential areas in the Caribbean. 

Climate change may, among its many potential impacts, aggravate water shortages. Experts are predicting that rainfall in the eastern Caribbean will decline by 4% in the coming years unless drastic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions occur. 

Global warming is also likely to affect agriculture in the region. Bananas, a key crop, are very thirsty plants and are prone to Black Sigatoka disease under dry conditions. 

An estimated 70% of the Caribbean’s population lives in cities, towns and villages located in vulnerable low-lying coastal areas threatened by rising sea levels and increasing frequency and intensity of storms and hurricanes. In 2004, several of the Caribbean small island developing States experienced severe devastation, the loss of thousands of lives and millions of dollars in damages because of intense hurricanes. 

Meanwhile, alien invasive species, transported to the region in ships’ ballast waters or in imports such as horticultural products, may also threaten the existence of native and often unique plant and animal species found nowhere else on Earth. 

The Dominican Republic, with an estimated 186 known alien species, has the highest number of invaders followed by Puerto Rico, 182; the Bahamas, 159; and Jamaica, 102. 

Alien species may increase the number of native or endemic species already threatened with extinction as a result of habitat loss, deforestation and the clearance of land for farming and urbanization. 

Currently Jamaica has, at 254, the highest number of threatened animal and plant species in the Caribbean, followed by Cuba with 225. 

These are among the findings from a series of reports released by UNEP on small island developing States around the world. 

The reports, an international effort involving scientists and collaborating centers across the world, cover the Caribbean and the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Ocean and small island developing States.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

China Daily

Green envoys galvanized to action
Xu Xiaodan
2005-01-12 05:51



Lessons learnt by a group of university undergraduates who joined an international symposium in Germany have been the inspiration behind a raft of environmental projects. 

Organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and pharmaceutical giant Bayer, the gathering brought together 80 young people - environmental envoys - from 11 nations. 

And the knowledge and understanding they gained from the programme will be put to invaluable use during the upcoming Spring Festival holidays. 

Among the planned environmental protection schemes are the giving of lectures to the elderly in communities back in their hometowns, volunteer work with local environmental agencies and conducting environmental appraisals on local rivers. 

Aside from the six Chinese envoys, most of the other participants were from developing countries in the Asia-Pacific. 

In his presentation to the young environmental activists, Surendra Shrestha, regional director and representative of UNEP Asia Pacific said it is imperative to spread "knowledge and awareness of environment protection" within each community. 

What most attracted them to apply to join the programme, as Bayer board member in charge of innovation, technology and environment, Udo Oels, explains is: "The programme will enhance their knowledge of the environment and help involve more young people around the world in environmental matters." 

Thereafter, they will "play a role in promoting common responsibility for the environment by spreading the idea of environmental protection in their home countries," said Oels. 

China's envoys, students from Tsinghua, North Jiaotong, Nankai, Fudan, Zhejiang universities and East China University of Politics and Law, were selected from more than 200 mainland applicants. 

Wang Lei, who chairs the Green Group, Nankai University's Environmental Protection Association was one of the six. 

During the tightly scheduled week-long visit last November Wang Lei and his colleagues listened to a dozen presentations and lectures from officials of UNEP and Bayer, engineers, experts, and representatives from local municipal and state environmental departments. 

They visited a number of Bayer's waste treatment facilities, a couple of institutes of crop science, a municipal waste management site and the river Rhine's water quality control laboratory boat. 

During the visits, the young envoys quizzed experts and employees on a range of topics, from how to leverage company profit-making and care for the environment to air pollution control. 

They also had valuable exchanges with envoys from the other countries. 

One project initiated by Wang Lei and taken up by his university involving bird protection was the subject of a power-point display and discussion. 

Active participation 

Each of the six Chinese envoys has his or her own particular stories to tell on environmental protection. 

Annette Wiedenbach, a Bayer communications staffer and a member of the selection panel explained to China Daily that envoys are chosen after evaluation of their previous participation in environment protection and determination to impact the environment through their activities. 

Wang Lei's group has been involved in environmental projects on campus and in his home city of Tianjin. 

His interest in environmental protection was first aroused when he read about the plight of the Tibetan antelope. 

"I attended several societies when I first went to the college, and gradually found environment protection is a high priority and a big concern for me." 

Wang's commitment and enthusiasm led to his being chosen to chair the Green Group when he was in his second year of college. 

He spends almost all of his spare time promoting and organizing activities related to environmental protection. 

"We have activities almost every week, such as garbage collecting, tree-planting, lectures and promotion of environmental issues. Sometimes, we organize activities and give lectures in communities," he said. 

The group is well known among environmental groups in Tianjin universities for its successful organization of several large scale projects. 

Although innately shy, Wang's passion for environmental issues has emboldened him. 

He once went to Beijing to try and win sponsorship from a US foundation. 

After long and exhausted conversations he finally persuade officials to come up with the necessary funding for a bird protection scheme. 

That success spurred him on and on the train back to Tianjin, he became convinced he could make a real difference. 

"The number of our members is growing. Now we have about 200 members, many of them were newly recruited at the beginning of the term. I know quite a number of them might quit at the end, but at least we have affected them in various ways," he said. 

Unlike Wang's persistence, another envoy Dong Xiaotong gave up her volunteer work in environment protection, which dated back as early as her junior middle school, after she started graduate studies in International Relations at Fudan University last year. 

Dong is currently focusing on incorporating environmental issues into her field of study. 

"International Relations are not only about politics. The environment is also one subject of the study, though minor, and I will be more engaged in this field." 

Caring for the environment 

"I was first influenced by an enthusiastic teacher," explained Dong, whose old school in Shanghai had a tradition of nurturing environment awareness among pupils. 

In senior high school, she initiated a project to find what amount of duckweed is needed to help maintain good water quality in a park lake, it earned her first prize in a national contest. 

Dong was an active environmental volunteer during her first four years at university. 

She beat 50 other students from her department to secure a place on the UNEP young envoy programme. 

Yu Kuai, studying environmental engineering at Beijing's Tsinghua University, is an active social worker on her campus. Among her many titles is board member of the environmental association. 

She jointly launched a project to reduce the number of plastic bags used by on-campus supermarkets with the slogan of "Green U, Green Life." 

It called for thousands of students to use fewer plastic bags or stop using them altogether when shopping. 

Instead students are encouraged to put small items into their schoolbags or bring their own shopping bags. 

"We provide a certain amount of cotton bags to supermarkets as alternatives. Those cotton bags can be collected in certain places and cleaned for recycling," said Yu. 

It was not only inspiration the six gained from their brief time in Germany. 

It made them even more aware of the daunting task that faces not only nations, but the world. 

But it will take more than just a few committed activists to bring about real change. 

Environmental protection in the country needs the concerted efforts of the whole society, said Wang. 

But each individual can affect those around him, a ripple that touches others, who in turn create their own. 

"I will influence people around to care more about the environment, but legislation and enforcement is absolutely crucial for protecting nature," said Dong. 

Although she and her fellow envoys discussed the best way to balance economic development with environment protection on their way home to China, they struggled for an answer. 

"Public education on the environment is important, but urging higher government departments to take measures might be more compelling," she concluded. 

Back in his dormitory Wang has a tangible reminder of some of the answers and questions he learnt in Germany. 

It is a 20-inch high iron glass lantern. 

He "rescued" the beautiful item during a visit to a rubbish dump in Leverkusen. Its former owner was about to throw it away. 

"Waste is raw material placed at wrong places," said Wang quoting Ulrich Bornewasser from Bayer industry services. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Metrowest Daily

Tsunami sea change: Marine life may take months or years to rebound from Indian Ocean disaster
By Jon Brodkin / News Staff Writer
Tuesday, January 11, 2005
The Indian Ocean tsunamis that devastated societies in Asia and East Africa have also had long-lasting effects on marine life, destroying habitats and potentially depleting fish populations, experts say. 

	


     Observers at the scenes of destruction said coral reefs and mangrove forests suffered heavy damage, while heaps of rotten fish reportedly were found on beaches. The coral reef system, for example, could be "totally destroyed" and not grow back for hundreds of years, Ketut Sarjana Putra, director of Conservation International in Bali, Indonesia, told the AFP international news agency. 

	

	


     "It is so hard to say in brief, but the level of devastation of coastal areas by the disaster is obvious," Putra said. "It will take a long time to recover." 

	


     Habitat loss will likely have long-term effects on fish populations, even more so than the fish that were killed when they were swept onto shore, said Dr. Andrew Solow, director of the Marine Policy Center at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute on Cape Cod. For example, many fish use mangrove and sea grass as nurseries, he said. 

	


     "If their habitat's destroyed or disturbed then it won't be able to support populations of the size they had. They'll have to go somewhere else," he said. 

	


     Life on the bottom of the ocean has likely been seriously disrupted, said Wendell Brown, a physical oceanographer who is program chairman of the School for Marine Science and Technology at UMass-Dartmouth. 

	


     "If there were...bottom-living biology in these areas that were impacted by these waves, they would be seriously disrupted," Brown said. "It would take some time for those things to reestablish." 

	


     Fish that eat the species from the bottom will also lose their food supply, he said. 

	


     One of the human tragedies from the quake-tsunami disaster was the damage to fishing communities, putting the livelihoods of many survivors at risk. In addition to infrastructure damage, fish stocks are likely to be diminished, Solow said. 

	


     But "in a sad and ironic way," damage to the fishing industry will likely allow fish time to recover from tsunami-related damage, he said. 

	


     "I'm not in favor of that, but that's likely to be a consequence," Solow said. 

	


     Brown said, given the human toll of the tsunamis it wouldn't make sense to concentrate on restoring marine habitats, but he's confident the ocean can rebound in a relatively short time. 

	


     "It seems like priorities being what they are in those regions that would be less of a concern. The ocean can repair itself," he said. "I think the biology would get disrupted in major ways, but I would expect within months to a few years it would re-establish itself," except for corals, which take many years to grow. 

	


     Another concern for ocean life is the water from the tsunamis that rushed back into the ocean from land, picking up sediment along the way, experts said. 

	


     "I think also as the waters recede they will bring sediment and stuff like that off the shore. That's actually a threat to coral reefs, even if they're not physically impacted by the waves," Solow said. 

	


     Silt, sand and organic matter may smother vegetation and marine life, AFP reported. 

	


     Some people have raised concerns about sewage being dragged into the ocean, causing eutrophication, plant growth extensive enough to deplete oxygen levels, Solow said. But he was not sure if that is likely, given that sewage may have been going into the ocean already. 

	


     It's also possible toxic substances like mercury may have been washed into the ocean and eaten by fish, he said. 

	


     The Hong Kong government warned residents not to eat seafood from areas affected by the tsunamis, but some experts dismissed the concerns, saying it takes a long time for heavy metals to accumulate in fish, Reuters reported. 

	


     Even before the tsunamis, the marine ecosystem was "stressed and degraded," as many coral reefs in the Indian Ocean had not fully recovered from damage caused by an El Nino weather pattern in 2002 and 2003, one expert told AFP. 

	


     "In the region as a whole I think we can expect very severe ecosystem effects," Jerker Tamelander, regional marine program coordinator for South and Southeast Asia with the World Conservation Union, told AFP. 

	


     The full scope of damage isn't known, but the United Nations has set aside $1 million to assess environmental damage, including destruction of marine life. 

	


     "Revitalizing local communities and their livelihoods will require rehabilitating and protecting vital natural ecosystems, in particular mangrove forests and coral reefs," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, said in a news release. 

	


     The environmental risks also threaten human health, Toepfer said. 

	


     "While the focus is to save lives and fight diseases, it is also important to address underlying risks, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water," he said. "The damage to ports and industrial infrastructure may be severe, with untold risks to human health."
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Maldives Info

The President calls for a global partnership in dealing with the common environment.

  
TVM    11-01-2005

The President has called on the international community to be more strident in forging a global partnership in dealing with the common environment, at this time of global mourning. He made the statement in a message that he sent to the International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, which began yesterday in Port Louis, Mauritius.

The message was delivered yesterday at the Panel Discussion led by UNEP on environmental vulnerability of SIDS. The President pointed out that the tsunami disaster was a time for the world to reflect on the fragility of small island states and other low-lying coastal areas. He noted the urgency to make important decisions to avert such catastrophes or minimise the losses of national disasters in the future. He said that although the tsunami waves of 26th December had receded within hours, but that the waves and flooding from sea level rise triggered by global warming would not do so.

The President said that the tsunami swept through the entire archipelago with awesome fury, and that it took lives, devastated infrastructure, crippled the economy, and washed away decades of hard work and toil of the people. He added that the tsunami disaster was indeed unprecedented and that it was the worst natural disaster and the first of its kind ever to be experienced in the Maldives.

The President noted that the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol on 16 February 2005 would enable environmental cooperation to be enhanced and greenhouse gases reduction targets to be achieved. He said that the world needed to do more towards the protection of the global environment, and that the Kyoto Protocol alone was not sufficient to deal with what was a bleak environmental future for the Maldives.

The President said that the tsunami disaster had united the world as never before, and that unity should be harnessed to create mechanisms to deal with future environmental clamities. He noted that the disaster had also shown that ecological catastrophes do not stop at national borders and that they were more damaging to small island states. He added that thirteen countries on two continents were directly affected by the tsunami, and that a number of other nations lost their citizens in the disaster.

In concluding his message, the President expressed his hope that the review of the Barbados Programme of Action would provide a blueprint to address the concerns and needs of small island states in the twenty-first century.

_____________________________________________________________________________
IPS

ENVIRONMENT:Farming in Harmony with the Cosmos
Francesca Colombo *Tierramérica 

MILAN, Italy, Jan 11 (IPS) - Sweeter apples, greener lettuce and purer milk; honey without sugar and wine that doesn't cause inebriation or stomach acidity; carrots that stay fresh for more than two weeks. 

These are just some of the products of what is known as biodynamic agriculture, crops that grow without degrading the soil, without synthetic fertilisers or pesticides, following the natural cycles of the cosmos. 

In Italy there are some 400 companies dedicated to this activity, with 5,000 hectares among them and revenues of around 27 million dollars a year -- a modest portion of the market compared to conventional farming. Their output represents just five percent of Italy's total, in part because biodynamic farming entails higher production costs. 

Those who practice biodynamic farming use humus -- partially decomposed organic material -- to fertilise the soil, and are inspired by age-old agricultural techniques. 

''One works in a closed cycle, because plants are self-sufficient and healthy organisms. This helps restore the fertility of the soil. The biodynamic farmer lives in harmony with nature,'' Marcelo Lo Sterzo, agronomist, consultant and professor of forestry sciences, told Tierramérica. 

This technique was developed in Germany beginning in 1924, based on ''anthroposophy'', the holistic philosophy of Austrian Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925), which encompasses the influence of the cosmos on plant and animal life, as well as guidelines for the relationship between humans and the rest of nature. 

One of the basics in soil use is crop rotation, and planting and harvesting are organised and planned in accordance with the lunar and planetary calendars. 

The technique ''yields clean products'' and provides its own fertilisers with natural substances, which are ''more nutritious for the plants,'' and favour both root absorption and photosynthesis, Mario Bavio, representative of the Biodynamic Association for the northern Italian region of Lombardia, said in a Tierramérica interview. 

The agricultural firm Cascine Orsine, based in Pavia, Lombardia, cultivates 350 hectares under this method. It produces milk, beef, cheeses, cereals, rice and flour, with special machinery and involving five times more human labour than comparable conventional farming operations. 

''Our main product is milk. We take care of the soil and the cows. We don't saw off their horns, we give them special feed, and if they become ill we treat them with homeopathic medicines. They sleep on straw, because that is what is natural,'' Cascine Orsine owner Aldo Paravini told Tierramérica. 

Biodynamic farmers maintain that if one respects the land, the quality of the seeds and certain natural cycles, the cosmos will have a positive influence on their crops. 

For example, they believe that cultivation has better results if it is done when the moon is at its farthest point in orbit from the Earth. 

''Fifteen years ago we began working with this technique, which is in keeping with our philosophy of life,'' says Marco Rossi, owner of Verdealloggio, a small biodynamic beekeeping business on six hectares of land in Giove, central Italy, where they produce honey and honey-based cosmetics. 

''Our bees do not feed on sugar and they are not forced to over-produce. The hive is located in a special place, far away from noise and from people. We even use non-toxic paint for the hive walls,'' he explained to Tierramérica. 

The proponents of biodynamic farming argue that it is the most advanced form of an environmentally sustainable development model, the highest level of attention to product quality and that it goes beyond organic farming practices -- also referred to as biological or ecological agriculture. 

Ninety-five percent of biodynamic products are sold fresh, and the rest are cosmetics, cotton fibre, or hemp. 

Biodynamic farming is subject to three quality control certification processes, conducted by the Demeter Association, an ecological group that encompasses 3,000 farmers from 40 countries, the Swiss biotechnology association Swissbio, and the European Union, in the context of the bloc's regulation 2092/91 on biological agriculture. 

Two-thirds of Italy's biodynamic farm output is sold to northern Europe, United States, Canada and Japan. The prices are, on average, 50 percent higher than conventional agricultural products. 

This is due to the fact that start-up costs are three to four times greater, but biodynamic farmers say that after two or three years of work, the ratio changes dramatically. Because they don't use synthetic products -- like chemical fertilisers and pesticides -- their costs are ultimately 40 percent lower. 

* Francesca Colombo is a Tierramérica contributor. Originally published Jan. 8 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) (END/2005) 
Tierramérica 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston News

Tsunami sea change: Marine life may take months or years to rebound from Indian Ocean disaster

By Jon Brodkin / Metro-West (Boston) News Staff Writer

Tuesday, January 11, 2005 

The Indian Ocean tsunamis that devastated societies in Asia and East Africa have also had long-lasting effects on marine life, destroying habitats and potentially depleting fish populations, experts say. 

     Observers at the scenes of destruction said coral reefs and mangrove forests suffered heavy damage, while heaps of rotten fish reportedly were found on beaches. The coral reef system, for example, could be "totally destroyed" and not grow back for hundreds of years, Ketut Sarjana Putra, director of Conservation International in Bali, Indonesia, told the AFP international news agency. 

     "It is so hard to say in brief, but the level of devastation of coastal areas by the disaster is obvious," Putra said. "It will take a long time to recover." 

     Habitat loss will likely have long-term effects on fish populations, even more so than the fish that were killed when they were swept onto shore, said Dr. Andrew Solow, director of the Marine Policy Center at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute on Cape Cod. For example, many fish use mangrove and sea grass as nurseries, he said. 

     "If their habitat's destroyed or disturbed then it won't be able to support populations of the size they had. They'll have to go somewhere else," he said. 

     Life on the bottom of the ocean has likely been seriously disrupted, said Wendell Brown, a physical oceanographer who is program chairman of the School for Marine Science and Technology at UMass-Dartmouth. 

     "If there were...bottom-living biology in these areas that were impacted by these waves, they would be seriously disrupted," Brown said. "It would take some time for those things to reestablish." 

     Fish that eat the species from the bottom will also lose their food supply, he said. 

     One of the human tragedies from the quake-tsunami disaster was the damage to fishing communities, putting the livelihoods of many survivors at risk. In addition to infrastructure damage, fish stocks are likely to be diminished, Solow said. 

     But "in a sad and ironic way," damage to the fishing industry will likely allow fish time to recover from tsunami-related damage, he said. 

     "I'm not in favor of that, but that's likely to be a consequence," Solow said. 

     Brown said, given the human toll of the tsunamis it wouldn't make sense to concentrate on restoring marine habitats, but he's confident the ocean can rebound in a relatively short time. 

     "It seems like priorities being what they are in those regions that would be less of a concern. The ocean can repair itself," he said. "I think the biology would get disrupted in major ways, but I would expect within months to a few years it would re-establish itself," except for corals, which take many years to grow. 

     Another concern for ocean life is the water from the tsunamis that rushed back into the ocean from land, picking up sediment along the way, experts said. 

     "I think also as the waters recede they will bring sediment and stuff like that off the shore. That's actually a threat to coral reefs, even if they're not physically impacted by the waves," Solow said. 

     Silt, sand and organic matter may smother vegetation and marine life, AFP reported. 

     Some people have raised concerns about sewage being dragged into the ocean, causing eutrophication, plant growth extensive enough to deplete oxygen levels, Solow said. But he was not sure if that is likely, given that sewage may have been going into the ocean already. 

     It's also possible toxic substances like mercury may have been washed into the ocean and eaten by fish, he said. 

     The Hong Kong government warned residents not to eat seafood from areas affected by the tsunamis, but some experts dismissed the concerns, saying it takes a long time for heavy metals to accumulate in fish, Reuters reported. 

     Even before the tsunamis, the marine ecosystem was "stressed and degraded," as many coral reefs in the Indian Ocean had not fully recovered from damage caused by an El Nino weather pattern in 2002 and 2003, one expert told AFP. 

     "In the region as a whole I think we can expect very severe ecosystem effects," Jerker Tamelander, regional marine program coordinator for South and Southeast Asia with the World Conservation Union, told AFP. 

     The full scope of damage isn't known, but the United Nations has set aside $1 million to assess environmental damage, including destruction of marine life. 

     "Revitalizing local communities and their livelihoods will require rehabilitating and protecting vital natural ecosystems, in particular mangrove forests and coral reefs," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, said in a news release. 

     The environmental risks also threaten human health, Toepfer said. 

     "While the focus is to save lives and fight diseases, it is also important to address underlying risks, such as solid and liquid waste, industrial chemicals, sewage treatment and the salinization of drinking water," he said. "The damage to ports and industrial infrastructure may be severe, with untold risks to human health."

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Volvo Cars Declares the Environment a Top Priority
12 January, 2005

Image Gallery

    * Volvo aims to be an environmental leader in the premium segment

    * Innovative technology makes Volvo cars clean inside and out

“Our commitment to safe mobility needs to be enlarged from the protection of occupants and other road users in collisions to include personal health for all road users and to offer them sustainable mobility solutions,” says Hans-Olov Olsson, President and CEO of Volvo Car Corporation.

Environmental care is a recognised corporate tradition at Volvo in providing environmental alternatives today and of dedication to future commitments. This holistic approach gives Volvo Cars an excellent position in the quest for environmental leadership in the future.

“Thirty percent of Volvo’s car buyers associate Volvo with the expression “pollution prevention”. It is this foundation on which we will continue to build. Our aim is to be a clear leader in the premium segment when it comes to environmentally sound mobility,” says Hans-Olov Olsson.

Volvo Cars’ environmental tradition

Volvo Car Corporation has long maintained that although the car contributes greatly to the socio-economic development of society, it is not without side-effects.

Volvo Car Corporation has a long tradition of developing safety and environmental milestones. Volvo introduced the three-way catalytic converter with Lambda sensor in 1976 – an innovation many people consider to be at least as important to the environment as the safety belt has been to safety.

The major environmental challenges

Today Volvo Cars will concentrate on three major challenges:

    * Global warming, attributed to society’s emissions of greenhouse gases, is becoming one of the biggest environmental concerns of our time. For this reason, reducing emissions of carbon dioxide – a major greenhouse gas – is the most significant environmental challenge now facing the automotive industry.

    * Pollution – especially in our towns and cities – is the second challenge to the industry as poor air quality has adverse effects on human health.

    * The third issue is to provide better mobility in urban areas, where congestion in some cities has become a day-to-day burden for road users.

The solutions

Volvo Cars is convinced that advanced technology is necessary but creating good solutions today is as important.

“To reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, Volvo Cars believes that in the short term, biogas (a renewable fuel produced from organic material) provides many environmental benefits,” says Anders Kärrberg, Environmental Director at Volvo Car Corporation.

“Volvo Cars sees a future where several solutions are possible. We are researching bio-fuels and hybrids as alternatives,” Kärrberg continues.

Volvo Cars has also launched the Volvo 3CC concept car, an attractive and environmentally efficient small car. The Volvo 3CC is a study of possible future sustainable mobility solutions. Developed in California at the Volvo Monitoring and Concept Center, its unique design provides enough space for three adults or two adults and two children. (The 3CC is described in detail in a previous press release.)

“To reduce the problem of ground-level ozone, most of Volvo’s models are equipped with PremAir®. Furthermore, Volvo offers PZEV engines, which meet one of the world’s toughest emissions standards – the one applied in several US states,” says Kärrberg.

Methane – a fuel for today and tomorrow

Volvo Cars has developed methane-fuelled cars which are highly efficient in environmental terms. Carbon dioxide emissions from a Volvo Bi-Fuel model running on Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) are about 25 percent lower than those from a petrol engine. A car running on the other methane alternative, biogas, contributes virtually nothing to the global warming problem caused by greenhouse gases. Bi-Fuel cars can also be driven on petrol as a back-up.

These cars have the same characteristics as other Volvo cars – they are equally safe and spacious and deliver the same performance – but with much improved environmental performance in terms of greenhouse gas emissions!

PremAir®

Ground-level ozone is formed when nitrogen oxides and hydrocarbons generated by traffic and other sources are exposed to sunlight. Together with other photochemical oxidants in the air, the ozone forms what is commonly known as smog. The problem is greater in the summertime, particularly in the world’s major cities.

Volvo Cars was the first car maker in the world to commercialise the technology known as PremAir®*. PremAir® is a special catalytic coating that is applied to the radiator and converts ground-level ozone into pure oxygen as the car is driven. Studies have shown that up to 75 percent of the ozone that passes through the radiator is converted into oxygen in this way.

* PremAir® is a trademark of Engelhard Corporation

PZEV – Partial Zero Emission Vehicles

PZEV (Partial Zero Emission Vehicles) – one of the world’s toughest emission control standards – is in force in certain American states. Although running on regular petrol, emissions of hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides from cars with PZEV engines are extremely low. The new S40 sedan, V50 wagon, S60 sedan and V70 wagon are now available with PZEV engines in several American states.

Safe and healthy interior

The interior of a Volvo is designed to be healthy and safe – even for people with asthma and contact allergies. Particular attention has been focused on the use of environmentally compatible materials. The interior of every Volvo complies with the Oeko-Tex 100 ecological standard – a major step towards a healthier in-car environment. Oeko-Tex 100 certification criteria is published at www.oeko-tex.com.

Oeko-Tex certification covers components such as fabrics, threads, carpets and safety belts. In addition, the leather used in the upholstery is treated in a chromium-free tanning process based on natural plant extracts, and thus also meets the Oeko-Tex requirements.

Other components – mainly metal plated materials – such as the handbrake button, load anchoring eyebolts, Space Ball gear selector and steering wheel badge are tested for contact allergens and meet the EU directive for nickel leakage from jewellery.

Interior Air Quality System (IAQS)

Volvo Cars works systematically to create a healthy passenger compartment environment. In every Volvo, air entering the cabin must first pass through a cabin filter. This filter greatly reduces the amount of dust, particulates and pollen entering the interior.

In addition, all Volvo models sold in Australia can be equipped with an Interior Air Quality System (IAQS). This consists of an electronic sensor that monitors the amount of carbon monoxide in the incoming air and closes the air intakes if the level becomes too high, for example in dense city traffic, traffic jams and tunnels. A combined filter with an activated carbon element helps protect the occupants from virtually all unpleasant odours caused, for example, by petrol and diesel engine exhaust fumes, washer fluid and oil. The combined filter also reduces occupant exposure to gases such as nitrogen oxides, ground-level ozone and hydrocarbons.

Zinc Wheel Weights

In Volvo's systematic approach in reducing environmental impact even the few grams of lead used to balance each wheel were considered inappropriate. The solution is the zinc wheel weight. The lead-free zinc weights were first used on new S40 sedan and V50 wagon and are now used across the 2005 Volvo model range.

Each year, tonnes of lead enter the environment in the form of wheel weights. How severely lead weights impact the environment is not known; however, the European Union is expected to legislate against use of lead weights sometime in the future.

Partnerships and society’s commitments

No single car maker can alter global environmental trends. We have to cooperate to get the best results. Volvo Cars operates as part of an international network of public agencies, researchers, manufacturers and other commercial interests to minimise existing environmental problems and help prevent future problems. The purpose of this cooperation is to identify new technical solutions and to inform customers on how environmental impact can be reduced.

It is the automotive industry’s job to build clean cars. But a cleaner society is something we can only build together. As part of its contribution, Volvo Cars is participating in a number of partnerships and societal projects.

    * Biogas Cities is a cooperative project undertaken by Volvo Cars, AB Volvo, local communities and fuel suppliers to encourage increased use of biogas and natural gas.

    * Volvo Adventure is an international environmental education and competition scheme for young people, a joint project with UNEP, the United Nations Environment Programme. Volvo Adventure is an annual award eligible to primary and secondary students.

    * Volvo Environment Prize, worth more than $(US)200,000, is awarded annually to individuals who make a significant contribution to the advancement of environmental research and development.

EPI – Environmental Product Information

Volvo Environmental Product Information is a unique database which enables the car buyer to assess the lifetime environmental impact of a car and compare different Volvo models and powertrains. For more information, please visit:

www.volvocars.com/epi
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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A Modern Peril: Living Near the Jaws of the Sea

January 11, 2005

 By CORNELIA DEAN 

Until recently, few people lived by the sea. Life there was

just too precarious. 

Nowadays, about half the world's population lives within 10

miles of the coast, often in megacities like Shanghai or

Rio de Janeiro, said Dr. Stephen P. Leatherman of the

International Hurricane Center at Florida International

University. They also live in sprawling, low-lying river

delta settlements like those along the mouths of the Ganges

in Bangladesh. 

In rich countries, people live on the coast because they

can. When erosion threatens their homes, they engineer

elaborate walls or pump more sand onto their beaches. And

when storms damage them, they rely on disaster relief or

insurance payouts. 

In poor countries, people live in harm's way because they

must. They settle in river deltas because they have no

other good farmland, or on the beach because they need to

be near fishing or tourism jobs. 

In the past, people found ways to use the ocean but avoid

its dangers. Indians in New England built their summer

camps near the ocean, for example, but not right on the

beach. And by fall, when the winds started picking up, they

would move inland. 

The Europeans who followed them followed their building

practices as well. When they settled Cape Cod, for example,

they put most of their buildings along Cape Cod Bay, not on

the rougher ocean side, which they dismissed as "the back

beach." 

On the Outer Banks of North Carolina, the story was the

same - first the Indians and then the Europeans settled

away from the ocean. When people finally started building

houses near the dunes, in the 20th century, they designed

them to be movable and put them on lots that ran far back

from the sea - 600 feet or more in some cases. 

Sometimes the advantages of living right on the shore

overwhelmed the disadvantages, but even then people adapted

their lives to the rigors of the coast, as Dr. Orrin H.

Pilkey Jr., a geologist at Duke University who has studied

coastal development around the world, discovered on visits

to barrier islands along the coast of Colombia. 

Islanders lived near the beach because "there was more

breeze there and it gave them a little advantage over the

malaria mosquitoes," Dr. Pilkey said. 

But the islands were earthquake-prone, suffering nine major

quakes in the 20th century, said Dr. Pilkey, who described

the area in his book "A Celebration of the World's Barrier

Islands" (Columbia University Press, 2003). Almost always,

the earthquakes that were generated caused the islands to

subside, making them more and more vulnerable to high water

and erosion. For a while, the islanders dealt with these

problems by retreating from the beach. 

"They built their houses to be portable," Dr. Pilkey said

in an interview. "The houses were made in panels, wood

panels, and they would just take these panels off and in a

matter of days they could move these houses." 

But the subsidence left one island, which once flooded only

two or three times a month, underwater at every high tide.

Finally, an unusually high tide was enough to cut an inlet

across the island, Dr. Pilkey said. The villagers moved

onto the mainland. 

Now, populations are not so movable and the results are all

too familiar. The Indian Ocean tsunami killed more than

150,000 people. A cyclone that struck Bangladesh in 1970

killed 300,000 to 500,000, and the uncertainty about the

toll testifies to the precarious existence of the storm's

victims. In part, the toll was so high because the delta's

impoverished people had cut down its coastal mangrove

forests for cooking fuel, destroying an ecosystem that

might have offered them some protection. Nevertheless, when

the storm ended, many survivors returned to this dangerous

landscape. They had no choice. 

For people like this, and for many of the survivors of last

month's tsunami, abandoning the coast is not an option.

Should they have better local tsunami warning systems? Of

course. But in poor, low-lying areas without ready access

to high ground, how much can warnings help? 

"If you went to the nations that experienced this tsunami a

year ago, they would have said, 'That's low on our priority

list,' " said Dennis S. Mileti, former director of the

Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado and

author of "Disasters by Design" (National Academies Press,

1999). 

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, in Ewa Beach, Hawaii,

which tracked last month's tsunami, was established after

tidal waves generated by an earthquake in the Aleutian

Islands struck Hilo, Hawaii, in 1946, wrecking the town's

waterfront and killing 159 people there. In 1960, the

region was struck by another tsunami. This one killed 61

people. 

The people of Hilo did not abandon their town. "They still

have a port there," Dr. Leatherman said. But fewer people

live along its waterfront. City officials realized that the

town's funnel-shaped harbor amplified the tsunami effects -

and they turned the damaged area into a park.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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World debates tsunami debt deal 
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A debt freeze would help affected countries respond to the disaster


Finance officials from the Paris Club of rich creditor nations are to discuss whether to agree a freeze on the debts owed by tsunami-affected countries. 
The proposal already has the support of several leading members, but questions remain over the terms of any deal. 
The Paris Club would be owed about $5bn (£2.7bn) in debt repayments this year. 
Its meeting comes after Jan Egeland, the UN official co-ordinating tsunami aid, welcomed a commitment by nations to release relief cash swiftly. 
'Extraordinary effort' 
Speaking after a conference in Geneva, he said donor countries had promised $717m (£382m) over the next six months to help the survivors. 
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We're seeing humanity at its very best in the beginning of 2005 

Jan Egeland
UN relief co-ordinator 
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How aid is delivered 
Problems of delivery 
Diary: Aiding Sumatra 


Mr Egeland added it was the first time the UN had collected so much money in such a short space of time after a disaster, calling it an "extraordinary effort". 
The Paris Club's meeting in the French capital on Wednesday will discuss a proposed moratorium on the debt payments of those countries affected by the tsunami. 
The club is made up of creditor nations including the UK, France, Germany, Japan, Russia and the US, and meets about 10 times a year to discuss debts owed to them. 
It is an informal gathering, which describes itself as a "non-institution". Wednesday's meeting in Paris is scheduled to start at 1130 GMT. 
The G7 leading industrialised nations, currently chaired by UK finance minister Gordon Brown, have already backed a freeze on repayments. 
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	Total external debt 

Indonesia $132.2bn 

India $104.4bn 

Thailand $59.2bn 

Malaysia $48.6bn 

Sri Lanka $9.6bn 

Somalia $2.7bn 

Seychelles $560m 

Maldives $270m 

Source: World Bank 


They will now work with the other Paris Club members to discuss how the deal would work and whether each affected country should be treated on an individual basis according to need. 
The idea is that the governments of the countries concerned, among them Indonesia and Sri Lanka, will be able to use their own financial resources to respond to the disaster rather than having to make debt payments. 
"The money spent by Indonesia on one day's debt repayments, could instead pay for 100 much-needed aid flights," said the Jubilee Debt Campaign, which represents charity groups such as Oxfam, Christian Aid and ActionAid. 
Indonesia is one of the world's most heavily indebted nations and more than 105,000 people were killed by the tsunami. 
Help that hurts 
But economists have warned that any debt relief must be structured carefully to avoid creating a heavier burden in the long-term. 
Some development lobby groups, including UK aid agencies Oxfam and Action Aid, have called on the Paris Club nations to write off the debt altogether. 
But the BBC's Caroline Wyatt in Paris says it is an idea most members are unlikely to be able to accept. 
Tuesday's Geneva conference came five days after UN Secretary General Kofi Annan chaired a donor conference in Jakarta, Indonesia, where he issued a call for urgent aid. 
The amount now promised over the next six months is equivalent to 73% of the $977m (£520m) that Mr Annan requested. 
Mr Egeland opened the 81-nation meeting by urging donor countries to release funds more quickly for the relief effort, saying only one-tenth of aid promised had so far been received. 
He also stressed that donor nations must not neglect other humanitarian crises around the world. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Delivering the promise: aid problems 
There is often a difference between aid promised to victims of disasters and aid actually delivered - but the reasons for this are more complex than broken promises. 
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Governments often struggle to deliver useful long-term aid


The problem is not so much evident in the early aftermath when the task is to get the resources and get them to the right places and quickly. 
It mainly concerns long-term reconstruction aid. 
Oxfam's policy director James Ensor, who is in Jakarta for the tsunami donors' conference, said that governments must be held accountable if they do not spend the money they promise. 
"Ordinary people around the world have donated hundreds of millions of dollars to assist the tsunami survivors. They have every right to be outraged if their government's promises made today in Jakarta do not materialise," he said. 
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Pledges are cheap 

John Davison, Christian Aid 
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How aid is distributed 


However, according to experts, it is not only the pledging governments that have a role. 
Malcolm Rodgers, a senior officer for emergencies at Christian Aid in London, says there are three main reasons for the discrepancy between money pledged and money received. 
"The first is the lack of absorptive capacity in the receiving countries. The ability of local administrations to function in some places might have been wiped out. Work sometimes just cannot be undertaken or completed. 
"The second is that donor countries can set conditions. For example, they say that a project has to be carried out by their own consultants or companies and within a set time. 
"Or they might decide that a project is not actually doing much good and abandon it. One could call this donor fatigue. If the conditions are not met, the aid is not given. 
"The third is that the attention of the governments is distracted by other disasters and events and money gets shuffled around to meet those needs." 
Rushed projects 
The discrepancy is evident in many major disasters. After Hurricane Mitch in Central America in 1998, a donor's conference in Stockholm the following year promised $9bn in aid. 
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	MAIN AID PLEDGES 

EU: $30m already being spent on the ground, $132m in short-term aid, $455m for long-term reconstruction 

Australia: $764m, distributed over five years, half the sum in loans 

Germany: $674m in aid over the next three to five years 

Japan: $500m - half in bilateral aid, half through multilateral institutions 

US: $350m in debt relief, no time scale given 

UK: $96m in aid of which $13m spent so far, hundreds of millions more promised 
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Who's giving what 
Quake relief effort 
Do warning systems work? 


According to Malcolm Rodgers, who wrote a report on the aftermath of Mitch, only about 30 to 50% of that money has been spent. 
A year ago, the ancient Iranian city of Bam was hit by an earthquake and $1bn promised. 
The estimates as to how much has reached Bam range from as low as $17m to just $115m. 
However, a closer look at what happened in these two events shows the complexities of reconstruction. 
A World Bank report on Honduras, for example, blamed both conditions set by donors - time limits among them - and the over-ambitious aims of reconstruction. 
"The objective was probably unrealistically ambitious for a country in crisis," it concluded. 
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Up to half the money pledged after Hurricane Mitch was not spent


That meant in practice that Honduras was simply not able to spend all the money on offer. 
The report said: "The quality of reconstruction work has been varied, often seriously inadequate." 
It speaks of rushed projects and a lack of consultation with local people, and criticises organisations for sending people who could not speak Spanish. 
Co-ordination issues 
In the case of Bam, another factor has come into play. This is the plan drawn up by the Iranian government to rebuild this historic city. 
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There has been leap-frogging, even an excess of offers. I am concerned at how all this money will be spent once the media circus has moved on 

Hugh Goyder 
independent consultant 


Such a plan cannot be implemented within a year. So the level of aid actually taken up appears to be limited to temporary measures. That is why people are still living in shelters not houses. 
Another factor is referred to in a World Bank report - the preference of the Iranian government to seek its own sources of finance. 
That said, however, the World Bank approved a $220m reconstruction loan for Bam last September. So eventually more money should be available. But the delay will probably mean that some of the original pledges will lapse. 
By general agreement it seems that the problem of failing to deliver on pledges applies much less to non-governmental organisations. 
This is partly due to the smaller sums involved. But, in the case of British charities, they are bound by rules stipulating that a percentage of the aid - usually 80% - has to be spent within six months and the rest spread out. 
Some argue for a more flexible system but at least the charities know what they have to do. 
Realistic expectations? 
Governments, in the view of some charities, are too free with their promises. John Davison of Christian Aid said bluntly: "Pledges are cheap." 
Hugh Goyder, an independent development consultant in Oxford, implies that it is too easy to pledge. 
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The Bam quake in 2003 killed 20,000 and destroyed ancient sites


"Driven by the media coverage of the tsunami and the humanitarian response this evokes, every leader offers a bigger and bigger figure. 
"There has been leap-frogging, even an excess of offers. I am concerned at how all this money will be spent once the media circus has moved on. 
"The problems of co-ordination are huge. There is the risk of multiple funding of the same project. In Indonesia we also have to avoid corruption for which it is well known. 
"Turning money into houses and livelihoods is a long and difficult process. We need more realistic expectations." 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Tsunami-Hit Indian Islanders Brace For High Tide 
INDIA: January 12, 2005

PORT BLAIR - Hundreds of people slept on footpaths and in playgrounds and temples in India's tsunami-hit Andaman and Nicobar islands amid fears on Tuesday that high tides would inundate low-lying areas, officials said. 

A high-tide warning has been issued across the remote chain of islands in the Bay of Bengal and people in the capital, Port Blair, have been asked to stay away from the low-lying coastal areas until Wednesday. 
The water level touched 2.35 metres (7.75 ft) on Monday night and was expected to reach 2.4 metres (7.9 ft) on Tuesday. 

"We're going to lock our house and sleep in a temple. We'll pray the water doesn't come up too much," said C.H. Krishnaveni, a resident of the fishermen's colony of Junglighat in the heart of the capital. 

The remote islands were among the Indian regions hardest hit by the Dec. 26 tsunami, accounting for almost half the national death toll of more than 15,800. Most of the damage was in the Nicobar chain, which lay nearest the epicentre of the earthquake that caused the huge wave. 

Water flowed into Junglighat, where about 2,000 people live next to a cove, lapping at the doors of homes and shuttered shops. People moved to a nearby hill and many slept on pavements. 

"We did not sleep last night as the waters crossed the road and the drain and came right up to our house," said Ram Kumar, a navy sailor. 

Officials say the undersea earthquake off the nearby coast of the Indonesian island of Sumatra may have altered the topography of some of the islands in the Andaman and Nicobar chain, making low-lying areas more vulnerable to flooding at high tide. 

Relief work was not affected by the high tide. India says almost 300,000 of the island group's 356,000 residents were affected by the tsunami and 40,000 are living in refugee camps. 

Hundreds more are feared trapped in forests on remote islands where the military has airdropped food and water. 

The relief work is being hampered by tight restrictions on all travel, including by Indians, to the Nicobars, home to several primitive hunter-gather tribes virtually untouched by the modern world and now numbering just a few hundred members. 


Story by Kamil Zaheer 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters 

UN Urges Donor Generosity For "Forgotten" Crises 
SWITZERLAND: January 12, 2005

GENEVA - The top United Nations aid official on Tuesday urged donors to extend generosity in the post-tsunami era to 26 million people facing death in "forgotten crises" from the Congo to the occupied Palestinian territories. 

The earthquake and killer waves which struck 13 Indian Ocean nations on Dec. 26 had set a "new standard" for international compassion, declared Jan Egeland, UN emergency relief coordinator. 
He was addressing a news conference as officials from some 80 countries met to make pledges towards the UN's appeal for $1.7 billion for 14 neglected humanitarian crises in 2005, which was announced last November. 

Since then, public and private donors have pledged billions of dollars to help 5 million tsunami victims in Asia and Africa, showing "humanity at its best", according to Egeland. 

It was vital that the good intentions were converted into real assistance, because too often in the past donors had been found wanting when it came to meeting their promises, he added. 

"We have especially in these kinds of dramatic natural catastrophes a disproportion between generous pledges and actual money delivered ... More money was promised than was actually delivered," he said. 



1,000 DIE EVERY DAY IN CONGO 

But programmes to provide food, clean water and shelter for 26 million people struggling to survive in neglected areas were equally important, he said. "Because it is really tsunami-style kinds of catastrophes that are hitting these people." 

Some 1,000 people still die each day in the Democratic Republic of Congo -- where an estimated 3 million people have already perished in the last five years -- as conflict and disease continue to take their toll, he said. 

"You could say it is a tsunami every five months, year in and year out, in the Congo. And it can be prevented." 

Yet in 2004, the UN only received $2 billion for its $3.4 billion appeal for victims in 21 hot spots ranging from Ivory Coast to North Korea and the occupied Palestinian territories. 

It had been "a nightmare" to raise funds for appeals for most regions of Africa, he added, noting it only got two-thirds of the $162 million it sought last year for Congo. 

The locust plague which swept across Africa was another example of neglect where the United Nations got "too little too late" from donors despite its warnings. 

"The earlier the money comes, the more we can do in terms of prevention and preparation, and the more money we save and the more suffering we save," Egeland said. 

"We should agree on one basic principle. It is as terrible to be wounded in Congo as it is in Kosovo. It is as bad to be displaced in northern Uganda as it is in northern Iraq. It is as terrible to starve in Darfur, Sudan as it is on the beaches of tsunami-stricken nations." 

The tsunami disaster and outpouring of grief had provoked internal debates in many countries about aid levels, he said. "Some have found that the little handouts of the past have not been enough and there should be more. 

"We have a handful of excellent donors that really try to set aside money for the neglected and forgotten. I wish that all would do that." 


Story by Stephanie Nebehay 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Remote Areas Challenge in Tsunami Alert System 
MAURITIUS: January 12, 2005

PORT LOUIS - The framework of a worldwide tsunami warning system is already in place, but speeding word to the most remote and vulnerable areas is the biggest challenge ahead, experts said on Tuesday. 

It is too early to project a cost and timescale for the global warning system championed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, forecasting experts said at a meeting on the problems of small island states. 
The alert system has taken centre stage at the UN conference, held this week in the Mauritian capital, since a Dec. 26 Indian Ocean tsunami killed at least 156,000 people. 

Thousands may have been spared had warning reached countries like Sri Lanka, India, and Somalia before the wave struck. 

"What is essential is the awareness at the ground level, and the ground level is remote fishing villages and places like that," said Walter Erdelen, head of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization's natural sciences unit. 

Many areas lack the communications infrastructure to receive a warning in time to react, he told Reuters. 

Once the wires are in place, disaster management agencies have to teach residents what to do when the warning comes, Erdelen said. 

The United Nations has a global communications system that can be used now for broadcasting tsunami alerts to the Indian Ocean and elsewhere, said Michel Jarraud, head of the UN's World Meteorological Organization. 

The region's existing cyclone warning system could also be adapted easily for tsunamis, he said. 

Small islands, many of them among the world's poorest states, will probably not have to contribute much money to the system since the tsunami has opened up donors' wallets, Erdelen said. 

The United States, Japan, Australia, China, Germany and others have offered to finance the system, UN officials say. 

The biggest cost will be dispatching or upgrading remote forecasting equipment, followed by aid to improve the capabilities of local weather agencies, said Laura Kong, head of the UN's International Tsunami Information Center in Hawaii. 

"But this will pale in comparison to the relief efforts being done now," Kong said. 

Every dollar spent on disaster preparation and warning is estimated to save countless lives and $7 in post-catastrophe damage, Jarraud said. 

Planning is already under way, and UNESCO head Koichiro Matsuura is to announce a global scheme for the warning system at the meeting on Wednesday. Experts will tackle the logistics of building it next week at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan. 


Story by C. Bryson Hull
____________________________________________________________________________________________
The Hindu
Coral reefs escape tsunami fury 

By R. Vimal Kumar 

TUTICORIN, JAN. 6. Though the tsunami hit coastal regions with destructive power, it has not caused damage to coral reefs, as many environmentalists feared, in areas between Tuticorin and Rameswaram. 

This was revealed in a assessment over the last few days by Suganthi Devadason Marine Research Institute (SDMRI), affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, in collaboration with Tuticorin Port Trust, in the Gulf of Mannar. 

A five-member team of SCUBA (self contained breathing apparatus) equipped divers, led by J.K. Patterson Edward, director, SDMRI, conducted the assessment at 11 sites chosen randomly. 

Talking to The Hindu, Dr. Edward said, "Our team found that the tsunami has not had any major impact on reef areas, as there was no significant damage to sea grass beds engulfing the reefs. Water near the coral reef collections was clear without any turbidity." 

Dr. Edward said due to strong waves some branching corals such as `Acropora Cytherea' were tilted a bit and a few branches of `Acropora Intermedia' were broken. 

Minor damage 

He, however, added, "it is not alarming considering that such a damage is transitional and has occurred to just one or two per cent of the total live branching coral cover in the area." 

The members noticed that reef fish such as snapper, jacks, emperor breams, rabbit fish, groupers, parrot fish, spiny lobsters, cuttlefish, eels and soldier fish were found in abundance in areas where the survey was conducted. 

© Copyright 2000 - 2005 The Hindu
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The Hindu

`Quarrying made Kanyakumari coast vulnerable' 

By P.S. Suresh Kumar 

NAGERCOIL, JAN. 7. The large-scale removal of mineral sand from the Kanyakumari coast had made it vulnerable to the tsunami, the convenor of the Nagercoil chapter of the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage, R.S. Lal Mohan said. 

He told The Hindu that if Indian Rare Earths Limited and other private mineral companies had not removed millions of tonnes of coastal sand many lives would have been saved. He also criticised the levelling of sand dunes to lay the coastal road from Manakudi to Pallam and the permissions granted for the construction of buildings within 500 metres of the shore. He advocated a ban on the excavation of mineral sand and the levelling of sand dunes in the coastal areas of the district. He urged the Government to strictly implement the coastal regulation zone (CRZ) notification along the Kanyakumari coast. Though the CRZ notification banned any construction within 500 metres of the high tide mark, a coastal road had been laid from Pallam to Melamanakudi within 10 metres of the mark. The road had been laid by levelling sand dunes, despite opposition from environmental organisations. Now the road had been washed away by the sea. Fewer lives would have been lost if the CRZ notification had been implemented strictly, he said.The INTACH's executive committee has decided to send a memorandum to the Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, and other officials for a ban on coastal sand extraction, levelling of coastal sand dunes. It has also asked for the implementation of the CRZ notification in the district. 

The INTACH is drawing up short and long-term plans to help the tsunami victims. As a short-term measure, the trust will issue materials such as notebooks to the affected. Mobilising funds to construct houses for the victims are part of the long-term measures, he said. 

© Copyright 2000 - 2005 The Hindu
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Earlier Disasters: For Honduras and Iran, World's Aid Evaporated

January 11, 2005

 By GINGER THOMPSON and NAZILA FATHI 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras - The people of San Miguel Arcángel

know all too well what it is like to be struck by disaster,

and they have watched the world rush to Asia's rescue with

sober eyes. 

Elder Nahum Cáceres said his entire community was swept off

a hillside six years ago by Hurricane Mitch. In his wallet

he keeps a handwritten list of the dozen international aid

organizations that have come and gone since then. 

"I don't know how much they sent, but they tell me this is

a million-dollar project," Mr. Cáceres said, looking down

over an unsightly patch of flat gray houses in different

stages of completion. "I would like them to see what has

happened with all their money." 

Eric Moscoso, a neighbor of Mr. Cáceres, was more succinct:

"We are abandoned." 

Six years ago it was scenes from Honduras that filled

television newscasts and newspaper pages. Then as now,

there was a public outpouring of sympathy and support. Then

as now, heads of state pledged huge amounts of aid.

International relief agencies committed themselves to

"build back better," promising to stay for the long term

and provide the tools needed to overcome the social and

economic forces that make the poor so vulnerable. 

It is possible that this time will be different, that the

donor nations really will come through with the aid they

have promised, and there are reasons for optimism. [In

Washington on Monday, President Bush promised a "long-term

commitment" to the victims and urged Americans not to

reduce charitable giving to other parts of the world.] 

In addition, the tsunami catastrophe, in sheer numbers of

victims and countries affected, is on a scale far greater

than any recent natural disaster. And in the post-9/11

world - particularly the United States, with the war in

Iraq and the fight against terrorism - the richer countries

now have a strong incentive to demonstrate their

sensitivity to the concerns of people in developing

countries, and particularly to Muslims, who died in

disproportionate numbers in the waves. 

But all too often when disaster strikes - from here in

Honduras to Iran, where the ancient city of Bam was

shattered by an earthquake a year ago, to Mozambique, which

endured floods in 2000 - that mission seems to last only as

long as the media attention. 

After the last bodies are counted and public focus shifts,

governments stop sending money, pledges are withdrawn, many

private relief organizations pack their bags and the poor

are left to finish reconstruction projects in the face of

the same entrenched systems of corruption and neglect. 

Walking with Mr. Cáceres through the dirt streets of San

Miguel Arcángel, one has a hard time telling whether his

neighborhood is doomed or coming back to life. 

Half of the sturdy, concrete houses have not been properly

wired for electricity. A water and sanitation system was

installed four months ago, but the main pump broke down

over Christmas. There is a school, but mothers say the

teachers have worse attendance records than their children.

There is a clinic but no doctor, a police post with no

officers, and a community meeting hall, but no one in the

community has the keys. 

"We have new houses, but all the rest is the same," Mr.

Cáceres said. "It's true we were poor before. And we are

still poor. But now we are forgotten." 

As aid officials plan how to deal with the challenges

facing the battered coasts of Thailand, Sri Lanka, India

and Indonesia, some have cautioned that they must do things

differently this time. 

"There is still this feeling that we want to do the right

thing, right now, but we don't want to stay in it for the

long term," said Eric Schwartz, a former Clinton

administration official. As a senior National Security

Council official, he helped organize the United States

response to Hurricane Mitch. "Maybe the tsunami crisis

could be used as a vehicle to educate ourselves about the

importance of staying the course," he said. 

Meeting in Brussels on Jan. 7, directors of Europe's relief

agencies looked back at the record of reconstruction

efforts in Honduras, Iran and Mozambique to examine how

those operations had fallen short. 

Mitch was the tsunami of its time, a freak of nature that

hovered over this region for nearly five days, dumping rain

measured in feet, not inches. It was called the

hemisphere's most devastating disaster of the century, one

that turned rivers into raging torrents and unleashed

landslides, killing and burying its victims all at once. It

cost an estimated 9,000 lives and more than $9 billion in

property damage. 

Pledges Unfulfilled 

Soon after the tragedy, the international community pledged

about $9 billion to help rebuild Central America. Today,

experts at the Center on International Cooperation at New

York University say most of that money never materialized.

Half of what did was offered as loans, Honduran officials

said. 

Trocaire, the overseas development agency of the Roman

Catholic Church in Ireland, said Europe did not even begin

its $250 million reconstruction plan in Honduras until

three years after the hurricane struck. And it said debt

relief meant little to Honduras because the country was

still obligated to make interest payments on its debt,

estimated at some $219 million last year. 

Abby Stoddard, a research assistant at the Center on

International Cooperation, said, "In general, relief funds

are disbursed quicker than recovery funds, which are needed

after the cameras go away, and there is no mechanism for

holding governments accountable for living up to their

pledges." 

That pattern was apparent in Iran, too. A year after an

earthquake with a magnitude of 6.9 destroyed the central

city of Bam, killing more than 40,000 people and leaving

almost as many homeless, the streets there are still strewn

with mounds of rubble. Tens of thousands of people who lost

their homes remain crowded in prefabricated housing. 

The authorities there promised to have the ancient city

rebuilt by now. But navigating Iran's byzantine bureaucracy

and legal system held up projects longer than many relief

organizations could wait. 

"Time is crucial" for the relief groups, said Patrick

Parson, project coordinator of the British-based medical

relief agency Merlin. "A lot of them just got tired of

waiting and pulled out." 

As a result, Iranian officials reported that they had

received only $17 million of the $1 billion pledged by the

international community to help rebuild the 2000-year-old

city. United Nations officials, including Secretary General

Kofi Annan, have recently called on world leaders to

fulfill their pledges. 

"Foreign aid had more positive psychological effect than

anything else," said Dr. Hamid Reza Jamshidi, the Iranian

health minister's representative in Bam. "People had lost

everything, their home and their family. They felt they

were not left alone when they saw different groups of

foreigners in the city." 

Central America, as a battlefield of the cold war, has long

been accustomed to foreign occupation. But the people of

Honduras had never seen anything like the military

operations that arrived to bring aid after Hurricane Mitch.

Honduras, the region's poorest country, was the hardest

hit. The scope of death and destruction pales in comparison

to that still unfolding across the Indian Ocean. 

Response to Hurricane 

But Mitch was considered an

unparalleled natural disaster back then, and like the

killer tsunamis, it stirred an enormous response. Mexico

established a special air route to the affected areas and

sent airplanes, helicopters and military ships to transport

medicine and food. Canadian air force crews shuttled daily

to deliver aid. 

The United States promised more money than it had for any

previous disaster - some $900 million - and sent a military

relief force of a scale not seen since the Berlin airlift

50 years earlier. At least nine countries deferred debt

payments. 

When the waters began to recede, relief workers and Central

American authorities looked into the face of the disaster

and saw opportunities. They promised more than bricks and

mortar to rebuild communities. 

In a meeting in Stockholm in 1999, about six months after

the storm, donor countries and Central American governments

committed themselves to channeling money into long-term

programs to transform the region. 

Donor governments insisted on close scrutiny of the

spending. Japan and Switzerland hired only subcontractors

from their own countries to rebuild Honduras's major

bridges, recalled Moisés Starkman, the former Honduran

minister of international cooperation. The United States

approved only those infrastructure projects that had been

examined by the Army Corps of Engineers. 

But just as the first new bricks were being laid, the

United States Congress set a two-year-deadline on

Washington's reconstruction programs, contending that the

money was for emergency relief. And when the federal money

was gone, so were many private organizations, whether their

projects were finished or not. 

Phil Gelman, regional adviser for the United States Office

of Foreign Disaster Assistance, was working in Honduras for

Care International at the time. That deadline, he said,

doomed American projects to fail at achieving long-term

goals. 

'You can build a house in three years," he said. "You can

build a house in three months. But rebuilding systems is a

different thing. 

"These countries did not get to be the way they are

overnight. They don't change overnight." 

That becomes clear during a visit to places like San Miguel

Arcángel. It is one of several sprawling housing complexes

built for those displaced by Hurricane Mitch in an area

known as Amarateca, about 15 miles north of Tegucigalpa. 

The project began with a single great promise: to provide

safe, affordable housing to people who had never had it

before. There are some places where the promise for a

better life seems clearer, but they are the exception, not

the rule. 

Not far from San Miguel Arcángel is a community built with

support of the Spanish government and the Red Cross, called

Ciudad España. The 1,300 units have electricity and running

water. There is a library, a police post, an elementary and

a junior high school, three day care centers and a senior

center. 

Luis Felipe Quiroz is a leader on the newly elected

community council. "The hurricane took everything from me,"

he said. "From that moment on I was nothing. Now I have my

life back." 

Most of those left homeless by Hurricane Mitch had lived in

slums perched on the banks of the Choluteca River, which

cuts through the center of the capital. They had unreliable

sources of electricity and water. And they were squatting

on land declared uninhabitable because of the potential for

deadly floods. 

Little Time for Planning 

Three years after Mitch, 20,000 people were still homeless

and living in temporary shelters. Relief agencies

complained that the Honduran government provided almost no

help in finding sites inside the capital to build new

housing complexes. By the time they identified Amarateca -

far from ideal because of a 45-minute bus ride from jobs-

relief agencies had little time for urban planning. 

They rushed to put up walls and roofs, before municipal

authorities installed basic services. Then the government

reneged on its promise to provide the services. The

hurricane victims rebelled. 

In 2002, about 200 people stormed into a church in the

capital and told the priest that no one could leave until

the families were permitted to move into permanent housing.

Relief agencies relented, but there was no electricity,

running water and sanitation in the new homes. 

A year later, angry residents blocked the major northbound

highway to demand basic services. 

Mr. Cáceres said they finally got electricity six months

ago. The United States Army Corps of Engineers installed a

water system four months ago; it promptly broke down. 

Today, people in San Miguel Arcángel say the houses built

by the international community are better than anything

they could have ever dreamed of buying on their own. But

many are unemployed, and costs have risen. 

"Just as fast as we built this community, it will

disappear, because people do not have what they need to

live," Mr. Cáceres said. 

Ginger Thompson reported from Honduras for this article and

Nazila Fathi from Iran. Stephanie Strom contributed

reporting from New York.
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General Environment News

OWMO supports tsunami warning system in Indian Ocean
Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) supports the setting up of an early warning system for tsunamis in the Indian Ocean in order to preserve human lives, WMO Secretary General, Michel Jarraud said here Tuesday. He told a UN conference on Small Island States, which opened Tuesday at domaine Les Pailles, near Port Louis, that an early warning system for tsunamis would soon be a reality in this region and in other vulnerable areas of the world. "We must do everything to save our lives," he warned, adding that whatever the size of the financial investment required for the putting in place of this system, the cost will clearly be lower in comparison with the benefits that will result from it. There is also need of an education campaign for the public in general and political decision-makers in particular. "The challenge will be that all countries, especially the least developed ones, have the structures necessary to develop this system.”If one dollar has to be spent for prevention, we will do so, if not we are going to spend seven dollars to compensate for the damage caused by natural disasters," he added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069173&dte=11/01/2005
Ecology: Rising Seas Threaten Ports, Coasts and Islands

L'Express (Port Louis): It sounds insignificant alongside the Indian Ocean tsunami, yet an almost imperceptible annual rise in the world's oceans may pose a huge threat to ports, coasts and islands by 2100. Leaders of 37 small island states meet in Mauritius from January 10-14 to discuss an early warning system to protect against tsunamis and a creeping rise in ocean levels, blamed widely global warming. Rising sea levels, now about two mm (0.08 inch) a year, could swamp low-lying countries like Tuvalu in the Pacific or the Maldives in the Indian Ocean if temperatures keep rising. They could also lead to hugely expensive damage worldwide. "It's often presented as a problem only for developing nations," said Mike MacCracken, chief scientist for climate change programmes at the Climate Institute, a Washington think-tank. "(But) developed countries will be very much at risk because so many infrastructures are at sea level." Many of the world's biggest cities are near coasts - including Calcutta, Dhaka, Lagos, London, New York, Shanghai and Tokyo. Flooding could cause billions of dollars of damage. In Bangladesh, 17 million people live less than one meter (three feet) above sea level. McCracken and some other experts say that recent evidence of a faster than expected melt of Greenland and Antarctic ice indicate that the rise in sea levels would be in the upper half of a 9-88 cm range projected by the UN's climate panel by 2100. Seas rose by 10-20 cm in the 20th century, according to the UN scientists. Thermal expansion - water gets bigger as it warms - would be the main cause of rising seas while melting glaciers and ice caps would add volume. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501110456.html
Wade suggests biological war on invading locusts
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Senegalese president Abdoulaye Wade Tuesday insisted on the need to integrate a political dimension in locusts' control in order to destroy them, as a matter of priority, at their primary habitat. "What we advocate today is biological war, which must enable us to find the means of invading the colony of locusts, through organic destruction of all the germs wherever they are", Wade to journalists shortly after the opening of the international workshop here on locust menace. Based on the history of locust control in African and around the world, Wade believes that "what remains to be done in this fight is to find locust-eating species". He said that would "eliminate forever what has become a scourge and which threatens our already fragile farmers". Wade also expects from this dialogue "solutions for locust control", if not "it would be useless to deploy efforts for the development of the rural areas and agriculture". "After a biological war, which has a long-term perspective," Wade proposes "a physical, even electronic fight to remove the invading locusts". Convinced that the workshop will find efficient strategies, Wade meantime deplores the "dearth of strategic and basic research in Africa to wipe out these migrating locusts". This is why Wade expects from researchers in Africa and from around the world, who came to Dakar, "willingness to come together, to co-ordinate their goal and to concentrate on the fight, through permanent information-sharing". Moreover, the Senegalese president urged donors for both immediate and long-term intervention in the fight against locusts". http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069177&dte=11/01/2005
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UN or UNEP in the news

IOC chief praises China's preparation for 2008 Games
EastDay.com, China, 12 January 2005 -International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Jacques Rogge has praised China's preparation for the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. 
"It's always a great challenge to organize an Olympic Games because it's a huge, huge organization, a very complex one. Definitely, our Chinese friends have everything in hands, and the yare doing extremely well," Rogge told Xinhua after meeting with United Nations Environment Program officials in Nairobi on Tuesday. 
http://english.eastday.com/eastday/englishedition/sports/userobject1ai790499.html 

IOC chief praises China's preparation for 2008 Games
People's Daily Online, China, 12 January 2005 - http://english.people.com.cn/200501/12/eng20050112_170330.html  

Green envoys galvanized to action
China Daily, China, Xu Xiaodan, 2005-01-12- Lessons learnt by a group of university undergraduates who joined an international symposium in Germany have been the inspiration behind a raft of environmental projects. 
Organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and pharmaceutical giant Bayer, the gathering brought together 80 young people - environmental envoys - from 11 nations. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-01/12/content_408022.htm 

The UNEP Executive Director assures the President that they will send a team to assess the environmental impacts of the tsunami 
Aafathis (English News), 12/1/2005- The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Dr. Klaus Toepfer has offered to send a team to the Maldives to assess the environmental impacts of last month’s tsunami, in a telephone conversation with the President. During the call, the President pointed out that the assistance of UNEP was very important at this time of national tragedy.
http://www.aafathisnews.com.mv/main.asp?inctype=english&StoryID=4676,001100030005.asp 

The President calls for a global partnership in dealing with the common environment Aafathis (English News), 12/1/2005 - The President has called on the international community to be more strident in forging a global partnership in dealing with the common environment, at this time of global mourning. He made the statement in a message that he sent to the International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, which began yesterday in Port Louis, Mauritius. The message was delivered yesterday at the Panel Discussion led by UNEP on environmental vulnerability of SIDS.
http://www.aafathisnews.com.mv/main.asp?inctype=english&StoryID=4675,001100030005.asp 

UNEP pledges support for 2008 Beijing Olympic
Xinhua, China,NAIROBI, Jan. 11 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is working closely with China to ensure the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games to be remembered as the greenest Olympics, a senior UNEP official said here Tuesday. 
    "We are looking forward to working with the Chinese government, with the organizing committee, in ensuring that the 2008 Olympics in Beijing are remembered as the greenest Olympics so far," Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP's deputy executive director told Xinhua. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-01/11/content_2447215.htm 

Island nations need more than promises
China Daily  Updated: 2005-01-12 - A meeting of delegates from 40 small island nations to look at sustainable development held on Monday on Mauritius in the Indian Ocean was dominated by topics of the devastating earthquake and tsunami. 
….Mauritian Prime Minister Paul Raymond Berenger, who chaired the one-day meeting, told the opening session of the UN International Meeting to Review Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States that there are "lessons to be learnt from the tragedy that resulted from the tsunami. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-01/12/content_408140.htm 

Scientists warn small islands of climate's disastrous impacts
People's Daily Online, China, 12 January 2005 -Rising sea levels combined withother extreme climatic events such as more frequent and powerful hurricanes and new patterns of cyclones have already caused major damage in many small island developing states (SIDS), and the worst seems yet to come. 
… Addressing delegates from more than 100 countries at the crucial UN conference, Pachauri said that there were several actions that could be taken to protect human beings and communities from the effects of such climate change. "Protective devices could be set up to reduce that risk." 
He added that coral structures could be of particular value in terms of protecting coastlines. 
http://english.people.com.cn/200501/12/eng20050112_170362.html 

UN Agencies provide clean-up gear
The Nation (Thailand), 12 January 2005 – A joint assessment mission conducted this week by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and the Food and Agricultural Organisation has prompted the UNDP to provide clean-up equipment to help rehabilitate coral reefs off the Thai tsunami-hit coast.
Heavy debris – from deck chairs to kitchen sinks – is putting coral at risk. Equipment including a vehicle and boat trailer, rubber speed boat, GPS, diving gear, underwater cameras and underwater lift bags will e delivered to the Department of Marine Resources to begin immediate work on affected areas. 

UNDP help for coral clean-up 
Bangkok Post, 12 January 2005 - http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Jan2005_news17.php  

UN to use outside auditors to monitor tsunami aid
The Nation (Thailand), 12 January 2005 – The United Nations is to use an independent firm of auditor to help ensure that aid money promised for the Asian tsunami disaster relief effort finds its way to those in need, a UN official said yesterday.
The world body has accepted an offer by the UN firm PricewaterhouseCoopers to audit the massive aid delivers, said Elisabeth byrs, spokeswoman for the UN humanitarian coordinating agency OCHA.
”The UN has accepted a free offer from the auditors PricewaterhouseCoopers to follow the aid for the tsunami victims,” Byrs said. She said the agreement was part of UN efforts to ensure transparency in  aid pledges. “Every dollar given will be audited so the public can be informed.” (AFP)

Clinton, Unicef set up fund
The Nation (Thailand), 12 January 2005 – Former US president Bill Clinton and the United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef) announced on Monday the creation of a special fund to provide uncontaminated water to victims of the Asian tsunami disaster.
….The money will be used by Unicef and other agencies “to make sure that we do everything we can to keep people alive and to prevent the spread of disease,” Clinton said…

General Environment News

EARTHQUAKE AFTERMATH : Geologists: The South has changed 
The Nation, Published on January 12, 2005 - Region’s risk level may be upgraded in wake of December 26 
The seismic hazard level of the South might have to be increased from zero-low risk to moderate-fairly high risk because the recent Sumatra earthquake and tsunami have had a profound effect on the region’s geological structure, leading earthquake experts have warned. 

The most visible indicators are the ongoing soil collapse, which has created a series of sinkholes all over the region. The largest of the 18 holes found in the past two weeks by the Department of Mineral Resources is in Nakhon Si Thammarat, measuring 20 metres in diameter and 10 metres deep.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2005/01/12/headlines/index.php?news=headlines_16043708.html 


Coastal defence is national defence
The Daily Star, Bangladesh, Md Saeedur Rahman, 12 January 2005 - Bangladesh's coast is hydrologically aggressive and prone to extreme cataclysms with eventual vulnerabilities to the hard core poor. It has 710 km long coast along the northern tip of the Bay of Bengal. The coast of Bangladesh, based on geomorphologic conditions and hydrological features, can broadly be divided in three distinct regions: the eastern, the central, and the western. It has 25,150 Km2 of internal water up to base line. The territorial water of the country is 9,100 Km2 up to 12 nautical miles. The estimated total marine water is 166,000 Km2. The coastal population is 33 million with about same density as compared to the rest of the country. The poverty rate is higher and access to common facilities is lower over every sphere of livelihood. The tide along the coast of Bangladesh is of semi-diurnal type. The variation in tidal range is less than 2 m to about 6 m. The maximum current velocities vary from approximately 0.1 m/s to 4 m/s in tidal channels. 
http://www.thedailystar.net/2005/01/12/d501121501110.htm 

Rising seas threaten islands, cities
The Daily Star, Bangladesh, 12 January 2005 - Reuters, Oslo - It sounds insignificant alongside the Indian Ocean tsunami, yet an almost imperceptible annual rise in the world's oceans may pose a huge threat to ports, coasts and islands by 2100. 
Leaders of 37 small island states meet in Mauritius this week to discuss an early warning system to protect against tsunamis and a creeping rise in ocean levels, blamed widely on global warming. 
http://www.thedailystar.net/2005/01/12/d50112012521.htm

Rising Seas Threaten Islands, Cities, Coasts
Keralanext, India, 11 January 2005 - http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=92012 

Barrington Tops swamps listing-endangered ecological community
Gloucester Advocate, Australia - Wednesday, 12 January 2005 The NSW Scientific Committee has listed the montane peatlands and swamps of the state's highland areas as an endangered econological community, and in the Barrington Tops this includes PolBlue, Boggy Swamp, Butchers Swamp and Horse Swamp.

The listing by the scientific committee recongises the high value of these areas and their sensitivity to a range of threatening processes including climate change, weed invasion, road construction , overgrazing, feral animals, frequent or high intensity fires and mining.
http://gloucester.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=general%20news&story_id=362676&m=12&y=2005 

State of World report: Gorbachev for global glasnost : War on terror overshadows graver threats to security
The New Nation, Bangladesh  - Jan 11, 2005, By Mostafa Kamal Majumder 
The global war on terror is diverting the world's attention from the central causes of instability, reports the Worldwatch Institute in its annual State of the World 2005. Acts of terror and the dangerous reactions they provoke are symptomatic of underlying sources of global insecurity, including the perilous interplay among poverty, infectious disease, environmental degradation, and rising competition over oil and other resources.
http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/article_15377.shtml 

Nepal becomes ozone friendly
Nepali Times (#229, 7-13 January 2005) (NARESH NEWAR) - Smugglers along the Indo-Nepal border trading in illegal CFCs could jeopardise Nepal’s obligations to protect the ozone layer -Nepal is one of the 188 countries in the world that have signed and ratified the Montreal Protocol to phase out chemicals that harm the earth’s ozone layer. But unscrupulous traders have been using Nepal as a trans-shipment point to smuggle these chemicals to India and we are in danger of being put on the non-compliance list.

Not only has this besmirched Nepal’s international reputation but Nepali officials have found it difficult to convince the United Nations that it intends to adhere to its treaty commitment to phase out ozone-depleting chemicals by 2010.
http://www.nepalnews.com/ntimes/issue229/nation.htm 


Environmental damage overlooked - Experts want to see sand dunes restored
Bangkok Post, 12 January 2005 (RANJANA WANGVIPULA) - - Environmentalists yesterday urged the government to look beyond the immediate devastation along resort beaches caused by the deadly tsunamis and consider one of its causes _ tourism development that destroyed a natural barrier _ sand dunes. 
``Do not only focus on the devastation caused by the tsunamis but look at other damage that has occurred for a very long time,'' said Chirapol Sintunawa of Association for the Development of Environmental Quality.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Jan2005_news10.php 
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UN registry of damage to Palestinians from Israeli barrier moves step closer
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4 experts named to help Security Council prevent WMDs from falling into terrorists' hands

• 
Haiti receives funds for elections in 2005, UN mission says

• 
UN, Guatemala sign agreement to open human rights office

• 
UN refugee chief begins Asian visit aimed at solving Afghan refugee problem

Tsunami donor session opens with UN call to pay up and not forget other crises 

11 January - Representatives from 70 countries, both donors and victims of last month's devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, met in Geneva today to allocate the nearly $1 billion United Nations flash appeal, with top emergency officials pleading with contributors to stand by their pledges while not forgetting the world's other crises. 

The conference will determine priority needs for the next six months and UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland told a news briefing the UN already had concrete commitments today from donors for $717 million out of the $977 million appeal. 

"This has never ever happened before that two weeks after a disaster, we have $717 million that we can spend on the immediate emergency relief effort," he said. "I expect from hearing the very generous pledges additionally that we will have 100 per cent coverage of this emergency appeal." 

But he stressed that the world needs to agree that it is as terrible to starve in Darfur, Sudan, as it is to starve on the beaches of a tsunami-stricken nation, referring to the Sudanese region where conflict over nearly two years has displaced 1.65 million people in what the UN has called the world's worst humanitarian crisis. 

Pledges so far for overall tsunami relief are put at between $3 billion and $4 billion for a disaster that has killed 160,000, injured more than a half million people and left up to 5 million lacking basic services in a dozen countries, with hundreds of thousands at risk of deadly epidemics due to lack of clean drinking water, medicines and sanitation. 

"There was also a very strong commitment by the conference, not only the affected countries but also the donor countries, to strengthen early warning, preparedness and prevention efforts," Mr. Egeland said. "We can never ever again have this kind of a catastrophe in the world where a dozen countries were taken aback and millions of people were taken aback in this manner. We have to get a system going to avoid a repeat of such a disaster." 

The UN is spearheading efforts to set up an early warning system similar to that now existing only for the volcano and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim region. It is estimated that tens of thousands of lives might have been saved had a fully functioning system covered the Indian Ocean region, giving coastal populations enough time to reach higher ground before the gigantic waves struck - hours after the initial earthquake in many of the devastated countries. 

Noting that today was also the start of the UN's overall 2005 humanitarian appeals, Mr. Egeland called these, if anything, even more important than the one for the tsunami since they involved life-saving assistance to more than 20 million people in disaster-stricken areas around the world. 

If it is agreed that human life is worth the same, then there should be the same generosity to all in need, he said. The world has never been richer and it should thus be possible to feed those 20 million people as well. 

Returning to another theme that UN officials have been stressing almost since the tsunami disaster occurred on 26 December, Mr. Egeland appealed to donors to deliver all the money they have pledged, aware that this has not been the case in previous disasters such as Hurricane Mitch in Central America in 1998, when billions of dollars were pledged but much less actually received. 

He said that during dramatic natural disasters, there was a disproportion between generous pledges and actual money delivered to the victims. The UN wants to be held accountable as agencies working on the ground and it wants donors to be held accountable for the promises made, he added. 

As for the work on the ground, the UN has still not been able to reach all those affected by the tsunami at so-called ground zero on the western coast of Sumatra in Indonesia due to destroyed roads and bridges over an expanse of hundreds of kilometres, the Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Kevin M. Kennedy, said in a daily update in New York. 

The area around Meulaboh, where up to 40,000 people are estimated to have died, is still inaccessible by land, although helicopters have landed there. Indonesia remains the "centre of our attention and our largest concern," he added. 

He said cooperation with the Indonesian authorities was excellent and although relief agencies have to request permission to visit some areas this was a "fair request" given the insecurity due to a war with separatists in Aceh province and had in no way affected the ability to move around. 

As an example of the scope of the relief operations in Indonesia, which accounts for more than two thirds of the dead, Mr. Kennedy noted that 200 flights a day are now arriving at Banda Aceh airport, which before the disaster only received three daily, while food assistance is now reaching 300,000 people in Sumatra. 

As for Sri Lanka, the next-most ravaged nation, aid is now reaching everywhere and "we have a good grip on things," he said. 

UN agencies zero in on specific tsunami relief from mental health to blankets 
11 January - As ministers from more than 30 countries gathered in Geneva today to determine priorities for the nearly $1 billion United Nations flash appeal for the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, specialized UN agencies in the field are pinpointing areas for immediate action from mobilizing child trauma experts to delivering blankets. 

The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) reported that a team of 36 child psychologists, psychiatrists, paediatricians and nurses has been mobilized to work in the four hardest-hit provinces of Thailand, where large numbers of children have lost parents, relatives and friends, and have witnessed horrific scenes of destruction. 

"Providing teachers with practical guidance on how to work with children going through tremendous grief is a critical first step in their recovery," UNICEF Representative Inese Zalitis said. "Teachers can be equipped as a 'front line' of trauma support." 

In Somalia, at the other end of the vast rim of death and destruction spawned by the 26 December tsunami, which killed at least 160,000 people, injured more than a half million others and left up to 5 million lacking basic services in a dozen nations, UNICEF is providing clean drinking water, a vital element in preventing outbreaks of diarrhoeal diseases such as cholera and typhoid which could claim tens of thousands of more lives. 

Meanwhile the UN refugee agency, which more commonly tends to people displaced by war, is working with other UN agencies to carry out joint relief work on the previously inaccessible Meulaboh area on the west coast of Sumatra Island, described as the tsunami's ground zero for the terrible toll in lives and suffering exacted there. 

Early today a UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) team, unable to get access to military flights, chartered a private plane to Banda Aceh, the closest airport to Meulaboh, to bring in 16.5 tons of emergency relief supplies and 3.5 tons of telecommunications equipment, including plastic sheets, tents, blankets, jerry cans and kitchen sets. 

"We want to have an integrated response immediately, not bits and pieces coming in here and there," said Alan Vernon, head of UNHCR's emergency team in Banda Aceh. 

For its part, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is addressing both the short- and long-term aspects of getting food to an estimated 2 million people in need. Overall food availability in the region should be adequate to cover food needs but the damage to infrastructure, in particular roads, and lack of suitable transportation means, will hamper distribution to affected population. 

"Relief efforts must ensure that local farmers and fisher folk hit by the tsunamis receive all the assistance needed to cover their food needs and to restart farming and fishing as soon as possible," FAO said. "With international assistance, agriculture and fisheries should have the potential to recover from this catastrophe." 

And looking at the longer term goal of mitigating the deadly power of any future tsunami or other natural disaster, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the World Meteorological Organziation (WMO) are joining forces on a Global Strategy for the Establishment of a Tsunami Early Warning System, including one for the Indian Ocean. 

Such a system now exists only for the volcano and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim region, and it is estimated that tens of thousands of lives might have been saved had a fully functioning system covered the Indian Ocean region, giving coastal populations enough time to reach higher ground before the gigantic waves struck - hours after the initial earthquake in many of the devastated countries. 

"One of the many lessons we must learn from the Indian Ocean catastrophe is that tsunami can strike wherever there is a coastline," UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said as he headed for Mauritius where he will present the strategy at a UN conference to review progress in reducing the problems of small islands nations. 

"Minimizing their impact requires cooperation and collaboration between a range of partners that go beyond the borders of any one State. Any early warning system, to be truly effective, must therefore be global in scope," he added. 

At the same meeting, the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) is urging special support for small islands, whose fragile economies are highly vulnerable to natural disasters, so that they can survive and integrate more fully into the world economy. 

Of all the countries struck by the tsunami, the island nation of Maldives suffered the most severe damage in proportion to its economic size. Some 130 of its nearly 200 inhabited islands were seriously affected, with near-total destruction of the tourism infrastructure on several resort islands and of farming capacities in most indigenous atoll communities, and 12,000 inhabitants remain homeless. 

The dramatic setbacks suffered by the Maldives, and other island nations like Grenada in the Caribbean, which were hit by natural disasters in the past year such as hurricanes, "have reinforced UNCTAD's belief that economic vulnerability should be used as a paramount criterion in the treatment of small island developing States by their development partners," UNCTAD Officer-in-Charge Carlos Fortin said. 

North-south peace in Sudan needs to extend into western Darfur, Security Council told 

11 January - Calling the recent peace agreement between Sudan's north and south a milestone, the United Nations envoy for Sudan called on that country's Government and the rebels in the western region of Darfur to end their conflict and give the country a "peace dividend." 

The Special Representative for the Secretary-General for Sudan, Jan Pronk, told the Security Council that he had flown straight to New York after having been one of the signatories to the north-south agreement in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, that ended the continent's longest civil war. 

"It is hard to imagine that the peace dividend promised by the Nairobi agreement will be reaped without an end to the suffering in Darfur. International aid will not flow and, more important, in Sudan itself the achievement will turn out to be vulnerable. As long as there is war in some part of the country, resources will be spent on weapons, not welfare," he said. 

The conflict in Darfur, roughly an area the size of France, erupted in early 2003 after rebel groups took up arms against Sudanese Government forces in protest over the distribution of economic resources. The fighting has claimed tens of thousands of lives and uprooted more than 1.8 million people from their homes, with some fleeing into neighbouring Chad. 

The armed groups have been re-arming and the conflict spreading outside Darfur, Mr. Pronk said in his monthly briefing. "Large quantities of arms have been carried into Darfur in defiance of the Security Council decision taken in July. December saw a build-up of arms, attacks of positions, including air attacks, raids on small towns and villages, increased banditry, more looting." 

Fighting was affecting humanitarian work more frequently and more directly than bureaucratic restrictions ever did, "with fatal and tragic and consequences," he added. 

Neither Khartoum, welcoming praise over the agreement, nor the Darfur rebels, fearing that they may be further marginalized, should conclude that with the signing of the north-south peace pact, they should seize the opportunity to deal one another decisive blows, he warned. 

"Both perceptions would be false, both reactions dangerous. Both have to be countered by pressure, reason and the offering of an alternative," he said. 

Among his recommendations for a comprehensive agreement were requiring the Government and the Darfur rebels to exercise full restraint, both sides withdrawing behind well-defined lines and both sides supplying their combatants with food and other survival needs, so as to diminish the urge to loot and kill, he said. 

The forces from the African Union (AU) were the third party needed "to be everywhere violence may erupt" and "they need help from the international community to make it happen," Mr. Pronk said. 

While negotiations were proceeding, "it would be useful to start thinking of including tribal leaders in finding political solutions" - leaders from tribes outside the control of the Government and the rebel movements, he said. 

"Peace in Darfur requires broad and strong support from all," Mr. Pronk said. 

At meeting of Iraq's neighbours, envoy pledges UN's commitment to helping Iraqi people 

11 January - The United Nations envoy for Iraq today told a meeting of the country's neighbours and the eight leading industrialized nations that the world body remained committed to helping the Iraqi people and stressed the importance of this month's elections. 

The comments by Ashraf Qazi, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Iraq, came at a meeting in Cairo that brought together representatives from Iraq's neighbouring countries, the Arab League, the Group of Eight industrialized nations and the Security Council's permanent members. The meeting is intended to follow up on a conference held last November in the Egyptian resort town of Sharm el-Sheikh. 

Mr. Qazi briefed the participants on UN efforts to support the Iraqis through the transitional process, including the provision of technical support and strategic advice for the 30 January balloting. 

The UN envoy also met with Iraq's interim Foreign Minister, Hoshyar Zebari, and discussed with him the preparations for the elections to ensure that they are comprehensive and successful. They also discussed the political and security environment in the country. 

Residents return to devastated Iraqi city of Fallujah with help of UN refugee agency 

11 January - The United Nations refugee agency is working with Iraq’s Ministry of Displacement and Migration to help some of the more than 250,000 people of Fallujah return to their city after it was heavily damaged in last November’s assault by United States-led forces against insurgents there. 

“Some 85,000 residents have entered the city to inspect their houses and assess the general conditions of the town since the end of the fighting in December,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news briefing in Geneva today. 

“Our partners on the ground estimate that some 10 per cent of them, or roughly 8,500 people, have remained in the city for good, although there is still no official count of the actual numbers. Recent reports suggest that whole families, as opposed to men alone, are now moving into the town,” she added. 

In late December, UNHCR made available to the Iraqi authorities and other partners on the ground 50,000 blankets, 2,000 mattresses, 600 tents, 13,000 stoves and 300 heaters for immediate assistance to the returnees. 

Through its partners on the ground, the agency has also been talking to displaced people outside the city to assess their needs and intentions to return. Many said they intended to stay in their current locations until after the elections at the end of January because of the tense security situation and general lack of services, especially schools and hospitals. 

In late December, UNHCR started distributing emergency supplies in cooperation with the inter-governmental International Organization for Migration (IOM) to 36,000 people displaced from Fallujah. 

An assessment conducted by UNHCR’s partner agencies also shows that a number of families have purchased property in their current places of displacement, suggesting that some may be considering settling out of Fallujah for an extended period. 

General Assembly to mark 60th anniversary of liberation of Nazi death camps 

11 January - The United Nations, founded 60 years ago on the principle of "never again" after the horrors of the Nazi holocaust, announced today that it will hold a special General Assembly session later this month to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan said a majority of Member States have agreed to the request to convene the special session on 24 January and he called on all countries to give the session their full support. 

Up to 6 million Jews are estimated to have died in the Nazi concentration camps as part of Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler's "final solution," as well as hundreds of thousands of others deemed undesirable due to ethnic origin, religious beliefs or other reasons, including Roma people, gays and communists. 

"This will be an important occasion, since the United Nations was founded as the world was learning the full horror of the camps, and is dedicated to doing everything in its power to protect human dignity and prevent any such horror from happening again," Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by his spokesman. 

Last June he issued a strong call for vigilance against anti-Semitism as he opened a seminar at UN Headquarters in New York as part of a series on "Unlearning Intolerance." "The rise of anti-Semitism anywhere is a threat to people everywhere, thus, in fighting anti-Semitism we fight for the future of all humanity," he said then. 

"We must make this vision a reality while we still have survivors of the holocaust among us," he said, introducing one such death camp survivor, Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel. 

UN registry of damage to Palestinians from Israeli barrier moves step closer 

11 January - The establishment of a United Nations register of the damage Israel's construction of a separation barrier is causing Palestinians in the occupied West Bank moved a step closer today when Secretary-General Kofi Annan forwarded a letter to the General Assembly setting out a framework and the next moves for its creation. 

The General Assembly called for the registry last summer after demanding that Israel comply with an advisory opinion issued by the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which called the barrier illegal and called for it to be torn down when it was built on West Bank land. 

Israel says it needs the barrier to keep out suicide bombers, but reports in which the UN has participated have underscored the damage caused to Palestinians both through loss of land and separation of villages from farmland as well as the overall drag on the Palestinian economy. 

It is hoped the office will be set up in the occupied territory so that it will be close to the people submitting damage claims and details of staffing, size and cost remain to be worked out, with Mr. Annan proposing that it be financed through assessed contributions. 

The establishment and operation of the registry will require Israeli cooperation and the UN looks forward to such cooperation to facilitate its work. As to the possibility of specious claims being made, the register's purpose is merely to collect claims for possible future adjudication and compensation. 

Security Council calls for restraint in southern Lebanon following 'Blue Line' shootings 

11 January - Security Council members today called on the parties in southern Lebanon to live up to their commitments and to exercise restraint, after an exchange of fire over the weekend between the Israeli military and Hizbollah forces across the line of withdrawal led to the killing and wounding of United Nations peacekeepers. 

Council members received a briefing from the UN Secretariat yesterday on Sunday's incident, during which Hizbollah attacked an Israeli patrol and the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) responded with tank and machine gun fire, resulting in the death of a French UN military observer and the wounding of a Swedish colleague. 

The members of the Security Council reiterated their call on the parties to fulfil the commitments they have given to respect in its entirety the Blue Line and to exercise the utmost restraint, the President of the 15-member body, Argentine Ambassador César Mayoral, said in a press statement. 

Council members "paid tribute to those who have lost their life or been injured in the service of the United Nations, and expressed their deepest sympathy and condolences to the victims and their families," he added. "They reaffirmed the imperative to respect, in all circumstances, the safety and security of UN personnel." 

4 experts named to help Security Council prevent WMDs from falling into terrorists' hands 

11 January - Four experts have been named to assist the work of the United Nations Security Council sanctions committee dealing with efforts to prevent such private parties as terrorists and black marketers from acquiring weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). 

The Council, in a letter from its President, took note of Secretary-General Kofi Annan's intention to appoint Volker Beck of Germany, Richard T. Cupitt of the United States, Roque Monteleone-Neto of Brazil and Victor S. Slipchenko of Russia to provide expert help. 

The Council sanctions committee was set up under resolution 1540, which was adopted last April and calls on countries to adopt legislative and administrative regulations to deal with WMD proliferation and to report within six months on their efforts to execute the measure's requirements. The deadline for the first reports was at the end of October. 

The resolution fell under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, which gives the 15-member Council the power to enforce certain decisions through tribunals, embargoes or military force after all peaceful means of persuading delinquent Member States have been exhausted. 

Haiti receives funds for elections in 2005, UN mission says 

11 January - A global agreement, initialled in the office of Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, is bringing $41 million from abroad to Haiti for its elections later this year, according to the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). 

Canada would donate up to about $14 million, the European Union $12 million, and the United States $15 million. Haiti itself pledged $3 million, the Mission said yesterday after the ceremony. 

"The confirmation of this important assistance marks the strong engagement of the international community towards the establishment of a stable atmosphere for elections and for the return of constitutional order in Haiti," the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General, Juan Gabriel Valdes, said. 

Besides Mr. Valdes, those initialling the agreement were the Resident Representative of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Adama Guindo, Ambassador Claude Boucher of Canada, Mr. Latortue and the president of the Haitian Provisional Electoral Council, Max Maturin. 

UN, Guatemala sign agreement to open human rights office 

11 January - The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and Guatemala have agreed that a UN human rights office will be opened in the Central American country later this year to advise the government on strengthening civil liberties observance after decades of civil strife have left a legacy of social discrimination. 

High Commissioner Louise Arbour and Foreign Minister Jorge Briz Abularach signed the agreement yesterday at UN Headquarters in New York and it will come into force after the Guatemalan Congress ratifies it, probably this spring, the High Commissioner's Office (OHCHR) said. 

Guatemalan factions ended their conflict in 1996 and a team, the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA), was put in place to monitor the peace process. It wrapped up its work last month, having stopped state-sponsored human rights violations and brought the military under control. 

A report to the Security Council last September said, however, the country was beset by corruption, crime and a deep-seated legacy of social inequality and racism against the Maya, Xinca and Garifuna indigenous groups. 

OHCHR said the office would assist with public education and training programmes for judges, law enforcement officers and lawyers, advise on how to adopt decisions by UN human rights bodies and help individuals and civil society understand what national and international recourse they had against abuses. 

UN refugee chief begins Asian visit aimed at solving Afghan refugee problem 

11 January - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers held talks with high-ranking Pakistani officials in Islamabad today at the start of a visit to the region in which he will seek to solve the problem of an estimated 3 million Afghans still living in exile in Pakistan and Iran. 

During the meeting, Pakistan and UNHCR formally agreed to conduct a census next month of all Afghans who arrived in the country in the past 25 years, recording gender, ethnicity, address and source of livelihood, as well as whether they intend to return to their war-ravaged homeland in the next 12 months. 

This information will assist the Pakistani Government and UNHCR in developing policies for those Afghans who do not return home before the end of the agency’s voluntary assisted repatriation programme in March 2006. 

Tomorrow, Mr. Lubbers will travel to Afghanistan, where he is scheduled to meet with President Hamid Karzai and several ministers in the newly-appointed Afghan Cabinet. He will also travel to Herat and Kandahar, to visit an area where many newly-returned refugees are living, as well as a camp for internally displaced persons. 

More than 3.5 million Afghan refugees have returned home since the start of the voluntary repatriation programme in 2002 following decades of occupation and civil war in their country. 

The UN agency believes just under 1 million Afghans now remain in Iran, and another million are still living in refugee camps in Pakistan. An unknown but substantial number are also living in cities across the country. 

Africans meet in Ghana in February on UN information summit 

11 January - With the second stage of the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) set to be held in November in North Africa, a three-day African preparatory meeting next month in Ghana is to negotiate an action plan on achieving continent-wide distribution of communications technologies. 

"We are expecting heated and in-depth discussions and proposals on the global partnerships Africa needs to finance access, particularly in light of the Digital Solidarity Fund proposed at the Geneva Summit by Senegalese President, Abdoulaye Wade, and adopted by the AU Summit of Heads of States in July 2004," said Makane Faye, the Senior ICT Policy Adviser for the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

Saying that the continent on which writing emerged should not be excluded today from sources of universal knowledge, Mr. Wade, an economist, proposed in September 2003 levies on communications technology use of a penny here or a dollar there and using the proceeds to help poor countries bridge the digital gap. The African Union (AU) endorsed the idea. 

Using the theme "Access - Africa's key to an inclusive Information Society," the Action Plan for Africa and the Knowledge Economy should include concrete proposals for attracting investment in ICTs and recommendations on e-strategies and their uses for developing such sectors as education, agriculture, commerce and human resource management, the ECA said. 

"We are aiming for very concrete results, based on critical questions, such as the need for a common (cell phone) GSM card for Africa and the removal of regulatory obstacles to facilitate content provision, using different technological platforms and media, including the Internet, digital radio and television services," said the ECA's Aida Opoku-Mensah. 

In Accra, after some pre-conference discussions and workshops from 28 January to 1 February, the preparatory meeting will take place from 2 to 4 February. Participants will represent Government administrations, parliamentarians, civil society, the private sector, academia, local authorities, African regional institutions and international organizations. 

The first phase of WSIS took place in December 2003 in Geneva and dealt with over-arching concepts. After three global preparatory meetings, combining regional contributions, the second phase of the summit, which Tunisia will host from 16 to 18 November, aims to address worldwide implementation. 




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Aafathis (English News) - The UNEP Executive Director assures the President that they will send a team to assess the environmental impacts of the tsunami


The Nation (Nairobi) - IOC President Pays Tribute to Continent


Beijing 2008 - IOC President in Kenya(photo attached)


Xinhua - UNEP pledges support for 2008 Beijing Olympic Games


Capital Reports - Pollution from ships among key environmental threats to Caribbean Islands


All American Patriots - U.N. Warns Pollution Threatens Environment of Caribbean States


GreenBiz - Ship Pollution Is Key Environmental Threat to Caribbean


Earth Vision - Ship Pollution Is Key Environmental Threat to Caribbean


China Daily - Green envoys galvanized to action


Metrowest Daily - Tsunami sea change: Marine life may take months or years to rebound from Indian Ocean disaster


Maldives Info - The President calls for a global partnership in dealing with the common environment.


IPS - ENVIRONMENT:Farming in Harmony with the Cosmos


Boston News - Tsunami sea change: Marine life may take months or years to rebound from Indian Ocean disaster


Autoweb - Volvo Cars Declares the Environment a Top Priority
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