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Enter Stage Right

12 July 2004

Kyoto twin moving through Congress

By Cheryl K. Chumley

web posted July 12, 2004

Who needs the Kyoto Protocol when there's Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.)?

That was the question at hand last week as S. 139, the Climate Stewardship Act, and its House companion, H.R. 4067, built momentum, threatening the long-term ability of this nation to grow economically in the process.

Both measures promise to "provide for a program of scientific research on abrupt climate change" and to "accelerate the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States."  Both measures also, interestingly enough, take this nation once step closer toward realizing the goals of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, an international environmental measure the United States signed Nov. 12, 1998, but never ratified.

Had we ratified, the United States would have committed itself to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, including carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane, by seven percent below 1990 levels, between 2008 and 2012. This legally binding agreement would have placed strict production guidelines on our energy, industrial

and agricultural sectors, resulting in higher prices to consumers and in job losses, as compliance costs forced companies to abandon business or relocate overseas.

Wisely -- perhaps realizing the economic downfall this country would suffer should such an albatross be hung about the necks of our nation's major producers, perhaps fearing the public outcry generated at the time might have translated into revenge at the polls – the Senate refrained from entering this treaty, contenting

itself instead to abide only the provisions set forth in the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, ratified in the United States Oct. 15, 1992.

The main difference between these U.N. documents, as summarized by Competitive Enterprise Institute environmental expert Myron Ebell, is that the Framework Convention commits the United States to "reducing greenhouse gas emissions that would prevent dangerous interference to the environment," while Kyoto spells out what those reductions entail.

In other words, the treaty the United States actually ratified is tamer in its implementation because it leaves open the door to interpreting what constitutes environmental danger and deciding the action to allay this danger. Kyoto, on the other hand, regulates and dictates specific production levels -- all while violating our sovereign right to conduct business and grow our economy in the spirit of free market, constitutionally-guaranteed principle.

Certain senators are obviously unhappy with the United States maintaining any semblance of control over its energy sectors at all, however, because S. 139, sponsored by Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.), is a Kyoto twin, albeit it comes "at a slower rate," Ebell said. Broken into two phases, this bill commits the "electricity, transportation, industry and commercial sectors" to lowering greenhouse gas emissions to 2000 levels by

2010 and to 1990 levels by 2016.

The bone thrown to business, skewed as it seems, is that these reductions can be achieved in line with "market-driven" principles, allowing businesses to trade and barter certain emission credits, "tradeable allowances," as if such were real and physical commodities. The truth, of course, is that market-driven principle relies less on government intervention and more on consumer demand and consumption – something this bill unabashedly fails to recognize or uphold.

What it does uphold, however, is U.N. agenda, and the fact that McCain is reportedly campaigning heavily to bring this version of international encroachment to the Senate for a vote – "He said he was going to attach it to a liability bill as an amendment," for consideration this week, Ebell found – does not bode well for

those who favor the ideals of freedom and free trade upon which this country was founded.

The fact that S. 139's sister, H.R. 4067, has seen 10 additional cosponsors in June alone bodes poorly, too, for any optimists who assume simply halting the McCain/Lieberman bill, which the American Council for Capital Formation estimates will cost $600 to $1,300 per household starting in 2010, will result in adisappearance of the issue.

Rather, this agenda seeps through both sides of Congress and deep into the White House, most notably to the 2000 presidential campaign when confusion abounded as to which side of the Kyoto debate Bush actually supported. Recall Christine Todd Whitman, former New Jersey governor and Bush-appointed Environmental Protection Agency administrator, who at the state level implemented a voluntary carbon dioxide emission reduction program and then, in her federal role, pushed hard for Kyoto ratification and creation of regulations akin to S. 139.

Whitman's gone, but in her place is Mike Leavitt, former Utah governor and co-author of the "balanced environmental philosophy," Enlibra. Latin for "moving toward balance," Enlibra "emphasizes collaboration over confrontation."

Let's hope collaboration, in the immediate, does not lead to either outright submission or backdoor capitulation to U.N. environmental policy.

Cheryl K. Chumley is a regular contributing columnist to several Internet news sites, including www.pipelinenews.org, www.newswithviews.com and www.thedailycannon.com. She may be reached at ckchumley@aol.com.

Enter Stage Right -- http://www.enterstageright.com
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The Star Online

Youngsters represent Malaysia in UNEP
BY ELIZABETH LOOI 

PUTRAJAYA: They are not your regular young schoolchildren who only read comics or glue themselves to their playstation during free time.  

Barely 15 years old, Sarah Yip Pik Yu, Jes Ebrahim Jes Izman, Aiman Syahiran Adly and Daniel Tan Jin Yee, are active in recycling activities and are chosen to represent the country in the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Tunza Children's Conference in Connecticut, United States, next week.  

Outspoken and well-read, the group was selected by the Children's Environmental Heritage Foundation (Yawa) at its annual Nature Camp in Bangi recently.  

Together with three Singaporeans, they will present a project on 'Composting and Recycling' at the conference which will be held at New London in Connecticut from July 19 to 24, where more than 600 children worldwide will participate.   

The delegates will learn, discuss and exchange views on global environmental issues under the themes “Biodiversity and Extinction, Oceans and Waterways, Indigenous Healing Ways and Energy'', which will later be presented to all United Nations members.  
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	GREEN ENVOYS: Four 15-year-old Malaysians (from left) Daniel Tan Jin Yee from Klang, Jes Ibrahim Jes Izman (Kuala Lumpur), Sarah Yip Pik Yu (Malacca) and Aiman Syahiran Adly (Perak) will represent Malaysia at the weeklong United Nations Environment Programme Tunza Children's Conference in Connecticut, the United States, next week. They are not your regular youngsters who only read comics or are glued to their playstation or TV during their free time. Outspoken and well-read, the four were selected by the Children's Environmental Heritage Foundation during its annual Nature Camp in Bangi recently.--STARpic by ART CHEN.


The selected four, when met at the Department of Environment's Community Day here yesterday, said they hoped to learn as much as they could from the conference so that they could share with their friends and help to organise events on saving the environment when they returned.  

Sarah, 13, from SM St. David, Malacca, who was fully sponsored by Tetra Pak, said she hoped to make a difference after the conference.  

“I hope to learn more about the environment through sharing and exchanging views with other delegates, and I want to come back and share those views with my friends and teachers,” the Form Two student said.  

Sarah, who had been attending Yawa's conferences, said most of her friends as well as her teachers did not know much about recycling and conserving the environment.  

“Some of my friends are now joining me for the camps,” she said.  

Daniel, also 13, from SM Tengku Ampuan Rahimah, Klang, agreed with Yip and said schools needed to be more aware about the importance of saving the environment.  

“Most schools have nature clubs such as Kelab Cinta Alam as part of the co-curriculum but all they do is keep the ponds clean and trim plants,” he said, adding that more efforts could been done such as educating students about the environment.  

He also said the public should play its role in helping the Government to keep the environment clean.  

“It is not always the Government's fault and the public should also do its part like stop practising open burning,” he said.  

Jes Ebrahim, 11, from SK Damansara, here, said he was excited about the conference and looked forward to learning more from the children of other countries.  

“More needs to be done to help save the environment and the public needs to be aware that this is a serious issue,” he said.  

Aiman, 13, from Maktab Sains Rendah, Pasir Salak in Perak, said he had been attending Yawa's camps and conferences since Standard Three.  

“I have learned a lot about environment from such camps but I am sure the international conference would help me gain more knowledge when I exchange views with other participants,” the Form Two lad said.  

The group will leave together with representatives from Yawa, Singapore Environment Council and Tetra Pak on July 18.   

__________________________________________________________________________

Korea Times

World's Youth to Build Villages in Seoul for Peace
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By Deborah Bosket
Contributing writer 

Today's youth are often stereotyped as an apathetic generation either too self-centered or lazy to care about the world outside of their current social circle and the latest Playstation game. 

This generalization will soon be challenged as a group of young people are soon getting together to promote peace and make a difference in their local and global communities. 

Around 500 youths from countries such as China, Thailand, Australia, the United States, England, Nigeria, Egypt and France will gather to promote education, reject violence, and improve cultural awareness this week in Seoul. 

The five-day festival, ``Colors of Asia-Youth Festival for Peace 2004,'' is taking place for the first time since 1968 with the aim of sending a message to world leaders to call for greater efforts to obtain peace across the globe. 

``Young people intend to make their voices heard in a Festival Declaration calling world leaders to account for their actions on making peace.'' Andrew Johnston, Strategic Officer for the International Youth Hostel Federation (IYHF) said in a press release. ``In many ways all of us have known conflict with recent events in the world. This is the generation that sees global conflict at the touch of a TV remote. Yet this generation also want to engage in peace at all levels,'' he added. 

The festival will run July 15-19 at the former Olympic City in Seoul and is held in conjunction with the 45th IYHF conference to take place immediately afterwards. It is organized jointly by the International Youth Hostel Federation, the Korean Youth Hostel Association (KYHA) and UNESCO. 

Participants will build ``villages of peace'' in Olympic Peace Park based on the three main themes of culture, peace, and the environment. They will also attend workshops and seminars exploring sub-topics such as understanding and tolerance, inequality, human rights, sustainable development and impact of climate change with the goal of taking what is learned through these sessions back to their community. 

Korea's hosting of the festival is at a significant time, considering recent events in Iraq, the upcoming troop dispatch and the ongoing nuclear standoff with North Korea. 

``Korea is the only remaining divided country on earth. Therefore, Koreans especially long for peace. We are sure that the festival will give opportunities for youth participants to realize the reality of Korean security,'' Sujin Lee from KYHA said in an email interview. KYHA represents the over 65 youth hostels in the country that are located in cities, coastal and rural areas. 

``We would especially like to raise the participants' peace awareness about the cruelty of war and Korea's situation during the festival,'' she added. 

Participants will visit Tongil Observatory, 3rd Infiltration Tunnel and Dorasan Station at the Demilitarized Zone and will also gather for a symbolic act at Imjinkak, writing a message of peace on a ribbon to be placed on the fence. 

Seoul Traditional Arts High School will perform ``Jindobukchum" (Jindo drum dance) and other dances on July 15 at the opening ceremony. 

KYHA is also planning a variety of traditional Korean cultural activities and games throughout the festival, including a Taekwondo dance performed by local college students. UNESCO, United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) and Peace One Day will also contribute to the events. 

After the festival ends on Monday, KYHA is providing a 3-night homestay for foreign participants in Seoul and surrounding areas to complete their experience here. 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AllAfrica

Switzerland Commits To Eliminating Stockpiles Of Obsolete Pesticides In Africa 

World Bank (Washington, DC) 
PRESS RELEASE
July 9, 2004 
Posted to the web July 9, 2004 
Washington, DC 
Industry, governments, non-governmental organizations, and multilateral funds to finance $250 million clean-up of dangerous pesticide stockpiles throughout Africa over the next 10-15 years 

The Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) today announced that the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation will donate US$500,000 to help launch the program in late 2004. 

The pledge of support from Switzerland brings the total amount committed to the ASP to over $50 million. The pledged support includes $25 million from the Global Environment Facility, $1.5 million from the World Bank, 1 million EUROS from the European Union, over $15 million from bi-lateral donors, and $8 million from the plant sciences industry trade association CropLife International (as part of a commitment of up to $30 million during the life of the program). 

The ASP is an unprecedented partnership between industry, participating countries, private foundations, non-profit organizations, and multi-lateral funds, who have agreed to pool resources and expertise in a collaborative, comprehensive effort to rid Africa of polluting stockpiles of obsolete pesticides and prevent their recurrence. An estimated 50,000 tons of obsolete pesticides, as well as tens of thousands of tons of contaminated soil and associated wastes, have accumulated in stockpiles throughout the African continent. 

"We warmly welcome Switzerland?s support of the ASP," said Ede Jorge Ijjasz-Vasquez, Acting Environment Director for the World Bank. "I commend the leadership demonstrated by the Swiss and our other bi-lateral partners to helping ensure the successful launch of the Africa Stockpiles Programme later this year." 

The objective of the Africa Stockpiles Programme is to clear all obsolete pesticide stocks from Africa in an environmentally sound manner and to put in place measures to prevent their recurrence. It will cost an estimated $46 million to prepare projects and clean-up seven African countries (Ethiopia, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania and Tunisia), and prepare nine more. 

"The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation is proud to support this worthy program in its efforts to dispose of obsolete pesticides in Africa," said Jean-Bernard DuBois, Deputy Head of Natural Resources and Environment for Switzerland?s Agency for Development and Cooperation. "This program concerns the environment, public health, and Africa" all three areas that are of priority interest to the Switzerland. We are pleased to help Africa rid itself of this deplorable threat.? 

"We are hoping the ASP will become the model for how all stakeholders can come together to cooperate on a major initiative to the benefit of not just poor people in Africa, but to the global environmental advantage of everyone," said Ijjasz-Vasquez. 

For more information, please see the website: www.africastockpiles.org. 

ASP partners include: The African Development Bank, the African Union, the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, Canada, CropLife International, the European Union, the Food & Agricultural Organization (FAO), the Ford Foundation, the French Republic, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), Japan, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of Norway, the Kingdom of Sweden, the New Partnership for Africa?s Development (NEPAD), the Pesticides Action Network-Africa (PAN-Africa), the Pesticides Action Network-UK (PAN-UK), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the World Bank, and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC.es

Los tesoros de las profundidades marinas
Menos conocidos que sus parientes de las zonas tropicales, los arrecifes de coral de aguas frías están en casi todos los mares y océanos del planeta y no sólo en algunas zonas mar adentro de las costas de Canadá, Escandinavia e Islas Británicas, como se creía hasta ahora. Las modernas tecnologías submarinas han desvelado algunos de los secretos que aún guarda el fondo del mar MADRID. Los arrecifes de coral siempre han sido considerados como uno de los ecosistemas más espectaculares del planeta, formando un extenso cinturón alrededor de las zonas tropicales y subtropicales que es incluso visible desde el espacio. Pero estos corales, los mismos que forman la Gran Barrera australiana -con una extensión de más de 30.000 kilómetros cuadrados- son de aguas cálidas o templadas y crecen, a razón de 150 milímetros al año, en zonas donde la profundidad no supera los cien metros. Más abajo, generalmente entre los 200 y 1.000 metros, crecen los corales de aguas frías, aunque dependiendo de la latitud, pueden encontrarse a tan sólo 40 metros de la superficie pero también a la increíble profundidad de 3.300 metros. Son los auténticos tesoros de las profundidades marinas, que hasta hace bien poco se pensaba que estaban confinados en algunas zonas mar adentro de las costas de Canadá, Escandinavia e Islas Británicas. Sin embargo, con el empleo de las más modernas tecnologías submarinas los investigadores están descubriendo la presencia de estos ecosistemas en casi todos los mares y océanos del mundo: Atlántico, Pacífico, Índico e incluso en el mar Mediterráneo. Así se pone de manifiesto en el estudio «Arrecifes de coral de agua fría: fuera de la vista pero ya no de la mente», elaborado por el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente y presentado en el marco del décimo Simposio Internacional de Arrecifes de Coral celebrado en Okinawa (Japón). Una barrera atlántica en vertical Uno de los hallazgos más sorprendentes ha sido la existencia de un gigantesco cinturón de arrecifes individuales de coral blanco que crecen aprovechando las plataformas continentales que se extienden desde el suroeste del mar de Barents, recorriendo el Atlántico este hasta alcanzar la costa occidental africana a la altura de Mauritania. En este recorrido los corales también aparecen en aguas cercanas a las islas Canarias, y los archipiélagos portugueses de Madeira y Azores, zonas donde la Comisión Europea está estudiando prohibir la pesca de arrastre para evitar daños a este ecosistema. Y es que esta formación coralina que recorre el Atlántico oriental es mayor que su prima la Gran Barrera de Coral australiana. Además de en Canarias, en aguas territoriales españolas se tiene conocimiento de la existencia de corales frente a las costas de Galicia, Asturias y Cantabria. En el lado opuesto, en el Atlántico oeste, ha sido descubierto otro cinturón coralino que se extiende desde Nueva Escocia, pasando por el Estrecho de Florida hasta alcanzar el Golfo de México. Los corales de aguas frías (entre 4 y 13 grados), a diferencia de sus parientes de aguas cálidas en los trópicos, se encuentran generalmente en zonas más profundas y frías a lo largo de las orillas de las plataformas continentales, en fiordos y alrededor de los bancos submarinos costeros, los respiraderos y los montes submarinos. Aunque las observaciones más numerosas de estos organismos se han dado en aguas profundas, lo cierto es que la profundidad a la que se encuentren dependerá fundamentalmente de la latitud, además de algunos factores ambientales, como la temperatura, la salinidad y el aporte de nutrientes. Así, en latitudes altas estos corales pueden encontrarse en áreas relativamente poco profundas, mientras que en los trópicos y subtrópicos aparecen a mayor profundidad, por debajo de las masas de aguas cálidas. La especie de coral blanco Lophelia crece en los fiordos noruegos a sólo 39 metros de profundidad y otros grupos de corales fríos han sido observados en aguas a 200 metros bajo la superficie del mar, mientras que en Cabo Verde se han encontrado a unos 1.700 metros de profundidad y en Nueva Inglaterra a 3.300 metros. Menos diversidad que en los trópicos Habitantes de la oscuridad, los corales de aguas frías se alimentan del plancton y de otras materias orgánicas. No poseen algas simbióticas ya que éstas viven en aguas poco profundas e iluminadas por el sol. Otra característica que les diferencia de sus parientes tropicales es que los arrecifes de corales fríos están formados por unas pocas especies distintas, frente a la variedad y diversidad que componen los arrecifes de coral de aguas cálidas. En el Atlántico norte, el mar Mediterráneo y el Golfo de México las especies más abundantes son Lophelia pertusa y Madrepora oculata, mientras que la plataforma continental del Atlántico en Florida y Carolina del Norte es el hogar de arrecifes contruidos por Oculina varicosa. En el hemisferio sur, especialmente alrededor de los montes marinos y bancos océanicos de Tasmania y Nueva Zelanda las especies más abundantes son Goniocorella dumosa y Solenosmilia variabilis. Los arrecifes de coral frío más espectaculares están formados por corales duros, aunque la excepción se da en el Pacífico Norte, conocido por albergar fabulosos ejemplos de ecosistemas de coral blando, con las comunidades más ricas y coloristas que pueden encontrarse en aguas profundas de altas latitudes. Información obtenida a partir de análisis de radiocarbono indica que muchos arrecifes de coral de agua fría tienen hasta 8.000 años de edad. Sin embargo, y aunque el hecho de habitar generalmente en las profundidades les ha hecho pasar desapercibidos para los científicos hasta hace bien poco y les ha librado de multitud de amenazas, la situación ya ha empezado a cambiar. Desde la mitad de la década de los 80, las zonas más profundas de los océanos del mundo están bajo una creciente presión por parte de actividades humanas para explotar sus recursos biológicos y minerales. Amenaza de la pesca de arrastre En los años 90, la exploración de los ecosistemas de aguas profundas con sofisticados sistemas de cámara reveló daños y pérdidas de hábitat en la mayoría de los océanos del mundo. Así, tras el agotamiento de muchas pesquerías costeras, los buques arrastreros se han dirigido a zonas de gran profundidad para realizar su actividad. Los actuales buques que realizan pesca de arrastre pueden desplegar sus redes a profundidades cada vez mayores y las profundas cicatrices que dejan estas artes sobre los fondos marinos ya pueden ser detectadas a 1.400 metros bajo la superficie. Además, al impacto de la pesca de profundidad, hay que añadir el producido por las exploraciones y extracciones mineras y petrolíferas, el tendido submarino de cables y conexiones de comunicación, el vertido de desechos y la explotación del coral para su comercio. Y es que en el mundo se comercializan 140 especies de coral duro, con un mercado global al año de 11 a 12 millones de piezas, si bien, salvo algunas excepciones, este mercado se concentra en los corales tropicales. En cuanto a las exploraciones y extracciones mineras y petrolíferas, el informe identifica algunas regiones donde estas actividades tienen lugar en áreas donde crecen corales de aguas frías. Estas zonas son los bancos noruegos del mar del Norte, el noroeste de Escocia, Reino Unido, Mauritania y el sureste de Brasil. Todo ello a pesar de que algunos países, entre ellos Noruega y Reino Unido, tienen a este ecosistema bajo protección extrema. «Proporcionar una protección efectiva de los corales de agua fría es de importancia vital», señalan desde WWF/Adena, entre otras razones porque su tasa de crecimiento es muy lenta -de un 10 por ciento frente a los corales de aguas templadas o tropicales- y albergan a cientos de peces, algunos de gran interés comercial, así como otras especies asociadas. Riqueza excepcional Su riqueza es tal que los científicos han encontrado en ellos caracoles y almejas que, de acuerdo con los paleontólogos, se consideraba que se habían extinguido hace dos millones de años. Sin embargo, el tiempo corre en contra de estos tesoros biológicos que, según los científicos, aún depararán muchas sorpresas. Un auténtico laboratorio natural de la evolución bajo la superficie de nuestros océanos, pero si no se toman medidas la destrucción de 8.000 años de vida puede ser sólo cuestión de unas pocas décadas. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail and Guardian

12 July 2004

Climate change:  India faces rough ride 

Global climate change is likely to result in severe droughts and floods in the world's biggest democracy, with major impacts on human health and food supplies, according to India's report to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

And India is not alone, according to other reports available on the Science and Development Network. An earlier UN report from Namibia predicts "extreme" impacts on water, fish stocks and agriculture in Southern Africa, resulting in economic hardship, food security problems, social conflict, displacement and increased disease.

By drying up major river basins and altering rainfall patterns, global warming will significantly affect agriculture and forestry, threatening livelihoods and food security, says the latest report, released by India's new Environment Minister, A Raja.

The report predicts that maximum temperatures will increase by two to four degrees Celsius over the next 50 years, with northern India expected to experience the greatest increase. This corresponds with claims made earlier this year by scientists at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology in Pune, who predicted "phenomenal" temperature increases.

Rainfall patterns are also set to change. Western and central areas could have up to 15 more dry days each year, while in contrast, the north and north-east are predicted to have five to 10 more days of rain annually. In other words, dry areas will get drier and wet areas wetter.

The report predicts that the area of India prone to malaria will increase by at least 10% by 2080, as changing weather patterns will result in more potential breeding grounds for malarial mosquitoes at higher altitudes.

Most major river basins across the country are likely to become considerably drier, resulting in constant water shortages that will occasionally become acute, the report says. This could shift forest boundaries and affect biodiversity in the regions affected. 

In coastal areas, the key climate-related risks include more frequent tropical cyclones and rises in sea level that will submerge mangrove forests and increase the salinity of wetlands. According to the report, if sea levels were to rise by 1m, more than seven million people in India could be displaced and more than 5 000 square kilometres of land and 4 000 kilometres of roads could be lost. 

Despite the diversity and extent of threats posed to India by climate change, the report says Indian emissions of greenhouse gases have been "very low". According to Raja, this strengthens India’s negotiating position in various climate change forums.

Speaking at the release of the report, he said that India will continue to meet its development needs but is concerned about the likely impact of severe floods on its infrastructure such as roads and railways, as well as the likely increase in electricity needs to pump underground water and cool houses and offices in hot areas.

Earlier this year, scientists at the Pune-based Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) used two models to forecast the impact of global warming. 

Both models predict that the country's temperatures will rise significantly until the end of the century. But the two models differ on the effect on monsoon rains.

One global climate model predicts that temperatures in India are likely to rise by two to three degrees Celsius by the end of the century if greenhouse gas concentrations increase by 1% each year. 

Rupa Kumar Kolli, head of the institute's climatology and hydrometeorology division, who presented the findings at the Indian Science Congress in Chandigarh, said the increase could have serious consequences for crop growth and weather patterns, given that India's temperature has risen by only 0,4 to 0,6 degrees Celsius over the past century. 

The other model -- a high-resolution regional climate model developed under joint Indo-United Kingdom collaboration -- also projects a general warming over India. The IITM team has yet to run the regional model up to the end of the century, but an analysis up to 2050 indicates a temperature rise of between one and two degrees Celsius, in line with estimates of the global model. 

The two models, however, come up with different conclusions about the impact of global warming on India's monsoon rainfall -- the most crucial weather element that is the lifeline to the country's agriculture and central to the livelihoods of 70% of the country's population.

The global model predicts a 10% increase in monsoon rainfall over the next century. In contrast the regional model predicts that rainfall will remain at current levels up to 2050.

Both models indicate a weakening of the link between El Niño, the warming of eastern Pacific waters that affects global weather patterns, and the monsoon. Kolli says the weaker link has already been evident in India over the past two decades. 

"This is now being considered an early signal of possible global warming effect on monsoon variability," he says. 

Global warming, however, is not expected to affect the link between La Niña, or the cold sea-surface temperatures in tropical Pacific waters, and the Indian monsoon. 

The institute is also running the regional model against 10 to 15 scenarios based on differing patterns of human behaviour that are likely to lead to an increase in the use of fossil fuels and concentrations of greenhouse gases and aerosols. 

While greenhouse gases such as oxides of carbon, nitrogen and sulphur increase atmospheric temperatures by trapping heat, aerosols -- tiny atmospheric particles produced naturally through volcanic eruptions, dust storms and fires, or through human activities such as fossil-fuel burning -- cool the air by scattering and blocking the sun's radiation to the Earth.

Large cities in India and China are recording an "alarming" increase in aerosols due to human activities, creating "hot spots" for climate change, warns A Jayaraman from the Ahmedabad-based Physical Research Laboratory, which is studying the likely impact of aerosols on India's climate. – 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Prince warns of science 'risks' 
The Prince of Wales has warned of the possible risks of nanotechnology and called for the cutting edge science to be used "wisely and appropriately". 
In the Independent on Sunday he quotes a retired university professor saying it would be "surprising" if it did not "offer similar upsets" to thalidomide. 

Nanotechnology involves the manipulation of materials one-millionth the size of a pinhead. 

Prince Charles' concerns about nanotechnology sparked a row last year. 

Although his comments have been broadly welcomed by scientists, many feel his reference to thalidomide was "inappropriate and irrelevant". 

'Grey goo' 
In the paper he writes: "My first gentle attempt to draw the subject to wider attention resulted in 'Prince fears grey goo nightmare' headlines." 

	
	Discovering the secrets of the Universe is one thing; ensuring that those secrets are used wisely and appropriately is quite another 
Prince Charles, in the Independent on Sunday 


He says he never used the expression "grey goo", adding: "I do not believe that self-replicating robots, smaller than viruses, will one day multiply uncontrollably and devour our planet. 

"Such beliefs should be left where they belong, in the realms of science fiction." 

The Prince acknowledges nanotechnology is a "triumph of human ingenuity". 

"Some of the work may have fundamental benefits to society, such as enabling the construction of much cheaper fuel-cells, or new ways of combating ill-health," he says. 

But he adds: "How are we going to ensure that proper attention is given to the risks that may... ensue? 

Liability 
"Discovering the secrets of the Universe is one thing; ensuring that those secrets are used wisely and appropriately is quite another. 

"What exactly are the risks attached to each of the techniques under discussion, who will bear them, and who will be liable if and when real life fails to follow the rose-tinted script?" 

He expressed concern that only an estimated 5% of the EU's nanotechnology research budget is being spent on "examining the environmental, social and ethical dimension". 

"That certainly doesn't inspire confidence," he writes. 

'No parallel' 
Professor Ken Donaldson, professor of respiratory toxicology at the University of Edinburgh, welcomed the Prince's intervention. 

He said: "I agree that more research needs to be done and that risk assessment must keep pace with commercial development." 

The tone of the Prince's article was not panic-inducing but sane and sensible, he added. 

"However, there is no direct parallel with the thalidomide disaster", he said. 

	
	It is difficult to make a direct comparison with thalidomide as nanotechnology is not a new drug 
The Royal Society 


The Royal Society, with which the Royal Academy of Engineering is conducting a study on nanotechnology, also welcomed the article but criticised the thalidomide reference. 

Executive secretary Stephen Cox said: "The Prince cites one piece of evidence that warns of the possible risks that can be associated with new technologies and the need to address public concerns and interests. 

"It is difficult to make a direct comparison with thalidomide as nanotechnology is not a new drug, but rather a set of tools and methods for working with materials at the scale of millionths of a millimetre." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Urgent Action on AIDS Needed to Save Lives and Environment 
WASHINGTON, DC, July 9, 2004 (ENS) - Developing countries struggling to combat the growing AIDS crisis need international help to address a critical shortage of qualified health care workers, according to a study released Wednesday by the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies. 

There is concern that the growth of the epidemic could overwhelm some developing nations, further stunting economic development and leaving them unable to respond to other pressing concerns, including the protection of natural resources and biodiversity as well as the struggle against infectious diseases such as malaria. 

Researchers have also documented how countries ravaged by AIDS are more susceptible to food shortages and changing weather patterns driven by climate change. And there is evidence that 
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Geoffrey Owino of Kenya, the youngest of Christine Kanga's five children, is HIV-positive. Sick with AIDS Kanga used to run a successful tailoring business but has not been able to work for a long time. (Photo by Vanessa Vick courtesy WFP)
The report outlines that given substantial cuts in antiretroviral drug prices and an influx of billions of dollars in donations, it is this shortfall that stands as the greatest obstacle to successfully slowing the AIDS epidemic in the resource-poor countries where it is most severe. 

It recommends addressing the shortfall through partnerships, technology transfer, and the mobilization of a Peace Corps-like "HIV/AIDS corps" of technical specialists. 

"While we should proceed with caution and care given the many challenges that lie ahead, we should not delay; we must act now to rein in the global AIDS catastrophe," said committee co-chair James Curran, dean and professor of epidemiology; and director, Center for AIDS Research, Rollins School of Public Health, Emory University, Atlanta. 

The study comes in the wake of United Nation report on AIDS released Wednesday that outlines a dire picture for millions around the world. 

· The 2003 infection rate was the highest ever, with an estimated 4.8 million people newly infected with HIV. 

· Some 38 million people are now living with AIDS, with 25 million residing in sub-Saharan Africa. 

· Some 20 million have died since the first cases of AIDS were identified in 1981. 

· Half of all new HIV infections are now found in the 15 to 24 year-old age group, with more than 6,000 contracting the virus every day. 

The "2004 Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic" from the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) says it is time "to embark boldly upon the next agenda - an agenda for future action that adopts the essential, radical and innovative approaches needed for countries to reverse the course of the epidemic." 

The UN report says that without drastic action, the global AIDS epidemic "will continue to outpace the response." 

The National Academies study notes that some six million individuals need antiretroviral therapy now, but only some 400,000 people in developing nations have access to treatment. 

"Solving the AIDS crisis will take more than just inexpensive drugs, however," said co-chair Haile Debas, director, global health sciences, and professor of surgery, University of California, San Francisco. "Success now hinges more on having adequate infrastructures to distribute therapies and sufficient numbers of trained health care workers in developing countries. 

"Even if we had enough money right now to buy all the necessary drugs to treat every infected individual, global expansion of treatment and prevention could fail just because of the scarcity of trained personnel." 
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Selina Paulina Aponde, has lost 10 of her 12 children to AIDS or TB. Too old to remember her own age, she is now responsible for bringing up seven of her 14 orphaned grandchildren. (Photo by Vanessa Vick courtesy WFP)
The UN reports that the world spent some $4.7 billion fighting the disease in 2003 - less than half what is estimated to be needed in 2004 and only a quarter of what is believed necessary in 2007 to mount a comprehensive global response to the epidemic. 

Significant expansion of HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention will require tens of thousands of health care workers with the experience and training to treat millions of people who have a disease that requires a complicated and long-term regimen of care. 

The lack of an adequate work force in poor nations reflects the underlying crisis of inadequate access to high-quality education throughout the developing world, the report says. 

A variety of innovative government and private-sector programs should be developed or expanded to bring a corps of volunteer medical and other professionals from resource-rich nations into developing countries to train their citizens in HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention and provide technical assistance, the committee said. 

This "HIV/AIDS corps" initiative would strengthen long-term ties among health professionals and others working to fight the disease in all countries, the report says. 

The committee calls for donors financing the global fight against HIV/AIDS should encourage partnerships among clinics, hospitals, and other medical institutions within and across national borders. 

A world summit on AIDS starts this weekend in Bangkok, Thailand. Participants will hear how the AIDS pandemic is affecting the environment, as researchers have begun to observe. 
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Preparing coffins for AIDS patients in Tanzania (Photo courtesy Global Concerns Maryknoll)
According to new research by attorney Dr. Jane Dwasi, a law lecturer at University of Nairobi, Kenya, there is a thriving coffin-making industry in most trading centers of Sub-Saharan Africa where AIDS is prevalent, increasing timber consumption across the region. 

Dr. Dwasi presented her findings in early June at the Fourth Regional Global Biodiversity Forum for East and Southern Africa countries in Darussalam, Tanzania. 

In a report of that meeting written by environment and development consultant Emmanuel Koro, president of the Sub-Saharan Africa Forum for Environment Communicators, Dwasi said that in some areas, medicinal plants have been harvested unsustainably. Poaching and gathering of wild foods is on the increase, she found, because people with AIDS are too weak to perform the heavy labor of agriculture. 

In Kwazulu Natal province of South Africa, people who believe turtle eggs can cure AIDS go on egg collecting "rampages," Dwasi said, and the turtle situation is comparable to the over-harvesting of the African potato in Zimbabwe in the belief that the potato "is a cure for AIDS." 

Forum participants said that because many donors are now putting their money into HIV/AIDS programs, African conservation programs are losing funding support. 

"AIDS: A Threat to Africa’s Environment," is published in "Islam Online at: http://www.islam-online.net/English/Science/2004/06/article09.shtml 

To read the UN report on AIDS click here. 

To view the report by the Institute of Medicine, "Scaling Up Treatment for the Global HIV Pandemic," log on to: http://www.nap.edu/books/0309092647/html/
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Kerry Campaign Taps Into Environmentalist Anger at Bush 
WASHINGTON, DC, July 9, 2004 (ENS) - The John Kerry for President campaign will try on Saturday to channel the environmental community’s anger with the Bush administration. The campaign is calling on supporters to hold "Enviros Action Parties" across the nation to expand its environmental voter support base and its grassroots fundraising. 

Campaign officials declined to predict how much money the events might raise, but Kerry supporters and many environmentalists believe the environment can be a critical issue in the November election. 

"My base is about as energized as a constituency could possibly be," League of Conservation Voters (LCV) President Deb Callahan told reporters on a conference call organized by the Kerry campaign. 
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Democratic Presidential candidate Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts (right) and Vice Presidential candidate Senator John Edwards of North Carolina greet supporters in Dayton, Ohio on Wednesday. (Photo courtesy Kerry campaign)
The environmental community "is united behind the Kerry campaign," said Callahan, whose organization endorsed the likely Democratic presidential nominee prior to the New Hampshire primary. 

LCV is not directly involved with Saturday’s house parties, but Callahan says her organization is well on track to meet its goal of directly reaching 1.5 million voters in four swing states – Florida, Oregon, New Mexico and Wisconsin - by November. 

That effort is part of the Environmental Victory Project, a coalition launched in April by LCV, the Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund, and Friends of the Earth Action. 

"We have a $6 million budget for our campaign and we hope to exceed that and perhaps add two other states," she said. "Our base is motivated." 

Callahan noted that the Sierra Club has endorsed Kerry and that another organization – Environment2004 – was formed this spring by individuals determined to help defeat Bush in the upcoming election. 
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League of Conservation Voters President Deb Callahan (Photo courtesy LCV)
"George W. Bush has led the worst environmental administration in the history of our country," Callahan said. "There has never been an election more important for the future of our environment." 

New York Senator Hillary Clinton joined Callahan on the conference call and told reporters she intends to stump for Kerry and raise the importance of environmental issues, in particular how they link to energy and public health concerns. 

"This is one of the most important issues facing us in this election," Clinton said. "Time and time again the Bush administration has put special interests ahead of our environment and public health. It is becoming an issue that goes far beyond the environmental community." 

There is an economic angle, Clinton added. 

[image: image11.jpg]


New York Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton is married to former President Bill Clinton. They will both campaign for John Kerry and John Edwards. (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)
The Bush administration is not investing in alternative fuels and is failing to "get ahead of the curve," she said. 

"They are missing an opportunity to position us for the future in a way that would be good for our economy and the environment," said the New York Democrat. 

The latest Zogby America public opinion poll conducted this week shows that the newly announced Democratic Presidential ticket of Massachusetts Senator Kerry and North Carolina Senator John Edwards enters the race with a two point lead over President George W. Bush and Vice-President Dick Cheney 48 to 46 percent. 

The poll of 1,008 likely voters was conducted Tuesday and Wednesday. Overall results have a margin of sampling error of +/-3.1. 

Overall approval of President Bush’s job performance moved up two points this month to 49 percent, but 60 percent of respondents expressed disapproval of the Bush administration’s performance on the environment, the Zogby poll shows. 

Pollster John Zogby said, "This is not a big bounce electorate. Let me repeat again: we are a nation that is split down the middle, polarized and hardened." 

"Bush has lost his edge on the war on terrorism and his job performance numbers on foreign policy, health care, the economy, the environment, and the war in Iraq are dismal," Zogby said. 

Still, some doubt the environment will be a big issue in the election campaign, noting that this year's Gallup Environmental Earth Day poll in April found that Americans worry less about environmental issues than they did before the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

The Gallup poll did suggest that Bush's environmental image has suffered somewhat, in particular during the past two years. 

The data show a continued decline in the percentage of Americans saying that Bush is doing a good job of "protecting the nation's environment," with 46 percent of Americans saying the president is doing a "poor job" on environmental protection – compared to 41 percent who said he is doing a "good job." 

Callahan said polling data tends not to reflect the true feeling of the public on the environment because the term is "more of theme than an issue."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Bush Political Interference Offends American Scientists 
By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, July 9, 2004 (ENS) - Citing new evidence of abuse, thousands of top American scientists now say the Bush administration suppresses and distorts scientific knowledge and undermines federal scientific advisory panels. In February, 60 leading scientists, including 20 Nobel laureates, urged President George W. Bush to stop manipulating scientific knowledge for political purposes. That plea has had little effect, they say. 

"The White House has been dismissive of the scientific community's concerns and new cases of unacceptable political interference have come to light," said Dr. Kurt Gottfried, emeritus professor of physics at Cornell University and chairman of the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS). "As a result, the number of scientists willing to speak out has grown exponentially." 

More than 4,000 U.S. scientists have now signed onto a UCS statement criticizing the administration's use of science, including 48 Nobel laureates, 62 National Medal of Science recipients and 127 members of the National Academy of Sciences. 

The statement notes that while scientific input to the government is rarely the only factor in public policy decisions, this input should be weighed from an objective and impartial perspective. 

But these critics say the administration of President George W. Bush has disregarded this principle. 

"Science is being distored and set aside in a cavalier way," Gottfried said. [image: image12.jpg]



President George W. Bush is under fire from scientists who say science is being trumped by politics in his administration. (Photo by Eric Draper courtesy White House)
The White House did not respond to a request for comment on this latest criticism. 

In a February response to the UCS statement, White House Science Advisor John Marburger said the "sweeping conclusions of the UCS statement go far beyond reasonable interpretations of the rules it recites." 

Marburger noted that the Bush administration raised the science budget request for fiscal year 2005 by some 40 percent compared to 2001, to a record $132 billion. 

Gottfried says that focus on spending misses the issue. 

"If you look through everything we have written, the wording funding does not appear," he told reporters. "It is just not the topic. This is a deeper topic that transcends funding - it is whether that investment is going to be properly used." 

In a new report released Thursday, the UCS details new incidents of suppression and distortion of scientific knowledge on issues ranging from endangered species to strip mining to stem cell research. The report details political interference with independent scientific advisory panels, most notably at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) under the Department of Health and Human Services. 
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Union of Concerned Scientists cofounder Dr. Kurt Gottfried is a former chair of the Division of Particles and Fields of the American Physical Society. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Council on Foreign Relations. (Photo courtesy UCS)
The UCS report contains extensive footnotes and the organization says its examples have been corroborated through in-depth interviews and internal government documents, including some released through the Freedom of Information Act. 

It cites examples of how political appointees have distorted scientific assessments of the critically endangered Florida panther in order to facilitate proposed development in Florida, suppressed the economic benefits of protecting and restoring bull trout in the Pacific Northwest, and misrepresented scientific evidence in order to avoid federal protection for trumpeter swans in the Rocky Mountain states. 

Dr. Robert Paine, an ecologist at University of Washington and past president of the Ecological Society of America, told reporters of his experience as chair of an advisory panel on endangered salmon. 

The panel said there was ample science to support the federal government's past position that hatchery fish should not be included in population counts used to determine the status of wild salmon and steelhead stocks. 

But this conflicted with the intent of the Bush administration, and political appointees at NOAA Fisheries disputed the panel's findings on the differences between hatchery and wild fish. 

"We were told to strip out specific scientific recommendations or see our report end up in a drawer," Paine said. 

Paine and his fellow committee members took the unprecedented step in March of publishing its concerns in the journal "Science." In May, the administration finalized the new policy that salmon raised in concrete hatchery tanks will be considered when determining whether wild salmon should be protected under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

"Policy in this case trumped science," said Paine, who added that the decision makes a "mockery" of the Endangered Species Act. 

Another case cited in the report involves how the Bush administration revised regulations for a controversial mining practice called mountaintop coal mining. 
Aerial view of a mountaintop coal mining operation in West Virginia. (Photo by Vivian Stockman courtesy Ohio Valley Environmental Coaltion)
The practice - labeled mountaintop removal coal mining by environmentalists - is a form of strip mining widely used in Appalachia in which mining companies blast hundreds of feet off the tops of mountains to easily access coal deposits. 

The waste rock is dumped wherever it is convenient, often into rivers and streams. The waste from this practice has fouled more than a thousand miles of Appalachian waterways and thousands of acres of forests. 

Nevertheless, during the formation of an environmental impact statement on mountaintop mining senior political appointees at the Interior Department intentionally disregarded extensive scientific studies of these destructive environmental effects. 

The Bush proposal offered no alternatives to mitigate the worst environmental consequences of the practice. 

Dr. Gerald Keusch, the former director of the Fogarty International Center at the National Institutes of Health, told reporters of his struggle to appoint top level scientists to the center's advisory council, a body that does not make policy recommendations or decisions. 

Dr. Gerald Keusch is the assistant provost for global health at Boston University Medical Center. (Photo courtesy Boston University)
The Bush administration rejected 19 of Keusch's 26 nominees. 

"Because all these individuals were highly distinguished, NIH was quick to approve them," he explained. "Nonetheless, all but seven - including a Nobel laureate - were rejected by the administration. I was told the Nobel laureate had signed too many full page letters in 'The New York Times' critical of President Bush." 

The administration forwarded Keusch resumes of individuals with experience that was either "scientifically inappropriate or weak," he said. 

"I was never told to take any of them but the hint was clear," Keusch told reporters. 

Gottfried added that the administration is now interfering with the participation of government scientists at World Health Organization (WHO) conferences. In years past, the WHO has invited federal scientists to conferences and to serve on committees without first clearing the names with the government. 

But in April the administration reversed that position. 

The administration "has ordered all such invitations approved by senior political appointees," Gottfried said. 

The UCS report outlines several measures it believes will rectify the situation for this and future administrations, including: 

· stronger "whistleblower" protection for government scientists 

· greater independent oversight by Congress 

· stricter enforcement of the Federal Advisory Committee Act 

· increased transparency for selection and activities of advisory committees 

· full access to government scientific analysis that is not legitimately classified for national security reasons

"We are not just criticizing," Gottfried said, "we want to put forth ideas and proposals for fixing this."

__________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Millions marooned by floods in Bangladesh


DHAKA - Floods following a month of incessant heavy rains have engulfed vast areas in Bangladesh killing at least 11 people and leaving two million marooned on hundreds of islands created by the deluge. 

Three people died on the weekend when mudslides caused by rain buried their home in southern Chittagong area. Torrents carried away two children into a river near Cox's Bazar, 160 km (100 miles) from Chittagong port city, local officials said. 

Three more people were injured in another mudslide in Rangamati hill town, where authorities warned residents to vacate their homes on hillsides. 

Most of Bangladesh sits astride the deltas of a series of large rivers flowing from the Himalayas and about a third of the country floods every year during the monsoon. Many people are landless and are forced to live and farm on flood-prone land. 

Floods kill hundreds and make thousands homeless every year. 

Weather officials said the floods might spread to central areas, including the capital Dhaka, in the next few days as the monsoon had brought heavier than usual downpours. 

"We are bracing for major floods across the country. The monsoon remains very active, with incessant rain falling every day since last month," said one meteorology official. 

Most rivers including the Jamuna, Brahmaputra, Meghna and Padma were above danger levels. Officials said some had burst their banks while others were about to do so. 

Water gushing down from nearby hills flooded the southeastern port city of Chittagong, home to four million, on the weekend for the second time in three days, the officials said. 

Chittagong port authorities asked ships not to enter a flooded channel in the Bay of Bengal. They said ships could be in danger because of turbulence in the Karnaphuli river channel. 

Water levels in Kaptai Lake in Chittagong Hill Tracts also rose "dangerously" threatening a 230 megawatt hydro-electric plant, officials said. 

FOOD SHORTAGE 

Weather and disaster management officials said the fast-rising flood waters had already swamped hundreds of villages in 15 of Bangladesh's 64 administrative districts, mostly in the north and northeast. 

The deluge washed away hundreds of houses, leaving thousands of families homeless. Crops were under water in all the affected districts but no estimate of losses was immediately available. 

Schools were closed indefinitely in seriously affected northeastern Sylhet and northern Nilphamari districts. 

Many families took shelter on boats, highways, schools and government buildings, witnesses said. They faced shortages of food and drinking water as relief agencies could not reach victims in remote areas. 

In Sylhet, where six people have died in the floods in the last two days, stranded people begged for food from reporters, a Reuters cameraman in the area said. 

Imtiaz Ali, stranded with his family in a half-submerged house in Sylhet, said: "We have been without food for three days. No one has come to our rescue." 

Officials said heavy rain and strong currents prevented them sending relief to remote areas. 

"The situation is really bad with half of the district already flooded," said a Sylhet official, by telephone. 

Story by Anis Ahmed 
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UN in the news

UNEP supports anti-pollution project in Indian Ocean region

Antananarivo, Madagascar (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has launched an 11 million US-dollar anti-pollution project to benefit 10 Indian Ocean island countries, a communiqué has said. The three-year project was announced in Antananarivo Friday at a meeting between officials of Malagasy Environment Ministry and UNEP. The project is partly funded by Norway, the Global Environment Fund (GEF), and supported by the World Bank, the UN Development Programme (UNDP). "It will help eight countries develop plans to reduce the amount of wastewater, chemical wastes and other pollutants flowing into the ocean from the coast, through rivers and other coastal waterways" the communiqué added. The beneficiary countries are Kenya, Mozambique, Somalia, South Africa, Tanzania, as well as the Comoros Islands, Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion and the Seychelles. The Indian Ocean region is said to harbor more than 11,000 plant and animal species, now endangered by urbanization, dumping of untreated wastes and over-exploitation of resources.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048791&dte=10/07/2004

11 millions de dollars contre la pollution dans l'océan Indien

Antananarivo, Madagascar (PANA) - Un projet de lutte contre la pollution par la réduction du déversement de déchets provenant des pays côtiers a été lancé par le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement dans l'Ouest de l'océan Indien, une des régions disposant de la faune et de la flore les plus riches du monde. Le lancement de ce projet d'une durée de trois ans a été annoncé vendredi lors d'une réunion des ministres de l'Environnement réunis dans la capitale de Madagascar, Antananarivo", indique un communiqué du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) transmis vendredi à la PANA. Ce projet, d'un montant de 11 millions de dollars US, sera financé par le gouvernement norvégien et par le Fonds pour l'environnement mondial (FEM), un mécanisme du groupe de la Banque mondiale, du Programme des Nations unies pour le développement (PNUD) et du PNUE, et sera mis en oeuvre par ce dernier. "Il vise à aider huit pays à élaborer des plans pour réduire les déversements d'eaux usées, de produits chimiques et d'autres produits polluants provenant des terres vers les rivières et les eaux côtières", précise le même communiqué. Près de 30 millions de personnes vivent dans les pays de la région, qui comprend le Kenya, le Mozambique, la Somalie, l'Afrique du Sud, la Tanzanie, ainsi que les îles Comores, Madagascar, Maurice, La Réunion et des Seychelles. On estime que cet océan contient plus de 11.000 espèces de plantes et d'animaux, y compris des créatures telles que le dugong, un mammifère peut-être à l'origine du mythe de la sirène, le coelacanthe, un poisson fossile, et plus d'un cinquième des espèces halieutiques côtières. Ces richesses sont menacées par l'urbanisation non planifiée des pays de la région, les décharges de déchets non traités, des pratiques de pêche destructrices et la surexploitation des ressources, indique le communiqué du PNUE. Les ministres des îles-Etats de cette région étaient tous réunis cette semaine à Antananarivo à l'invitation du PNUE afin de lancer ce projet régional qui durera trois ans.

General Environment News

DR Congo institute raises alarm over national parks

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - Democratic Republic of Congo's Nature Conservation Institute (ICCN) has accused certain neighboring countries of devastating game reserves and national parks in the country's north-east. "Unacceptable conditions prevail in the Virunga, Upemba and Garamba protected reserves and national parks in terms of human life and the protection of biodiversity," the institute said in a news release issued to PANA in Kinshasa. "Certain neighboring countries, particularly Rwanda and Sudan are engaged in the killing, looting and destruction and other acts of vandalism," the DRC nature conservation institute said. It mentioned the clearing of forests organized by Rwandan authorities in the 800,000-hectare Virunga national park, saying these threatened mountain gorillas, which are only found in the DRC. It also accused Rwanda of sending military escorts to protect about 6,000 cattle herders who graze thousands of animals in the reserve each day, warning that the natural reserve and "its magnificent gorillas" could disappear within four months. Meanwhile, the ICCN accused John Garang's Sudan People's Liberation Army/Movement (SPLA/M) of poaching elephants and rhinos in the 500,000 hectare Garamba national park, whose ivory and horns they sell to get funds for the purchase of weapons. It also denounced Libyan and Chadian poachers, who were colluding and penetrating the tourist area to kill elephants and rhinos. The institute called for the "unconditional" withdrawal of Rwandans as a pre-condition for "ending the destruction and assess the damage". It recommended that the DRC and Sudan include the process.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048707&dte=09/07/2004
Switzerland Commits To Eliminating Stockpiles Of Obsolete Pesticides In Africa

World Bank (Washington, DC): Industry, governments, non-governmental organizations, and multilateral funds to finance $250 million clean up of dangerous pesticide stockpiles throughout Africa over the next 10-15 years. The Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) today announced that the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation would donate US$500,000 to help launch the program in late 2004. The pledge of support from Switzerland brings the total amount committed to the ASP to over $50 million. The pledged support includes $25 million from the Global Environment Facility, $1.5 million from the World Bank, 1 million EUROS from the European Union, over $15 million from bi-lateral donors, and $8 million from the plant sciences industry trade association CropLife International (as part of a commitment of up to $30 million during the life of the program). The ASP is an unprecedented partnership between industry, participating countries, private foundations, non-profit organizations, and multi-lateral funds, who have agreed to pool resources and expertise in a collaborative, comprehensive effort to rid Africa of polluting stockpiles of obsolete pesticides and prevent their recurrence. An estimated 50,000 tons of obsolete pesticides, as well as tens of thousands of tons of contaminated soil and associated wastes, have accumulated in stockpiles throughout the African continent. The objective of the Africa Stockpiles Programme is to clear all obsolete pesticide stocks from Africa in an environmentally sound manner and to put in place measures to prevent their recurrence. It will cost an estimated $46 million to prepare projects and clean-up seven African countries (Ethiopia, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania and Tunisia), and prepare nine more.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407090887.html
Pollution: Enugu Govt Threatens to Sanction Coca Cola, Nbl

Vanguard (Lagos): THE Coca- Cola Bottling Company and Nigerian Breweries PLC at Ninth Mile Corner, Enugu have been given a one-week ultimatum by Enugu State Government to install waste treatment plants for effective disposal of wastes from their premises or face the risk of being closed down. Speaking with reporters after the State Executive Council meeting in Enugu yesterday, the Commissioner for Information, Chief Ayogu Eze, said the decision to sanction the two companies was taken by the government because of the failure by the managements to heed earlier warning to desist further pollution of the area. The managements of the two plants including the old Nigerian Breweries plant were in 2003 warned by the state government to install waste treatment plants, which will be used in burning their waste products to avoid the pollution of Ajali water, which is the source of water supply to Enugu people, but they remained adamant since then. Eze said that the untreated waste from these companies not only drains into the Ajali water but also cause health problems to the people of the area and beyond. In this respect, the Commissioner said the Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Justice in conjunction with the State Security Agencies had been directed to effect the shut down order, once it is established that they did not comply with government's directives.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407090770.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

World's Youth to Build Villages in Seoul for Peace
The Korean Times, 11 July 2004 (By Deborah Bosket, Contributing writer) - Today's youth are often stereotyped as an apathetic generation either too self-centered or lazy to care about the world outside of their current social circle and the latest Playstation game. 
…. Around 500 youths from countries such as China, Thailand, Australia, the United States, England, Nigeria, Egypt and France will gather to promote education, reject violence, and improve cultural awareness this week in Seoul. 

The five-day festival, ``Colors of Asia-Youth Festival for Peace 2004,'' is taking place for the first time since 1968 with the aim of sending a message to world leaders to call for greater efforts to obtain peace across the globe.
… KYHA is also planning a variety of traditional Korean cultural activities and games throughout the festival, including a Taekwondo dance performed by local college students. UNESCO, United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) and Peace One Day will also contribute to the events.

http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/culture/200407/kt2004071119354811690.htm 

Youngsters represent Malaysia in UNEP
The Star, Malaysia - Jul 10, 2004, BY ELIZABETH LOOI, PUTRAJAYA: They are not your regular young schoolchildren who only read comics or glue themselves to their playstation during free time.  
Barely 15 years old, Sarah Yip Pik Yu, Jes Ebrahim Jes Izman, Aiman Syahiran Adly and Daniel Tan Jin Yee, are active in recycling activities and are chosen to represent the country in the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Tunza Children's Conference in Connecticut, United States, next week. 
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2004/7/11/nation/8414311&sec=nation 
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
International Court of Justice finds Israeli wall in Palestinian territory is illegal

*
World Court ruling on Israeli wall forwarded to UN General Assembly

*
Annan welcomes Afghanistan’s unveiling of presidential, parliamentary poll dates

*
Sudan: UN human rights expert warns militias are destroying food sources

*
UN agencies vaccinate 2 million children against measles in Darfur, Sudan

*
Annan urges release of Bulgarian and Filipino hostages in Iraq

*
UN-appointed team will go to Côte d’Ivoire to conduct human rights inquiry

*
Political deadlock between Eritrea and Ethiopia could bring instability – Annan

*
Annan asks donors to help rebuild Sierra Leone’s security sector

*
Security Council authorizes 6-month extension of NATO force in Bosnia
*
IAEA chief strikes positive note after talks with Sharon on nuclear-arms-free zone

*
Laos reduces opium poppy cultivation by half – UN report

*
UN agency reports new Colombian refugees arriving in Venezuela

*
Nicaragua: UN system responds to floods

*
UN agencies warn Asia will continue to be plagued by bird flu

*
Brahimi urges world to have realistic goals for peace processes

* * * *

Middle East

9 July – The International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued an advisory opinion today that Israel’s building of a wall in the occupied Palestinian territory is illegal and said construction must stop immediately and Israel should make reparations for any damage caused.

Responding to a request from the United Nations General Assembly, the World Court’s opinion said the Assembly and the Security Council should consider what steps to take “to bring to an end the illegal situation” created by the wall.

By a majority of 14 to 1, the judges found that the wall’s construction breaches international law, saying it violated principles outlined in the UN Charter and long-standing global conventions that prohibit the threat or use of force and the acquisition of territory that way, as well as principles upholding the right of peoples to self-determination.

Observing that 80 per cent of Israeli settlers in the occupied Palestinian territory now live between the wall and the so-called Green Line marking the 1949 boundary of Israel, the Court said the wall’s route could “prejudge the future frontier between Israel and Palestine.”

The ICJ – the UN’s principal judicial organ – said construction “would be tantamount to de facto annexation” as it explained that the wall could create a potentially permanent “fait accompli” on the ground.

The judges noted that, combined with the Israeli settlements, which have been deplored by the Security Council, the wall’s construction alters the demographic composition of the occupied Palestinian territory and impedes the Palestinians’ right to self-determination.

Concluding that Israel could not rely on a right of self-defence or on a state of necessity to justify the wall, the Court said it was not convinced the specific route chosen was necessary for security reasons.

The judges also said Israel is obliged to stop construction immediately and dismantle the sections of the wall that have already been built. They added that Israel must nullify any laws relating to the wall’s construction and make reparations for any damage caused by its erection.

Voting 13-2, the judges found that all States should not “recognize the illegal situation resulting from the construction of the wall” and not give any aid or assistance in maintaining the situation.

The judges’ advisory opinion, released at the ICJ’s headquarters in The Hague, is non-binding. It follows three days of court hearings in February.

Last December the General Assembly, during an emergency special session on the occupied Palestinian territories, adopted a resolution asking the ICJ to urgently render an opinion on the legal consequences of the construction of a wall.

* * *

Middle East

9 July – After the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued today its advisory opinion on the Israeli-built wall in the occupied Palestinian territory, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan forwarded the decision to the UN General Assembly, which had requested the Court’s advice on the legality of the barrier.  

The Hague-based ICJ said on Friday that the construction of the wall was “contrary to international law” and that Israel was “under an obligation to cease the works of construction” and to “dismantle forthwith” the structure situated in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem. 

In a statement issued in Bangkok, where the Secretary-General is attending a meeting on AIDS, a UN spokesman said Mr. Annan received the opinion from the Court and had forwarded it to the General Assembly, “which will determine how to proceed on this matter.”

In its opinion, the ICJ – the principal judicial organ of the UN – also said the General Assembly and the Security Council should consider what steps are necessary “to bring to an end the illegal situation resulting from the construction of the wall.”

Last December, the General Assembly adopted a resolution during an emergency special session asking the ICJ to urgently render its opinion on “the legal consequences of the construction of a wall in occupied Palestinian territory.”

* * *

Afghanistan

9 July – Afghanistan will hold presidential elections on 9 October and delay national and local parliamentary elections until April 2005, its electoral authorities announced today in a decision welcomed by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

The UN chief said the extra time offers “a very valuable opportunity to create better conditions for the holding of a free and fair parliamentary election,” adding it allows voters and candidates to participate more meaningfully in the polls.

The Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB), the independent body mandated to conduct and supervise the elections, said it decided to delay the parliamentary elections after gathering the views of delegations, community representatives and elders.

In a statement issued in Kabul, the Afghan capital, the JEMB said the “minimum requirements” for holding parliamentary elections had not been reached and it would be unfair to many political parties and independent candidates to rush the process.

Electoral law requires the poll date to be declared at least 90 days in advance, and the JEMB said the Afghan Government’s Cabinet recommended the legislative elections be held within a month of the presidential poll, slated now for 9 October.

More than 6 million people have registered to vote – from an estimated pool of 9.5 million eligible voters – since last December but registration levels are uneven across the country. In 19 of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces, for example, voter registration is below 50 per cent and many candidates would find nomination difficult.

The JEMB said a further delay is necessary because of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, which begins in November this year, and the harsh winter in Afghanistan, when travel becomes difficult for many months.

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan backed the JEMB’s decision and said he was convinced that the elections – Afghanistan’s first in many years – will be conducted successfully.

But he reiterated his concerns about the safety of electoral workers and the overall electoral process, condemning recent deadly attacks. A female electoral worker was killed yesterday when a vehicle in which she was travelling was hit by an explosion near Jalalabad in the east, and two others were killed in the same area a fortnight ago.

The Secretary-General said it was essential that the disarmament process is accelerated and the authorities meet targets outlined at the Berlin Conference earlier this year.

“This has been and will continue, in the eyes of the Afghans, to be one of the most important benchmarks for the holding of a genuine, democratic election,” he said.

* * *

Sudan

9 July – Calling for immediate action to stop armed militias destroying food and water sources in the violence-wracked Darfur region of Sudan, a United Nations rapporteur today urged the UN Commission on Human Rights to convene a special session on the situation in Darfur.

Jean Ziegler, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, said he was deeply concerned by the rebels’ destruction of resources in western Darfur’s Jabal Marrah area.

He said he was also disturbed that the Sudanese Government is urging Darfur’s massive internally displaced population – estimated at more than one million – to return to their homes.

Noting that the right to food is protected under international law, Mr. Ziegler said Khartoum wanted to send people back to their homes even though militias have either destroyed, damaged or looted crops, agricultural areas, livestock and drinking water installations.

He urged the Sudanese Government to lift any restrictions on humanitarian operations in Darfur, where Government forces, allied militias and two rebel groups have been fighting since early last year. He said they must guarantee the safety of aid workers and civilians.

Mr. Ziegler also voiced concern that international donors have not provided enough funds to match the scale of the humanitarian crisis, which senior UN officials have recently described as the world’s worst.

“In two weeks, the rainy season will cut off access to many of the communities in west Darfur, the region worst affected by the conflict,” he said. “The rainy season and flooding will also give rise to diarrhoeal diseases and malarial incidence, which all contribute to malnutrition and mortality rates.”

Mr. Ziegler said the Geneva-based Commission should hold a special session focusing on Darfur, a region roughly the size of France.

In a separate development, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, discussed events in Darfur with Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail last week during the African Union summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Eight UN human rights monitors are being deployed to Darfur to examine grave violations of human rights, war crimes and other abuses.

* * *

Sudan

9 July – Two million children in Sudan’s troubled Darfur region have been immunized against measles, but as many as 500,000 others are without vaccinations because it is too dangerous for health workers to reach them, United Nations agencies said today.

More than 2,000 teams from the Sudanese health ministry and from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) have spent the past month vaccinating children across Darfur – an impoverished region similar in size to France.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said today that “we went as far as we could given the insecurity,” but estimated that half a million more children still missed out on vaccinations against the often deadly disease.

Ms. Bellamy said she was particularly concerned about the situation in west Darfur, calling on the Government, rebel groups and armed militias to guarantee the safety of health teams so they can carry out their work.

The number of measles cases – and the number of deaths – surged ahead of the vaccination campaign, especially among children living in camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs). More than a million people are thought to be IDPs and 170,000 others are refugees in neighbouring Chad because of the conflict in Darfur.

WHO said immunization teams started working at the IDP camps, where measles can spread most rapidly, and then began fanning out across Darfur. About 500,000 children were also given vitamin A capsules at the same time they were immunized against measles.

WHO is also sending senior officials to Darfur and Khartoum next week to see first-hand the health situation among IDPs and to hold talks with Sudanese officials. The UN agency’s disease experts are particularly concerned that the current rainy season is increasing the chances of outbreaks of cholera, malaria and dysentery.

At one camp in north Darfur, 22 deaths – mostly from diarrhoea – have been reported in the last week, while malnutrition among children is rising at another camp in the same area.

A UN spokesman said UNICEF and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) are investigating Khartoum’s claims that IDPs are returning voluntarily from those two camps to their homes to prepare for the planting season. The agencies’ initial assessment reveals serious security concerns.

The probe by the UN agencies will extend to west Darfur, where local authorities said some 6,500 people have returned recently from Chad.

Meanwhile, humanitarian workers estimate almost 13,000 Dinkas have become internally displaced in south Darfur in recent weeks because of a fresh wave of ethnic displacement.

In a separate development, the World Food Programme (WFP) announced it has reached a deal with Libya to transport food from its port city of Benghazi to northern Chad. During June the WFP distributed almost 2,500 tons of food to 127,000 refugees living in eastern Chad.

WFP spokesman Simon Pluess said insecurity and the recent onset of the rainy season had made it difficult for humanitarian workers to bring relief.

From early next week, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is airlifting nearly 180 tons of relief items to Chad from Denmark. The relief items include blankets, kitchen sets, plastic sheeting and jerry cans. The agency is due to open its ninth safe camp in eastern Chad next week, away from the border with Sudan and the threat of raids by militias allied to Khartoum.

* * *

Iraq

9 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for the release of two Bulgarian men and one Filipino national reported to be held hostage by militants in Iraq.

A statement released by a UN spokesman said Mr. Annan was “deeply concerned about the threats to the lives” of the three hostages.

The statement added that the Secretary-General urged the release of “all other innocent civilians who may have been abducted for political ends in the conflict.”

Asked about the kidnappings today, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said he was not aware of any contact with Iraq’s national authorities.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

9 July – A United Nations-appointed Independent Commission of Inquiry, set up to investigate serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in Côte d’Ivoire between mid-September 2002 and the signing of a peace agreement the following January, will go to the West African country later this month.

The five-member team will travel on 18 July and stay in the country for about three months, spokesman José Luis Diaz of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) said at a press briefing in Geneva.

The team would be accompanied by its secretariat and a number of forensic experts and would examine the human rights situation since 19 September 2002, he said.

Violence flared up in the West African nation on that day, with deadly attacks by elements of the armed forces.

Refugees from Côte d’Ivoire reported losing their homes after government forces allegedly burned certain of the city’s immigrant districts and razed shantytowns during a security sweep.

Following clashes between government troops and rebels, a UN team described Bouaké as a “ghost city.” Tens of thousands of people fled across the border to neighbouring countries.

* * *

Eritrea/Ethiopia

9 July – The political impasse over marking a border between Eritrea and Ethiopia, following their 1998-2000 war, is a source of instability in the Horn of Africa, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says.

“I am concerned that a relatively minor incident, even one of miscalculation, could degenerate into a very serious situation, which no one would wish for and which would be tragic for all concerned,” he says in a report to the Security Council on the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).

His Special Envoy Lloyd Axworthy, Special Representative Legwaila Joseph Legwaila and the whole mission, whose current mandate ends on 30 September, are ready to work with both governments to clarify issues, resolve differences and prevent incidents in the border area peacefully, he says.

Eritrea’s recent indication that it will engage UNMEE constructively to resolve any differences is welcome, Mr. Annan says, but Ethiopia’s continued “opposition to the demarcation process in conformity with the final and binding decision of the Boundary Commission” is a source of deep concern.

“It is worth reminding the parties, and in particular Ethiopia, that the two Governments themselves entrusted the Boundary Commission with the entire demarcation process, drew up its mandate and selected its Commissioners,” he says.

With four years having passed since the end of hostilities, it is time for the parties to demonstrate flexibility and realize, “and, perhaps, explain to their peoples, that sober choices will have to be made in order to end the current stalemate,” Mr. Annan says.

* * *

Sierra Leone

9 July – As the United Nations peacekeeping mission reduces its forces in post-conflict Sierra Leone, the West African country urgently needs aid from the international donor community in providing its security sector with needed equipment and must promote harmony between its police and troops, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan says.

The Sierra Leonean National Security Council Coordinating Group should “join the United Nations in appealing to Member States to provide urgently the much-needed assistance” for the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF), he says in his most recent report to the Security Council on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL).

Since long-lasting peace and stability cannot be guaranteed without collaboration between the security forces, he calls on the Government to implement its earlier action plan to address major security sector gaps and solve the problem of harmonizing relations “through the continued sensitization of their personnel and through disciplinary measures.”

Mr. Annan commends the leadership of the two security agencies for deciding to investigate recent incidents and prevent their recurrence.

On socio-economic matters, he notes public sector strikes over the late payment of salaries even as the prices of basic commodities rise and the rainy season approaches.

“The high poverty level combined with widespread unemployment and the marginalization of certain segments of society, in particular young people, could affect stability in the country,” Mr. Annan says.

With the restoration of Government control over diamond mining, official exports have been valued at $50 million this year, compared with $29 million in the same period last year, he says, and the Government expects an increase in licensed diamond mining throughout the country.

The report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is scheduled for release in September 2004, while the Special Court, established through an agreement with the United Nations, has secured funds until the end of this year and is finalizing its 2005 budget, he says.

Meanwhile, the Court’s Registrar “has started negotiations with several countries on the possibility of entering into bilateral agreements on the enforcement of sentences and the relocation of witnesses,” he says.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

9 July – With the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) recently deciding to end its multinational stabilization force (SFOR) in Bosnia and Herzegovina by the end of the year, the United Nations Security Council today authorized participating countries to continue the operation for a further six months.
In unanimously adopting resolution 1551, the Council welcomed NATO’s decision, as well as the European Union’s intention to launch a follow-on mission there, including a military component, starting in December.

The Council decided that the status of forces agreements in the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina should apply provisionally to the proposed European Union mission and its forces, including from the point of build-up in the country, in anticipation of the concurrence of the parties to those agreements to that effect.

In a related provision, the Council authorized Member States to take all necessary measures, at the request of SFOR, either in defence of SFOR or to assist the force in carrying out its mission, and recognized the right of the force to take all necessary measures to defend itself from attack or threat of attack.

In that connection, the Council expressed its intention to consider the terms of further authorization as necessary in light of developments in implementation of the Peace Agreement and the situation in that country.

* * *

Middle East

9 July – Concluding a three-day visit to Israel this week, the head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency said he welcomed the country’s reaffirmation of its willingness to work towards a Middle East that is free of nuclear weapons.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei held talks with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and members of his Cabinet during his visit to Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.

At a press conference in Jerusalem, Mr. ElBaradei said Mr. Sharon had confirmed to him that Israeli policy about Middle East peace means the country is “looking forward” to the region’s establishment as a zone free of nuclear weapons.

“It’s not a new policy, but affirming that policy at the level of Prime Minister I think is quite a welcome development,” Mr. ElBaradei said.

He also met officials of Israel’s Atomic Energy Commission and gave a lecture at a university in Jerusalem during his visit.

The trip by Mr. ElBaradei follows a call by the IAEA General Conference of Member States for every Middle Eastern country to open its nuclear facilities to full inspection by the agency and to work towards a nuclear-weapons-free-zone.

* * *

Laos

9 July – Opium cultivation in Laos fell by 45 per cent this year, and if it continues alongside a similar decline in Myanmar, could mean the end of more than 100 years of opium production in the Golden Triangle, the United Nations anti-drug agency said today.

The drop in 2003 translates into a cumulative decline of 75 per cent since 1998, according to the “Laos Opium Survey” carried out by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Government of Laos.

Attending the launch of the survey in the Laotian capital of Vientiane, UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa said, “Together with the parallel decline in opium cultivation in Myanmar, this historical achievement if sustained, will end more than a century of opium production” in the area bounded by Laos, Myanmar and Thailand.

The survey also reveals that the average farm-gate price of opium has increased by 27 per cent compared with the previous season. The increase reflects the scarcity of opium produced this season and could present an incentive for farmers to cultivate opium next year.

Mr. Costa called on the international community to help farmers in Laos, who are now giving up their income from opium, with sustainable alternative sources of livelihood.

“In many areas, opium elimination has been achieved without farmers having the opportunity to develop other sources of income. Although the opium growers in fact never derived a great deal from this crop, the cash from selling opium was important for farmers living on, or below, the poverty line,” he said.

For opium-growing households in Laos, the average annual gross domestic product per capita is $62 compared with $309 per capita for the country as a whole.

* * *

Colombia

9 July – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has a team in Venezuela’s border state of Apure evaluating the humanitarian and protection needs of around 200 Colombians who fled fighting in their home country earlier this week.

“Some of the group wish to seek refugee status in Venezuela while others would like to return to Colombia once the security situation improves,” UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond said today in Geneva. “UNHCR is contacting the military, government and immigration authorities to inform them of the influx and to coordinate a response.”

According to Mr. Redmond, the group reportedly fled from Puerto Lleras, in Colombia’s Arauca department, across the border into the Alto Apure region following fighting between illegal armed groups in Colombia. They are sheltering in an old palm-oil processing plant.

He said the numbers of Colombian asylum seekers in Apure have been increasing steadily this year, rising to 1,117 at the end of May from 299 in January. Around 40 per cent of all the Colombian asylum-seekers in Venezuela are staying in Apure state, one of three Venezuelan states bordering Colombia.

In a separate development, the Venezuelan National Refugee Commission granted temporary protection status last Friday to 292 indigenous Wayúu who fled to Venezuela in May following armed conflict in their Colombian community of Bahia Portete, La Guajira.

“This is the first time that the Venezuelan Government has granted this type of protection status and UNHCR views this favourably,” Mr. Redmond said.

He noted that an increasing number of indigenous people have been affected by the Colombian conflict this year. In addition to the hundreds of Wayúu forced to flee into Venezuela, other indigenous groups in the border zone such as the Yukpa and Barí have found themselves hosting Colombian farmers who also fled fighting.

* * *

Nicaragua

9 July – United Nations relief agencies are responding to humanitarian needs in Nicaragua after four weeks of heavy rains triggered mudslides and flooding, causing great damage in certain areas and creating an emergency.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) have carried out assessment missions and are working in support of the country’s Ministries of Health, Education, Agriculture and Family.

On Tuesday, Nicaragua’s National Emergency Committee convened a meeting with representatives of the international community to present the situation and call for help. According to the Committee, more than 18,000 people in 54 communities have been affected, 25 have died and over 2,000 acres of crops have been damaged.

* * *

Bird flu

9 July – New outbreaks of bird flu in three Asian countries in the past fortnight show that the virus which killed almost two dozen people and devastated the region’s domestic poultry population earlier this year remains endemic and a threat to human health, United Nations agencies said today.

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said it is unrealistic to expect the virus will be eradicated soon and called on governments in the affected region to recognize that the virus will continue to circulate and that different strains of the virus may appear.

The World Health Organization (WHO) warned that recent research indicates the virus is more widespread than previously thought – it has also been found in wild birds – and more deadly.

It called for human trials of an experimental flu vaccine to be accelerated and said all workers involved in culling birds should be given human flu vaccines.

Authorities in China, Thailand and Viet Nam have reported outbreaks of bird flu, otherwise known as avian influenza, in chickens over the last two weeks. These outbreaks are of H5N1, the same virus as the one that led to at least 22 deaths in Thailand and Viet Nam near the start of this year. More than 100 million birds died or were culled in at least nine countries across Southern and Eastern Asia.

FAO Animal Health Service Chief Joseph Domenech said the new cases are not a surprise because affected countries had succeeded in controlling rather than eradicating the disease.

“Eradication of the avian flu virus should be considered, at best, as a long-term task,” he said, adding epidemiological evidence indicated the virus still exists in at least five countries.

Calling on authorities to step up their surveillance against the disease, Mr. Domenech urged them to closely monitor poultry production, strengthen the biosecurity of commercial businesses and to respond immediately and aggressively to any future outbreaks.

Such measures should include restricting the movements of animals and good, launching public awareness campaigns and disinfecting affected areas, he said.

WHO said in a statement that a Chinese study released last week showed the virus was widespread among domestic ducks in the country’s south and causing increasingly severe disease.

A separate study reported by the journal Nature found that both domestic and wild birds contributed to the disease’s spread and suggested the virus may be more widespread than realized – and therefore harder to eliminate.

WHO called on the governments of affected countries to give specimens from recent outbreaks so that its staff could compare them to observe whether they are exactly the same or whether they are distinct but from the same group of viruses.

Preparations for a possible pandemic continue, WHO added, with two manufacturers in the United States producing vaccine for human trials and Asia-Pacific experts gathering in Kuala Lumpur last month to discuss the situation.

* * *

Lakhdar Brahimi

9 July – The world’s expectations for peace-making processes in countries emerging from war or other crises are becoming more ambitious and less realistic, United Nations Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi said yesterday as he received the Dag Hammarskjöld Medal from the German UN Association.

Accepting the medal at a ceremony in Munich, Mr. Brahimi said his experiences over the past 15 years of trying to help resolve conflicts and build stable states around the world showed “that this business of peace-making is not getting any easier.”

But he said the international community’s agendas have changed during the same period – both about what can be achieved and how quickly.

“They have become more ambitious and multi-faceted, seeking to promote justice, national reconciliation, human rights, gender equality, the rule of law, sustainable economic development and democracy, all at the same time, from day one, now, immediately, even including in the midst of conflict.”

Mr. Brahimi said his work as a negotiator and adviser in Lebanon, South Africa, Haiti, Afghanistan and Iraq since 1989 taught him that luck and good timing are invaluable and that establishing peace is always highly risky.

Referring to Iraq, where he helped facilitate the formation of the interim Government that took office last month, he said rebuilding the country can succeed, thanks to Iraq’s “many talented and educated people, as well as abundant natural resources.”

But he said the lack of security, the legacy of decades of repression, the destruction of state institutions and deep inter- and intra-sectarian tensions mean any political, social or economic reconstruction will be extremely difficult.

Mr. Brahimi urged the world to be realistic about what the UN can achieve, adding that the international community also has to play its part to help post-conflict countries “improve the odds for success.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  Sorry for being late.  I’ve got quite a lot of material for you today. 

**ICJ Ruling
On the ruling by the International Court of Justice, the President of the International Court of Justice, Judge Shi Jiuyong, today read out the advisory opinion on the legal consequences of the construction of a wall in the occupied Palestinian territory.

The advisory opinion says that “the construction of the wall being built by Israel, the occupying Power, in the OccupiedPalestinianTerritory, including in and around East Jerusalem, and its associated regime, are contrary to international law.”

The Judge added that “the Court is of the view that the United Nations, and especially the General Assembly and the Security Council, should consider what further action is required to bring to an end the illegal situation resulting from the construction of the wall and the associated regime, taking due account of the present advisory opinion.”

And this is the ruling of by the ICJ, which is available up on their web site.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
And I have statement on this ruling:

“The Secretary-General has today received from the International Court of Justice its advisory opinion on “the legal consequences of the construction of a wall in occupied Palestinian territory”.

“The Secretary-General has forwarded the advisory opinion to the General Assembly, which had requested the Court’s advice, and which will determine how to proceed on this matter.”

** Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
And I now have a rather long statement on Afghanistan on the elections:

“The Secretary-General has been informed of the decisions of the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) -– the independent authority mandated to conduct and supervise the electoral process –- concerning the holding of elections in Afghanistan.  He fully supports the JEMB’s decision to convene the presidential election on 9 October.  It is in line with the timetable adopted in the Bonn agreement.  It also responds to the very strong wish of Afghans to participate in the electoral process, as demonstrated by the 6 million voters who have already registered.

“The Secretary-General also welcomes the decision of the JEMB to hold parliamentary elections in April 2005.  This additional time will enable voters and candidates to participate more meaningfully in the election of their representatives in the National Assembly and in local councils.  It is also a very valuable opportunity to create better conditions for the holding of a free and fair parliamentary election, which the government and the international community should not miss.

“Indeed, the Secretary-General believes that, ahead of the presidential election and, with even more emphasis, the parliamentary elections, the process of disarmament must gain further momentum and reach the targets agreed at the Berlin Conference.  This has been and will continue, in the eyes of the Afghans, to be one of the most important benchmarks for the holding of a genuine, democratic election.  The Secretary-General underscores the necessity of creating a safe and secure environment for all electoral staff and the elections process as a whole, and takes this opportunity to once again condemn in the strongest terms any and all acts of violence against the process.

“The Secretary-General is convinced that the ongoing electoral process, supported as it is by the keen aspiration of Afghans to political participation, can be brought to a successful conclusion and make an essential contribution to the restoration of a lasting peace and the building of a legitimate democratic state in Afghanistan.”

And the full text of the statement is available to you upstairs.

**SG in Bangkok
Turning to the Secretary-General, he has arrived in Bangkok, Thailand today, where he will on Sunday address the 15th International AIDS Conference.

In his speech, he will warn that, despite much progress over the past three years, we are not on track to begin reducing the scale and impact of the AIDS epidemic by 2005, as world leaders had promised.  The Secretary-General will outline the need to focus on supporting treatment and prevention, empowering women and girls to protect themselves against the virus, and providing stronger leadership at every level in fighting AIDS.  We have embargoed copies of the speeches on AIDS available upstairs.

**Humanitarian Update in Darfur
We also have upstairs a humanitarian update on Darfur, but I will highlight a number of key points: 

The World Food Programme says it was about to conclude an agreement with Libya to transport food from the port of Benghazi to northern Chad. 

And from the field, UNICEF and WHO said today that two million children in Darfur have now been vaccinated against measles, but that hundreds of thousands more cannot be reached because of prevailing insecurity.

In North Darfur, humanitarian agencies are investigating the Sudanese Government’s repeated claims that internally displaced persons are returning voluntarily to Tawilla and Korma from El Fasher and the Abu Shouk camp, supposedly to prepare for the planting season. So far, an assessment of the humanitarian situation in Tawilla, where some 150 households are accommodated in schools, has revealed serious security concerns.

Twenty-two deaths have been reported in Abu Shouk during the past week, mainly because of diarrhoea. In El Fasher, malnutrition among children has increased. 

In West Darfur, agencies plan to investigate claims by local authorities that around 6,500 displaced have recently returned from Chad. Local authorities in West Darfur have continued to push for the relocation and return of the displaced persons, even though they still do not feel secure enough to return to their villages. Reports of attacks and looting continue to be received.  Donor funding is at 40 per cent of the requested $350 million.

**Cote d’Ivoire
Turning to Côte d’Ivoire, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights announced that the Independent Commission of Inquiry, which was announced on 22 June to look into the grave violations of human rights committed in Côte d’Ivoire, would travel to that country on 18 July.  The five-member Commission would be accompanied by its secretariat and a team of forensics experts.  

The Commission expected to be in Côte d’Ivoire for three months, but that could change depending on what they found.  The period that they were looking at was open-ended and would examine the human rights situation since 19 September 2002.

**Ethiopia-Eritrea
On Ethiopia-Eritrea, in his latest progress report on Ethiopia and Eritrea, the Secretary-General says a protracted stalemate in the peace process is in itself a source of instability and flags his concern that a relatively minor incident, even one of miscalculation, could degenerate into a very serious situation, which no one would wish for and which would be tragic for all concerned.

**Sierra Leone
Also out today is the Secretary-General’s report on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone, which notes the steady improvement in the security situation in the country as the mission continues its gradual withdrawal.  Ongoing efforts to improve the overall situation in Liberia continue to have a positive impact on the situation in the whole of the ManoRiver region, the Secretary-General notes.

**Security Council
As for the Security Council; it is going into a public meeting right now, to adopt a resolution on Bosnia and Herzegovina, which would extend the mandate of the NATO Stabilization Force until the end of this year.

**Humanitarian Wrap
We also have available for you upstairs a number of updates and press releases on various humanitarian issues and events, including UNHCR’s efforts in Venezuela, the humanitarian situation in the North Caucasus as well as the humanitarian needs in Nicaragua following the severe weather there.

**Press Conference
This afternoon, in a short while, Ambassador Dan Gillerman will be here at exactly 1:00 p.m. to brief you on his country’s reaction to the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice. 

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And today being the Friday and the last day of the week, we have the traditional Week Ahead for you. Any questions?  Yes?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Okay, so the Secretary-General is passing on The Hague thing to the, sorry, to the General Assembly.  Does he have any comment on that?

Associate Spokesman:  No. The Secretary-General at this point would not want to pre-empt the General Assembly’s determination on how to proceed on this issue. I think the membership of the UN, the membership of the General Assembly needs time to digest the ruling.  And the Secretary-General would expect them to consider seriously their actions in light of the Court’s advisory opinion.  He believes that it is for Member States to determine whether further action in the General Assembly is appropriate.

Question:  Have there been any contacts, Stéphane, between him and the Israelis after the ICJ’s decision?

Associate Spokesman:  No, not that I am aware of.

Question:  Do think there is going to be anything at the Security Council regarding this?

Associate Spokesman:  I think, again, the ruling just came down.  We have to see how the membership of the Organization decide to react and act on the ruling.

Question:  A question on Iraq, Stéphane.  Do we have a reaction from the SG to the measure taken by Iyad Allawi in Iraq, and how it may or may not impact the Brahimi push for impartial elections in Iraq? 

Associate Spokesman:  No, we do not.  But I will try to get something for you.

Question:  On food-for-oil, three questions if you don’t mind.

Associate Spokesman:  Sure.

Question:  There have been a list of companies surfacing lately that show those companies that Saddam Hussein had preferred to do business with.  In fact, among that list we found a sort of secondary list that shows companies that he really preferred to do business with, like almost his business partners.  And that, of course, opened the door to all sorts of exchanges and allegations of Saddam garnering favours to certain organizations if they promoted his policies of lifting sanctions and other issues.  Is that secondary list, this sort of preferred business partner list of Saddam, something that the UN was aware of?  Is it something that was just a result of the way the programme was set up?  I’m trying to understand how this came about.

Associate Spokesman:  We were not aware of the specific list that I have seen you report on, that you’re mentioning.  I think you have to take a step back and remember how the programme was set up, under what rules it operated, which were set up by the Security Council 661 Committee, which gave the then government of Iraq headed by Saddam Hussein the exclusive right to select companies he wanted to do business with.  He would select the companies; they would negotiate a contract.  Once that contact was finalized the national authorities of the company that was providing the contract would forward, through its Permanent Mission here at the UN, the contract to the oil-for-food programme and then it was then forwarded to the 661 Committee for approval or rejection or consideration.

But the way the programme was set up by the Security Council gave Saddam’s regime, his government, the right to select which companies he wanted to do business with and which ones he did not want to do business with. 

Question:  Were any concerns raised, or at the time of the inception of the programme or even at the point at which it was clear that there were these specified companies that were getting the business with Saddam, for whatever reasons, that it raised concerns that the programme was being exploited to a terrible degree? 

Associate Spokesman:  I am not aware of specific concerns that were raised, but the way the programme was set up was very much out in the open.  The rules were known to everybody –- to all the members, obviously, of the 661 Committee which approved and set up the programme.  That’s the way it was designed.  So, there is really nothing more to add.

Question:  But presumably Benon Sevan’s office, as the executive director of the oil-for-food programme, and some other UN officials would have been aware that there is some special list out there.  Or were they not ware of the special list and...(interrupted)

Associate Spokesman:  We were not...  The way the programme was set up, again, the oil-for-food programme, the secretariat of the programme was not to be in direct contact with the suppliers.  It was done through the Permanent Missions.  So, a company from country X would sign a contract with the government of Iraq.  The Mission of that country, of country X would then forward the contract to the 661 Committee. But we were not mandated to have contact with the suppliers, with the contractors.

Question:  But presumably there would have been some moments in which UN officials would have realized, now that we’re all hearing about the abuses and overcharges and payoffs and things like that, they must have gleaned some of this going on and raised it, as UN officials raising the problem before Member States or something...(interrupted)

Associate Spokesman:  When we received information regarding kickbacks and surcharge, those were forwarded to the 661 Committee for action, whether it had to do with the surcharge on the oil contacts.  As far back as November 2000, the UN oil overseers flagged their concern to the Security Council, to the 661 Committee, and said ‘We think there is a problem here,’ and as a result, the Security Council’s committee took action and enacted the retroactive pricing.  So, when we were made aware of these instances of kickbacks, of improprieties, we did inform the Security Council.  But we were not mandated to police the contractors; it’s not the way the programme was set up by the Security Council members.

Question:  Just a question on the inception of the programme itself. You say the Security Council endorsed it, the whole thing.  But, in designing a system in which Saddam Hussein would be in charge of deciding who would supply the goods, who came up with that concept?  Where did that come from?  Who allowed the designer to shape it up the way it did?  We’re going before the endorsement.  Where did it all...(inaudible) 

Associate Spokesman:  I think as far back as immediately following the first Gulf war there was a willingness on the part of the international community, the Security Council to alleviate the humanitarian situation in Iraq and allowing them to sell oil and use the proceeds to buy those goods.  But...(interrupted)

Question:  But did Saddam direct the decision-making, in who he does business with?  Where did that idea come from?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know whose original idea that was.  But the point remains that we had to deal with the then government of Iraq; Saddam Hussein’s government, as a sovereign government. And everyone had to.  That was a fact.  Obviously implementing a humanitarian programme, in dealing with such a government, was a tremendous challenge.  But there was no other government to deal with.  And the programme had to be built, was built in a way that you had to deal with what was then the sovereign government of Iraq.

Question:  Do you know if recommendations made at the time to try to figure out a way to circumvent Saddam though, in the decision making of that?  Even though Iraq, okay, it’s a country and it’s got its leadership, but it had come through an illegal occupation, and it had been you know, there were sanctions imposed on the country.  Were there other proposals floated out there so that some other mechanism would be functioning that would avoid some sort of special treatment of certain businesses and companies?

Associate Spokesman:  You’re asking me to look back at history, way back. I am happy to look into that for you, but there was no way to get around dealing with the sovereign government.  But you could look in the northern area, in the northern governorate, in the Kurdish areas where the central government in Baghdad did not have effective authority, the UN implemented the oil-for-food programme itself, the humanitarian component.  But, in the areas where the central government of Iraq at the time, Saddam’s government, had effective control, the UN and the Security Council dealt with the sovereign government that had control on the ground.

Question:  Some argue that because the UN officials were aware of the corruption out there, and didn’t do anything to combat it, although you say...(interrupted)

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t agree with that premise but...(interrupted).

Question:  Right.  But some do argue.  Why don’t you agree with that premise?

Associate Spokesman:  Again, the way the programme was set up, the oil-for-food programme was given very specific mandates of what it could and it could not do.  It was not given the authority to investigate and police companies that Saddam did business with. The national authorities of these companies which forwarded the contracts to us could have and had the authority to vet those companies.  We received the contracts through Permanent Missions.  What was the second part of your question?  I am sorry I am going off...

Question:  Why wouldn’t the UN officials be guilty by association for not at least...(crosstalk)

Associate Spokesman:  They are not guilty...(crosstalk).  Again, I don’t agree with your premise that they were guilty by association, because they had to work with a sovereign government in place.  When instances of kickbacks and surcharges came to our attention, were brought to our attention, we forwarded, as mandated by the rules, we gave that information to the Council for action.  We were not given a policing mandate.  The Security Council chose not to give the UN Secretariat a policing mandate.  We worked with the mandate that we had.

Question: Just one other question.  Volcker, when he started his, when he was appointed to lead the investigation into the corruption allegations, that was back in March and I believe we’ve passed the three-month period in which he said he would give us a briefing on where things stand and all that.  Do you have any sense of when he’s going to...(Interrupted).

Associate Spokesman:  No.  I think you need to ask him.  Obviously it took a little bit of time to get his staff together.  But I think you should ask him when he plans to talk to you.  Yes?

Question:  Steph, on the SG’s Special Representative to Iraq, there are two names...(interrupted)

Associate Spokesman:  No announcement.  

Question:  But there are...(interrupted).

Associate Spokesman:  I have no announcement on that.  There are names floating around every where.  Once one name emerges we will announce it.  But until then, I really have no... Sorry, I didn’t mean to cut you off.  But go ahead?

Question:  Can you tell us when the SG will announce his Special Representative to Iraq?

Associate Spokesman:  Shortly.

Question:  There are names floating around.

Associate Spokesman:  Shortly.  I know. Shortly.

Question:  Okay.

Associate Spokesman:  Though I am stretching the definition of that word.  (Laughter).  Yes?

Question:  Has the Secretary-General’s position changed at all with the recent hostage-taking, I think two Bulgarians and a Filipino who is about to be executed any time now?

Associate Spokesman:  From this podium we have condemned all these acts of violence in the strongest possible terms.   And unfortunately, as I see, there are more and more cases and we do condemn those and any act that gets in the way of peaceful return to stability in Iraq.

Question:  Is the UN in any way, as a follow up, able to try to bring some of these groups to a table; not to negotiate but to try to resolve this meaningless killing?

Associate Spokesman:  As far as I am aware, we’ve not been contacted by the Iraqi national authorities in order to help them in that sense.

Any more questions? 

Thank you.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��Enter Stage Right – Kyoto twin moving through Congress�
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