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Bamboo extinction warning
May 11, 2004 - 4:41PM

Deforestation is endangering about a third of the world's 1200 bamboo species and threatening rare animals such as giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend on the plants for food and protection.

A joint report released today by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) warned that it would also harm a $US2 billion ($A2.86 billion) a year bamboo industry and the millions of people who use the plants for food, housing, furniture and handicrafts.

"There are about 1200 species of bamboo in the world and we think about a third of those may be threatened by the reduction of forest habitat within their ranges," Valerie Kapos, co-author of the study and ecologist at the UNEP World Monitoring Centre in Cambridge, eastern England, told Reuters.

The report called Bamboo Diversity is the most comprehensive analysis to date of the impact of deforestation on bamboo species.

"It is the first time anyone has done this systematic assessment where they have worked all the way through a group of species and worked specifically at distribution and remaining habitat," Kapos said.

The fates of Asia's giant pandas, which eat only bamboo, Africa's mountain gorillas, Madagascar's golden lemurs and the mountain tapir in South America as well as other animal and bird species are linked to bamboo.

"All over the world there are animals that are very, very closely connected with bamboo," said Kapos. "The mountain gorilla in Africa, at some times of the year, get between 70-90 percent of their diet from bamboo shoots."

Bamboo, which is a giant, woody grass, is called the "wood of the poor" in India and the "friend of the people" in China because of its diverse use in everything from food and cooking to furniture, paper, musical instruments, boats and houses.

A single bamboo clump can produce up to 15km of usable pole in its lifetime, according to INBAR.

Kapos, who described the report as a global wake-up call, used existing knowledge about the range of bamboo species and combined it with current forest distribution to determine the impact of deforestation on bamboo species.

She and her colleagues identified 250 woody bamboo species that have less than 2000 sq km of forest remaining within their growing range. It also pinpointed areas of high concentrations of bamboo in southern China, Madagascar and parts of the southeast Amazon and Atlantic forest of Brazil.

"Now we need to look much more closely at the dynamics of what is going on. We need to look more closely at the processes that are threatening the species, determine which species are the most threatened and take conservation action in the areas where those species are concentrated," Kapos said.

UN Report: Half of Bamboo Species Face Extinction
VOA News
11 May 2004, 11:21 UTC
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A new United Nations report finds that as much as one-half of the world's 1,200 species of bamboo are in danger of extinction.
The U.N., in a report released Tuesday, says deforestation is robbing many bamboo species of their native habitat. It found that 250 of the most vulnerable species of bamboo have less than 2,000 square kilometers to live on.

The report notes that many "extraordinary and vulnerable" species of wildlife would be in peril in the event of bamboo extinction, including giant pandas, Himalayan black bears and mountain tapirs.

The U.N. says some 2.5 billion people rely on bamboo for trade and subsistence, and that exports of bamboo worldwide are worth nearly three billion dollars. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Xinhuanet

Urgent action needed to protect wild bamboo in world: UNEP
    NAIROBI, May 11 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) on Tuesday called on countries worldwide to take urgent action to protect wild bamboo. 

    A new study estimates that as many as half of the world's 1200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result ofmassive forest destruction, the Nairobi-based UNEP said in a pressrelease. 

    UNEP said that according to the study, produced by International Network for Bamboo and Rattan and UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Center, millions of people use wild bamboofor construction, handicrafts and food, and international trade inbamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than 2 billion US dollars annually. 

    The study shows that many bamboo species, including relatives of those cultivated commercially, have tiny amounts of forest remaining within their native ranges, "some 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2000 square km of forest (an area the size of London) remaining within their ranges." 

    Consequently, many extraordinary and vulnerable species such aslemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter face an even-greater struggle for survival. 

    Therefore, urgent action is needed to protect one of the world's most ancient life forms and the species that depend on it, UNEP said. 

    Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP, was quoted as saying by the release that "bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo. Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have beenlargely ignored with many species taken for granted. This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species." 

    "Governments at the World Summit on Sustainable Development twoyears ago agreed to reduce the rate of loss of biodiversity. This new report makes it clear that conserving bamboo, for the sake of people and for the sake of wildlife, should have a high priority in this global effort," he said. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The New Zealand Herald

Wednesday 12 May


The giant panda is just one of many rare species that depend on bamboo. Picture / Reuters 
 
Life-giving bamboo stocks under threat 

12.05.2004 - By MICHAEL McCARTHY 

Bad news for the giant panda - many types of bamboo, the bear's staple food and one of the world's most important plant families, are in trouble because of massive deforestation, a study reports. 

As many as half of the 1200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction because of the continuing destruction of their forest habitat, says the report. 

As a result, large numbers of unusual and vulnerable animals that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter - not only pandas, but a range of species from lemurs and mountain gorillas to the world's smallest bat - face an even greater struggle for survival. 

The study, produced by the UN's World Conservation Monitoring Centre and Inbar (the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan), is the most comprehensive ever done on the subject, and uses novel analyses to combine data on the distribution of bamboo species and on existing forest cover. 

It shows that many bamboos, including relatives of those cultivated commercially, have tiny amounts of forest remaining within their native ranges. Some 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2000sq km of forest remaining within their ranges. 

Bamboos are essentially giant woody grasses. Their extraordinary life cycle - individuals of each species flower once simultaneously every 20 to 100 years and then die - make them especially vulnerable to rapid deforestation that is restricting the areas in which they can survive. 

They not only provide habitats for large numbers of other species, but are used for an enormous range of human purposes, from construction and handicrafts to food. International trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than $2 billion a year. 

"Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, the monitoring centre's parent body. 

"Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored, with many species taken for granted. 

"This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species." 

Inbar director-general Ian Hunter said the survival of many potentially important bamboo species "may be threatened as they grow in forests that are shrinking under human pressure". 

The commercial potential of many wild species of bamboo has yet to be evaluated, but among the products derived from it are edible bamboo shoots, furniture and paper. 

Millions of people depend on wild bamboos for food, construction material, furniture and even musical instruments. Uses range from acupuncture needles to zithers, from flooring to firewood and paper to posts. 

The report identifies unique and endangered species whose fate is intimately linked with bamboo. In Asia, these include the giant and red pandas and Himalayan black bear. At least 15 species of bird live almost exclusively in bamboo. 

In Africa, mountain gorillas depend on bamboo for up to 90 per cent of their diet in some seasons. The survival in the wild of the mountain bongo, a large antelope, depends on conserving the bamboo thickets to which it migrates during the dry season. 

In Madagascar, the endangered greater and golden bamboo lemurs and the world's rarest tortoise, the ploughshare, are also intimately connected with bamboos. 

In South America, the spectacled bear, the mountain tapir and many endangered bird species rely on bamboo. 
__________________________________________________________________________

The Times (London)
May 11, 2004, Tuesday

Bamboo threat

Half the world's woody bamboo species are under threat of extinction as a result of forest destruction, a new report says. Without urgent action to halt the £1.3 billion a year trade, the loss of bamboo will also remove vital habitats for a number of vulnerable wild animals, the UN Environment Programme said. __________________________________________________________________________

ABC News Online

Bamboo extinction could devastate some species: UN
A new report has found almost half of the world's 1,200 wild bamboo species may be in danger of extinction through deforestation.

The United Nations Environment Program says that of those, about 250 are characterised as "extremely vulnerable".

One of the researchers, Val Kapos, says the effect could be devastating on not only the giant panda but on a number of endangered animal species.

"There are red pandas that are related but you see much less," he said. 

"There are limas in Madagascar which are dependent on bamboo, mountain gorillas are dependent on bamboo for part of the year. 

"There are frogs, beetles, birds, bats that all are very, very closely tied up with bamboo in the wild."Reuters/BBC

__________________________________________________________________________

Planet Ark

Loss of Bamboo Threatens Rare Animal Species 
LONDON - Deforestation is endangering about a third of the world's 1,200 bamboo species and threatening rare animals such as giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend on the plants for food and protection. 

A joint report released on Tuesday by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) warned that it would also harm a $2 billion a year bamboo industry and the millions of people who use the plants for food, housing, furniture and handicrafts. 

"There are about 1,200 species of bamboo in the world and we think about a third of those may be threatened by the reduction of forest habitat within their ranges," Valerie Kapos, co-author of the study and ecologist at the UNEP World Monitoring Center in Cambridge, eastern England, told Reuters. 

The report entitled "Bamboo Diversity" is the most comprehensive analysis to date of the impact of deforestation on bamboo species. 

"It is the first time anyone has done this systematic assessment where they have worked all the way through a group of species and worked specifically at distribution and remaining habitat," Kapos explained. 

The fates of Asia's giant pandas, which eat only bamboo, Africa's mountain gorillas, Madagascar's golden lemurs and the mountain tapir in South America as well as other animal and bird species are linked to bamboo. 

"All over the world there are animals that are very, very closely connected with bamboo," said Kapos. "The mountain gorilla in Africa, at some times of the year, get between 70-90 percent of their diet from bamboo shoots." 

Bamboo, which is a giant, woody grass, is called the "wood of the poor" in India and the "friend of the people" in China because of its diverse use in everything from food and cooking to furniture, paper, musical instruments, boats and houses. 

A single bamboo clump can produce up to 9 miles of usable pole in its lifetime, according to INBAR. 

Kapos, who described the report as a global wake-up call, used existing knowledge about the range of bamboo species and combined it with current forest distribution to determine the impact of deforestation on bamboo species. 

She and her colleagues identified 250 woody bamboo species that have less than 2,000 square km of forest remaining within their growing range. It also pinpointed areas of high concentrations of bamboo in southern China, Madagascar and parts of the southeast Amazon and Atlantic forest of Brazil. 

"Now we need to look much more closely at the dynamics of what is going on. We need to look more closely at the processes that are threatening the species, determine which species are the most threatened and take conservation action in the areas where those species are concentrated," Kapos added. 

Story by Patricia Reaney 

Story Date: 12/5/2004 
United Press International

May 11, 2004 Tuesday

 Report: 400 bamboo species at risk

DATELINE: NEW YORK, May 11 (UPI)

BODY:
A new U.N. report says the future of one-third of the world's bamboo species is at risk, threatening survival of such animals as pandas and mountain gorillas. 

The report was released by the United Nation's Environment Program and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan.

The report blames deforestation and says one-third of the world's 1,200 species of bamboo are endangered.

Humans are among the species impacted by the loss of bamboo, which is material used by an industry worth about $2 billion annually. Bamboo and rattan are used by millions of people for food, housing furniture and handicrafts. Giant pandas and mountain gorillas, both among the world's rarest mammals, use bamboos for food and shelter.

LOAD-DATE: May 12, 2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

News24

Bamboo Loss a Threat to Animals

Cape Town - More than half of the world's 1 200 species of bamboo are in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction, according to a report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) on Tuesday. 
The Nairobi-based organisation says this is bad news for several African animals, including eastern mountain gorillas and several types of lemur in Madagascar. 

Unep says urgent action is needed to protect bamboo - one of the world's most ancient life forms - and the species that depend on it. 

The director of Unep's World Conservation Monitoring Centre, Mark Collins, says the researchers who compiled the report used unique mapping techniques to identify, for the first time, the world-wide distribution of bamboo. 

"Woody bamboos are important world-wide. Many people will be surprised to learn they are found not only in Asia, but also in the forests of the Amazon and the Andes, and even in African cloud forests. 

"They are associated with... many highly-specialised animal species, including the bamboo lemurs of Madagascar, giant pandas, mountain gorillas, and tiny species such as the world's second smallest bat, which roosts inside bamboo stems." 

According to the Unep report, bamboo shoots make up 90% of the diet of Africa's eastern mountain gorillas during some months of the year. 

"The endangered eastern or mountain bongo - a large forest antelope of the Aberdare Mountains in Kenya - migrates to spend the dry season in the dense bamboo thickets on the (range's) upper slopes. 

"The survival in the wild of the mountain bongo depends partly on the conservation of bamboo forests," the report says. 

In Madagascar, three species of lemur - the grey, the greater, and the golden bamboo lemurs - are critically endangered as a result of loss of bamboo forest. 

So too is the country's ploughshare tortoise - the world's rarest species of tortoise - which lives in the drier western parts of the island. 

The report says millions of people around the world use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food. 

"International trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than $2bn annually." 

In a media statement marking the release of the report, Unep executive director Klaus Toepfer said bamboos were among the oldest and most fascinating life forms, with high economic and conservation value. 

"Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored, with many species taken for granted. 

"This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species," he said. 

There is one species of bamboo in Africa, and ten endemic species on Madagascar. 

Kerala News (India)

Urgent steps needed to protect bamboo: UNEP

Nairobi, May 11 (IANS) :

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Tuesday called on countries worldwide to take urgent measures to save wild bamboo from extinction, Xinhua reports.

As many as half of the world's 1,200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result of the massive destruction of forests, the Nairobi-based UNEP said. 

Citing a study by International Network for Bamboo and Rattan and UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre, it said: "Some 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2000 square km of forest (an area the size of London) remaining within their ranges."

Consequently, many extraordinary and vulnerable animals such as lemurs, giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter are also facing threat of extinction.

Millions of people use wild bamboo for construction, handicrafts and food. The international trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth over $2 billion annually.

The study shows that many bamboo species, including relatives of those cultivated commercially, have small area of forest remaining within their native habitat.

Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP, said: "Bamboos are some of the oldest and most fascinating life forms on earth with high economic and conservation value. 

"Many curious and unique species depend on bamboo. Trade in these plants is worth as much as bananas or American beef. Yet until now, their status and condition have been largely ignored with many species taken for granted," he said.

"Governments at the World Summit on Sustainable Development two years ago agreed to reduce the rate of loss of biodiversity. This new report makes it clear that conserving bamboo, for the sake of people and for the sake of wildlife, should have a high priority in this global effort," Topfer added. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Cartographie des bambous menacés  



[image: image6.jpg]



Bambous en Amérique du Sud. (INBAR)
  
Victimes de la déforestation, près de la moitié des 1.200 espèces de bambous poussant à travers le monde sont menacées d’extinction, d’après un rapport rendu public par le Programme des nations unies pour l’environnement (PNUE/UNEP). La disparition de forêts de bambous met en danger des espèces animales déjà fragiles et risque de poser un sérieux problème aux hommes qui utilisent ces arbres pour la construction ou la nourriture.

Des chercheurs du PNUE et du Réseau international pour le bambou (INBAR) ont compilé des centaines de données pour établir des cartes précises des forêts de bambou d’Asie, d’Afrique et d’Amérique du Sud. Certaines espèces disposent de moins de 20.000 km2 d’habitat naturel. Les plus menacées n’ont plus que 2.000 km2 pour vivre. Le rapport identifie 250 espèces dans ce cas-là.

Les pandas, les lémuriens de Madagascar, le tapir des Andes ainsi que beaucoup d’oiseaux d’Amérique du Sud ont besoin des forêts de bambous pour vivre. Le panda géant de Chine consomme pas moins de 38 kg de bambou par jour. Depuis 1974, il a vu ses forêts diminuer de plus de moitié. En Afrique de l’Est, le gorille des montagnes se nourrit presque exclusivement de cette plante graminée de juin à novembre. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Xinhuanet

Une action urgente nécessaire pour protéger les bambous sauvages dans le monde (PNUE)   
NAIROBI, 11 mai (XINHUANET) -- Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) a appelé mardi les pays à prendre une action urgente pour protéger les bambous sauvages. 

Une nouvelle étude estime en effet que la moitié des 1 200 variétés de bambous du monde pourraient être menacées d'extinction suite à la destruction massive de forêts, a indiqué dans un communiqué le PNUE basé à Nairobi. 

Selon cette étude, des millions de personnes utilisent le bambou dans la construction, l'artisanat, ainsi qu'en cuisine. Le commerce international des produits dérivés du bambou provenant principalement de plantations s'élève à plus de 2 milliards de dollars par an. Fin 
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PNUMA advierte riesgos ecológicos por extinción de especies de bambú 
Cerca de la mitad de las 1.200 especies de bambú que existen podrían extinguirse a causa de la deforestación y esto podría crear un desequilibrio ecológico que pondría en peligro a animales vulnerables como los pandas, gorilas y lemures, advirtió hoy el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 

El bambú es una de las formas de vida más antiguas y millones de personas lo utilizan para la construcción, la alimentación y la producción de objetos artesanales, pero para algunas especies animales significa representa todo su alimento y refugio, señaló el PNUMA en un informe sobre tema. 

En este sentido, Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del PNUMA, sostuvo que es vital que la comunidad internacional se interese en la protección de esta planta. 

El comercio internacional de productos de bambú –provenientes básicamente de fuentes cultivadas- se calcula en 2.000 millones de dólares anuales, cifra equivalente al comercio de banano o carne de res en Estados Unidos. 

El ciclo de vida del bambú –florea cada 20 a 100 años y luego muere- lo hace especialmente vulnerable a la deforestación acelerada que se registra en las áreas en las que la planta puede sobrevivir. 
________________________________________________________________________________________  The Guardian

Monsanto abandons worldwide GM wheat project 

Paul Brown, environment correspondent
Tuesday May 11, 2004
The Guardian 

Monsanto has abandoned plans to introduce GM wheat on to the world market despite spending seven years and hundreds of millions of dollars developing the crop. 

The decision, announced yesterday, is a major fillip for the anti-GM lobby and follows pressure from US and Canadian farmers who feared the introduction of GM wheat would lead to the collapse of their billion-dollar markets in Europe and Japan. 

Monsanto, the world's biggest seller of GM seeds, had looked to the development and introduction of GM wheat to fulfil a dream of dominating the world's bread market. 

The company had proved that GM wheat increased yields by 5% to 15% but consumer resistance to the idea of eating GM bread - particularly in Europe - meant the biggest part of the US export market would disappear overnight. 

In yesterday's statement, Monsanto acknowledged that there was not a sufficient market to make the introduction of its GM wheat worthwhile and said it was concentrating on corn (maize or sweetcorn), cotton and oilseeds such as rape, where it already has a large seed market. 

Carl Casale, the executive vice-president of Monsanto, said: "As a result of our portfolio review and dialogue with wheat industry leaders, we recognise the business opportunities with wheat are less attractive relative to Monsanto's other commercial priorities." 

Sue Mayer from Genewatch, a GM pressure group, said: "This is amazing, extraordinary; the company has been bullish about this great new flagship product and insisting it would be marketed across the world. This is a huge step down. They must have feared a terrible backlash from farmers who would have boycotted their other products." 

Although wheat is only one of the world's staple food crops, it is the most valuable for a seed seller because it is grown in the richest regions of the world, Europe and America, where profit margins are the greatest. 

But after the boycott of GM maize and soya in Europe, wheat farmers have feared that they would also lose markets. 

For the past 10 years the EU and Japan have bought about 45% of the wheat that the US exports. About half of the 5.5m tonnes of US wheat exports in 1999-2000 went to these two markets, according to the US department of agriculture. 

Most of the wheat for bread in Europe comes from North America, because most European grain is not of high enough quality to make bread. 

There has been resistance from US growers for some time to the introduction of GM wheat because of fears that cross-pollination or mixing in stores would render it unsaleable. 

North Dakota failed in an attempt to introduce legislation to prevent its introduction in 2001. But the attempt exposed the level of concern among European importers about GM wheat. 

"To date, we have been able to say to our customers that GM wheat has not yet been brought to the market. This now needs to be backed up with preventative actions. 

"You should treat this issue with the utmost gravity and priority, given that the alarm generated by even the perception that spring wheat may contain GM traits could be enough to jeopardise the entire export programme to the EU." 

Fearing a massive disruption in supplies and a consumer boycott of bread if the US did introduce GM wheat, millers have been seeking alternative wheat supplies from Australia and eastern Europe. 

Pete Riley, the GM campaigner for Friends of the Earth, said: "This is a worldwide victory for consumers and farmers." 

But Monsanto made it clear it had not abandoned its dream of GM wheat forever. 

With the US World Trade Organisation case against the EU over GM still proceeding, Monsanto is hoping that an EU boycott of GM can be declared illegal. In the long term the company hopes "it could work with regulators" to open doors for GM wheat. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Environmentalists Rejoice at Monsanto GM Decision
Tue May 11, 2004 12:53 PM ET 

By Jeremy Lovell 

LONDON (Reuters) - Environmentalists claimed a victory and the death knell for genetically modified crops on Tuesday as U.S. chemical giant Monsanto declared it was giving up on the GM wheat it had hoped would smash consumer resistance. 

"This is the end of GM. It is the final nail in the coffin. I am sure the companies will come back with more proposals in the future but basically the damage is done," Tony Juniper, director of green lobby group Friends of the Earth said. 

"I am sure a combination of exporters, farmers and consumers has finally got the message back to Monsanto that they can't spin this past the people who can see the truth of what is behind these products," he told Reuters. 

Monsanto said Monday it had suspended plans to introduce the world's first biotech wheat, bowing to a storm of protest. Other genetically modified crops were mainly fed to livestock, while Monsanto's wheat was aimed directly at the consumer. 

Environmentalists and consumer groups across the world have campaigned against the introduction of so-called Frankenstein crops, saying they spelled death to the countryside and were unproven on human health. 

Farmers groups, realizing the rising, resistance have tended to sit on the fence, exporters have campaigned quietly in favor and the chemical industry has championed the technology it has trumpeted as the shape of the future. 

"This is great news for the environment, for farmers and consumers," Greenpeace GM expert Ben Ayliffe told Reuters. 

"Monsanto spent a great deal of time and money trying to push this stuff on farmers and consumers, but despite their best efforts -- even in countries that have historically been very pro-GM -- they have managed to fail. 

"This is certainly a significant setback for GM. It is fantastic news because this was Monsanto's big flagship product. It was the product that they thought was going to finally break the consumer rejection of GM," he added. 

A spokeswoman for the British Consumers' Association declined to comment on the specific decision but said consumers felt more testing was needed before GM crops became the norm. 

"We feel that more work needs to be done before GM is introduced. We believe that consumers are the least likely to benefit from GM, while those with the technology will gain most," she told Reuters. 

Juniper and Ayliffe both said there was rising resistance to GM crops around the world -- from consumers who didn't want to eat them, to farmers who therefore couldn't see a market. 

"Monsanto has said it is going to push on with its staple crops of soybeans, cotton, oilseed rape and maize. But if you look at these, 99 percent of them are grown in four countries -- Argentina, Canada, China and the USA," Ayliffe said. 

"The markets are not expanding for GM crops. The consumer rejection is there... and I don't think it is going to go away fast," he added.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

Tough Non-Road Diesel Rule Cuts Sulfur 99 Percent 
By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, May 11, 2004 (ENS) - Tractors, crawlers, skidders, loaders, backhoes, excavators, snowplows - U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Leavitt today finalized a rule to cut more than 90 percent of harmful emissions from the diesel engines used in these agricultural and industrial pieces of equipment that do not travel on public highways. 

The announcement of the final non-road diesel rule earned the Bush administration rare praise from environmentalists and public health advocates. 

"It is remarkable that these strong rules come from the same administration that has otherwise turned back the clock on 30 years of environmental progress," said U.S. Public Interest Research Group Clean Air Advocate Emily Figdor. "It is great to see science win out over the special interests for a change." 
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Logging skidders like this one will run on 99 percent sulfur free diesel fuel (Photo courtesy EPA)
The new regulation will remove 99 percent of the sulfur in the diesel fuel used by these engines by 2012 and forces the industry to use cleaner engines by 2014. 

The rule is similar to regulations set by the Clinton administration and currently being implemented for diesel engines that power on-road vehicles. 

Non-road diesel engines are a major contributor to the nation's air pollution, spewing out large amounts of particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen oxides. These pollutants cause respiratory illness and are linked to thousands of premature deaths each year. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) says the cost of cleaner diesel fuel and tighter emissions controls are outweighed by the benefits to public health and the environment by a ratio of 40 to one. 

The new rule cuts the sulfur content in non-road diesel fuel from the current average of 3,400 parts per million (ppm) to 500 ppm in 2007 - the same standard as current highway diesel fuel. 

The rule calls for this standard to be further tightened to 15 ppm by 2010, but gives diesel trains, boats and ships until 2012 to meet the final standard. 

The decision to give those sectors an additional two years drew some criticism from environmentalists otherwise pleased with the final rule. 

"With an opportunity to score a slam dunk, at the last minute the Bush administration committed an unnecessary foul," said Frank O'Donnell of the Clean Air Trust. "There was literally no reason to postpone that cleanup other than to appease campaign contributors from the oil industry." 

The power of diesel engines has helped make the fuel a mainstay for the construction industry, but non-road diesel engines have not been subject to clean air standards. (Photo courtesy EPA)
Industry arguments that cleaning up the fuel for those sectors on the timetable set for the rest of the non-road diesel industry would be too expensive appear "pretty hollow in light of recent reports of very healthy oil company profits," O'Donnell said. 

Diesel locomotive and marine engines are a major source of pollution - the EPA says they comprise more than 25 percent of fine particle soot from all non-road diesel engines. 

The availability and use of cleaner fuel will enable the second component of the EPA's plan, which is the requirement that new engines meet tighter emissions standards for nitrogen oxides and particulate matter by 2014. 

The new standards will cut these emissions, which form smog and soot, by more than 90 percent. 

The cleaner non-road engine standards do not cover the marine and train sectors - today the EPA will announce a rulemaking process to set those standards. 

The EPA estimates that by all non-road diesel engines in use will meet the new standards by 2030 and predicts major health benefits. 

Versatile earth moving loaders like this one will run on reduced sulfur fuel. (Photo courtesy EPA)
By 2030, controlling non-road diesel emissions would annually prevent 12,000 premature deaths, 8,900 hospitalizations, and one million lost work days, according to the agency. 

"This rule will help protect seniors, children and people with lung diseases including asthma, who are the most vulnerable to the harm from air pollution," said John Kirkwood, president and CEO of the American Lung Association. 

"According to the American Lung Association 'State of the Air: 2004' report, more the one in four Americans live in areas with unhealthy levels of particle pollution. Exposure to particle pollution leads to premature death. The clean up of non-road diesel is necessary to protect public health." 

The non-road rule will not be easy for the industry to implement, but it is "firmly committed to continuous progress and a cleaner environment," said Allen Schaeffer, president of The Diesel Technology Forum, an industry group that represents manufacturers of engines, fuel and emissions control systems. 

EPA officials say they worked closely with industry groups to mitigate the economic impact of the rule. 

According to industry figures there are more than six million pieces of equipment powered by nonroad diesel engines and some 650,000 new pieces are sold each year.
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UN in the news

Mauritius seeks delay of island nations meeting 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Authorities in Mauritius have asked the UN to postpone the scheduled 30 August to 3 September international conference of small island nations to mid-January 2005 due to delay in construction at the venue of the meeting. An official in the Prime Minister's office said on Tuesday that there was delay in construction on the International Conference Centre in Pailles, near Port Louis, venue of the meeting. The official blamed the delay on bad weather conditions prevailing on the island since the beginning of the year. "The conference centre will not reach completion in mid- September. Therefore, the conference of small island nations can only be organized in mid-January," the official said the cabinet decided on Monday. Therefore, the Mauritian government has instructed its ambassador in New York, Jagdish Koonjul, to raise the issue with the UN officials.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042007&dte=11/05/2004
General environment news

Floods Death Toll Now 50 As Three Drown

The Nation (Nairobi): Three people drowned in Western Province yesterday, two of them at Kipkaren in Lugari District and the other in River Nzoia in Bungoma. This brought to 50 the number of people killed in floods since last month. Central Province had the largest number, with 15 deaths, and Rift Valley with 11. Nyanza has seven, Nairobi six, Eastern five and Coast two. The worst hit areas are Nyando, Rachuonyo and Migori in Nyanza and Nyeri, Thika and Murang'a in Central.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405110008.html
GGFR sets standard to reduce gas flaring 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - At the second International Gas Flaring Reduction Conference holding 10 and 11 May in Algiers, the Global Gas Flaring Reduction Public-Private Partnership (GGFR) unveiled the Global Gas Venting and Flaring Reduction Voluntary Standard, the International Financial Corporation (IFC) confirmed in a release Tuesday. The GGFR includes governments from oil-producing countries, state-owned oil companies, international oil companies and the World Bank Group. According to the release, the global level of venting and flaring is estimated at more than 100 billion cubic meters per year - comparable to the combined annual gas consumption of Germany and France - and has stayed constant over the past 20 years. said more than 80 percent of global venting and flaring occurs in fewer than 15 countries, often from oil and associated gas production in remote areas that lack access either to nearby gas markets, or infrastructure to transport and distribute the gas to other markets. Implementation of the Standard aims to cut venting and flaring significantly within 5-10 years in the GGFR partnership, which accounts for some 40 percent of global flaring, the release indicated. It said further reductions might be achieved if additional countries, companies and institutions endorse and implement the Standard. The World Bank estimates that flaring in Africa alone could produce 200 Terawatt hours (TWh) of electricity, about 50 percent of the continent's current power consumption and more than twice the level of power consumption in Sub-Saharan Africa  (excluding South Africa).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042089&dte=11/05/2004
Kenyan firm to recycle cellular phones, accessories 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Safaricom, Kenya's leading cellular phone service provider, Tuesday launched a mobile phone handsets and accessories recycling campaign as an environmental friendly action by the company. Safaricom will carry out the exercise in conjunction with Shields Environmental, a UK-based handset recycling and disposal firm. The Phone Company said it plans to spend over 60 million shillings to implement its environmental policy and support other environment preservation and conservation initiatives. "The aim of the Safaricom Recycle Mobiles campaign is to ensure that unused phones and their accessories are disposed off properly, and that consumers are educated about all matters relating to conservation and the environment," Safaricom CEO Michael Joseph said at the launch. He noted that some mobile phone accessories were "highly toxic and dangerous if improperly disposed", promoting the firm to undertake the recycling campaign. With more than 2.5 million mobile phone subscribers in Kenya, market analysts estimate that more than 5.5 million mobile handsets have been sold in Kenya since 2001. Collected handsets and accessories would be sorted out in the UK to identify those to recycled for reuse, while the remaining parts would disposed of in an environmentally friendly way, Joseph said. He added that Safaricom would be making a cash donation to support a charitable environmental-based cause for every ton of phones and accessories shipped to the UK for recycling.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042039&dte=11/05/2004
Gabon implements parks development plan 

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - In a move to adequately develop the 13 national parks in Gabon, authorities have demarcated the entire surface area of their parks into zones exclusively reserved for research and those accessible to tourists. Experts of the US Forest Service, the National Parks Council and park rangers recently appointed by the government and NGOs dealing with environmental issues devised the plan. The parks of Loango (southeast) and Lope (centre) will serve as an experimental zone according to the plan. In August 2002, President Omar Bongo Ondimba decided to transform over 10 percent of the Gabonese territory into natural reserves. Subsequently, some 13 national parks were created throughout. These parks, which are part of the Congo basin forests, are rich in rare fauna and flora species.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng041991&dte=11/05/2004
Masaka Apes Face Extinction

New Vision (Kampala): THE clearing of Wabitembe and Kitasi forest reserves in Masaka is threatening the lives of an estimated 100 primates, including the rare engeye (white and black colobus monkeys) in the district. Robert Kityo, a Makerere university Zoology lecturer described the engeye as a rare species in Buganda. "This is a rare race of colubus monkey, which should not be killed," Kityo said adding that the Sango bay, which stretches from Lake Nabugabo to northern Tanzania teems with the species. According to sources, some local farmers apparently hunt down the monkeys on grounds that they are vermins. Some of the monkeys have sought refuge in the forest patches along the shores of Lake Victoria from where they frequently mount raids on people's food crops ostensibly because of their shrinking habitat. The head of the Uganda Wildlife Authority condemned the act as illegal and destructive. He said UWA would explore ways of protecting the monkeys and their habitat.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405110260.html
Lasepa Eyes N3bn Penalties From Environmental Polluters

This Day (Lagos): Operators in the nation's manufacturing industry, who are yet to imbibe the tenets of environmental protection, particularly those in Lagos, are in for the hard time. Lagos State Environmental Protection (LASEPA) has resolved to enforce compliance with laid down rules on storage tanks' safety, with a view to earning between N2 and N3 billion annually. Speaking on LASEPA's new focus, its general manager said this would form part of strategies in strengthening and refocusing the Agency to tackle the numerous problems it has in its operations. There would be an "aggressive approach in the compliance of the downstream sector of the oil and manufacturing industries through regulation of the underground and surface storage tanks." Plans are also underway to synergies the Agency's eight laboratories through massive stock of relevant compliance/regulatory equipment and reagents (chemicals) with resultant revenue generation of between N8 and N9 million monthly.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405100437.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Report says bamboo not springing back – One-third of species hit by deforestation
Bangkok Post, May 12, 2004 (Patricia Reaney, London, Reuters) – Deforestation is endangering about a third of the world’s 1,200 bamboo species and threatening rare animals such as giant pandas and mountain gorillas that depend on the plants for food and protection.

A joint report yesterday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) warned that it would also harm a $2 billion a year bamboo industry and the millions of people who use the plants for food, housing, furniture and handicrafts.

Life-giving bamboo stocks under threat
The New Zealand Herald, May 12, 2004 - http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3565777&thesection=news&thesubsection=world
Catastrophic Loss Of Wild Bamboo Threatens Pandas
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Wednesday, 12 May 2004 http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0405/S00118.htm

Bamboo extinction could devastate some species: UN
ABC Newsonline, May 12, 2004 - http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s1106299.htm 

World News > Urgent steps needed to protect bamboo: UNEP

New Kerala, India, Nairobi, May 11 (IANS) : 
http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&showcomments=1&id=16356

Urgent action needed to protect wild bamboo in world: UNEP
Xinhua, China, May 11, 2004 - http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-05/11/content_1463359.htm

Bamboo extinction warning
Sydney Morning Herald, Australia, May 11, 2004 - http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/05/11/1084041395726.html 

Demand to the United Nations Forum on Forests
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, 10 May 2004 - http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0405/S00092.htm 

bamboo forests under threat
Go Asia Pacific, May 12, 2004 - http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNA_1106305.htm 


General Environment News

Strong quake shakes China's northwest
Star Online, May 11, 2004 - BEIJING (AP) - A strong earthquake of magnitude 5.9 struck China's northwestern province of Qinghai on Tuesday, the government said, but no deaths or damage were immediately reported. http://thestaronline.com/news/story.asp?file=/2004/5/11/latest/17312Strongqua&sec=latest 

EVMs save tonnes of paper
NDTV.COM, Sunday, May 9, 2004 (New Delhi): - The green lobby can heave a sigh of relief, India is saving 8,000 metric tonnes of paper in the 14th Lok Sabha elections. 
The elections are the first anywhere in the world being fully conducted through electronic voting machines (EVMs). 

In 1996, the last time parliamentary polls were conducted only through ballot papers where 8000 tonnes of paper was used. The 1998 mid-term elections also saw the use of 7,700 tonnes of paper for printing of ballot papers, according to the Election Commission statistics
http://www.ndtv.com/template/template.asp?template=Polls2004&slug=EVMs+save+tonnes+of+paper&id=53663&callid=1&category=National&headline=EVMs~save~tonnes~of~paper 
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan ‘disturbed’ by latest cycle of deadly violence in Gaza

*
Recent violence in Kosovo shook UN mission ‘to its core’, Security Council told

*
In Iraq, Brahimi hears of ‘positive’ assessment by Ayatollah al-Sistani

*
UNICEF ‘profoundly disturbed’ by allegations of abuse of detained children in Iraq

*
Blast strikes another vehicle carrying electoral workers in Afghanistan – UN mission

*
Annan to make high-level contacts with Libya over Bulgarian nurses

*
Côte d’Ivoire human rights report to UN Security Council due Friday, UN says

*
UN’s Middle East envoy meets with Syrian President

*
UN relocating Sudanese refugees further into Chad but funding for move is slow

*
War crimes trials of three Sierra Leonean leaders to start 3 June

*
HIV/AIDS spread, iodine deficiency threaten young Ukrainians, UNICEF says

*
World at ‘critical moment’ in fight against HIV/AIDS – UN health agency

*
UNICEF ambassador urges countries to help Angola cope with HIV/AIDS

*
UN expert calls for end to ‘persecution’ of refugees escaping hunger in DPR of Korea

*
UN funding nutrition training in Ethiopia

*
African ministers to meet on trade issues later this month at UN forum

*
Catastrophic loss of wild bamboo threatens pandas, mountain gorillas – UN

* * * *

Middle East

11 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is deeply disturbed by the alarming violence in Gaza City that started today, which left several Palestinians, including civilians and children, and at least six Israeli soldiers dead, his spokesman said.

“The Secretary-General is particularly concerned by the heavy fighting in densely populated neighbourhoods, which is exposing more Palestinian civilians to death and injury,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement issued in New York.

“He urges both sides to desist from further violence and instead to heed the calls of the Quartet and the international community to resume negotiations to end the conflict,” the statement added.

* * *
Kosovo

11 May – Although the recent wave of violence shook the United Nations mission in Kosovo “to its foundations,” it aimed to root out and punish the perpetrators while remaining resolute in its task to help prepare the province for self-governance, the UN’s senior envoy in the province told the Security Council today.

In his first briefing to the Council since a spate of ethnically-motivated violence rocked the province in mid-March, Harri Holkeri, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative and head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), said that in the wake of this “serious setback,” the Mission was questioning whether its response had been adequate, and whether it had done enough to prevent it.

“The violence has forced us at UNMIK to take a long hard look at ourselves,” he said, recalling the incident in which 19 people were killed and nearly 1,000 injured over days of rioting. Hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites were razed or burned, and some 4,000 people were displaced in just two days.

The speed with which the unrest spread had overwhelmed the ability of the Kosovo international force (KFOR) and UNMIK security forces to respond, Mr. Holkeri said. The mission had no means to augment its security forces, and KFOR was not reinforced until after the violence ended. The Mission had since been reviewing operational procedures and coordination in responding to crisis, for which he had appointed a review board.

In the aftermath, UNMIK would do all it could to bring to justice all those who provoked or engaged in the violence, he said, noting that some 270 arrests already had been made. The priority now was to target investigations on the principal organizers, as well as on homicides and arson. Local prosecutors were handling over 130 cases directly related to the riots. Some 50 cases of a more serious nature had been entrusted to international prosecutors.

Meanwhile, violence had obviously had a very adverse effect on the overall returns process, and the current security environment in Kosovo was not conducive to the forcible return of members of minority communities to their homes, he said. Achieving any progress on returns, including the newly displaced, would require a substantial increase in the quality and quantity of protection provided by KFOR and the police.

Describing Kosovo as an “open wound for Serbs, Albanians and the entire international community,” Vuk Draskovic, Foreign Minister of Serbia and Montenegro, said that in the wake of the “mass violence against Serbs and the barbaric destruction of their cultural sites,” the Council had adopted a Presidential statement that had not adequately responded to the tragedy suffered by the Serbian people in the province. He called on the body to ensure a greater and more resolute respect for the UN Charter and strict compliance with Security Council resolution 1244, which gave UNMIK its original mandate.

Mr. Draskovic told the Council the international community should not think today in terms of final status since the rights of Serbs were being tragically violated in Kosovo, and such human suffering could not constitute the basis for any final status. Serbia and Montenegro called for the start of a sincere dialogue at all levels between ethnic Albanians and Serbs, directly or through the good offices of the international community.

* * *

Iraq

11 May – Continuing his consultations on the transition to sovereignty in Iraq, United Nations Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi today heard a positive assessment of his proposals from an associate of Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, a UN spokesman reported.

Mr. Brahimi met today in Baghdad with Abdel Aziz al-Hakim, the head of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, as well as his principal aide, Adel Abdel Mahdi, spokesman Fred Eckhard told the press in New York.

In discussions of Mr. Brahimi’s report to the Security Council and his proposals for the formation of a caretaker government, Ayatollah Hakim expressed appreciation for the UN official’s efforts. “He said he had passed the report on to Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, who was pleased with it and found it to be balanced and positive,” Mr. Eckhard reported.

Discussions also addressed various aspects of the 30 June transition, including the importance of the new government having the time to work out its relationship with the occupying power, the armed forces on the ground and the UN, according to Mr. Eckhard. “They also discussed ideas for the convening of a national conference,” he said.

Mr. Brahimi later met with a group of 15 newspaper editors representing the main Iraqi dailies. He then had a town hall meeting with over 50 Iraqi men and women, representing a wide spectrum of society, including representatives from business, academia and religious groups.

* * *

Iraq: human rights

11 May – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is profoundly disturbed by news reports alleging that children might have been among those abused in detention centres and prisons in Iraq, a spokesman said today.

“Although the news reports have not been independently substantiated, they are alarming nonetheless,” UNICEF spokesman Damien Personnaz told a news briefing in Geneva, adding that any mistreatment, sexual abuse, exploitation or torture of children in detention is a violation of international law.

Mr. Personnaz’s statement was the latest reaction by a UN body to widely disseminated reports and photographs of abuse of detainees by United States-led coalition personnel in Iraq. Last week Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan expressed revulsion regarding the reports and photographs.

The detention or imprisonment of a child must be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time, and for their safety and protection children should never be incarcerated with adults, Mr. Personnaz said.

“All persons in detention must be treated with humanity and with respect for their inherent dignity as human beings,” he added. “In particular, States had an obligation to protect children and to ensure that their officials were aware of, trained in, and complied with the relevant international standards.”

* * *

Afghanistan

11 May – A vehicle carrying four electoral workers in the northeastern part of Afghanistan has been hit by an explosive device, the second such attack in less than a week, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said today.
The four Afghan workers were driving towards Assadabad, in Kunar Province, UNAMA said. They all suffered injuries, with the most serious received by the driver and a civic education officer. Both sustained head injuries and lower back trauma and were admitted to Jalalabad Hospital, where they have been treated and are reported to be out of danger.

The vehicle was totally wrecked.

On Saturday four other Afghan workers and their driver sustained minor injuries when their vehicle exploded in an unexplained blast near Jalalabad. A UNAMA spokesman said it was unclear whether they were deliberately attacked or if it had been just a landmine.

* * *

Libya

11 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he planned to speak to Libya “at a high level” on the death sentences given to Bulgarian nurses and other foreign health workers for allegedly infecting Libyan children with HIV/AIDS.

“I am going to talk to them about the situation of the nurses and the people in this situation and to see what can be done to help them,” the Secretary-General told a reporter from the Associated Press at UN Headquarters in New York.

Asked if he had made any entreaties to Tripoli on their behalf, the Secretary-General said: “I have indicated that I will be in touch with the Libyan authorities on this issue, and I intend to be in touch at a high level on this issue.”

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

11 May – The acting United Nations human rights chief will brief the Security Council Friday on a report into the demonstrations that took place in March in Côte d’Ivoire, which left dozens of people dead.

The briefing by Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan will be on an independent inquiry into the human rights situation in the West African country, José Luis Díaz, spokesman for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) told journalists in Geneva.

Last week Côte d’Ivoire’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador Philippe Djangone-Bi, held a news conference to protest the leaking of the report to certain French media and said it would demand an inquiry into the release of the report before the Government had received it in French.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the number of deaths during the demonstrations on 25 and 26 March, which were banned by the Government, ranged from a government report of 37, including two policemen, to an opposition estimate of 300 in the commercial capital, Abidjan. One person was killed and 25 wounded in the political capital, Yamoussoukro.

Early last month Mr. Ramcharan appointed as investigators Vera Duarte, the Coordinator of the National Committee of Human Rights and a former Justice of the Supreme Court of Cape Verde, Eugène Nindorera, the former Burundian Minister for Human Rights, and Franca Sciuto of Italy, the Chairperson of the Rainforest Foundation, former Chairperson of Amnesty International’s International Executive Committee and a member of the 2001 Commission of Inquiry on Côte d’Ivoire.

* * *

Middle East

11 May – The senior United Nations envoy for the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, met with Syrian President Bashar Assad today for talks on the situation in the region, particularly the stalled peace process.

Speaking to reporters in Damascus a day after holding similar talks with senior officials in Lebanon, Mr. Roed-Larsen said the Israeli plan to withdraw from Gaza must take place in such a manner that it can be defined as the end of the occupation of Gaza.

“It has to be clean and full,” he stressed, adding that such a pullback must be linked to similar withdrawals from the West Bank and within the framework of the Road Map put forward by the so-called Quartet – UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States. That plan calls for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps to be taken the by the Israelis and Palestinians, leadings to two states living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

Mr. Roed-Larsen also said any solution to the Middle East conflict has to take place within the broader framework of a comprehensive solution encompassing the Lebanese and Syrian tracks, and that lasting peace in the region could not be achieved without such an agreement.

* * *

Chad

11 May – United Nations refugee agency officials moving Sudanese refugees deeper into Chad today said the flow of funds for the operation is too slow, considering the problems of moving people over difficult terrain and finding sites with enough water, while preparing to combat the water-borne diseases of the upcoming rainy season.

“So far, we have only received about $14 million of the $21 million needed for this urgent operation,” a spokesman for the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), Ron Redmond, said at a briefing in Geneva.

UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) taking care of the 110,000 refugees expect the number to grow as Chadian host families run out of food and water and more civilians flee across the border from attacks by Janjaweed militia in the Darfur region of western Sudan.

UNHCR said it had moved about half of the Sudanese refugees away from Chad’s border area with Sudan, since Sudanese militia members were crossing the border to attack the refugees and loot any property they still had.

“Lack of funding will leave substantial gaps in planned responses in the fields of health care, nutrition and water-sanitation and erode efforts to stabilize the health and host populations in eastern Chad,” the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said in a separate detailed overview of the same refugee situation.

“The consequences of late or under-funding will mean that basic schooling, community service activities that enshrine fundamental human values (the right to education and the right to protection), prevention and treatment of malnutrition will be seriously compromised, or will simply not take place,” the agency said.

It needed an immediate cash infusion of $1.6 million, UNICEF said, and $6.8 million from now until the year’s end.

* * *

Sierra Leone

11 May – The joint war crimes trial of three leaders of Sierra Leone’s now-defunct civilian militia, which was active during the West African country’s 10-year civil war, is set to start on 3 June, the Special Court for Sierra Leone said today.

The three former leaders of the Civil Defence Forces (CDF) – Moinina Fofana, Allieu Kondewa and former Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman – will be tried on eight counts that include unlawful killing, physical violence, mental suffering, terrorizing civilians and using child soldiers during the war, the Court said.

The joint trial of three alleged leaders of the one-time Revolutionary United Front (RUF) – Augustine Gbao, Morris Kallon and Issa Hassan Sesay – will start on 5 July and consider 18 charges each, the Court said.

The orders for both trials were signed by Presiding Judge Bankole Thompson for the Trial Chamber, the Court said.

The Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It is mandated to bring to justice those who bear greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in the country after 30 November 1996.

Eleven persons have been indicted so far on charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations of international humanitarian law. Nine indictees are currently in the custody of the Court.

* * *

Ukraine

11 May – Ukraine is being threatened by an HIV/AIDS epidemic, fuelled more by injecting narcotics than by unsafe sex, while the increase in HIV prevalence has shot up by 1,300 per cent in five years across Eastern Europe, the chief of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

“We are faced with an obscene situation where those who are the most vulnerable are also the least likely to have the support they need to prevent HIV infection,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy said during an official visit to Ukraine.

One UNICEF poll found that fewer than 70 per cent of Ukrainian teenagers knew that condom use was a means of preventing HIV infection. Most were also unaware that such practices as sexual abstinence, having fewer sexual partners and not injecting drugs also eliminated or lowered the rate of infection.

Parent-to-child transmission of HIV rose to 13 per cent of total infections in 2001 from just 2 per cent in 1997. Some 57 per cent of infections are among males, but young females are increasingly becoming infected, UNICEF said.

More than 80 per cent of people living with HIV/AIDS in Eastern Europe are under 30 years old, unlike Western Europe and the United States, where only 30 per cent of HIV cases are among people younger than 30, the UN agency said.

“Far too many young people face poverty, high unemployment and lack of hope – the lifeblood of the drug trade – which in turn feeds the HIV epidemic,” Ms. Bellamy said. “National and local leaders, with full support from the international community, must take immediate, concrete action to address the extreme vulnerability of young people to HIV infection.”

On the question of iodine deficiency disorders (IDD), only 20 per cent of households eat enough iodized salt to prevent them, UNICEF said. The deficiency is particularly acute in the north and west of the country and could impair the mental development of children.

“Iodine deficiency disorders can be eliminated,” Ms. Bellamy said. “One teaspoon of iodine over a lifetime is sufficient to protect a person from IDD.”

The challenge for Ukraine, beset with thyroid cancer because of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster, is to enact legislation so that all salt produced in the country will be iodized, UNICEF said.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

11 May – With more money, more political will and more attention being paid to HIV/AIDS than ever before, the world has reached a crucial moment in the history of the pandemic and now has an unprecedented opportunity to alter its course, according to a new report released today by the United Nations lead health agency.

By using HIV treatment programmes to bolster existing ones on prevention and improve health systems, the international community has a unique opportunity to change the course of history, says The World Health Report 2004 – Changing History, launched today in Geneva by the World Health Organization (WHO).

“Future generations will judge our era in large part by our response to the AIDS pandemic,” said WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook. “By tackling it decisively we will also be building health systems that can meet the health needs of today and tomorrow. This is an historic opportunity we cannot afford to miss.”

AIDS has killed more than 20 million people and is now the leading cause of death and lost years of productive life for adults aged 15 to 59 years worldwide. Today, an estimated 34 million to 46 million people are living with HIV/AIDS.

Even as the AIDS death toll and HIV prevalence rates continue to rise, to meet this “critical moment” in the history of the killer disease, WHO, along with the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and other partners are implementing a comprehensive strategy which links prevention, treatment, care and support for people living with the virus care, long-term support, and initiatives to provide antiretroviral therapy.

Until now, treatment has been the most neglected element in most developing countries. Yet among all possible HIV-related interventions, the report says it is treatment that can most effectively boost prevention efforts and in turn drive the strengthening of health systems and enable poor countries to protect people from a wide range of health threats.

Vital resources have now been pledged, including more than $20 billion from donor countries and through multilateral funding agencies, including the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the United States President’s Emergency Plan for HIV/AIDS Relief and the World Bank. These funds must now be used swiftly and in a coordinated way to prolong the lives of millions of children, women and men who will otherwise soon die, the report says.

* * *

Angola

11 May – Calling for rich countries to “flex their financial muscles” to help expand HIV/AIDS counselling and testing services across Angola, actress Alyssa Milano today kicked off her first mission as a National Ambassador for the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the capital Luanda, where she was tested for HIV at a local health clinic.

The actress from the United States, star of such hit television shows as “Who’s the Boss?,” “Melrose Place” and “Charmed,” was tested at the Voluntary, Testing and Counselling (VCT) clinic, which she said provided a “great service,” but was largely out of reach of for most of the Angolan people.

Along with HIV testing, the clinic was also providing information on behaviour change as well. “But there are just four VCT clinics in Luanda, servicing four million people. We urgently need to join forces to make these services universally accessible. When it comes to HIV/AIDS Angola stands at the crossroads: ignore the threat and numbers will rise; act now and this country can be a success story,” she said.

On the first day of her weeklong visit to Angola, Ms. Milano met with young, HIV-positive women, explored a VCT and visited a hospital. Tomorrow she is expected to fly to the war-ravaged central Angolan province of Huambo. There she will meet landmine victims, be taken into a live minefield, view the situation of health and nutrition, visit schools, and officially launch UNICEF’s Huambo Youth Centre.

* * *

DPR of Korea

11 May – A United Nations human rights expert has called on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and China to end the maltreatment of Koreans who cross the border in an attempt to escape hunger and starvation only to be hunted down by Chinese authorities and returned home, where they often face harsh punishment and sometimes even death sentences.

A statement released yesterday by the UN Commission on Human Rights’ Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Jean Ziegler, said the “systematic and widespread persecution” of the Korean refugees from hunger on Chinese soil constituted “a grave and repeated” violation of the human right to food, which is protected by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international treaties.

The Special Rapporteur appealed urgently to the Chinese authorities “to put an immediate end to these persecutions” and to refrain from handing over to authorities in the DPRK any refugees from hunger arrested in China. He also demanded that the governments in Pyongyang and Beijing “scrupulously respect the human right to food of all people in their respective territories.”

For more than five years, millions of people, especially children and older people, in the DPRK have been suffering from hunger, severe malnutrition and violations of their right to food, Mr. Ziegler said, noting that the UN World Food Programme (WFP) is currently appealing for funds to provide emergency food assistance to 6.5 million people.

He went on to describe a situation where the Chinese authorities, “helped by secret agents from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,” have hunted down the many Korean families that have tried to escape hunger by crossing into China via the Tumen or Yalu Rivers, which run 1,300 kilometres along the two countries’ border.

In the border regions of Dandong and Sinuiju, several non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from Japan, the Republic of Korea, the United States and Europe have documented disturbing details about this manhunt. Chinese authorities have reportedly offered a $200 reward to anyone who will provide information to the police regarding the hiding places of these refugee families, he said.

The men, women and children arrested are sent back by the Chinese authorities to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, where, according to information from international organizations, NGOs and the International Committee of the Red Cross, heavy punishments are regularly applied to those who have been repatriated by force.

The most common punishment is to sentence the whole family to long years in camps, and the imposition of death sentences has also been alleged, Mr. Ziegler said.

* * *

Ethiopia

11 May – With more than half of Ethiopians suffering from chronic malnutrition, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has funded programmes to train trainers at three Ethiopian medical schools, adding nutrition to the expertise of more than 100 medical professionals so far this year, the agency said today.

A group of UN experts, including two UNICEF consultants, along with government employees and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) developed an Ethiopian protocol for the treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) during a crisis in 2002 and 2003.

The UNICEF training programme gives participants practical experience in dealing with such cases, using therapeutic feeding units (TFUs), the agency said.

Since January, 41 nurses, 12 physicians and 54 medical interns had been trained in using the national protocol at universities in Addis Ababa, Gondar and Jimma, UNICEF said, while 201 professionals from health clinics, health care NGOs and medical schools have received training in managing therapeutic feeding centres.

The SAM protocol has been extremely effective in reducing the fatality rate of children treated for severe malnutrition to less than 5 per cent, UNICEF said.

* * *

African trade

11 May – Government ministers from around Africa will meet later this month to discuss how to topple the obstacles to the continent’s participation in global trade and use trade to increase national economic growth, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) said today.

The subject of the 21 and 22 May meeting in Uganda is “Mainstreaming trade policy in national development strategies” and it will spotlight a high-level panel of experts chaired by the Deputy Director-General of the World Trade Organization (WTO), Dr. Kipkorir Aly Azad Rana. Speakers at the opening session will include President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, ECA Executive Secretary K.Y. Amoako and South African Minister of Finance Trevor Manuel.

Some 400 finance, planning and economic development ministers, central bank governors, leading academics, research economists and representatives of related international organizations are expected to attend and the ministers will issue a statement for action at the end of the meeting.

The ECA and the African Development Bank will host a joint symposium on the gender gap on 24 May, then the ADB will hold its annual meetings on 25 and 26 May.

* * *

Bamboo

11 May – With such iconic wildlife species as the giant panda, mountain gorilla and lemur facing an even-greater struggle for survival because of the “catastrophic loss” of wild bamboo, the United Nations environmental agency today called for urgent action to halt the “massive forest destruction” threatening this vital habitat.

As many as half the world’s 1,200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction, according to the most comprehensive study ever undertaken on the subject released today by the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) and the UN Environment Programme’s World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC).

“This new report highlights how vital it now is for the international community to take a far greater interest in these extraordinary plant species,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.

Millions of people use wild bamboo, one of the world’s most ancient life forms, for construction, handicrafts and food. International trade in bamboo products, mostly from cultivated sources, is worth more than $2 billion annually – a trade Mr. Toepfer said is worth as much as bananas or beef from the United States.

Some 250 woody bamboo species have less than 2,000 square kilometres of forest – an area the size of London – remaining within their ranges. The study shows locations of high forest bamboo diversity and the areas where deforestation risks are highest, creating a valuable planning tool for conservation action.

The extraordinary life cycle of bamboos – individuals of each species flower once simultaneously every 20 to 100 years and then die – make them especially vulnerable to rapid deforestation that is restricting the areas in which they can survive.

The report identifies unique and endangered species, whose fates are intimately linked with those of bamboos, in every region where bamboos occur. In Asia these include the red panda and Himalayan black bear, and perhaps best known, the giant panda of which only 600 are left in the wild.

In Africa, mountain gorillas, of which less than 700 still remain in the wild, depend on bamboos for up to 90 per cent of their diet in some seasons. In Madagascar, the critically endangered greater and golden bamboo lemurs depend on bamboo for much of their diet, and the rarest tortoise in the world, the ploughshare tortoise, is also intimately connected with bamboos. In South America, the spectacled bear, the mountain tapir and many endangered bird species are connected with bamboo in the Andes, Amazon and Atlantic forests.

* *** *

____________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We’re going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman about events in Gaza.

“The Secretary-General is deeply disturbed by the alarming violence in GazaCity today.  Among the dead are several Palestinians, including civilians and children, and at least six Israeli soldiers.  The Secretary-General is particularly concerned by the heavy fighting in densely populated neighbourhoods, which is exposing more Palestinian civilians to death and injury.

“He urges both sides to desist from further violence and instead to heed the calls of the Quartet and the international community to resume negotiations to end the conflict.”

**Iraq -- Brahimi
We received the following report on Mr. Brahimi’s activities in Baghdad from his Spokesman, Ahmad Fawzi:

Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, met Abdel Aziz al-Hakim, the head of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, in Baghdad this morning, as well as his principal aide, Adel Abdel Mahdi.

They discussed Brahimi’s report to the Security Council and his proposals for the formation of a new government, and Ayatollah Hakim expressed his appreciation for Brahimi’s efforts.  He said he had passed the report on to Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, who was pleased with it and found it to be balanced and positive.

They spoke about various aspects of the transition, including the importance of the new government having the time to work out its relationship with the occupying Power, the armed forces on the ground and the United Nations.  They also discussed ideas for the convening of a national conference.

Brahimi later met with a group of 15 newspaper editors representing the main Iraqi dailies.  He then had a town-hall meeting with over 50 Iraqi men and women, representing a wide spectrum of society, from business leaders and academics to religious leaders.

**Iraq -- UNICEF
UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, says it is profoundly disturbed by news reports alleging that children might have been among those abused in detention centres and prisons in Iraq.

Although the news reports had not been independently substantiated, they are alarming nonetheless.  Any mistreatment, sexual abuse, exploitation or torture of children in detention is a violation of international law.

UNICEF reiterates that the detention or imprisonment of a child must be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time.  For their safety and protection, children should never be incarcerated with adults.  UNICEF has a press release out with more details.

**Kosovo
The wave of violence that Kosovo experienced in mid-March was the most serious setback to the UN Mission’s work in that country in five years, and shook the Mission to its foundations, the head of the Mission, Harri Holkeri, told the Security Council today.  Briefing the Council in an open meeting today, Holkeri said the Mission is doing all it can to bring to justice all those who provoked or engaged in the violence, with some 270 arrests made so far.

The violence has also forced the Mission to take a hard look at itself, and Holkeri said it is working to review how it operates in response to crises.

He added that some 4,100 people were displaced in just two days, and that the current security environment in Kosovo is not conducive to the return of members of minority communities to their homes.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

The Council’s open meeting on Kosovo is continuing now, with members expressing their views.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan reports that another vehicle, this one carrying four Afghan electoral workers, was hit by an explosive device as they were driving towards Assadabad, in the province of Kunar.

The four Afghans all suffered injuries, with the most serious received by the driver and a civic education officer, who both sustained head injuries and lower back trauma.  Those two people were admitted to the JalalabadHospital, where they have been treated and are reported to be out of danger.

The Electoral Secretariat vehicle was totally destroyed.

**SG at Stakeout
The Secretary-General was asked a few questions by Associated Press as he came out of the Security Council chamber this morning on the subject of Bulgarian nurses who have been sentenced to death in Libya.  He said that he intends to be in touch at a high level on this issue with the Libyan authorities, to see what can be done to help.  We have a transcript of those brief comments available upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire
In Geneva, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights said the report of the independent commission of inquiry on Côte d’Ivoire would be issued this Friday, 14 May.

On that day, the acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, would brief the Security Council on the human rights situation in Côte d’Ivoire.

Council members are expected to receive the report prior to those consultations.

**Sudan-Chad
The High Commissioner for Refugees said that although the UNHCR team in Chad was continuing to move tens of thousands of Sudanese refugees from the dangerous border area with Sudan’s Darfur region to safer camps further inland, it was extremely concerned about the ongoing challenges that the agency and its partners were facing in what was one of the most difficult humanitarian operations anywhere.

Those included a vast, insecure and remote area of operations, stretching along some 600 kilometres of borderland, severe logistical challenges, water shortages, a looming shortage of fuel and firewood, and slow funding.  You can read more about this situation in today’s UNHCR briefing notes.

**UNICEF -- Ukraine
UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy warned today that Ukraine is on the threshold of a full-scale HIV/AIDS epidemic, with an estimated quarter of a million people living with the disease.  In addition, a large proportion of Ukraine’s population faces a range of iodine deficiency disorders, UNICEF says.  And we have copies of a press release on that upstairs.

**WHO World Report 2004
From WHO, the international community has a unique opportunity to change the course of history in relation to HIV/AIDS.  That’s one of the key findings of the World Health Report 2004 –- which is being released today by the World Health Organization.

The report notes that we’re at a critical point with HIV/AIDS.  While there’s more money, more political will and more attention being paid to the disease than ever before, more people than ever are dying of AIDS and becoming infected with HIV.

Almost 6 million people in developing countries will die in the near future if they don’t receive treatment –- but less than half a million of them were receiving it last year.

The World Health Report calls for a comprehensive strategy that links prevention, treatment, care and long-term support.  Copies of the report are available at the documents counter upstairs.

**UNEP -- Bamboo Species
Turning to the environment now, the UN Environment Programme warns that urgent action is needed to protect one of the world’s most ancient life forms and the species that depend on it.  A new study estimates that as many as half of the world’s 1,200 woody bamboo species may be in danger of extinction as a result of massive forest destruction.

Consequently, many vulnerable animal species such as giant pandas and mountain gorillas –- which depend almost entirely on bamboo for food and shelter -- faced an even-greater struggle for survival.

We have a press release with more on that.

**UNODC -- Rule of Law Conference
And finally, the thirteenth session of the UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice starts in Vienna today.  And the focus of the conference is the rule of law and development.  And we have more information on that upstairs.

That’s all I have for you on a relatively slow news day.  Mr. Abbadi?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, in view of what Ahmad Fawzi reported this morning and at this stage, despite continuing violence in Iraq, does the Secretary-General think that there is some degree of political progress achieved now in Iraq?

Spokesman:  Does the Secretary-General believe what?

Question:  That there is some political progress...

Spokesman:  Some political progress.  I think he would want to wait for Mr. Brahimi to report to him once he has completed his stay in Iraq before he makes a judgement.  I think probably snap judgement, yes, these meetings are going well; there are positive indications that Iraqis are coming to grips with the challenges facing them as they try to figure out how to form a transitional government.  So, all of those are positive signs but I think... (Interrupted).

Question:  Fred, does Mr. Brahimi think that the government will be based on both technocrats and political figures or is he sticking to his original idea of forming a government out of technocrats solely?

Spokesman:  His idea, I think, as I said yesterday, is first of all the people who form the interim government should not be planning to run for political office when there are elections next January.  And second, that they should be competent and of great integrity.  So, there has been some misreporting of his view, that he is putting forward some names in Baghdad.  He says he has not put forward any names.  The names are to come from the Iraqis.  He is discussing the formula that he presented to the Council with Iraqis and, as you saw from today’s report, that formula is gaining support among Iraqi leaders.  But the individuals will have to be decided in consultation with the Coalition Provisional Authority, the head of which is the U.S. administrator L. Paul Bremer.  So, Mr. Brahimi is not naming names.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, when will Mr. Annan appoint the executive director of the Counter-Terrorism Committee?  Is it today or...?

Spokesman:  A letter went out last night.  The deadline was yesterday for the naming of that executive director and the Secretary-General sent out a letter to the Council last night saying he needed a few more days.  So, in a couple of days I think he’ll announce his selection.  Yes?

Question:  Do you have dates on Brahimi’s return to New York?

Spokesman:  We won’t be announcing that in advance for security reasons.  But it won’t be in the next few days.  I think he is planning to have an extended stay there this time.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Will there be a transcript available some time this afternoon of Mr. Brahimi’s meeting with representatives of the press in Baghdad?

Spokesman:  I don’t think they have the staff capacity to do that.  They’re in meetings morning till night.  I can send Mr. Fawzi an e-mail saying you’d like a transcript, but somehow I feel they won’t have the time to do that.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Bamboo" ��Sydney Morning Herald - Bamboo extinction warning�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Extinction" ��VOA News - UN Report: Half of Bamboo Species Face Extinction�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Xinhuanet - Urgent action needed to protect wild bamboo in world: UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Stock" ��The New Zealand Herald - Life-giving bamboo stocks under threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��The Times (London) - Bamboo threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Species" ��ABC News Online - Bamboo extinction could devastate some species: UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "AnimalSpecies" ��Planet Ark - Loss of Bamboo Threatens Rare Animal Species�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Report" ��United Press International - Report: 400 bamboo species at risk�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Loss" ��News24 - Bamboo Loss a Threat to Animals�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Urgentsteps" ��Kerala News (India) - Urgent steps needed to protect bamboo: UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bambous" ��Sciences et avenir - Cartographie des bambous menacés  �


� HYPERLINK  \l "Action" ��Xinhuanet - Une action urgente nécessaire pour protéger les bambous sauvages dans le monde (PNUE)  � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bambu" ��Noticias.info - PNUMA advierte riesgos ecológicos por extinción de especies de bamboo*�


*Also printed in La Vanguardia, Efe, Diario Hoy (Argentina) Mural, El Imparcial, El Universal (Mexico) and in German papers
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