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Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

November 11, 2002, Monday   

 U.N. launches project to halt advance of Africa's deserts 

      Stopping Africa's deserts from creeping further into fertile land is the aim of a 50-million-dollar project

      launched Monday by the United Nations. 

      The U.N. Global Environment Facility announced funding for the Desert Margins Programme to work in      dryland areas of nine African countries, including South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. The funding is to help researchers find out how plants survive on the edges of deserts and how farmers can restore fertility to arid     lands, then apply the results to land in danger of becoming desert, officials told a news conference in the      Kenyan capital Nairobi. 

      "This project is not only an environment project, it's also a poverty-alleviation project," said Klaus Toepfer,      executive director of the U.N. Environment Programme. 

      About two-thirds of Africa's land mass is classified as desert or dryland. Some 22 million people live at the      edges of great African deserts like the Sahara and Kalahari, trying to eke out a living where rainfall averages      20 to 60 centimetres annually. 

      People have survived in such places for centuries through nomadic lifestyles, but they are more frequently      choosing to settle, increasing the rate of environmental damage, said Henry Cheruiyot of the Kenyan      Agricultural Research Institute. 

      Such people "know the environment is being degraded but they sometimes don't have alternative sources of      livelihood," said Saidou Koala, co-ordinator of the Desert Margins Programme based in Naimey, Niger. 

      "Unless rural communities are provided with alternative livelihoods, it will be difficult for them to adopt      biodiversity conservation strategies," Koala told the news conference. 

      He said the funding will allow the programme to help communities find new sources of income and to put in      place action plans for reversing the advance of deserts. dpa mc pmc

________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Scientists to tap tribal wisdom to save arid lands 

NAIROBI, Nov 11 (Reuters) - Scientists hope to learn from ancient tribal knowledge how to protect

fragile lands bordering Africa's deserts as part of a $50 million conservation project, the United

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said on Monday. 

The project aims to marry the methods traditionally used by local people living in the continent's arid

lands with modern land management techniques to protect rare desert habitats, animals and plants.

``In the past, most of the time we told them (locals) what to do,'' Mohamed Sessay, a programme

officer with UNEP, told a news conference to launch the project in Nairobi. 

``Now we will listen to them, sharing with them and working as a team,'' he said. 

According to U.N. figures, 66 percent of Africa is classified as desert or arid, where local people have

learned to live in harmony with nature over thousands of years. 

Rising populations and the erosion of traditional values and farming methods have intensified

pressure on these environments, endangering much plant life, including some varieties that could

yield new medicines, UNEP said. 

Scientists are hoping to tap into local knowledge to find new ways of managing the environment,

drawing lessons from people in nine sub-Saharan African countries covered in the project: Botswana,

Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

In Kenya, for example, the northern Turkana people base their schedule for planting crops around

the behaviour of frogs and birds, both seen as ``prophets'' of rain. 

The Buganda of southern Uganda have developed strict codes on hunting and protected forest sites

to preserve the sanctity of nature, the UNEP said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters story also picked up by "The State" a South Carolinian newspaper

________________________________________________________________________________________

CNN

Tribal wisdom tapped to save arid lands

Monday, November 11, 2002 

NAIROBI, Kenya (Reuters) -- Scientists hope to learn from ancient tribal   knowledge how to protect fragile lands bordering Africa's deserts as part  of a $50 million conservation project, the United Nations Environment                 Program (UNEP) said. 

                  The project aims to marry the methods traditionally used by local people living in the continent's arid lands with modern land management techniques to protect rare desert habitats, animals and plants. 

                  "In the past, most of the time we told them (locals) what to do," Mohamed Sessay, a  program officer with UNEP, told a news conference Monday to launch the project in Nairobi. 

                  "Now we will listen to them, sharing with them and working as a team," he said. 

                  According to U.N. figures, 66 percent of Africa is classified as desert or arid, where  local people have learned to live in harmony with nature over thousands of years. 

                  Rising populations and the erosion of traditional values and farming methods have  intensified pressure on these environments, endangering much plant life, including  some varieties that could yield new medicines, UNEP said. 

                  Scientists are hoping to tap into local knowledge to find new ways of managing the environment, drawing lessons from people in nine sub-Saharan African countries covered in the project: Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger,  Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

                  In Kenya, for example, the northern Turkana people base their schedule for planting  crops around the behavior of frogs and birds, both seen as "prophets" of rain. 

                  The Buganda of southern Uganda have developed strict codes on hunting and  protected forest sites to preserve the sanctity of nature, the UNEP said. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

New Hope for Renewal of Africa's Desert Margins 

                      NAIROBI, Kenya, November 11, 2002 (ENS) - Traditional, indigenous  knowledge and modern land management techniques will be wedded in a new  $50 million program to heal dying and degraded lands on the margins of  Africa's deserts. These lands account for about five percent of Africa's land area and are home to an estimated 22 million people. 

                      The unique plant life that has evolved to survive in these dry and arid lands could harbor potentially promising drugs and products for agriculture and  industry, experts involved in the project believe. Conservation of these plants  is one aim of the program is in each of the nine participating countries. 

                      Drought and erosion have  degraded this land in Africa's  Sahel region. (Photo courtesy               Agropolis-Museum)

                      Introduced today by the  United Nations  Environment Programme (UNEP) and the                      Consultative Group on International  Agricultural Research  (CGIAR), the project is a  new phase of the five   year old Desert Margins Programme. It is funded by governments and the World Bank Group's Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

                      Dr. Saidou Koala, global coordinator of the program who is based at the  International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics in Niamey,  Niger, said it would build on over five years worth of pilot work. This has  unraveled some of the clues to the causes of land degradation in these  sensitive areas, and has identified solutions powerful enough to drive local and national action plans. 

                      This new phase of the Desert Margins Programme involves nine sub-Saharan African countries - Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger,  Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

                      Targeted for regeneration are key dryland areas and sites from the acacia  savanna of Matebeleland in Zimbabwe to the Sudano-Sahelian Zone of Senegal, from the dwarf shrub savanna of southern Namibia to the denuded  lands of the Kargi settlement in northeastern Kenya. 

                      The first step is to unravel the causes of land degradation and damage in each   of these areas before drawing up action plans for arresting and reversing the decline. 

                                                          Dune fixation with windbreak  fences made from branches of                          Balanites Aegyptiaca. (Photo  courtesy FAO)

                                                          The action plans will be  blueprints for land  recovery and wildlife                                                          conservation projects in similar kinds of desert  margin areas elsewhere  in Africa. 

                                                          The project is aimed at  offsetting some of the worst impacts of global warming, which thousands of scientists reporting to  the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change say is already occurring. 

                      Unless urgent action is taken, the project experts warn, climate change will worsen conditions for the peoples and the lands of the desert margins, making  it tougher for them to cope in traditional ways with droughts. 

                      For thousands of years, local people have exercised survival strategies in  these arid areas that have allowed them to grow crops and graze livestock without sacrificing the fertility and stability of the land. 

                      The Turkana of northern Kenya traditionally plan crop planting around an intimate knowledge of the behavior of frogs and birds, such as the ground  hornbill, green wood hoopoe, spotted eagle owl and nightjar, which are  revered as "prophets of rain," UNEP says. 

                      Turkana people on the shore of Kenya's Lake Turkana  (Photo courtesy Liberty Africa)

                      The Buganda, whose  descendants today live in southern Uganda,  believed in the sanctity  of nature developing  sacred, protected, forest  sites, strict codes on  hunting including a  taboo on killing young  or pregnant animals and  strict rules on the extraction of clay. 

                      But driven by the imperatives of increasing population and contact with  people from industrialized countries, such traditional cultures have eroded in  favor of Western or Northern lifestyles. The arid lands and their biodiversity also have eroded as traditional methods of cultivation were abandoned. 

                      "It cannot have come a moment too soon," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's  executive director. "This new phase of the Desert Margins Programme, with crucial support from the GEF, is in line with the poverty reduction aims of the  Plan of Implementation agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development just over two months ago. Land degradation, desertification and drought has also been identified as a first priority for the environment  component of the New Partnership for Africa's Development." 

                      "UNEP's latest Africa Environment Outlook says that some 66 percent of Africa is classified as desert or drylands and currently 46 percent of Africa's land area is vulnerable to desertification, with more than 50 percent of that  under high or very high risk," he said. 

                      For the cause of spreading deserts, some experts point to "the impacts of the globalization of trade, which had led to unstable, and often rock bottom prices  for such commodity crops as coffee and tea," UNEP said today. 

                                            In Niger's dry Sahel, a Tuareg boy clears irrigation channels in a market garden for the cultivation of  maize and peppers. (Photo by J. Hartley courtesy FAO)

                                            "Poor farmers have been forced into increasingly fragile lands, such as Africa's                                      desert margin areas, to cultivate higher and  higher volumes in an attempt to compensate  for the price falls." 

                                            Developing alternative livelihoods will be a  key part of the project. A pilot study in                                            Bamako, Mali, has shown that planting  banks of trees for fodder, close to the city,   has cut pressure on nearby forests while  boosting incomes. The fodder banks are  producing 4.5 tonnes per hectare giving an income of $630 a year in a country where the average annual wage is $270. 

                      Ahmed Djoghlaf, director of UNEP's Division for GEF Coordination, said,  "The new project is the largest ever undertaken by the GEF in the area of land  degradation and meets the very pressing needs and objectives of the UN's Convention to Combat Desertification." 

                      Desertification is defined as an extreme form of dryland degradation triggered  by climatic and poor land management practices that means the land is no longer productive. 

                      "There is no single cause behind land degradation and desertification in these  drylands and there is no silver bullet able to solve these complex social,  climatic and poverty related problems," said Toepfer. "However, solve them  we must for the sake of the people living there and for the sake of these often  hauntingly beautiful landscapes that play their own special role in the web of life." 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

November 11, 2002 

UNEP tests traditional methods against desertification 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is testing indigenous conservation methods to fight desertification      and environmental damage in Africa, its executive director said here on Monday. 

"We have integrated numerous traditional ways that were being used by people to take care of the  environment in our new programme and see how they work," Klaus Toepfer told a press conference during  the launch of the second phase of UNEP Desert Margins Programme (DMP) in Nairobi. People living in deserts have developed methods to survive in harsh conditions, rearing livestock and growing crops without  damaging the environment, he explained. 

The second phase of DMP, which will cost 50 million dollars (euros), targets certain drylands in nine African      countries including Mali, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Niger, South Africa, Namibia, Zimbambwe, Botswana and      Kenya, he added. 

      "Experts believe the generic diversity remaining in these desert margins could be a veritable treasure      harbouring potentially promising drugs and products for 21st century agriculture and industry," said a UNEP      statement issued for the occasion. 

Henry Cheruiyot, of the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI) said people, particulary in the arid      Marsabit district of northern Kenya, use many different plants to treat livestock diseases. 

      "Since some of those traditional medicines sometimes work better that conventional medicine, we shall assist      them to advance their style further," Cheruiyot told AFP.

____________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

November 12, 2002, 

Roundup: New  initiative launched to combat desertification in Africa 

NAIROBI, Nov. 11 (Xinhua) --A new project to protect fragile lands fringing Africa's deserts was jointly      launched here Monday by the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and other stakeholders in an effort to curb      worsening desertification and land degradation on the continent. 

      The project, dubbed Desert Margins Program, aims to unravel the key causes of desertification and land      degradation, and marry local traditional knowledge with modern land management techniques to develop      practical ways to conserve biodiversity while pulling local people out of poverty. 

      Costing 50 million US dollars, the five-year program will involve nine sub-Saharan African countries:      Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

      "Study and tests will be conducted in these areas, and when practical techniques are developed, they will      be applied in other areas of Africa," Saidou Koala, the program coordinator, told a press conference here. He      said that the project contains seven components, including ecological monitoring, advancing biodiversity     conservation, developing alternative livelihood for local people and stakeholders participation. 

      Deserfication is defined as an extreme form of dryland degradation triggered by climate change and poor land      management practices which means the land is no longer productive. 

      UNEP statistics indicate that some 66 percent of Africa is classified as desert or dryland, and currently 46      percent of Africa's land area is vulnerable to desertification with more than 50 percent of that under high or      very high risk. 

      Surveys show that the most vulnerable areas are along desert margins, and these account for five percent  of the land area and are home to an estimated 22 million people. 

      Experts believe that the genetic diversity remaining in these desert margins could be a veritable treasure      trove harboring potentially promising drugs and products for the agriculture and industry in this century. 

      Local people and tribes have, in the past, developed strategies and methods for surviving in these harsh,      low rainfall areas. And these have allowed them to grow crops and graze livestock without sacrificing the      fertility and stability of the land. 

      In Kenya for example, the northern Turkana people traditionally plan crop planting around an intimate      knowledge of the behavior of frogs and birds, both seen as "prophets of rain." 

      But the rising populations in Africa allied to a gradual erosion of traditional values and cultivation methods in      favor of Western or Northern style systems have intensified pressure on these desert-fringed lands and their      biodiversity. 

      Some experts also point to the impacts of the globalization of trade which had led to unstable and often  rock bottom prices for such commodity crops as coffee and tea. 

      Poor farmers have been forced into increasingly fragile lands such as desert margin areas to cultivate higher      and higher volumes in an attempt to compensate for the prices falls. 

      "To protect the desert margin areas is not only a environmental topic, it is a poverty reduction topic as  well," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the press conference. 

      "We have to do whatever is possible to give the people living in these areas a chance for making a living for      their families and for their future," he noted. 

      His words were echoed by many experts who said that developing alternative livelihoods will be a key to the      success of the project. 

      A pilot study in Bamako, Mali, has shown that planting banks of trees for fodder close to the city has cut      pressure on nearby forests while boosting incomes. 

      The fodder "banks" are producing 4.5 tons per hectare, giving an income of 630 dollars a year in a country      where the average annual wage is 270 dollars. 

      Experts also believe that if the Desert Margins Program succeeds, it could also offset some of the worst      impacts of global warming, which is set to aggravate the plight of the peoples and the lands of the desert      margins. 

      However, Koala pointed out that no single program can solve all the multifaceted problems facing the desert      margin areas, and although the project has received backing from the Global Environment Facility and some      governments, the funds the program has so far acquired is far from enough. 

      "We strongly believe we will get more, hoping the 50 million dollars will be just a start-up," he said.

____________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP to use indigenous skills in taming African deserts 

                     Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  Indigenous knowledge on land management  techniques will be applied in degraded lands bordering Africa's deserts under a plan unveiled Monday by the UN Environment            Programme (UNEP) and the Consultative Group on InternationalAgricultural Research (CGIAR).

            The US$50 million plan is aimed at healing degraded lands and  conserving the rich and unique plant life that has evolved to survive in dry and arid lands.

            Some governments and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) are supporting the project that will help the gathering and sharing of traditional, indigenous knowledge on land management techniques in nine African countries.

            These countries are Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe.

            UNEP Executive director Klaus Toepfer said the initiative offered the best hope for giving the dry areas a new lease of life as  well as providing an opportunity for the residents to make better  use of their lands.

            "This new phase of Desert Margins Programme, with the crucial support from GEF, is in line with the poverty reduction aims of   the plan of implementation agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) just over a month ago.

            "Land degradation, desertification and drought has also been identified as a first priority for the environment component of  the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and it cannot have come at a moment too soon," Toepfer said at the launch of the plan in Nairobi.

            UNEP's latest Africa Environment Outlook says that some 66 per cent of Africa is classified as desert or drylands.

            "Currently 46 percent of Africa's land area is vulnerable to  desertification, with more than 50 percent of that under high or very high risk," Toepfer said.

            Experts believe that the genetic diversity remaining in these desert margins could be a veritable treasure trove, harbouring  potentially promising drugs and products for 21st century agriculture and industry.

            The programme aims at unravelling the key causes of land degradation and damage in each of these land areas before drawing  up action plans for arresting and reversing the decline.

            The action plans will be blue prints for land recovery and  wildlife conservation projects in similar kinds of desert margin  areas elsewhere in Africa.

            Research has shown that local peoples have, for millennia, developed strategies and methods for surviving in these harsh,  low rainfall areas. The methods allowed them to grow crops and  graze livestock without sacrificing stability of the land.

            "But the rising populations, witnessed across Africa in the last  few decades, allied to a gradual erosion of traditional values  and cultivation methods in favour of Western or Northern style  systems have intensified pressure on these desert-fringed lands and their matter biodiversity," UNEP says.

            A pilot study in Bamako, Mali, has shown that planting banks of  trees for fodder close to the city has cut pressure on nearby  forests while boosting incomes. Fodder banks are producing 4.5  tonnes per hectare giving an income of US$630 a year in a country where the average annual wage is US$270.

            In Kenya's Kargi area of Marsabit district the annual average  rainfall is just 200mm per year and there have been reported  severe loss of forest and land degradation as a result of over exploitation of trees and plants for fodder, fuel construction and animal enclosures.

            But a pilot project found out that local people harboured a great deal of knowledge on the uses of local herbs, trees and other plants for treating livestock diseases.

            Henry Cheruiyot, assistant director for range and arid lands at Kenya Agricultural Research Institute said: "The people use many different plants and plant parts such as bark, dried leaves and seeds to treat their livestock."

            Studies are under way to compare these natural treatments with conventional veterinary drugs.

            "Eventually it may be possible to isolate promising compounds from the plants and turn them into a new generation of veterinary  products, with profits returned to the people of Kargi who have  been the custodians of the indigenous knowledge," Cheruiyot said.

            Another survey in the drylands of Burkina Faso identified 15 traditional methods used now, or in the past, to manage the land  sustainably.

            These include bans on cutting or harvesting plants and tree from  key areas, the use of thorny plants, tree trunks and rocks to reduce erosion in gullies and ravines and the planting of acacia trees as windbreaks to cut soil and water erosion.

__________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

UN, Traditional African Nomads to Tackle Desertification 

NAIROBI, Nov 11 (IPS) - The United Nations has launched the largest-ever programme to tackle desertification by working with  traditional African nomads. 

                       Pilot projects are being set up in nine African countries, including Senegal, Namibia, Zimbabwe and Kenya, to tackle desertification - one of the most serious environmental problems facing Africa. 

                       This year, millions of Africans are threatened by famine, mainly as a result of drought. The problem is likely to get worse, with climate change  leading to reduced rainfall and population growth putting even more pressure on the land. 

                       Food insecurity is going to be a major issue for the foreseeable future. Soil fertility must be preserved if Africa is to feed itself. 

                       ‘'Land degradation, desertification and drought has been identified as a first priority for the environmental component of the New Partnership for Africa's Economic Development (NEPAD),'' Klaus Toepfer, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director, pointed out at the launch on Monday. 

                       Researchers want to use the expertise of African nomads, who have been living on the desert-fringes for thousands of years, to prevent further land degradation. 

                       ‘'So far, we haven't capitalised on their knowledge. They know very well how we can conserve some of the wildlife, some of the biodiversity. They have intimate knowledge of the land, of the environment,'' says Dr Saidou Koala, the project's global co-ordinator. 

                       ‘'Unless we work with them, unless ourselves we learn from them, we will try to impose new knowledge that may not fit into their way of life.  So it is very important to rely on indigenous knowledge,'' he says. 

                       In the past, there has been too much of a top-down approach. Traditional ways of life have been looked down on as primitive and outdated.  Governments have pressurised nomads to settle down and modernise. 

                       The availability of food aid has also encouraged them to stay in one place. But this has only worsened deforestation. Overexploitation of trees  and plants for fodder, fuel, construction and livestock enclosures has caused severe land degradation. 

                       The impact of humans and livestock has even made soils hard and compact, causing rain water to run off rapidly with little penetrating down to  deliver moisture below. Annual rainfall is just 200mm a year. Added to that, traditional nomadic coping strategies, such as eating wild tubers  and fruits or borrowing camels for milk, are no longer practical. 

                       Families are also becoming larger because of their sedentary lifestyle, says Dr Henry Cheruiyot, assistant director in charge of Range and Arid Lands at the Kenyan Agricultural Research Institute who has been working with nomads living in Kargi, Marsabit, in north-eastern Kenya.

                       ‘'The husband and wife are together longer than they used to be. In the past, men were out and wives were at home. Therefore, there was a   natural spacing of the families. 

                       ‘'Now you get family sizes rising from four to 12,'' he says. 

                       Experts say it is important to revive the nomads' traditional knowledge and skills to protect the environment. ‘'They are realising the loss to the  environment is being related to the reduced use of their indigenous knowledge. They are beginning to resuscitate that by forming environment  management committees on their own in some areas,'' says Cheruiyot. 

                       These skills could also provide them with alternative livelihoods. For example, the people of Kargi use local herbs and trees to treat their  livestock. 

                       ‘'Some of their indigenous medicines are even more superior than the conventional drugs,'' says Cheruiyot. 

                       Studies are underway to compare these natural treatment with conventional veterinary drugs. Cheruiyot hopes to isolate promising  compounds from the plants and turn them into new veterinary products. The money earned would go to the people of Kargi. 

                       Similarly, in Mali, a pilot study has shown that planting banks of trees for fodder close to the city has reduced pressure on nearby forests  while also boosting incomes. 

                       In Niger, where Koala works, at the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics, experts have already identified some  solutions. ‘'We are introducing small-scale irrigation. We are introducing new crops that can survive in these areas, like date palm and many other fruit trees, like figs, raisins. These are new things that we are adding that we believe will make a big difference,'' he says. 

                       Over the next five years, the UN plans spend 50 million U.S. dollars working together with Africa's indigenous people to draw up action plans  to combat desertification. These will be used as blue prints for land recovery and conservation projects elsewhere in Africa. 

                       ‘'In the next five years, we will be able to develop some key technologies that will bring about a change. We will identify alternative livelihood  systems that will take the pressure away from the marginal land,' ' promises Koala. 

                       ‘'In conjunction with building on indigenous knowledge, we will have got a combined knowledge that will allow those living on that land to more  sustainably manage their land so that we can reverse the problem of land degradation,'' he says. 

                       UNEP says 46 percent of Africa's land area is vulnerable to desertification. Some 22 million people live along the most vulnerable desert
____________________________________________________________________________________

Voice of America

UN Aims to Fight Desertification in Africa

The United Nations has launched a program to  fight desertification in nine African countries. Scientists hope to employ some of the traditions  of African nomads in addressing the problem.

                    Desertification is one of the most serious environmental problems facing Africa.

This year, millions of Africans are threatened by  famine, mainly because of drought. Droughts  contribute to the desertification of farmland,  which, in turn, extends food shortages into later years, when rainfall improves.

Experts say no significant improvement is in  view. Climate change indicates reduced rainfall  over the long term, and population growth puts  even more pressure on the shrinking supply of  arable land.

Pilot projects to stem desertification are being  set up in Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe.

The U.N. project's global coordinator, Saidou Koala, has said researchers want to use the expertise of African nomads, who have been living on the desert fringes for thousands of years, to help prevent further land                    degradation. "So far, we haven't capitalized on their knowledge. They know very well  how we can conserve some of the wildlife, some of the biodiversity. They have  intimate knowledge of the land, of the environment. Unless we work with them;  unless, ourselves, we learn from them, we will try to impose new knowledge that may  not fit into their way of life. So, it is very important to rely on indigenous  knowledge," she said. 

In recent years, nomads have started to settle down and modernize. This has worsened deforestation and over-grazing.

Experts have said it is important to revive the nomads' traditional knowledge and skills to protect the environment.

For example, nomads living in northeastern Kenya use local herbs and trees as  medicine to treat their livestock.

   Henry Cheruiyot, a scientist with the Kenyan Agricultural Research Institute, says  some of the plant-based medicines are more effective than modern drugs.

"For us to bring that valuable tree on board, we work with communities to identify the  plants, use the plants ourselves, as though they would themselves in treating key diseases. Our control is treating the disease using the conventional [medicines], and  we compare results. Some of their indigenous medicines are even more superior than  the conventional," he said. 

Over the next five years, the United Nations plans to work together with Africa's indigenous people to draw up action plans to combat desertification. These will be  used as blueprints for land recovery and conservation rojects elsewhere in Africa. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Japan fails to reverse  whaling ban

               Japan says there are enough whales to resume hunting

              Japan and the United Kingdom are both losers at the  Convention on International Trade in Endangered

               Species (Cites) meeting in the Chilean capital,  Santiago. 

               The convention voted  against a Japanese  proposal to resume whaling, as well as a  British plan to allow a turtle farm in the Cayman Islands to sell  turtle shell. 

               Conservationists have  hailed both decisions as   important victories, but it is not the end of the   battle. 

               The conference must confirm both votes next  week, and both Japan and Britain will be lobbying hard to overturn them. 

               Whale stocks 

               Delegates from 160 countries have been  meeting for the past week in plenary sessions,  debating the science and politics behind attempts to get trade restrictions eased on  two species of whale - the Minke and the               Bryde - and the green turtle. 

               Japan, which made the whaling proposal, has argued that there are sufficient stocks to allow limited commercial harvesting. 

               Environmentalists simply will not accept  the evidence, one  Japanese delegate complained. 

               "They have a pretty  determined view that  whaling is bad, and no  matter how much we endeavour they will  find something in our  proposal and use it against us," said  Shuya Nakatsuka of  Japan's Fisheries Agency. 

               But when it came to the vote the Japanese  could not muster a simple majority, let alone   the two-thirds they needed to get the  proposal accepted. 

               Environmentalists, on the other hand, are delighted. 

               "We are ecstatic. This is the first step toward ensuring that whales will continue to be  protected under Cites," said Vassili  Papastavrou of the International Fund for Animal Welfare. 

               Turtle trade 

               Nor does there seem to be much support for any trade in turtle shell. 

               Britain wanted to allow a farm in the Cayman Islands to sell endangered green turtle shell to               tourists, arguing that the business met all the Cites criteria. 

               But conservation groups have insisted that any  trade encourages an illicit market that could               have a devastating impact on wild turtle populations. 

               "The risk is too great. We've seen it in other   species. As soon as you start legitimising one               case, it promotes trade," said Sarah Tyack of   the International Fund for Animal Welfare. 

               The British plans also failed to get a simple  majority in Friday's vote.                                                     

________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Britain under fire over turtles at UN meeting

  SANTIAGO, Chile - A plan to sell turtle shells from a Cayman Islands breeding farm as tourist trinkets has set Britain at odds with  environmental groups at a U.N. conference on endangered species. 

  Britain last week asked the 160-nation Convention in International Trade in Endangered Species, or CITES, meeting in Chile, to allow a   limited trade of endangered Green Turtles from the Cayman Islands, a British dependency. 

  Britain wants to register the "Cayman Turtle Farm" as a captive breeding facility. 

  Although CITES bans the international commercial trade of endangered species because hunting has depleted their numbers, it allows  some commercial trade of animals bred in captivity. 

  The farm breeds turtles for tourist viewing and as meat for local use. If approved, turtle shells could be sold to tourists as souvenirs. 

  Conservationists argue the risk of reopening even limited trade would enhance existing illicit commerce in turtles in the rest of the Caribbean. 

  "The risk is too great. We've seen it in other species. As soon as you start legitimizing one case, it promotes trade," turtle expert Sarah   Tyack of the International Fund for Animal Welfare told Reuters. 

  Britain's animal health minister, Elliot Morley, said, "We take that argument seriously and it is of course one of the issues that will obviously come under discussion when this proposal is debated in Santiago." 

  CITES delegates voted 38-24 against the proposal in a first round of balloting last week, but the matter could be raised in another vote this  week. 

  Several hundred adult Green Turtles, found worldwide in tropical ocean waters, live at the farm as well as a large number of young. 

  Environmentalists allege a high mortality rate, poor water quality and overcrowded pools at the farm. 

  "We are very concerned that the U.K. seems to be actively promoting a farm which clearly has rather low welfare standards," said Robert  Atkinson of Britain's Royal Society for the Prevention for Cruelty to Animals. 

  Britain says the farm meets CITES criteria. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Pravda

11 November

UNEP Takes Action to Protect Wildlife
Global action is to be taken against criminals who exploit wildlife, under new schemes to be introduced by the UNEP, it was announced in Chile at the weekend at the Conference of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

Illegal trade in wildlife is the third source of criminal income, behind arms and drugs and it is a practice which places numerous species in danger of extinction. Among the products mentioned in the illegal trading were beluga caviar, which costs 950 USD for 125 grammes in European airport shops. 

Willem Wijnstekers, the Secretary-General of CITES, declared that local hunters and fishermen also end up being exploited: “While these hard-pressed workers scour the wilderness to earn small amounts of money to feed their families, the crime syndicates that control the poaching and smuggling reap enormous profits”. 

The Conference will debate the success of previous measures taken against illegal traders of caviar and ivory and new measures to enforce policy against poachers and smugglers. 

Timothy BANCROFT-HINCHEY 

PRAVDA.Ru 



________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

November 11, 2002 SECTION: International News 

Depleted uranium remains environmental concern in Bosnia: UN 

Experts from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Monday they have detected depleted uranium in

      three military facilities in Bosnia hit in NATO airstrikes during the country's 1992-1995 war, stressing that

      deployment of soldiers there presents a health risk. 

      "Seven years after the conflict, depleted uranium still remains an environmental concern," Pekka Haavisto,

      the UNEP team leader, told reporters here. 

      Preliminary findings of testing for depleted uranium (DU) conducted by UNEP last month revealed the

      presence of radioactive hotspots and pieces of DU weapons at three sites: a tank repair factory and

      ammunition storage area in Hadzici near Sarajevo, and military barracks in Han Pijesak in eastern Bosnia,

      Haavisto said. "We are concerned about the situation at the Hadzici tank repair facility and Han Pijesak

      barracks" as DU dust was detected "inside buildings" currently used by local business or local troops, he

      added. 

      According to NATO, each of the two areas was hit by 200 depleted uranium shells. 

      During airstrikes against Bosnian Serbs in 1994 and 1995 Bosnia was hit by three tonnes of depleted uranium

      NATO shells. 

      "When people are working in buildings that have not been decontaminated unnecessary risks are being

      taken," Haavisto said, adding that the team had recommended "immediate decontamination" of the facilities. 

      The UNEP team took some 200 soil, water, air and other samples from 14 locations across the country

      which are being tested in nuclear laboratories in Italy, Britain and Switzerland, with final results expected in

      March, Haavisto said. 

      Last year the UNEP concluded that depleted uranium shells used by NATO forces in Yugoslavia had not

      caused widespread contamination, but recommended contaminanted areas to be fenced off and marked. 

      In early 2001 many NATO and non-NATO countries raised concern over a possible link between the use of

      depleted uranium ammunition in the Balkans and increased cancer rates among soldiers who had participated

      in peacekeeping operations in Bosnia and the Serb province of Kosovo. 

      A NATO committee has said that scientific and medical research has so far not shown any link between

      depleted uranium and reported health problems. 

      However, Haavisto said that slightly radioactive and toxic DU may have a "long-term negative effect" if

      carried close to the body or if DU dust has been inhaled, which may relate to kidney problems. 

      The UNEP is also examining cancer rates in Sarajevo, Banja Luka and the eastern town of Bratunac, where

      many refugees from areas hit during bombing raids now live. 

      Bosnian officials said at the time that the number of cancer cases increased after the war, but gave no

      evidence to link it with depleted uranium.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream 

November 11, 2002 

 Experts find traces of depleted uranium from NATO ammunition on three sites in Bosnia 

U.N. experts said Monday they found three radioactive hotspots in Bosnia resulting from ammunition

      containing depleted uranium used during NATO airstrikes in 1995. 

      The team published preliminary results after investigating 14 sites in Bosnia for a month, using highly      sensitive instruments. Two spots in the Sarajevo suburb of Hadzici and one at Han Pijesak in the Bosnian Serb republic showed a presence of radioactivity, a press release from the United Nations Environmental  Program (UNEP), said. During its 1995 bombings of Serb positions around Sarajevo, NATO aircraft used      munitions containing depleted uranium, a slightly radioactive heavy metal that is effective for piercing armor. According to the Bosnian government, some 10,800 of such rounds - 30 mm armor-piercing projectiles - were fired in Bosnia. 

      Buried in the soil, such ordnance can contaminate ground water, leading to up to a 100-fold increase in      uranium levels in drinking water. 

      "We are concerned about the situation at the Hadzici tank repair facility and the Han Pijesak barracks," said     Pekka Haavisto, the chairman of the UNEP task force. 

      The team detected depleted uranium-related materials and dust inside buildings that are currently used by      local business or, like in Han Pijesak, by Bosnian Serb army troops as storage facilities, he said. 

      Before using facilities targeted by ammunition containing depleted uranium, the area has to be properly      cleaned up to prevent unnecessary health risks. Such decontamination should be done by experts, Haavisto      said in his statement. 

      The 17 international experts were invited by the Bosnian government to investigate rumors claiming depleted      uranium still present in the environment may have adversely affected the health of not only the local  population but also of the international peacekeepers in Bosnia. The rumors had prompted several governments to investigate their troops serving in this Balkan country. 

      The expert team advised the Bosnian government to start decontaminating the three sites and educating   the population about the hazard. 

      Apart from this team, a medical sub-team composed of experts from the World Health Organization and the      U.S. Army, visited several hospitals in Bosnia, collecting medical data and statistics. 

      A full report was to be published in a UNEP report in March 2003.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

United Press International 

November 11, 2002 Monday 15:30 PM Eastern Time 

Outside View: DDT still saving lives 

Jocchonia Gumede, a South African who resides in the malarial region of northern KwaZulu Natal, would have

      welcomed the recent calls by malaria activists, including the highly regarded economist Jeffrey Sachs, to

      increase the funding and commitment to fight the disease. His enthusiasm however could be dampened by

      the outcome of U.N. Environment Program meetings in Pretoria this week. 

      Gumede lost several relatives during the malaria epidemic in South Africa in the late 1990s when the number

      of cases rose by over 1,000 percent and the hospitals and clinics simply could not cope with the crisis. A

      major reason for the epidemic was the removal of DDT from the malaria control program -- the result of

      ferocious environmentalist pressure. The South African Department of Health reintroduced DDT in 2000 and

      in one year saw an 80 percent reduction in the number of cases. Since then malaria has almost become a

      rarity for physicians 

      It is not only in South Africa that DDT is saving lives. Dr. John Goyere from World Health Organization Africa

      estimates that over 16 million people in seven different African countries, including Ethiopia, Eritrea and

      Madagascar, are currently protected by the insecticide. 

      In an exciting example of private provision of public health, the Konkola Copper Mine in Zambia started

      malaria control in the two towns around its mining operations using DDT. As explained by Dr. Brian Sharp and

      others in a recent paper in the Journal of Tropical Medicine and International Health, after one spraying

      round, the number of malaria cases was dramatically reduced. 

      Some environmentalists now recognize the importance of DDT to public health programs in poor countries.

      The remarkable insecticide has been given an exemption for production and use under the Stockholm

      Convention, which aims to restrict or eliminate 12 persistent organic pollutants, POPs, of which DDT is one. 

      There is concern about DDT because of its persistence in the environment and its ability to bio-accumulate

      in the fatty tissues of animals. But it is used highly selectively in malaria control, however, and is sprayed in

      tiny quantities on the insides of houses where it kills the deadly Anopheles mosquitoes. The human health

      concerns around DDT have been widely exaggerated. DDT is not a human carcinogen and in the 50 years of

      its widespread use, not a single scientific paper has been able to replicate a case of actual human harm from

      its use. 

      When it comes to malaria control, DDT's persistency is a great asset. Before DDT use, malaria control

      officers had to spray the natural pyrethrum insecticide almost every two weeks. DDT only needs to be

      sprayed once a year, greatly reducing the costs of malaria control and increasing efficacy. 

      But UNEP has come to Pretoria to discuss the implementation of the Stockholm Convention, which has been

      signed by numerous African countries. Ensuring the continued availability of DDT is of great concern for

      public health officers around the world and it is a relief to them that the convention allows provision for this.

      However the convention places onerous obligations on poor countries as regards the continued need, use,

      storage and trade of DDT. For health systems that are already stretched, these additional directives from

      Geneva are not helpful. 

      UNEP is calling for "sustainable" alternative strategies for malaria control. But most of these, like the use of

      fish that eat mosquito larvae, are expensive and haphazard in effect. UNEP will only countenance

      insecticide spraying as a last option. 

      For most malaria scientists, the pronouncements by UNEP must be viewed as somewhat patronizing. For

      decades medical entomologists, parasitologists, physicians and other scientists from around the globe have

      been studying the Anopheles mosquitoes and the malaria parasite in an attempt to improve malaria control. 

      When malaria control officers choose to use DDT, or indeed any other insecticide, it is not out of laziness or

      an unwillingness to try other methods, but because it is the best and most cost effective way to save lives.

      When the United States and Europe used DDT and the 11 other POPs, their populations became ever more

      healthy and wealthy. They could afford to develop and use cleaner technologies and could pay for an

      improved natural environment. The use of POPs, superficially at least is highly consistent with sustainable

      development, however one chooses to define it. 

      Under the convention, DDT remains an option for vector borne disease control until affordable and effective

      alternatives are available. And new insecticides are needed. Mosquito resistance to other insecticides is a

      reality and hampers the fight against malaria. However the development of new, long-lasting and effective

      insecticides is made ever more difficult by the excessive risk aversion in Europe. European regulators often

      reject technologies if they cannot be proven to have no negative impacts. This is unscientific and places

      impossible burdens on any new insecticide developer. 

      Add to this the reluctance of donor agencies and U.N. organizations to use insecticides and the prospect for

      new insecticide development remain poor. 

      One may well question then why countries like Rwanda, Burundi and the Congo would be interested in

      implementing the convention when the public health benefits are small and they clearly have other, more

      pressing problems. This was all made clear by the UNEP Chemicals deputy director, John Whitelaw when he

      encouraged these countries to ratify the convention so that they could access the donor funds to deal with

      POPs. 

      Financial transfers to bureaucrats in Africa have done little to improve the lives of most Africans (except of

      course the bureaucrats). Donor funding has only ensured continued poverty, environmental destruction and

      has propped up some of the worlds most vile and corrupt regimes. 

      Malarial countries should avoid the poisoned chalice offered by UNEP and should make decisions based on

      what makes best sense for their people and economies -- if that means continued use of POPs, then hooray.

      Richard Tren is a director of the South African health non-governmental organization, Africa Fighting Malaria,

      and has been attending the UNEP workshops

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

EU backs calls for end to  cod fishing

               Cod stocks have been devastated by over-fishing  A panel of European Union scientific experts has backed calls for a virtual shutdown of key fishing grounds. 

               A committee advising the European Commission endorsed last month's report by the International               Council for the Exploration of the Sea. 

               The independent body of scientists called for a total ban on fishing for cod in the North Sea, Irish Sea and waters off the west coast of Scotland. 

               They also recommended a   moratorium on catching other species such as haddock and whiting, where cod is often caught by mistake. 

               The commission said the details of the latest report were being studied carefully ahead of crucial talks with fishing industry representatives on 18 November. 

               Earlier, fisheries commissioner Franz Fischler held out  hope at talks in Dublin that limited fishing could be

               allowed to continue next year. 

               But he said the committee advice was clear. "The surest  way forward is a closure of the cod and associated  fisheries." 

               Fishermen pressure 

               Fishermen's leaders have said that if a ban were put in  place the industry faced ruin. 

               Struan Stevenson, chairman of the European Parliament  Fisheries Committee and Scottish Conservative MEP, said: "The impact of these scientific recommendations would be catastrophic to the British fishing industry,               costing upwards of 20,000 jobs and one billion pounds out of the UK economy." 

               The commission has admitted that the social and economic effects of the measures would be great. Last week, it earmarked $600m to help fishermen hurt by plans to reform the fishing  industry. 

               Its report will be scrutinised  by governments across the  EU who will meet in Brussels next month for               the annual allocation of fishing quotas. 

               Some, like Britain, are under strong pressure from  their fishermen to resist   attempts to cut quotas.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

November 12, 2002

UNEP to use indigenous skills in taming African deserts 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Indigenous knowledge on land management techniques will be applied in degraded lands bordering Africa's deserts under a plan unveiled Monday by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). The US$50 million plan is aimed at healing degraded lands and conserving the rich and unique plant life that has evolved to survive in dry and arid lands. Some governments and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) are supporting the project that will help the gathering and sharing of traditional, indigenous knowledge on land management techniques in nine African countries. These countries are Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe. UNEP Executive director Klaus Toepfer said the initiative offered the best hope for giving the dry areas a new lease of life as well as providing an opportunity for the residents to make better use of their lands. "This new phase of Desert Margins Programme, with the crucial support from GEF, is in line with the poverty reduction aims of the plan of implementation agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) just over a month ago. "Land degradation, desertification and drought has also been identified as a first priority for the environment component of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and it cannot have come at a moment too soon," Toepfer said at the launch of the plan in Nairobi.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027069&dte=11/11/2002
Mavoco to host Maputo's new industrial waste dump 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Mozambican authorities have decided to create a new landfill for industrial dangerous wastes at Mavoco in the locality of Beluluane, on the outskirts of Maputo. Beluluane is scheduled to become a major industrial park, and is already home to the country's largest and most modern factory, the MOZAL aluminium smelter, Mozambique news agency  (AIM) reports. The new landfill, regarded as key to the implementation of government policy on the disposal of dangerous waste, should be inaugurated between April and June next year. Felicio Fernando, chief of the Environment Pollution Prevention Department, in the Environment Ministry, is cited in Monday's issue of the daily paper "Noticias" as saying that a study of the environmental impact of the future site, occupying 50 hectares, is half way through, and its results should be brought for discussion with civil society before work begins. The study covers research on the site's hydrology, to determine the existence or otherwise of ground water and eventual fissures that might allow the contamination of that water.

 http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027035&dte=11/11/2002
Gap between environment researchers, field workers 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (PANA) – Participants at the just-ended 5th interregional conference on environment and water, held in Ouagadougou, have observed "a communication gap" between specialists and other field workers in the sector. The 200 participants of the conference, under the theme "Implementation and sustainable management of water systems for improved health and productivity in warm regions," said this had led to a lack of collaboration and co-ordination of efforts. The participants called for greater collaboration between scientists and other environmental researchers. They also called on all stakeholders to seek joint solutions to environmental problems. Amadou Hama Maiga, Chairman of the international scientific Committee for Environment and Water 2002, said the meeting was to take stock of the technical and scientific knowledge in the field of environment.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027001&dte=10/11/2002
Kenyan environmentalist for Neem 2000 forum in India 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A Kenyan environmentalist who has won acclaim due to her promotion of the neem tree, famous for its medicinal properties, will be among 500 delegates attending a World Neem Conference (Neem 2002) to run from 27 to 30 November at Mumbai, India. Environmentalist Perrin Fitter, who is the Project Director of Kenya Neem Foundation, will present a paper on the "Role of Neem in Poverty Alleviation in Kenya" at the meeting. Fitter has been invited to participate at the conference, themed "Neem for Sustainable Development," due to her contributions in popularising the tree in Kenya through a series of programmes. Speaking to PANA Sunday, Fitter said that prior to participating in the conference, her foundation will on Wednesday plant 101 neem seedlings at the Lake Victoria port city of Kisumu as part of the city's centenary celebrations. Four other sites will be identified in other parts of the country to plant more neem trees, she added. The tree, which thrives in hot and humid areas of Kenya, is a medicinal plant famed for curing a cross section of diseases, including malaria. The tree is also used in the manufacture of soap, toothpaste and oils, among other products.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng026957&dte=10/11/2002
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Topical News Issues
$500,000 UN loan for Iran's northern forests
IranMania, Saturday, November 09, 2002 - 2002 - On the day that a $225mn World Bank loan was announced for the June quake-hit regions, another international loan of a much smaller amount was afforded to the Mazandaran province Management and Planning Department.
The United Nation's Environmental Program (UNEP) will extend a loan of $500,000 to assist in the creation of jobs and preventing environmental destruction in Mazandaran.
http://www.iranmania.com/news/ArticleView/Default.asp?NewsCode=12902&NewsKind=BusinessEconomy&ArchiveNews=Yes 

Brown haze after-effects
The Hindustan Times (Editorial-SK Verma, Delhi), Nov 9, 2002 - This refers to NR Mukherjee’s letter (August 19) about the retarded south-west monsoon. The UNEP’s recent report on the brown haze over South Asia cautions about effects like drought and floods. The issue of ecological imbalance in the region is quite complicated. Apart from the US naval presence in Arabian Sea, there has been a spurt in military activity in the region, particularly in Afghanistan, northern Sri Lanka, western Nepal, Kashmir Valley and Arab-Israel. There have been huge forest fires in Indonesia. There has been a considerable increase in the number of vehicles and the exhausts contribute to green house gases.
The government of India should ask UNEP for a study of atmospheric conditions and take urgent steps to mitigate the effects.
http://147.208.132.202/2002/Sep/10/181_62122,00120004.htm 

3,000 battle Australian bushfires

The Nation (Bangkok), Nov 10, 2002 – About 3,000 firefighters battled almost 100 bushfires across eastern Australia yesterday with soaring temperatures and low humidity sending some blazes out of control and burning down possibly 10 homes, fire official said…(Reuters)


Chinese dams could harm river ecology - Large state projects `put Mekong at risk' 
Bangkok Post, Nov 10, 2002 (Kultida Samabuddhi) - Thailand should be more aware of the adverse impact of Chinese hy-dropower dams and the blasting of rapids under the Mekong Navigation Channel Improvement project, a Chinese environmental expert warned yesterday.
``At present, two large-scale dams have been built, one dam is under construction, and two dams are on the way,'' Yu Xiaogang told a five-day public forum on River Basin Development in the Mekong region, running here until Tuesday.

The Chinese dams would destroy the river's ecosystem, he said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/101102_News/10Nov2002_news10.html 

Politics undermines conservation, UN convention told
ABC (Australia), Nov 10, 2002 - Delegates attending a United Nations convention on the international trade in endgangered species have complained that politics is seriously undermining its conservation principles.
National representatives and non-governmental organisations say the wheeling and dealing at this year's meeting in Chile is among the most politicised ever, as the BBC reports. 
In principle at least CITES meetings are supposed to consider simply the science behind those species that are potentially threatened by international trade. 
http://abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s723170.htm 



Japan proposes whale trade at Cites forum
Bangkok Post, Nov 9, 2002 – Santiago – Japan is at the defence table at the 12th Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) over its proposal to resume trading in two whale species and its illegal ivory imports… (AFP)

Government to appeal Tokyo air-pollution ruling
The Japan Times, Nov 9, 2002 - The national government will appeal a court ruling that it compensate 

some Tokyo residents living near major roads for health problems from air pollution, Environment Minister Shunichi Suzuki said Friday. 
"The ruling linking asthma and air pollution is problematic as it differs from the government position (which denies there is a correlation)," Suzuki said at a news conference.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20021109a6.htm 

INDONESIAN WILDFIRES ACCELERATED GLOBAL WARMING 

 WASHINGTON, DC, November 8, 2002 (ENS) - Wildfires that scorched parts of Indonesia in 1997 spewed as much carbon into the atmosphere as the entire planet's biosphere removes from it in a year, shows new research published this week. The fires, which destroyed thousands of forest acres and left peat bogs smoldering for months, released as much as 2.6 billion metric tons of carbon - mostly in the form of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide (CO2) - into the atmosphere. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/nov2002/2002-11-08-06.asp
Climate change and Bangladesh

The Daily Star (Dr Ferdousi Begum), Nov 8, 2002 - IN its third assessment report, released in January 2001, the intergovernmental panel on climate change (IPCC), said over the 20th century the global average surface temperature has increased 0.6±0.2º C. Most of the warming occurred during two periods, 1910 to 1945 and 1976 to 2000. Globally, it is likely that the 1990s was the warmest decade and the 1998 was the warmest year since 1861. The 1990s was not only the warmest decade of the 20th century but also of the millennium. In addition to higher temperature other incidences such as intense precipitation, long dry spells and frequency of hurricanes take place.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200211/08/n2110809.htm#BODY6 

Treasure from trash

The Daily Star, Nov 8, 2002 - Garbage disposal can be a boon for a developing country such as ours, writes Md Asadullah Khan as he lists a number of innovations in waste management across the globe, including a UN award-winning venture in Bangladesh.
THE capital, according to the Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) sources, generates nearly a million tonnes of solid waste every year, dumped in landfills at Jatrabari, Matuail, Dolaikhal, Mirpur and Mohammadpur. The run-off from the landfills has long been contaminating drinking water, posing serious health hazard to the residents. 
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200211/08/n2110809.htm#BODY7 
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UNEP and UN in the News
Politics threaten conservation talks

BBC – 10 November.  Political manoeuvring is seriously undermining efforts to protect some of the world's rarest animals and plants, according to delegates at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites). National delegations and non-governmental organisations complain that this year's meeting in the Chilean capital, Santiago, is among the most politicised ever.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/2435663.stm
UN body rejects trade ban on Black Sea dolphins

SANTIAGO, Chile - A proposed ban on the trade of Black Sea bottlenose dolphins, which are sought after by the aquarium industry worldwide, was rejected at a U.N. meeting on endangered species, organizers said. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18515/story.htm
Japan faces stiff challenge in whale hunt vote

SANTIAGO, Chile - Japan faces an uphill struggle last week to try to convince a U.N. conference in Chile to loosen a ban on international whale meat trade, 16 years after commercial whaling was forbidden.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18527/story.htm
Nations Vote to Protect Minke, Bryde's Whales 

SANTIAGO, Chile, November 8, 2002 (ENS) - Countries in favor of conserving minke whales and Bryde's whales won two votes at the meeting of Parties to the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) today, turning down proposals by Japan to transfer these two species to a lower level of protection under the treaty. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/nov2002/2002-11-08-04.asp
Save The Shark - UN body may shield finned friends

SANTIAGO, Chile - The world's biggest type of fish is a shark twice as long as a bus which cruises the ocean surface with its huge mouth open in search of prey. But, in a reversal of the idea that sharks are voracious people-killers, the Whale Shark is in fact a docile plankton feeder which is more victim than predator. 

Prized in Far Eastern cuisines, the Whale Shark and its smaller cousin the Basking Shark have been hunted so thoroughly in recent years that a U.N. meeting in Chile is considering protecting them from humans.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18516/story.htm
South Africa overspent by 13.5% on Earth Summit – minister

CAPE TOWN - The bill for the Johannesburg Earth Summit, booed by environmentalists as an expensive flop, is likely to exceed the budget by 13.5 percent, Environment Affairs Minister Valli Moosa has told South Africa's parliament. Moosa said in a written response to a parliamentary question the latest estimate was that the event, officially known as the U.N. World Summit on Sustainable Development, had cost 624.3 million rand ($64.2 mln), up from a budget of 550 million rand. 

Nearly 200 countries agreed on a number of targets to reduce poverty and fight environmental degradation, but were unable to agree a programme to boost renewable energy sources.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18523/story.htm
General Environment News

Chemicals laws may cost jobs

London, 11 November. Plans to tighten European regulations on chemical safety could cost Germany hundreds of thousands of jobs, the BDI, Germany's largest employers' organisation, has warned. But environmental groups said the report amounted to scaremongering.

The BDI, which is lobbying Brussels to have the proposals watered down, says the additional cost of tighter regulations would be passed on to manufacturers. Extra costs and the possible migration of some industries outside Europe could destroy 900,000-2.3m jobs, it says. David Firn, London

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021111000868&query=chemicals&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
EU warns of cod stocks collapse

BBC – Brussels 11 November. A panel of scientific experts from the European Union is expected to deliver a report on Monday warning that cod stocks in the North Sea are close to collapse. It follows a report from an independent body of scientists last month recommending a total ban on fishing for cod, haddock and whiting in some EU waters.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2439433.stm
_______________________________________________________________________________
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ONU y nómades africanos unidos contra desertización 

Katy Salmon 

NAIROBI, 11 nov (IPS) - La Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) lanzó este lunes el mayor programa de la historia contra la desertización, uno de los problemas ambientales más graves de Africa, en colaboración con tribus nómades del continente. 
La preservación de la fertilidad de los suelos es clave para lograr la seguridad alimentaria en Africa, donde varios países sufren el espectro del hambre. 

”La degradación de los suelos, la desertización y la sequía fueron identificados como prioridad ambiental de la Nueva Asociación para el Desarrollo Económico de Africa”, destacó Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), en el lanzamiento del programa. 

_______________________________________________________________________________
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Old ivory ban faces fresh opposition, Christian Science Monitor, 12/11:  The Congo is one of handful of nations named in a recent UN-sponsored report as culprits in a growing illegal ivory trade fueled by increasing Asian demand.  An underground smuggling industry here is responsible for the deaths of thousands of elephants a year.  Conservationists credit the CITES ivory ban for saving the elephant and they argue that reopening the legal trade when poaching is already on the increase will make it impossible to police which ivory is legitimate and which, like the ivory smuggled out of the Congo, is not. (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1112/p07s02-woaf.html)

World Bank Continues to Back Polluting Incinerators, IPS, 11/11:  The World Bank continues to fund projects around the globe that include highly polluting incinerators, while it maintains that it is pouring money into plans to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gases, civil society activists say.  Last week, the World Bank launched a new 100 million dollar fund – the BioCarbon Fund -- aimed at financing projects in developing countries that could reduce emissions of greenhouse gases associated with global warming.  But Essential Action, a civil society group lobbying the Bank to end funding for polluting incinerators, says that the programme illustrates that double standards are rampant at the Washington-based institution.   They say that Bank publications and advice to southern countries continue to back waste incineration, largely failing to address current research on the technology's environmental and economic downsides, at the same time that the institution is launching funds to fight pollution and global warming.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=13534)

Survival of Fish, Deep-Sea Corals May Be Linked, Washington Post, 11/11:  In "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea," Jules Verne wrote of a forest of coral hidden from human eyes in the depths of the ocean. Although Verne couldn't have known that Hell Hole – an are between the submerged Georges and Browns banks off Nova Scotia -- and other places like it existed, his century-old novel of undersea derring-do presaged a discovery made only recently by fishermen and scientists.  Deep-sea corals -- fishermen call them "trees" -- line undersea canyons and dot the "peaks" or edges of fishing banks, where currents in steep-sided channels carry food to the corals. And where there are deep corals, it turns out, there are fish in abundance.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A30404-2002Nov8.html)

Pope lauds mountains, Washington Times, 11/11:  Pope John Paul II, an avid skier and hiker until age slowed him down, has called on nature lovers to protect mountains and their environment.  Noting that the United Nations has declared 2002 to be the year of the mountain, John Paul made saving mountains a key part of his remarks yesterday to pilgrims and tourists in St. Peter's Square. This month, participants at a summit about mountain problems, held in Kyrgyzstan, said that mountain people do not get a fair share of the benefits of global development, and that overuse has endangered fragile alpine ecosystems. A study issued by the U.N. Environment Program and the World Conservation Monitoring Center found that many mountain environments are fast disappearing because of excessive use of natural resources, improper construction, deforestation and natural hazards.  (See http://www.washtimes.com/world/20021111-23014501.htm)

US NEWS

On Global Warming, States Act Locally, Washington Post, 11/11:  With the Bush administration and Congress deadlocked over how best to combat the mounting threat of global warming, state officials across the country are taking matters into their own hands.  California has enacted legislation aimed at sharply reducing automobile and truck emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases that many scientists say are the chief culprit in the earth's rising temperature. Similar initiatives are occurring all over the country.  The collective impact of these state efforts is relatively minor compared with the worldwide dimensions of the problem. Yet state officials and environmentalists say they highlight a failure in Washington to address global warming.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A36696-2002Nov10.html)

CANADIAN NEWS

Chrétien steps up Kyoto defence, National Post, 11/11:  Prime Minister Jean Chrétien has personally stepped up his involvement in the Kyoto debate in an attempt to shore up support for the treaty and avoid further embarrassment at the hands of rivals within his own party.  Mr. Chrétien has declared he intends to introduce a motion in the House of Commons by Christmas to ratify the accord. But some MPs and the provinces are bristling at the idea of endorsing a deal before they know what it may cost Canada.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={D927CF1C-0617-4B36-A729-B9AA251AC8E6})

_______________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate  Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General  Assembly.

           Briefing by Associate Spokesman

           Good afternoon.  Pardon us for being a little bit late. 

           **Middle East

           We'll start off with a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General, concerning the events

     in Israel yesterday:

           "The Secretary-General is appalled by the attack on Kibbutz Metzer in Israel yesterday in which five people

     were killed, including two children.  The Secretary-General reiterates in the strongest possible terms his utter

     condemnation of all terrorist attacks against civilians and calls once again on all Palestinian groups to stop

     immediately all such acts of violence.

           "The Secretary-General remains very concerned at the broader issue of violence between Israelis and

     Palestinians, including both terrorist acts and the ongoing policy of extra-judicial killings.  Copies of the statement are

     available upstairs."

           Earlier today, the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed Larsen,

     also issued a statement on the attack.  He called the attack a "murderous act which is both morally and ethically

     unacceptable".  And we have Mr. Larsen's statement available upstairs as well.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council will be meeting this afternoon at 3:15, in closed consultations on Cyprus, and the

     Secretary-General is expected to brief members of the Council at that time.

           Turning back to Friday:  following consultations on the Central African Republic, Friday afternoon, the Security

     Council issued a statement to the press condemning the recent attempt to seize power by force, and urging the

     prompt deployment of an international force to that country.  Also in terms of the Council, later Friday afternoon, China,

     France and Russia transmitted to the Council President a joint statement relating to Council resolution 1441 (2002). 

     And that statement should be available upstairs as a public document.

           **Secretary-General in Washington

           I'd like to announce the Secretary-General's upcoming trip to Washington.  He will leave for Washington, D.C.,

     tomorrow afternoon to attend the UN Association of the United States International Visionaries Award Dinner, where he

     will be honoured and he's expected to make remarks.  On Wednesday, he will travel to the University of Maryland to

     deliver the annual Anwar Al Sadat Memorial lecture.  His speech will focus on the current state of peace efforts

     in the Middle East.  He will also receive an honorary doctorate from the University of Maryland.

           He will take advantage of his presence in Washington to meet with United States Secretary of State Colin

     Powell on Tuesday afternoon before the UNA/USA dinner, and he will then meet with President George W. Bush on

     Wednesday afternoon before returning back to New York.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           Some notes from the missions.  The UN mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo informs us that

     yesterday it repatriated voluntarily to Kigali 114 Rwandans (55 ex-combatants and 59 dependents) who had been

     stationed at Kamina south east of the Democratic Republic.  Upon arrival, the repatriated Rwandans will spend a few

     days at a Demobilization Centre before being reunited with their families and reintegrated into civilian life.  A press

     release from the mission is available upstairs.

           **Afghanistan Reconstruction

           On Afghanistan, the reconstruction of the Kabul-Kandahar-Herat Road began yesterday.  The United Nations

     Assistance Mission in that country welcomed the inauguration of the project and said that major reconstruction

     projects like this were essential for the country, as they provided job opportunities and promoted national integration as

     well as economic and social development in rural and urban areas.  The Kabul-Kandahar-Herat road is a project

     financed by the Governments of Japan, Saudi Arabia and the United States.

           **Guatemala

           Couple of reports out on the racks.  The Secretary-General’s report on the United Nations Verification Mission

     in Guatemala, known as MINUGUA, is out today.  The report recommends a renewal of the mandate of the mission

     through 31 December 2003.  The Secretary-General says the Mission has already begun a transition programme that

     will intensify in 2003, and adds that there is no guarantee that the Guatemalan sectors involved in the transition will be

     strong enough to assume their additional responsibilities before the planned departure of MINUGUA.  The Government

     of Guatemala has requested an extension of that Mission until 2004.

           **East Timor

           Also out on the racks today is a report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Mission of Support in

     East Timor, known as UNMISET.  The report reviews the first five months of the mission and says that commitments

     made between the Governments of Indonesia and Timor-Leste, if realized, will allow UNMISET to keep to its schedule

     for reduction and withdrawal.

           “The progress that has taken place in the country”, the Secretary-General writes, “offers great promise”.  He

     urges the Security Council and the international community to remain engaged and build on contributions made so far

     to bring the promise to its full realization.

           **Human Rights in Côte d'Ivoire

           On human rights in Côte d'Ivoire, on Friday evening, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio

     Vieira de Mello, issued a statement expressing his concern at the violations of international human rights and

     humanitarian law in Côte d'Ivoire, as shown in the increase in summary executions, arbitrary detention, kidnapping and

     torture in that country.  Vieira de Mello recalled that in his letter to President Laurent Gbagbo on October 15, he stated

     that it was the Government's responsibility to put a stop to those guilty of these grave violations.  De Mello added that

     a number of these violations could lead to international judicial investigations.

           The High Commissioner also calls on the Government of Côte d'Ivoire to immediately open an independent and

     in-depth investigation, and urges all the parties in the current conflict to put an end to violence and to re-establish a

     climate of national reconciliation.  The full statement from Mr. de Mello is available upstairs.

           **Biological Weapons

           Today in Geneva, a two-week review session of the Biological Weapons Convention opened. 

     Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Jayantha Dhanapala, who is there, told reporters that a proposal

     before the session, which suggests the establishment of a mechanism to monitor compliance with the Convention,

     represents a modest achievement, and should be adopted.  He said that what mattered now was that for all sides to

     focus on further progress, rather than “crying over spilt milk because of the lack of consensus thus far.

           The session’s chairman, Ambassador Tibor Toth of Hungary, said the two-week meeting would not focus on

     reaching agreement on a final declaration, but rather would try to achieve consensus on a paper that would allow work

     to continue on topics like biosecurity and assistance to countries dealing with man-made diseases.  We have more

     information on that meeting available upstairs.

           **Other Press Releases

           A few press releases to flag for you.  The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced a

     new project to halt the spread of desertification and to heal the lands on the margins of the African desert.  The newly

     replenished Global Environment Facility will provide more than $16 million of the $50 million project which will look into

     the key causes of land degradation and damage in areas from the Sudano-Sahelian Zone of Senegal to the Acacia

     Savanna in Zimbabwe, and draw up an action plan for recovery.  The rest of the funding will be provided by

     governments, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and other international institutions.

           **World Chronicle

           The World Chronicle programme, and that would be number 873, with Mervat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of

     the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house

     channels three or 31.

           **Press Conference

           Lastly, a press conference tomorrow.  Jean Ziegler, the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, will be here

     to brief you on his work.  Any questions? 

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  I understand a plan was given by the Secretary-General to the (Cyprus) parties today?

           Associate Spokesman:  Earlier today in Nicosia, the Secretary-General's Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro

     de Soto, met with the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides.  During that meeting, what De Soto conveyed reflects

     the deliberations of the Secretary-General on Cyprus.  At the same time, here in New York, the

     Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, met with a representative of Turkish Cypriot leader

     Rauf Denktash to pass on the same information.  We do expect a statement on Cyprus, with more information for you,

     once the Security Council deliberations have finished.

           Question:  If it's not a plan, then what can we call it?  Ideas?

           Associate Spokesman:  Until three o'clock or until we get a statement, you can say that what was conveyed

     to both the Greek Cypriot leader and to the representative of the Turkish Cypriot leader, was the results of the

     Secretary-General's deliberations on Cyprus.

           Question:  This statement to which you refer, is it a statement by the Secretary-General?

           Associate Spokesman:  It'll be a statement by our office, by the Secretary-General, giving you more

     information on what you are all asking about and which I'm not answering. 

           Question:  Will the President of the Security Council make a statement?

           Associate Spokesman:  That's up to him.  I think we'll have to wait until the consultations are over.

           Question:  Is there any time period to start and complete the negotiations on Cyprus?

           Associate Spokesman:  I don't want to go into any detail until the Secretary-General's had a chance to brief

     the Security Council, and then we'll be more than happy to answer all of your questions. 

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.  This morning, the General Assembly plenary heard the statement of Mohamed ElBaradei,

     Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and then commenced discussion of the IAEA

     report for the year 2001.  Some 21 Member States are inscribed to speak and Mr. ElBaradei’s statement is available

     on the third floor at the documents counter.

           The plenary this afternoon is expected to continue discussion on this item and it's expected to take a decision

     on draft resolutions A/57/L.17 and L.14, also on this item.  The Assembly will then take up discussion of items on the

     Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the situation in Central America

     and the South American zone of peace and cooperation.

           The Special Political and Decolonization committee holds a general debate on the report of the Special

     Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People.

           The Second Committee (Economic and Financial) holds informals this morning, and this afternoon holds a

     panel discussion on “Cooperation in Taxation Matters”.  This Panel will be chaired by the Chairman of the Second

     Committee, Marco Antonio Suazo, and will focus on the role of international cooperation in tax matters.  After the

     conclusion of the panel discussion the Committee will take up macroeconomic policy question:  trade and

     development.

           The Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) continues general discussion on human rights

     questions, and this afternoon will hold a dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Jean Ziegler. 

           The Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) discusses the UN common system, UN pension system

     and the programme budget for the biennium 2002-2003.  Tomorrow, the Assembly plenary will discuss agenda item

     26:  The necessity of ending the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of

     America against Cuba.  Report of the Secretary-General and draft resolution A/57/L.5.  Any questions?  Thank you.

           Question:  What kind of statement did Mr. ElBaradei deliver?

           Associate Spokesman:  He was delivering the report for the Agency,

     for 2001. 

· *** *

_______________________________________________________________________



M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan presents Greek Cypriot, Turkish Cypriot leaders plan to settle Cyprus question

*
Secretary-General appalled by deadly attack on kibbutz

*
Annan set for visit to Washington, D.C., meetings with senior US officials
*
DR of Congo: UN repatriates 55 ex-Rwandan soldiers and their dependants

*
UN mission preparing to pass on reform roles to Guatemalan actors, Annan says

*
With international help, Timor-Leste making steady progress – Annan

*
UN official urges adoption of anti-biological weapons monitoring mechanism

*
Kosovo: UN condemns rock-throwing incident against potential Serb returnees

*
UN agency launches $50 million project to reverse land degradation in Africa

*
Afghanistan: UN welcomes release of 20 women prisoners

*
UN meeting focuses on using modern technology for disaster management in Asia

* * * *

Cyprus

11 November – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today gave to the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, a document providing a “basis for agreement” on a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem.

“I think the parties know what I have put before them and they are going to study it,” the Secretary-General told reporters after briefing the Security Council behind closed doors this afternoon. He added that he had asked the two sides to give their reactions to the text by 18 November.

“We’ve had to look at many issues and many different possible options and I believe I’ve put before them what I consider a sound and optimal proposal,” said Mr. Annan, who did not rule out the need for future meetings with the parties. “I know it’s going be a tough decision for them. It’s going to require courage, wisdom and vision, and I’m confident they are capable of it.”

The Secretary-General said in a response to a question that his role “is that of a helper-expediter” to get the two side to come to a comprehensive agreement. “I think they realize we have a limited opportunity as we move forward, that there is a unique time in the possibility of getting a united Cyprus into the European Union,” he said.

Reacting to the Secretary-General’s announcement, the Council President for the month of November, Ambassador Zhang Yishan of China, said in a press statement that the 15-member body welcomed Mr. Annan’s “decision [to propose the text] and reaffirmed their full support for the continuation of the Secretary-General’s mission of good offices.”

Copies of the document have also been given to Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom in their capacity as guarantor powers under the 1960 Treaty of Guarantee. A spokesman for the Secretary-General noted that Mr. Annan has asked the two Cypriot leaders not to take a formal public position on what he has submitted to them but instead to take some time to consider them. “[He] hopes that they will exercise the necessary discretion in this regard,” the spokesman said.

* * *

Middle East

11 November – Reacting to Sunday’s attack on Kibbutz Metzer in Israel, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said he is appalled by the incident, which left five people dead, including a mother and her two children, and reiterated his condemnation of all terrorist acts against civilians.

A statement by a spokesman for the Secretary-General called “once again on all Palestinian groups to stop immediately all such acts of violence,” saying Mr. Annan remains “very concerned” at the broader issue of violence between Israelis and Palestinians, including both terrorist acts and the ongoing policy of extra-judicial killings.

Earlier today, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, condemned “this murderous act as morally and ethically unacceptable.”

Such actions, he said, also spur further hatred and mistrust between Israelis and Palestinians, which all too often lead to the deaths of innocent civilians. Mr. Roed-Larsen urged all parties to exert maximum restraint to avoid entering a new stage in the bloody cycle of violence that has engulfed them for the past two years.

* * * 

Secretary-General

11 November – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, is set to leave Tuesday for the Washington, D.C. area, where he will meet with senior officials from the United States and take part in other activities, a UN spokesman announced today.

Mr. Annan is slated to leave Tuesday afternoon to attend the UN Association of the US International Visionaries Award Dinner, where he will be honoured and make remarks.

On Wednesday, the Secretary-General will travel to the University of Maryland to deliver the annual Anwar Sadat Memorial lecture, focusing on the current state of peace efforts in the Middle East. He will also receive an honorary doctorate.

Mr. Annan “will take advantage of his presence in Washington to meet with US Secretary of State Colin Powell on Tuesday afternoon before the UNA dinner, and then with President George W. Bush on Wednesday afternoon,” spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.

* * *

DR of Congo

11 November – The United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC) today said that it has repatriated dozens of soldiers and their dependants in the latest wave of returning foreign troops to their home countries.

MONUC said that 55 former soldiers from Rwanda, along with 59 dependents, who had been housed by the DRC Government at the military base in Kamina were returned yesterday to Kigali, bringing to 178 the total number of Rwandans sent home over the weekend by the Mission. An additional 64 ex-combatants were returned on Friday.

Since early October, some 390 Rwandans have been airlifted home from Kamina, MONUC said. Upon their arrival, the returnees are scheduled to spend a few days at the Mutobo Demobilization Centre in northern Rwanda before being reunited with their families and reintegrated into civilian life.

* * *

Guatemala

11 November – With no guarantee that Guatemalan institutions would be strong enough to assume added responsibilities by the time of the planned departure of the United Nations Verification Mission (MINUGUA), Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended extending the operation’s mandate for another year, until the end of 2003.

In his latest report to the UN General Assembly, the Secretary-General says that MINUGUA is fully engaged in a transition programme that will intensify in 2003, preparing for the day when it will pass on the role of monitoring reforms and human rights to national actors.

“It is the responsibility of the Government of Guatemala to press ahead with the implementation of the peace agreements, even in the light of tight resources, limited time and political obstacles,” Mr. Annan says, calling on Guatemalans to dedicate themselves to building a just and rights-respecting society.

The Secretary-General notes that the international community is ready to provide the necessary support to Guatemala “provided that there is political will on the part of Guatemala’s authorities.”

He calls on the country’s leaders to demonstrate that political will by taking a number of actions to show their commitment to the peace agreements, including progress against impunity, thorough investigations into attacks against human rights workers, enactment of a programme of war reparations, support for the Office of the Human Rights Ombudsman and tangible advances against racial discrimination as well as justice for the country’s large indigenous population.

The voids in the coverage of a number of key areas, such as human rights, demilitarization, and indigenous rights, could become more evident if the present political trend – characterized by a growing polarization, deterioration in human rights compliance and failure to allocate adequate resources to key sectors – continued, the Secretary-General writes.

* * *

Timor-Leste

11 November – In the five months since independence, the people and leaders of Timor-Leste have continued to consolidate the foundations of their country, making steady progress with the help of the international community, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report.

“The gains of the past three years are being reinforced through the continuing international presence and commitment, both through the presence of UNMISET and through bilateral contributions,” the Secretary-General observes in his latest report to the Security Council, referring to the UN Mission of Support in East Timor. However, the country’s emerging institutions remain fragile and will require international assistance, he adds.

The completion of the Mission’s implementation plan, which is generally on target, and a smooth transition to traditional development assistance will require complementary provision of sufficient bilateral assistance in a number of key areas, the Secretary-General notes, naming justice, corrections, police, border control and defence as still needing international support.

The report also points out that sufficient donor support is essential for filling all 228 positions focused on development and poverty alleviation. “Continued donor support both for these posts and other needs is essential for the longer-term stability of Timor-Leste,” Mr. Annan writes. “Some donors have indicated that this requirement would have to be met through a reallocation of their existing commitments to budget support and other development assistance.”

Meanwhile, earlier assumptions about progress towards demarcation of the border with Indonesia have proven optimistic, the Secretary-General says, although the commitments made between the Governments of Indonesia and Timor-Leste will, if realized, allow UNMISET to keep to its schedule for reduction and ultimate withdrawal.

“The progress that has taken place in the country offers great promise,” Mr. Annan says. “While recognizing the competing claims on the international community’s attention and resources, I urge the Security Council and donor community to remain engaged, to build upon its outstanding contributions to date and to bring this promise to its full realization.”

* * *

Biological weapons

11 November – A senior United Nations official has urged countries meeting to review an anti-biological weapons treaty to adopt a proposal that establishes a mechanism to monitor compliance with the international accord.
Speaking at a press conference on the resumed session of the Fifth Review Conference of the Biological Weapons Convention, which opened today in Geneva, UN Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs Jayantha Dhanapala said the proposal was a modest achievement and proved that the accord was a “viable treaty” that could be further developed.

What mattered now was that all sides focus on further progress, rather than “crying over spilt milk” over the lack of consensus thus far, Mr. Dhanapala said, adding that he thought it important that the United States remain involved in the process, particularly regarding the proposal.

The session’s chairman, Ambassador Tibor Toth of Hungary, said the two-week meeting would not focus on reaching agreement on a final declaration, but rather would try to achieve consensus on a paper that would allow work to continue on topics like bio-security and assistance to countries dealing with man-made diseases.

* * *
Kosovo

11 November – The United Nations has strongly condemned a rock-throwing incident during a visit last week of prospective Serb returnees to their pre-war homes.

The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), along with the international force for Kosovo (KFOR) decried the incident, which took place on 7 November near the town of Grmovo in the Viti/Vitina Municipality during a United Methodist Committee on Relief-sponsored “go-and-see” visit.

According to the UN Mission, a group of Albanian males deliberately disrupted the convoy of vehicles by throwing rocks and eggs, breaking windows of several vehicles and slightly injuring a UN police officer and one male Serb returnee.

“This incident goes against the very fabric of progress here in Kosovo and does not indicate the unwillingness of the vast majority of the citizens to support minority returns,” said Pasqualino Verdecchia, UNMIK regional administrator for Gjilan/Gnjilane.

UN and Kosovo police, and KFOR are investigating the incident. Police temporarily apprehended at least one individual for questioning.
* * * 
Land degradation

11 November – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today launched a $50 million pioneering project that would determine the key causes of land degradation in Africa and draw up plans to stop and reverse the destruction.

Backed by Governments and the Global Environmental Facility, the project also involves the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) in identifying a number of key dry lands in nine African countries, including Zimbabwe, Senegal, Namibia and Kenya.

The project aims to offset some of the worst impacts of global warming and develop alternative livelihoods, UNEP said, citing a pilot study in Mali that has shown that planting banks of trees for fodder, close to the city, cut pressure on nearby forests while boosting incomes. “The fodder ‘banks’ are producing 4.5 tons per hectare, giving an income of $630 a year in a country where the average annual wage is $270,” the agency said.

The scheme would also seek to harmonize modern land management techniques with traditional ones, which local people and tribes developed for survival in harsh, low rainfall areas and which have allowed them to grow crops and graze livestock without sacrificing the fertility and stability of the land, UNEP said. The action plans for the scheme would serve as the blueprints for land recovery and wildlife conservation projects in similar kinds of desert margin areas elsewhere in Africa.

Rising populations in Africa over the past few decades and the gradual erosion of traditional values and cultivation methods in favour of Western or Northern-style systems has intensified pressure on desert-fringed lands and their biodiversity, UNEP said.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that 66 per cent of Africa is classified as desert or dry lands, while 46 per cent is vulnerable to desertification and more than half considered at high or very high risk. “There is no silver bullet to solve these complex problems,” he said. “But we must solve them for the sake of the people living there and for the sake of the hauntingly beautiful landscapes that play their own role in the web of life.”

* * *

Afghanistan

11 November – The United Nations has welcomed a recent decree issued by Afghan President Hamid Karzai to pardon 20 women who were held in a Kabul prison on charges of committing minor crimes.

“The UN has been supporting efforts of the Transitional Authority to examine the human rights situation of prisoners, in particular of women, and welcomes the expected release of this first batch of women prisoners,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva, a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), said at a press briefing yesterday in Kabul. The move by President Karzai was in conjunction with the month of Ramadan, he added.

A report earlier this year by the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Afghanistan, Kamal Hussein, drew attention to the plight of female prisoners being detained for violating social codes, Mr. de Almeida e Silva said, noting that they have been accused of moral crimes such as prostitution, adultery and running away with another man, as well as property crime.

The female prisoners were due to be released on Saturday but a last-minute decision by the Ministry of Interior to further investigate the crimes of one of the prisoners delayed the release of the group until Sunday morning, the spokesman said. A UNAMA team of human rights officers was expected at the prison to await the release of the 20 women.

A commission comprised of the Ministry of Interior and Kabul prison authority has also recommended the release of another 13 female prisoners and is studying the release of 140 men in the coming weeks. There are currently 35 women in Kabul prison, whose sentences vary from 5 months to 2 years.

“The situation of women is quite challenging,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said. “Lacking medical care and high hygiene standards, some cells were found to have mice and rats. The situation of women prisoners with children is particularly worrying, as there are no facilities for childcare.”

* * *
Disaster management

11 November – Harnessing modern technology and increasing regional cooperation in disaster preparedness could save lives and help prevent some of the billions of dollars in property damage each year across Asian and the Pacific, United Nations officials stressed today at a meeting in Bangkok.

“Many lives could be saved and tragedy mitigated, if effective disaster management measures are undertaken,” Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), said in an opening address to the UN Regional Workshop on the Use of Space Technology for Disaster Management.

The five-day Workshop, co-organized by ESCAP and the Vienna-based UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA), has attracted 130 participants from 32 countries. A number of representatives from other UN agencies, intergovernmental organizations and various national and regional institutions are also attending.

These experts are sharing their knowledge and experience in using space and satellite technology to prepare for and respond to natural and man made disasters.

According to UN officials, from January to September, natural catastrophes in the world have cost countries and communities an estimated $56 billion. The Asia-Pacific region has been one of the worst hit, accounting for half of the world’s major emergencies.

During the last five months, more than 20 countries have endured serious flooding, resulting in the deaths of 2,300 people, and forcing 16 million people from their homes. In Thailand alone, the floods affected 7 million acres of farmland and 80,000 people needed treatment for water-borne, flood related, illnesses, according to Pinij Jarusombat, Minister of Science and Technology of the Royal Thai Government.

ESCAP recently established a new Information, Communication and Space Technology Division, and the secretariat has also been active, in cooperation with the World Meteorology Organization (WMO), in successfully promoting the establishment of the Typhoon Committee and the ESCAP/WMO Panel on Tropical Cyclones.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "deserts" ��DPA - U.N. launches project to halt advance of Africa's deserts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Scientists" ��REUTERS - Scientists to tap tribal wisdom to save arid lands� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wisdom" ��CNN - Tribal wisdom tapped to save arid lands


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Hope" ��ENS - New Hope for Renewal of Africa's Desert Margins� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Desertification" ��AFP - UNEP tests traditional methods against desertification


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Initiative" ��Xinhua - New  initiative launched to combat desertification in Africa� 


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Skills" ��PANA - UNEP to use indigenous skills in taming African deserts� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nomads" ��IPS - UN, Traditional African Nomads to Tackle Desertification� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Africa" ��Voice of America - UN Aims to Fight Desertification in Africa�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Whaling" ��BBC  - Japan fails to reverse  whaling ban


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Turtles" ��REUTERS - Britain under fire over turtles at UN meeting�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wildlife" ��PRAVDA - UNEP Takes Action to Protect Wildlife


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Uranium" ��AFP - Depleted uranium remains environmental concern in Bosnia


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Ammunition" ��AP -  Experts find traces of depleted uranium … ammunition


�� HYPERLINK  \l "DDT" ��UPI - Outside View: DDT still saving lives� 
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