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Xinhua General News Service

 October 11, 2004 Monday 
HEADLINE: UN hosts first women's environment assembly in Kenya

DATELINE: NAIROBI

BODY:


More than 140 prominent women environmentalists from 60 countries met Monday at the Nairobi- based United Nations headquarters to express their concerns about the global environment.

The three-day meeting was opened by United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who said that women are uniquely vulnerable to environment-related health problems and are "often in the front line in terms of poverty, managing land and waterways, and sustaining communities." 

"The role of women and their know-how is often undervalued and ignored. All too often they are treated as second-class citizens, with fewer rights and lower status than men," said Toepfer. "It is high time that national and international policies reflect gender differences and give far greater weight to the empowerment of women."

Among the headline speakers was Wangari Maathai, winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize. She delivered a speech with the theme "A World in Need of Women's Leadership." 

Under the banner "Women As the Voice for the Environment (WAVE), " the first Global Women's Assembly on the Environment would highlight the crucial roles women play in conservation and sustainable development. 

Participants would develop a Manifesto on Women and Environment with concrete policy recommendations and a portfolio of specific project ideas.

Discussions during the WAVE meeting would cover a wide range of gender-related topics, including how women and children are often the first victims of poverty, environmental degradation and conflict.

Organized by UNEP's Division of Policy Development and Law, WAVE is part of an increased emphasis by UNEP to bring women's voices to the forefront of the environmental agenda and enhance the involvement of major civil society groups in environmental management and decision-making worldwide. 
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BBC Monitoring International Reports 

October 11, 2004

HEADLINE: KENYA NOBEL WINNER TO USE SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF PRIZE-MONEY TO SET UP FOUNDATION

BODY:

This year's Nobel Peace Prize winner, Wangari Maathai, says a substantial amount of the money she won will be used to establish a foundation that will deal with issues on the environment, cultural, and democracy.

Wangari, who won 105m shillings, will be presented with the award on 10th December this year. She was speaking at the UN (complex in Nairobi suburb) Gigiri during a workshop for (the UNEP Global) Women's Assembly on the Environment:

(Maathai) Well, I am seeking advice on how to spend that money because I am used to a few shillings in my pocket. But I am sure that a good amount of it will be spent in establishing a foundation. When we won the Sophie Prize recently in Germany and we had the privilege of being with (director-general of the UN Office at Nairobi) Dr Topfer, we promised that some of that money would go into establishing a foundation. So we were working on that when this came.

Culture is extremely important in conservation and in this part of the world, culture has been greatly destroyed and we know that part of the reason why people do not have reverence to nature is because they have lost their original cultural values that made the environment very important in their lives.

Source: KTN TV, Nairobi, in English 1000 gmt 11 Oct 04

) BBC Monitoring
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Kenyan Laureate Urges Rich Nations to Ratify Kyoto

Mon Oct 11, 2004 10:29 AM ET 

By Wangui Kanina 
NAIROBI (Reuters) - Kenya's Nobel Peace Prize winner, Wangari Maathai, on Monday urged wealthy nations to ratify the Kyoto protocol on climate change to ease the burden of pollution on poor countries. 

Maathai, an outspoken environmentalist, on Friday became the first African woman to win the Peace Prize, for spearheading a tree-planting campaign to slow deforestation and aid the poor. 

"We continue to appeal to the rich countries in the world to consider patterns of lifestyle that can reduce pollution of the environment," Maathai said. 

"To not do that is to put the burden on the poor countries, which do not consume as much, don't pollute as such but who also suffer from that pollution," Maathai told reporters at the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi. 

The pact is aimed at reducing the amount of greenhouse gasses emitted by developed countries. A total of 122 nations have ratified the pact or acceded to it, according to U.N. data. 

President Vladimir Putin last month asked the Russian parliament to approve the treaty. Russia's approval would mean that nations accounting for over 55 percent of developed countries' carbon dioxide emissions are on board, the last requirement to make the treaty binding. 

The United States, the biggest polluter, withdrew in 2001 on the grounds Kyoto was too expensive and unfairly excluded developing counties. 

Other big polluters like China and Australia have yet to ratify the agreement. 

"I would like to see America not sacrifice the global environment because they have a lifestyle that they must maintain," she said. 

Scientists say a reduction of at least 70 percent of greenhouse emissions over this century is necessary to curb the worst effects of climate change, such as rising sea levels, flooding and more frequent chaotic weather events like hurricanes. 
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__________________________________________________________________________
Scoop

Monday, 11 October 2004, 12:06 pm

UN Applauds Awarding Of Nobel Peace Prize To Kenyan Environmental Activist

Describing her as “Africa’s staunchest defender of the environment,” the United Nations green agency today hailed the awarding of this year’s Nobel Peace Prize to Prof. Wangari Maathai of Kenya. 

The first African woman to receive the prize, Professor Maathai has spent decades as “a fearless opponent of the grabbing of public land and the destruction of forests, and a vigorous advocate for democracy and environmental protection,” Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said in a statement. 

Professor Maathai is Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Minister in her country’s Government and has been a lawmaker since December 2002. She also founded the Green Belt Movement, which has planted more than 20 million trees across Africa. 

“Understanding is growing throughout the world of the close links between environmental protection and global security,” Mr. Toepfer said, adding that Professor Maathai’s “lifelong and passionate fight for the environment” has contributed to sustainable development, democracy and peace. 

Mr. Toepfer also said Professor Maathai is a role model for “us all, especially the women and children of Africa, who shoulder so much of Africa’s burden of poverty, conflict and environmental degradation, and who so much deserve role models to show them the way to a better future.” 

When interviewed for a documentary by UNEP, Professor Maathai said: “I love the trees; I love the colour. To me they represent life and they represent hope. I think it is the green colour. I tell people I think heaven is green.” 

________________________________________________________________________________________
Boston News 

WASHINGTON (AP) As Iraq's new environment minister, Mishkat Al Moumin...

By John Heilprin, Associated Press, 10/8/2004 03:23

	


WASHINGTON (AP) As Iraq's new environment minister, Mishkat Al Moumin has dodged a suicide bomber that killed four of her bodyguards, run an 800-employee agency on a shoestring budget and tackled rebuilding vast marshes that some scholars believe were the biblical Garden of Eden. 

That's just since June, when the 30-something former law professor and human rights advocate became head of Iraq's Ministry of Environment. She's had to work from the ground up, crafting environmental laws and assessing decades of damage in a nation ravaged by wars. 

''Each of them has done its harm,'' Moumin said of what she calls four wars: against Iran, the first Gulf War, U.S. economic sanctions and the U.S.-led invasion and ouster of Saddam Hussein. 

Moumin contends with contaminated industrial sites, spilled refinery chemicals, uncontrolled landfills and loss of wildlife and species. 

''For example, the damage done to soil due to the bombs and due to the rockets,'' she told The Associated Press in a wide-ranging interview Thursday. ''I hate violence ... as a lawyer and as a person. And I believe any problem, whatever it is, it can be solved through peaceful settlement.'' 

Moumin, visiting the United States for her first time, projected optimism and tenacity. 

''We are trying our best to improve ourselves,'' she summed up, smiling. Interior Secretary Gale Norton lent her office and grand sixth-floor view of Washington's downtown monuments. 

After a half-hour swapping opinions, Norton called Moumin ''a realist,'' and a brave and tireless advocate. ''I am very impressed by the way in which she is tackling the challenges that she faces,'' Norton said. 

Moumin sought support, guidance and goodwill from Norton and officials such as Mike Leavitt, head of the Environmental Protection Agency, and Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, himself visiting from Kenya. 

Toepfer, in an interview Thursday, said, ''To clean up the environment is not for the sake of the environment, it is for the sake of the people.'' 

Moumin took over an agency that sometimes lacks electricity; she has a computer, but has used an Internet cafe in Baghdad to send e-mail. In August, she escaped uninjured when a suicide bomber drove into her convoy and killed four of her bodyguards. 

''Thank God I was not injured but I felt very sorry for the four young men,'' she said. 

A half-hour later that day, one of the education minister's bodyguards was killed when a vehicle struck a roadside bomb. 

The Lebanese-born Moumin, also an adviser on women's issues, now avoids having her photograph taken in Iraq and prefers not to discuss her family, for their safety. 

She said she would step aside if need be: ''If they don't want me, they don't need to kill me.'' 

Moumin is only the second to head an agency created in September 2003, with 650 employees and a $17 million budget. The U.N. has estimated her agency actually needs $38.5 million to operate, not including money for actual projects. 

Moumin is getting help from the U.N., using about $15 million from Japan to train Iraqi scientists in Jordan and Switzerland, and from countries such as Italy and Canada. 

Among the chief challenges is trying to restore marshlands some scholars consider to have been the biblical Garden of Eden. Saddam turned them into an arid salt bed, in his purge of Shiite Muslims. President Bush requested $100 million to resurrect the Mesopotamian marshes between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, but House Republicans rejected that. 

Keith Eastin, a lawyer whom the White House assigned to be Moumin's senior consultant, said it was not easy ''trying to get a small ministry, unknown to Iraq, on its feet and help clean the environment.'' 

Moumin said she focuses on opportunity, not disappointment. 

''Let me put it this way,'' she said. ''I will be there for my people, without help or with it. So if I get the money, it is great. If I don't get it, I will think in another direction.'' 

On the Net: 

U.N.: http://www.unep.or.jp/marshlands 

__________________________________________________________________________
Newsday 

Iraqi Environment Minister Has Tough Road

	

	

	


By JOHN HEILPRIN
Associated Press Writer

October 8, 2004, 4:18 AM EDT

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	


WASHINGTON -- As Iraq's new environment minister, Mishkat Al Moumin has dodged a suicide bomber that killed four of her bodyguards, run an 800-employee agency on a shoestring budget and tackled rebuilding vast marshes that some scholars believe were the biblical Garden of Eden. 

That's just since June, when the 30-something former law professor and human rights advocate became head of Iraq's Ministry of Environment. She's had to work from the ground up, crafting environmental laws and assessing decades of damage in a nation ravaged by wars. 



"Each of them has done its harm," Moumin said of what she calls four wars: against Iran, the first Gulf War, U.S. economic sanctions and the U.S.-led invasion and ouster of Saddam Hussein. 

Moumin contends with contaminated industrial sites, spilled refinery chemicals, uncontrolled landfills and loss of wildlife and species. 

"For example, the damage done to soil due to the bombs and due to the rockets," she told The Associated Press in a wide-ranging interview Thursday. "I hate violence ... as a lawyer and as a person. And I believe any problem, whatever it is, it can be solved through peaceful settlement." 

Moumin, visiting the United States for her first time, projected optimism and tenacity. 

"We are trying our best to improve ourselves," she summed up, smiling. Interior Secretary Gale Norton lent her office and grand sixth-floor view of Washington's downtown monuments. 

After a half-hour swapping opinions, Norton called Moumin "a realist," and a brave and tireless advocate. "I am very impressed by the way in which she is tackling the challenges that she faces," Norton said. 

Moumin sought support, guidance and goodwill from Norton and officials such as Mike Leavitt, head of the Environmental Protection Agency, and Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, himself visiting from Kenya. 

Toepfer, in an interview Thursday, said, "To clean up the environment is not for the sake of the environment, it is for the sake of the people." 

Moumin took over an agency that sometimes lacks electricity; she has a computer, but has used an Internet cafe in Baghdad to send e-mail. In August, she escaped uninjured when a suicide bomber drove into her convoy and killed four of her bodyguards. 

"Thank God I was not injured but I felt very sorry for the four young men," she said. 

A half-hour later that day, one of the education minister's bodyguards was killed when a vehicle struck a roadside bomb. 

The Lebanese-born Moumin, also an adviser on women's issues, now avoids having her photograph taken in Iraq and prefers not to discuss her family, for their safety. 

She said she would step aside if need be: "If they don't want me, they don't need to kill me." 

Moumin is only the second to head an agency created in September 2003, with 650 employees and a $17 million budget. The U.N. has estimated her agency actually needs $38.5 million to operate, not including money for actual projects. 

Moumin is getting help from the U.N., using about $15 million from Japan to train Iraqi scientists in Jordan and Switzerland, and from countries such as Italy and Canada. 

Among the chief challenges is trying to restore marshlands some scholars consider to have been the biblical Garden of Eden. Saddam turned them into an arid salt bed, in his purge of Shiite Muslims. President Bush requested $100 million to resurrect the Mesopotamian marshes between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, but House Republicans rejected that. 

Keith Eastin, a lawyer whom the White House assigned to be Moumin's senior consultant, said it was not easy "trying to get a small ministry, unknown to Iraq, on its feet and help clean the environment." 

Moumin said she focuses on opportunity, not disappointment. 

"Let me put it this way," she said. "I will be there for my people, without help or with it. So if I get the money, it is great. If I don't get it, I will think in another direction." 

* 

AP

Iraqi environment minister has tough road

10/8/2004, 4:18 a.m. ET

WASHINGTON (AP) — As Iraq's new environment minister, Mishkat Al Moumin has dodged a suicide bomber that killed four of her bodyguards, run an 800-employee agency on a shoestring budget and tackled rebuilding vast marshes that some scholars believe were the biblical Garden of Eden.

 That's just since June, when the 30-something former law professor and human rights advocate became head of Iraq's Ministry of Environment. She's had to work from the ground up, crafting environmental laws and assessing decades of damage in a nation ravaged by wars.

"Each of them has done its harm," Moumin said of what she calls four wars: against Iran, the first Gulf War, U.S. economic sanctions and the U.S.-led invasion and ouster of Saddam Hussein.

Moumin contends with contaminated industrial sites, spilled refinery chemicals, uncontrolled landfills and loss of wildlife and species.

"For example, the damage done to soil due to the bombs and due to the rockets," she told The Associated Press in a wide-ranging interview Thursday. "I hate violence ... as a lawyer and as a person. And I believe any problem, whatever it is, it can be solved through peaceful settlement."

Moumin, visiting the United States for her first time, projected optimism and tenacity.

"We are trying our best to improve ourselves," she summed up, smiling. Interior Secretary Gale Norton lent her office and grand sixth-floor view of Washington's downtown monuments.

After a half-hour swapping opinions, Norton called Moumin "a realist," and a brave and tireless advocate. "I am very impressed by the way in which she is tackling the challenges that she faces," Norton said.

Moumin sought support, guidance and goodwill from Norton and officials such as Mike Leavitt, head of the Environmental Protection Agency, and Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, himself visiting from Kenya.

Toepfer, in an interview Thursday, said, "To clean up the environment is not for the sake of the environment, it is for the sake of the people."

Moumin took over an agency that sometimes lacks electricity; she has a computer, but has used an Internet cafe in Baghdad to send e-mail. In August, she escaped uninjured when a suicide bomber drove into her convoy and killed four of her bodyguards.

"Thank God I was not injured but I felt very sorry for the four young men," she said.

A half-hour later that day, one of the education minister's bodyguards was killed when a vehicle struck a roadside bomb.

The Lebanese-born Moumin, also an adviser on women's issues, now avoids having her photograph taken in Iraq and prefers not to discuss her family, for their safety.

She said she would step aside if need be: "If they don't want me, they don't need to kill me."

Moumin is only the second to head an agency created in September 2003, with 650 employees and a $17 million budget. The U.N. has estimated her agency actually needs $38.5 million to operate, not including money for actual projects.

Moumin is getting help from the U.N., using about $15 million from Japan to train Iraqi scientists in Jordan and Switzerland, and from countries such as Italy and Canada.

Among the chief challenges is trying to restore marshlands some scholars consider to have been the biblical Garden of Eden. Saddam turned them into an arid salt bed, in his purge of Shiite Muslims. President Bush requested $100 million to resurrect the Mesopotamian marshes between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, but House Republicans rejected that.

Keith Eastin, a lawyer whom the White House assigned to be Moumin's senior consultant, said it was not easy "trying to get a small ministry, unknown to Iraq, on its feet and help clean the environment."

Moumin said she focuses on opportunity, not disappointment.

"Let me put it this way," she said. "I will be there for my people, without help or with it. So if I get the money, it is great. If I don't get it, I will think in another direction."

On the Net:

U.N.: http://www.unep.or.jp/marshlands
Seattle Post
Friday, October 8, 2004 ·

Iraqi environment minister has tough road

By JOHN HEILPRIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER
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	Iraq Environment Minister Miskhat Moumin, left, talks to reporters at the Departmentof the Interior in Washington Thursday, Oct. 7, 2004 where she met with Interior Secretary Gale Norton, right, seeking help to restore damage caused by both Saddam Hussein and the U.S. (AP Photo/Lauren Burke) 


WASHINGTON -- As Iraq's new environment minister, Mishkat Al Moumin has dodged a suicide bomber that killed four of her bodyguards, run an 800-employee agency on a shoestring budget and tackled rebuilding vast marshes that some scholars believe were the biblical Garden of Eden.

That's just since June, when the 30-something former law professor and human rights advocate became head of Iraq's Ministry of Environment. She's had to work from the ground up, crafting environmental laws and assessing decades of damage in a nation ravaged by wars.

"Each of them has done its harm," Moumin said of what she calls four wars: against Iran, the first Gulf War, U.S. economic sanctions and the U.S.-led invasion and ouster of Saddam Hussein.

Moumin contends with contaminated industrial sites, spilled refinery chemicals, uncontrolled landfills and loss of wildlife and species.

"For example, the damage done to soil due to the bombs and due to the rockets," she told The Associated Press in a wide-ranging interview Thursday. "I hate violence ... as a lawyer and as a person. And I believe any problem, whatever it is, it can be solved through peaceful settlement."

Moumin, visiting the United States for her first time, projected optimism and tenacity.

"We are trying our best to improve ourselves," she summed up, smiling. Interior Secretary Gale Norton lent her office and grand sixth-floor view of Washington's downtown monuments.

After a half-hour swapping opinions, Norton called Moumin "a realist," and a brave and tireless advocate. "I am very impressed by the way in which she is tackling the challenges that she faces," Norton said.

	

	


Moumin sought support, guidance and goodwill from Norton and officials such as Mike Leavitt, head of the Environmental Protection Agency, and Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, himself visiting from Kenya.

Toepfer, in an interview Thursday, said, "To clean up the environment is not for the sake of the environment, it is for the sake of the people."

Moumin took over an agency that sometimes lacks electricity; she has a computer, but has used an Internet cafe in Baghdad to send e-mail. In August, she escaped uninjured when a suicide bomber drove into her convoy and killed four of her bodyguards.

"Thank God I was not injured but I felt very sorry for the four young men," she said.

A half-hour later that day, one of the education minister's bodyguards was killed when a vehicle struck a roadside bomb.

The Lebanese-born Moumin, also an adviser on women's issues, now avoids having her photograph taken in Iraq and prefers not to discuss her family, for their safety.

She said she would step aside if need be: "If they don't want me, they don't need to kill me."

Moumin is only the second to head an agency created in September 2003, with 650 employees and a $17 million budget. The U.N. has estimated her agency actually needs $38.5 million to operate, not including money for actual projects.

Moumin is getting help from the U.N., using about $15 million from Japan to train Iraqi scientists in Jordan and Switzerland, and from countries such as Italy and Canada.

Among the chief challenges is trying to restore marshlands some scholars consider to have been the biblical Garden of Eden. Saddam turned them into an arid salt bed, in his purge of Shiite Muslims. President Bush requested $100 million to resurrect the Mesopotamian marshes between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, but House Republicans rejected that.

Keith Eastin, a lawyer whom the White House assigned to be Moumin's senior consultant, said it was not easy "trying to get a small ministry, unknown to Iraq, on its feet and help clean the environment."

Moumin said she focuses on opportunity, not disappointment.

"Let me put it this way," she said. "I will be there for my people, without help or with it. So if I get the money, it is great. If I don't get it, I will think in another direction."

---

On the Net:

U.N.: http://www.unep.or.jp/marshlands
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Washington Post

Iraqi Environment Minister Has Tough Road

By JOHN HEILPRIN

The Associated Press
Friday, October 8, 2004; 4:18 AM 

WASHINGTON - As Iraq's new environment minister, Mishkat Al Moumin has dodged a suicide bomber that killed four of her bodyguards, run an 800-employee agency on a shoestring budget and tackled rebuilding vast marshes that some scholars believe were the biblical Garden of Eden. 

That's just since June, when the 30-something former law professor and human rights advocate became head of Iraq's Ministry of Environment. She's had to work from the ground up, crafting environmental laws and assessing decades of damage in a nation ravaged by wars. 

	

	


"Each of them has done its harm," Moumin said of what she calls four wars: against Iran, the first Gulf War, U.S. economic sanctions and the U.S.-led invasion and ouster of Saddam Hussein. 

Moumin contends with contaminated industrial sites, spilled refinery chemicals, uncontrolled landfills and loss of wildlife and species. 

"For example, the damage done to soil due to the bombs and due to the rockets," she told The Associated Press in a wide-ranging interview Thursday. "I hate violence ... as a lawyer and as a person. And I believe any problem, whatever it is, it can be solved through peaceful settlement." 

Moumin, visiting the United States for her first time, projected optimism and tenacity. 

"We are trying our best to improve ourselves," she summed up, smiling. Interior Secretary Gale Norton lent her office and grand sixth-floor view of Washington's downtown monuments. 

After a half-hour swapping opinions, Norton called Moumin "a realist," and a brave and tireless advocate. "I am very impressed by the way in which she is tackling the challenges that she faces," Norton said. 

Moumin sought support, guidance and goodwill from Norton and officials such as Mike Leavitt, head of the Environmental Protection Agency, and Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, himself visiting from Kenya. 

Toepfer, in an interview Thursday, said, "To clean up the environment is not for the sake of the environment, it is for the sake of the people." 

Moumin took over an agency that sometimes lacks electricity; she has a computer, but has used an Internet cafe in Baghdad to send e-mail. In August, she escaped uninjured when a suicide bomber drove into her convoy and killed four of her bodyguards. 

"Thank God I was not injured but I felt very sorry for the four young men," she said. 

A half-hour later that day, one of the education minister's bodyguards was killed when a vehicle struck a roadside bomb. 

The Lebanese-born Moumin, also an adviser on women's issues, now avoids having her photograph taken in Iraq and prefers not to discuss her family, for their safety. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC
Long-term ivory trade ban defeat
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Africa is currently home to an estimated 400,000 to 660,000 elephants


Kenya's proposal to introduce a 20-year moratorium on the ivory trade has been rejected at a meeting in Bangkok. 
The idea did not get the votes needed for approval at the biennial summit of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites). 
The Thai gathering also turned down a request from Namibia for an annual export quota of two tonnes of ivory. 
But delegates did back a continent-wide plan by African nations to crack down on domestic, unregulated ivory markets. 
Countries with these home markets will now either strictly control their trade or prevent it completely. 
The nations will create and implement legislation to improve law enforcement and border controls. They will also update Cites on their progress early next year. 
Time frames 
An international ban on the trade in elephant ivory - used for decorative carvings and jewellery - was agreed in 1989 after years of poaching had seen African populations plummet. 
Today, there are estimated to be 400,000 to 660,000 elephants on the continent. 
Kenya, which was hit hard by poachers in the 1970s and 80s, shortened the length of its proposed moratorium during the meeting. 
As discussions continued throughout Monday, the initial 20-year ban was reduced to six years. 
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	DEGREES OF PROTECTION 

Appendix I: controls species whose existence is so threatened that trade is banned. Covers some 1,000 plants and animals, eg great apes 

Appendix II: Allows controlled trade, under a system of permits. Covers 4,100 animal species and 28,000 plants 

Appendix III: Contains 290 species that are protected in at least one country. 


At one stage, the EU recommended the adoption of an unspecified period - but this, too, could not gather the two-thirds majority required to be passed. 
"Those who voted against this proposal have voted against elephants. In a few years' time, some elephant populations, particularly in central and west Africa may disappear forever," said Peter Pueschel, head of the International Fund for Animal Welfare's Cites delegation. 
"The proposal was absolutely vital to give all nations time to be more successful in their efforts to stop poaching and to address other enforcement issues to bring an end to the illegal trade in ivory." 
But the call for an extended moratorium had highlighted the sharp divisions that exist between some nations on the best way to conserve elephants - between those, like Botswana, who believe the animals' value can be used to fund better protection; and those, like Kenya, who feel a freer trade would be exploited by poaching. 
Reservations were expressed at the summit about the practicality of such a long ban. 
Community investment 
Namibia had wanted the two-tonne sales to fund its elephant conservation projects. 
"Without a way of benefiting from elephants, elephants are regarded as a liability and economic cost to rural communities, who suffer crop losses, other damages and lose human lives to elephants," its proposal had read. 
In a separate move, however, Namibia was given permission to trade in elephant leather and hair goods for commercial purposes. A South African proposal to trade in elephant leather commercially was also approved. 
The Cites meeting runs until Thursday. It has already agreed to ban sales of the rare Irrawaddy dolphin, whose numbers are thought to be as low as 1,000 in the wild; and has approved trophy exports of a small number of African black rhinos. 
On rare plants, it has tightened controls on the trade in ramin wood. The ramin is a large tropical hardwood tree found in the peat swamp forests of Indonesia and Malaysia, which are also home to the world's last remaining orang-utans. 
Already listed in Appendix III of the convention, ramin was elevated to Appendix II by delegates. 
Monday saw the 10 member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) announce a programme to better co-ordinate their efforts to fight illegal wildlife sales. 
The region is seen as a major world hub for the multibillion dollar trade because of weak laws and poor enforcement. 
Asean states will share intelligence and scientific data on threatened species, among other measures. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Shock treatment for coral restoration

	By Clark Boyd 
Technology correspondent 


[image: image23.png]



Coral reefs around the world are disappearing. In many places, more than 90% of corals have bleached or died. But an effort is under way to re-grow corals by giving them a bit of electro-shock therapy. 
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It may be too late to save many of the corals


Marine biologist Tom Goreau knows coral. He has been diving among the reefs since before he could walk. 
As the director of the Global Coral Reef Alliance, he is passionate about how extraordinary corals are. 
"They're very simple animals. They're an animal that's basically a gut with a ring of tentacles around it," he said. 
"And with their tentacles they catch zooplankton, little shrimp and animals swimming in the sea. And they eat animals, they don't plants. And they can't move, so that confuses people. 
"We're used to thinking of animals as things that run and swim around. These things live in a limestone cup, and they kind of pull into that cup for protection." 
Fantastic colour 
Corals are the only animals in the ocean that build permanent solid structures. It means that they cannot run away from diseases or pollution. 
The problem is that they are especially sensitive to both. 
"The reason they're so sensitive is that they're not just animals, they are also plants," said Dr Goreau. 
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In 1998, most of the corals in the Indian Ocean died. So we're right on the edge 

Tom Goreau 


"They're plants because in the cells of the coral they have symbiotic algae living inside and those things photosynthesise. 
"Corals have to have clean water and a lot of light to live, because the algae are helping the corals grow their skeleton and grow faster and provide a little bit of their food." 
The algae are also what give corals their fantastic colour. 
But the algae in the coral tissue will die if the coral encounters stress. The coral then bleaches; it turns white or transparent. The coral itself will die if something is not done. 
The news since the 1980s is grim. It seems that warmer ocean temperatures are killing off corals at a record rate. Corals that have survived for 1,000 years are dying. 
It is happening just about everywhere, but the corals in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean are especially hard hit. 
"The Maldives and Seychelles and Palau and places I've worked - the mortality in many places was close to 99%," said Dr Goreau. 
"In some places it only 90 or 95%, but I've been in reefs where you could find only one live coral afterwards. 
"In 2002, there was mass mortality all across the South Pacific, and it never gained the attention of governments. In 1998, most of the corals in the Indian Ocean died. So we're right on the edge." 
Low voltage 
But Dr Goreau and a German architecture professor named Wolf Hilbertz are working to bring coral populations back. 
Professor Hilbertz has developed something he calls sea-creation, which he explains in a video produced by Natural History New Zealand. 
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Marine biologist Tom Goreau is a veteran diver


"Corals are using calcium carbonate drawn from seawater to build their exo-skeletons. We use these materials for building purposes," said Mr Hilbertz. 
The key to the process is electricity. 
Professor Hilbertz found he could mimic the natural process that corals use to grow their skeletons. 
He did it by putting a low voltage current through seawater. The current draws out the minerals, which essentially constitute limestone. But, you have got to put the limestone somewhere. 
So Professor Hilbertz has designed what he calls coral arks. They are made of welded steel bars. 
He sinks the arks to the sea floor, and then supplies a current. Within a short period of time, limestone will start to grow on the steel. 
Professor Hilbertz says the only special equipment needed is a special titanium mesh that can withstand electric current and sea water. 
Safe for divers 
The limestone that grows on the steel is stronger than concrete. Live corals can then be grafted on to the structure. 
Those corals can survive pollution and high sea temperatures, as long as the electricity stays on. The current takes care of growing a coral's skeleton. That frees the animal up to fight off diseases or other stresses. 
"What we found was that we were able to grow corals at three to five times the record rates, in a habitat where all the corals had been killed by pollution," said Tom Goreau. 
"And we were able to do that as long as we kept the power on. It's the electricity itself that gives them that growth and that extra resistance to stress." 
Tom Goreau and Wolf Hilbertz have about 15 coral ark projects going around the world. 
They are all pilot projects as they do not have the money to try it yet on a larger scale. 
One of the biggest trials is being carried out in the north of the Indonesian island of Bali. There are currently 21 coral arks in a bay there, powered by a bank of 80 chargers on shore. 
The electricity costs are equivalent to running a few beach lights. It is only 12 volts so divers are safe. 
It seems to be working, with the corals growing quickly. 
The team hope that the Bali project can spur interest in their method. However, both men worry that it may be too late to save the majority of corals worldwide. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Big mammals in focus at UN wildlife conference

THAILAND: October 12, 2004

BANGKOK - Working its way up the food chain, a U.N. meeting on trade in wild flora and fauna moves this week from plants to consider divisive issues about whales, elephants and lions.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) has already adopted proposals to regulate global trade in several economically valuable plant species and banned the commercial exploitation of the rare Irrawaddy dolphin.

Elephants will be in focus yesterday when African states formally present a continent-wide plan to crack down on flourishing domestic ivory markets viewed as a key threat to the survival of the planet's largest land mammal.

The plan commits every African country with a domestic ivory market to either strictly control the trade or shut it down. "There's still massive illegal trade in ivory all through Africa," said John Sellar, CITES senior enforcement officer. "It is so blatant and on such a scale that it must involve government corruption." Conservationists say some of the worst illegal markets are found in Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria and Ethiopia - but much of the ivory comes from the tusks of elephants killed in other countries.

Since it banned global trade in ivory 15 years ago, CITES has approved only a few, one-off auctions by southern African states.

Namibia this week will seek permission for an annual export quota of 2,000 kgs of raw ivory and to trade in elephant leather and hair products for commercial purposes. South Africa has also proposed to trade in elephant leather.

Kenya is staunchly opposed to any further trade in ivory on the grounds that it will entice poachers to gun down its elephants to launder "dirty" ivory with licit supplies of the coveted commodity, used for decorative carvings and jewelry.

Some conservationists argue the ban has clearly not worked and a well-regulated, legal trade is needed.

JAPAN TARGETS MINKES

Things will heat up on Tuesday when delegates are set to vote on a Japanese whale proposal.

Japan has proposed that three stocks of minke whales be shifted from a CITES list of most-endangered animals, in which international trade is banned, to a less-endangered category, where expanded commercial trade would be possible.

Such a move would not supersede an International Whaling Commission (IWC) moratorium on whaling but it would be a huge diplomatic victory for Japan and would put pressure on the IWC down the road. CITES this week will also examine a proposal by Kenya to give added protection to the lion and one from tiny Swaziland to export live white rhinos to "acceptable destinations" and allow some trophy hunting of the hulking beasts.

Animal welfare groups are campaigning hard against the latter after the conference last week lifted a ban on hunting the much rarer black rhino in Namibia and South Africa.

Madagascar and Australia will ask the conference to regulate global trade in the ocean's most feared predator, the great white shark of "Jaws" fame.

Feathered fauna will also feature with a U.S. proposal to remove some of the safeguards on the bald eagle, which has soared back from the brink of extinction in the lower 48 states.

Story by Ed Stoddard

_____________________________________________________________________________________
The New York Times 

October 9, 2004 Saturday

HEADLINE: Like a Tree, Unbowed -- Wangari Muta Maathai

The Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai has been clubbed in the head by riot police officers. She has been denounced as a subversive. Her efforts to advocate for women's rights in a country where men run the show have long been considered quixotic at best.

But Dr. Maathai, who won the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday for her decades of advocacy work, has stood firm through all of that. Some people, in fact, have likened her to a tree, perhaps one of the ficus trees or elms she has planted throughout Kenya -- solid and unbowed.

It is trees that Dr. Maathai has used to build her women's movement. Through her efforts, women across Africa have planted tens of millions of trees and done their part to stop the deforestation that has stripped much of the continent bare. Dr. Maathai's Green Belt Movement has also nurtured as many women as it has acacias or cedars.

Her movement, begun in 1977, started with just a handful of seedlings in her backyard. It grew to include hundreds of tree nurseries throughout Africa, where seedlings are doled out to women, who plant them on both public and private lands. For every tree that takes root, the woman who planted it earns a small sum. For many women, tree planting is now a good deed that also helps make ends meet.

Many women wondered decades ago why Dr. Maathai was so devoted to saving trees. It is Africa's women, after all, who trek out in the morning with small axes in hand in search of firewood to cook the family meal. Some women wondered whether Dr. Maathai had turned on her fellow women in favor of the tree.

The answer, of course, was no. Her movement has always been as much about women as about trees.

''We try to make women see they can do something worthwhile,'' she said in an interview with The New York Times in 1989. ''And we're trying to empower people, to let them identify their mistakes, to show they can build, or destroy, the environment.''

When Kenya's ruling party sought to put up a 60-story skyscraper in a downtown park, Dr. Maathai stood up for the people who use the little green space Nairobi has to offer. She denounced the proposal and drew the wrath of the government, who labeled her movement subversive.

The ruling elite eventually backed off, and Kenya remained a little more green.

''She always taught us that right was right, even if you're alone,'' said Wanjira Maathai, one of her three children. ''She told us so often that nothing was impossible. She has fire on the inside and she tried to give us some of that, too.''

Dr. Maathai's work has gone beyond trees. She has played a role in fighting for the cancellation of African governments' foreign debts and campaigned against land grabbing, in which members of Africa's elite claim public land as their own. Fighting corruption has also been one of her causes.

Born in Nyeri, Kenya, on April 1, 1940, Wangari Muta Maathai became the first woman in east Africa to earn a doctorate degree, in 1971. She studied first at Mount St. Scholastica College in Atchison, Kan., as part of a program during the Kennedy administration to prepare Kenyans for independence. Then she earned a master of science degree from the University of Pittsburgh and a doctorate in biological sciences from the University of Nairobi.

She was divorced from her husband, who was a member of Parliament, in the early 1980's after he publicly accused her of adultery with another lawmaker. When her husband won his divorce case, Dr. Maathai accused the judge of being incompetent. She was jailed for a night.

The case would come up again a decade later during debate over the skyscraper. Members of Parliament, referring to the divorce, denounced her as a woman who was out to get men.

In 1992, Kenya's president unleashed the riot police on Dr. Maathai and other women who were holding a hunger strike at a city park to pressure the government to release political prisoners. Dr. Maathai, who dared to join an opposition party at a time when the government would not tolerate dissent, was knocked unconscious by the police.

In 2002, she became a member of Parliament, representing a district that sits at the base of Mount Kenya, Africa's second highest peak. She was in that peaceful setting, surrounded by trees, when a phone call came on Friday alerting her to her Nobel Peace Prize.

''I am very happy to receive this news at the foot of Mount Kenya,'' she said in a telephone interview, describing the mountain, so tall and solid, as her inspiration over the years.

She has played a similarly inspirational role for many women, a role that will only increase now that she has been named the first woman from Africa to win the peace prize.

''All of Africa's women won today,'' said Beatrice Elachi of the National Council of Women of Kenya, a group Dr. Maathai was chairwoman of from 1981 to 1987. ''The culture pulls us down so often. We are told to give way to men. But now, thanks to Wangari, every woman will know she can make it.''

URL: http://www.nytimes.com

GRAPHIC: Photo: Wangari Muta Maathai (Photo by Karel Prinsloo/Associated Press)
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Wangari Maathai l'incontrôlable

Le Nobel de la paix 2004 a été attribué à Wangari Maathai, première Africaine et écologiste primée. Portrait d'une inclassable.

La distinction qui l'honore est une exception en soi. A 64 ans, Wangari Maathai, première femme africaine à recevoir un prix Nobel, est une atypique née. Militante écologiste et "activiste" politique, à moins que ce ne soit l'inverse, elle s'est fait un nom en menant, de front, la défense du doit des femmes et celle des forêts du Kenya, sans craindre de cheminer, en funambule, sur le fil de la violence. 

En lui décernant le prix Nobel de la paix, vendredi 8 octobre, le jury d'Oslo a souhaité récompenser son "combat pour la promotion d'un développement économique, culturel et social viable sur le plan écologique au Kenya et en Afrique", en précisant : "La paix sur la Terre dépend de notre capacité à protéger notre environnement vivant."

Dans ce cas, c'est sans doute un prix Nobel de la paix... de combat qui vient d'être décerné, tant l'existence de Wangari Maathai semble avoir été consacrée tout entière à la lutte. Il fallait la voir, à la fin des années 1990, lancée dans la défense de la forêt de Karura, dans les environs de Nairobi, la capitale kényane, livrée à des promoteurs "amis" du régime kenyan d'alors. Au milieu d'une poignée de militants, Wangari Maathai défiait la police, les nervis et leurs gourdins.

Ni la violence ni la peur des premières fois ne l'ont fait reculer. Née dans une famille pauvre de la région de Nyeri, bastion de l'ethnie kikuyu, elle avait été remarquée très tôt par les sœurs catholiques, qui lui offrirent, faveur presque inimaginable à la fin des années 1950, d'aller étudier aux Etats-Unis. Elle allait y travailler avec acharnement et observer la révolte des Noirs américains contre la discrimination raciale. "Une véritable révélation", commentera-t-elle plus tard.

Rentrée au Kenya en 1966, trois ans après la proclamation de l'indépendance, elle y connaît d'abord une ascension fulgurante. D'une beauté solaire et d'une intelligence mordante, elle est aussi la première femme noire nommée professeur d'université à Nairobi, au milieu de collègues britanniques que l'ancienne puissance coloniale continue de payer. Elle obtient ensuite son doctorat, le premier, bien sûr, décroché par une femme au Kenya, avant d'hériter de la chaire de biologie vétérinaire.

Au début des années 1970, tandis que s'essouffle le vent des indépendances, le professeur Wangari Maathai fait partie de l'élite du pays décolonisé. Déjà, elle en refuse les conventions. Son mari, jeune député en vue, excédé par ses frasques, la traîne devant un tribunal en l'accusant d'adultère. Mal lui en prend. Au procès, Wangari reconnaît les faits en riant, et explique crûment, scène d'anthologie qui ne lui sera jamais pardonnée, que, son époux n'ayant jamais pu la satisfaire sexuellement, il lui a bien fallu prendre un amant.

Ce dernier n'est autre que Waruru Kanja, un des anciens chefs de l'insurrection Mau Mau. Ces derniers, appartenant majoritairement à l'ethnie kikuyu, avaient, dans les années 1950, pris le maquis dans les forêts kényanes contre les colons britanniques. Ecrasés, les Mau Mau n'ont jamais joui des fruits de leur révolte : à l'indépendance, le pouvoir a été confisqué par d'autres Kényans, restés à l'abri pendant les années de lutte armée. Ancrés dans leur ethnie kikuyu, les Mau Mau demeureront marginalisés. Mais déjà Wangari Maathai a reconnu en eux des frères, plus que chez les nouveaux maîtres du pays.

Sa carrière d'enseignante brisée par le scandale de son divorce et une série d'affrontements avec les autorités universitaires, le professeur de biologie est désormais libre, mais sans emploi. "Comme je n'avais rien de spécial à faire, je me suis intéressée aux femmes, puis à l'environnement. Après tout, je suis scientifique à la base. Alors j'ai créé Green Belt (la ceinture verte)", nous racontait-elle en 2001.

L'idée de départ de l'organisation est simple. Après s'être intéressée aux associations de femmes, puis avoir découvert les premiers ravages de la déforestation, Wangari Maathai a joint les deux questions : son association emploie des femmes pour planter des arbres destinés au reboisement. Les forêts sont protégées, les femmes y gagnent un salaire et une forme d'autonomie.

L'année suivante, en 1978, à la mort de Jomo Kenyatta, le "père de l'indépendance", Daniel Arap Moi prend le pouvoir. Personne ne lui prédit alors d'avenir à la tête de l'Etat ; en instaurant un régime de fer, il s'y maintiendra vingt-quatre ans. Dans un pays qui connaît un des taux de fécondité les plus élevés au monde, le shamba, le lopin de terre qu'on cultive, de préférence sur la terre de ses ancêtres, est le rêve de tous les Kényans. Pendant le règne de Daniel Arap Moi, l'un des piliers du clientélisme sera la distribution de terres "publiques", surtout des forêts. Quarante ans après l'indépendance, les taches vertes encore boisées, hors parcs et réserves naturelles, ne représentent plus que 1,7 % du territoire.

Seule organisation à lutter contre la déforestation, Green Belt va se faire un nom. Wangari Maathai recueille des distinctions à l'étranger, mais des plaies et des bosses au Kenya dans sa confrontation ouverte avec le pouvoir. Car l'écologiste s'occupe autant à planter des arbres qu'à semer la révolte. A l'aube des années 1990, alors que le Kenya étouffe sous la chape du régime policier, le président Moi a l'idée de faire ériger au milieu du "parc de l'indépendance", à Nairobi, pour sa propre gloire, une tour de soixante étages, la plus haute d'Afrique, pour un coût de 200 millions de dollars. Wangari Maathai part en guerre contre le projet. Sourde aux menaces, elle mène campagne, et finit par convaincre les bailleurs de fonds de geler les crédits destinés à la construction, qui doit être abandonnée. Les militants de Green Belt le payent d'une expulsion violente de leurs locaux, situés à moins de 10 mètres du siège de la police, tandis que leur chef, craignant pour sa vie, se réfugie en Tanzanie.

Elle en revient peu après pour reprendre le harcèlement du pouvoir, qui deviendra sa signature. En 1990, une poignée de mères de détenus politiques manifeste, chaque jour, devant les locaux des services de sécurité où leurs enfants pourrissent dans des cellules constamment inondées. Lorsque Wangari Maathai les rejoint, leur freedom corner (coin de la liberté) s'embrase. 

La police antiémeute est dépêchée pour mettre fin au mouvement de contestation. Retrouvant un très vieux geste, ces femmes, dames d'âge respectable pour la plupart, arrachent leurs vêtements, leur nudité dévoilée de mère valant malédiction pour les jeunes hommes qui osent les menacer. Ces derniers, sur ordre de leurs supérieurs, ne les bastonnent pas moins avec férocité, enflammant les esprits de tout le pays. L'atmosphère est alors pratiquement insurrectionnelle. Quelques mois plus tard, au terme d'une série de manifestations violentes, tout ce que le Kenya compte d'opposants, dont le professeur Maathai, finit par arracher le retour au multipartisme.

Lors des élections générales organisées dans la foulée, en 1992, la présidente de Green Belt, trop atypique, résolument incontrôlable, est pourtant laissée pour compte par les partis d'opposition. Entre temps, les "pépinières" battent de l'aile. Les fonds ont afflué de l'étranger, essentiellement des pays scandinaves. Mais nul ne sait où se trouvent, au juste, les vingt ou trente millions d'arbres que l'association affirme avoir plantés.

Marginalisée, Wangari Maathai se présente à l'élection présidentielle de 1997. Sans peur de jouer avec le populisme, au risque des pires dérapages, elle joue la carte "ethnique" kikuyu, et se lance dans des attaques à tonalité raciste contre la communauté du Kenya originaire du sous-continent indien, dont elle préconise l'expulsion. Elle ne recueille qu'une poignée de voix.

Quelques années plus tard, la voici de retour sous son autre visage, le meilleur, celui du Don Quichotte vert. Pour défendre la forêt de Karura, l'une des dernières du Kenya, contre les promoteurs, elle conduit ses maigres troupes, semaine après semaine, s'opposer physiquement au projet.

Espiègle, le regard pétillant, elle y ridiculise par son aplomb et une volée de plaisanteries salace les responsables de la police venus protéger le chantier où le déboisement a commencé. Comme toujours, les coups pleuvent. Wangari est passée à tabac. Visage tuméfié, les jambes bandées, elle tient chambre ouverte à l'hôpital et appelle "le peuple kényan" à répliquer. En réponse, les étudiants de l'université déclenchent trois journées d'émeute. Le projet, là encore, est suspendu, et la forêt sauvée. Ses méthodes, une fois de plus, ont payé.

En 2001, Wangari Maathai est au creux de la vague. Les subsides se sont taris. Même si elle ne s'est jamais enrichie, elle n'a jamais dissimulé, avec une franchise désarmante, qu'elle considérait l'association comme une affaire personnelle.

La voici en 2001, dans l'une des maisons de Green Belt, où les chèvres broutent l'herbe à côté des stocks de banderoles décolorées par le soleil. Elle fouille les tiroirs poussiéreux d'une des nombreuses pièces aux allures de débarras, sans parvenir à retrouver le nombre exact de trophées pour l'environnement qui lui ont été décernés pendant sa période de gloire verte. "En moyenne, j'en recevais deux par an." Puis elle expédie la question délicate d'un rire clair : "En fait, cette histoire d'arbres était fondée sur une erreur. Nous plantions des essences venues de l'étranger, des pins ou des eucalyptus. Maintenant, il nous faut revenir aux essences indigènes que nos ancêtres ont toujours connues. Pour cela, il n'y a qu'une solution : laisser le couvert végétal repousser tout seul."

Apparemment anodine, la remarque dévoile, en réalité, un de ses ressorts les plus profonds, son appartenance à l'ethnie kikuyu : "Le gouvernement cherche en fait à détruire les forêts pour détruire mon peuple, puisque c'est dans ces forêts que les Kikuyus ont la base de leur spiritualité", affirme-t-elle, avant d'ajouter : "Dans mon ethnie, la révolte est naturelle. Je ne suis qu'une Kikuyu typique, au fond."

Green Belt, bientôt, sera mise en sommeil, et ses militants reconvertis en machine électorale. En cette fin de millénaire, au Kenya, nul ne sait comment se dérouleront les élections générales de décembre 2001, où des violences sont redoutées. Un mouvement secret, baptisé Mungiki, est alors en plein essor. Même si Wangari Maathai n'en est pas membre, elle se reconnaît des affinités avec ces jeunes Kikuyus issus des milieux pauvres et se réclamant de l'héritage Mau Mau.

Pour évoquer les Mungiki, qu'elle appelle les "enfants de la forêt", elle retrouve l'ardeur de ses combats passés : "Ce sont des déshérités à qui tout a été refusé. Ils ont été rejetés des écoles, faute de place, et n'ont pas trouvé de travail. Ils voient bien que tout leur est interdit pour la seule raison qu'ils sont kikuyus." La violence dont les Mungiki sont adeptes ne la perturbe pas : "Si l'oppression continue, si on tue encore nos frères, ce sera la guerre civile dans ce pays." 

Lorsque les Mungiki lancent une campagne pour exciser les femmes kikuyus, au besoin par la force, en affirmant que cette "pratique traditionnelle" leur a été interdite par les colons, Wangari Maathai ne les désavoue pas plus. "L'excision est au cœur de l'identité des Kikuyus. Toutes nos valeurs sont bâties autour de cette pratique", explique-t-elle.

Mais, en décembre 2001, le Kenya accouche d'un miracle : une transition pacifique accompagne le départ de Daniel Arap Moi, et Wangari Maathai est élue députée dans une circonscription voisine de celle du nouveau président, Mwai Kibaki. Depuis, l'incontrôlable a été nommée ministre adjointe à l'environnement. "Mais au sein de l'élite kikuyu actuellement au pouvoir, elle dénote franchement. Elle a un discours beaucoup trop radical, beaucoup trop violente, en fait, pour ses pairs", affirme Hervé Maupeu, chercheur spécialiste du Kenya.

Jean-Philippe Rémy
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Financial Time

Namibia fails to get ivory trade ban eased

Published: October 12 2004 03:00 | Last updated: October 12 2004 03:00

A ban on the international trade in ivory remained in place last night after an attempt by Namibia to be allowed to export 2,000kg of ivory a year was defeated at an international conference on endangered species in Bangkok.

 Namibia argued at the Cites (Convention on international trade in endangered species) meeting that its population of 14,000 elephants was healthy and that local people should be given a way of benefiting from elephants, which can damage crops.

However, the conference also rejected an attempt by Kenya to have the ivory ban extended by a further six-year "resting period".

A ban on the global trade in ivory was put in place in 1989 in order to protect rapidly dwindling elephant numbers. But at the last Cites meeting in 2002, Namibia, Botswana and South Africa were granted permission for one-off sales of ivory, provided certain conditions had been met. These sales have not yet taken place.

The next Cites conference in two years is likely to see further attempts to relax the ban on ivory trading.

Callum Rankine, international species officer at WWF, the conservation organisation, said: "Populations of elephants in southern Africa are healthy but in west Africa, central Africa and all of Asia they are not healthy."

He welcomed a decision at Cites to control the domestic trade in ivory in areas with elephant populations. Conservationists believe domestic trade fuels an illegal international trade in ivory.

* Conservationists have attacked as symbolic and ineffective a Cites decision to halve permitted 2004 exports by Caspian Sea states of caviar from the imperilled beluga sturgeon, Frances Williams reports from Geneva.

They said the decision, taken in the margins of the Bangkok conference, would have little impact in preserving beluga, the rarest and most valuable sturgeon, because the fishing season in the Caspian Sea, source of 90 per cent of the world's caviar, had already ended.

"This is the second year in a row that Cites has delayed announcing quotas after nearly all the fish have been caught," said Ellen Pikitch, executive director of the Pew Institute for Ocean Science at Miami University.

"The Cites process is not working."

Pollution, loss of spawning habitats and overfishing have taken a heavy toll on Caspian sturgeon stocks since the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991. Poaching may account for up to 12 times the legal catch. www.cites.org
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UN or UNEP in the news

Women to share environment concerns with Nobel laureate : 
123Bharath.com, India - India News > New Delhi, Oct 10 : Two Indian women activists will share the platform with Wangari Maathai, this year's Nobel Peace Price winner, at a United Nations environment meet in Nairobi Monday to highlight women's struggle for livelihood.
http://www.123bharath.com/india-news/index.php?action=fullnews&id=27513 

Women to share environment concerns with Nobel laureate:
New Kerala, India - Oct 10, 2004 - http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&id=35733 

Wildlife delegates endorse plan to end Africa's illicit ivory sales? 
China Post, Taiwan, 2004/10/12 -By DANIEL LOVERING Associated Press Writer BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) - The African elephant has a new line of defense against poachers after a global wildlife conference approved measures aimed at wiping out the continent's illegal ivory trade. 
A majority of the representatives of the 166 signatory countries of the U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES, agreed on the plan to eradicate illicit ivory sales. 
The initiative calls for new law enforcement links between African countries, the global police agency Interpol, customs officials and airlines that might handle shipments of smuggled ivory, said John M. Sellar, a CITES senior enforcement officer. 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/i_latestdetail.asp?id=23314 

Shackled by red tape
The Malaysia Star, Malaysia, 12 October 2004 (By HILARY CHIEW in Bangkok)
AFTER being around for nearly 30 years, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) itself risks being endangered due to its ineffectiveness in controlling trade in thousands of species, absence of political will and diverging views on deriving benefits from wildlife.  

The proliferation of illegal trade in fauna and flora species protected by the convention has cast doubts on the 166-member global agreement’s ability in regulating exploitation of species.  
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/10/12/features/9075700&sec=features 

Southeast Asia unveils first-ever plan to curb wildlife trafficking
China Post, Taiwan 2004/10/12 By Daniel Lovering BANGKOK, Thailand, AP- 
Southeast Asian countries on Monday announced an unprecedented plan to jointly fight the illegal wildlife trade, a multibillion dollar business that has flourished in the region largely due to lax law enforcement. 
Ministers and senior officials from the 10 member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations promised to coordinate efforts to clamp down on trafficking by sharing intelligence and scientific data on threatened species, among other measures. 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/detail.asp?ID=53245&GRP=A 


PROTECTING FLORA, FAUNA: 'Wildlife Interpol' to be based here
The Nation (Thailand), 12 October 2004 - Asian environment ministers yesterday agreed to set up a Thaiinitiated regional wildlifepolice network. The network, based on Interpol and centred in Thailand, aims to stop the region’s lucrative wildlife trade, said Natural Resources and Environment Minister Suwit Khunkitti yesterday. http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/10/12/headlines/index.php?news=headlines_15022760.html 
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UN and UNEP News

Annan: China plays important role in UN
Xinhuanet 2004-10-07

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Wednesday that China, as a permanent member of the UN Security Council, plays an important role in the world body. "It is now playing an increasing role in global economy. The impact of Chinese dynamic economy is felt around the world," Annan said in an interview with Chinese reporters on the eve of his trip to China. The UN chief said he appreciated the opportunity to go to China periodically to exchange views with Chinese leaders on UN-China relations and global development. Annan said he would discuss with Chinese leaders issues like UN reform and the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. He also wanted to express his thanks to China for its participation in UN peacekeeping operations. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-10/07/content_380141.htm
UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize winners visit Chengde

Xinhuanet 2004-10-03

A group of 50 world environmental experts comprising Sasakawa Environment Prize winners, officials from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and delegates of a Japanese foundation, visited Chengde in Hebei Province. The group of experts recently inspected the city's progress in protecting the natural and urban environment, conserving water-resources and promoting green community construction. …Chengde has the largest remaining classical imperial gardens in China and boasts many types of classical Chinese architecture. The city is known for its Summer Mountain Villa (Ligong Palace), the temporary imperial palace of Emperor Kangxi and Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). In recent years, Chengde has begun to greatly value its cultural heritage and natural environment. It has closed nearly 700 pollution-producing companies and increased investment in urban construction. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/03/content_2050062.htm

General Environment News

Clean drinking water available for those in need

Xinhuanet 2004-10-11

Vice Minister of Water Resources Zhai Haohui says China will solve drinking water problems in some remote and poor rural areas one year ahead of schedule. China had originally planned to solve the drinking water problem for over 50 million people by the end of 2005.  But vice minister Zhai Haohui says by the end of this year, China will be able to provide clean and safe drinking water to 5.6 million people, bringing to completion of the designed drinking water project. Meanwhile China has also examined the quality of drinking water projects in rural areas to ensure that the water is safe to drink. From 2000 to 2003, China spent over 1 billion US dollars on improving the quality of drinking water in rural areas.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/11/content_2075326.htm

_________________________________________________________________________________
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE
                                                                                                                                               12 October 2004 

General Environment News

Carbon-Credit Trading Set for Launch in SA

Business Day (Johannesburg): A LOCAL Company is to list instruments derived from carbon credits on the JSE Securities Exchange SA before the end of the year, subject to approval from the JSE's listing department. The concept of a market for carbon credits arose in 1997 as part of the international Kyoto protocol on the reduction of environmentally harmful emissions. The credits allow companies in developed countries that are struggling to adhere to stringent emission reduction targets to buy credits from countries that pollute less than their allotted limits. Earlier this month the cabinet approved draft legislation intended to underpin SA's ability to trade the reduction of its carbon emissions with developed countries. The National Energy Bill provides for the establishment of a designated national authority to deal with carbon credits in terms of the Kyoto protocol. The floating price of carbon is currently between $3 and $7 a ton. The notes that are to be listed in SA by Sterling Waterford Securities, which has former environmental affairs minister Valli Moosa as one of its directors, will be bought and sold as derivatives, with carbon credits as the underlying security. The move has been accelerated by Russia's decision two weeks ago to ratify the Kyoto protocol, which required the signatures of at least 55 parties to the Climate Change Convention, and countries responsible for 55% or more of global carbon dioxide emissions, to come into effect. Russia's decision to ratify propelled the protocol over the 55% hurdle. Moosa says achieving the goal of emissions reduction will require both regulations through legislation and market forces. "What we are doing here is pioneering work; it is cutting-edge. Global warming is the single biggest environmental challenge faced by the world today," he said. SA currently has the third highest per capita rate of emissions of greenhouse gases, and Moosa says the new market will help force industrial companies to comply with the protocol. Through the Kyoto protocol, adopted in 1997, countries commit themselves to reduce their carbon dioxide emissions. In a market expected to be worth billions of pounds a year, companies and countries which are part of the Kyoto Protocol have targets to cut their green-house gas emissions to 1990 levels. The gases in question include carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxides. Those with extra credits can then sell them to other countries. The protocol is legally binding. The first cuts will be implemented by 2010, and further targets will be set for the following ten years. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410110049.html
ADF delegates applaud Kenya's Nobel laureate
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Delegates to the fourth African Development Forum (ADF) that opened here Monday have applauded Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai for being awarded this year's Nobel Peace Prize. Expressing delight at the granting of the prize "to that great daughter of Africa," UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) Executive Secretary K.Y. Amoako described Maathai as a pioneer of better governance against enormous obstacles. "She is a heroine for our times," Amoako declared, adding that he was at the same time celebrating the marked increase of women's participation in the political process of several African countries. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059479&dte=11/10/2004
13 Arrested for Wetland Degradation

The Monitor (Kampala): National Environmental Management Authority (Nema) has ordered the arrest of 13 people accused of abusing wetlands in Bugamba sub-county in Rwampara County. The Nema officer in-charge of South Westsaid the accused were found degrading Rweibogo, Ruzinga, Nshuro, Ngugo, Kamomo kibingo and Nyaruhandagazi wetlands by planting eucalyptus trees and setting farms on them despite several warnings. The accused who were detained at Bugamba appeared before the sub county court on Friday. The convicts were bailed out and given 30 days to restore the degraded areas. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410110562.html
_________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan urges lawful approach to Afghan poll dispute as experts named to probe

*
Afghans turn out for historic elections, with ‘uncoordinated’ attacks reported

*
UN officials welcome election of new President of Somalia 

*
UN envoy hold talks with both sides of civil conflict in southern Sudan

*
In Beijing, Annan discusses regional hotspots with China’s Foreign Minister 

*
UN peacekeepers and Haitian police slightly injured in joint weekend operation

*
UN envoy ‘seriously concerned’ over Israeli violations of Lebanese airspace

*
Opium cultivation in Myanmar dropping steadily, UN drug office reports

*
UNICEF calls for ‘coalition of powerful’ to provide worldwide vaccine access

*
UN health agency supporting global effort to relieve chronic pain

*
Annan calls for overhaul in security structure to better protect UN personnel
*
Women preparing for UN Great Lakes summit call for better rights protection

*
Annan calls for greater focus on role of microfinance in helping the poorest

*
UN envoy to Kosovo finds mixed progress on returns of Serbs 

* * * *
Afghanistan

11 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the Afghan people for their historic presidential election on Saturday and urged the candidates to lawfully resolve their dispute over polling irregularities, as the United Nations named two experts to serve on a panel which will probe the complaints.

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said “that the election was held without major security incident is a tribute to the determination” of Afghans.

The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) also reported there was massive popular participation in the balloting, enthusiasm around the country and safe conditions for voting.

The Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB), the UN-Afghan body charged with overseeing the country’s electoral process, said that after extended discussions yesterday about reported irregularities it had decided to set up a panel “to further enhance the transparency and legitimacy of the election.”

After a request from JEMB, the UN nominated Craig Jenness, a former Canadian diplomat and experienced jurist, and Staffan Darnolf, a Swedish election administration expert, to serve on the probe. The European Union has been asked to help identify a third panellist.

The investigators will first examine any issue that would require a specific ballot box to be isolated from the counting process, which is expected to take several weeks, for further evaluation.

“This will allow the two exercises – counting and investigation – to proceed simultaneously,” the JEMB said in its statement today.

The panel will supplement the work of the JEMB’s own complaints and investigations unit, which is also examining Saturday’s result. Presidential candidates have been given until tomorrow evening to submit their complaints.

The head of the support team for the election monitors from the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Ambassador Robert Barry, told reporters yesterday that while there were some irregularities, any demand to nullify the election was unjustified.

“October 9 was a historic day in Afghanistan, and the millions who came to the polls clearly wanted to turn from the rule of the gun to the rule of the law. If their aspirations are to be met, disputes about the validity of election results should be dealt with as the law provides,” he said.

Mr. Barry said one of the problems focused on the indelible ink, which was stamped on each voter’s hand so that they could not vote more than once. In some cases the ink rubbed off, especially after people washed their hands vigorously.

“I don’t know whether the problem was primarily using the wrong marker, although I know that in many cases that was the issue, because the markers in the kits looked very similar,” he said. “But there were obviously other places where the bottles of ink supplied were dried out.”

UNAMA also said that while there were problems with the indelible ink process, they had been solved by late morning on Saturday.

In some polling stations, Mr. Barry added, the agents of candidates or election personnel were observed coaching people about how they should vote. In other stations, candidate agents or election observers were barred from entering.

“Clearly that kind of incident should not happen. But again it’s not unique that it happened here,” he observed. “It happens in many countries, especially where polling station staff is not very well acquainted with the rules and regulations.”

Saturday’s election was the first of its kind in Afghanistan, which endured more than two decades of war and Taliban misrule until late 2001.

* * *

Afghanistan

9 October – Refugees from Afghanistan living in camps and residents of the war-torn nation cast their ballots today in an historic presidential poll amid sporadic violence that officials said was unsystematic.

“Preliminary indications are that a good number of voters are going to the polling stations,” UN spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in Kabul. “As of nine o’clock this morning, we only have reports of one polling station that did not open and that is in Nuristan, as a result of flooding.”

Among refugees, the first Afghan to vote in Islamabad was 19-year old Muqadasa Sidiqi.

But reports of violence marred the milestone election. Ministry of Defence Spokesman General Zaher Azimi reported that four people were injured during an attack on Afghan National Army forces outside of Kabul. He also cited reports of an attack in Farah province.

But he stressed that “the voting is going on as normal and people are going to the voting stations and voting for the candidate they like.”

Ministry of Interior Spokesman Lutfullah Mashal said there were “some minor attacks on polling stations” overnight “but no casualties are reported as of yet.”

He described the violence as “uncoordinated, hit and run or indirect attacks” and praised the cooperation between Afghan and international security forces.

The Joint Afghan-UN board overseeing the process issued a statement in response to allegations of irregularities by a number of candidates who are calling for the election to be halted and for the votes already cast to be invalidated.

“Given the complexities of this electoral process, there have inevitably been some technical problems,” the board, known as JEMB, said. But it emphasized that “halting the voting at this point is unjustified and would deny these individuals their fundamental right to vote.”

The statement reassured voters, candidates, and observers that procedures exist to respond to complaints. “All complaints and irregularities raised with the JEMB will be thoroughly investigated and taken into account when the JEMB deliberates on the extent to which the election accurately reflects the will of the Afghan people.”

The Board encouraged all Afghans to vote and, “above all, to maintain the peaceful environment that has prevailed today throughout the country.”

* * * 

Somalia

11 October – Culminating a two-year negotiation process, Abdullahi Yusuf has been elected as the transitional president of Somalia – a move welcomed today by Secretary-General Kofi Annan and members of the United Nations Security Council, who all said it marks an important step towards the reestablishment of peace and stability in Somalia.

Reacting to Mr. Yusuf’s election Sunday by the Transitional Federal Parliament of Somalia, a spokesman for Mr. Annan reiterated the UN’s readiness “to do its utmost to support the return of normalcy and good governance in Somalia” and urged all Somalis to “be part of the effort to restore peace and security in their country.”

Both the Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council said they looked forward to the formation in the near future of a transitional federal government for Somalia.

The two officials also commended the efforts of those involved in the negotiation process, particularly Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki, his Government as well as other members of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).

Delivering the Council’s press statement, Ambassador Adam Thomson of the United Kingdom, which holds the 15-member body’s rotating presidency for the month, said it would hold consultations on Somalia on 26 October. The Secretary-General is due to submit a report to the Council before that date.

* * *

Sudan

11 October – Urging them to seize the chance to end their long-running civil war in southern Sudan, the senior United Nations envoy to the country today met representatives of both sides as they took part in peace talks aimed at ending the conflict that has cost two million lives since 1983.

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, held talks with Sudanese Vice President Ali Othman Taha and John Garang, Chairman of the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters.

Negotiations between Khartoum and the rebels resumed in Kenya last Thursday under the mediation of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) after they had stalled earlier this year following the signing of draft protocols on some of the areas in dispute.

While in Nairobi, Mr. Pronk also met a delegation from the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), one of two rebel groups that took up arms against Sudanese Government forces in the Darfur region last year.

Those discussions focused on the expected resumption in Nigeria of peace talks aimed at solving the separate conflict in Darfur, which has led to the deaths of thousands of people and forced more than 1.65 million people to flee their homes.

Mr. Pronk emphasized the importance of reaching a negotiated political settlement that tackles the root causes of the Darfur conflict in a sustainable manner, Mr. Dujarric said.

Meanwhile, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) issued a statement deploring the deaths of two humanitarian workers with the aid organization Save the Children (UK).

Initial reports indicated the two workers’ vehicle was struck by an explosion – caused by a landmine or unexploded ordnance – in North Darfur, Mr. Dujarric said.

* * *

Secretary-General

11 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan held talks today in Beijing with China’s Foreign Minister, reviewing key regional developments, including the nuclear programme in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the weekend’s elections in Afghanistan.

During an extensive discussion between Mr. Annan and Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing that continued through a working lunch, the two also examined the UN’s role in Iraq, the Iranian nuclear issue, the crisis in Sudan’s Darfur region and the situation in Myanmar, according to a spokesman travelling with the Secretary-General.

At a subsequent press conference, Mr. Annan was asked about the international conference on Iraq. “It is going to be an important meeting,” he said, because it would bring together Iraq, its neighbours and other members of the international community.

But he said it was too soon to comment on whether the Iraqi resistance would be invited. “I think the underlying message of that conference is that stability of Iraq is in the interest of every country and that the international community should come together and do whatever it can, working with the neighbours and Iraq, to stabilize Iraq,” he said.

Afterwards, the Secretary-General addressed students at Tsinghua University, where he said, “No visitor can help feeling the excitement of a great country developing at breakneck speed, and every day opening up new vistas of knowledge and opportunity to its citizens.”

He called on China to help the world reach the targets set in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), warning that if it did not, there would be “terrible consequences for humanity.”

Earlier Monday the Secretary-General met with Qian Qichen, a member of his High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenge and Change, which is due to present its report in December following a year’s deliberation on how best to adapt the UN to today’s world.

Mr. Qian talked of the Panel’s deliberation on Security Council reform, preventive action, including intervention, and the composition of the UN Commission on Human Rights. The Secretary-General said he looked forward to meeting with the Panel members when they returned to New York in November for their final meeting.

Mr. Annan then met at the UN House in Beijing with the head of UN agencies, funds and programmes that work in China for a review of their activities. They reported on China’s coming to grips with HIV/AIDS and its rapid economic growth, its fiscal reform, demographic policy, human rights issues and other matters.

While there, he also participated in a celebration of the 25th anniversary of the UN’s presence in China, attended by senior Chinese officials as well as UN staff.

The Secretary-General, accompanied by his wife, Nane, then toured information booths that explained the UN’s work in the country. Asked by a reporter about the AIDS problem in China, the Secretary-General said he was “very pleased” about recent progress. “The Government at the highest level has declared its support and determination to fight the disease,” he said.
At the start of his official visit yesterday the Secretary-General met with Prof. Yongxiang Lu, President of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, who described the Academy’s work, including in the areas of agriculture and medicine.

Mr. Annan then met with Khalid Malik, the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) Resident Representative in China, for a review of the world body’s work in the country. Mr. Malik described the Chinese Government’s increasing interest in the MDGs, a set of eight, time-bound targets that seek to restructure the world’s social fabric, from slashing extreme poverty and hunger to curbing infant mortality and major diseases to improving access to education and health care – all by 2015.

* * *

Haiti

11 October – Working to create a secure environment in Haiti so that the country’s constitutional process can unfold, United Nations peacekeepers and Haitian National Police have conducted a joint operation in the capital, Port-au-Prince, suffering minor injuries during the arrest of several dozen people there, a UN spokesman said today.

During the five-hour operation on Saturday, 73 people were arrested, a Brazilian soldier was slightly injured and a member of the Haitian National Police was wounded, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said at the daily press briefing.

In northern Gonaïves, an Argentine soldier was injured while clearing a roadblock. He and the wounded Haitian policeman were hospitalized in Port-au-Prince, Mr. Dujarric said.

The UN recently redeployed hundreds of troops to Gonaïves to help out with the humanitarian relief effort after Tropical Storm Jeanne wreaked havoc across the area.

* * *

Lebanon

11 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon has expressed “serious concern” over the large number of Israeli air violations that took place across the line of withdrawal today.

“The United Nations calls again on the Israeli authorities to cease these violations of the Blue Line and reminds all concerned that one violation cannot justify another,” Staffan de Mistura said in a statement released in Beirut.

A dozen incidents were recorded by this afternoon, with reports indicating that that jets flew over areas in the southern and eastern parts of the country. Sonic booms also apparently took place in some locations. There have been no reports of any anti-aircraft fire.

Israeli air violations have occurred sporadically throughout a recent period of relative calm along the Blue Line.

* * *

Myanmar

11 October – Opium cultivation in Myanmar dropped 29 per cent this year compared to 2003, continuing a steady decline that began nearly a decade ago, according to the annual country survey released today by the United Nations anti-drug office.

The Myanmar Opium Survey 2004 reveals that opium cultivation this season is estimated at 44,200 hectares, representing a cumulative decline of 73 per cent when compared to the 163,000 hectares in 1996. Meanwhile, opium production for 2004 totalled 370 tons, a 54 per cent reduction over the previous year.

About 260,000 households – mostly in remote, mountainous and isolated areas – were involved in opium cultivation, often the primary or sole source of income, the survey says. However, the average income of non-opium producing households is 30 per cent higher than opium producing households.

“Opium is a last resort for farmers confronting hunger and poverty,” Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the Vienna-based UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), told an audience in Brussels. “If we do not provide for the basic human needs of farmers in Myanmar, they will never escape the vicious circle of poverty and opium cultivation. The opium communities will remain vulnerable to human rights abuses, human trafficking and forced relocation.”

The survey also indicates the average farm-gate price of opium has increased by 80 per cent over last year to $234 per kilogram, up from $130 in 2003, reflecting the scarce opium production this season – a possible incentive for farmers to cultivate greater amounts next year.

Mr. Costa recalled that the UN’s key goal in Myanmar is democratization and reconciliation, as well as a national commitment to drug control. “The international donor community carries a responsibility to support this process by providing alternative sources of income to those families in Myanmar whose livelihoods are adversely impacted by the loss of opium-generated revenue,” he said.

A senior UNODC official briefing reporters in New York said promoting stability and peace while working to eradicate poverty were essential to sustaining the cut in opium cultivation in Myanmar.

“With the higher prices for opium due to the decreased supply, farmers might find new incentive for resuming cultivation,” Vincent McClean, the Office’s New York representative, said.

* * *

Vaccination

11 October – With some 2 million children dying annually from vaccine-preventable diseases, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) chief Carol Bellamy today called on the world’s leaders to form a “coalition of the powerful,” to provide effective immunization for the children who presently have no access to it.

“Industry, governments and community leaders have a moral obligation and a vested interest in closing the gap between the reached and unreached,” she said in a keynote address to the World Vaccine Congress in Lyons, France. “We’ve made progress before, but much more needs to be done to end stubborn inequities that cost millions of children’s lives.”

Ms Bellamy pointed to the polio eradication effort as an example of the global community’s capacity to reach children in the most remote places as well as those who are socially marginalized. “The lesson here is: If we can come this close to eradicating polio, there is no excuse for not ridding the world of killers like measles, too.”

The 70 per cent of children reached worldwide in 1990 with the “basic six” vaccines against whooping cough, measles, diphtheria, polio, tuberculosis and tetanus had not changed, she said.

The three-pronged approach of a Global Vision and Strategy for Immunization jointly developed by UNICEF and the UN World Health Organization (WHO) aims to reach more children with lower-cost, effective vaccines, to link routine immunization to other health interventions and to introduce advanced vaccines at affordable prices. Those could include inoculations against rotavirus, human papilloma virus, pneumococcal infection, dengue fever and even malaria, she said.

A global survey of child mortality UNICEF made public last week showed that 98 countries are lagging behind in their efforts to reach the globally agreed Millennium Development Goal of a two-thirds reduction in child mortality from 1990 to the year 2015, especially in countries plagued by conflict or HIV/AIDS where immunization rates are generally low.

“It’s clear that we have to learn some new tricks to reach the goals the world has set for itself,” Ms. Bellamy said. ”The strongest possible partnership between the private and public sectors is a crucial first step, both in ensuring a steady, affordable supply of vaccines and in making sure it reaches the children who are hardest to reach.  It’s a double challenge.”

* * *

Global Day Against Pain

11 October – Seeking to draw attention to the need for better pain relief for people with diseases such as cancer and AIDS, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today urged global action to help the sick get adequate medication to alleviate their suffering.

The effort is part of the first Global Day Against Pain, a campaign cosponsored by WHO and organized by the International Association on the Study of Pain (IASP) and the European Federation of the IASP Chapters.

New statistics released by the two organizations indicate that one in five people suffer from moderate to severe chronic pain, and that one in three are unable or less able to maintain an independent lifestyle due to their pain. Between one-half and two-thirds of chronic pain sufferers are less able or unable to exercise, enjoy normal sleep, perform household chores, attend social activities, drive a car, walk or have sexual relations. The effect of pain means that one in four persons say that relationships with family and friends are strained or broken.

The statistics also reveal that pain is second only to fever as the most common symptom in ambulatory persons with HIV/AIDS. Pain in HIV/AIDS usually involves several sources at once. The causes include tissue injury from inflammation (including autoimmune responses), infection or neoplasia: so-called nociceptive pain. Nearly half of pain in HIV/AIDS is neuropathic, reflecting injury to the nervous systems.

Oral morphine has proven to be a cost-effective pain medication for the treatment of moderate to severe pain when the underlying cause is cancer or HIV/AIDS. However, opioid analgesics are not adequately available, particularly in developing countries with limited resources, due to ignorance of their medical use, restrictive regulations and pricing issues.

“The majority of those suffering unrelieved pain are in low and middle-income countries where there is an increasing burden of chronic diseases such as cancer and AIDS,” said Dr. Catherine Le Galès-Camus, WHO Assistant Director-General for Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health.

“Limited health resources should not be allowed to deny sick people and their families the dignity of access to pain relief and palliative care, which are integral to the right to enjoy good health,” she said.

* * *

UN security

11 October – With the United Nations and its workers facing a level of threat that has increased exponentially over the years, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has proposed a new security structure to help protect the more than 100,000 UN officials and some 300,000 of their dependants stationed at over 150 offices around the world.

“The Organization cannot succumb to a ‘bunker mentality’ and shrink from the work the world’s people expect it to do. A degree of risk cannot be avoided; the challenge is to mitigate it,” he says in a report to the General Assembly on a strengthened and unified security management system for the United Nations.

To meet that challenge, the Secretary-General calls for combining three separate entities currently responsible for staff safety – the Office of the Security Coordinator, the UN Security and Safety Services and the security component of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations – into a new Directorate of Security to be headed by an Under-Secretary-General reporting directly to him.

The new Directorate will be set up to assess threats and risk, and provide common security policies and standards throughout the UN system. Day-to-day decision-making on security matters, meanwhile, will remain with local offices.

The Secretary-General also calls for a significant increase in the number of security personnel, particularly in the field.

“Security is a precondition to programme delivery in many parts of the world. Indeed, in some cases a failure to improve security would leave the Organization facing equally unpalatable alternatives: suspending United Nations activities or continuing them amid unacceptable levels of risk,” he says.

Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is scheduled to present the report Wednesday to the UN’s main budgetary committee.
* * *

Great Lakes

11 October – With women in Africa’s Great Lakes region comprising both a regional majority and the more vulnerable group on many fronts, their representatives have called on governments in the area to establish a Truth and Reconciliation Commission to address gender-based crimes and other rights violations. 

The delegates to the third and final Specialized Group Meeting, held in Kigali, Rwanda, on Sunday represented seven of the 11 countries participating in next month’s International Conference of the Great Lakes Region, which was proposed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Present at the meeting were women from the host country, Rwanda, as well as Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia, according to the office of Mr. Annan’s Special Representative for the Great Lakes Region.

Their recommendations called for legislation to protect and uphold the human rights and dignity of women and girls, concrete measures to find and punish perpetrators of such crimes against humanity as rape and other gender-based violence, and programmes to end ethnic prejudice and exclusion.

The meeting also wanted the Great Lakes Regional Women’s Forum institutionalized to monitor the Conference process and to serve as an instrument for conflict resolution.

The two previous Specialized Group Meetings covered youth issues in Kampala, Uganda, and those related to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Arusha, Tanzania. The summit will take place in Tanzania next month.

* * *

Microcredit

11 October – With only 10 per cent of the world’s economically active poor enjoying access to basic financial services, and governments and donors limited in the amount of money they can give, microfinance institutions are an increasingly crucial source of support for the self-employed, Secretary-General Kofi Annan told a regional summit on the issue today.

In a message to the Middle East and Africa Microcredit Summit Meeting in Amman, which began yesterday and runs through Wednesday, Mr. Annan said it is critical that microfinance institutions are able to mobilize resources locally to fill the funding gap.

“At the same time, we need to ensure that such institutions apply sound business practices, maintain operational sustainability, adhere to good governance and clear and transparent reporting, and keep in sight the overall goal of serving low-income clients, including the poorest of the poor,” he said.

In most developing countries, banks and other mainstream financial bodies are reluctant to accept poor clients as customers because they are perceived as less profitable and more risky. Of the estimated 1 billion poor people classed as economically active, only about 10 per cent have access to basic services, Mr. Annan said.

But he said that microcredit – often defined as any programme extending small loans or other financial services such as savings to poor people for self-employment projects that generate income – has been “one of the success stories of the past decade.”

The Secretary-General added that “we have seen that, under the right conditions, access to financial services enables poor people to increase their incomes, build assets and reduce their vulnerability to crises.” It has also been credited with improvements in education, health, nutrition and women’s rights.

Noting that 2005 will be the International Year of Microcredit, Mr. Annan said many microfinance institutions in the Middle East and Africa will remain dependent on external funding.

Mr. Annan’s message was delivered on his behalf by Mervat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia.

* * *

Kosovo

9 October – Visiting areas where Serbs have returned to Kosovo, the senior United Nations envoy to the troubled province today observed minority populations facing an uphill climb on the road to integration.

Søren Jessen-Petersen expressed dissatisfaction at the situation in Bica, where Kosovo Serb villagers are protected by barbed wire barricades and the 24-hour presence of peacekeeping troops. He pledged to work with the local community and municipal authorities to find more sustainable solutions to the current problems.

“In Kosovo in October 2004, a Kosovo that is determined to move towards review of standards and status talks, there should and must be no places where people are forced to live behind barbed wires and protected by KFOR,” he stressed, referring to the multinational Kosovo Force.

KFOR Commander Yves de Kermabon accompanied the UN envoy during the trip, which also took them to the village of Vidanje, where they found measurable progress Mr. Jessen-Petersen said the situation for Serbs there “is the way forward for Kosovo,” noting that local authorities are providing “all the necessary facilities that will allow the returnees and the community to integrate.”

In the first phase of a project funded by the Kosovo Government and implemented by the Danish Refugee Council, 33 Serbs have returned to Vidanje to begin reconstructing their homes before bringing the rest of their family members back to the village. The €970,000 (euros) project involves reconstructing 25 homes, repairing infrastructure like the village’s water supply, and providing assistance to needy families in the community.

KFOR Commander de Kermabon praised the progress in Vidanje and pledged that KFOR would work with UNMIK and the local representatives in Bica to restore trust between the people there.

“The future of Kosovo is in this confidence, confidence between the inhabitants and confidence between the two ethnicities,” General de Kermabon said.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                    11 October 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Our guest today will be Vincent McClean, the New York Representative of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, who will join me after the briefing to talk about this year’s Myanmar Opium Survey.  

** Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
I have a statement on Afghanistan, on the election:

“The Secretary-General was pleased to learn of the enthusiastic voter turnout in Saturday’s poll for Afghanistan’s first elected President.  It presented the Afghans with a historic opportunity towards the establishment of a stable and democratic State for which they have worked so hard and deserve.  That this election was held without major security incident is a tribute to the determination of the Afghan population.  A number of presidential candidates have cited some electoral irregularities which are being investigated.  The Secretary-General urges the presidential candidates and their supporters to continue to work through lawful measures to resolve such disputes.

“The Secretary-General calls on the Afghans, with the support of the international community, to work in concert to ensure Afghanistan’s transition of a peaceful and democratic nation.”

**Afghanistan
As noted, the UN Mission in Afghanistan said there were some problems in applying indelible ink to voters’ fingers to prevent them from voting more than once, but said that by the late morning, the problem of how to ink voters’ fingers had been addressed.  That and other irregularities will need to be investigated by the Joint Electoral Management Body, according to the UN Mission.

For its part, the Joint Electoral Management Body issued a statement today saying that it has decided to request the UN to identify an impartial panel of international electoral experts to fully investigate irregularities and difficulties encountered on election day.

The panel members, who have been nominated by the United Nations, are Craig Jenness of Canada and Staffan Darnolf of Sweden.  We have also requested that the European Union identify another expert to work with the panel.

Presidential candidates are to submit their detailed complaints by tomorrow evening, 6:00 p.m., Afghanistan time.  The panel of experts will immediately and carefully review these complaints.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
“The Secretary-General welcomes the election yesterday of Mr. Abdullahi Yusuf as the transitional president of Somalia by the Transitional Federal Parliament.  

“He considers this as another important step toward the re-establishment of peace and stability in Somalia, and he looks forward to the formation, in the near future, of a Transitional Federal Government capable of beginning reconciliation and reconstruction in a spirit of consensus and dialogue.

“The Secretary-General commends the efforts of President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya, his Government, and other Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) leaders, the countries in the IGAD Partners Forum and organizations that have assisted the Somali peace process for almost two years.   

“The Secretary-General reiterates the readiness of the United Nations to do its utmost to support the return of normalcy and good governance in Somalia.  He urges all Somalis to be part of the effort to restore peace and security to their country.” 

And that statement is available upstairs. 

**SG in China
The Secretary-General is in China, as you know.  Today he met in Beijing with Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing for an extensive discussion of international issues that continued through a working lunch.

They spoke in detail about UN reform, and also discussed, among other topics, the six-nation process dealing with North Korea, Taiwan, the UN role in Iraq, and the recent election in Afghanistan, the Iranian nuclear issue, Sudan’s Darfur crisis and Myanmar.

In a press encounter, the Secretary-General was asked about the international conference on Iraq, and said that “it is going to be an important meeting”, and declined to comment on whether the Iraqi resistance would be invited.

“I think the underlying message of that conference”, he said, “is that the stability of Iraq is in the interest of every country”. 

The Secretary-General then went on to TsinghuaUniversity, a centre of academic excellence in Beijing, where he told the students,“no visitor can help feeling the excitement of a great country developing at breakneck speed, and every day opening up new vistas of knowledge and opportunity to its citizens.”
He called on China to help the world reach the targets set in the Millennium Development Goals, saying that, if it didn’t, there would be “terrible consequences for humanity”. 

Also today, the Secretary-General addressed several hundred assembled United Nations staff at UN House and took questions from several of them.  At the same venue, he participated in a celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the UN’s presence in China, attended by senior Chinese officials as well as UN staff.

And we have more upstairs on the Secretary-General’s programme.

**Sudan – Political
In Nairobi, Kenya -- site of the peace talks on ending the North-South conflict in Sudan -- the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, today met with the a rebel SLA delegation from Darfur.

Discussions focused on the forthcoming peace talks on Darfur to be held in Abuja, Nigeria, and recent developments in Darfur.  Mr. Pronk stressed the importance of pursing a negotiated political settlement on Darfur, which addresses the root causes in a sustainable way.

Also in Nairobi, Mr. Pronk met with Sudanese First Vice-President Ali Othman Mohamed Taha, who briefed him on the ongoing talks between the Sudanese Government and the rebel People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A). 

In addition, Mr. Pronk met with John Garang, the Chairman of the SPLM/A.  They also discussed the status of the ongoing talks in Nairobi.

In both these meetings, Mr. Pronk reiterated the need for both parties to seize this last chance to put an end to their conflict.

**Sudan - Humanitarian
On the humanitarian side, in a press release, the UN mission in Sudan, deplored the loss of life yesterday of two humanitarian aid workers working for Save the Children (UK). 

Initial reports state that a Save the Children vehicle was hit by an explosion in North Darfur.  The mission said it was believed that this explosion was caused by a landmine or some Un-Exploded Ordnance (UXO).

**Haiti – Peacekeepers Wounded
Turning to Haiti, this past Saturday, peacekeepers and civilian police from the UN Mission in Haiti conducted a joint operation in Port-au-Prince with the Haitian National Police, which led to the arrest of 73 people.

The operation lasted close to five hours, and one Brazilian soldier was slightly injured, another one was shot at, but not injured, and one member of the National Police was also wounded.

Also, on Saturday evening, in the northern city of Gonaïves, an Argentine soldier was wounded while clearing a roadblock.  The incident followed an official visit to Gonaïves by Hatiain interim President Boniface Alexandre.

His visit coincided with a strong anti-government protest, which saw the President’s delegation run into a blockade made up of old vehicles, burning tyres, and rocks which prevented the delegation from leaving.

And we have more information upstairs.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, Council members this morning are holding consultations on Cyprus and Bougainville.

On Cyprus, the Chief of the UN Mission in Cyprus, Zbigniew Wlosowicz briefed members on the latest report in which the Secretary-General recommended approval of the mission’s amended concept of operations and force level.  He had also recommended the extension of the mission's mandate for a further six-month period, through 15 June 2005.

On Bougainville, Council members were briefed on a report that noted major progress in the peace process in recent months.  Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Danilo Türk gave that briefing.

And we do expect the members of the Council to issue a statement on Somalia following the consultations.

**Lebanon – Air Violations
Staffan di Mistura, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, has expressed serious concern over the large number of Israeli air violations that took place across the Blue Line today.

Twelve air violations were recorded.  There have been no reports of anti-aircraft fire. 

The UN again calls on the Israeli authorities to cease these violations of the Blue Line and reminds all concerned that one violation cannot justify another.

**UNICEF - Vaccine strategy
From UNICEF, Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the children’s agency, is calling for a “coalition of the powerful” to improve the routine immunization of the world’s children.  Bellamy made the call in her keynote address to the World Vaccine Congress, taking place in Lyon, France, today.

**WHO - Global Pain Day
Today is the first Global Day Against Pain.  The World Health Organization is one of the day’s co-sponsors, and the aim is to draw global attention to the urgent need for better pain relief for sufferers from diseases such as cancer and AIDS. 

WHO says the majority of those suffering unrelieved pain are in low- and middle-income countries, and limited health resources shouldn’t be allowed to deny sick people and their families the dignity of access to pain relief and palliative care -- which are integral to the right to enjoy good health. 

And we have more upstairs from WHO.

**DSG
Tomorrow, Wednesday, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will present the report on UN security to the UN’s main budgetary bodies.  On the following day, Thursday, she will be here at the noon briefing, to discuss the work being done by the UN Secretariat to enhance security.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And our guest at noon tomorrow will be Wolfgang Petritsch, the President-designate of the Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World, which is the first review conference of the anti-personnel mine-ban treaty.

**UN Chronicle
And lastly, World Chronicle programme 946, hosted by Tony Jenkins, will be shown today at 3:30.  The guest is Salil Shetty, the Director of the UN’s Millennium campaign.

And that’s it from me.  Are there any questions before turning to Mr. McClean?  Yes, sir?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Yes, on Afghanistan, how is the team going to work?  I mean, will they basically just... This is kind of to assess the complaints.  Will they just look at bits of paper and then determine, or will they be travelling around the country, or... how’s that going to work?  And I am also wondering what sort of freedom they have to give... I don’t know, say whether these claims have validity or not, given that the UN has already essentially said the elections are free and fair?

Associate Spokesman:  I think they have until 6 p.m. Tuesday to file claims.  The presidential candidates that have claims to file are in the process of filing them.  So, let’s look at the claims first.  I will have to get you details on exactly what the procedures will be for the Commission; how they will do their work.  But I am sure it will go beyond just reading the claims.

Any other questions?  Mr. McClean?

[Briefing by Mr. McClean covered separately.]

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "hosts" ��Xinhua - UN hosts first women's environment assembly in Kenya�


� HYPERLINK "set" ��BBC - Kenya Nobel Winner To Use Substantial Amount Of Prize-Money To Set Up Foundation�


� HYPERLINK "rich" ��Reuters - Kenyan Laureate Urges Rich Nations to Ratify Kyoto�


� HYPERLINK "activist" ��Scoop - UN Applauds Awarding Of Nobel Peace Prize To Kenyan Environmental Activist�


� HYPERLINK "moumin" ��Boston News - As Iraq's new environment minister, Mishkat Al Moumin...�


� HYPERLINK "road" ��Newsday - Iraqi Environment Minister Has Tough Road�


� HYPERLINK "has" ��Seattle Post - Iraqi environment minister has tough road�


� HYPERLINK "Iraqi" ��Washington Post - Iraqi Environment Minister Has Tough Road�





* Daily Nation – Environment activists fete laureate Wangari 
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