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Polluted waterways killing Pakistanis 
Wastes from humans, animals, industry make streams, rivers into cesspools 
 

Rawalpindi, Pakistan -- Mohammad Saleem gingerly picked his way through garbage piles and animal droppings down the sloping bank of the Lai River, eyeing his stable of seven water buffalo cooling themselves in the oily brown water. 

"Everyone knows the water's dirty," he mused, glancing downstream at a group of 10 young boys splashing around underneath Rawalpindi's Pir Wadhai bridge. 

Saleem knows his animals not only contribute to the mess but may also contract -- and pass along through their milk -- waterborne diseases. 

An estimated 150,000 cows and water buffalo routinely bathe in the Lai -- the same animals that provide the milk supply to Rawalpindi and the capital, Islamabad. 

"Too much heat will make them ill anyway," he said of the buffalo, "and how can you deny living creatures a chance to enjoy themselves?" 

Degraded by decades of industrial and human waste, much of the Lai, once a fish-filled freshwater stream, is now a sludge canal threatening the health of more than 2 million people who live along its banks. 

Pakistani citizens are paying a high price for the pollution of their water supply. 

"About 40,000 children a year die from drinking contaminated or polluted water, and 60 percent of infant deaths are caused by waterborne diseases," according to the Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (SPARC). 

Every fifth person in the country suffers from illness associated with pollution, and 40 percent of deaths in urban centers are caused by unsafe water. 

A huge amount of sewage is pumped into the Lai every day. Of 65 million gallons of liquid waste produced daily in Islamabad and Rawalpindi, only 5 million gallons are treated. All the sewage eventually is dumped into the Lai. 

On top of that, hundreds of tons of solid waste from the two cities are added every day. Hospitals, medical schools, textile and marble factories all make their special contribution to the polluted water. 

"Pakistan generates over 50,000 tons of solid waste per day - out of which only 20 to 25 percent is collected but not disposed of in the proper manner. Only 3 percent of the industry treats their wastes, while the rest discharges untreated effluent into rivers, lakes and the sea," states the U.N. Environmental Program (UNEP) country report for Pakistan. 

The resulting contamination has degraded aquatic life to the point where many species, including freshwater turtles, frogs and some fish such as trout are endangered. It also poses serious health risks to humans in the area, UNEP says. 

According to the UNEP report, about 47 percent of the population has no access to safe drinking water, and nearly 84 percent of the rural population is without sanitation facilities. Waterborne diseases account for 20 to 30 percent of infant deaths in the country, and pollution contributes to the incidence of cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, diarrhea, dysentery, yellow fever and malaria. 

Originating in the federally protected Margalla Hills National Park in nearby Islamabad, the Lai is about 26 miles long. From Rawalpindi, it empties into the Soan River and eventually into the Indus, which flows through the cradle of ancient South Asian civilization, home to millions of people. 

"There are 11 government institutions tasked with coordinating on the environment . . . (but) no single entity bears full responsibility," said Ali Tauqeer Sheikh, director of Leadership for Environment and Development (LEAD). 

"You end up with a cycle where every year environmental concerns become a hot issue for a short time, but everything remains the same." 

Over the years, various institutions have launched projects to combat the pollution. In 1996, the Rawalpindi Development Authority, the city's municipal developer, floated a plan to build canals to feed sewage into a treatment plant to be built near the River Soan. The provincial government signed off on the project, but the Punjab Planning Commission held up the $17 million plan until the government changed -- effectively killing the project. 

"For several decades, short-term issues have dominated planning. When the government is worried about surviving the week, they're not worried about environmental consequences five years from now," said Sheikh. "The environment just isn't a priority." 

Illegal felling of trees and digging by slum dwellers and housing developers have all encroached upon the banks of the Lai, increasing the risks of casualties during the annual summer monsoon season. In July 2001, 35 people died when their homes were swept away by floodwaters. 

Sheikh said 54 freshwater streams in 54 Pakistani cities are all being degraded in a similar fashion. 

The government of President Pervez Musharraf has promised to examine the issue, instituting a series of research projects to study ways to combat air and water pollution, but people like Saleem who live on the banks of polluted waterways do not expect positive change any time soon. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

News Today - India

Workshop to train officials on monitoring ozone layer 

                             Meet on hazards posed by chemicals

NT Bureau 

Chennai, Aug 12: 

        The main cause for the depletion of ozone layer is heavy use of chemicals for commercial purposes, according to K Madhava Sharma, former executive secretary, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

        Inaugurating a workshop on train-the-trainers for customs and other national stakeholders on 'Monitoring and Control of Ozone Depleting Substances' here yesterday, Sharma said nearly one lakh chemicals were in commercial use. Annually, about 500 million tonnes of chemicals were sold heavily, which released Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS). 

        The universal problem was the danger posed by chemicals and their heavy usage. Only few chemicals were tested fully for their effects on living beings. Those not tested completely led to many diseases like skin cancer. Hazardous chemical wastes from industries, hospital, time expired pesticides, leather tanning etc were also posing a big danger to environment, he said. 

        Building the capacity of custom officials, who were at the forefront of the country's efforts to combat illegal trade, was vital and the workshop would be of great help, Sharma said and added that the World Customs Organisation (WCO) offered various training programmes to custom officers with the objective of ensuring the implementation and uniform application of the customs conventions that it administers. 

        K M Nair, Commissioner of Customs and Central Excise, said the workshop would be addressed by international experts of UNEP. 

        'Training in chain, the trainees shall disseminate the contents to field formations and the officers at cutting edge level. The training is aimed at sensitising the officers about the urgent need to stop illegal trade with effective implementation of licensing systems', he said. 

        Dr Janusz Kozakiewiez, UN expert from Poland, will impart training in identification of ODS and their impact on environment in general andozone layer in particular. Some of the officials of National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics (NACEN) trained abroad had become experts and were training other officials in South Asian countries, Nair said. 

        NACEN would also formally sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UNEP and would become a centre for training for South and South East Asian countries. 

        Usha Chandrasekhar, director, Ozone Cell, New Delhi, S Sathapathy, project and management unit, Ozone Cell, New Delhi, Meenakshi Passi, additional controller of Central Excise, Mysore were also present. The workshop which began yesterday would be on till 14 August. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Simple Fixes Could Bring Water to Millions - Experts

  STOCKHOLM - Simple innovations such as recycling household water and fixing leaky pipes would bring safe drinking water to hundreds

  of millions of people lacking it today, politicians and scientists said yesterday. 

  More than 1.2 billion people lack access to clean water, according to the United Nations, and 12 million die of diseases caused by poor   water quality each year, said speakers at World Water Week, an annual gathering of some 1,200 water experts from 100 countries. 

  A U.N. action plan aims to halve the number of people lacking access to clean drinking water and tolerable sanitary conditions by 2015,   but little progress has been made so far. 

  "There are people in the semi-arid and arid areas who still have to walk about 10 hours looking for water. That situation is totally   unacceptable," Martha Karua, Kenya's minister of water resources, told Reuters. 

  "Kenya is a water-scarce country, but I believe that with efficient management of our water resources we can use the available water   resources for the benefit of everybody and to cover all our needs," Karua said in an interview. 

  She said rebuilding Nairobi's crumbling water infrastructure with leaking pipes would cost over $80 billion, but much also needed to be   done to eradicate corruption and misuse. 

  "In Nairobi around 40 percent of the water is unaccounted for," Karua said. 

  "It is estimated that there are around 4,000 water vendors licensed by the Nairobi City Council. What is amazing is that very few of these   have any known water source which means basically that we are licensing people to vandalize the system." 

  Providing safe drinking water and sanitation would also save money from health budgets by freeing hospital beds from those suffering   from water-borne diseases and prevent epidemics. 

  "SARS developed in an area where there was virtually no sanitation available and no safe drinking water, and it affected both the people   there but also people living in Canada and the world economy," said Peter Wilderer, professor at the Technical University of Munich. 

  Wilderer has studied recycling household water and said the technical innovations to cut water use dramatically are already there. 

  "This is not an academic exercise. Many large industrial firms have realized this is the market of the future," he said. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Fiji mounts coral rescue plan 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The people of Fiji have launched an ambitious attempt to save their  magnificent coral reefs from uncontrolled development. 

             If people are rich with their resources, they can survive in this world Wana Sivoi, Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific

     The reefs attract thousands of tourists, yet the impact of tourism is one of the main threats  they face. 

     Another is chemical run-off from intensive agriculture, which is making increasing inroads in Fiji. 

     The Fijians hope their approach will work for other islands facing similar problems. 

     The problems of Fiji's reefs are explored in Waibulabula, a film made by Television Trust for  the Environment (TVE) for BBC World. 

     Click here to watch the programme 

     Waibulabula, the name of the project, means "living waters" in Fijian, but the water flowing off

     the island has for years been helping to kill the coral. 

     Only one destination 

     The island gets plenty of rain, which helps to carry fertilisers and chemicals off the sugar  canefields and into the streams. 

     Suva, the capital with 80,000 people, is the largest urban centre in the South Pacific. Many of  its rivers are contaminated with sewage, which also finds its way to the sea. 

     But the problem is especially acute on the southern coast of Viti Levu, the largest island of Fiji.   Austin Bowden-Kerby is a scientist working on the Coral Gardens Initiative. 

     He tells TVE: "This was called the coral coast of Fiji - now it's called the dead coral coast...  This is the inner reef, and it's in very bad shape. 

     "It's got a little film of mud from the agricultural run-off. In the near-shore area there were live  corals up until very recently. These have all been killed by the run-off, and there are just algal  mats all over what used to be beautiful corals." 

     Part of the problem is the local villages' sewerage systems, whose contents all end up on the  reefs. 

     But tourism has a malign effect. Most resorts treat their sewage but then release the nutrient-rich water to find its way to the sea. 

     Removing the invaders 

     The fish which tourists can see from glass-bottomed boats are disappearing. So some hotels are upgrading their sewage treatment plants, and one has installed an artificial wetland, three  linked lakes which purify the sewage. 

     In some cases the dried sludge is bagged up and taken for safe disposal elsewhere. 

     To try to help the reefs to recover, volunteers removed an infestation of crown-of-thorns starfish from the coral. 

     They thrive in the nutrient-rich water, and left to themselves will eat the coral. 

     Survival guide 

     Austin Bowden-Kerby says the scheme is helping in another way: "What's happening is the herbivorous fish are coming in large numbers now. 

     "Parrot fish, surgeon fish, rabbit fish, they eat the algae. So even though there's fertilisations,  it's keeping the algal cover down." 

     Wana Sivoi works for the Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific, which has  developed the plan to save the reefs. 

     She says: "If you have a lot of money and you have no resources, you cannot eat money. So,  to me, the resources are more important than anything, because if people are rich with their  resources, they can survive in this world." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Canada Wildfire Forces 1,000 to Flee a Second Time
  CALGARY, Alberta - More than 1,000 people in Western Canada were forced to evacuate their homes for a second time yesterday, just days after returning to them, as one of the biggest of the wildfires in the region quickly expanded. 

  Officials said that the 79-square-mile Lost Creek fire flared up again on Monday and advanced to within 1.5 miles of the town of Blairmore, Alberta, which is home to about 2,000 people. 

  This prompted an evacuation order for 1,100 people in Blairmore to be reissued, said John Irwin, mayor of Crowsnest Municipality, in southwestern Alberta. 

  Strong winds were whipping the blaze, which has been devastating the heavily treed Crowsnest Pass region in the Rocky Mountains for more than two weeks. 

  More than 800 firefighters are trying to hold back the flames and have so far been successful in preventing any loss of life or damage to  buildings. 

  About 1,200 Blairmore residents returned to their homes on Friday, when the threat from the massive blaze appeared to have eased. 

  "We again had to evacuate that area. Happily, before it got all the way, the wind shifted and died down and water-bombers came in and it

  was held at that point," Irwin said. 

  When they got home last week, the residents were still on alert to leave at an hour's notice. The blaze has grown by nearly 15 percent  since Friday. 

  "Everybody is pretty wary and the evacuation went quite smoothly," he said. 

  Much of Western Canada has sweltered through a dry summer, creating what some officials are calling the worst forest fire conditions in  half a century. 

  West of Alberta, 860 fires were burning in British Columbia yesterday. Most are less than a hectare in size, but dry conditions in the  southeastern region of the province threaten to allow several blazes to expand, officials said. 

  British Columbia is spending nearly $3 million a day to fight the fires. 

  Fires have burned over 225,000 acres in British Columbia this year, but officials say it is too early to estimate the commercial damage in lost  timber because some trees in the burned-out areas may still be salvageable. 

  More than 8,500 people were evacuated in British Columbia at the height of the fires last week, but nearly all have been allowed home. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

13 August 2003
General Environmental news

Aid bodies seek 8 million dollars for Sudanese flood victims

Khartoum, Sudan (PANA) - The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other aid agencies in Sudan have appealed to the international community for 8.63 million US dollars to provide emergency aid to thousands of flood victims in a town east of the capital. An estimated 250,000 people have been made homeless by the flooding in Kassala, about 450 km from Khartoum. The Sudanese government estimated Tuesday that it needs millions of dollars to rebuild Kassala after floods left at least nine people dead, destroyed hundreds of homes and schools, swept away electricity poles and forced the closure of the town's only hospital. The Al-Gash River began rising steadily late Wednesday morning before breaking through its dikes and pouring into Kassala. Earlier Monday, Kassala Governor Lt. Gen. Farouq Nour told visiting President Omar el-Bashir that more than 1,800 houses had been destroyed, along with 90 of the region's 101 schools. The main road west to Khartoum, 400 km away, was destroyed. In a press release, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent said water treatment a priority to prevent the spread of disease. An emergency water sanitation unit was being dispatched with the help of the German and Austrian Red Cross chapters.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007693&dte=12/08/2003
Heat wave kills 5 million chickens in Morocco 

Rabat, Morocco (PANA) - About five million chickens have been destroyed by the heat wave that swept through Morocco in the past several days, "L'Economiste" newspaper reported yesterday. The damage is estimated at about 10 million US dollars, according to a release by the Inter-professional Federation of the poultry sector (FISA), quoted by the newspaper. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007623&dte=12/08/2003
Minister Decries Rise in Human-Wildlife Conflict

The East African Standard (Nairobi): An Assistant Minister yesterday asked the Lands and Settlement Ministry to introduce a land-use policy to safeguard co-existence between wildlife and communities around game parks. Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife Assistant Minister Wangari Maathai said this would ensure that a well-defined policy is put up to safeguard use of land around the parks. "We need to have parcels of lands next to the parks demarcated and uses of the land designated to avoid frustrating the peaceful existence of the animals," Maathai said. The Minister observed that many people had encroached into land belonging to game parks and their use of the land was interfering with free movement of wildlife. Maathai cited Kitengela area bordering the Nairobi National Park as having been encroached upon by influential flower farm owners. She said their practices were not conducive for the natural existence of the wildlife. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308120276.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –12 August   2003

www.tierramerica.net
Andean Glaciers Are Disappearing Fast




By Gustavo González*
"Eternal ice" no longer exists in Latin America. Peru's glacier on Huascarán Mountain, one of the most famous in the Andes, has shrunk 40 percent in the past 30 years.
SANTIAGO - Glaciers around the world are disappearing more quickly than initially thought, and global warming is believed to be the culprit. The deglaciation phenomenon -- while most intense in Antarctica -- is having a major impact on the mountains of Latin America, warn scientists. 

One can no longer speak of "eternal ice" in reference to mountain glaciers. This is proved by the continual reduction of the glacier-covered areas of the Southern Ice Fields in Chile and Argentina, of the Mexican volcano Popocatépetl, and of the Callejón de Huaylas, known as "the Peruvian Switzerland". 

Latin America's glaciers are suffering the devastating impacts of global warming and of the meteorological phenomenon of rains and drought known as El Niño and La Niña, and of volcanic eruptions. 

Glaciers hold 70 percent of the planet's freshwater, equivalent to a depth of 70 meters across the world's oceans. Antarctica stores 91 percent of this ice, but the importance of the remaining nine percent is not to be underestimated. 

As water sources, glaciers are vital for herding communities and for farmers, but environmentalists report that they are also being destroyed by mining companies, which consume large quantities of water in processing ore. 

Interest in Mexico's glaciers was spurred by the search for indicators of global warming, says Patricia Julio, researcher at the Geology Institute of the Autonomous National University of Mexico. 

Popocatépetl, "mountain that smokes" in the indigenous Náhuatl language, rises 465 meters above sea level and is located where the states of Morelos, Puebla and Mexico meet, some 60 km north of the capital. 

The process of glacier extinction there began to pick up speed in 2000, due to volcanic activity, though climate change and the impacts of human activities have long been affecting the ice fields. 

"What happens next winter (December through February) could be definitive" for the glaciers' survival, Julio told Tierramérica. 

Mexico's glaciers are of particular importance because they are the only ones situated within 19 degrees latitude North. In 1997, scientists began systematic observations of Popocatépetl, whose total glacial area was estimated at 0.53 square km in 2000. 

The ice fields lost 1,500 square meters per year from 1982 to 1996, and its current area is just 30 percent of what was measured in the 1950s by archeologist José Luis Lorenzo. 

Peru, meanwhile, with 470,000 hectares covered by what "eternal ice", possesses 70 percent of the mountain glaciers within the Earth's tropics. 

In the past 20 years the ice-covered area of the Peruvian Andes has been reduced 20 percent, says activist Jorge Alvarez, with the non-governmental Board for the Defense of Natural and Cultural Heritage. 

"And the process is tending to accelerate," he said in a Tierramérica interview. 

"On Mount Huascarán, Peru's most famous mountain, a loss of 12.8 square km of ice has occurred, around 40 percent of what it covered 30 years ago," noted Alvarez. 

"The acceleration of the deglaciation process is a catastrophic danger in the short and medium terms," says Carmen Felipe, president of the governmental Water Management Institute. 

In the short term, the melting could cause overflows of reservoirs and trigger mudslides, and in the medium term, reduction in water supplies, said the Peruvian expert. 

In the southern Andes, the most detailed studies are focused on the Southern Ice Fields in the Patagonian region of Chile and Argentina. 

It is the largest glacial area in the Southern Hemisphere, after Antarctica, covering an area of 13,000 square km. 

A report from the University of Chile's Glaciology Laboratory states that most of the ice field's 48 valleys have seen a sharp reduction in recent years. 

The giant glacier lost 50 square km in surface area from 1945 to 1986, while its thickness was reduced by as much as 14 meters between 1991 and 1993. 

The same deterioration suffered in western Antarctica "is occurring on a smaller scale throughout the Andean glaciers," reported award-winning researcher Claudio Teitelboim, of the Glaciology and Climate Change Laboratory at the Center for Scientific Research (CECS) of Valdivia, in southern Chile. 

The director of the laboratory, Gino Casassa, warns that the deterioration of the mountain glaciers is a serious problem, as much for the climate and geographic implications as for the fact that "during droughts we rely on the water reserves provided by those glaciers." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ROWA Media Update
Bahrain

Dangers of fish farming in coastal waters highlighted

GENEVA: The explosion in fish farming in coastal waters around the world is a mounting danger to the environment and to the survival of wild species, the conservation organisation WWF-International said yesterday.

And the Swiss-based body said fish escaping from pens used by the growing number of salmon-breeding businesses on inland rivers could speed the destruction of stocks of wild Atlantic salmon, highly prized for its rich taste.

"The spread of the aquaculture (sea farming) industry must be controlled to avoid physical damage to coastal ecosystems and wild species and to lessen negative environmental impacts on coastal communities," WWF expert Simon Cripps said.

Farm-free zones and marine protected areas should be set up around coastlines to protect vulnerable species and the environment in which they lived.

The statement from the body - known generally as the World Wide Fund for Nature but called the World Wildlife Fund in the United States - was issued in advance of a major gathering of industry representatives in Norway today.

The gathering, AquaNor, is held every two years, attracting fish farmers from all over northern Europe, and some from much farther afield. Some 20,000 are expected to attend this year's meeting and exhibition in Trondheim.

WWF-International said fish and shellfish farming was the world's fastest-growing food sector, worth more than $56 billion annually, and was set to overtake cattle ranching by the end of the current decade.

"The industry, which provides one third of the fish consumed globally, has been allowed to grow unchecked, resulting in an increasing number of environmental problems," said the privately-funded body, which has national sections in most countries.

In 2002, the WWF said, more than 630,000 farmed salmon had escaped in Norway alone - more than the total number of the already-endangered wild Atlantic salmon spawning in its rivers.

Fish farms on coastlines, the WWF said, can damage the environment by releasing food waste, pathogens and chemicals into the water and air.
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=58541&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=26145
Kuwait
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Kuwait Diving Team lifting large amounts of scraps from the seabed

Shaikha Amthal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, chairperson of the Kuwaiti Committee for Voluntary work, praised the efforts of the Kuwaiti Diving Team in protecting the environment. The team lifted large amounts of iron leftovers from the seabed, which were posing a threat to marine life. 
http://www.kuwaittimes.net/today/local_news.shtml
UAE

Greenery projects being executed in Ajman

Ajman Municipality constructed recently a comprehensive nursery for supplying seeds and various types of plants as part of its major beautification and greenery plans that covered several areas in the emirate. 

The horticulture section of the Ajman Municipality is implementing several afforestation projects. 

The municipality will soon start operating a new irrigation system during the next few months at Musharaf Garden which is considered one of the most beautiful sites in the emirate. A fence around the garden was also constructed.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august284.xml
Private firms get a pat for keeping Dubai clean

Hamdan Al Shaer, Director of the Environment Department in Dubai Municipality, praised the role played by the private companies for helping in the cleanliness drive in different areas of Dubai by sparing their technical and human resources. 

He said the municipality has taken a serious initiative to activate the role of different sections of the society in supporting environmental and volunteering activities to service the society's environment. It also encourages preserving the beauty of the city. 

Mr Al Shaer said that the Waste Services Section in the Environment Department has been exerting great efforts in enhancing the role of the private sector in taking up the national responsibility and effective and continuous participation in the environmental issues.

Private companies, he noted, cleared up land of piling up debris and stopped leaving huge volumes of waste at different areas. They also co-operated during emergency situations and worked for creating solid landfills for waste, swept the main roads and stopped abandoning agricultural waste.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/august/theuae_august279.xml

Iraq

Boiling Basra bares Iraqis' discontent with coalition

Two days of angry protests in the second city Basra have underlined many Iraqis' discontent with life under American and British occupation.

But the resentment is not restricted to the impoverished south, where fuel and power shortages and soaring temperatures sparked violence over the weekend.

In the capital too, Iraqis complain of disrupted basic services and fear of cri-me, despite widespread relief that they are rid of Saddam Hussain's repression.

"We are expecting more violence here in Baghdad, in Basra and elsewhere in Iraq if they don't do anything to improve the situation," said Sadeq Jaffer, a street vendor in Baghdad.

"We have gained freedom but we have lost security and basic services."

With innocent civilians getting caught up in the violence, grievances over the muscular tactics adopted by U.S. forces in fighting guerrilla resistance and criminals crop up regularly in conversation.

"It is simple: if someone kills your son, wife or brother without any reason but only that they happen to be walking or driving in the street what you will do? You retaliate," said Sami Tuma. He says U.S. soldiers shot his brother when he failed to stop his car at a vehicle checkpoint. 

"The Americans haven't been able so far to win our hearts because of the harsh way they treat us," Tuma added. Many Iraqis had high expectations of what the United States could achieve after overthrowing Saddam in April. Some are disappointed, although President George W. Bush has called for patience. 

"America is a superpower and I can't believe that it cannot change its policy and find quick solutions to our daily problems," said Ali Murtada, a Baghdad shopkeeper. 

"We want deeds not words," said Abu Mohammed, a retired teacher. Hardly a day passes in Baghdad and other cities without lurid rumours of murder and kidnap. 

Newspapers, exercising a new-found freedom, also carry reports of killings, robbery and extortion. Although officials made many people's lives miserable under Saddam, such anarchy is new for Iraqis. U.S. 

officials say they are taking firm steps to stamp out a crime wave. They are recruiting new Iraqi police and civil defence forces. "People are worried that if the Americans do nothing, the already unstable situation could become worse and worse," said Fadhil Abbas, a former civil servant who is now unemployed. 

Bush said on Friday that U.S. forces were slowly but surely wiping out those responsible for attacks on American troops in Iraq, but gave no timetable for an end to occupation.

In Basra, British troops restored badly needed electricity to parts of Basra and supervised distribution of gasoline yesterday after two days of protests over fuel and power shortages.

Basra had been one of the quietest cities in the country. But on the second day of protests Sunday, an Iraqi protester and a Nepalese security guard were shot dead. 

The protester was killed after an angry crowd tried to block vehicles crossing the main bridge leading to the airport and the British military headquarters. It was not clear who shot the demonstrator. 

The dead guard worked for Global Security, a private compaproviding security and other services for coalition bases throughout the country.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=94954
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Deeply concerned, Annan condemns two suicide bombings against Israelis

*
UN team arrives in Liberia to jump-start relief efforts

*
Sierra Leone court says Taylor must face justice to ensure lasting peace in Liberia

*
Iraq: UN envoy welcomes Governing Council’s steps towards new constitution

*
UN convoy of Iraqi refugees delayed by Basra unrest

*
DR of Congo: UN mission chief meets with top Ugandan officials

*
UNICEF envoy calls for an end to rape of women, children in DR of Congo

*
UN mission to launch new weapons amnesty in Kosovo

*
Roma agree to remain in former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia – UN agency

*
UN agency steps up efforts to assist Angolan refugees to return home

*
Russian Federation: UN appeals for release of aid worker abducted in Dagestan

*
On International Youth Day, Annan calls for strategies to provide ‘decent’ work

* * * *

Middle East

12 August – Voicing deep concern over the escalation in violence, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the two suicide bombings in the Israeli town of Rosh Ha’ayin and outside the settlement of Ariel, and urged both Israelis and Palestinians to adhere to the Middle East peace plan and show restraint.

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the current escalation in the violence, including the recent (Israeli) incursion into Askar refugee camp near Nablus and last night’s shooting incidents in the Gaza Strip,” Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by a UN spokesperson. “He urges both parties to adhere to their Road Map obligations and to exercise restraint in the face of provocation.”

The Road Map peace plan, sponsored by the so-called diplomatic Quartet of the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation, calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

Two Israelis were killed and a dozen others wounded in the bombings, and Mr. Annan extended “his sincere condolences and sympathy to the families of the victims of these terrorist attacks.”

* * *

Liberia

12 August – A senior United Nations relief official led an 11-person team into the Liberian capital Monrovia today to accelerate efforts to get desperately needed food and clean water to thousands of people crowding the capital’s streets.

Delivering food to needy people is the top humanitarian priority, and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said it hoped to immediately resume full-scale distribution in the capital once access to its warehouse has been granted by the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebels who control it.

Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie plans to meet with UN national staff and humanitarian non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well as the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to discuss the most effective ways to proceed with relief operations now that UN international staff have returned. She also plans visiting a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs).
The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported that 10 international staff had arrived in Monrovia, including three specialists in child protection. UNICEF said high-energy biscuits and oral rehydration salts would be arriving by plane Thursday or Friday. UNICEF said its main priority was the protection of children and flagged the dire situation of street children in Monrovia who had no access to food or water.
The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is flying in supplies, including food and equipment, for re-stocking their office in Monrovia. Tomorrow it plans to fly in staff and fuel. On Friday a UNHCR ship carrying food supplies for some 7,000 people will arrive. That ship is expected to ferry Sierra Leonean refugees back to Freetown.

On the peacekeeping front, the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) flew in no soldiers or equipment to Monrovia because of bad weather in the Liberian capital. Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia, is scheduled to leave later today for the region.

* * *

Liberia

12 August – Declaring that President Charles Taylor’s departure from power in Liberia was a “significant, but incomplete” step in West Africa’s struggle for peace and stability, the prosecutor for a special war crimes tribunal in Sierra Leone today called on the international community to ensure that the former Liberian leader stood trial for the charges against him.

“There can be no true peace while [Mr. Taylor] remains at large,” said David Crane, Chief Prosecutor for the Freetown-based Special Court for Sierra Leone. He called on the international community to take the steps necessary to make certain that Mr. Taylor was arrested and brought before the tribunal, and noted that West African leaders as well as the United Nations had assured his office that an international war crimes indictment “was not considered open to negotiation and ransom.”

On 4 June, the Special Court unsealed its indictment against Mr. Taylor, which included an international warrant for his arrest. He is charged as one of those “bearing the greatest responsibility” for war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other serious violations of international humanitarian law committed during Sierra Leone’s bloody 10-year civil war. The alleged crimes include murder, taking hostages, sexual slavery, and the use of child soldiers.

* * *
Iraq

12 August – The top United Nations envoy in Iraq today warmly welcomed steps taken by the Iraqi Governing Council to draft a new constitution for the country and offered the world body’s help.

“As a matter of principle, the SRSG strongly supports the choices freely made by the Iraqi people without any external interference during the process which will lead to the adoption of the new constitution,” said a statement by a spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Sergio Vieira de Mello, using the initials that stand for his title.

The Governing Council yesterday set up a preparatory committee entrusted with finding the appropriate mechanism to draft a new constitution.

Wishing the preparatory committee “all success in achieving its goal in a speedy manner,” Mr. Vieira de Mello said: “This work will prepare the ground for adopting a new constitution that embodies the aspirations of the Iraqi people.”

He reaffirmed that the UN “will put its capabilities at the disposal of the Iraqi people, if they so request, to support the process they will choose in achieving this vital objective of drafting their new constitution.”

Although established by the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority, Mr. Vieira de Mello has endorsed the body as a valid partner for the UN, telling the Security Council last month: “We now have an institution that, while not democratically elected, can be viewed as broadly representative of the various constituencies in Iraq. It means that we now have a formal body of senior and distinguished Iraqi counterparts, with credibility and authority, with whom we can chart the way forward.”

Mr. Annan has also welcomed the Governing Council as “an important step towards the full restoration of Iraqi sovereignty.”

* * *

Iraq

12 August – Recent unrest in the southern Iraqi city of Basra has forced the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to interrupt in mid-journey its second repatriation of refugees from Saudi Arabia since the fall of Saddam Hussein, a spokesman for the agency said today.

Some 250 refugees had already left Rafha camp on Sunday when security restrictions in Basra, following weekend clashes between angry crowds and British forces delayed its further progress, UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski told a briefing in Geneva.

The refugees are now waiting in an empty pilgrim facility at Ar Raq’i, near Saudi Arabia’s border with Kuwait, and should resume their journey on 16 August, when the situation in Basra is expected to have improved, Mr. Janowski added.

The first repatriation convoy of some 240 Iraqi refugees arrived in Basra in late July. Despite this movement from Rafha, UNHCR said it was not promoting returns to Iraq, and would not do so until conditions in the country become conducive to larger scale repatriation.

The agency only expects limited numbers of refugees to return this year, all of them people clamouring to go home despite the difficult conditions. UNHCR recognizes that refugees can exercise their right to return, and is closely coordinating the repatriation movements with the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority to ensure they take place in a gradual and orderly manner, in view of Iraq’s fragile absorption capacity.

* * *

DR of Congo

12 August – The head of the United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) opened his first official visit with top authorities in neighbouring Uganda with an update on the overall Congolese peace process and progress of the new power-sharing government.

During a visit yesterday to Uganda’s capital Kampala, William Lacy Swing, head of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) met with Vice-President Gilbert Bukenya and updated the Ugandan Government on recent developments in the DRC peace process. He also confirmed that the transitional government effectively “took off,” saying progress had been noted and that a meeting of armed groups operating in Ituri is scheduled for next Thursday in the Congolese capital of Kinshasa.

Mr. Swing also announced that MONUC troops would be ready to take over from the multinational force due to withdraw from Bunia on 1 September. He thanked Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni for the facilities availed to the mission’s logistic base in Entebbe in the framework of its operations in Ituri. He also pointed out that his visit in Uganda coincided with the signing of the State of Forces Agreement between Uganda and MONUC, which officially authorizes the opening of a MONUC office in Kampala.

* * *

DR of Congo

12 August – Oscar®-award winning actress Jessica Lange, newly appointed Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), has called on the international community to put an end to the widespread brutal rape of women and children in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

“The world must stop the horror and help the survivors. And those responsible must be brought to justice,” Ms. Lange said yesterday in London, where she just returned from a trip to the war-torn country. “Of the women and children who survive the stunning brutality, the physical, emotional and psychological damage will last a lifetime.”

Last week, Ms. Lange visited eastern Congo on a four-day trip focused on sexual exploitation and rape and where she met with children and women affected by the conflict.

UNICEF said combatants of all armed groups in the DRC have committed brutal and sometimes systematic rape and other forms of sexual violence. Women and girls are often raped during military operations as a form of punishment for allegedly “supporting the enemy” and to instil shame and fear within the community. Husbands, fathers and children are sometimes forced to watch.

“It is overwhelming to witness their tremendous humanity in the face of such unspeakable brutality and the courage and strength with which they are facing the future,” Ms. Lange said.

The lethal combination of high rates of HIV among soldiers and the massive number of rapes in eastern Congo means a possible death sentence for raped girls and women. Data from the Panzi hospital in Bukavu indicates that approximately 27 per cent of rape victims tested positive for HIV, according to UNICEF.

The conflict in DRC is one of the world’s worst humanitarian crisis and the most deadly war ever documented in Africa. It has claimed an estimated 3.3 million lives since 1998 – mostly women, children and the elderly.

* * *

Kosovo

12 August – The United Nations mission in Kosovo is set to launch a month-long weapons amnesty in September, its third such effort to take out of circulation “the huge quantity of unauthorized weapons” left in the wake of the fighting between ethnic Albanians and Serbs.

The executive decision, signed in the Kosovo capital of Pristina today by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Deputy Special Representative for Police and Justice, Jean-Christian Cady, will allow Kosovans to surrender all weapons without fear of prosecution. Persons found in possession of illegal weapons after the amnesty deadline will be liable to prosecution and imprisonment of up to eight years or a fine of up to €7,500 (euros).

“This weapons amnesty programme is part of our continued efforts at taking out of circulation the huge quantity of unauthorized weapons in Kosovo,” Mr. Cady said. “The danger of having illegal weapons at homes is their potential for converting an ordinary domestic or neighbourhood dispute into a tragic saga of violence and death.”

The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and the international security force (KFOR) will designate at least one stationary weapons collection point in each of the five regions in Kosovo. There will also be mobile weapons collection units that travel to specific locations.

The last such amnesty took place in March 2002.

* * *

Kosovo

12 August – Hundreds of Kosovo Roma who had been camping near the border between the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece for nearly three months have now agreed to remain in the Republic, following negotiations including the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

The group of 668 agreed to leave the border village of Medzitlija where they had been camping since 19 May in an unsuccessful bid to enter the European Union, UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski said today in Geneva. This follows months of talks involving the refugees themselves, the Macedonian Government, the European Union, local organizations and UNHCR.

They were moved to the Macedonian capital Skopje and the city of Kumanovo over the weekend. Out of the group, 122 persons were accommodated in the Katlanovo collective centre, 254 in private accommodation in the Skopje region, while 292 were taken to a temporary transit shelter in Kumanovo, Mr. Janowski added.

Thousands of Roma fled to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in 1999 as Serbian forces pulled out of Kosovo, fearing revenge attacks by Kosovo Albanians who accused them of siding with the Serbs. Some have since gone back to Kosovo or moved to Serbia proper but more than 2,500 remain in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

* * *
Angola

12 August – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today it is stepping up efforts to assist displaced Angolans to relocate home after a 27-year civil war and expects 12,000 returnees from neighbouring countries by week’s end.

The refugees – returning from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Zambia and Namibia – will spend the first few days back in Angola in reception centres, where they receive landmine awareness training and information on HIV/AIDS. They will also receive some food, a construction and basic domestic supplies.

“UNHCR is looking at gradually increasing the pace of returns as more areas become open for return in Angola. A total of 13 communes are now open for organized return,” a spokesman for the agency, Kris Janowski, said in Geneva.

Mr. Janowski added that many other communes were still out of reach because of bad roads, broken bridges or the presence of landmines. UNHCR staff is currently visiting several provinces to identify the next steps required to open up new corridors of return in the next one to two months.

An estimated 4.5 million Angolans lost their homes and some 450,000 others were driven into neighbouring countries before the war ended last year. UNHCR has appealed for $29 million for the Angola operation and has received just over $15 million thus far.

* * *
Dagestan

12 August – Marking the anniversary of the abduction in Dagestan, Russian Federation, of an international aid worker, the United Nations today reiterated its appeal for his immediate and safe release, stressing that such kidnappings hamper humanitarian efforts in the North Caucasus.

The UN said it remains deeply concerned about the fate of Arjan Erkel, the head of the Médecins Sans Frontières mission for Dagestan, who was kidnapped in Makhachkala on 12 August last year.

“The UN condemns Mr. Erkel’s abduction and wishes to underscore once again that such actions undermine the effective provision of humanitarian assistance to the thousands of civilians in need in the North Caucasus,” the office of the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in the Russian Federation said in a statement.

In the past few months, the UN has welcomed the news from investigators that Mr. Erkel is alive, as well as Russian President Vladimir Putin’s public assurances that his country’s law enforcement bodies will continue their search.

A delegation, including UN representatives and donor countries, today concludes its two-day visit to the North Caucasus where it was expected to raise the issue of Mr. Erkel’s fate in meetings with authorities there.

* * *

International Youth Day

12 August – With 74 million young people currently unemployed, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan marked International Youth Day today with a call for strategies to provide “decent and productive work” around the world and thus avoid “the tragedy of young lives misspent in crime, drug abuse, civil conflict and even terrorism.”

“Rising unemployment takes a heavy toll among young people who are particularly vulnerable to shocks in the labour market,” Mr. Annan said in a message celebrating the fourth such Day. “Lay-offs, restructuring and insufficient opportunities to enter the world of work condemn many to a life of economic hardship and despair.”

Noting that in the next 10 years, more than 1 billion young people will enter the working age population, he added: “We must develop strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work that will allow them to become independent and responsible global citizens. This involves promoting employability, equal opportunities, entrepreneurship and employment creation for youth all over the world.”

Mr. Annan stressed that the Youth Employment Network he had formed as part of the global partnership for development, one of the goals set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, aimed to mobilize financial resources for youth employment, build bridges between school and work, and invite youth organizations to play an active role in the design and implementation of national action plans.

“Young people should never be seen as a burden on any society, but as its most precious asset,” he declared. As one of the (network) Panel members rightly stressed, unemployment is the problem; youth is the solution.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           The following is a Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on the bombings in

     Rosh Ha’ayin and Ariel:

           “The Secretary-General condemns the two suicide bombings in the Israeli town of Rosh Ha’ayin and outside

     the settlement of Ariel today that killed two Israelis and wounded some dozen others.  He extends his sincere

     condolences and sympathy to the families of the victims of these terrorist attacks.

           “The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the current escalation in the violence, including the recent

     incursion into Askar refugee camp near Nablus and last night’s shooting incidents in the Gaza Strip.  He urges both

     parties to adhere to their Road Map obligations and to exercise restraint in the face of provocation.”

           **Liberia

           An eleven-person team composed of UN agencies and led by Deputy United Nations Emergency Relief

     Coordinator Carolyn McAskie has arrived in Monrovia today to accelerate humanitarian operations.

           McAskie plans to meet today with UN national staff and humanitarian non-governmental organizations, as well

     as the International Committee of the Red Cross, to discuss the most effective ways to proceed with humanitarian

     operations now that UN international staff have returned.

           Delivering food to people in need is the top humanitarian priority.  Several NGOs are currently distributing high

     protein biscuits supplied by the World Food Programme.

           On the peacekeeping front, no soldiers or equipment were flown to Monrovia from Freetown by the UN mission

     in Sierra Leone because of bad weather in the Liberian capital.  Helicopters that left for Monrovia had to return without

     landing due to heavy rain.

           Jacques Klein, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, is scheduled to leave later today for

     the region.

           On the ground, humanitarian agencies reported stepped up aid efforts.  The UN High Commissioner for

     Refugees (UNHCR) said it has brought food and some equipment for the agency's office in the Liberian capital.  On

     Wednesday, UNHCR will send in another plane with two additional international emergency staff, as well as urgent

     supplies such as fuel and other equipment for the office.

           UNICEF reported that 10 international staff had arrived in Monrovia, including three specialists in child

     protection.  The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said high-energy biscuits and oral rehydration salts would be

     arriving by plane Thursday or Friday.  UNICEF said its main priority was the protection of children and flagged the dire

     situation of street children in Monrovia, who had no access to food or water.

           According to the World Food Programme (WFP), two WFP international staff had arrived in Monrovia

     yesterday.  WFP hoped to have quick access to its food stocks in warehouses in the port of Monrovia.  Once WFP

     had access, it could immediately start the distribution of food.

           David Crane, the Prosecutor for the Special Court for Sierra Leone, said that the departure of Charles Taylor

     from power and from Liberia constitutes a significant but incomplete step forward for West Africa in establishing a just

     and stable peace.  He called on the international community to ensure that Taylor stand before the Special Court for

     Sierra Leone to face the serious charges against him.

           “Mr. Taylor left Liberia as an indicted war criminal and remains an indicted war criminal”, Crane said.

           **Iraq

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, in a statement we have

     available upstairs, warmly welcomed the formation by Iraq’s Governing Council yesterday of the Preparatory

     Committee that is to find the appropriate mechanism to draft a new Iraqi constitution.  He wishes the Committee

     success in achieving its goal in a speedy manner.

           Vieira de Mello reaffirmed that the United Nations will put its capabilities at the disposal of the Iraqi people, if

     they so request, to support the process of drafting a new constitution.

           In other Iraq news, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recommends that States

     maintain a ban on forced returns to Iraq and that no returns take place at this time, including of people whose requests

     for asylum have been rejected.

           A UNHCR convoy that was to bring refugees back to Iraq from Saudi Arabia’s Rafha camp yesterday has been

     delayed, due to recent protests in Basra.  That convoy is now expected to enter Iraq on 16 August.  We have more

     details in today’s UNHCR notes.

           **Security Council

           There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled today.

           Tomorrow, the Security Council has scheduled consultations on Afghanistan, with the Secretary-General’s

     Special Representative Lakhdar Brahimi attending.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           During a visit to Uganda on Monday, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic

     Republic of the Congo (DRC), William Swing, announced that the UN mission troops would be ready to take over from

     the Multinational Force due to withdraw from Bunia on 1 September.

           While in Kampala, Swing also updated the Ugandan Government on recent developments in the DRC peace

     process.  He confirmed that the transitional government effectively took off.  A meeting of armed groups operating in

     Ituri is scheduled for next Thursday in Kinshasa.  We have a press release with more details upstairs.

           **Kosovo

           The UN mission in Kosovo today announced that a weapons amnesty policy would be in effect throughout

     Kosovo for the month of September.  During that time, any person in Kosovo who possesses a weapon without valid

     authorization can surrender it to law enforcement authorities without fear of prosecution.  But, if Kosovars are found to

     possess illegal weapons after the 30 September deadline, they could face imprisonment and fines of up to 7,500

     euros.  We have more details in a press release upstairs.

           **Angolan Refugees

           With over 12,000 Angolan refugees going home since the start of voluntary repatriation on 20 June, the UN

     refugee agency is increasing efforts to open up areas of return and to help returnees reintegrate in their home areas.

           A 27-year civil war displaced an estimated 4.5 million Angolans within the country and drove some 450,000

     others into the region before the fighting stopped in 2002.  To finance these repatriation and reintegration efforts in

     Angola, UNHCR has appealed for $29 million and received $16 million so far.

           **Russia

           The Office of the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Russia today reiterated its appeal for the release of Arjan

     Ekrel, who had headed the Doctors without Borders relief mission in the Russian republic of Dagestan before he was

     abducted a year ago.  The UN condemns his continuing abduction and underscores that such actions undermine the

     effective provision of humanitarian assistance to thousands of civilians in need in the northern Caucasus.

           **Youth

           Today is International Youth Day, and the Secretary-General, in a message to mark the occasion, says that

     youth unemployment is a problem affecting all countries, with an estimated 74 million young people currently out of

     work.  We must develop strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive

     work, he says –- a task that will become more crucial over the next decade, when more than a billion young people will

     enter the working-age population.

           And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is there any status on Arjan Ekrel, any status of his whereabouts?

           Deputy Spokesman:  We don’t have information on that, no.  All right, have a very good afternoon.

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Pakistanis" ��San Francisco Chronicle - Polluted waterways killing Pakistanis�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��News Today - India - Workshop to train officials on monitoring ozone layer� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Reuters - Simple Fixes Could Bring Water to Millions - Experts�





























Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
17

