[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





[image: image2.jpg]


 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 13 August  2004

[image: image3.jpg]




Other Environment-related News

· BBC - Dozens killed by Chinese typhoon 

· Reuters - China Quake Cracks Reservoirs, 47,000 People in Danger
· BBC - Heat waves set to become 'brutal' 
· ENS - Avian Flu Strikes South African Ostriches 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP

Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  12 August 2004



BBC

A torch-bearer for the UN 

	By Eric Falt 
Director of Communications, United Nations Environment Programme 


At 4pm, in the afternoon heat of Kalyvia outside Athens, I do not really need to warm up. 
I am preparing to carry the Olympic torch on behalf of my organisation - the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

With world-famous marine explorer Jean-Michel Cousteau and devoted Greek-American environmentalist Tony Diamantidis, I have been invited by the Greek organisers to be part of the Global Torch Relay, only 24 hours before the flame reaches the Olympic Stadium. 

In fact, I appear to be the last non-Greek to carry the torch. Who could refuse such an offer? 

The environment is officially recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the third pillar of Olympism - and UNEP has tried to raise the importance and visibility of environmental issues in the games. 

'Foul shantytown' 
The idea is simple, albeit still new to many. The quality of the environment affects sports - who wants to jog amidst garbage? - and sports affect the environment. 

The sport community - from events organisers and stadium builders to sports goods manufacturers and the athletes themselves - must therefore ensure that sport creates the minimum harm and the maximum benefit to society and nature. 

As I look around, I can see that the whole of Greece has mobilised to offer its most inviting face. The country has been scrubbed clean. 

The 2004 games will not be the "greenest" ever, but Athens has gone a long way from being the "foul, drunken shantytown plagued by water shortages, campfire smoke and sewage" depicted in a description of the ancient games that took place here 2,000 years ago. 

Moving ideals 
At 4.15pm, I hear a roar from the Greek crowd as Jean-Michel approaches. 

I light my torch to his and finally start my short stretch of running. 

Somehow, I think back to the beginning of my career and the first time I entered the UN headquarters in New York. 

	
	With goose bumps rising on my skin, I remember another route lined with people 11 years ago, when I was part of the first UN group to enter Haiti after the ousting of military dictators 
Eric Falt 


I feel the same sort of emotion. It should be no surprise, though, since the Olympics and the UN share many of the same ideals and principles. 

I run along the Olympic route lined with olive trees, with thousands of people cheering, and hundreds of children waving olive branches and chanting "Hellas! Hellas!" 

With goose bumps rising on my skin, I remember another route lined with people 11 years ago, when I was part of the first UN group to enter Haiti after the ousting of military dictators. The reason for the joy of the people was much different then, but on both occasions I find them "liberated". 

The Greeks are liberated from the wait and the anxiety, satisfied with their collective achievement. The Olympic Games are here at last and I can see unmistakable pride and happiness all around. 

Sport, politics, peace and the environment. Who says they are not connected? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UN 
Government leaders, UN officials to meet in Athens on 14 August to discuss contribution of sport in peace-building, fight against HIV/AIDS

BODY:
NEW YORK (United Nations Fund for International Partnerships) - Heads of State and government and senior United Nations officials will be among those meeting in Athens on 14 August, during the Olympic Games, at a special round table discussion of the contribution that sport can make to addressing global problems.

The discussion, titled "Harnessing the Power of Sport for Development and Peace", will take place at the Megaron, Athens Concert Hall, on Saturday 14 August from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Co-sponsored by the United Nations Fund for International Partnerships (UNFIP) and the non-governmental organization Right To Play (formerly Olympic Aid), the round table aims to encourage governments to use sport as a policy tool for development and peace. Two panel discussions will highlight the humanitarian potential of sport focusing on:

- Sport as a powerful vehicle for teaching HIV/AIDS prevention, mitigating the impact of the disease and contributing to the elimination of stigma and discrimination; and

- Sport as a valuable and apolitical method for promoting peace, tolerance and understanding and for bridging social, cultural and demographic divides.

A question-and-answer session for journalists will follow the event. 

The event is organized in cooperation with the United Nations Foundation and will be held under the auspices of the City of Athens and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Culture of the HellenicRepublic.

The audience will be drawn from government representatives, international experts on sport for development, representatives of the United Nations and its agencies, development professionals, athletes, representatives of the world of sport and members of the Olympic Family. Some 400 guests are expected to attend the round table, each with a high level of interest in the humanitarian potential of sport.

Participants

Shashi Tharoor, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information will moderate the discussion, and United Nations speakers will include Adolf Ogi, Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace; Eveline Herfkens, Executive Coordinator, United Nations Millennium Campaign; Carol Bellamy, Executive Director, United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF); Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); and Wendy Chamberlin, Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees.

Other high-profile participants include Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik of Norway; His Royal Highness the Prince of Orange; Her Royal Highness Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein of Jordan; Shimon Peres, former Prime Minister of Israel and Founder of Peres Centre for Peace; Thomas Bach, Vice-President of the International Olympic Committee; Dora Bakoyannis, Mayor of Athens; George Papandreou, Vice-Chairman of the International Olympic Truce Foundation; Viviane Reding, European Union Commissioner for Education and Culture; Ambassador Walter Fust, Director-General of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation; Dennis Bright, Minister of Youth and Sport of Sierra Leone; Okello Oryem, the Minister of State for Education and Sports of Uganda; Joel Libombo, Minister of Youth and Sports of Mozambique; Stephen Owen, Minister of State of Canada; and Johann Olav Koss, Olympic gold medallist and President and Chief Executive Officer of Right To Play.

Background

The Athens round table is a follow up to the first round table - "Healthier, Safer, Stronger: Using sport for development to build a brighter future for children worldwide" - held at the Salt Lake City Olympic Games in February 2002. The Salt Lake City round table was a catalyst for the establishment of a United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force to examine the potential of sport to contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Following the Task Force report, the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution 58/5 entitled "Sport as a means to promote education, health, development and peace" and proclaimed 2005 the International Year of Sport and Physical Education (IYSPE 2005).

Organizers

The United Nations Fund for International Partnerships, assisted by the United Nations Department of Public Information and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), provides support for the Secretary-General's Special Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace, Adolf Ogi. The UNFIP's role encompasses guidance on sport-related project partnerships and support to the International Year of Sport and Physical Education 2005. Together with Mr. Ogi's office, UNFIP facilitates development of strategic partnerships by engaging the sports world with the United Nations and by fostering collaborations with the international sport community and sports-related organizations. It encourages the use of sport as a means to reach the Millennium Development Goals, and spreads information about the value of sport and play as a tool for development, health and peace.

Right To Play is a humanitarian non-governmental organization that uses sport and play programmes to encourage the healthy physical, social and emotional development of disadvantaged children. It seeks to improve the lives of children and to strengthen their communities by translating the best values of sport into opportunities to promote development, health and peace.


CONTACT: Camilla Schippa, Outreach Officer, UNFIP
Tel: +1 212 963 3441
e-mail: Schippa@un.org


((M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com)).
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Arab News

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Friday 13 Auugst 2004

Kingdom to join clean-up the world campaign

JEDDAH, 13 August 2004 — Motivated by a common concern for their local environment, thousands of people in Saudi Arabia and the Middle East will clean up next month streets, beaches, reefs and coastal areas along the Mediterranean and the Arabian Sea as part of a Clean Up the World campaign. 

Clean Up the World, held in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Program, mobilizes over 30 million volunteers from more than 100 countries annually to clean up, fix up and conserve their local environment.

The 2004 Clean Up the World weekend is from Sept. 17 to 19. 

Communities throughout the Middle East are encouraged to hold activities to raise awareness of how rubbish in the environment affects our waterways and ultimately our seas and oceans.

In the United Arab Emirates over 800 volunteers, including 300 divers, will remove and recycle rubbish from beaches, reefs and dive sites. During the year volunteers monitor coral and work on the eradication of the crown of thorns starfish.

Volunteers, based in Ras Laffan Industrial City in Qatar, are organizing an artificial reef placement, a mangrove plantation program, beach cleanups and turtle nest recording. 

Concerned for Jordon’s marine ecosystem, local volunteers are organizing waste education programs in schools across Aqaba, the only Jordanian city with direct access to the Red Sea. 

“In a diverse region such as the Middle East it is important that everyone, from the Mediterranean Sea to the Arabian Sea, helps reduce the impact of waste on the environment and the surrounding seas and oceans,” said Ian Kiernan AO, chairman and founder of the Clean Up the World project. 

Participation is expected to increase in countries all over the Middle East, including new members such as Saudi Arabia. 

“It is wonderful to see an increase in participation in this region and I encourage more groups and people to register for free as members of Clean Up the World and take simple, positive steps to protect their environment,” said Kiernan. 

By joining Clean Up the World members become part of a global network of people and organizations concerned about the environment that is endorsed by UNEP.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Dozens killed by Chinese typhoon 
A powerful typhoon has struck eastern China, killing at least 63 people and injuring more than 1,800. 
About 100 people were seriously hurt when the typhoon hit the coastal city of Wenling, in Zhejiang province, at 2000 (1200 GMT). 

Earlier, 300,000 people were evacuated from low-lying coastal areas as Typhoon Rananim headed north-east from Taiwan. 

More than a million people have been relocated from their homes this year because of extreme weather conditions. 

Flood warning 
Pan Jinsong, from the Zhejiang Meteorological Observatory, told AFP news agency Typhoon Rananim was thought to be the worst storm since 1997, when 236 people were killed. 

Officials have warned of flooding, landslides and house collapses. 

	


High winds and heavy rains were expected as far as 250km (150 miles) away in the provinces of Fujian to the south and Anhui to the north, Xinhua news agency said. 

It said the eye of the typhoon was moving at 25km/h (15.6mph) and was expected to pass through Ningbo, Shaoxing, Jinhua and Hangzhou cities. 

Xinhua said 30% of homes along the coast were too weak to withstand strong winds. 

Thousands of houses had already been blown away, and everyone near the coast was being evacuated. 

"The local government will provide food and houses for the people evacuated," a Zhejiang official told AFP. 

The government is guiding the anti-typhoon programme," he added. 

More than 650 people have been killed this year by natural disasters, which have cost more than $4bn in damage, according to official figures. 

The north of China has suffered severe droughts, while heavy rains have caused flooding in southern and central areas. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

China Quake Cracks Reservoirs, 47,000 People in Danger
BEIJING - More than 125,000 people were left homeless after an earthquake in southwest China killed four, injured nearly 600 and cracked walls in reservoirs posing a threat to villages downstream, Xinhua news agency said yesterday. 

The quake, measuring 5.6 on the open-ended Richter scale, rocked the county of Ludian in Yunnan province Tuesday, collapsing more than 18,000 houses and damaging 45,000 others. Relief workers were rushing tents, medicine and food to the disaster area, Xinhua said. 

The State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters issued a notice "requiring comprehensive check-ups to all reservoirs within the earthquake-affected areas, around-the-clock safety patrols and timely resident relocation," it said. 

"About 47,000 residents living downstream of the reservoirs are endangered," the news agency said, without giving details. 

Xinhua quoted Deng Xianpei, mayor of the municipality at the quake's epicenter, as saying the number of injured continues to rise because antibiotics and disinfecting medicines were scarce. 

Xinhua said 594 people were injured, 167 of them seriously, and that about 130,000 people would have to rely on relief food over the next eight months. 

By Thursday, at least 6,000 tents had arrived at the disaster area, Xinhua said. 

The quake almost entirely wiped out the tobacco industry in the region, the news agency said. 

The tremor was the third earthquake to hit Ludian in a year, Xinhua said. Two earthquakes measuring 5.1 and 5.0 on the Richter scale hit the county on Nov. 15 and 26, 2003. Four people were killed and 120 injured in two previous quakes. 

Story Date: 13/8/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Heat waves set to become 'brutal' 
Heat waves in the 21st Century will be more intense, more frequent and longer lasting, US experts report in the journal Science. 
Scientists from the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) used climate modelling to predict geographic patterns of future heat waves. 

Future heat waves in some areas of Europe and North America will become more common and extreme in the second half of the 21st Century. 

The research shows greenhouse emissions are likely to exacerbate the problem. 

	
	It's the extreme weather and climate events that will have some of the most severe impacts on human society as the climate changes 
Jerry Meehl, NCAR 


This is suggested by data that shows present-day heat waves coincide with an atmospheric circulation pattern that is intensified by ongoing increases in greenhouse gases. 

As the pattern becomes more pronounced, severe heat waves will hit the Mediterranean and southern and western US. 

"It's the extreme weather and climate events that will have some of the most severe impacts on human society as the climate changes," said Jerry Meehl of NCAR, who co-authored the research with his colleague Claudia Tebaldi. 

Other parts of France, Germany and the Balkans are expected to become more susceptible to heat waves. 

Maximum intensity 
The researchers chose to model the climates of Europe and North America because the Chicago heat wave of 1995 and the Paris heat wave of 2003 had particularly severe impacts. 

An estimated 15,000 people died as a result of the heatwave in France last August. Chicago's heatwave of July 1995 killed about 739. 

Meehl and Tebaldi chose grid points near these two cities to illustrate heat wave characteristics and generate future predictions using their model. 

Over the coming century, the number of heat waves in Paris was expected to increase by 31% and in Chicago by 25%. In both cities, they would also become more intense. 

The researchers used a computer model called the Parallel Climate Model to examine future heat wave behaviour for the period 2080 to 2099. 

This generated predictions of so called "worst" three-day heat-waves. 

These three-day heat waves showed a rise of more than 3C in minimum night-time temperatures in the Mediterranean region and western and southern US. 

The model was also able to show that they would increase in duration. Parisian heat waves were expected to stretch from the present day range of 8.33 - 12.69 days to between 11.39 - 17.04 days in the coming decades. 

For Chicago, heat waves would expand from 5.39 - 8.85 to between 8.5 - 9.24 days. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Avian Flu Strikes South African Ostriches 
CAPE TOWN, South Africa, August 12, 2004 (ENS) - Avian influenza has killed more than 6,000 ostriches on two farms in the Eastern Cape Province, the first time that the virus has appeared on the African continent. Agriculture and health officials have quarantined 15 farms near the town of Middleton and are killing any birds that are found to be infected. 

Authorities have identified the strain of flu virus as H5N2, which is different from the H5N1 strain that has devastated poultry across eight Asian countries this year. This virus is thought to be less deadly, but South African animal health officials are taking no chances. 

Dr. Emily Mmamakgaba Mogajane, assistant director general, National Regulatory Services, National Department of Agriculture says all poultry in the area, including ostriches, may be slaughtered, and destroyed, as a precautionary measure. 

Ostriches are the largest of birds, growing to eight feet in height and weighing up to 400 pounds. (Photo credit unknown)
The disease remains confined to the two ostrich farms near Middleton in the Blue Crane Municipal District, she said. There are no commercial poultry farms in the area and only very low numbers of backyard poultry. 

Movement restrictions are enforced by a road block cordon around the area, and the public is advised not to take any poultry - including ostriches, birds, and other fowl or their products, including eggs, out of, or into, the affected area. 

Government teams are testing the ostriches on each of the quarantined farms and shooting any that test positive for the virus. Some 30,000 birds are on the farms, but officials say they may not have to kill all of them. The ones that test negative are being isolated from the others. 

The South African Department of Agriculture said the virus is unlikely to affect humans but appropriate biosecurity measures are being taken on all affected farms. 

The infected carcasses are being piled in trenches and covered with lime to stop the spread of the virus. 

Mogajane said the disease was first detected August 2, but the first infections probably occurred on July 21. She said no indication of the disease has been seen anywhere else in the country. 

An ostrich farm in the Western Cape State, not in the affected area. (Photo courtesy Provencal Lodge)
The Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute confirmed the virus strain was H5N2 on August 6. South African authorities immediately suspended all exports of live poultry, pigeons, ostriches and other birds and meat and eggs from those species from the whole Republic of South Africa to all their trading partners. 

The European Commission Tuesday suspended the import of live ostriches and their eggs, meat and products of ostriches and pet birds from South Africa until January 1, 2005. The ban excludes processed leather and egg shells. 

Avian influenza is a highly contagious poultry disease that can cause severe economic damage to the poultry industry and can, in rare cases, be transmitted to humans. In Asia, 23 people have died from avian influenza since last November. 

The South African Ostrich Business Chamber said today that it supports the halt of ostrich exports because "this drastic precautionary measure" will ensure the long term sustainability of the South African ostrich industry. 

Middleton is a center of South Africa's lucrative ostrich industry which supplies meat, skins and feathers. In 2002, the chamber estimates, South Africa slaughtered 310,000 ostriches, as compared to 80,000 slaughtered in the rest of the world. 

In 2003, South Africa is said to have supplied 79 percent of the ostrich skins sold on the world market. The skins are used for clothing, shoes, bags and luxury vehicle upholstery.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

13 August 2004

General Environment News

Africa accounts for 60% of world's slum dwellers
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - About 60 percent of the estimated one billion slum dwellers worldwide are in Africa, Kenyan Lands and Housing Minister Amos Kimunya said in Nairobi Thursday. Opening a habitat stakeholders workshop ahead of the World Urban Forum slated for September in Barcelona, Spain, the Minister warned that the population of the world's slum dwellers could double by 2030 to two billion. Kimunya therefore, urged decision-makers to come up with better planning policies and an improvement in urban governance to combat urban slum. The first global forum on urbanization was held in Nairobi in 2002. The Barcelona Forum would be held under the theme "Cities: Crossroads of Cultures Inclusiveness and Integration." "Individual interests have surpassed those of national development issues, where politicians are only interested in feeding themselves, gluttony has marred development in African countries," the Kenyan Minister lamented. Solomon Karanja, Kenyan representative to the Nairobi-based UN human settlements agency, UN-Habitat, said the workshop demonstrated UN's commitment and assistance to Kenya. He said the world body would help to improve the lives of citizens through better urban settlement programme.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052567&dte=12/08/2004
Sudan's troubled Darfur faces locust threat
Khartoum, Sudan (PANA) - Pest control experts have warned that millions of locusts may be heading for Sudan's strife-torn western Darfur region where fighting between two rebel movements and government forces has given rise to what is being described as the world's humanitarian crisis in recent times. With the prevailing insecurity in the remote western region, it is feared that the authorities would not be able to carry out an effective control, should the locusts invade. "Swarms could get into Sudan any day. We don't know when," local papers quoted Clive Elliott, senior officer in charge of the locust group at the Rome-based UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) as saying. Desert locust swarms usually contain about 50 million insects per square kilometre and can travel up to 150 km a day. They can devastate entire crop fields in minutes, with adult locusts munching their own weight (about two grams) of food a day. Elsewhere, gigantic swarms from North Africa have been reported in several West African countries, with Mauritania hardest-hit as the finger-length insects struck at the height of the planting season, devouring seedlings and standing crops of millet and sorghum. Chad and Niger appealed for international aid last Tuesday to battle the locusts, warning their already-compromised populations could suffer food shortages if the invasion goes unchecked.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052499&dte=12/08/2004
Mali: Government Imposes Six-Month Ban On Tree Felling

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: The government of Mali has imposed a six-month ban on tree felling to try and slow the rate at which the country's savannah woodland is being steadily decimated for firewood and charcoal. However, housewives in the capital Bamako are grumbling that this has pushed up the price of cooking fuel. The Ministry of the Environment estimates that Mali is loosing 400,000 hectares of tree cover a year to meet the rising demand for construction timber and fuel wood. The country's 12 million population consumes six million tones of wood per year. In Bamako that works out at 1.5 kg of wood per day for each of the city's one million inhabitants -- a rate of consumption which this arid country can no longer afford as the Sahara desert, which covers the northern half of Mali, advances steadily southwards. The government has responded at the beginning of July by banning the cutting down of live trees and the export of charcoal for six months. This covers Mali's rainy season and the early cooler part of the dry season which follows. Groups of wardens are due to patrol the forests to ensure the logging ban is adhered to. Anyone wishing to cut down dead trees will require a special permit and will have to work under their supervision. The government has suspended logging until the end of January 2005 as a one-off measure that will not necessarily be repeated in future years. But it is also launching initiatives to boost future wood supplies and increase public awareness when it comes to conservation. During the summer holidays, school children in Bamako have been charged with planting new trees along all the city's main avenues and ensuring that at least 400 saplings are planted in each suburb of the dusty smog-ridden capital. http://allafrica.com/stories/200408120001.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

12 August 2004

General Environment News

Conservation body moves to save DR Congo rhino, elephants

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The International Fund for Animal Welfare IFAW) announced Wednesday an ambitious plan to curb poaching in a major wildlife conservation area of DR Congo. In a release, IFAW said it will in the initiative targeting the endangered elephant and rhino population cooperate with the Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature (ICCN) to reduce poaching at Garamba National Park. "In recent years the park has faced significant challenges, including poaching from armed Sudanese elements and lack of resources, resulting in a significant loss of wildlife," the release indicated, noting that the elephant population in the Park had plummeted from 11,000 in 1995 to 1,453 in 2003. IFAW described the animal sanctuary as "the last refuge of the northern white rhino which is the rarest sub-species of large mammals on earth," and called for concerted effort to save the remaining few species. "The rhino population has been reduced from 1,500 between 1960 and 1965 to an estimated 100 individuals today," IFAW observed. Garamba National Park was declared a World Heritage Site in 1980, and was listed as a World Heritage Site in Danger in 1996. Conflict in DR Congo and neighboring countries has seriously impacted the biodiversity and infrastructure of the park and placed intense pressure on the ICCN personnel.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052371&dte=11/08/2004
FAO donates 90,000 liters of pesticides to Mauritania

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Mauritanian minister of Rural Development and Environment, Ahmedou Ould Ahmedou has received a donation of 90,000 liters of liquid pesticides from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Mauritanian news agency (AMI) reported Wednesday. The donation is support efforts at containing a locust invasion in the country. Ahmedou said more assistance was expected from countries of the sub-region and from the international community.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052403&dte=11/08/2004
Locusts at Cameroon's door steps

Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - A delegation from the Cameroonian agricultural aerial spraying unit has completed an inspection tour of the far north province bordering Chad where swarms of locusts have been observed, official sources told PANA Wednesday. According to the source, the experts visited areas likely to be invaded by the locusts and also sensitized the populations on the threat posed by the pests expected to invade their area during the ongoing rainy season. Members of the unit trained the area's peasants to distinguish between the desert locusts and other insects, as well on how to deal with them using phytosanitary products. Informed sources at the ministry of agriculture said a major locust invasion would cause a lot of problems in Cameroon because the country lacks sprayer aircraft.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052443&dte=11/08/2004
_________________________________________________________________________

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –12 August 2004

General Environment News

Damming the Yangtze's polluters


China Daily 2004-08-12
For thousands of years, rubbish and other pollutants have been lazily piled up along the banks of the Yangtze River in the Three Gorges Dam while sewage flowed untreated into the river. During the annual flood season, the tons of refuse are still being washed away by the rising waters which then drift downstream. …To maintain good water quality of the Yangtze since the damming, the Chinese Government has implemented a 40-billion-yuan (US$4.8 billion) plan aimed at building more than 320 facilities to dispose of sewage and waste discharged upstream during 2001-10 period. … Although authorities were confident that water of the reservoir can be kept clean, critics fear China has long way to go to effectively control pollution. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-08/12/content_364491.htm
Drought may prompt areas to see clouds

Xinhuanet 2004-08-12
Meteorologic departments are looking at seeding the clouds if rain does not alleviate the current droughts sweeping China, reported. Some areas are experiencing severe problems as the summer heatwave continues to sizzle the country. By the end of July, 3.3 million hectares of farmland were suffering from severe dry weather, said the Office of State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters. Around 4.9 million rural people and 3.7 million heads of livestock are facing shortages of drinking water, the office said. The headquarters attributed the drought to sustained high temperatures hit many areas since July. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-08/12/content_1764761.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Denise Cook, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning unanimously adopted a resolution extending the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) by 12 months.  The Council intends to review the Mission’s mandate in 12 months, or sooner if requested by the Government of Iraq.

The Council vote on the resolution came a day after it received a briefing by Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast on the Secretary-General’s recent report on Iraq.

Also yesterday afternoon, Council members approved the organizational plan for the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate, which was established to support the work of the Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee.

**Sudan
Jan Pronk, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sudan, will co-chair the third meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism with the Sudanese Foreign Minister, Mustafa Ismail, this evening.  They will discuss the implementation of the Joint Communiqué and the Darfur Plan of Action, including the identification of areas in Darfur that are to be made secure and safe in accordance with the Plan of Action.

Yesterday evening, Pronk held a preparatory meeting with the Foreign Minister where they also discussed the issue of procedures for humanitarian flights in Darfur, which had been causing delays in the delivery of assistance.  The Foreign Minister agreed to an accelerated set of procedures that will apply to passenger, cargo and helicopter flights.  Pronk welcomed this agreement, which will facilitate essential humanitarian air operations, including airdrops of food and the rapid deployment of emergency relief teams to remote areas.

We reported to you yesterday that the Special Representative held a press encounter with the media in Khartoum.  We now have a transcript of that encounter upstairs.  During the encounter, Mr. Pronk was asked about the reports of air attacks in Darfur, to which he responded:  “Attacks as reported have to be checked; when they took place, and where they took place, we are checking that at the moment.  Information is necessary, but it has to be very concrete”.

Also from Sudan, the World Health Organization (WHO) reports that about 600 cases of the water-borne hepatitis E have been reported in several camps, particularly in West Darfur, the region most affected by the rainy season.  UN agencies and non-governmental organizations are responding with a range of immediate actions, including the chlorination of water points, soap distribution, additional latrines and hygiene education.

**Burundi
Carolyn McAskie, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Burundi, has strongly denounced continuing acts of violence against the civilian population in that country.

In a press release issued today in Bujumbura, McAskie notes continuing evidence of arbitrary executions, torture, sexual violence and arbitrary detentions committed by armed men against civilians.  She adds that these acts are carried out with total impunity and calls for all belligerent parties to end the violence and respect human rights and international humanitarian law.  The full text of Ms. McAskie’s press release is available upstairs.

**Secretary-General Appointments
The Secretary-General today announced the appointment of two Assistant Secretaries-General.

He announced that Margareta Wahlström of Sweden will be appointed Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator.  She replaces Carolyn McAskie, who has gone on to head the UN Mission in Burundi.  Ms. Wahlström recently served in the UN Mission in Afghanistan as the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative, dealing with relief, reconstruction and development.

Also today, the Secretary-General announced the appointment of Rachel Mayanja of Uganda as the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, a post previously held by Angela King.  Ms. Mayanja is currently serving as the Director of the Human Resources Management Division at the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

We have the bio-data for both of the new Assistant Secretaries-General upstairs.

**Bangladesh
Millions of people in Bangladesh face great insecurity and health risks after one of the worst floods their country has ever seen, the UN Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh said in launching an appeal for that country.

The United Nations is appealing for $210 million to help the poorest Bangladeshis survive the next six months, as the nation struggles to secure access to clean water, food, shelter and income.  As the floodwaters recede, diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera and typhoid are spreading rapidly.  And we have more details in a press release in our office.

**Swaziland
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that, by next year, over a quarter of Swaziland’s 970,000 people will again require food aid to survive.

Citing a joint report released by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP), OCHA says that estimated maize production for 2003-2004 is down 13 per cent from last year’s crop.  This is due to erratic rains, chronic poverty and a lack of government funds to purchase previously subsidized fertilizers and seeds.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs notes that the situation isn’t likely to change after one or two seasons of favourable rainfall -– rather, economic deterioration has made food insecurity a long-term problem for large sections of the population in Swaziland.  We have more on this matter upstairs.

**Guatemala
In Guatemala City, an office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) was officially opened this morning.

Speaking at the event, Tom Koenigs, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Guatemala and head of the UN mission there, MINUGUA, noted the UN’s work in the verification of human rights since the mission was established 10 years ago.  He recommended that Guatemala make good use of the unique opportunity which the establishment of this new office represents in terms of technical cooperation, financial assistance and political support on human rights matters.  The full text of Mr. Koenig’s statement is available upstairs.

**Afghanistan
On Saturday, the UN Independent Expert on Human Rights in Afghanistan, Professor Cherif Bassiouni, will begin a one-week visit to Afghanistan, where he will talk with some key Afghan Government and UN officials and make some on-site visits, among other things.  We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.

Also, we have the transcript of a press briefing by Julian Type, an adviser to the Joint Electoral Management body, who discussed the arrangements for Afghanistan’s 9 October elections.

**Rule of Law
In a report issued today, the Secretary-General says that international or mixed tribunals have helped bring justice and hope to victims in many war-torn societies.  This is in a report to the Security Council on the rule of law and transitional justice.  He says that the International Criminal Court offers new hope for a permanent reduction in the phenomenon of impunity.

The report says that truth commissions are also potentially valuable in taking a victim-centred approach and helping to establish a historical record and recommend remedies.

**International Youth Day
Today is International Youth Day, and the theme of this year’s observance is “Youth in an Intergenerational Society”.

To mark the occasion, the Secretary-General called for recognition of the fact that all members of society have contributions to make and needs to fulfil -– and intergenerational solidarity means they can do it together.

The Secretary-General’s message was delivered on his behalf by Under-Secretary-General for Public Information Shashi Tharoor, at the Third International Youth Conference in Barcelona, Spain, today.

In addition, as we mentioned here yesterday, an event to mark the day is being held here at UN Headquarters, and we have more information on that upstairs, as well as copies of the Secretary-General’s message.

**Olympics
The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace, Adolf Ogi, will represent the United Nations at the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games in Athens tomorrow.

Also, the United Nations Fund for International Partnerships is co-sponsoring a special round-table discussion this Saturday in Athens on the contribution that sport can make to addressing global problems.  It aims to encourage governments to use sport as a policy tool for development and peace.

The Under-Secretary-General for Communication and Public Information, Shashi Tharoor, will moderate the discussion, and speakers will include Adolf Ogi and UNICEF’s Executive Director Carol Bellamy.  The audience is expected to include government representatives, sports development experts, athletes, and members of the Olympic Family.  We have more information on this upstairs.

And that is all I have for you today.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Do you have anything new on Mr. Qazi’s [Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq] travel to Baghdad?

Spokesman:  No, we don’t have anything new.  I think we mentioned to you that he is currently in transit.  We usually don’t give out details of that sort of transit.

Question:  Is it still expected that he will be there before the National Conference which starts Sunday?

Spokesman:  Certainly, it is expected that he will be there.

Question:  Could you describe for us the current status of the UN Mission in Iraq and the Secretary-General’s response, how it would help, another year, even though there is not enough security there?

Spokesman:  Well, the situation is very fluid.  It is an ongoing situation of instability, as we all know.  The hope is that the situation will improve and that the Mission will be able to do some useful work there.

Question:  Can you tell us how many people are on the ground in Iraq right now?

Spokesman:  We can’t give you that level of detail.  Mr. Qazi will be there and he will have a team of people working with him.  But that is as far as we can go.

Any other questions?  Thank you.  Good afternoon.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Torchbearer" ��BBC - A torch-bearer for the UN� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Athens" ��M2 PRESSWIRE - Government leaders, UN officials to meet in Athens on 14 August�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleanup" ��Arab News - Kingdom to join clean-up the world campaign�
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