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The Japan Times

'STATE OF THE WORLD 2003'
Have we got the will to survive?

By STEPHEN HESSE

"State of the World 2003," this year's edition of a report published annually by the Worldwatch Institute, arrived in my mailbox several days before the shuttle tragedy, but it sat on my desk unopened until the morning of Columbia's fiery descent. 

That morning, drawn to the report's cover photo of Earth, taken from space, I started reading. 

A few days later, The Japan Times carried an e-mail from Laurel Clark -- one of the shuttle's two female astronauts -- written on the day before she died. "Hello from above our magnificent planet Earth. The perspective is truly awe-inspiring," she wrote to her family and friends of the view that lay below her. 

Together, the shuttle disaster, the photo of Earth, and Clark's words were a troika of events that poignantly captured the tone of this year's Worldwatch report. 

In short, today we live in a world of tragedy, suffering, magnificence and awe, and while our society is troubled and our globe fragile, both are dynamic and resilient as well. Consequently, with a concerted effort, we have the resources needed to realize a socially and environmentally sustainable society. For the most part, we even know what we have to do, and how to do it. 

One of the questions that remains to be answered is also addressed, both directly and indirectly, in "State of the World 2003": Do we have the wisdom and political will to reinvent ourselves in order to create such a society? 

This year's is the 20th edition of the Worldwatch report, and it, as much as any before, provides a thought-provoking and, in turns, distressing and optimistic glimpse of the world we live in. 

Each year, Worldwatch editors select several themes to explore in depth. This year's edition has eight chapters, with titles including "Watching Birds Disappear"; "Charting a New Energy Future"; "Uniting Divided Cities"; and "Engaging Religion in the Quest for a Sustainable World." 

Quest for advancement

Each is authored by a different researcher, and the writing is uniformly informative and accessible. In addition, fact boxes, tables and figures highlight key concepts, and each chapter is thoroughly sourced and referenced. 

In light of the Columbia tragedy, the first chapter, by Chris Bright, titled "A History of Our Future," is particularly relevant to the human quest for technical advancement. As Christopher Flavin, president of Worldwatch Institute, explains in the report's preface, "Bright describes a remarkable advance in human tool-making among a group of people in the Middle East 40,000-50,000 years ago that led to rapid human social evolution -- a critical step toward the development of human civilization and everything that followed." 

The step that was taken -- fashioning blades from stone -- is notable for the advancements it made possible, and especially because it appears to have occurred quite rapidly. Prior to this, Bright writes, "The principal technologies were the use of fire and a relatively simple kit of stone flake tools. This tool kit was the product of nearly 2.5 million years of development. Improvement in it had come at a pace that is, by our standards, excruciatingly slow -- so slow that it could be likened to evolutionary change." 

By learning to fashion blades that were larger and stronger than previous flake tools, "What those Middle Eastern people did was to break the slow, evolutionary tempo of technical development and create an opening for accelerating change," Bright explains. As Flavin notes, this "demonstrates humanity's seemingly limitless potential for change in response to outside pressures." 

This potential for change is the focus of Bright's chapter. "We, the generations who share the planet today, are facing a challenge to innovate on a level that may be as profound as the achievement of our distant ancestors. But we do not have 500 generations' worth of time to accomplish this task. Depending on the degree of misery and biological impoverishment that we are prepared to accept, we have only one or perhaps two generations in which to reinvent ourselves," he writes. 

So it seems the bad news is that time is limited, perhaps very limited. The good news is that we can reinvent ourselves. And this time we are blessed with more than just stones and calloused hands to shape them with. 

No one knows why our ancestors suddenly got their act together, but one theory suggests that the cause was environmental stress. "It is known that the transition occurred during a period of climatic instability, and climate change might have challenged the ingenuity of societies in areas where resources were dwindling," Bright explains. 

Whether environmental factors played a role or not, the potential parallels with challenges we now face over population growth, resource depletion and climate change offer pause for thought. 

Encouraging analogy

Bright also notes that the new mode of tool-making did more than just accelerate the development of sophisticated work implements. "It apparently began as a way of making better tools, but it progressed into the arts, trade and religion," and eventually "created new ways of interpreting the world -- new ways of building deep context for social and individual life," he writes. 

Bright's analogy is encouraging, and suggests that despite the numerous environmental problems we face, humankind can adapt and innovate, even without the benefit of hindsight. 

Furthermore, the dividend of reinventing ourselves could be a new Augustan era of social, economic and environmental sustainability. 

Like the other Worldwatch authors, Bright is careful not to offer too much hope or too much fear. Still, he lists five concerns as the most serious threats we face: population growth; global "geochemical flux" due to pollutants altering key ecosystem processes; the long-term risks of toxic chemicals; biotic mixing by invasive exotic species; and, last, "by virtually every broad measure, our world is in a state of pervasive ecological decline." 

Bright is a realist, but he does not dwell too long on the challenges we face, instead choosing to round out his chapter with examples offering hope and insight. 

In closing, he revisits our Middle Eastern forebears. "Our technologies and social consciousness would hardly seem to have a parallel in their culture. And yet in some fundamental respects, our struggles echo theirs. We, too, rely on technical achievement to catalyze cultural change," he writes. 

Sadly, many of today's achievements are highly valued despite their ability to destroy. From cruise missiles to monoculture plantations, we remain oblivious to the finiteness of what astronaut Laurel Clark called "our magnificent planet Earth." 

If Bright is right, we have but a generation or two to reinvent ourselves and our priorities. 

For a society inured to its own monumental shortcomings, such as AIDS, ecosystem degradation and war, that's not a whole lot of time. 

"State of the World 2003" does not attempt to offer a comprehensive look at the global environment. For this, see "Global Environment Outlook 3," at www.unep.org/geo/index.htm and "Vital Signs 2002," another Worldwatch publication ( www.worldwatch.org). 

Stephen Hesse welcomes feedback at stevehesse@hotmail.com 
The Japan Times: Feb. 13, 2003

_________________________________________________________________________________

The Boston Globe 

February 12, 2003, Wednesday ,THIRD EDITION 

 Survival of coral reefs seen in human hands pollution, overfishing eyed as some

      causes for decline seen globally 

      BYLINE: By David Arnold, Globe Staff 

      BODY: 

      A new global survey shows that the world's coral reefs continue to decline from human-induced stresses

      such as pollution, sediment runoff, overfishing, and the rising temperatures associated with global warming, a top United Nations official said yesterday. 

      But there are also encouraging signs that some reefs considered all but dead four years ago can regenerate

      with human assistance. 

         "I do not like to be a nightmare prophet, but [the specter of dying reefs] is really happening. We have a

      serious problem," Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, said

      at the New England Aquarium where he was promoting a new film about the coral reef that opens today at

      the Simons IMAX Theatre. Corals are not plants, but the external skeletons of 500 to 600 species of tiny

      animals that slowly add to delicate structures that can be hundreds of years old. Perhaps as few as 10

      percent of the millions of plants and animals that live in reefs have been catalogued by scientists, according

      to a UN report that suggests the benefits to humans is just beginning to be understood. 

      AZT, a treatment for HIV infection, is based on chemicals extracted from a Caribbean reef sponge, and more than half of all new cancer drug research focuses on extracts from marine organisms. 

      But coral reefs are unusually sensitive to changes in the environment, making them early indicators of

      problems in the ocean. For example, unusually warm Pacific Ocean waters in 1998 bleached 16 percent of

      the world's known coral reefs to the point that biologists considered them all but dead. 

      However, the new survey by the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network, released two months ago, showed

      that about half of the previously damaged reefs made some recovery, according to Clive Wilkinson, editor of  the Monitoring Network newsletter. The network, which tracks coral reef health in 100 countries, is the

      leading authority on a subject that got virtually no attention just a few years ago. 

      "But about 15 to 20 percent of the world's reefs are still not functioning as proper reefs," Wilkinson said

      during a telephone interview from Queensland, Australia. 

      Reefs in Florida and the Virgin Islands have been heavily damaged by human activity, he added. "These are places where good management extending to human practices ashore could bring the reefs back," Wilkinson  said. "But the will isn't there." 

      While almost all reefs have suffered from spikes of warm temperatures, a reef previously stressed is far less likely to recover, according to scientists. Hurricanes are a natural assailant, but of far greater concern are      the effects of pollution, sediment, and fertilizer runoff from inland development, overfishing, and temperature      spikes caused by climate change. 

      "These reefs are the rain forests of the ocean," said Ghislaine Llewellyn, a spokeswoman for the World

      Wildlife Fund who attended the film's premier yesterday. "Every jungle needs its lions and tigers, but the

      lions and tigers are gone from the reefs," she said. 

      Reef sickness led a team of scientists from the New England Aquarium to the remote Phoenix Islands in the Pacific Ocean to document animal species on a reef that has basically been untouched by humans. 

      Expeditions in 2000, then again last summer, established a baseline in an area relatively unaffected by global  warming where the reef is close to deep, cool ocean currents. "It was absolutely wonderful, like no diving I have ever done because the animals were so abundant," is how Greg Stone, vice president of the New      England Aquarium's global marine program described the experience during an interview from New Zealand. 

      Most of the new film celebrates the biodiversity of reefs with a three-dimensional effect so convincing the

      narrator at one point invites the audience to "go ahead. Touch it." 

      But the last few minutes present the fishless dead reefs that now comprise a growing proportion of the

      planet's corals. 

      "I think that educating our children is our only hope," Gavin McKinney, the director of photographysaid after  the screening. "I knew we were going to make a film about corals. I did not know the problem was so      serious."
________________________________________________________________________________

UNWire

CORAL REEFS: At Film Launch, UNEP Head Outlines Threats To Species 

The United Nations' top environment official told an audience at the New England Aquarium yesterday that a survey of the world's coral reefs reveals the sensitive marine organisms are dying from exposure to pollution, sediment runoff, overfishing and climbing temperatures linked to global warming.

U.N. Environment Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, who was on hand to promote a new IMAX film about coral reefs, said a survey released two months ago by the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network indicated "a serious problem."

"I do not like to be a nightmare prophet, but (the specter of dying reefs) is really happening," Toepfer warned.

Coral, which is composed of the exoskeletons of tiny animals that accrete in plant-like configurations, grows in dense clusters that house millions of plants and animals. The delicate organism serves as an early indicator of environmental changes. In 1998, for example, unusually high temperatures in the Pacific Ocean appeared to destroy 16 percent of the world's known coral reefs.

The survey shows about half of those have since recovered, but Clive Wilkinson, editor of the network's newsletter, says reefs are still in trouble.

"About 15 to 20 percent of the world's reefs are still not functioning as proper reefs," he told the Boston Globe. Reefs in Florida and the Virgin Islands, he said, have suffered heavy damage from human activity.

"These are places where good management extending to human practices ashore could bring the reefs back," he said. "But the will isn't there."

Scientists worry that human-generated stressors will push reefs over the brink. The Boston Globe reports that almost all reefs have suffered from temperature spikes -- and as the survey shows, some can recover -- but those that have already been stressed once are less likely to bounce back. Thus, pollution, fertilizer runoff and overfishing pose serious threats to the delicate creatures (David Arnold, Boston Globe, Feb. 12).

________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire 

February 12, 2003 Wednesday 

Coral reefs: decline  is 'serious problem' - UNofficial 

      BODY: 

      Coral reefs, which are unusually sensitive to environmental changes and early indicators of problems in the ocean, continue   to decline from human-induced stresses, a top United Nations  environmental official said Tuesday. 

      "I do not like to be a nightmare prophet, but [the specter  of dying reefs] is really happening. We have a serious   problem," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N.  Environment Program, said at the opening of a new reefs documentary in Boston. 

      The IMAX documentary explores the biodiversity of a Pacific Ocean reef that has been basically untouched by humans. The film  closes with footage of some of the growing number of fishless 

      reefs. 

      A survey released two months ago by the Global Coral Reef  Monitoring Network, which tracks reef health in 100 countries,   showed about 15 to 20 percent of the world's reefs are not functioning properly. Pollution, sediment, runoff, overfishing, and climate change all contribute to adverse effects on reefs.  The survey also found humans can have a positive impact with  reef-friendly management practices. Half of previously damaged   reefs have made some recovery, according to the study(David   Arnold, Boston Globe, Feb. 12). Coral reefs in marine   protected areas showed stronger signs of recovery (Greenwire,  Dec. 12, 2002). -- AAF 

      LOAD-DATE: February 12, 2003
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New Zealand Herald
US derails UN plan to curb mercury emissions 

12.02.2003 - By CAT LAZAROFF 

NAIROBI, Kenya - (ENS) - The delegates attending last week's international meeting on environmental governance agreed to crack down on sources of mercury emissions around the globe. But objections from the US delegation prevented the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme from adopting binding limits on emissions from power plants and other major mercury sources. 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) agreed to begin the process of helping nations devise methods of reducing their mercury emissions. The mercury decision followed discussions of a global assessment report, compiled by UNEP and other experts and presented to delegates earlier in the week, which highlighted the threat to humans and wildlife from this persistent, toxic heavy metal. 

Last year, the UNEP Global Mercury Assessment Working Group, an assembly of about 150 experts, concluded that "there is sufficient evidence of significant global adverse impacts to warrant international action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment arising from the release of mercury into the environment." Delegates to last week's meeting supported that conclusion, and called for action to reduce mercury emissions. But the United States delegation lobbied successfully to block the adoption of a binding protocol limiting uses of mercury. 

Under the action plan reached at the meeting, UNEP has been asked to assist all countries, particularly developing nations and countries with economies in transition such as the former states of the Soviet Union, in a wide ranging initiative to cut emissions of mercury from major sources such as coal fired power stations and incinerators. 

The agency's measures may include advising countries on cleaner coal methods, improving the efficiency of power stations, and advice and help on switching to other forms of electricity generation including renewable power sources such as wind and solar power. Assisting countries on reducing other sources and causes of mercury pollution, including contaminated waste sites, dental amalgams and equipment, will also be part of the plan. 

The agreement also calls for UNEP to help develop public awareness programs to alert the public to the risks of mercury exposure, particularly to vulnerable groups such as pregnant women and babies, and workers and communities involved in small scale gold and silver mining. 

"We have been meeting to make the Plan of Implementation, agreed five months ago at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), operational," noted Klaus Töpfer, executive director of UNEP. " 

In Johannesburg, it was agreed that by 2020 chemicals should be used and produced in ways that minimise significant adverse effects on human health and the environment. This decision on mercury sets us on course for delivering that in respect of one of the most worrying heavy metals." 

Some nations, particularly the European delegation, wanted more decisive action regarding mercury. Along with representatives of environmental groups, the European delegates called for the drafting of an international protocol that would limit the uses of mercury. 

But the US delegation opposed such action, arguing that such international agreements take too long and cost too much to negotiate. Under the Bush administration, the US has opposed or withdrawn from a variety of international environmental pacts, including the Kyoto Protocol on global climate change. 

An internal US document leaked to a mercury watchdog group last week instructed the US delegates to resist calls for international limits on mercury releases or other mandatory measures aimed at reducing the risk of mercury exposure. The deliberative document called for US negotiators to oppose the adoption of language that would lead to an international convention on mercury, or even require further meetings on the topic. 

US officials were advised to support the creation of a mercury program within the UNEP Chemicals Division, "for the purpose of facilitating and conducting technical assistance and capacity building activities to support the efforts of countries to take action regarding mercury pollution." That was the course of action the negotiators ultimately agreed upon. 

The European delegation was able to require the adoption of language that opens the door to possible future negotiations on a binding mercury treaty. But the next occasion for such talks will be a follow up meeting to be held in South Korea in 2005. 

Critics of the delay in more definitive action argue that the dangers of mercury are too great to ignore. The UNEP report on mercury found that pollution by the hazardous heavy metal is far more widespread and pervasive than previously believed. 

"Mercury is a substance that can be transported in the atmosphere and in the oceans around the globe, travelling hundreds and thousands of miles from where it is emitted," said Töpfer. 

"This new report, requested from UNEP by governments two years ago, shows that the global environmental threat to humans and wildlife has not receded despite reductions in mercury discharges, particularly in developed countries. Indeed it shows that the problems remain and appear, in some situations to be worsening as demand for energy, the largest source of human made mercury emissions, climbs." 

Mercury poisoning of the planet could be best reduced by curbing pollution from power stations, the report suggests. The report, compiled by an international team of experts, says that coal fired power stations and waste incinerators now account for around 1,500 tons or 70 per cent of new, quantified man-made mercury emissions to the atmosphere. 

The lion's share is now coming from developing countries with emissions from Asia, at 860 tons, the highest. 

"As combustion of fossil fuels is increasing in order to meet the growing energy demands of both developing and developed nations, mercury emissions can be expected to increase accordingly in the absence of the deployment of control technologies or the use of alternative energy sources," the report says. 

"There are many compelling scientific, environmental and health arguments for curbing pollution linked with energy production. The mercury report gives us another compelling reason to reduce society's dependence on carbon intensive energy supplies," added Töpfer. 

The Bush administration has resisted calls for mandatory reductions in power plant emissions, calling instead for more research and for voluntary steps to cut air pollution from the energy sector. 

A study of women in the United States, cited in the UNEP report, has found that about one in 12, or just under five million have mercury levels in their bodies above the level considered safe by the US Environmental Protection Agency. Just three years ago, the US Research Council estimated that about 60,000 babies born each year in the US could be at risk of brain damage with possible impacts ranging from learning difficulties to impaired nervous systems. 

However, based on more recent exposure data published by the US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, some scientists think the number of at risk babies could be as high as 300,000. 

Globally the number could run into the millions. Once in the atmosphere, this hazardous heavy metal can travel hundreds and thousands of miles, contaminating places far away from the world's sites where the pollution was originally discharged. 

Animals such as otter, mink, osprey, eagles, seals and some whales that rely on fish as a large part of their diet, have the highest mercury levels of all affected animals. The eggs of certain Canadian birds, such as Leach's storm petrel, Atlantic puffin and northern fulmars, have mercury levels that threaten reproduction, the report says. 

Mercury levels in Arctic ringed seals and beluga whales have increased by up to four times over the last 25 years in some areas of Canada and Greenland. 

"Mercury is a huge problem, a traveller without a passport, that spreads around the world in air and water," concluded Töpfer. 

"Action is necessary. We have to reduce drastically and as soon as possible the risk it poses to a lot of people." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Express 

February 11, 2003 

ASIAN BROWN CLOUD EVAPORATES AT UN MEET 

      India has succeeded in having a draft decision on controversial Asian Brown Cloud issue dropped from the

      consideration of the governing council of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) meet held

      recently in Kenya. At the meeting India had taken the stand that the Indian Ocean Experiment (INDOEX),

      which threw light on ABC, reportedly a thick cloud of aerosols and other particulates over the Indian ocean regions resulting from burning of biomass and fuel wood, was not based on decisions of the governing  council. Actually, Asian Brown Cloud is a haze that prevails for a short period during winter and is neither regionally exclusive nor scientifically appropriate, according to an official release issued here on Tuesday.

      "The draft decision on Asian Brown Cloud was dropped from consideration, after the Indian delegation led by  secretary in the ministry of environment and forest, KC Mishra in the meet highlighted the scientific

      uncertainties in the UNEP study on the haze and argued that the governing council could not take any

      policy decision based on the finding of such a study," the release said. India's views on Asian Brown Cloud  had found wide support at the crucial meeting.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Indian Express 

February 11, 2003 

India blows away ABCfrom UN agenda 

       India prevented the United Nations Environment Programme from taking any decision on the

      controversial Asian Brown Cloud issue at the latter's crucial governing council meeting in Kenya recently. At the meeting, India stuck to its stand that the Indian Ocean Experiment (INDOEX), which threw light on ABC,

      a dirty cloud of aerosols and other particulates over the Indian Ocean region, was not based on decisions of

      the governing council but were part of ongoing scientific studies. ''The draft decision on ABC, the most

      contentious item on the agenda of the governing council of UNEP, was dropped from consideration,'' said an   official release. The Indian delegation had feared that the rich nations would use the brown cloud as a pretext to force developing nations like it to undertake commitments to reduce emissions, which would have had adverse effects on the economy. The team had planned to ask UNEP to conduct similar studies

      elesewhere if it did not agree to delete the ABC from its agenda.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hindustan Times
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India wins the case at UNEP on Asian Brown Cloud issue








India has successfully prevented the United Nations Environment Programme from taking any decision on the controversial Asian Brown Cloud (ABC) issue at the UNEP's Governing Council meet held recently in Kenya. 

At the meeting India took the stand that the Indian Ocean Experiment (INDOEX), which threw light on ABC, reportedly a thick cloud of aerosols and other particulates over the Indian Ocean regions resulting from burning of biomass and fuel wood, was not based on decisions of the Governing Council, an official release said here on Tuesday.

"The draft decision on ABC, the most contentious item on the agenda of the Governing Council of UNEP, was dropped from consideration," the release said.

India's views on ABC, had found wide support at UNEP's crucial meeting at Kenya. "The Indian delegation led by Secretary in the Ministry of Environment and Forests, KC Mishra, succeeded in having a draft decision on ABC deleted from the consideration of the Governing Council of UNEP," it said. The delegation pointed out that the ABC was actually a haze prevailing over a short period in Winter months and was neither regionally exclusive nor scientifically appropriate.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports 

February 11, 2003 

CZECH REPUBLIC TO ASSIST DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITH ENVIRONMENT 

      Prague, 11 February: The Czech Republic will direct more aid to sub-Saharan Africa, as well as participating

      in environmental strategy preparation for Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and Central Asia, Environment

      Minister Libor Ambrozek (Christian Democrat-KDU-CSL) told journalists today. 

      Ambrozek, who last week participated in the session of the United Nations Governing Council's Global

      Ministerial Environmental Forum held by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi,

      stated that the Czech Republic was also prepared to take an active role in the support of environmentally

      friendly technologies and regional cooperation. In Kenya, Ambrozek negotiated about possible cooperation

      with that country's national parks, as well as aid to countries in central and eastern Africa. "I believe we

      have something to offer in the field of nature protection," he said, adding that it would involve primarily

      material help, specialist training, and information on park management. 

      Great attention on the part of Kenyan media, Ambrozek said, was provoked by his visit to the Nairobi slum of

      Dagoretti, where Czech representatives donated a photo-voltaic panel to a school for the poorest children.

      For the corrugated iron school with earthen floors, the panel will provide energy for lighting and a computer.

      The school itself was founded by a Czech organization, the Humanist Movement... 

      Source: CTK news agency, Prague, in English 1318 gmt 11 Feb 03 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent 

February 13, 2003 

Rare antelope driven to edge of extinction by well-meaning conservationists 

      BYLINE: Michael McCarthy Environment Editor 

      A WELL-MEANT but misguided decision by conservationists is driving a central Asian antelope to the brink of

      extinction, a report claims today. 

      Poachers who were encouraged to hunt the saiga, an antelope of the steppes of Russia and Kazakhstan, to

      ease the pressure on rhino in Africa and Asia, have brought about a catastrophic 97 per cent fall in the

      animal's numbers in a decade, according to this week's New Scientist magazine. 

      The decline from more than a million to fewer than 30,000 is through to be the most sudden and severe

      population crash of a large mammal. The saiga has been hunted, says the report by Fred Pearce, a science

      writer, because in the early 1990s the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and other conservation groups

      actively promoted the saiga horn as an alternative to the horn of endangered rhinos, which is used as an

      ingredient in traditional Chinese medicine. The antelopes have always been hunted for their meat, horns and

      skins, but even though tens of thousands were killed in the past, the herds were able to replace their

      numbers. 

      Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, a poaching free-for-all has developed, with gangs using motorcycles

      and high-powered rifles to bring down the animals. The killing spree is driven by the new market for horn in

      China, where saiga horn now fetches about $ 100 (pounds 60) a kilogram, after being illegally smuggled by

      train from Moscow to Beijing, or across the border from Kazakhstan. 

      "The plains used to be black with these antelopes, but now you can go out there and not see any at all,"

      says Dr Abigail Entwistle, director of the Eurasia programme of the conservation charity Fauna and Flora

      International. "This is the most sudden change in fortune for a large mammal species recorded in recent

      times." 

      Comparisons are being made with the decline in the African elephant, which went in the 1980s from 1.5

      million to 625,000 when ivory poaching spread out of control. But the saiga's decline is greater and far

      steeper. 

      According to the report, WWF began a campaign in 1991 in Hong Kong to publicise saiga horn as an

      alternative to rhino horn, which when ground up is widely used in traditional Chinese medicine as a remedy.

      Rhinoceros populations in Africa and Asia have also been devastated by poachers hunting them for their

      horns. 

      The following year, the report says, the United Nations Environment Programme appointed Esmond

      Bradley Martin, a WWF ecologist and one of the word's leading rhino experts, as a special envoy to persuade

      pharmacists across Asia to accept saiga horn instead. But the resulting upsurge in demand for saiga quickly

      led to an enormous increase in killing. "I supported the use of saiga antelope horn as a substitute for rhino

      horn from the early 1980s," Mr Bradley Martin is quoted as saying in the report. 

      "In my opinion it was the correct policy at the time. But I stopped around 1995, when I read about the start

      of the sharp decline in saiga populations," he said. 

      One of the key features of the population crash is that the male antelopes have been taken out of the

      population and so the fecundity of the herds has been destroyed. According to Eleanor Milner-Gulland, of

      Imperial College London, the leading Western expert on the saiga, there is no known case in biology where

      the sex ratio has gone so wrong that fecundity has disappeared in this way. 

      Dr Milner-Gulland says that between 1993 and 1998, saiga numbers across central Asia almost halved, to

      around 600,000. Then, with most of the males gone, the population crash began in earnest, with numbers

      halving each year since, until last year's census recorded just 30,000 individuals. 

      Conservationists have struggled to keep up with the scale of the disaster, and did not put the saiga on the

      Red List of critically endangered species until October 2002. In the coming months they will launch an

      emergency appeal to rescue wild herds. 

      Dr Entwistle says: "We think we have probably got just two years to save the species. The trouble is, most

      people have never heard of the animal, so it is hard to raise funds." 

      Hunters are unlikely to drive the saiga to total extinction but without an unexpected reversal in its fortunes

      it will soon be confined to zoos and a few small reserves. 

      JOURNAL-CODE: FIND

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Global temperatures stay high in 2002 - UK

  LONDON - Global temperatures have kept rising and 2002 was one of the warmest years on record while many greenhouse gases reached  their highest ever levels in 2001, a British government report said this week. 

  Data analysed by the UK Meteorological Office's Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction and Research found that last year joined 2001 and  1998 as the top three warmest since records began in 1860. 

  "This report does show that the UK is making good progress to tackle its greenhouse gas emissions, but much more needs to be done if  we are to stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a safe level," Environment Minister Michael Meacher said in a  statement. 

  Scientists say greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, from vehicle and industry emissions, cause temperature increases by trapping  the sun's heat in the atmosphere. 

  Meacher said in a statement that Britain was on track to exceed its target under the United Nations Kyoto Protocol of cutting greenhouse  gas emissions by 12.5 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-2012. 

  The report said the UK could still achieve its own higher target of a 23 percent cut. 

  A government paper on the future of the energy sector is due in the next couple of months. A report last year advocated increasing  energy from renewable sources to 20 percent by 2020 as a way of meeting climate goals. 

  Climate change scenarios for the UK by the Hadley Centre suggest a future of hotter, drier summers and warmer, wetter winters. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UK 'may fail on climate cuts'

               Wave energy and other renewables could help, the report says

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               The UK Government is unlikely to meet its pledge to cut a key greenhouse gas, a respected advisory group says. 

               The advisers, the Sustainable Development Commission, say measures for significantly reducing               carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions are lacking. 

               They praise ministers for working to achieve a more modest international commitment to cut               greenhouse gases. 

               And they say there is a need for political leadership to  boost climate change  policies. 

               The commission has  published a report, UK Climate Change Programme: A  policy audit, which it says is a contribution to the  government's review of the programme, promised for later in 2003. 

               The UK is committed under the Kyoto Protocol, the international agreement on tackling climate change, to  cut emissions of six greenhouse gases to 12.5% below  their 1990 levels by between 2008 and 2012. 

               Heading for failure 

               The commission says: "We believe the UK is likely to achieve its Kyoto target... Few other countries can claim  that. It is a positive point, which we must build on in encouraging greater efforts internationally." 

               But the government has also promised to cut emissions of CO2, the main greenhouse gas produced by human  activities, to 20% below their 1990 levels by 2010. 

               The commission says its analysis shows the UK "will fall well  short" of this goal "unless further

               measures are taken". 

               It says measures to  achieve the goal "are simply not in place. The UK  is unlikely to achieve even

               two-thirds of that  reduction, and maybe less  than half." 

               The commission adds:  "This is not a reason to abandon the goal, but to  redouble efforts to achieve

               it. There is still time to do  so. 

               "And there are great benefits, not only for the long term  by helping to slow global climate change, but immediately through business opportunities for low-carbon technologies and by giving ourselves a

               better quality of life all round. 

               No new thinking 

               "The emissions reductions from the 10-year transport  plan are particularly at risk. And international air travel,  not even included in the calculations or the goal,  threatens to blow away all the good work in industry and  other sectors." 

               In one key finding, it says: "Looking beyond 2010, the UK projections do not yet show the radical shift needed towards a low carbon path, nor are the policies in place  to achieve more sustainable patterns of energy generation and consumption." 

               Jonathon Porritt, chairman of the commission, said: "These are disturbing findings. The Government must now seize the opportunity of using the energy White Paper to bring us back on  track for 2010, and set us on a  low-carbon path into the longer  term." 

               Publication of the White Paper, spelling out the  government's policy  proposals on energy, is

               expected in March. 

               Walter Menzies, a member of the Sustainable Development Commission, told BBC News Online: "It's  not all bad by any means - it's more a question of 'could do better'. 

               Living in hope 

               "I think the big litmus test is the White Paper. If ever there were a test of government policy on sustainable  development, it'll be that. 

               "It's a hugely difficult question, but we've been quite encouraged by our discussions with ministers and officials. 

               "Internationally, the government has driven things  forwards on climate change, but domestically I'm not so sure. 

               "We're looking forward to the Prime Minister making his first substantial speech on sustainable development. Watch this space." 

               Other measures the report calls for include progress on  energy efficiency, transport, combined heat and power schemes, and renewable energy sources. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________Reuters 

Drought end to set up bumper Australia crops - ABARE

  SYDNEY - Australia could produce very large grains crops this winter if the drought followed forecasts and breaks in the next few months,  the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics (ABARE) told Reuters. 

  "We need rain, good rains, to be able to get them in," Terry Sheales, chief crop forecaster of the government commodities forecasting unit  told Reuters yesterday. 

  Australia's Bureau of Meteorology believed that there was only a five to 10 percent chance that the drought-inducing El Nino weather  condition would re-form and continue through 2003, spokesman Grant Beard told Reuters yesterday. 

  The weakening El Nino indicated it may be only a few months before conditions returned to a near-neutral state, he said. 

  This was in line with a view presented to a Senate estimates committee this week by the Bureau of Rural Sciences drought task force, that

  there was a one-in-10 chance that El Nino could continue, but was likely to break down in the southern hemisphere autumn. 

  This indicated that Australia was likely to reinstate itself as one of the world's leading exporters of wheat, barley and canola from the crop  year finishing March 31, 2004, analysts said. 

  This season, more than 11 months of severe drought has thrown Australia, the world's second-largest exporter of wheat in 2001/02, into  the ignominious position of having to import supplies from Britain to feed its large numbers of cattle, sheep, chickens and other farm  animals. 

  Sheales told Reuters yesterday it was too early to say whether the winter crops might be large enough to challenge the record wheat  output of 24.8 million tonnes in 1999/00. 

  But growers traditionally planted a large crop after a major drought in an attempt to get cash flow, ABARE Executive Director Brian Fisher  told the Senate committee. 

  MORE FORECAST CUTS? 

  Sheales told Reuters the government body was still working on revisions for next Tuesday's crop forecasts. 

  In its latest report in December, ABARE cut its forecast of Australia's 2002/03 wheat crop to 9.98 million tonnes from the previous year's  23.96 million tonnes on ABARE's figures and 24.5 million tonnes on the figures of wheat exporter AWB Ltd (AWB.AX). 

  The barley crop was forecast to drop to 3.26 million tonnes from 7.46 million tonnes in 2001/02, while canola production was forecast to  drop to 621,000 tonnes from 1.61 million tonnes. 

  The focus in next Tuesday's forecasts would be on the summer crops of cotton, sorghum and rice, with ABARE's first forecast for 2003/04  winter crops to be issued at its annual Outlook conference next month, Sheales said. 

  ABARE forecast in December that Australia's 2002/03 cotton lint production would fall to 238,000 tonnes from 684,000 tonnes the year  before. 

  Sorghum production was forecast to fall to 855,000 tonnes from 1.78 million tonnes, while rice production was forecast to plummet to  380,000 tonnes from 1.29 million tonnes. 

  All three main summer crops would have been further hit by the continuing drought since the November forecast. 

  Cotton, medium-grain rice and sorghum are all significant Australian exports, mainly to Asia. ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update – 13 February 2003


Topical News Issues
Hun Sen warns that Mekong development could dry up vital Tonle Sap lake

Prime Minister Hun Sen on Tuesday warned that Cambodia's Tonle Sap lake -- a vital source of fish in the impoverished country -- could dry up if development projects are handled carelessly on the Mekong River upstream from the lake.

http://www.enn.com/news/2003-02-12/s_2627.asp 

Cleaner production, journey not destination
Nepal News, Feb 09, 2003 (Vinod Kumar Sharma) - Cleaner production is the strategy, which is to avoid generating pollution in the first place. It frequently cuts costs, reduces risks and identifies new opportunities. Cleaner production can be the most efficient way to operate processes, produce products and to provide services. Costs of wastes, emissions and environmental and health impacts can be reduced and benefits from these reductions and new markets can be realised.
…Cleaner production (CP) is defined by the United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) as a continuous application of an integrated preventive environmental strategy to processes, products and services to improve eco-efficiency and reduce risks to humans and environment. Application of CP has demonstrated clearly that it helps to use resources efficiently, reduce costs and waste. Concept of cleaner production leads the role of an efficient energy use in industrial and commercial sector and its implication to reduce humans risk and protect the environment.
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishweekly/sundaypost/2003/feb/feb09/2ndpage.htm_

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 12 February 2003


Topical News Issues
US derails UN plan to curb mercury emissions 
The New Zealand Herald, 12.02.2003 (By CAT LAZAROFF) - NAIROBI, Kenya - (ENS) - The delegates attending last week's international meeting on environmental governance agreed to crack down on sources of mercury emissions around the globe. But objections from the US delegation prevented the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme from adopting binding limits on emissions from power plants and other major mercury sources. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3100756&thesection=news&thesubsection=world&thesecondsubsection=&reportID=162576 

India wins the case at UNEP on Asian Brown Cloud issue
Hindustan Times ( Press Trust of India)  - New Delhi, February 11 - India has successfully prevented the United Nations Environment Programme from taking any decision on the controversial Asian Brown Cloud (ABC) issue at the UNEP's Governing Council meet held recently in Kenya. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_159945,00040001.htm 


Seoul to Host UNEP Meetings Next Year 
The Korea Times, Feb 09, 2003 - Seoul has been chosen as the venue for the 8th Special Governing Council meeting and the 5th Global Ministerial Environment Forum of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) next year, the Ministry of Environment said yesterday.
http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/nation/200302/kt2003020918160111990.htm 


Here's what war can do
The Times of India (CHANDRIKA MAGO) - TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2003 04 - NAIROBI: The environmental impact of war can ravage a land and its people for decades. This is the message from the UN Environment Programme's meeting here. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=37017383&sType=1 

Bhichit set for battle over bus emissions - Law Society to help prove negligence 
Bangkok Post, Feb 12, 2003 (Porpot Changyawa) - Former Bangkok governor Bhichit Rattakul will show the Administrative Court more evidence to prove the city bus agency and the Pollution Control Department (PCD) guilty of failure to curb air pollution in the city.
Mr Bhichit's court action received a boost yesterday when the Law Society agreed to provide legal support.
In November last year, the Anti-Air Pollution and Environment Protection Foundation, headed by Mr Bhichit, asked the court and the Transport Ministry to take the Bangkok Mass Transit Authority, which runs city buses, and the PCD to task for failing to control air pollution in Bangkok.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Feb2003_news10.html 

No foreign dumping allowed - Basel convention will be enforced 
Bangkok Post, Feb 12, 2002 (Ranjana Wangvipula ) - Foreigners would not be allowed to dump their hazardous waste in Thailand, Environment Minister Praphat Panyachartrak said yesterday.
Nor would unscrupulous Thai businessmen be allowed to import material considered to be hazardous waste.
The pronouncement follows agreement by England to take back five unclaimed containers of waste, including deteriorated batteries, from a Thai port.
``[In future], we will make a public announcement when a country, especially one with high environmental quality standards, sends its waste to our country,'' Mr Praphat said.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Feb2003_news08.html 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE

UNEP or UN in the news

The Guardian, 11 February:

Eco disaster

The environment has been shunted off to a minor department with minimal clout and is facing big budget cuts. Margaret Beckett and Michael Meacher have had their hands tied by a PM who no longer hides his indifference (Beckett hardens stance on corporate ethics, February 7). 

Last month, the government announced plans for a £650m bail-out of the British nuclear industry, while the amount of electricity generated from renewable sources last year actually fell to a pitiful 3.1%. 

Recycling levels are among the worst in the developed world, with the country facing mountains of fridges and cars. The transport plan is in shreds, with growth in car journeys leading to a huge road-building programme. Labour's record on the environment is worse than that of the previous Tory government. 
Norman Baker MP
Lib Dem shadow environment secretary 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/letters/story/0,3604,893025,00.html
Financial Times, 12 February:

UK:Climate change targets 'will be missed'

Crucial climate change targets will be missed by the government, according to a hard-hitting report published today by the Sustainable Development Commission. The measures required to meet the pledge  of cutting carbon dioxide emissions by 20 per cent from 1990 levels by 2010, are not in place, says the commission. "The UK is unlikely to achieve even two-thirds of that reduction, and maybe less than half."

http://news.ft.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=FT.com/StoryFT/FullStory&c=StoryFT&cid=1042491785342&p=1012571727159/
General Environment news

Should the water level of Baikal lake be changed artificially?

Moscow, Vremia novostei, 12 February 2003.  Ornithologists warn about the danger to lower artificially the water level of the Lake Baikal.  The company exploiting the hydroelectric station located on the river Angara

suggested to let down the level of the lake to raise the production of electricity and to reduce the danger of spring flooding.  The Government asked relevant ministries to investigate the issue.

http://www.vremyamn.ru/cgi-bin/2000/1099/10/2.html
US wary on new EU chemicals plans, official says

BRUSSELS - The U.S. administration is looking nervously at European Union plans for sweeping new regulations for the chemicals industry, a U.S. trade official said this week.

The EU executive of the European Commission is expected to launch a proposal in April or May for a system to test and register some 30,000 chemicals. Some industry figures have said the proposed system would be too complicated and bureaucratic. 

"We are concerned that potentially this policy will have a trade effect," a U.S. trade official told reporters.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19795/story.htm
Iran says enriched uranium plant under way

TEHRAN - Iran's atomic energy chief said this week the country had started an ambitious nuclear energy programme and was poised to begin processing uranium, which some Western experts fear could lead to building a nuclear bomb. Iran, a signatory to nuclear non-proliferation pacts, insists its programme is purely peaceful and has invited U.N. inspectors to verify its nuclear facilities later this month.

IAEA Chief Mohamed ElBaradei, who is due to visit Iran on February 25, said this week Iran had assured the IAEA its nuclear plans were peaceful. 

"I would like to work closely with them to enable them to demonstrate their commitment to a peaceful programme," he told reporters.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19788/story.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General,  Fred Eckhard.

           Good afternoon.  Joining us today, on my left is Ercan Murat, the UNDP Country Director for Afghanistan, and  on my right, David Lockwood, the Deputy Director of UNDP’s Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific.  They are here to talk to you about developments in Afghanistan.  We’ll get to them in just a minute.

           **North Korea

           As we speak, Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), is  about to give a press conference in Vienna on North Korea, and you can hear the audio of that briefing live on in-house   television channels 56 or 17 -– starting just about now.

           The 35-member Board of Governors today adopted, with two abstentions, a resolution expressing its deep concern that the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has not cooperated fully with the IAEA, and called upon it to do so.  Based on a report that ElBaradei provided the Board today, it also declared the DPRK to be in further non-compliance with its obligations under the Safeguards Agreement it has with the IAEA.

           The Board, in its resolution, also decided to report the matter to the Security Council and General Assembly, while stressing its desire for a peaceful resolution to the nuclear issue.

           ElBaradei earlier said his numerous and repeated efforts to engage the DPRK have been in vain, and the

     current situation “clearly sets a dangerous precedent”, with the Agency unable to verify that there has been no  diversion of nuclear material in that country.  We have his remarks to the Board, and copies of the resolution, in my  office.

           **Humanitarian Briefing on Iraq

           On Monday, we gave you a note in response to questions, saying that we can confirm that the

     Secretary-General will brief members of the Security Council informally tomorrow in his conference room on the 38th  floor on the status of UN Secretariat humanitarian contingency planning for Iraq.

           While the Secretary-General still feels that war is not inevitable, he thinks that he should share the status of the UN contingency plans with the Council at this stage.  About two months ago, he asked the Deputy

     Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, to consult with UN agencies, funds and programmes for maximum coordination

     system-wide in the event of a humanitarian emergency.  He wishes to report now on the result of her efforts.  Such  planning, we said, is a normal part of the UN’s work.

           **UNMOVIC 

           Meanwhile, Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission  (UNMOVIC), is now back in New York.

           This afternoon he will meet with UNMOVIC’s College of Commissioners to discuss his recent trip to Baghdad and his upcoming briefing to the Security Council on Friday.  This is not part of the regular cycle of meetings for the  College of Commissioners.  They will meet again on February 24 and 25 in preparation for UNMOVIC’s next quarterly  report, which is due on 1 March.

           **Oil-for-Food

           According to the weekly figures released by the Office of the Iraq Programme, in the week ending February 7, Iraq exported 11.8 million barrels -- an average of about 1.7 million barrels per day.  The exports generated about $320 million.  For more information, pick up the report.

           **Myanmar

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman:

           “The Secretary-General is concerned by the arrests by the Myanmar authorities of 12 members of opposition  parties, including seven members of the National League for Democracy (NLD) as well as Sai Nyunt Lwin, the Secretary-General of the Shan National League for Democracy (SNLD).

           “He reiterates his strong belief that national reconciliation should begin with a constructive dialogue between  the Myanmar authorities and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, which is being facilitated by his Special Envoy, Razali Ismail.   For such a constructive dialogue to move forward, the opposition parties, including NLD, should be able to engage  freely in political activities in Myanmar.  He once again urges the Myanmar authorities to release without delay all  political prisoners, and to engage in substantive political dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi”.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is meeting this morning on Angola.  Ibrahim Gambari, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, briefed Council members on the latest report on Angola.

           In that report, the Secretary-General says that the UN mission has completed its mandated political tasks, as  set out in resolution 1433 of

     15 August 2002.  However, he says, the residual tasks, including those on human rights, mine action, reintegration  and resettlement of ex-combatants, humanitarian assistance, economic recovery and electoral assistance, require continued attention and support.  The Secretary-General proposes that the UN Resident Coordinator resume the  responsibility for UN activities in Angola upon the conclusion of the UNMA mandate on February 15, this year.  He  goes on to say “The Office of the Resident Coordinator will be strengthened for this transitional period by adding a unit  under his supervision to address the residual tasks, for which additional resources may be required”.

           The Security Council is also expected to discuss the format of the Friday briefing on Iraq.  There is a request  from the Non-Aligned Movement that the briefing on Friday be an open one.

           And at 4 p.m., the Security Council committee on Counter-Terrorism is meeting to brief Member States.  That will take place in the Economic and Social Council Chamber.

           **Côte d’Ivoire-Humanitarian

           On Côte d’Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for that crisis, at the

     conclusion of her five-nation West African assessment mission, said that the most serious area of concern was in the  western part of that country.

           At a press conference in Geneva, McAskie said that the area along Côte d’Ivoire’s Liberian border was where  “Liberian militias were running rampant and drugged kids with guns were committing every kind of atrocity possible”.   These areas were “no-go” even for the UN traditional partners, such as the International Committee for the Red Cross  and Medecins Sans Frontières.

           She said she would now be reporting to the Secretary-General, mainly on the humanitarian situation, but she  would also be making recommendations in other areas due to the complexity of the regional humanitarian, economic  and political crisis.

           McAskie said she felt that the fact that the peace accord was holding was a credit to the international

     community and the West African States.  Keeping Côte d'Ivoire stable was “critical” for the stability of the region, she  said, which would suffer “disastrous” economic and political consequences should the country fall.

           She was to meet with donors in Geneva today to encourage them to contribute to the life-saving

     requirements.  McAskie will brief you here on her mission at 11:30 a.m. tomorrow.  We have the transcript of her remarks in Geneva, as well as an update on the humanitarian situation.

           **Sierra Leone-Guinea

           Also in West Africa, the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) reports it conducted the first joint border  patrol with the Sierra Leone Armed Forces in the northern district of Kambia, along the border with Guinea.  The  three-day patrol, starting on February 8, was the first significant operation of its kind involving the two forces in that  border area of the country. 

           **Uganda-Humanitarian

           A persistent lack of security and funding shortfalls are placing already vulnerable populations in greater danger  in Uganda, and the situation in northern Uganda remains bleak.  See a humanitarian update on this situation for more  details.

           **Decolonization

           The Secretary-General just spoke to the Special Committee on Decolonization, which opened its yearly

     session this morning in the Trusteeship Council Chamber.  He noted that this year’s meeting comes after Timor-Leste,  a former Non-Self-Governing Territory, has taken its place in the United Nations as a sovereign nation.

           The Secretary-General expressed his desire for the Committee to continue to seek appropriate arrangements for the 16 Non-Self-Governing Territories that remain in the world, adding that many of them have made considerable progress by developing their constitutional, political and economic systems.  We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

           Press Releases

           Two press releases to flag for you today.

           The first announces the visit of the Executive Director of the UN Children's Fund, or UNICEF, to Kenya.  Carol  Bellamy will begin her two-day visit toorrow to meet some of the children who will benefit from an initiative to assist  the Government in implementing its policy to provide free primary education.

           As you’ll recall, UNICEF is providing basic education kits for use by teachers and students in primary schools  in Nairobi and other districts.  She will also meet with President Mwai Kibaki and key cabinet ministers.

           The second press release is from the World Health Organization announcing a new report on long-term care. 

     The report focuses on many of the ethical and social issues associated with the long-term care of people suffering from  chronic illnesses or disabilities.  A recent WHO study reveals that in many developing countries, the need for  long-term care will increase by as much as 400 per cent in the coming decades.  We have that report, if you’re  interested, on the WHO Web site.

           Budget

           Budget news.  Two more Member States have paid in full -- we are happy to say -- for 2003, although a little  bit too late to make it to the honour roll. Croatia made a payment of more than $500,000 and Mauritius over $100,000, bringing the total number of paid in full to 42 Member States.

           Noon Briefing Guest

           And finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on HIV/AIDS in Africa.  As you know, James Morris, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for humanitarian  needs in southern Africa, and Stephen Lewis, have just completed a mission to southern Africa and they have  prepared a report.  Lewis will brief you on the contents of that report.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions, before we go to Mr. Murat and Mr.Lockwood?  All the way in the back.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  There were a couple of announcements in Ankara and in Athens on the Secretary-General’s visits  on the 24th through 26th, and also Nicosia.  Can you confirm these visits?

           Spokesman:  I think those announcements might have been a bit premature, but I can say that the

     Secretary-General is, indeed, considering a trip to the region during the last week of February, which is the period an  agreement on Cyprus must be reached, if the opportunity that now exists is to be seized, as I have said a number of  times.  And he strongly hopes that negotiations underway will be successful and is prepared to continue playing a  personal role to this end.

           Greece and Turkey have been approached on this possible visit.  The precise itinerary of his travel will reflect a  judgement made closer to the time regarding the possibility of his playing a personal role in bringing efforts to achieve  a comprehensive settlement to a decisive conclusion.  And Alvaro de Soto, the Special Adviser on Cyprus, is in New York today.  He is seeing the Secretary-General this afternoon, as you probably know, and he’ll be here through tomorrow.

           Question:  Are the elections in Cyprus playing a role in his consideration about going also to Nicosia?

           Spokesman:  I don’t want to comment on the election issue.  Thank you.

           Question:  According to the imminent humanitarian emergency planning for Iraq, is there any information about  budget?

           Spokesman:  We haven’t said much on budget.  Why don’t we see what the Secretary-General tells the

     Council members informally tomorrow and whether we can release any of that information after his briefing.  We’ll see.

           Question:  I think that there was a police drill outside the building this morning involving a package coming from a bus.  Did you know about that drill?

           Spokesman:  I didn’t. I heard that our own Security briefly closed the cafeteria here in what they described as a drill. This was outside the gates on First Avenue?

           Correspondent:  Yes, on First Avenue.  They took a package from a bus, but the Police Department said it was merely a drill.

           Spokesman:  They didn’t inform us about closing the cafeteria, either.  But, I guess, these games are

     necessary.

                                              * *** * ________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Security Council to hold open meeting Friday, with follow-up on 18th

*
UN inspectors continue efforts to interview scientists

*
Blix meets UNMOVIC’s Commissioners ahead of Security Council briefing  

*
Baghdad exports 11.8 million barrels last week under UN’s oil-for-food scheme 

Other news

*
DPR of Korea: IAEA reports nuclear issue to UN Security Council, Assembly

*
Security Council welcomes Angola’s efforts to implement Lusaka peace accord

*
Concerned at arrests in Myanmar, Annan says dialogue is key to reconciliation

*
Innovative ways needed to revive decolonization process, Annan tells UN panel 

*
Annan considering trip to Cyprus, region, by end of February – spokesman 

*
Situation deteriorating in ‘no-go’ areas of western Côte d’Ivoire, UN envoy says

*
Sierra Leone: UN mission says first joint patrol in Kambia ‘great success’

*
Food insecurity likely to worsen in north Uganda, UN warns

*
UN joins efforts to improve road safety

* * * *

Iraq

12 February – The United Nations Security Council decided today that an upcoming briefing on Iraq by the UN’s top weapons inspectors will be open to non-Council members. 

The Council also agreed to hold a follow-up meeting early next week to give the wider UN membership an opportunity to discuss the issue, according to Security Council President, Gunter Pleuger of Germany.

Ambassador Pleuger made the announcement following consultations on the arrangements for Friday’s scheduled briefing by Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The Council members agreed to hold an open meeting because several foreign Ministers had expressed interest in participating, the Council President said in a statement to the press.

That open meeting will get under way at 10:15 Friday morning, Ambassador Pleuger said. “Members will hear the reports of Dr. Blix and Dr. ElBaradei and then have a chance to discuss them first in open meeting, followed by a closed meeting for the members of the Council.”

Then, on Tuesday, 18 February, another open meeting is scheduled to be held, to give an opportunity for the remaining members of the United Nations to air their views on Iraq, according to Ambassador Pleuger. 

“The idea behind this is that mainly the Council members will discuss the reports on Friday – so for more transparency – Council members felt there should be an opportunity to give members of the General Assembly who are not members of the Council the chance to discuss this important issue,” he said. On Tuesday, non-Council members will take the floor first, Ambassador Pleuger added, noting that, if necessary, the Council will make arrangements for extending the meeting beyond Tuesday to allow all speakers to take part in the discussion.   

* * *

Iraq Inspections

12 February – United Nations weapons monitors in Iraq today continued their efforts to hold private interviews with the country’s scientists and biological experts.


The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was successful in conducting an interview in private with an Iraqi scientist connected to Iraq’s former centrifuge programme, a UN spokesman in Baghdad said.


But, according to spokesman Hiro Ueki, a private interview with an Iraqi senior biological scientist sought by the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) did not proceed. “The scientist kept the appointment, but declined to be interviewed under the UNMOVIC format,” Mr. Ueki said

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC chemical team began the process of destroying 10 155mm artillery shells and four plastic containers filled with mustard gas at Al Mutanna, approximately 140 km northwest of Baghdad.  The destruction process is expected to take four to five days to complete, according to Mr. Ueki.  

Another UNMOVIC chemical team visited the water treatment plants at the Al Qadissya and the Al Mahmoudiyah to conduct baseline inspections.

Mr. Ueki said that an UNMOVIC missile team inspected the Jaber Bin Hyan State Company that produces seals and gaskets of the Al Samoud missile. The team continued to verify Iraq’s declarations and establish a comprehensive monitoring mechanism.

As for the IAEA, one team conducted a car-borne radiation survey and deployed an air sampler at a facility about 30 kilometres north of Baghdad. A second IAEA team meanwhile, deployed another air sampler and performed an inspection at a facility about 60 kilometres west of Baghdad.  

A third IAEA team held a meeting with a senior Iraqi diplomat at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) offices in Baghdad, Mr. Ueki said.
* * *

Iraq

12 February – Ahead of his briefing the Security Council on Friday, a top UN weapons inspector, Hans Blix, met in New York today with the College of Commissioners of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).

Mr. Blix, who is UNMOVIC’s Executive Chairman, met with the Commissioners to discuss his recent trip to Baghdad and his upcoming briefing to the Security Council, according to a UN spokesman. 

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said today’s encounter was not part of the regular cycle of meetings for the College of Commissioners. 

The Commissioners will meet again later this month in preparation for UNMOVIC’s next quarterly report, due March 1, the spokesman said.

* * *

Iraq: oil-for-food

12 February - Iraqi oil revenues for the week ending 7 February totalled $320 million based on the export of 11.8 million barrels, according to the United Nations office overseeing the humanitarian “oil-for-food” programme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its petroleum sales to buy relief supplies. 

According to the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP), the exports averaged about 1.7 million barrels a day. There were 10 loadings from the authorized terminals: five each from Mina al-Bakr in Iraq and Ceyhan in Turkey, the only outlets allowed under the humanitarian scheme. 

During the period, UN oil overseers approved eight new purchasing contracts for humanitarian supplies worth $10.5 billion, bringing the current total to 121, covering 312 million barrels of oil. Estimated revenue generated under the programme’s current six-month phase, which runs through 3 June, now stands at $2.9 billion.

The UN Security Council established the oil-for-food programme on 14 April 1995. Since December 1996, some 3.3 billion barrels of Iraqi oil valued at about $62 billion have been exported under the programme. Of this amount, 72 per cent of the total has been allocated towards humanitarian needs nationwide since December 2000. The balance is distributed to a Compensation Fund for Persian Gulf War reparations, which receives 25 per cent, while 2.2 per cent covers UN administrative and operational costs of the programme, with the remaining 0.8 per cent going towards costs for the weapons inspection programme. 

Since December 1996, about $42 billion worth of humanitarian supplies, including $3.6 billion worth of oil spare parts, have been approved by the Council’s 661 sanctions committee and the OIP. Of this amount, some $26 billion worth of humanitarian supplies and equipment have been delivered to Iraq under the programme, including $1.6 billion worth of oil industry spare parts and equipment. An additional $10.8 billion worth of supplies are currently in the production and delivery pipeline.

* * *

 DPR of Korea

12 February – Expressing deep concern that the Democratic Republic of Korea (DPRK) has rejected efforts at dialogue and is now in further non-compliance with international nuclear safeguards, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today decided to report the matter to the United Nations Security Council and the General Assembly.

A resolution adopted by the IAEA’s 35-nation Governing Board also called upon the DPRK to fully and urgently cooperate with international inspectors and to comply with its obligations under international non-proliferation treaties. 

Stressing the desire for a peaceful and diplomatic resolution to the DPRK nuclear issue, the Board requested the IAEA’s Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei, to continue his efforts to implement the Agency’s comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with the country.


Speaking at a news conference at the IAEA’s headquarters in Vienna, Mr. ElBaradei said his numerous and repeated efforts to engage the DPRK have been in vain, and the current situation “clearly sets a dangerous precedent,” with the Agency unable to verify that there has been no diversion of nuclear material in that country.

Mr. ElBaradei, whose report prompted the Board’s action, said forwarding the matter to the Security Council did not mean anything other than using that body as a focal point for a diplomatic solution. “The Agency is not washing its hands of the matter,” he stressed. “We will continue to make every effort to bring DPRK into compliance.”

“What we are trying to do is to make sure that the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) is universal in character, and not open the door for [countries] to walk away from their arms control obligations,” Mr. ElBaradei said.

He noted that he and the members of the Board were well aware of the other serious issues that needed to be addressed in the country, such as security concerns, economic recovery and humanitarian needs. He stressed, however, that none of those issues could be addressed by “blackmail” and urged Pyongyang to take the first step.

“The view, I think, was unanimous that the key to all these issues is a commitment by DPRK to full and prompt compliance with its non-proliferation obligations,” Mr. ElBaradei said. He added that he was encouraged by the readiness of all concerned parties, including the United States, to engage in multilateral and bilateral discussions with the DPRK to move towards a peaceful and diplomatic solution

Mr. ElBaradei also stressed the necessity of dealing with all issues of non-compliance in a consistent fashion. “Whether it is Iraq or North Korea, cases of non-compliance with non-proliferation must be addressed with the same approach: zero tolerance,” he said. 

* * *

Security Council: Angola

12 February – Members of the United Nations Security Council today welcomed the steps taken by the Government of Angola towards the full implementation of the Lusaka Protocol. 


In a statement following the Council’s consultations on Angola, the current President of the 15-member body, Gunter Pleuger of Germany, welcomed Secretary General Kofi Annan’s latest report on the completion of the United Nations Mission in Angola (UNMA), set for 15 February.  

“Council members also commended the Secretary General’s Special Representative in Angola, Ibrahim Gambari, for his efforts to bring this important phase of the United Nations involvement in Angola to a successful conclusion,” Ambassador Pleuger said. 

Council members expressed their readiness to carefully study the observations in the Secretary General’s report, in which he says that although UNMA has completed its mandated political tasks, residual tasks require continued attention and support.  

These tasks include among others, the areas of human rights, mine action, reintegration and resettlement of ex-combatants, humanitarian assistance, economic recovery and electoral assistance.

The Secretary-General proposes that the UN Resident Coordinator resume the responsibility for UN activities in Angola upon the conclusion of the UN Mission’s mandate this February 15.

* * *

Myanmar

12 February – Voicing concern at the arrests by the Myanmar authorities of 12 members of opposition parties, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today reiterated his strong belief that national reconciliation should begin with a constructive dialogue between the Myanmar authorities and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

“For such a constructive dialogue to move forward, the opposition parties, including NLD [the National League for Democracy], should be able to engage freely in political activities in Myanmar,” said a statement released by a spokesman for Mr. Annan.  

The Secretary-General once again urged the Myanmar authorities to release without delay all political prisoners, and to engage in substantive political dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the spokesman said. Mr. Annan’s Special Envoy, Razali Ismail is facilitating such dialogue. 

The 12 people arrested include 7 members of the National League for Democracy (NLD), as well as Sai Nyunt Lwin, the Secretary-General of the Shan National League for Democracy (SNLD), according to the statement.

* * * 

Decolonization

12 February – Citing the example of Timor-Leste, a former non-self-governing territory that recently joined the United Nations as a sovereign nation, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today stressed the need for innovative and practical ways to reinvigorate the decolonization process to close “this unfinished chapter in history.”


Mr. Annan made his remarks at the opening of this year’s session of the UN’s Special Committee on decolonization, a 24-member panel that meets annually to discuss the developments in the 16 remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories and to hear statements from appointed and elected representatives of the Territories and petitioners. 

Recalling that the administering Powers are obligated under the UN Charter to bring the Territories under their administration to an appropriate level of self-government, the Secretary-General stressed that assisting and expediting this process has been the Special Committee’s main goal since its creation in 1961. “Let me, in this context, emphasize the importance of productive cooperation between the Special Committee and the administering Powers,” Mr. Annan said. 

He noted that through the Special Committee’s work, the remaining Territories have made considerable progress by developing their constitutional, political and economic systems. “In recent years, the Special Committee has endeavoured to engage the administering powers in a transparent and creative dialogue on the future of the Territories – each of which has a unique set of circumstances and characteristics,” he said. 

The Secretary-General said he was pleased to note the progress made in establishing a Programme of Work for Tokelau, and that the Government of New Zealand and the people of the Territory cooperated fully with a visiting UN Mission last August.

 “I trust that at this session, you will continue to seek appropriate arrangements for the remaining 16 non-self-governing territories,” he told the panel, officially known as the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

In his opening statement, the panel’s newly elected Chairman, Earl Stephen Huntley of Saint Lucia, said that the issue of decolonization had been with the international community for too long, and by now should have disappeared from its agenda. That could be achieved, he emphasized, through faithful implementation of the mandate by all of the political actors in the process – Member States, the UN machinery and the wider UN system. 

He stressed that the Special Committee remained the principal venue for the people of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to articulate their views before the international community, including through regional seminars in the Caribbean and Pacific. Among the important recommendations that arose from those exercises, and from increasingly targeted resolutions of the Assembly, was the plan of action of the Second International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, he noted.

* * * 

Cyprus

12 February – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, is considering a trip to Cyprus and the region during the end of February, a UN spokesman said today. 

Spokesman Fred Eckhard told the press at UN Headquarters in New York that the last week of the month was the period during which an agreement on Cyprus must be reached if the opportunity that now existed were to be seized. 

“[The Secretary-General] strongly hopes that the negotiations under way will be successful, and is prepared to continue playing a personal role to this end. Greece and Turkey have been approached on this possible visit,” Mr. Eckhard said in response to questions from the press. 

He noted that the precise itinerary of the Secretary-General’s travel would reflect a judgment made closer to the time regarding the possibility of his playing a personal role in bringing efforts to achieve a comprehensive settlement to a decisive conclusion.

The spokesman also noted that Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, was in New York today and Thursday to meet with Mr. Annan. 

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

12 February – The western part of Côte d’Ivoire along the country’s border with Liberia remains an area of the most serious concern because of ongoing violence, the top United Nations envoy for the crisis said today at the conclusion of her month-long West African mission. 

“Liberian militias were running rampant and drugged kids with guns were committing every kind of atrocity possible,” said Carolyn McAskie, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, told a press conference in Geneva. 

The “no-go” areas in the west are inaccessible even to the UN’s traditional partners, such as the International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) and Doctors without Borders, according to Ms. McAskie. The health situation was deteriorating rapidly and communicable diseases, particularly yellow fever, meningitis and cholera, were on the rise. The anti-polio campaign had ground to a halt.

Ms. McAskie said she would report to the Secretary-General, mainly on the humanitarian situation but would also make recommendations in other areas due to the complexity of the regional humanitarian, economic and political crisis. She added that keeping Côte d’Ivoire stable was “critical” for the stability of the region, which would suffer “disastrous” economic and political consequences should the country fall.

The humanitarian envoy said the fact that the peace accord was holding was a credit to the international community and the West African States. She also commended the press for the coverage they had given the Côte d’Ivoire crisis and its regional implications.

Along with Côte d’Ivoire, Ms. McAskie visited Ghana, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Mali and Guinea.

* * *

UNAMSIL

12 February – Describing it as the first significant operation of its kind, the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) said today that it had conducted a joint border patrol with the Sierra Leonean army in the northern district of Kambia along the border with Guinea.


“The joint border patrol was a great success and it exemplifies a mutual cooperation between UNAMSIL and RSLAF,” the Mission said in a statement, referring to its joint effort with the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces.   

.


The three-day patrol, which began on 8 February, involved UN peacekeepers from the Kenyan battalion and a platoon from the RSLAF’s Force Reconnaissance Unit. 

According to UNMSIL, the patrol was a join initiative of the Mission’s Force Commander, Lt. Gen. Daniel I. Opande, and the RSLAF. 

* * * 

Uganda

12 February – A persistent lack of security and funding shortfalls are placing Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in northern Uganda in greater danger of food shortage and complete dependency on aid for survival, the United Nations warned today.

The situation in northern Uganda remains bleak after poor harvests resulted in precariously low household food stocks, according to an update by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The continuing insecurity – caused by fighting between the Lord’s Resistance Army and Government forces – is raising concerns that IDPs will again fail to gain adequate access to their homes and fields to cultivate food in the coming major season, which starts this March.

The civilian population of northern Uganda remains almost totally isolated from the rest of the country, and OCHA warns that, unless security greatly improves, the IDPs will not utilize the coming planting season usefully and might remain food insecure and therefore reliant on food aid from the World Food Programme (WFP).

However, due to lack of resources, WFP was forced in January to suspend distribution of cereals to the IDPs in northern Uganda and to reduce all cereal rations to refugees by 50 per cent. WFP feeds over 800,000 IDPs and 150,000 refugees in 66 settlements in eight districts.

This persistent insecurity and the general disruption of other economic activities have constrained the coping strategies of the IDPs. Many also suffer from malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea and upper thoracic infections and are very vulnerable to a host of other communicable diseases. 

* * *

Road safety

11 February – Responding to the staggering number of deaths and injuries caused by traffic collisions, government representatives from around the world joined top United Nations health officials today in London in a joint effort to improve road safety.

The conference, hosted by the Federation Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA), will focus attention on the trend of rising road traffic injuries. Participants, including Gro Harlem Brundtland, Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), ministers from several countries and road safety experts, will review proven strategies for reducing road traffic injuries, which claimed over 1.2 million lives in 2000 alone.

In addition to escalating death rates, injuries due to collisions are a major drain on health care resources. Data show that in some countries, a crash victim occupies one in 10 hospital beds.

“The human suffering for victims of traffic-related injuries and their families is incalculable,” said Dr. Brundtland. “In strict economic terms, the costs associated with surgery, prolonged hospitalization and long-term rehabilitation for such victims, in addition to their lost productivity, represent tens of billions of dollars each year.”

The majority of the victims of these incidents are people who will never be able to afford a car: pedestrians, cyclists and users of public transportation. Although car ownership is greater in industrialized than developing countries, studies show that in 2000, 90 per cent of all traffic fatalities occurred in low- and middle- income societies.

Looking ahead, the WHO Director-General has decided to mark World Health Day 2004 under the theme “Safe Roads” creating an opportunity to draw the general public’s attention to the growing but preventable problem of road traffic injuries. WHO and the World Bank are expected to launch a report on preventing road traffic injuries.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Survive" ��The Japan Times - Have we got the will to survive?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Coralreefs" ��The Boston Globe - Survival of coral reefs seen in human hands pollution, overfishing eyed� as some causes for decline seen globally 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Film" ��UNWire - CORAL REEFS: At Film Launch, UNEP Head Outlines Threats To Species�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Decline" ��Greenwire - Coral reefs: decline is 'serious problem' - UNofficial�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mercury" ��New Zealand Herald - U.S derails UN  plan to curb mercury emissions


�� HYPERLINK  \l "AsianBrownCloud" ��Financial Express  -Asian Brown Cloud evaporates at UN meet� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "India" ��Indian Express - India blows away ABCfrom UN agenda�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Hindustan Times - India wins the case at UNEP of Asian Brown Cloud issue�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Czech" ��BBC -  Czech Republic to assist developing countries with environment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Antelope" ��The Independent:  Rare antelope driven to edge of extinction by well-meaning conservationists� 
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